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MESSAGE. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Since  the  close  of  yonr  last  session  the  American  people,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  highest  right  of  snfi^ge,  have  chosen  their  Ohief  Magistrate 
for  the  four  years  ensuing. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  at  no  period  in  the  country's  history  has 
the  long  political  contest  whicjbi  customarily  precedes  the  day  of  the 
national  election  been  waged  with  greater  fervor  and  intensity,  it  is 
a  subject  of  general  congratulation  that  after  the  controversy  at  the 
polls  was  over,  and  while  the  slight  preponderance  by  which  the  issue 
had  been  determined  was  as  yet  unascertained,  the  public  peace  suffered 
DO  disturbance,  but  the  people  everywhere  patiently  and  quietly  awaited 
the  result. 

Nothing  could  more  strikingly  illastrate  the  temper  of  the  American 
citizen,  his  love  of  order,  and  his  loyalty  to  law — ^nothing  could  more 
signally  demonstrate  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  our  political  institu- 
tions. 

Eight  years  have  passed  since  a  controversy  concerning  the  result 
of  a  national  election  sharply  called  the  attention  of  the  Congress  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  more  precise  and  definite  regulations  for 
coanting  the  electoral  vote. 

It  is  of  the  gravest  importance  that  this  question  be  solved  before 
conflicting  claims  to  the  Presidency  shall  again  distract  the  country, 
and  I  an?  persuaded  that,  by  the  x>eople  at  large,  any  of  the  measures 
of  relief  thus  far  proposed  would  be  preferred  to  continued  inaction. 

Oar  relations  with  all  foreign  powers  continue  to  be  amicable. 

With  Belgium  a  convention  has  been  signed  whereby  the  scope  of 
present  treaties  has  been  so  enlarged  as  to  secure  to  citizens  of  either 
country  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other  equal  rights  and  privileges 

i  in  the  acquisition  and  alienation  of  property.    A  trade-marks  treaty 

I  has  also  been  concluded. 

The  war  between  Chili  and  Peru  is  at  an  end.    For  the  arbitration 

I  of  the  claims  of  American  citijsens  who  during  its  continuance  suffered 

I  through  the  acts  of  the  Chilian  authorities  a  convention  will  soon  be 

[negotiated. 

^  in 
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The  state  of  hostilities  between  France  and  China  continues  to  be  an 
embarrassing  feature  of  our  Eastern  relations.  The  Chinese  Govern- 
ment has  promptly  adjusted  and  paid  the  claims  of  American  citizens 
whose  property  was  destroyed  in  the  recent  riots  at  Canton.  I  renew 
the  recommendation  of  my  last  annual  message,  that  the  Canton  in- 
demnity fund  be  returned  to  China. 

The  true  interpretation  of  the  recent  treaty  with  that  country,  per- 
mitting the  restriction  of  Chinese  immigration,  is  likely  to  be  again  the 
subject  of  your  deliberations.  It  may  be  seriously  questioned  whether 
the  statute  passed  at  the  last  session  does  not  violate  the  treaty  rights  of 
certain  Chinese  who  left  this  country  with  return  certificates  valid  under 
the  old  law  and  who  now  seem  to  be  debarred  from  relanding  for  lack  of 
the  certificates  required  by  the  new. 

The  recent  purchase  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  a  large  trading 
fleet  heretofore  under  the  Chinese  flag  has  considerably  enhanced  our 
commercial  importance  in  the  East.  In  view  of  the  large  number  of 
vessels  built  or  purchased  by  American  citizens  in  other  countries  and 
exclusively  employed  in  legitimate  traffic  between  foreign  ports  under 
the  recognized  protection  of  our  flag,  it  might  be  well  to  provide  a  uni- 
form rule  for  their  registration  and  documentation,  so  that  the  bona  fide 
property  rights  of  our  citizens  therein  shall  be  duly  evidenced  and 
properly  guarded. 

Pursuant  to  the  advice  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  I  recognized 
the  flag  of  the  International  Association  of  the  Congo  as  that  of  a 
fiiendly  government,  avoiding  in  so  doing  any  prejudgment  of  conflict- 
ing territorial  claims  in  that  region.  Subsequently,  in  execution  of  the 
expressed  wish  of  the  Congress,  I  appointed  a  commercial  agent  for 
the  Congo  Basin. 

The  importance  of  the  rich  prospective  trade  of  the  Congo  Valley  has 
led  to  the  general  conviction  that  it  should  be  open  to  all  nations 
upon  equal  terms.  At  an  international  conference  for  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  called  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  now  in  session 
at  Berlin,  delegates  are  in  attendance  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
Of  the  results  of  the  conference  you  will  be  duly  advised. 

The  Government  of  Corea  has  generously  aided  the  efforts  of  the 
United  States  minister  to  secure  suitable  premises  for  the  use  of  the 
legation.  As  the  conditions  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Eastern 
nations  demand  that  the  legation  premises  be  owned  by  the  represented 
power,  I  advise  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  acquisition  ""of 
this  property  by  the  Government;.  The  United  States  already  possess 
valuable  premi  ies  at  Tangier  as  a  gift  from  the  Sultan  of  Morocco.  As 
is  stated  hereafter,  they  have  lately  received  a  similar  gift  from  the 
Siamese  Government.    The  Government  of  Japan  stands  ready  to  pre- 
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sent  to  US  extensive  grounds  at  Tokio  whereon  to  erect  a  saitable 
buihling  for  the  legation,  conrt-honse,  and  jail;  and  similar  privileges 
can  probably  be  secured  in  China  and  Persia.  The  owning  of  such 
premises  would  not  only  effect  a  large  saving  of  the  present  rentals  but 
would  permit  of  the  due  assertion  of  extraterritorial  rights  in  those 
countries,  and  would  the  better  serve  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 

United  States. 

» 

The  failure  of  Congress  to  make  appropriation  for  our  ^presenta- 
tion at  the  autonomous  court  of  the  Khedive  has  proved  a  serious  em- 
barrassment in  our  intercourse  with  Eg>'pt;  and  in  view  of  the  neces- 
sary intimacy  of  diplomatic  relationship  due  to  the  participation  of  this 
€K>vemment,  as  one  of  the  treaty  powers,  in  all  matters  of  administra- 
tion there  affecting  the  rights  of  foreigners,  I  advise  the  restoration  of 
the  agency  and  consulate-general  at  Cairo  on  its  former  basis.  I  do 
not  conceive  it  to  be  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the  United  States  should 
withdraw  altogether  from  the  honorable  position  they  have  hitherto 
held  with  respect  to  the  Khe<live,  or  that  citizens  of  this  republic  resid- 
ing or  sojourning  in  Egypt  should  hereafter  be  without  the  aid  and 
protection  of  a  competent  representative. 

With  Prance,  the  traditional  cordial  relationship  continues.  The 
colossal  statue  of  Liberty  enlightening  the  World,  the  generous  gift 
of  the  people  of  France,  is  expected  to  reach  New  York  in  May  next. 
I  suggest  that  Congressional  action  be  taken  in  recognition  of  the  spirit 
which  has  prompted  this  gift,. and  in  aid  of  the  timely  completion  of 
the  pedestal  upon  which  it  is  to  be  placed. 

Our  relations  with  Germany,  a  country  which  contributes  to  our  own 
gome  of  the  best  elements  of  citizenship,  continue  to  be  cordial.  The 
United  States  have  extradition  treaties  with  several  of  the  German 
states,  but  by  reason  of  the  confederation  of  those  states  under  the 
Imperial  rule,  the  application  of  such  treaties  is  not  as  uniform  and 
comprehensive  as  the  interests  of  the  two  countries  require.  I  propose, 
therefore,  to  open  negotiations  for  a  single  convention  of  extradition  to 
embrace  all  the  territory  of  the  Empire. 

It  aflfords  me  plciisure  to  say  that  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
continues  to  be  of  a  most  friendly  character. 

The  Government  of  Hawaii  has  indicated  its  willingness  to  continue 
for  seven  years  the  provisions  of  the  existing  reciprocity  treaty.  Such 
continuance,  in  view  of  the  relations  of  that  country  to  the  American 
system  of  States,  should  in  my  judgment  be  favored. 

The  revolution  in  Hayti  against  the  established  government  has 
terminated.    While  it  was  in  progress  it  became  necessary  to  enforce 
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our  nentrality  laws  by  instituting  proceedings  against  individuals  and 
vessels  charged  with  their  infiringement.    These  prosecutions  were  in 
all  cases  successful. 
f 

I  Much  anxiety  has  lately  been  displayed  by  various  European  govern- 
ments, and  especially  by  the  Government  of  Italy  for  the  abolition  of 
our  import  duties  upon  works  of  art  It  is  well  to  consider  whether 
the  present  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  productions  of  American 
:artists  abroad  is  not  likely  to  result,  as  they  themselves  seem  very 
;generally  to  believe  it  may,  in  the  practical  exclusion  of  our  painters 
and  sculptors  from  the  rich  fields  for  observation,  study,  and  labor 
which  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

There  is  prospect  that  the  long-pending  revision  of  the  foreign 
treaties  of  Japan  may  be  concluded  at  a  new  conference  to  be  held  at 
Tokio.  While  this  Government  fully  recognizes  the  equal  and  inde- 
pendent station  of  Japan  in  the  community  of  nations,  it  would  not 
oppose  the  general  adoption  of  such  terms  of  compromise  as  Japan 
may  be  disposed  to  offer  in  furtherance  of  a  uniform  policy  of  inter- 
course with  Western  nations. 

During  the  past  year  the  increasing  good-will  between  our  own  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Mexico  has  been  variously  manifested.  The  treaty 
of  commercial  reciprocity  concluded  January  20, 1883,  has  been  ratified, 
and  awaits  the  necessary  tariff  legislation  of  Congress  to  become  effect- 
ive. This  legislation  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  among  the  first  measures  to 
claim  your  attention. 

A  full  treaty  of  commerce,  navigation,  and  consular  rights  is  much 
to  be  desired,  and  such  a  treaty  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Mex- 
ican Government  stands  ready  to  conclude. 

Some  embarrassment  has  been  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  Congress 
at  its  last  session  to  provide  means  for  the  due  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
July  29, 1882,  for  the  resurvey  of  the  Mexican  boundary  and  the  reloca- 
tion of  boundary  monuments. 

With  the  Republic  of  Nicaragua  a  treaty  has  been  concluded  which 
authorizes  the  construction  by  the  United  States  of  a  canal,  railway, 
and  telegraph  line  across  the  Nicaraguan  territory. 

By  the  terms  of  this  treaty  sixty  miles  of  the  river  San  Juan,  as  well 
as  Lake  Nicaragua,  an  inland  sea  forty  miles  in  width,  are  to  constitute 
a  part  of  the  projected  enterprise. 

This  leaves  for  actual  canal  construction  seventeen  miles  on  the 
Pacific  side  and  thirty-six  miles  on  the  Atlantic.  To  the  United  States, 
whose  rich  territory  on  the  Pacific  is  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  com- 
merce practically  cut  off  from  communication  by  water  with  the  Atlan- 
tic ports,  the  political  and  commercial  advantages  of  such  a  project  can 
scarcely  be  overestimated. 
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It  is  believed  that  when  the  treaty  is  laid  before  yon  the  jnstice  and 
liberality  of  its  provisions  will  command  universal  approval  at  home 
and  abroad. 

The  death  of  our  representative  at  Bnssia  while  at  his  post  at  St. 
Petersburg  afforded  to  the  Imperial  Government  a  renewed  opportunity 
to  testify  its  sympathy  in  a  manner  befitting  the  intimate  friendliness 
which  has  ever  marked  the  interconrse  of  the  two  countries. 

The  coursebf  this  Governmentin  raising  its  representation  at  Bangkok 
to  the  diplomatic  rank  has  evoked  firom  Siam  evidences  of  warm  friend- 
ship and  augurs  well  for  our  enlarged  intercourse.  The  Siamese  Gov- 
ernment has  presented  to  the  United  States  a  commodious  mansion  and 
grounds  for  the  occupancy  of  the  legation,  and  I  suggest  that  by  joint 
resolution  Oongress  attest  its  appreciation  of  this  generous  gift 

This  Government  has  more  than  once  been  called  upon  of  late  to 
take  action  in  fhlflllment  of  its  international  obligations  toward  Spain. 
Agitation  in  the  island  of  Ouba  hostile  to  the  Spanish  crown  having 
been  fomented  by  persons  abusing  the  sacred  rights  of  hospitality 
which  our  territory  affords,  the  officers  of  this  (Government  have  been 
instructed  to  exercise  vigilance  to  prevent  infractions  of  our  neutral- 
ity laws  at  Key  West  and  at  other  points  near  the  Ouban  coast.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  the  only  instance  where  these  precautionary  meas- 
ures were  successftilly  eluded,  the  offenders  when  found  in  our  terri- 
tory were  subsequently  tried  and  convicted. 

The  growing  need  of  close  relationship  of  intercourse  and  traffic  be- 
tween the  Spanish  Antilles  and  their  natural  market  in  the  United  States 
led  to  the  adoption,  in  January  last,  of  a  commercial  agreement  looking 
to  that  end.  This  agreement  has  since  been  superseded  by  a  more 
carefully  frttmed  and  comprehensive  convention,  which  I  shall  submit 
to  the  Senate  for  approval.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  this  negotiation  to 
open  8uch  a  fovored  reciprocal  exchange  of  productions  carried  under 
the  flag  of  either  country,  as  to  make  the  intercourse  between  Cuba 
and  Porto  Bico  and  ourselves  scarcely  less  intimate  than  the  commer- 
cial movement  between  our  domestic  ports,  and  to  insure  a  removal 
of  the  burdens  on  shipping  in  the  Spanish  Indies,  of  which  in  the  past 
our  ship-owners  and  ship-masters  have  so  often  had  cause  to  complain. 

The  negotiation  of  this  convention  has  for  a  time  postponed  the  prose- 
cation  of  certain  claims  of  our  citizens  which  were  declared  to  be  with- 
out the  jurisdiction  of  the  late  Spanish- American  Claims  Commission, 
and  which  are  therefore  remitted  to  diplomatic  channels  for  adjustment. 
The  speedy  settlement  of  these  claims  will  now  be  urged  by  this  Gov- 
omment. 
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Negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  commercial  reciprocity  with  the  Domini- 
can Republic  have  been  successfhlly  concluded,  and  the  result  will 
shortly  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Certain  questions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire still  remain  unsolved.  Complaints  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  are 
not  satisfactorily  adjusted.  The  Porte  has  sought  to  withhold  from 
our  commerce  the  right  of  favored  treatment  to  which  we  are  entitled 
by  existing  conventional  stipulations,  and  the  revision  of  the  tariffs  is 
unaccomplished. 

The  final  disposition  of  pending  questions  with  Venezuela  has  not  as 
yet  been  reached,  but  I  have  good  reason  to  expect  an  early  settle- 
ment, which  will  provide  the  means  of  re-examining  the  Caracas  awards 
in  conformity  with  the  expressed  desire  of  Congress,  and  which  will  rec- 
ognize the  justice  of  certain  claims  preferred  against  Venezuela. 

The  Central  and  South  American  Commission  appointed  by  authority 
of  the  act  of  July  7, 1884,  will  soon  proceed  to  Mexico.  It  has  been 
furnished  with  instructions  which' will  be  laid  before  you.  They  con- 
tain a  statement  of  the  general  policy  of  the  Government  for  enlarging 
its  commercial  intercourse  with  American  States.  The  commissioners 
have  been  actively  preparing  for  their  responsible  task  by  holding  con- 
ferences in  the  principal  cities  with  merchants  and  others  interested  in 
Central  and  South  American  trade. 

The  International  Meridian  Conference,  lately  convened  in  Washing- 
ton upon  the  invitation  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  was 
composed  of  representatives  from  twenty -five  nations.  The  confer- 
ence concluded  its  labors  on  the  1st  of  November,  having  with  sub- 
stantial unanimity  agreed  upon  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  as  the 
starting  point  whence  longitude  is  to  be  computed  through  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  degrees  eastward  and  westward,  and  upon  the  adop- 
tion, for  all  purposes  for  which  it  may  be  found  convenient,  of  a  uni- 
versal day  which  shall  begin  at  midnight  on  the  initial  meridian  and 
whose  hours  shall  be  counted  from  zero  up  to  twenty-four.  ^ 

The  formal  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  conference  will  be  here- 
after transmitted  to  the  Congress. 

This  Government  is  in  frequent  receipt  of  invitations  from  foreign 
states  to  participate  in  international  exhibitions,  often  of  great  inter- 
est and  importance.  Occupying  as  we  do  an  advanced  position  in  the 
world's  production,  and  aiming  to  secure  a  profitable  share  for  our  in- 
dustries in  the  general  competitive  markets,  it  is  a  matter  of  serious 
concern  that  the  want  of  means  for  participation  in  these  exhibitions 
should  so  often  exclude  our  producers  from  advantages  enjoyed  by 
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those  of  other  oonntries.  Daring  the  past  year  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress was  drawn  to  the  formal  invitations  in  this  regard  tendered  by 
the  Governments  of  England,  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Aus- 
tria. The  Exeentive  has  in  some  instances  appointed  honorary  com- 
missioners. This  is,  however,  a  most  unsatisfactory  expedient,  for 
without  some  provision  to  meet  the  necessary  working  expenses  of  a 
commission  it  can  effect  little  or  nothing  in  behalf  of  exhibitors.  An 
international  inventions  exhibition  is  to  be  held  in  London  next  May. 
This  will  cover  a  field  of  special  importance,  in  which  our  country  holds 
a  foremost  rank,  but  the  Executive  is  at  present  powerless  to  organize 
a  proper  representation  of  our  vast  national  interests  in  this  direction. 
I  have  in  several  previous  messages  referred  to  this  subject.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  statute,  giving  to  the  Executive  general  discretionary  au- 
thority to  accept  such  invitations,  and  to  appoint  honorary  commission- 
ers, without  salary,  and  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
a  small  fund  for  defraying  their  reasonable  expenses,  would  be  of  great 
public  utility. 

This  Government  has  received  official  notice  that  the  Eevised  Inter- 
national Begulations  for  preventing  collisions  at  sea  have  been  adopted 
by  all  the  leading  maritime  powers  except  the  ITnited  States,  and  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  of  September  last.  For  the  due  protection  of  our 
shipping  interests,  the  provisions  of  our  statutes  should  at  once  be 
brought  into  conformity  with  these  Regulations. 

The  question  of  securing  to  authors,  composers,  and  artists  copy- 
'  right  privileges  in  this  country  in  return  for  reciprocal  rights  abroad 
is  one  that  may  justly  challenge  your  attention.  It  is  true  that  con- 
ventions will  be  necessary  for  fully  accomplishing  this  result,  but  until 
Congress  shall  by  statute  fix  the  extent  to  which  foreign  holders  of 
copyright  shall  be  here  privileged,  it  has  been  deemed  inadvisable  to 
negotiate  such  conventions.  For  this  reason  the  (Jnited  States  were 
'         not  represented  at  the  recent  conference  at  Berne. 

I  recommend  that  the  scope  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United 
States  be  so  enlarged  as  to  cover  all  patent  acts  of  hostility  committed 
in  our  territory  and  aimed  against  the  peace  of  a  friendly  nation. 
Existing  statutes  prohibit  the  fitting  out  of  armed  expeditions  and  re- 

'  strict  the  shipment  of  explosives^  though  the  enactments  in  the  latter 
respect  were  not  framed  with  regard  to  international  obligations,  but 
simply  for  the  protection  of  passenger  travel.  All  these  statutes  were 
intended  to  meet  8i>ecial  emergencies  that  had  already  arisen.  Other 
emer^^eneies  have  arisen  since,  and  modern  ingenuity  supplies  means 
for  the  organization  of  hostilities  without  open  resort  to  armed  veasels 

ft         or  to  filibustering  parties. 
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I  see  no  reason  why  overt'  preparations  in  this  country  for  the  com- 
mission of  criminal  acts,  snch  as  are  here  under  consideration,  should 
not  be  alike  punishable,  whether  such  acts  are  intended  to  be  committed 
in  our  own  country  or  in  a  foreign  country  with  which  we  are  at  pe^ice. 

The  prompt  and  thorough  treatment  of  this  question  is  one  whieli 
intimately  concerns  the  national  honor. 

Our  existing  naturalization  laws  also  need  revision.  Those  sections 
relating  to  persons  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  in 
1795  and  1798  have  now  only  a  historical  interest.  Section  2172,  rec- 
ognizing the  citizenship  of  the  children  of  naturalized  parents,  is  am- 
biguous in  its  terms  and  partly  obsolete.  There  are  special  provisions 
of  law  favoring  the  naturalization  of  those  who  serv'e  in  the  Army  or 
in  merchant  vessels,  while  no  similar  privileges  are  granted  those  who 
serve  in  the  Navy  or  the  Marine  Corps. 

^^An  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  such  as  the  Oonstitution  contem- 
plates, should,  among  other  things,  clearly  define  the  status  of  persons 
bom  within  the  United  States  subject  to  a  foreign  power  (section  1992) 
and  of  minor  children  of  fathers  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come citizens  but  have  failed  to  perfect  their  naturalization.  It  might 
be  wise  to  provide  for  a  central  bureau  of  registry,  wherein  should  be 
filed  authenticated  transcripts  of  every  record  of  naturalization  in  the 
several  Federal  and  State  courts,  and  to  make  provision  also  for  the  va- 
cation or  cancellation  of  such  record  in  cases  where  fraud  had  been  prac- 
ticed upon  the  court  by  the  applicant  himself  or  where  he  had  renounced 
or  forfeited  his  acquired  citizenship.  A  just  and  uniform  law  in  this 
respect  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Government  in  protecting 
its  citizens  abroad,  and  would  pave  the  way  for  the  conclusion  of  treat- 
ies of  naturalization  with  foreign  countries. 

The  legislation  of  the  last  session  effected  in  the  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular service  certain  changes  and  reductions  which  have  been  product- 
ive of  embarrassment  The  population  and  commercial  activity  of  our 
country  are  steadily  on  the  increase,  and  are  giving  rise  to  new,  vary- 
ing, and  often  delicate  relationships  with  other  countries.  Our  foreign 
establishment  now  embraces  nearly  double  the  area  of  operations  that 
it  occupied  twenty  years  ago.  The  confinement  of  such  a  service  within 
the  limits  of  expenditure  then  established  is  not,  it  seems  to  me,  in  ac- 
cordance with  true  economy.  A  community  of  sixty  millions  of  people 
should  be  adequately  represented  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

A  project  for  the  reorganization  of  the  consular  service  and  for  recast- 
ing the  scheme  of  extraterritorial  jurisdiction  is  now  before  yon.  If  the 
limits  of  a  short  session  will  not  allow  of  its  full  consideration,  I  trust 
that  you  will  not  fail  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  present  needs 
of  the  service. 
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It  has  been  cu8tx)mary  to  define  in  the  appropriation  acts  the  rank  of 
each  diplomatic  office  to  which  a  salary  is  attached.  I  suggest  that  this 
coarse  be  abandoned  and  that  it  be  left  to  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  fix  from  time  to  time  the  diplomatic 
grade  of  the  representatives  of  this  Governmetit  abroad  as  may  seem 
advisable,  provision  bein^  definitely  made,  however,  as  now  for  the 
amoant  of  salary  attached  to  the  respective  stations. 

The  condition  of  our  finances  and  the  operations  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  public  service  which  are  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department  are  very  fully  discussed  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary. 

It  appears  that  the  ordinary  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30, 1884,  were— 

From  customs , $195, 0G7, 489  76 

From  internal  revenue 121, 68(5, 072  51 

From  all  other  sources 31,866,307  65 

Total  ordinary  revenues 348,519,869  92 


The  public  expenditures  during  the  same  i>eriod  were — 

For  civil  expenses $22,312,907  71 

For  foreign  intercourse 1,260,766  37 

For  Indians 6,  475,  999  29 

For  pensions 55, 429,  228  06 

For  the  military  establishment,  including  river  and 

harbor  improvements  and  arsenals 39, 429, 603  36 

Foi-  the  naval  establishment,  including  vessels,  ma- 
chinery, and  improvements  at  navy-yards 17, 292, 601  44 

For    miscellaneous    expenditures,    including    public 

buildings,  light-houses,  and  collecting  the  revenue . .  43, 939,  710  00 
For  expenditures  on  account  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   3,407,049  62 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt 54, 578, 378  48 

For  the  sinking  fund 46,790,229  50 

Total  ordinary  expenditures 290, 916, 473  83 

Leaving  a  surplus  of   57,603,396  09 

As  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year  there  was  a  net  decrease 
of  over  $21,000,000  in  the  amount  of  expenditures.  The  aggregate 
receipts  were  less  than  those  of  the  year  previous  by  about  $54,000,000. 
The  falling  off  in  revenue  from  customs  made  up  nearly  $20,000,000  of 
this  deficiency,  and  about  $23,000,000  of  the  remainder  was  due  tt^  the 
diminished  receipts  from  internal  taxation. 
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The  Secretary  estimates  the  total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  which 
will  end  June  30, 1885,  at  $330,000,000,  and  the  total  expenditares  at 
$290,620,201.16,  ia  which  sum  are  iucladed  the  interest  on  the  debt  and 
the  amount  payable  to  the  sinking  fund.  This  woald  leave  a  surplus 
for  the  entire  year  of  about  $39,000,000. 

The  value  of  exports  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30, 1884,  was  as  follows: 

Domestic  merchandise $724,  964, 852 

Foreign  merchandise 15, 548,  757 

Total  merchandise  . .   740, 513, 609 

Specie 67,133,383 

Total  exports  of  merchandise  and  specie 807, 646, 992 


The  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures  included  in  this  statement  were 
valued  at  $208,900,415;  the  breadstufiOs  at  $162,544,715;  the  provisions 
at  $114,416,547,  and  the  mineral  oils  at  $47,103,248. 

During  the  same  period  the  imports  were  as  follows: 

Merchandise $667, 697, 693 

Gold  and  silver 37,426,262 

Total 705,123,965 

More  than  63  per  cent,  of  the  entire  value  of  imported  merchandise 
consisted  of  the  following  articles: 

Sugar  and  molasses $103,884,274 

Wool  and  woolen  manufactures 53,542,292 

Silk  and  its  manufactures 49,949,128 

Coffee 49,686,705 

Iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  thereof 41, 464,^599 

Chemicals 38, 464, 965 

Flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  like  substances,  and  manufactures 

tiiereof 33,46:^,398 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of  cotton 30, 454,  476 

Hides  and  skins  other  than  fur-skins .• 22,  350, 906 


I  concur  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  recommending  tbe  im- 
mediate suspension  of  the  coinage  of  silver  dollars  and  of  the  issuance 
of  silver  certificates.  This  is  a  matter  to  which,  in  former  comninnica- 
tions,  I  have  more  than  once  invoked  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature. 

It  appears  that  annually  for  the  past  six  years  there  have  been  coined, 
ill  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  February  28,  1878, 
more  than  twenty-seven  million  silver  dollars.    The  number  now  out- 
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Bt&ndingr  is  reported  by  the  Seix^tary  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  and 
«ighfy-five  million,  whereof  bat  little  more  than  forty  million,  or  less 
than  22  per  cent.,  are  in  actual  ciroolation.  The  mere  existence  of  this 
fSMt  seems  to  me  to  ftimish  of  itself  a  cogent  argument  for  the  repeal 
of  the  statute  which  has  made  such  fieu^t  possible. 

But  there  are  other  and  graver  considerations  that  tend  in  the  same 
direction. 

The  Secretary  avows  his  conviction  that  unless  this  coinage  and  the 
issuance  of  silver  certificates  be  suspended,  silver  is  likely  at  no  distant 
day  to  become  our  sole  metallic  standard.  The  commercial  disturbance 
«id  the  impairment  of  national  credit  that  would  be  thus  occasioned 
can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

I  hope  that  the  Secretary's  suggestions  respecting  the  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  the  one-dollar  and  two-dollar  notes  will  receive  your 
approval.  It  is  likely  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  silvelr  now 
encumbering  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury  might  thus  find  its  way  into 
the  currency. 

While  trade-dollars  have  ceased,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  be  an 
element  of  active  disturbance  in  our  currency  system,  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  surrender  to  the  Government.  In  view  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  coined  and  of  the  fact  that  they 
have  never  had  a  legal-tender  quality,  there  should  be  offered  for  them 
only  a  slight  advance  over  their  bullion  value. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  course  of  his  report,  considers  the  propriety  of 
beautifying  the  designs  of  our  subsidiary  silver  coins  and  of  so  increas- 
ing^ their  weight  that  they  may  bear  their  due  ratio  of  value  to  the 
standard  dollar.    His  conclusions  in  this  regard  are  cordially  approved. 

In  my  annual  message  of  1882, 1  recommended  the  abolition  of  all 
excise  taxes  except  those  relating  to  distilled  spirits.  This  recommen- 
dation is  now  renewed.  In  case  these  taxes  shall  be  abolished,  the 
revenues  that  will  still  remain  to  the  Government  will,  in  my  opinion, 
not  only  suffice  to  meet  its  reasonable  expenditures,  but  will  afford  a 
surplus  l»rge  enough  to  i)ermit  such  tariff  reduction  as  may  seem  to  be 
4idvisable,  when  the  results  of  recent  revenue  laws  and  commercial 
tzei^es  shall  have  shown  in  what  quarters  those  reductions  can  be 
most  judiciously  effected. 

One  of  the  gravest  of  the  problems  which  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of 
Oongress  for  solution  is  the  ascertainment  of  the  most  effective  means 
tor  increasing  our  foreign  trade  and  thus  relieving  the  depression  under 
which  our  industries  are  now  languishing.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
uy  advises  that  the  duty  of  investigating  this  subject  be  intrusted  in 
'ttie  first  instance  to  a  competent  commission.  While  fally  recognizing 
tihe  oousiderstions  that  may  be  urged  against  this  course,  I  am  never- 
iiiflJeflS  of  the  opinion  that,  upon  the  whole,  no  other  would  be  likely  to 
•efleot  speedier  or  better  results. 

Zhat  portion  of  the  Secretary's  report  which  concerns  the  condition 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


XIY  MESSAaE   OF   THE   PBB8IDEKT. 

of  our  shipping  interests  cannot  flEtil  to  command  your  attention.  He 
emphatically  recommends  that  as  an  incentive  to  the  investment  of 
American  capital  in  American  steamships,  the  Government  shall  by 
liberal  payments  for  mail  transportation,  or  otherwise,  lend  its  active 
assistance  to  individual  enterprise,  and  declares  his  belief  that  nnless 
that  coarse  be  pursued  our  foreign  carrying  trade  must  remain,  as  it  is 
to-day,  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

One  phase  of  this  subject  is  now  especially  prominent,  in  view  of  the 
repeal  by  the  act  of  June  36,  1884,  of  all  statutory  provisions  arbitra- 
rily compelling  American  vessels  to  carry  the  mails  to  and  from  the 
United  States. '  As  it  is  necessary  to  make  provision  to  compensate  the 
owners  of  such  vessels  for  performing  that  service  after  April,  1885,  it 
is  hoped  that  the  whole  subject  will  receive  early  consideration  that 
will  lead  to  the  enactment  of  such  measures  for  the  revival  of  our  mer- 
chant marine  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  devise. 

The  three  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  Government  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  $100,000,000  have,  since  my  last  annual  message,  been  redeemed 
by  the  Treasury.  The  bonds  of  that  issue  still  outstanding  amount 
to  little  over  $200,000,000,  about  one-fourth  of  which  will  be  retired 
through  the  operations  of  the  sinking  fund  during  the  coming  year. 
As  these  bonds  still  constitute  the  chief  basis  for  the  circulation  of 
the  national  banks,  the  question  how  to  avert  the  contraction  of  the 
currency,  caused  by  their  retirement,  is  one  of  constantly  increasing 
importance. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  the  law  governing  this  matter 
exacts  from  the  banks  excessive  security,  and  that,  upon  their  present 
bond  deposits,  a  larger  circulation  than  is  now  allowed  may  be  granted 
with  safety.  I  hope  that  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session,  permitting  the  issue  of  notes  equal  to  to  the  face  value  of  the 
deposited  bonds,  will  commend  itself  to  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives. 

In  the  expenses  of  the  War  Department  the  Secretary  reports  a  de- 
crease of  more  than  $9,000,000.  Of  this  reduction  $5,600,000  was 
effected  in  the  expenditures  for  rivers  and  harbors,  and  $2,700,000  in 
expenditures  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Outside  of  that  Department  the  annual  expenses  of  all  the  Army 
bureaus  proper  (except  possibly  the  Ordnance  Bureau)  are  substantially 
fixed  charges,  which  can  not  be  materially  diminished  without  a  change 
in  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Army.  The  expenditures  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  can  readily  be  subjected  to  administrative  dis- 
cretion, and  it  is  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  as  a  result  of 
exercising  such  discretion,  in  reducing  the  number  of  draught  and  pack 
animals  in  the  Army,  the  annual  cost  of  supplying  and  caring  for  such 
animals  is  now  $1,108,085.90  less  than  it  was  in  1881. 


I 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


MESSAGE   OF   THE   PBB8IDENT.  XV 

The  reports  of  military  oommanders  show  that  the  last  year  has  been 
notable  for  its  entire  freedom  from  Indian  outbreaks. 

In  defiance  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  July  1,  1884,  certain 
intruders  sought  to  make  settlements  in  the  Indian  Territory.  They 
were  promptly  removed  by  a  detachment  of  troops. 

During  the  past  session  of  Congress  a  bill  to  provide  a  suitable  fire- 
proof building  for  the  Army  Medical  Museum  and  the  library  of  the 
Burgeon-G^neraPs  Office  received  the  approval  of  the  Senate.  A  simi- 
lar bill,  reported  favorably  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  one 
of  ite  committees,  is  still  pending  before  that  body.  It  is  hoped  that 
during  the  coming  session  the  measure  may  become  a  law,  and  that 
thereafter  immediate  steps  may  be  taken  to  secure  a  place  of  safe  de- 
posit for  these  valuable  collections,  now  in  a  state  of  insecurity. 

The  funds  with  which  the  works  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors  were  prosecuted  during  the  past  year  were  derived  from  the 
appropriations  of  the  act  of  August  2,  1882,  together  with  such  few 
balances  as  were  on  hand  from  previous  appropriations.  The  balance 
in  the  Treasury  subject  to  requisition  July  1,  1883,  wa^  $10,021,649.55. 
The  amount  appropriated  during  the  fiscal  year  1884  was  $1,319,034.62, 
and  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  was 
$8,228,703.54,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,112,580.63  in  the  Treasury  subject 
to  requisition  July  1, 1884. 

The  Secretary  of  War  submits  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
as  to  the  practicability  of  protecting  our  important  cities  on  the  sea- 
hoard  by  fortifications  and  other  defenses  able  to  repel  modern  methods 
of  attack.  The  time  has  now  come  when  such  defenses  can  be  prepared 
with  confidence  that  they  will  not  prove  abortive;  and,  when  the  possi- 
ble result  of  delay  in  making  such  preparation  is  seriously  considered, 
delay  seems  inexcusable.  For  the  most  important  cities — those  whose 
destxnction  or  capture  would  be  a  national  humiliation — adequate  de- 
fenses, inclusive  of  guns,  may  be  made  by  the  gradual  expenditure  of 
$60,000,000,  a  sum  much  less  than  a  victorious  enemy  could  levy  as  a 
oontribntion.  An  appropriation  of  about  one-tenth  of  that  amount  is 
asked  to  begin  the  work,  and  I  concur  with 'the  Secretary  of  War  in 
urging  that  it  be  granted. 

The  War  Department  is  proceeding  with  the  conversion  of  lOinch 
smooth-bore  guns  into  8-inch  rifles,  by  lining  the  former  with  tubes  of 
fiorged  steel  or  of  coiled  wrought-iron.  Fifty  guns  will  be  thus  con- 
verted within  the  year.  This,  however,  does  not  obviate  the  necessity 
of  providing  means  for  the  construction  of  guns  of  the  highest  power, 
both  for  the  purposes  of  coast  defense  and  for  the  armament  of  war 
vessels. 

The  report  of  the  Gun  Foundery  Board,  api>ointed  April  2, 1883,  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  was  transmitted  to  Congress  in 
ft  special  message  of  February  18, 1884.  In  my  message  of  March  26, 
1884, 1  called  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  that  the 
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Government  should  encourage  the  production  at  private  steel  works  of 
the  required  material  for  heavy  cannon,  and  that  two  government  fac- 
toriesy  one  for  the  Army  and  one  for  the  Navy,  should  be  established 
for  the  fabrication  of  guns  from  such  material.  No  action  having  been 
taken,  the  Board  was  subsequently  reconvened  to  determine  more  fully 
the  i^lans  and  estimates  necessary  for  carrying  out  its  recommendation. 
It  has  received  information  which  indicates  that  there  ar^  responsible 
steel  manufacturers  in  this  country  who,  although  not  provided  at 
present  with  the  necessary  plant,  are  willing  to  construct  the  same  and 
to  make  bids  for  contracts  with  the  Government  for  the  supply  of  the 
requisite  material  for  the  heaviest  guns  adapted  to  modern  warfare,  if 
a  guaranteed  order  of  sufficient  magnitude,  accompanied  by  a  positive 
appropriation  extending  over  a  series  of  years,  shall  be  made  by  Con- 
gress. All  doubts  as  to  the  fe<asibility  of  the  plan  being  thus  removed, 
I  renew  my  recommendation  that  such  action  be  taken  by  Congress  as 
will  enable  the  Government  to  construct  its  own  ordnance  upon  its 
own  territory,  and  so  to  provide  the  armaments  demanded  by  consider- 
ations of  national  safety  and  honor. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  exhibits  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  on  the  new  steel  cruisers  authorized  by  the  acts  of  Au- 
gust 5, 1882,  and  March  3, 1883.  Of  the  four  vessels  under  contract, 
one,  the  Chicago,  of  4,500  tons,  is  more  than  half  finished ;  the  Atlanta, 
of  3,000  tons,  has  been  successfully  launched,  and  her  machinery  is  now 
fitting  'y  the  Boston,  also  of  3,000  tons,  is  ready  for  launching,  and  tl^e 
Dolphin,  a  dispatch  steamer  of  1,600  tons,  is  ready  for  delivery. 

Certain  adverse  criticisms  upon  the  designs  of  these  cruisers  are  dis- 
cussed by  the  Secretary,  who  insists  that  the  correctness  of  the  conclu- 
sions reached  by  the  Advisory  Board  and  by  the  Department  has  been 
demonstrated  by  recent  developments  in  ship-building  abroad. 

The  machinery  of  the  double-turreted  monitors  Puritan,  Terror,  and 
Amphitrite,  contracted  for  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1883,  is  in  process 
of  construction.  No  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  on  their 
armor  for  lack  of  the  necessary  appropriations.  A  fourth  monitor,  the 
Monadnock,  still  remains  unfinished  at  the  navy-yard  in  California. 
It  is  recommended  that  early  steps  be  taken  to  complete  these  vessels 
and  to  provide  also  an  armament  for  the  monitor  Miantonomoh. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Naval  Advisory  Board,  approved  by 
the  Department,  comprise  the  construction  of  one  steel  cruiser  of  4,500 
tons,  one  cruiser  of  3,000  tons,  two  heavily-armed  gunboats,  one  light 
cruising  gunboat,  one  dispatch- vessel  armed  with  Hotchkiss  cannon, 
one  armored  ram,  and  three  torpedo  boats.  The  general  designs,  all 
of  which  are  calculated  to  meet  the  existing  wants  of  the  service,  are 
now  well  advanced,  and  the  construction  of  the  vessels  can  be  under- 
taken as  soon  as  you  shall  grant  the  necessary  authonty. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  7, 1882,  authorized  the  removal 
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to  Hie  XTnited  States  of  the  bodies  of  Lieatenant-Oommander  Gteorge 
W«  De  Long  and  his  companions  of  the  Jeannette  Expedition.  This 
xemoval  has  been  snccessfully  accomplished  by  lieutenants  Harber  and 
Schnetze.  The  remains  were  taken  fiH>m  their  grave  in  the  Lena  Delta 
in  March,  1883,  and  were  retained  at  Yakutsk  until  the  following  winter, 
the  season  being  too  £eu*  advanced  to  admit  of  their  immediate  trans- 
portation, piey  arrived  at  New  York  February  20, 1884,  where  they 
were  received  with  suitable  honors.  % 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  OoDgress  approved  February 
13, 1884,  a  naval  expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  A. 
W.  Oreely,  United  States  Army,  and  of  the  party  who  had  been  en- 
gaged under  his  command  in  scientific  observations  at  Lady  Franklin 
Bay.  The  fleet  consisted  of  the  steam  sealer  Thetis,  purchased  in  Eng- 
land, the  Bear,  purchased  at  St  John's,  Newfoundland,  and  the  Alert, 
whidi  was  generously  provided  by  the  British  Gk)vemment.  Prepara- 
tions for  the  exi>edition  were  promptly  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Com- 
mander George  W.  Coffin  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Alert,  and 
Lieut  William  H.  Emory  in  command  of  the  Bear.  The  Thetis  was 
intrusted  to  Commander  Winfleld  S.  Schley,  to  whom  also  was  as- 
signed the  superintendence  of  the  entire  expedition. 

Immediately  upon  its  arrival  at  TJpemavik,  tiie  fleet  began  the 
dangerous  navigation  of  Melville  Bay,  and  in  spite  of  every  obstacle 
reached  Littleton  Island  on  June  22,  a  fortnight  earlier  than  any  vessel 
had  before  attained  that  point.  On  the  same  day  it  crossed  over  to 
Gape  Sabine,  where  Lieutenant  Oreely  and  the  other  survivors  of  his 
party  were  discovered.  After  taking  on  board  the  living  and  the  bodies 
of  the  dead,  the  relief  ships  sailed  for  St.  John's,  where  they  arrived 
on  July  17.  They  were  appropriately  received  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
on  August  1,  and  at  New  York  on  August  8.  One  of  the  bodies  was 
landed  at  the  former  place.  The  others  were  put  on  shore  at  Gover- 
nor's Island,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  which  was  interred  in  the 
National  Cemetery,  were  forwarded  thence  to  the  destinations  indicated 
by  firiends.  The  orgaDization  and  conduct  of  this  Belief  Expedition 
reflects  great  credit  upon  all  who  contributed  to  its  success. 

In  this,  the  last  of  the  stated  messages  that  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  tatmsmit  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  1  cannot  too  strongly 
nrge  upon  its  attention  the  duty  of  restoring  our  navy  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  the  high  state  of  efficiency  which  formerly  characterized  it. 
As  the  long  peace  that  has  lulled  us  into  a  sense  of  fancied  security 
may  at  any  time  be  disturbed,  it  is  plain  that  the  policy  of  strengthen- 
ing this  arm  of  the  service  is  dictated  by  considerations  of  wise 
economy,  of  just  regard  for  our  future  tranquillity,  and  of  true  appre- 
ciation of  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Bepublic. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  acquaints  you  with  the  present 
eQndlti<m  and  needs  of  the  postal  service, 
n V  B 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


XYUI  HESSAQE  OF  THE  PBEBIDENT. 

It  discloses  the  gratifying  foot  that  the  loss  of  revenue  from  the  le- 
dnction  in  the  rate  of  letter-postage  recommended  in  my  message  of 
December  4, 1882,  and  effected  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  has  been 
much  less  than  was  generally  anticipated.  My  recommendation  of  this 
reduction  was  based  upon  the  belief  that  the  actual  falling  off  in  re- 
ceipts from  letter-postages  for  the  year  immediately  succeeding  the 
change  of  rate  would  be  $3,000,000.    It  has  proved  to  be  only  $2,275,000. 

This  is  a  trustworthy  Aidication  that  the  revenue  will  soon  be  restored 
to  its  former  volume  by  the  natural  increase  of  sealed  correspondence. 

I  confidently  repeat,  therefore,  the  recommendation  of  my  last  annual 
message  that  the  single-rate  postage  upon  drop  letters  be  reduced  to 
one  cent  wherever  the  payment  of  two  cents  is  now  required  by  law. 
The  double  rate  is  only  exacted  at  offices  where  the  carrier  system  is 
in  operation,  and  it  appears  that  at  those  offices  the  increase  in  the 
tax  upon  local  letters  defrays  the  cost  not  only  of  its  own  collection 
and  delivery,  but  of  the  collection  and  delivery  of  all  other  mail  mat- 
ter.   This  is  an  inequality  that  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

I  approve  the  recommendation  ^of  the  Postmaster-General  that  the 
unit  of  weight  in  the  rating  of  first-class  matter  should  be  one  ounce 
instead  of  one-half  ounce  as  it  now  is.  In  view  of  the  statistics  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  change 
would  result  in  any  loss  of  revenue;  that  it  would  greatly  promote  the 
convenience  of  the  public  is  beyond  dispute. 

The  free-delivery  system  has  been  lately  applied  to  five  cities,  and  the 
total  number  of  offices  in  which  it  is  now  in  operation  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine.  Experience  shows  that  its  adoption,  under  proper  con- 
ditions, is  equally  an  accommodation  to  the  public  and  an  advantage 
to  the  postal  service.  It  is  more  than  self-sustaining,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons urged  by  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  may  properly  be  extended. 

In  the  opinion  of  that  officer  it  is  important  to  provide  means  whereby 
exceptional  dispatch  in  dealing  with  letters  in  free-delivery  offices 
may  be  secured  by  payuieut  of  extraordinary  postage.  This  scheme 
might  be  made  effective  by  employment  of  ^  special  stamp  whose  cost 
should  be  commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the  extra  service. 

In  some  of  the  large  cities  private  express  companies  have  under- 
taken to  outstrip  the  Government  mail-carriers  by  affording,  for  the 
prompt  transmission  of  letters,  better  facilities  than  have  hitherto  been 
at  the  command  of  the  Post-Office. 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  discourage  such 
enterprises,  and  in  no  better  mode  can  that  policy  be  maintained  than 
in  supplying  the  public  with  the  most  efficient  mail  service  that,  with 
due  regard  to  its  own  best  interests,  can  be  furnished  for  its  accommo- 
dation. 

The  Attorney-General  renews  the  recommendation  contained  in  his 
report  of  las|;  year  touching  the  fees  of  witnesses  and  jurors. 
He  favors  radical  changes  in  the  fee  bill,  the  adoption  of  a  system  by 
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which  attorne3rs  and  marshals  of  the  United  States  shall  be  compen- 
sated solely  by  salaries,  and  the  erection  by  the  Government  of  a  peni- 
tentiary for  the  confinement  of  offenders  against  its  laws. 

Of  the  varied  governmental  concerns  in  charge  of  the  Interior  De- 
partmenty  the  report  of  its  Secretary  presents  an  interesting  summary. 
Among  the  topics  deserving  particular  attention  I  refer  you  to  his 
observations  respecting  our  Indian  affairs,  tlA  pre-emption  and  timber- 
eoltore  acts,  the  failure  of  railroad  companies  to  take  title  to  lands 
granted  by  the  Government,  and  the  operations  of  the  Pension  Office, 
the  Patent  Office,  the  Census  Bureau,  and  the  Bureau  of  Education. 

Allusion  has  been  made  already  to  the  circumstance  that,  both  as 
between  the  different  Indian  tribes  and  as  between  the  Indians  and  the 
whites,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  unbroken  peace. 

In  this  circumstance  the  President  is  glad  to  find  justification  for  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  its  dealing  with  the  Indian  question,  and 
eonfirmation  of  the  views  which  were  fully  expressed  in  his  first  com- 
munication to  the  Forty-seventh  Congress. 

The  Secretary  urges  anew  the  enactment  of  a  statute  for  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes  committed  on  the  Indian  reservations,  and  recommends 
the  passage  of  the  biU  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  18,000  square  miles  from  the  Sioux  reserva- 
tion.   Both  these  measures  are  worthy  of  approval. 

I  concur  with  him  also  in  advising  the  repeal  of  the  pre-emption  law, 
the  enactment  of  statutes  resolving  the  present  legal  complications 
touching  lapsed  grants  to  railroad  companies,  and  the  funding  of  the 
debt.of  the  several  Pacific  railroads  under  such  guaranty  as  shall  effectu- 
ally secure  its  ultimate  payment. 

The  report  of  the  Utah  Commission  will  be  read  with  interest. 

It  discloses  the  results  of  recent  legislation  looking  to  the  prevention 
and  punishment  of  polygamy  in  that  Territory.  I  still  believe  that  if 
that  abominable  practice  can  be  suppressed  by  law  it  can  only  be  by  the 
most  radical  legislation  consistent  with  the  restraints  of  the  Constitution. 

I  again  recommend,  therefore,  that  Congress  assume  absolute  politi- 
cal control  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners,  with  such  governmental  powers  as  in  its  judgment 
may  justly  and  wisely  be  put  into  their  hands. 

In  the  course  of  this  communication  reference  has  more  than  once 
been  made  to  the  policy  of  this  Government  as  regards  the  extension 
of  our  foreign  trade.  It  seems  proper  to  declare  the  general  principles 
that  should,  in  my  opinion,  underlie  our  national  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion. 
The  main  conditions  of  the  problem  may  be  thus  stated: 
We  are  a  people  apt  in  mechanical  pursuits  and  fertile  in  invention  | 
we  cover  a  vast  extent  of  territory  rich  in  agricultural  products  and  in 
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nearly  all  the  raw  materials  necessary  for  snccessfal  manafacture;  we 
have  a  system  of  productive  establishments  more  than  sofQcient  to 
supply  our  own  demands ;  th^  wages  of  labor  are  nowhere  else  so  great; 
the  scale  of  living  of  our  artisan  classes  is  such  as  tends  to  secure  their 
personal  comfort  and  the  development  of  those  higher  moral  and  intel- 
lectual qualities  that  go  to  the  making  of  good  citizens.  Our  system 
of  tax  and  tariff  legislation  is  yielding  a  revenue  which  is  in  excess  of 
the  present  needs  of  the  Government. 

These  are  the  elements  from  which  it  is  sought  to  devise  a  scheme  by 
which,  without  un£ftvorab1y  changing  the  condition  of  the  workingman, 
our  merchant  marine  shall  be  raised  from  its  enfeebled  condition  and 
new  markets  provided  for  the  sale,  beyond  our  borders,  of  tbe  manifold 
fruits  of  our  industrial  enterprises. 

The  problem  is  complex,  and  can  be  solved  by  no  single  measure  of 
innovation  or  reform. 

The  countries  of  the  American  continent  and  the  adjacent  islands  s^e 
for  the  United  States  the  natural  marts  of  supply  and  demand.  It  is 
from  them  that  we  should  obtain  what  we  do  not  produce  or  do  not 
produce  in  sufBciency,  and  it  is  to  them  that  the  surplus  productions 
of  our  fields,  our  mills,  and  our  workshops  should  flow,  under  conditions 
that  will  equalize  or  favor  them  in  comparison  with  foreign  competition. 

Four  paths  of  i>olicy  seem  to  point  to  this  end. 

First,  a  series  of  reciprocal  commercial  treaties  with  the  countries  of 
America  which  shall  foster  between  us  and  them  an  unhampered  move- 
ment of  trade.  The  conditions  of  these  treaties  should  be  the  free 
admission  of  such  merchandise  as  this  country  does  not  produce,  in 
return  for  the  admission  free  or  under  a  fovored  scheme  of  duti^,  of 
our  own  products — ^the  benefits  of  such  exchange  to  apply  only  to  goods 
carried  under  the  flag  of  the  parties  to  the  contract;  the  removal,  on 
both  sides,  from  the  vessels  so  privileged  of  all  tonnage  dues  and 
national  imposts  so  that  those  vessels  may  ply  unhindered  between  our 
ports  and  those  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  though  without  in- 
fringing on  the  reserved  home  coasting  trade;  the  removal  or  reduc- 
tion of  burdens  on  the  exported  products  of  those  countries  coming 
within  the  benefits  of  the  treaties;  and  the  avoidance  of  the  technical 
restrictions  and  penalties  by  which  our  intercourse  with  those  countries 
Is  at  present  hampered. 

Secondly,  the  establishment  of  the  consular  service  of  the  United 
States  on  a  salaried  footing,  thus  permitting  the  relinquishment  of  con- 
sular fees  not  only  as  respects  vessels  under  the  national  flag,  but  also 
as  respects  vessels  of  the  treaty  nations  carrying  goods  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  treaties. 

Thirdly,  the  enactment  of  measures  to  favor  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  a  steam  carrying  marine  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

Fourthly,  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  currency  basis  for  the 
countries  of  America,  so  that  the  coined  products  of  our  mines  may 
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dieolate  on  equal  term8  thronghontthe  wholesjstem of  oommonwealths. 
This  would  require  a  moDetary  uqIoii  of  America,  whereby  the  output 
of  the  bullion-producing  countries  and  the  circi^ation  of  those  which 
yield  neither  gold  nor  silver  could  be  adjusted  in  conformity  with  the 
population,  wealth,  and  commercial  needs  of  each.  As  many  of  the 
countries  furnish  no  bullion  to  the  common  stock,  the  surplus  production 
of  our  mines  and  mints  might  thus  be  utilized  and  a  step  taken  toward 
the  general  remonetization  of  silver. 

To  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends,  so  far  as  they  can  be  attained 
by  separate  treaties,  the  negotiations  already  concluded  and  now  in 
progress  have  been  directed,  and  the  favor  which  this  enlarged  policy 
has  thus  fEur  received  warrants  the  belief  that  its  operations  will  ere 
long  embrace  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  countries  of  this  hemisphere. 

It  is  by  no  means  desirable,  however,  that  the  policy  under  consid- 
eration should  be  applied  to  these  countries  alone.  The  healthfhl  en- 
largement of  our  trade  with  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa  should  be  sought 
by  reducing  tariff  burdens  on  such  of  their  wares  as  neither  we  nor  the 
other  American  States  are  fitted  to  produce,  and  thus  enabling  our- 
selves to  obtain  in  return  a  better  market  for  our  supplies  of  food,  of 
raw  materials,  and  of  the  manufactures  in  which  we  excel. 

It  seems  to  me  that  many  of  the  embarrassing  elements  in  the  great 
national  conflict  betweea  protection  and  free  trade  may  thus  be  turned 
to  good  account — ^that  the  revenue  may  be  reduced  so  as  no  longer  to 
overtax  the  people,  that  protective  duties  may  be  retained  without  be- 
coming burdensome,  that  our  shipping  interests  may  be  judiciously  en- 
couraged, the  currency  fixed  on  firm  bases,  and  above  all  such  an  unity 
of  interests  established  among  the  states  of  the  American  system  as 
wiU  be  of  great  and  ever  increasing  advantage  to  them  all. 

All  treaties  in  the  line  of  this  policy  which  have  been  negotiated  or 
are  in  process  of  negotiation  contain  a  provision  deemed  to  be  requisite 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  limiting  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  the  authority  to  originate  bills  for  raising  revenue. 

On  the  29th  of  February  last  I  transmitted  to  the  Congress  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  together  with  commu- 
nications from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Qovemment,  respecting  the  practical  workings  of  the  law  under  which 
the  Commission  had  been  acting.  The  good  results  therein  foreshad- 
owed have  been  more  than  realized. 

The  system  has  fully  answered  the  expectations  of  its  friends  in 
securing  competent  and  faithful  public  servants  and  in  protecting  the 
appointing  ofBcers  of  the  Government  from  the  pressure  of  personal 
importunity  and  from  the  labor  of  examining  the  claims  and  preten- 
sions of  rival  candidates  for  public  employment. 

The  law  has  had  the  unqualified  support  of  the  President  and  of  the 
beads  of  the  several  Departments,  and  the  members  of  the  Commission 
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have  performed  their  dutiea  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Their  report  will 
shortly  be  submitted,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  such  recommenda- 
tions for  enlarging  the  scope  of  the  existing  statute  as  shall  commend 
themselves  to  the  Ei^ecutive  and  the  Commissioners  charged  with  its 
administration. 

In  view  of  the  general  and  persistent  demand  throughout  the  com- 
mercial community  for  a  national  bankrupt  law,  I  hope  that  the  differ- 
ences of  sentiment  which  have  hitherto  prevented  its  enactment  may 
not  outlast  the  present  session. 

The  pestilence  which  for  the  past  two  years  has  been  raging  in  the 
countries  of  the  East  recently  made  its  appearance  in  European  ports 
with  which  we  are  in  constant  communication. 

The  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  a  proclamation 
of  the  President,  issued  certain  regulations  restricting,  and  for  a  time 
prohibiting,  the  importation  of  rags  and  the  admission  of  baggage  of 
immigrants  and  of  travelers  arriving  from  infected  quarters.  Lest  this 
course  may  have  been  without  strict  warrant  of  law,  I  approve  the 
recommendation  of  the  present  Secretary  that  the  Congress  take  action 
in  the  premises,  and  I  also  recommend  the  immediate  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  be  likely  to  ward  off  the  dreaded  epidemic,  and  to 
mitigate  its  severity  in  case  it  shall  unhappily  extend  to  our  shores. 

TPhe  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
reviews  the  operations  of  the  several  departments  of  its  municipal  gov- 
ernment I  ask  your  careful  consideration  of  its  suggestions  in  respect 
to  legislation — especially  commending  such  as  relate  to  a  revision  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  code,  the  performance  of  labor  by  persons  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  in  the  jail,  the  construction  and  occupation  of  wharves 
along  the  river  front,  and  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  Dis- 
trict offices. 

I  recommend  that,  in  recognition  of  the  eminent  services  of  Ulysses 
S.  Grant,  late  General  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  and  twice 
President  of  this  nation,  the  Congress  confer  upon  him  a  suitiible  pen- 
sion. 

Certain  of  the  measures  that  seem  to  me  necessary  and  expedient  I 
have  now,  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  recommended  for  your 
adoption. 

As  respects  others  of  no  less  importance,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
renewing  the  recommendations  already  made  to  the  Congress,  without 
restating  the  grounds  upon  which  such  recommendations  were  based. 
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13ie  preservation  of  forests  on  the  public  domain,  the  granting  of 
OoTemment  aid  for  popalar  education,  the  amendment  of  the  Federal 
Gonstitatioii  bo  as  to  make  effective  the  disapproval  by  the  President 
of  partionlar  items  in  appropriation  bills,  the  enactment  of  statutes  in 
r^ard  to  t^e  filling  of  vacancies  in  the  Presidential  office,  and  the  de- 
termining of  vexed  questions  respecting  Presidential  inability  are  meas- 
ures which  may  justly  receive  your  serious  consideration. 

As  the  time  draws  nigh  when  I  am  to  retire  from  the  public  service, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  to  the  members  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature with  whiom  I  have  been  brought  into  personal  and  official  inter- 
course my  sincere  appreciation  of  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  of  their 
harmonions  co-operation  with  the  Executive  in  so  many  measures  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  Nation. 

And  to  my  fellow -citizens  generally  I  acknowledge  a  deep  sense'^f 
obligation  for  the  support  which  they  have  accorded  me  in  my  admin- 
istration of  the  Erecutive  Department  of  this  Government 

CHESTER  A.  AETHUB. 

Washington,  December  1, 1884. 
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LIST  OF  PAPERS,  WITH  THEIR  SUBJECTS. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 


So. 


From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Snl»ject.  iPrtRe. 


Mr.  ThomaA  O.  Osborn   to 
Mr.  FT^UnehuvRcn    (No. 


1883. 
Oct.    24 


1884. 


2     Sametoaame  (No.  417) May     6 


3      Same  to  same  (No.  410) . 


June  16 


4     Same  to  sarao  (Xo.  422) June  26 


5    Bftme  to  same  (No.  437)  . 


Oct.    n 


t    S«De  to  »me  (No.  4.38) Oct.    16 


Political:  .Arjrontino  Congress  closed  it«  session 
on  22d  instant :  few  bills  passed ;  the  bill  to  bor- 
row $80,000,000,  to  call  in  the  6  per  cent,  and  is- 
sue 5  per  cent,  bonds  defeated  ;  srent  excite-  | 
nicnt  over  the  bill  to  prevent  teachine  of  relig- 
iotis  dogmas  in  public  schools.  I)efeat««l  in  the 
S*>natc  by  one  vote.  Separation  of  chnrch  and 
state  probable  in  near  future.  i 

Political :  Openingof  Congress  and  reading  of  the 
Pre.<iident'8  message;  Argentine  Republic  at 
peace  with  all  cations;  increaaed  immigration;  I 
great  progress  has  been  made  in  railroad  and 
telcCTaph  construction;  revenues  of  the  nation 
are  in  good  condition,  and  there  is  a  surplus  over  i 
expenditures ;  increase  of  foreign  commerce. 

Chnrch  and  state:  Dismissal  by  the  Government  j 
of  the  Catholic  bishop  of  Coftlova  for  issuing  a  i 
pastoral  letter  prohibiting  parent*  from  sending  I 
their  child  renfto  schools  where  Protestant  teach-  i 
ers  are  employed ;  the  bishop  refuses  to  accept  I 
his  dismissal,  asserting  that  his  first  duty  is  to  I 
obey  instructions  tVom  Rt>me  rather  than  the 
laws  or  orders  of  the  national  Government;  the  j 
separation  of  church  and  state  will  jirobably  be  ; 
the  final  result.  ^         ' 

Church  and  state:  The  bill  presented  by  the  Lib-  i 
eral  party  abolishing  sectarian  test  and  teach-  < 
ing  in  the  schools  of  the  national  capital  has  ' 
passed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  As  It  takes  a  ' 
two-thirds  vote  of  one  chamber  to  defeat  a  bill  ^ 
passed  in  the  other,  and  a«  this  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  the  Senate,  the  bill  will  become  a  law.  j 

Church  and  state:  Discussion  in  the  Chamber  of  | 
Deputies  on  the  proposition  to  suppress  semi-  j 
naiies  for  the  education  of  priests  which  the  , 
Government  has  heretofore  supported;  great  I 
excitement  and  bitter  feeling  inconsequence;  j 
probable  success  of  the  anti-clericals  and  con-  I 
sequent  separation  of  church  and  state. 

Church  and  state:  Dr.  Maltera,  the  Catholic 
apostolic  delegate,  given  his  passports  and 
ordered  to  leave  the  Argentine  Republic  in 
twenty-four  hours  for  interfering  with  the  laws 
and  authorities  of  the  country;  Dr.  Maltera 
had  anathematized  the  normal  school  at  Cor- 
dova because  Protestanta  had  been  employed 

.  by  the  Government  to  teach  the  sciences :  ho 
promised  to  remove  the  anathema  providing 
the  directress,  an  American  and  Protestant, 
obtained  certain  promises  fh>m  the  minister  of 
worship;  she  was  sharply  reprimande*!  for 
writing  to  the  Government  to  that  effect  t  Dr. 
Maltera  is  charged  with  fomenting  agitation 
m  the  country. 
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LIST   OF    PAPERS. 


AUSTRIA-HUNG  VRY. 


No., 


From  and  to  whom. 


7  •  Mr.  Taft  to   Mr.  Preling- 
j      haysen  (No.  124). 


Dato. 


1884 
Mar. 


Subject. 


I  Pago. 


I 


8  I  Same  to  same  (No.  140) i  May  13  i 


Mr.  Freliogboysen  to  Mr. 
Francis  (No.  2). 


10  f  Mr.  TafttoMr.  Frelinirhuy- 
sen  (No.  155). 


11  I  Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Freling- 
i      sen  (No.  8). 


12  I  Same  to  same  (No.  24)  . 

13  Same  to  same  (No.  27) . . 


17  Military  service  demanded  from  the  sons  of 
Anton  Wnrglitz  by  the  Oovemment  of  Hun- 
gary :  Anton  'Wnrglitz,  a  native  of  Hungary, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  (where  his 
three  sons  were  bom)  in  1851,  and  became  a 
naturalized  American  citizen ;  he  returned  to 
Hungary  in  1807,  purchased  land,  and  has  since 
remained,  having  been  elected  the  chief  magis- 
tiateof  his  town  in  1879;  he  makes  claim  of 
American  citizenship  to  shield  his  sons  from  the 
necesflit.v  of  perrorming  military  service ;  as  he 
bat«  shown  no  disponitibn  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Taft  holds  that  he  has  no  just  claim 
to  protectinn  as  an  American  citizen,  but  must 
be  neld  to  have  renounced  his  citizenship. 
Irooressment  into  the  Austrian  military  service 
of  Vitus  Taxacher:  Taxacher  was  examined 
[  for  military  service  when  nineteen  years  of  age, 

'  but  being  then  found  not  competi'nt  he  was 

I  ordered  to  present  himself  in  a  year's  time ; 

during  that  year  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  became  an  American  citizen;  on 
bis  return  to  Austria  on  a  visit  he  was  enrolled 
in  the  array :  on  Mr.  Taft's  presentation  of  the 
case  Taxacber  was  discharged  :  incloses  corre- 
spondence with  foreign  office. 

Aug.  7  Mormon  proselytizing  in  Austria-Hungary:  It  is 
reported  in  a'New  York  newspaper  that  Aus- 
tria has  adopted  measures  to  prevent  this,  and 
has  ordered  the  Vienna  police  to  arrest  all  Mor- 
mon missionaries  engaged  in  obtaining  emi- 
grants for  Utah.  Any  steps  taken  by  the  Aus- 
trian authorities  to  repress  such  unlawful  en- 
terpiises  by  Mormon  agents  who  are  operating 
beyond  the  reach  of  American  laws  should  be 
promptly  recognized  as  in  the  interest  of  good 
feeling  and  morality.  Mr.  Francis  is  instructed 
to  investigate  the  liicts,  and  if  found  as  stated, 
to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  to 
Austria. 

Aug.  12     Mormon  proselytizing  in  Austria:  Orders  have 

been  given  by  Austrian  Oovemment  to  prevent 

,      Mormon  agents  from  the  United  States  from 

I      making  converts ;  Mr.  Taft  has  expressed  the 

appieciation  of  the  United  States  at  this  action. 

Sept.  24  '  Mormon  proselytizing  in  Austiia:  Measures  taken 
by  Austria  to  prevent  proselytizing  to  recruit 
the  Momion  community  in  Utah;  inclosingnoto 
from  minister  fur  foreijcn  affairs,  stating  the  ar- 
rest of  a  Mot  m<m  missionary  at  Prague,  and  his 
I  r<*ply  thanking  the  Austrian  Government  for 
(      its  action,    f See  Document  No.  9.  ] 

Nov.  5  Public  debt  statement  of  Austria:  Detailed  and 
comparative  statement  of. 

Nov.  13  Budget  of  Austria-Hungary:  Including  estimates 
of  expeuilitures  for  1885,  common  to  both  parts 
of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire.  There  is  also 
a  separate  budget  for  Austria  and  one  for  Hun- 
gary. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  AUSTRIA-HUNGAKY  AT  WASHINGTON. 


14 


15 


1884. 
Baron  Schaeflferto  Mr.  Fre-  i  Aug.  23 
linghuysen. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Baron  Schaef- 
fer. 


Aug.  23 


Complaint  of  Austro-Hnngarian  consul  at  Pitts- 
burgh that  he  was  onlered  under  a  local  regula- 
tion to  take  down  his  tlas  which  he  had  dis- 
played in  honor  of  the  Emperor's  birthday ; 
Bafon  Schaeffer  requests  that  the  chief  of  police 
be  i-eprimauded  and  the  local  authorities  oe  in- 
structed as  to  the  treaty  rights  of  consuls 

Complaint  of  Austro-Hungarian  consul  at  Pitta- 
burgh  that  he  w-a«  onlereil  by  thechief  of  police 
to  take  down  his  flag  :  An  immediate  investiga- 
tion will  be  maile;  no  doubt  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion will  be  reached. 
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LIST   OF   PAPERS.  XXIX 

COBBBgPONDBKCB  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  AUSTRIA-HITNGARY-CoDUnued. 


Xe. '        Proo  and  to  whom. 


IS    Smw  to  same  . 


Date. 


1884. 
Sept    12  I 


Subject. 


Complaint  of  the  Aoittro-HoBgariao  nonsnl  at 
Pittfiburgh  that  he  wa«  ordered  by  the  chief  of 
police  to  take  down  his  Ask  :  The  urder  was  is- 
saMi  under  a  misonderstanding ;  no  insult  was 
intended ;  the  authorities  have  been  informe<l 
fully  of  consuhir  richts  under  the  treaties, 
M  hich  will  doubtless  be  respected  in  fhture ;  en- 
closes letter  from  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  a  letter  from  the  mayor  of  Pittsburgh  ex- 
pluiuing  the  occurrence. 


I  Page. 


19 


BELGIUM. 


Mr.  n»h  to  Mr.  Frelinghny- 
■oi  (So.  190). 


U     Same  to  same  (No.  202) May 


II   I  Same  to  same  (No.  224) . 


1884.      ' 
Mar.  31  i  Trichinae:  Injustice  of  the  exclusion  of  American   j 
I      pork  on  account  of;  inclones  an  extract  Irom  i 
Independence -Bfl^e  newspaper,  stating  that  ' 
German  pork  is  much  mote  liable  to  trichinae  [ 
than  Amei-ican,  and  annoumiog  the  discovery 
'  -   by  Pr«»fi'»»or  Bollinger,  of  Mnuicli,  of  a  new 
I      parasite,  dangerous  to  animals  and  human  be- 
ings, in  German  pork. 
Marriage  of  Ameiio.'uisin  the  American  legation 
at  Brussels :  Mr.  Orvtile  Keed,  who  desires  to 
'      be  married  in  the  If  gat  ion,  has  been  told  that 
the  marriage  should  be  performed  in  accordance  ' 
with  the  Belgian  law  and  section  4082  of  the  | 
KevjHed  Statutes ;  incloses  his  correspondence  ' 
with  Mr.  Keed. 
June  25  ;  Grain  impoit^'d  into  Belgium  :  It  is  ptoposed  by 
the  clerical  party,  many  of  whom  are  land-  , 
I      owners,  to  imnose  a  tax,  as  the  competition  of  \ 
'      American  ana  other  foreign  grain  has  caused  j 
great  depression  among  the  agricultural  classes ; 
the  manufrtcturing  centers  will  oppose  the  tax  ;  | 
statistics  of  the  Belgian  grain  trade  given.  i 


21 


22 


24 


BRAZIL. 


Mr. Trail  to  Mr.  Frelinghny- 
:     sen  (No.  110). 


1884. 
May   21 


I 


Sum  to  Mine  (No.  U6) 


ne  (No.  130)  . 


Slaverj-  m  Brazil:  The  immense  slave  traffic  pre-  27 

viously  carried  on  ;  rise  of  abolitiun  societies ;  ' 
passage  of  the  law  of  September  28,  1871,  db-  ( 
I      clarlug  children  of  slave   mothers  born  after 
that  date  to  be  free ;  the  law  has  been  evaded  ;  | 
a    fund  from   various  sources   purchases  the 
freotlom  of  a  number  of  slaves  yeailv ;  all  the  I 
'      slaves  in  the  province  of  Cear^  have  been  made  ' 
free ;  one-sixth  of  the  population  of  Brazil  are  ' 
now  slaves ;  necessity  of  legislation  to  finish  the  ' 
i      work  of  manumission. 
Juno  27  '  Monastic  realty  :  Enforcement  of  the  law  of  June  31 

^      28,   1870,   ordering  the  conversion  of  monastic 
I      property  into  national  stock,  the  interest  on  the  I 

investment  to  be  paid  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
I      members ;   thirty  years  ai:o  a  law  was  passed  | 
<      prohibiting  the  creation  ofnew  monastic  orders, 

or  the  increase  of  those  then  existing;  the  i 
I      orders  having  schools  or  hospitals  are  undis- 
I      turbed ;  the  law  is  finally  being  carried  out  , 
I      against  the  protest  nf  the  Pope.  I 

Sept.  16     Immigration  to  Brazil :  Great  eflbrts  made  by  the  ,        32 
Government  to  secure  emigrants  for  agricult-  • 
I      nral  laborers  to  take  the  place  of  the  slaves ; 

thus  far  the  efforta  have  had  small  results;  • 
{  sparsenesa  of  the  population  of  Brazil ;  there  i 
I  is  little  inducement  for  emigrants  to  settle;  ' 
,  many  find  the  contracts  reduce  them  to  a  aer-  I 
I      vile  condition,  and  run  away. 
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XXX  U8T   OF   PAPERS. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA. 


No.  From  ami  to  whom.  Date.  Subject.  i  Pag«. 

1884.       1 

23  '  Mr.Halltoilr.  FreliDghuv-     Jau.     3     Now  c*»nfttitiition  of  Salvador:  This  is  tlie  third  34 

sen  (No.  Ih8).  '  that  has  been  prom algated  in  twenty  years  ;  it  , 

I      states  that  ^ivador  is  ready  to  join  a  Central  , 

'      American  fedei-ation  whenever  circumstances 

permit,  and  guarantees  relifdous  ci^ualitv;   it  i 

provides  for  the  immedicte  re-election  or  the  i 

•  I      JPresident,  which  was  not  i>ermitted  in  the  pre-  I 

!  viouH  constitution ;  this  is  to  permit  the  con-  1 

1  I      Rtitutional  re-election  of  President  ZaJdivar —  ' 

I      the  latter  being  the  reason  fi)r  the  formation  of  i 
'  the  new  constitution.  i 

24  Same  to  same  (No.  189).  ...     Jan.     3     New  constitution  of  Salvador:  Certain  articles  35 

!      are  objectionable  as  being  *n  contravention  of 
'      international  law  ;  ii  is  laid  down  that  foreign*  I 
er8  shall  not  have  recourse  to  diplomatic  action,  ' 
except  in  cases  of  denial  of  justice :  it  is  also 
I  held  that  i»ersons  bom  in  the  territory  of  the  i 

'  Kepublio  are  Salvadorians,  and  that  a  Salva-  | 

;  I      dorian  woman  by  marriage  with  a  foreigner  | 

I  I      does  not  lose  her  Salvadorian  citizenship;   a 

similar  pn>vi8ion  in  the  Guatemalan  constitu-  , 
tion  was  protested  against  by  United  Stat«s  1 
Minister  Logan  ;  Mr.  Hall  has  protested  under  ' 
the  same  instructions;  Mr.  Logan's  note  to 
Guatemalan  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  Mr.  ' 
Hall's  note  of  protest  an  inclosed. 

25       Same  to  same  (No.  195) Jan.   21     New  constitution  of  Salvador:  Protest  of  Mr.  I        37 

I      Hall  against  its  o'ojuctionable  provisions;  in-  | 
closes  note  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 


stating  in  reply  to  his  protest  that  Salvador. 
while  dissenting  from  Mr.  Hall's  position,  will 


1 


continue  to  accept  diplomatic  intervention  of  < 
foreign    representatives    in    conformity    with 
treaties  in  force  and  the  general  provisions  of 
>  '  international  law.  ^ 

26  Same  to  same  (No.  241) July  25  I  Abrogation  bv  the  Costa  Bican  Congress  of  the  38 

decree  making  Limon  a  free  port  for  ten  years, 

ten  months  att«r  it«  promulgation :  Hardship 
I  and  probable  loss  to  Amenc4in  merchants  byt  he 
I      immediate  execution  of  the  decree;  Mr.  Hall 

has  reserved  all  rights  of  American  citizens  for 
I  losses  growing  out  of  the  execution  of  the  de- 
'  cree  without  due  notice;  the  decree  making 
,  Limon  a  fn-c  port,  the  repeal,  letter  from  consul 
I  at  San  Jos^  lett«r  from  an  American  merchant, 
!      and  Mr.  Hall's  note  of  protest  to  Costa  Rican  j 

minister  for  foreign  affairs,  are  inclosed.  , 

27  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.     Aug.  20     Abrogation  by  the  Costa  Ricau  Congress  of  the  41 

Hall  (No.  170).  decree  making  Limon  a  tree  port  of  entry  for 

ten  years:  Mr.  Hall's  protest  against  the  pro-  > 
mnlgation  of  the  repeal  without  previous  notice 
is  approved ;  should  Costa  Kica  deny  reaponsi-  , 
'  bilit V  for  losseb  sustained  by  American  citizens, 

Mr.  Hall  will  transmit  all  claims  for  losses  from 
transactions  anterior  to  notice  of  the  repeal  and 
)      urge  upon  Costa  Rica  the  right  of  the  United 
I      States  to  be  fully  indemniffed  for  losses  bv  rea-  , 
I  >      son  of  the  want  of  reasonable  notice  of  the  re- 

peal. ' 

Mr.  Whitehouse  to  Mr.  Da-     Sept.  13     Abrogation,  without  previous  notice,  by  the  Costa  42 

vis  (No.  2).  Rican  Congress  of  the  decree  making  Limon  a 

i  fWie  port  for  ten  years :  The  minister  for  foreign 

affairs,  in  replying  to  Mr.  Hall's  protest,  claims  I 
that  Costa  Rica  mus  the  right  to  abrogate  the  ' 
'  decree  at  anjr  time ;  a  decree  has,  however,  been 

J  issued  by  which  "principal  articles "  can  be  im-  | 

ported  free  of  duty  for  use  in  tho  district  of  | 
I  Limon. 

29     Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Frelinghny-     Oct.      I     Abrogation  without  previous  notice  by  the  Costa  ,        43 
sen  (No.  263).  *     '  Rican  Congress  or  the  decree  making  Limon  a  ' 

tree  port  for  ten  years :  The  goods  of  an  Ameri-  ' 
can  citizen  held  at  Limon  for  duties  have  been 
discharged  on  the  protest  of  the  consul; 'the  I 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  cf  Costa  Rica  re-  | 
plies  to  Mr.  Hall's  protest  that  CostA  Rica  has  | 
a  right  to  revoke  the  decree  at  any  time ;  Mr.  i 
Hall  replies  that  claims  for  damages  will  be 
brought  for  losses  arising  ftom  fkilure  of  doe  ' 
notice  of  the  repeal ;  oorrespondence  inclosed,    t 
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30 


31 


Mr.   Hunter 
(No.  184). 


to  Mr.  Hall 


Date. 


1884.      I 
Oct.    13  i 


Mr.   Hall    to 
(No.  287). 


Mr.  Hunter     Nov.  25 


Subject. 


Abrogation  without  previoufl  notice  bj  the  Costa 
Blcan  Cod  Kress  of  the  decree  making  Limou  a 
free  port  for  ten  years :  Mr.  Hall  is  instructed 
to  report  upon  the  situation  and  to  inform  the 
Department  of  the  modification  of  the  repeal, 
so  far  as  the  free  importation  of  "principal 
articles"  is  concerned,  that  the  necessary  steps 
may  be  taken  to  protect  American  interests. 

Abrogation  without  previous  notice  by  tlie  Costa 
Rican  Coni^ress  of  the  decree  making  Limon  a 
free  port  lor  ten  years:  As  no  complaints  for 
losses  have  reached  the  legation,  there  appears 
no  need  for  ftirther  correspondence  with  Costa 
Rica.  The  Government  has  permitted  the  free 
importation  of  all    goods    ordered    nnder  the 

guarantees  of  the  former  law.    The  law  allow- 
ig  the  free  importation  of  certain  aTtides  for 
use  in  Limon  has  not  yet  gone  into  etfect. 


Date. 


45 


45 


CHINA. 


32     Mr.  Tonne  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hoyaen  (No.  277). 


1883. 
Nov.    8 


33      Same  to  same  (No.  297) I  Nov.  30 


1884. 
34      Same  to  tame  (No.  319) Jan.     6 


33      Same  to  same  (No.  326) Jan.   21 


36      Mr.  Freliughuysen  to  Mr.     Jan.   22 
Yoong  (telegram). 


37    Mr.  Tonng  to  Mr.  Freling-    Jan. 
hoyaen  (No.  338).  | 


Mob  at  Canton  caused  by  the  murder  of  a  China* 
man  by  a  Portuguese  and  an  Englishman: 
DeHtruotionofaportlonof  the  European  reser- 
vation ;  incloses  letter  from  consul  at  Canton, 
giving  an  account  of  the  riot,  and  the  note  of 
the  consul  to  the  Viceroy  asking  military  pro- 
tection against  the  rioters. 

Petroleum  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
China:  It  is  increasing  rapidly  ;  no  desire  is 
evinced  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  ham- 
per the  trade  except  at  Canton  and  Shanghai, 
where  an  additional  tax  to  that  allowed  by  the 
treaty  is  exacted ;  Mr.  Young  rei)resent8  to  the 
foreign  office  that  this  tax  is  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  and  an  isjui-y  to  the  poor  in  China ;  he 
requests  refund  of  the  extra  tax ;  Mr.  Young's 
note  to  Prince  Knng  is  inclosed. 

Claims  of  foreigners  growing  out  of  the  riot  at 
Canton :  Details  the  negotiation  with  the  ya- 
m^n  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
arbitrate  on  the  amounts  to  be  allowed  on  the 
claims;  the  negotiation  fails  because  of  the 
iusistance  of  the  Chinese  Government  that  an 
examination  into  the  oiroumstanoes  of  the  riot 
should  first  be  made :  this  the  foreign  legations 
reftise;  the  losses  of  foreigners  will  now  be 
settled  by  representation  of  their  respective 
Governments. 

Outbreak  against  foreigners  at  Canton  fomented 
by  the  imblication  of  a  proclamation  by  Imperial 
Commissioner  Pang  directing  foreigners  to  leave 
the  city  because  of  the  war  between  France  and 
China:  Chinese  mobs  attack  the  Christian  chap- 
els, and  great  excitement  prevails ;  Consul  Sey- 
mour causes  the  viceroy  to  issue  proclamations 
epjoining  quiet,  and  order  is  restored.  Mr. 
Yoang  complains  to  the  vamAn  against  the  pub- 
lication of  (Jommissioner  Pang's  proclamation. 

Obstruction  of  the  port  of  Canton  by  the  Chinese 
to  prevent  possibility  of  attack  by  the  French: 
United  State*  minister  to  Great  Britain  has  had 
an  interview  with  Lord  Granville ;  the  former 
has  been  instructed  that  treaty  ports  cannot 
rightfully  be  closed  by  either  France  or  China, 
except  by  latter  for  defense ;  should  France 
agree  absolutely  not  to  attack  treaty  ports,  Mr. 
Young  will  protest  against  their  obstruction, 
but  not  in  case  of  necessary  defense. 

Famines  in  the  north  of  China  caused  by  floods : 
Mr.  Young  incloses  memorials  addressed  to  the 
throne  proposing  to  relieve  the  distress  by  sell- 
ing grain  to  the  poor  at  reduced  rates. 
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48 


52 


58 


64 
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38     Same  to  same  (No.  350)  . 


Date. 


1884.      ' 
Feb.     11 


Solject 


P»«et 


39  I  Same  to  same  (No.  387) Mar.    21 


40     Same  to  same  (No.  398)  . 


Mar.    28 


41     Same  to  same  ( bfo.  407) Mar.  31 


42     Same  to  same  (No. 413) «  Apr.     1 


43     Same  to  same  (No.  427) Apr.  Itf 


44     Mr.^Frelinghnysen  to  Mr..    Apr.  18 
Young  (No.  267). 


45     Mr.  Yonnjt  to  Mr.  Fryliug-  .  June  18 
huysen  (No.  462).  | 


46     Mr.  Freliiiubuysen  to  Mr.     Aug.    6 
Yonng  (No.  316). 


ObstnictioB  of  tbe  port  of  Canton  by  the  ChineaA 
to  prevent  possibility  of  attack  by  the  French : 
Protest  of  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  and  Germany,  that  by 
treaty  commerce  with  the  ports  cannot  be  ob- 
structed by  China,  and  especially  so  as  war 
had  not  been  declared;  Mr.  Yonne  inclosee 
memoranda  of  the  interviews  with  tne  yamto 
of  himself,  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  and  Count  Tatten- 
bach ;  it  is  finally  declared  that  sufflotent  space  i 
will  be  left  open  for  vessels  to  enter  the  port.     > 

Settlement  by  the  authorities  at  Canton  of  lossea 
caused  by  the  sackineof  missionarv chapels  by 
Chinese  mobs:  Mr.  Young   regreta  that  the 
payment  of  money  indemnity  is  not  suppli-  * 
mented  by  the  punishment  of  the  rioters  and  , 
the  issue  of  proclamations  forbidding  such  dem*  i 

.  onstrations ;  cerrespondence  with  Consul  Sey- 
mour  at  Canton,  whose  action  brought  about  t 
the  settlement,  is  inclosed.  | 

Peti*oleum  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
China :  Mr.  Yonng  summarizes  the  reports  re-  i 
ceived  from  consuls  at  the  treaty  porta;   the 
trade  is  increasing  slowly,  with  no  obstructions  I 
by  the  authorities,  except  at  Focchow.  where  j 
proclamations  forbidding  its  use  have  been  is-  , 
sued,  owing  to  a  conflagration  caused  by  care- 
less handling  of  the  oil,  and  at  Canton,  uy  the 
imposition  of  heavy  local  taxes;  suggestions 
for  exteudin^  the  trade ;  Mr.  Yonng  has  again  ' 
asked  attention  by  the  Chinese  Government  to  i 
his  protest  against  the  imposition  of  the  addi-  : 
tional  duties  at  Canton. 

Condition  of  public  feeling  in  China  towards  for-  | 
eigners;   the  consuls  report  the  condition  fa>  t 
vornble,  except  at  Shanghai,  where  a  restless  ' 
feeling  prevails  owing  to  the  nearness  to  the 
French  operations  in  Annam ;  it  is  not  thought 
that  the  situation  warrants  alarm  or  the  ad^ce 
that  Americans  should  leave  the  interior  for  the 
sea-ports,  where  they  could  be  protected  by  war 
vessels. 

Settlement  bv  Secretary  of  Legation  Holcombe 
with  the  Chinese  governor  ofa  difficulty  grow- 
ing out  of  tbe  purchase  of  land  by  Ameri- 
can missionaries  at  Chinanfoo ;  Mr.  Holcombe 
detuls  his  negotiations  with  the  governor,  uid 
desoiibes  bis  journey  to  Chinaufoo,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary courtesies  paid  him  by  the  Chineae 
officials. 

Condition  of  affairs  in  Southern  China:  Mr.  Young 
incloses  a  dispatch  from  Consul  Seymonrat  Can- 
ton, describing  the  apathetic  feeling  in  regard 
French  operations  in  Tonquin,  and  the  progress 
ofa  Chinese  rebellion  in  the  province  of  Kwang- 
tnng. 

Obstruction  of  the  port  of  Canton  by  the  Chinese 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  attack  by  the 
French;  tbe  gravity  of  the  question  has  in 
'great  measure  bei^n  removed  by  the  assurance 
that  a  channel  of  150  feet  will  be  left  open;  even 
under  this  favorable  modification  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  channel  can  only  be  tolerated  a«  a 
temporary  measure,  to  be  removed  as  soon  as 
tbe  speciul  occasion  shall  have  passed ;  it  can- 
not be  admitted  as  a  precedent. 

Transit  passes  issued  for  thepassage  of  foreign 
goods  inland  :  Consul  at  Hankow  states  that 
tiie  passes  are  not  respected,  and  that  goods  are 
taxed  unlawfully :  it  is  admitted  that  the  goods 
are  often  the  property  of  Chinese  merchants; 
Mr.  Young  thinks  that  the  issuing  of  passes  for 
other  than  American  goods  is  a  fraud  on  the 
Chinese  treasury,  and  should  not  be  permitted. 

Immigration  of  Chinese  to  the  United  States :  At 
the  request  of  the  Chinese  legation,  twenty- 
four  Chinese  merchants  have  been  allowed  to 
land  at  San  Francisco  unprovided  with  certifi- 
cates, the  law  making  this  requirement  having 
passed  after  their  departure  from  China. 
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€7    Same  to  Mme  (No.  320) . 


48  I  Mr.  Yoans  to  Mr.  Freling- 
I     b87M(No.  494). 

tt  j  SaiMtoMwi«(Ka406) 

I 

flO  :  Mr.  FreUiiffbayaen  to  Hr. 
Toimg  (2^.  822). 


n  I  Mr.  Yonnirto  Mr.  Freling- 
;     hnjien  (No.  5U). 


I 


Subject. 


1884.     I 

Aug.  8  I  Transit  passes  issued  for  the  passage  of  foreign 
I  goods  inland :  American  merchants  using  such 
passes  for  cheir  own  goods  should  b«  protected 
m>m  losses  arising  firom  Tiolation  of  treaty  by 
Chinese  authorities ;  American  citizens  should 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  their  names  for  purposes 
of  Aaud  to  native  traders,  and  transit  passes  so 
issued  are  not  entitled  to  protection  bj  our  con- 
suls. 

Aug.  8  France  and  China:  Fourier  conrention  to  arrange 
basis  for  a  definite  treaty ;  translation  of  French 
and  Chinese  text  given,  and  the  variations  of 
expression  and  intent  ot  the  writers  pointed 
out. 

Aug.  12  Claim  of  Russell  A  Ck>.  vs.  China^  for  wharf  de- 
stroyed during  riots  at  Canton,  nas  been  paid ; 
this  is  the  only  one  of  the  various  claims  thus 
far  paid. 

Aug.  14  C!hinese  laborers  bound  for  British  Columbia  and 
refused  permission  to  land  temporarily  at  San 
Francisco :  Chinese  Minister  complains  of  this 
action ;  Treasury  Department  has  been  asked 
to  formulato  the  necessary  certificate  to  allow 
privileged  classes  to  come  to  United  States,  after 
learning  from  Attomey-Creneral  the  rights  of 
laborers  in  transit. 

Septb  16  Neutrality  to  be  observed  by  Americans  in  case 
of  war  between  France  and  China :  As  neither 
China  nor  France  have  yet  declared  warno  action 
will  be  taken  looking  towards  the  acceptance  of 
neutral  obligations  by  Americans  in  Cliina; 
cites  various  instances  where  the  question  has 
arisen ;  no  consensus  of  opinion  among  the 
diplomatic  corps. 
I 
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(X)RBBSPONDJBNCB  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  CHINA  AT  WASHINGTON. 


101 

108 
1*03 

103 


tt    Mr.  Cheng  Tsan  Jtl,  to  Mr. 
IMingfanjsen. 


«|Mr. 


[r.  FrelbBghnyfMn    to  Mr. 
Cheng  liaoJu. 


M  I  Mr.  Cheng  Tsao  Ja  to  Mr. 
FrsUn^uysen. 


15  I  Mr.  FreUngbnysen  to  Mr. 
Chsng  Taao  Jo. 


il .  Saaae  to  same. . 


ir.  Chsng  Tn 
Frelin^itiyai 


9  ;Mr^Chsng  Tteo  Ja  to  Mr. 
▼sen. 


in ^FB 


1884. 
Feb.  16 


Feb.  21 


Mar.    7 


Mar.  11 


Mar.  19 


July  12 


EmigraUon  of  Chinese  to  United  States :  China 
has  temporarily  suspended  the  issue  of  oertifl* 
oates  to  those  entitled  under  the  treaty  to  come 
to  United  States,  in  order  to  adopt  more  satis- 
factory measures :  the  number  of  Chinese 
coming  to  United  States  is  greatly  diminishing. 

Emigration  of  Chinese  to  United  States:  United 
States  appreciate  the  action  of  China  in  tempo- 
rarily suspending  the  issue  of  certificates  to 
Chinese  entitled  to  come  to  United  States  until 
more  perfect  measures  to  carry  out  the  treaty  of 
November  17, 1880  are  adopted. 

Emigratioh  of  Chinese  of  exempted  classes  to 
United  States.  Complains  that  the  collector  of 
customs  at  San  Francisco  has  stated  his  inten- 
tion to  issue  certificates  to  Chinese  merchants 
on  their  departure  from  United  States,  to  be 
used  as  evidence  of  identity  on  their  return  { 
these  certificates  were  formerly  issued  by  the 
Chinese  consul ;  desires  that  the  latter  custom 
be  continued. 

Emigration  of  Chinese  to  the  United  States :  The 
Treasury  Department  has  been  asked  for  a  de- 
cision in  re^rd  to  the  certificates  which  the 
collector  at  San  Francisco  proposes  to  issue  to 
departing  Chinese  merchants  who  intend  to  re- 
turn to  the  United  States. 

Emigration  of  Chinese  to  the  United  States:  The 
ooIleGtor  of  customs  at  San  Fnuicisco  has  been 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ac- 
cept, as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  holder's 
right  to  return  to  the  United  States,  the  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  Chinese  consul  at  San  Fian- 
Cisco  to  departing  Chinese  merchants. 

Emigration  of  Chinese :  Complains  that  the  col- 
lector at  San  Francisco  has  refused  to  allow 
Chinese  bound  for  British  Columbia  to  land 
while  awaiting  a  steamer  to  take  them  to  their 
destination,  points  out  the  hardship  of  this  ac- 
tion, and  requests  that  such  Chinese  be  flowed 
to  land  on  transit  certifloates  issued  by  the  Chi- 
nese consul. 
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63 


6S 


Hr.  Tsai  KwokChlng  toMr. 
FroUiighayB«ii. 


Hr.Dayis  toMr.TMkiKwolc 
Ching. 


SMne  to  mne . 


Hr.  Frelingbaysen  to  Hr. 
Tiai  Ewok  Chiiig. 


lir.  TsidKwolcCbliig  toHr. 
Prelinghuysen. 


8«met0  8Mne.. 


lir.  TreUngliiiyseii  to  ICr. 
Tui  Kwok  Ciiing. 


Same  to  tame . 


1884. 
July  81 


July  81 


Aag.    2 


Aug.  14 


Oct     4 


Oet     8 


Oct    17 


Oot    22 


Bee  18 


Emigration  of  Chinese  to  ITnited  States:  Com* 
plains  that  twenty-foar  Chinese  merohants.  pro- 
Tided  with  oertinoates  issued  by  the  Chinese 
consul,  are  not  allowed  to  land  by  the  coUeotor  of 
customs ;  as  these  cerUflcates  have  been  already 
declared  sufficient  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, he  requests  that  the  merchants  be  allowed 
to  land. 

Emigration  of  Chinese  to  United  States:  Refusal 
of  collector  at  San  Francisco  to  allow  twenty- 
four  Chinese  merchants,  b«»ring  consular  cer- 
tificates, to  land; 'the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  oeen  reouested  to  teletrraph  orders  to 
permit  their  landing,  as  desired  bv  the  legation. 

Chinese  emigration  to  United  States :  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  telegraphed  orders  to  the 
collector  at  San  Francisco  to  allow  the  tweniy- 
four  Chinese  merchants,  who  had  been  pre- 
vented flrom  entering  the  country  on  grouna  of 
non-compliance  with  regulations,  to  land,  with- 
out exacting  evidence  required  by  act  of  July 
5  1884. 

Chinese  laborers  in  transit :  Kef  osal  of  collector  at 
San  Francisco  to  allow  Chinese  laborers  bound 
for  British  Columbia  to  land  while  awaiting 
a  vessel  to  take  them  to  their  destination,  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  not  in  transit  tiirough 
the  united  States;  the  case  will  be  refernd 
to  the  Attomey-Gfineral  for  decision. 

Chinese  emigration  to  United  States :  Complains 
that  a  number  of  Chinese  merohants  who  have 
done  business  for  many  years  in  the  United 
States,  and  are  now  returning  with  their  fiun- 
Hies  are  forbidden  to  land  at  San  Francisco,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Chinese  consular  ceitifl- 
oates,  which  thev  carry,  do  not  comply  with  the 
amended  restriction  act  of  July  5,  llB8i. 

Chinese  emigration  to  United  States :  Certificates 
to  enable  Chinese  merchants  and  others  of  the 
exempted  classes  to  return  to  the  United  States 
fix>m  China  or  other  foreign  country ;  the  col- 
lector at  San  Francisco  refuses  to  receive  as 
valid,  certificates  issued  by  Chinese  consular 
officers,  but  demands  a  certificate  issued  in 
China;  states  that  Chinese  merchants  in  United 
States  have  large  interests  in  a^acent  coun- 
tries which  demand  their  presence  outside  the 
United  States ;  asks  if  a  certifioate  issued  bv 
a  Chinese  consul  will  not  be  in  oompliance  witn 
tiie  amended  restrictive  emigration  act. 

Emigration  of  Chinese  to  United  States:  Refusal 
'of  collector  to  allow  Chinese  merchants  to  land 
on  the  ground  that  their  certificates,  being  is- 
sued under  the  act  of  1882,  do  not  conform  to 
those  required  by  the  supplementary  act  of 
July  5,  1884;  as  the  Judges  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  at  San  Francisco  have  dis- 
agreed as  to  whether  any  evidence  other  tiiaa 
that  prescribed  by  the  act  of  July,  1884,  can  be 
accepted,  the  disagreement  will  nave  to  be  de* 
cidea  by  the  Supreme  Court ;  a  speedy  decision 
«v4ii  v%A  ftftked 

Chinese  emijmtion  to  United  States :  Certificates 
to  enable  Chinese  of  exempted  classes  to  land  in 
TTnited  States ;  the  habeas  corpus  case  of  Chew 
Heong*-a  test  case  to  decide  what  form  of  cer- 
tificate isnecessary  under  laws  of  1882  and  1884-^ 
is  soon  to  be  tried  by  Supreme  Court ;  action 
will  be  based  upon  the  decision. 

Chinese  emigration  to  United  States :  A  certificate 
issued  by  a  Chinese  consular  officer  to  a  Chinese 
merchant,  either  departing  firom  the  United 
States  or  from  a  foreign  port  for  the  United 
States,  will  be  deemed  valid  evidence  of  identity  { 
Chinese  laborers  will  be  allowed  to  cross  the 
United  States  in  transit,  and  laborers  touching 
a  United  States  port  while  in  transit  to  foreign 
countries  will  also  be  permitted  to  land ;  incloses 
Treasury  circular  prescribing  regulations  for 
the  admission  of  exempted  classes. 
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Bate. 


I     hnysen 


to1£r.  Frellog- 
o.  126.) 


1888. 
Not.  30 


•B    Sanio  to  Mme  (Ko.  127) Deo.    8 


I     1884. 
SuDO  to  Mune  (Ko.  142) '  Mast. '  1 


70    Same  to  Mune  (No.  160). 


liay  12 


Sabject 


Panama  Canal:  It  waa  first  decided  to  cat  the 
canal  without  locks  or  hindrances  of  any  kind ; 
this  has  now  been  found  impossible,  owlnff  to 
the  difference  of  tides  on  the  Atlantic  ana  Pa- 
cific ;  gives  a  newspaper  summary  of  the  chief 
engineer's  report  advocating  looks  and  and  par- 
allel sluices ;  this  will  greatly  enhance  the  cost 
of  the  canal. 

Loan  of  $500,000  for  two  years  to  Colombia  by 
Panama  Canal  Company  at  6  per  cent,  interest, 
and  without  secorlty  ;  this  is  excloalTe  of  the 
$50,000  a  year  paid  by  the  company  for  police 
force  along  line  of  the  canal ;  one  of  the  bills 
drawn  has  been  protested  by  the  company,  hot 
will  probably  be  paid. 

Controrersy  between  the  Colombian  Government 
and  the  Panama  Canal  Company,  growing  oat 
of  the  purchase  by  the  company  ox  the  controll- 
ing interest  in  the  Panama  Railway  Company, 
and  also  tonching  the  payment  for  a  miUtaiy 
guard  along  the  line  of  toe  canal :  The  canal 
company  has  refused  to  consider  the  Colombian 
demands  for  idemnity,  and  negotiations  with 
the  company  relative  to  the  reclamations  have 
been  broken  off  until  Congress  shall  take  ac- 
tion upon  them. 

Concessions  of  territory  to  the  Panama  Canal 
Company  by  Colombia;  500,000  hectares,  besides 
the  grant  of  land  along  the  line  of  the  oanal 
have  been  conceded :  It  is  understood  that  cer- 
tain traotsof  land,  including  the  Island  of  Coiba, 
in  the  bay  of  Panama,  ana  a  large  tract  in  the 
Chirique  district,  will  be  selecteaand  colonised 
with  Frenchmen  under  the  auspices  of  the 
French  Government 
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COREA. 


]Cr.Foote   to  Hr.Frellng- 
hnyaen  <Va88). 


Ifr.  FralhBChayten  to  Hr. 
Footo  (MoSO. 

]fE,Foote  to  Mr.  FreUng- 
haysen  (Ko.40). 


to  same  (Ka  70). 


Same  to  tame  (No.  88)  . 


(No.  86). 


1888. 

Oot    22 


Not.  12 


Dea  17 


1884. 
Apcil29 


Jnne  17 


Jane  19 


Presentation  of  Mrs.  Foots  to  the  King  and  <)aeen 
of  Corea  and  to  the  heir  apparent :  The  ooart 
ladies  and  the  minister  of  foreign  afllslrs  were 
the  only  persons  present  besides  the  interpreter ; 
this  is  the  first  event  of  the  kind  in  the  history 
of  Corea. 

Smbassy  from  Corea  to  United  States :  Min 
Yong  Ik  and  two  of  his  suite  have  been  of- 
fered and  have  accoptedpassage  to  Corea  in  the 
United  States  steamer  Trenton . 

Bmbassy  from  Ck>rea  to  United  States :  Rumors 
of  their  cordial  welcome  have  already  reached 
Corea;  beneficent  effdct  predicted  in  the  adop- 
tion of  Western  ideas  of  civilisation,  and  conse- 
quent increase  of  commercial  relations. 

Commercial  prospects  in  Corea :  Only  copper  oaah 
is  used  for  money,  and  trade  must  be  a<Hie  by 
barter;  exclusive  of  Chinese  and  Japanese 
commercial  houses,  only  one  American  and  one 
British  agency  have  been  estabUshed ;  pioneer 
work  in  educating  the  people  to  the  use  of  for- 
eign wares  will  entail  loss,  but  the  demand  will 
increase  with  the  export  of  Corean  oommodmea. 

Corean  Embassy  to  united  States:  Arrival  of 
Min  Yong  Ik  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Trenton  on  the  3Ut  ultimo ;  the  envoy  has  ex- 
pressed his  gratitude  to  Mr.  Foote  for  toe  kind- 
ness shown  him  in  the  United  States;  Min 
Yoog  Ik  and  Mr.  Hong  will  become  the  leaders 
of  the  progressive  party. 

Courtesies  sbowu  to  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Trenton  (in  which  the  Corean 
embassy  returned  to  Corea):  they  are  made 
the  guests  of  the  Government,  a  nouse  bdhig 

Cvided  for  their  accommodation ;  they  have 
n  presented  at  court,  and  maiked  attentions 
have  been  shown  to  them. 
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Sal^eot. 


Beligioas  toleration  in  Corea:  Mr.  Foote  hu  en> 
dearored  to  bring  forward  tbe  principle  by  re* 
ceiving  miesionanes  of  different  d**nominaaona 
and  expresaing  hia  views  to  the  ELing ;  the  pro* 
potted  e«tabli8hnient  of  a  mission  school  and  noa* 
pital  at  Seoftl  will  have  the  tacit  encoarage- 
ment  of  the  King. 


FRANCE. 


78 


Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling* 
huyaen  (No.  464) 


7» 


81 


84 


Mr.  Frelingbaysen  to  Mr. 
Morton  (telegram) 


Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling* 
hayaen  (telegram) 


Same  to  same  (telegram) . 


Same  to  aame  (telegram) . 


Mr.  FreUnghnysen  to  Mr. 
Morton  (telegram). 


Same  to  aame  (telegram). 


Same  to  tame  (If  o.  418). 


1883. 

Dec  26  Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importation  ot 
into  France;  the  decree  canceling  the  pro* 
hibition  is  snspended,  owing  to  a  resolution  in* 
triMlnced  by  Paul  Bert  in  the  Chamber  of  Dep- 
uties, but  opposed  by  minister  of  commerce ; 
the  question  is  one  of  protection,  and  not 
affected  by  the  alleged  fear  of  trichinie  in 
American  pork ;  ontil  parliamentary  action  ia 
taken  American  pork  will  be  admitted  at  Havre, 
Bordeaux,  and  Nantea,  alter  examination  under 
the  control  and  expense  of  the  chambers  of 
commerce  at  those  places ;  this  will  probably 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  protectionists;  a 
French  newspaper  article  fears  reprisals. 

Deo.  27  Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importotlon  of; 
into  France ;  manv  complaints  of  ii^ury  to 
large  commercial  intorests  of  United  States, 
owing  to  the  vacillating  action  of  the  French 
anthorities,  have  been  received;  Mr.  Morton 
directed  to  continoe  his  efforto  to  secure  a  per* 
maneot  repeal. 

Dec  28  Pork  (American):  Prohibition  of  importation 
into  France :  prohibition  again  in  force  until 
Chambers  of  Deputies  passes  a  bill  regulating 
inspection ;  pork  admitted  meantime  at  Havre, 
Bordeaux,  and  Nantee,  subject  to  inspection  un* 
I      der  direction  of  local  chambers  of  commerce 

Dec  28  <  Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importation  in* 

I      to  France ;  withdrawal  of  decree  of  November 

i      27  limits  time  for  admission  of  American  pork 

to  January  20  to  ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and 

Marseilles,  instead  of  Xantea. 

Dec  29  I  Pork  (American):  Piohibition  of  importation  into 
France;  statement  in  Chamber  of  Deputies 
that  Dr.  Dettmar,  who  investigated  trichinosis 

aoesUon,  by  order  of  Unitea  Statea.  advised 
tiat  all  hogs  in  districto  where  trichine  had 
made  it«  appearance  should  be  destroyed ;  Ml 
information  important- 
Deo.  20  Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importation  into 
France;  in  report  on  swine  plague  (not  trichi* 
niB)  in  l87ft-79,  Dr.  Dettmar  steted  incorrectly 
that  the  disease  was  very  prevalent,  and  that 
diseased  animals  were  sent  to  market ;  Mr. 
Carter,  an  expert  of  the  Agricultural  Depart* 
ment,  now  investigating  trichinosis,  reporto 
there  is  little  disease  of  any  kind ;  Swine  Breed* 
ers'  Association  stato  no  disease  has  occurred 
in  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and 
Ohio. 


1884. 
Jan.     2 


Jan.    a 


I  Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importation  into 
I  France ;  Mr.  Morton  is  instructed  to  represent  to 
France  that  decree  of  29th  ultimo  only  allowa 
three  weeks  for  importation  of  pork,  which  will 
not  allow  of  bima  fid*  shipments  made  before 
29th  December  to  reach  ports  of  entry ;  instruct* 
ed  to  ask  extension  of  time  to  February  1,  and 
entry  in  case  of  sailing  vessels  when  showing 
legiumato  shipments  before  December  29. 
Pork  (American):  Prohibition  of  importation  Into 
France;  Inoloses  tolegrama  received  at  the 
Department  urging  active  effoita  by  the  min* 
iator  to  cause  repeal  of  tbe  prohibition. 
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86  '  Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frellng. 
hnjaea  (No.  4M). 


Subject. 


•T    Mr.  Frellnghayoen  to  Mr. 
MortoD  (No.  43«). 


Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling- 
bvjteo  (No.  483). 


Jan.  21 


Jan.  22 


(No.  486) 


•0  <  Same  to  aame  (No.  490) . 


Jan.  2a 


Jan.  81 


M  I  Samo  to  Mune  CNo.  404) |  Feb.    5 


I 


to  same  (No.  49S). 
to  same  (No.  fiOO). 


M  j  Mr.  Frelingbuyeon  to  Mr. 
!     Morton  (No.  450). 


Pork  (American):  Probibition  of  importation 
,  into  France;  sospension  of  the  decree  rescind* 
{  ing  tbe  probibition;  Mr.  Morton  incloses  tbe 
,  decree  again  prohibiting  tbe  importation  and 
the  report  of  minister  of  oommeroe;  the  pre* 
iodice  against  American  pork  is  aggrarated 
by  the  publications  in  American  newspapers, 
which  are  used  by  French  protectionists;  Mr. 
Morton  is  correctiDff  this  by  disseminating  cor* 
rect  information;  Minister  for  Foreign  Affkirs 
desires  to  rescind  the  prohibition,  bot  has  been 
overmled  by  the  Chambers.^ 
Citizenship  status  of  Alfre^P.  Jacob:  As  his 
father  became  naturalised  daring  bis  minority, 
he  is  an  American  citisen,  and  nis  passport  as 
snch  shonld  have  been  respected;  as  Jacob 
served  his  term  in  the  French  army  withont 
protesting,  he  is  not  entitled  to  indemnity,  but 
France  shonld  now  recognise  his  American  citl- 
7AB««hipand  strike  his  name  fh>m  the  rolL 
Pork  (American):  Prohibition  of  importation 
into  France;  details  a  conference  with  minister 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the  latter  states 
that  the  Government  intends  to  introduce  a  bill 
revoking  the  restrictive  decree,  and  adopting  a 
system  of  inspection  in  its  place;  Mr.  Morton 
assures  Mr.  Ferry  that  the  retaliatoiy  measures 

Sroposed  in  Ck>ngress  are  not  inspired  bv  the 
Ixecutive;  this,  Mr.  Ferrv  declares,  will  Csoili* 
tate  a  settlement;  Mr.  Ferry  suggests  an  in- 
spection of  salted  meats  in  United  States  prior 
to  exportation. 
Pork  American):    Prohibition  of  iibportation 
into  Fnmce ;  time  allowed  for  the  admission  of 
American  pork  into'  France  has  been  extended 
to  February  1,  at  Mr.  Morton's  request. 
Pork  (American) :    Prohibition   of  importation 
into  Prance ;  conference  with  Mr.  Paul  Bert  re- 
ported:  Mr.  Bert  is  friendly  to  American  com- 
mercial interests,  but  looks  at  question  from  a 
scientific  standpoint,  and  believes  in  the  exist- 
ence of  trichinae  in  American  and  German  pork, 
but  not  in  French  pork ;  inspection  neoessray 
to  guard  against  the  introduction  of  trichinosis 
as  an  epidemic :  inspection  in  France  not  pos- 
sible, but  Mr.  Bert  believes  that  an  American 
inspection  by  Government  (not  State)  officials 
would  solve  thediffloulty. 
Citizenship  status  of  Am^  P.Jacob,  a  natur- 
alised American  citizen :  He  was  drafted  into  the 
French  army  and  served  his  term,  beins  con- 
sidered a  Frenchman  because  he  was  liom  Before 
his  fMlher's  naturalization ;  when  Jacob  was  first 
drafted  he  was  advised  to  protest  and  submit 
proofs  of  bis  American  citizenship  to  a  French 
court,  which  is  the  regular  coarse ;  this  he  re- 
futed, proferring  to  have  his  case  presented  dip- 
lomatically ;  from  this  nothing  came ;  enclosed 
note  fhom  minister  foreign  sflSirs  stating  that  a 
court  of  Justice  must  decide  the  question  of  his 
citizenship ;  refers  to  departmenrs  436. 
Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Permission  for  the 
company  to  land  its  cable  in  France  has  been 
asked  and  granted. 
Pork  (American):  Prohibition  of  importation  into 
France;  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  with 
one  dissenting  vote,  has  declared  that  the  de- 
cree prohibitnig  the  Introduction  of  American 
saltea  meats  can  be  withdrawn  without  iivJury 
'      to  public  health  ;  Mr.  Ferry  makes  inquiry  aa 
,      to  Bteps  tAken  in  United  States  to  provide  for  a 
Government  inspection;  replies  of  Academy 
of  Medicine  to  the  queries  projtounded  by  the 
I      Government  inclosed. 
Feb.  12  I  Pork  (American) :     Prohibition  of  importation 
into  France ;  gratification  at  the  information 
I      that  the  French  Government  is  endeavoring  to 
I      secure  legislation  allowing  the  importation  ; 
.      incloses  Ex.  Doc.  No.  70,  House  of  Representa* 
,      lives,    Forty-eighth    Congress,   first  session, 
I      ffiving  views  of  the  Executive  on  the  prohibi- 
I  '      tion,  which  were  misrepresented  in  the  tele- 

I  gram  to  the  London  Times. 
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Date. 


Salject. 


1884. 
Mr.  Bralatonr  to  Mr.  Fre-     Mar.    « 
lioghoysen  (No.  510).         | 


96  I  Mr.  Fielinghuvsen  to  Mr.  .  Mar.  18 
I      Morion  (Ko.  474).  1 


97  1  Same  to  same  (No.477) ,  Mar.  25 


98     Mr.  Morton  to  Mr  Freling-     May     6 
hnyaen  (No.  555).  ' 


99     Mr.  FrelinKhiiysen   to   Mr.'  May  27 
Morton  (tele^m). 


100 


Mr.  Brnlatour  to  Mr.  Fie-  :  Jnnti  19 
lingbuysen  (No.  571). 


101 


202 


Mr.  Frelinghnysen   to  Mr.     Juu*'  23 
Morton  (t«lefn*ani).  | 


Mr.  Brulatoar  to  Mr.  Fie-  ■  June  25 
linghay»eu  (No.  574). 


Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  Importation  into 
France :  inolosee  draft  of  a  bin  introduced  into 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  proriding  for  the  in- 
spection  of  salted  meats  at  certain  ports  where 
the  meats  may  be  in  trod  need,  the  expense  of 
the  inspection  to  be  defrayed  by  the  importers. 

Citiaenship  status  of  Alfred  P.  Jacob :  His  case 
is  a  peculiar  one;  by  United  States  law  he  is 
an  American  citizen :  by  French  law  he  is  a 
recognised  French  citizen  through  service  in 
the  French  army ;  as  he  has  performed  the 
militanr  duty,  there  is  no  precise  grounds  on 
which  bis  status  could  be  carried  before  a  court; 
Mr.  Morton  will  ask  that  his  name  be  stricken 
off  the  Army  rolls. 

Claim  of  John  B.  Foichat ««.  France,  growing  out 
of  his  imprisonment  on  charge  of  evading  mili- 
tary service :  Foichat  is  a  naturalised  citizen : 
his  arrest  and  imprisonment  were  illegal  and 
he  should  be  properly  indemnified;  he  was  re- 
leased owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  consul  at 
Lyons;  Mr.  Morton  will  investigate  all  the 
Cftcts,  and  if  found  as  stated  present  the  claim 
to  the  French  Government. 

Citizenship  status  of  Alfred  P.  Jacob:  Facts  of 
his  case  stated ;  hardship  of  his  serving  four 
vears  in  a  foreign  army  in  spite  of  his  Amer^ 
Wan  citizenship ;  the  French  executive  can 
only  help  him,  should  he  apply  to  the  minister 
of  Justice  for  permission  to  change  his  nation- 
ality; his  name  will  then  be  stricken  ttom  the 
rolls  of  the  French  army ;  he  can  also  apply 
to  a  Ft  enoh  court  for  a  decision  that  he  has  lost 
his  French  citizenship ;  gives  correspondenoe 
with  French  Grovemment. 

Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to 
land  its  cable  in  France ;  refusal  of  French 
postmaster-general  to  allow  the  cable  to  land, 
except  on  condition  of  right  of  purchase  by  the 
Government  of  the  CommerciMl  cable  line  firom 
Ireland  to  France;  this  violates  agreement  on 
which  French  telegraph  company  was  allowed 
to  land  cable  in  IJnitea  States;  Mr.  Morton  in- 
structed to  make  proper  representations. 

Cable  Compan  V  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  ena- 
ble it  to  land  its  cable  in  France ;  France  holds 
that  the  Commercial  Company  cannot  be  assimi- 
lated to  the  French  Cable  Company, as  it  has  no 
direct  communication  with  France ;  the  right 
to  i-evoke  the  concession  on  one  year's  notice  is 
asserted  as  a  general  police  right ;  Incloses  cor- 
respondence with  minister  for  foreign  afibirs; 
Mr.  Brulatonr  has  replied  that  the  position  of  the 
French  minister  of  posts  and  telegrai^  can- 
not be  reconciled  with  the  agreement  uf  1879. 
permitting  the  French  cable  to  land  in  Unitea 
States. 

Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
able it  to  land  its  cable  in  France ;  the  French 
cable  was  permitted  to  land  in  United  States  at 
express  request  of  French  minister;  the  con- 
cession was  granted  on  t^e  understanding  that 
reel  procal  privileges  would  be  granted  to  Amer- 
icans desiring  to  establish  transmarine  cables 
eonnecting  with  France;  the  assumption  of 
1  ranee  of  the  right  to  den  v  the  privilege  to  the 
CommerciiU  Company  on  the  ground  that  it. is 
not  direct,  because  landing  in  Ireland,  violates 
the  agreement  of  1879:  United  States  has  no 
outlying  possessions;  the  French  cable  has  an 
intermtSiate  station  at  St.  Pierre. 

Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
able it  to  land  its  cable  in  France ;  the  right  to 
same  treatment  for  Commercial  Cable  Company 
in  France  as  is  accorded  to  French  Cable  Com- 
pany iu  Qnited  States  insisted  upon ;  note  to 
minister  for  foreign  affiftirs. 
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Fa 


From  and  to  whom. 


Dmte. 


Sul^eot. 


10e     Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnyaen  (tolegnm). 


IM     Mr.  FreUnghayMn  to  Mr. 
Morton  (tolegnun). 


Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling* 
haysen  (No.  662). 


lit  I  Mr.  BrolAtoar  to  Mr.  Fro- 
Unghnyaen  (No.  566). 


I      1884. 
Jane  28 


Vn  I  Mr.  FreUnghuysen  to  Mr. 
I      Morton  (telegram). 


106  I  Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Fieling- 
!      hnyaen  (No.  689). 


Statne  of  *'  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,"  by 
fiartholdi:  Frenoh  GoTemment  deairona  of  aa- 
aociating  itiielf  with  Franoo-Ajnerican  Union 
Committee  in  formal  transfer  of  the  atatae  to 
Mr.  Morton,  aa  repreaentative  of  the  United 
Statea ;  minister  of  marine  to  fhmish  war  Tea- 
sel for  its  transportation ;  instmctiona  deaired 
and  telegram  to  read  at  ceremony  on  Joly  i. 
Jane  80  i  Statae  of  ^*  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World  " : 
Mr.  Morton  directed  by  the  Preaident  to  attend 
the  ceremonies  at  Paiis  on  the  presentation  of 
the  statae  to  the  United  States,  to  accept  the 
same  in  the  name  of  his  Government  and  ex- 
press thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  gift. 
Jaly    6  I  Statae  of  "Liberty  Enlightening  the  World": 
I      Ceremony  of  ita  preaentation  to  Mr.  Morton  aa 
I      the  representative  of  the  United  Statea  in  the 
name  of  France;  distingaiahed  aadience  pres- 
ent ;  speeches  expressive  of  the  cordial  feeling 
i      between   France  and  America;   invitation  to 
ceremony  from  the  committee  of  the  Franoo- 
I  I      American  Union ;  speech  of  Coant  de  Lesseps ; 

I  I      speech  of  Mr.  Morton ;  deed  of  presentation ; 

I      newsnaper  account  of  the  ceremony. 
I  Jaly  12  *  Cable  Companv  (Commercial):  Cooceaaion  to  en- 
I  able  it  to  land  ita  cable  in  France;  correspond* 

I  I      ence  with  French  Government;   minister  for 

foreign  affairs  holds  that  the  Commercial  is  not 
I  I      to  be  treated  on  the  same  footing  aa  the  French 

Cable  Company,  it  not  being  direct;  the  con* 
I  I      ceasion  which  was  previously  accepted  by  the 

'  company  contained   the   claaaea  obiected   to 

I      now ;  the  right  to  revoke  the  concession  on  one 
I      year's  notice  insisted  on ;  the  same  oonditiona 
I      would  be  imposed  apon  Frenchmen  under  aimi* 
I      lar  circumstances;  Mr.  Brnlatoar  objeota  to  the 
sappreaaion  olanse ;  the  qaestion  involved  not 
I      a  particular  ioUtrest,  but  a  general  principle. 
July  17     Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
I      able  it  to  land  its  cable  in  Prance ;  the  Commer- 
cial cable  is  as  direct  as  the  Frenoh,  both  toach- 
I      inir  at  an  intermediate  point;  no  cable  can  be 
'     laid  not  touching  at  an  intermediate  station ;  in 
caae  of  United  States  it  must  be  foreign  terri- 
[      tory,  as  we  have  no  outlying  possessions ;  de- 
I      nial  of  this  right  is  denial  of  reciprocal  treat- 
ment as  agreed  upon  to  American  and  Frenoh 
companies ;  right  to  revoke  concession  on  one 
•  vear  s  notice  is  a  condition  not  imposed  on  the 
I      ^Yench  company ;  lawa  of  Congress  would  af- 
fect all  cable  companies  eqaally ;  right  to  aame 
treatment   as   e^Jojed   by   French   company 
claimed. 
Jaly  22  I  Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
I*  able  it  to  land  its  cable  in  France;  interviewa 
with  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  minister 
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Mr.  Davia  to  Mr.  Morton 
(tdegr*m). 


Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnyaeii  (No.  620). 


I 


Aug.  11 


Get.     8 


of  poets  and  telegraphs ;  argnments  reviewed; 
it  is  agreed  to  allow  the  cable  to  land,  but  with 
the  stipulation  that  France  may  cancel  the  con- 
cession on  one  year's  notice ;  offer  made  to  in- 
sert a  clause  that  the  concession  will  not  be  can- 
celed before  1880 ;  the  Commercial  cable  touch- 
ing in  Ireland  cannot  be  assimilated  to  the 
French  company ;  fair  treatment  ia  evidently 
intended. 

Cable  Company  (Commercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
able it  to  land  ita  cable  in  France ;  further 
conditions  alleged  to  be  imposed :  rates  not  to 
be  changed  without  permission  of  France ;  the 
cable  concession  may  be  revoked  at  any  time ; 
American  cables  shall  be  subject  to  London 
convention;  information  on  these  points  de- 
sired. 

Cable  Company  (Comiuercial) :  Concession  to  en- 
able it  to  land  its  cable  in  France ;  gives  at 
length  his  negotiation  to  secure  a  favorable 
concession ;  the  right  to  change  the  ratea  ia 
granted,  but  France  refnses  to  grant  a  oonoea- 
sion  which  may  not  be  revoked  at  the  will  of 
the  Government,  this  being  held  a  high  police 
right,  which  no  nation  should  surrender;  the 
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Subject. 


|pm^ 


Mp.  Yignand  to  Mr.  Fre-  ! 
liDghnysen  (No.  651). 


Same  to  same  (No.  665). 


Kov.  18 


minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  finally  ab- 
sents to  a  memorandum  embodying  substan- 
tially the  points  desired,  and  stating  that  the 
concession  will  not,  in  any  case,  be  revoked  be- 
fore 1889;  instructions  awaiteu  before  taking 
further  action. 

Military  service  case  of  John  B.  Foichat,  a  nat- 
uralised American  citisen:  He  was  arrested 
and  subjected  to  harsh  treatment  for  not  re- 
porting for  military  dut^-  when  of  age;  indem- 
nity has  been  asked  and  denied  :  Fnoich  Gov- 
ernment does  not  deny  the  facts,  out  holds  that 
every  Frenchman  is  liable  to  oe  called  on  for 
military  service;  refosal  is  an  offense  pun- 
ishable by  law;  change  of  nationality,  ea- 
pecially  for  purpose  of  evading  the  duty,  does 
not  remove  the  penalty ;  oorrespondence  with 
minister  for  foreign  affldrs  and  statement  of  [ 
military  governor  of  Lyons.  | 

Citizenship  status  in  France  of  naturalised  for- 
eigners of  French  birth :  French  theory  of  cit-  | 
iKenship ;  it  is  held  to  descend  by  blood ;  ex- 
patriation does  not  work  a  change  of  alliance ; 
citizenship  can  only  be  changed  by  permission  | 
of  the  Government ;  disabilities  and  penalties  : 
which  may  follow ;  the  son  of  every  Frenchniao 
subject  to  performance  of  military  service; 
dSht  d'insoumitnon;  faUure  lo  appear  entails 
liability  to  punishment;   until  citiaenship  is 
decided  by  civil  court,  the  person  is  released  I 
on  parole ;  forms  to  be  observed ;  punishment  I 
may  follow,  even  if  m^ralisatlon  is  valid, 
if  sought  to  escape  military  duty ;   expulsion 
fh>m  Fnincd  may  follow ;  diplomatio  interven- 
tion uselass  ;  cases  cited ;  naturalized  oitisens  I 
should  be  notified  of  difficulties  of  returning  ' 
to  France;  remedies  suggested. 
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115 


116 


Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr. 
Denaut. 


Deo.  27 


Mr.  Ronstan  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Boustan. . 


Mr.  l^nstan  to  Mr.  Davis.. 


1884. 
Jan.     2 


Jan. 


Jan. 


Claims  Commission :  Question  of  withdrawal  of  the  18t 
case  of  Le  More  &  Co.  v$.  United  States ;  reviews 
the  discussion  carried  on  by  Mr.  Blaine  and  him- 
self, and  holds  that  as  the  case  has  already  been 
decided  judicially  it  should  be  withdrawn,  ao- 
cordiDff  to  the  torms  of  the  convention ;  the  case 
is  similar  to  that  of  Taylor,  which  was  w1thdra?m 
by  United  States ;  requests  that  the  French 
agent  b%  directed  to  withdraw  the  case  ftt>m 
the  Commission's  consideration. 

Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  importation  of,  '      m 
into  Frantic ;  revocation  of  prohibitory  decree 
and  its  suspension,  owing  to  acti'^n  of  Chamber 
of  Deputies ;  a  bill  to  regulate  importation  of 
I      pork  has  been  introduced ;  as  a  tomporary  meas- 
i      ure,  pork  will  be  permitted  to  entor  Havre,  Bor- 
deaux, and  Marseilles  until  January  20, 1884 ; 
inspection  will  be  necessary  before  sale. 
Claims  Commission :  Question  of  the  withdrawal        IW 
I      of  the  case  of  Le  More  &  Co.  v$.  United  States ; 
'      requests  that  agent  of  France  before  the  Commis- 
,      sion  delay  action  on  the  case  until  tbe  question 

of  its  withdrawal  shall  be  decided. 
I  Claims  Commission :  Question  of  the  withdrawal  of        186 

the  claim  of  Le  More  &,  Co.  v«.  United  States  fh>m 
I      its  consideration;   noto  from  Prime  Minister 
I      Ferry  to  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  stating 
I      that  he  had  ordered  tbe  case  to  be  postponed, 
'      pending  a  decision  as  to  its  withdrawal,  out  on 
learning  that  the  commissioners   had   unani- 
mously decided  to  consider  the  case  as  it  stood 
on  the  docket,  hn  would  allow  the  case  to  take 
its  course ;  Mr.  Roustan  desires  an  interview  to 
explain  tbe  matter. 
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From  «Dd  to  whom. 

Date. 

1884. 
Jan.  11 

Subject 

Pmge. 

m 

Mr.  RoQstMi  to  Mr.  FreUnff. 

187 

lOfMD. 

1 

of  the  claim  of  Le  More  Sc  Co.  w.  United  SUtes; 
French  Govamment  still  in  donbt  as  to  whether 
the  case  shoold  be  considered  as  previoasly 
settled  :  it  is  thought  that  Mr.  Le  More  shoold 

\ 

have  the  benefit  of  the  doabt,  and  that  the 
Claims  Commission  shoold  decide  whether  or 

not  the  case   should   be  decided  by  it;  Mr. 

Bonstan  hopes  that  this  method  of  settiement 

t 

will  be  accepted  by  the  United  Sutes. 

GERMANY. 


118  I  Mr.  Ssnent  to  Mr.  Frelinff- 
hayten(NaS81). 


1884. 
Jan.  10 


111 


Mr.  FreUnf^iiyaen  to  Mr. 
SargeotTNalOe). 


Mr.  Sargent  to  Mr.  Freling. 
hayten(tro.380). 


I  (Vo.  255) 


IS 


m 


(No.  268). 


Mar.    e 


Mar.    0 


to 


(Now  264). 


Mar.  13 


Mar.  24 


Mar.  28 


IM  ,  Mr.  FraUnshnyaen  to  Mr.  .  Apr.    3 


u.  Frelinshiiysen 
Sargent  (No.  221). 


^  '  Mr.  SrereU  toMr.  Freling.  I 
bnysen  (Na  275). 


Apr.  12. 


Life  and  accident  insurance  for  worhingmen :  Bill 
for  this  purpose  introdnoed  by  Prince  Bismarck 
into  the  Reichstag  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  the  workiogmen,  and  as  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing socialism  by  quieting  discontent;  provisions 
of^the  bill  stated;  the  bill  oontempUtes  the 
organization  of  all  labor  employers  in  the  Gher- 
man  Empire  into  insurance  companies,  who  are 
to  pay  the  whole  indemnity  on  the  lives  of  their 
employ68,  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  an  im- 
perial assurance  board;  the  Dill  very  elaborate 
and  complex. 

Military  service  case  of  8.  B.  Stemberger,  a  nat- 
uralized American  citizen ;  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  perform  military  service,  although  pro- 
vided with  a  passport ;  mvestigation  deslraole; 
his  passport  should  not  be  renewed  on  its  expi* 
ration  unless  there  is  a  bima  fide  intention  to 
return  to  the  United  States;  letter  giving 
facts  in  the  ciise. 

Opening  of  the  Reichstag :  Speech  fh>m  the  throne 
delivered  by  deputy;  special  reference  made  to 
the  proposed  legislation  to  form  a  worklngman's 
insurance  company  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Government;  a  Russian  mission  lately 
arrived  in  Berlin,  bearing  the  Czar's  congratu- 
lations to  the  Emperor  on  the  seventieth  anni- 
ersary  of  his  gaining  the  Russian  Crossof  Saint 
George  for  c^lantry  in  charging  a  French  col- 
umn with  a  Russian  regiment  at  Bar-sur-Aube. 

Fine  imposed  on  the  inheritance  of  Henry  Brei- 
denstein  (whose  father  emigrated  to  United 
States,  ana  died  after  taking  out  his  intention 
papers),  on  the  ground  that  he  failed  to  perform 
military  duty ;  as  Breidenstein  did  not  become 
an  American  citizen,  intervention  in  the  son's 
behalf  would  be  useless,  and  has  not  been  made. 

Trichinosis  epidemic  at  Emersleben  from  eating 

raw  pork  from  a  hog  killed  in  that  town  :    The 

German  Government  has  issued  a  circular  giv- 

I      ing  the  particulars  of  the  epidemic  (503  cases 

I      and  06  deaths)  and  cautioning  people  to  cook 

I      pork. 

•  Military  service  case  of  Oscar  Stem ;  the  an- 
I  thorities  threaten  to  draft  him  in  the  army  dur- 
ing his  sojourn  in  Germany  to  settle  his  father's 
estate ;  GK)rmauy  claims  the  right  to  expel  nat* 
uralized  citizens  of  German  birth  after  residing 
two  years  in  their  native  country ;  cites  the  case 
of  Dr.  Geist,  who  is  ordered  to  leave  the  coun- 
try while  educating  his  children ;  little  can  be 
done  in  such  cases  except  to  obtain  a  short 
respite ;  points  out  the  difference  in  treatment 
of  foreigners  in  United  States. 

Fine  imposed  on  the  inheritance  of  Henry  Brei- 
denstein for  failure  to  perform  military  duty : 
Mr.  Surgent's  refusal  to  intervene,  on  the 
ground  that  Breidenstein  has  never  become  an 
American  citizen,  approved. 

Passport  refhsed  by  legation  to  Sigismnnd  Ja- 
coby :  He  was  illegally  naturalised  in  United 
States  before  the  requirements  of  law  were  com- 
plied with. 
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127 
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120 


lao 


ICr.  Frelinghayseo  to  Mr. 
Siitfgent  (No.  227). 


Mr.  Frelingfanysen  to  Mr. 
Byerett  (Ko.  281). 


Same  to  same,  (Ko.  246). . 


Seme  to  same  (No.  278) . 


Mr.  Dayis  to  Mr.  Everett 
(No.  280.) 


1884. 
Apr.  16 


Apr.  21 


May  28 


Ang.    6 


Aug.  18 


m 


m 


U8 


1S4 


186 


186 


I  ! 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Kasson  i  Aag.  22 
(No.  6.) 


Mr.  Kasson  to  Mr.  Freling-     Oct    18 
haysen  (No.  36.) 


Same  to  same  (No.  41) |  Oct    16 

I 


1S7 


Same  to  same  (No.  53) 'Oct    27 


Same  to  same  (Na  61) Nov.    8 


Same  to  same  (Na  74) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  W)  . 


Nov.  17 


Deo.   8 


Pork  qnestioii :  SatisCsotion  at  aotion  of  (German 
Government  in  issuing  a  oironlar  cantioning 
antlnst  the  danger  of  eating  raw  pork ;  prop- 
erly  cured  pork  thought  to  be  froe  fh»m  tn- 

OhioflB. 

Military  service  case  of  Oscar  Stem;  his  attor- 
ney id  New  York  has  been  advised  that  his  client 
should  not  run  the  risk  of  remaining  in  Qer- 
many  on  the  expiration  of  two  years,  if  warned 
by  the  Government  to  depart,  unless  permis- 
sion is  obtained  through  the  legation. 

Passport  reftised  by  leganon  to  Sieismnnd  Jaeobv : 
The  fact  that  he  was  naturalized  when  only 
four  years  in  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
voting,  is  shown  by  the  papers  in  the  case ;  the 
refusal  approved. 

Mormon  missionaries :  Their  reported  expulsi<m 
fh>m  Bavaria  while  endeavoring  to  secure  con- 
verts for  emigration  to  Utah;  investigation 
desired ;  If  facts  are  found  as  reported,  thanks 
should  be  extended  to  the  German  authorities. 

Pauper  emigration  to  the  United  States :  Persons 
insane  or  having  permanent  disabUity  are  pro- 
hibited from  landing ;  if  likely  to  be  a  public 
charge,  their  cases  are  investigated,  and  if 
friends  are  not  ready  to  help  them,  they  are  re- 
turned to  the  port  m>m  whence  they  came,  at 
the  expense  of  the  steamship  company  that 
brought  them:  letter  f^m  commissioners  of 
emigration  at  New  York,  and  section  of  act  of 
Congress  regulating  emigration. 

Military  service  demanded  of  Charles  Weniger,  a 
naturalised  American  oitisen:  Complaint  that 
the  German  authorities  threaten  to  seise  his  in- 
heritance in  K5nigsee  to  enforce  payment  of  a 
fine  for  non-performance  of  military  service ; 
investigation  and  proper  action  directed ;  let- 
ter from  Weniger  and  papers  giving  facts. 

Citizenship  status  of  minor  sons  of  naturalized 
American  citizens :  Reports  his  aotion  on  two 
cases;  Ludwig  Hausding  is  refused  a  passport 
because  bom  of  Saxon  parente  temporarily  in 
United  States,  and  was  never  ''dwelling  in 
the  United  States  "  in  the  sense  of  the  statute ; 
Johannes  Weber  is  granted  a  passport  on  the 
ground  of  derived  naturalization  under  secti<m 
2172  R.  S. 

Mormon  missionaries:  Expulsion  of  three  Mor- 
mons fVom  Germany  for  attempting  to  make  con- 
verts in  Bavaria :  incloses  reports  from  the  Ba- 
varian Government;  the  thanks  of  the  United 
States  will  be  extended  for  this  action  on  the  part 
of  Bavaria. 

Mormon  missionaries :  Their  expulsion  fh>m  Ba- 
varia for  attempting  to  make  converts  for  trans- 
Sortation  to  America ;  thanks  of  the  United 
tates  for  this  action ;  Mr.  Kasson's  note  ex* 
pressing  appreciation. 

Military  service  cases :  Natundised  American  cit- 
izens ft-om  whom  military  service  has  been  de- 
manded ;  annual  report  giving  particulars  and 
disposition  in  each  case. 

Citizenship  status  of  Augustus  Reichard,  a  natu- 
ralized citizen  of  German  birth :  He  asks  whether 
he  may  remain  consecutively  more  than  two  years 
in  Germany  for  his  health  without  losing  his 
American  citizenship ;  Mr.  Kasson  replies  that 
he  may  bo  ordered  to  leave  the  country  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years,  but  cannot  lose  his 
American  citizenship  except  by  his  own  act; 
correspondence  given. 

Military  service  demanded  of  Charles  Weniger, 
a  naturalized  American  citizen:  Through  ao- 
lion  of  the  legation  his  name  has  been  stnoken 
from  the  military  rolls  and  the  suit  against 
his  inheritance  to  secure  payment  of  the  fine 
irapofled  upon  him  has  been  discontinued  ;  note 
from  foreign  office. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  reeling- 
bnyaeii  (No.  aoS). 


Date. 


1884. 
Jan.  17 


Salijoct. 


to  same  (No.  704) Feb.    2 


140  Same  to  tame  (telegram) Feb.  10 

141  i  Same  to  same  (telegram)  . . .    Feb.  30 


142    Mr.  Frelingbuyeen  to  Mr.     Feb.  21 
Lowell  ( telegram ) .  j 


I4S     Same  to  eame  (Na  784) i  Feb.  27 


144  < 


(No.  835) Apr.  17 


145    Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Freling- 
faayeen  (No.  771). 

May  13 

14C    Same  to  same  (No. 877)     .... 

Oct.    20 

147    Mr.  Frellngbaynen  to  Mr. 
LoweU  (No.  1006). 

Oct.   20 

la    Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Freliog- 
Ibnyeeo  (No.  895). 


Nov.  15 


Fisheriee  artldee  of  treaty  of  1871 :  Great  Brit- 
ain anderatands  that  article  32  relating  to  the 

I      Newfoandland  fiaheries  shall  terminate  at  the 
eame  time  with  the  article  relating  to  the  Cana- 

I      dian  fUherles;    correspondence  with   foreign 

I      oflice. 

I  Greely  relief  expedition :  Offer  of  British  ship 

I  Alert  to  the  United  SUtes  as  a  relief  vessel ; 
correspondence  between  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty and  Mr.  LowelL 
Oreely  relief  expedition :  Formal  offer  of  steamer 
Alert  by  British  Government ;  she  can  be  ready 
lor  sea  in  three  weeks. 
Greely  relief  expedition:  British  Government 

I      offers  Alert  to  united  States  as  ao  ^inoondi* 

I      tional  gift,  with  her  equipment;  asks  if  she 

'      shall  be  accepted. 

Greely  relief  expedition :  Acceptance  of  the  ship 
Alert  as  a  gift  from  the  British  Government 
for  a  relief  vessel  j  Mr.  Lowell  instructed  to  ex- 
press the  appreciation  and  cordial  thanks  of  the 
Presidpnt  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
Imprisonment  of  John  R.  McCormack  in  Ireland : 
He  claims  $40,000  indemnity  of  Great  Britain; 
his  retam  to  his  native  country  immediately 
after  his  American  naturalisation  and  his  evi- 
dent intention  not  to  return  cause  forfeiture  of 
his  claim  to  American  intervention:  similar 
cases  cited  with  decisions  of  attorneys-general ; 
McCormack's  letter  to  the  President. 
Kerosene  oil:  Duty  imposed  upon  in  (Teylon  to 
take  effect  upon  passage  of  the  law;  oil  in 
transit  fh>m  United  States  not  to  be  exempted : 
sudden  chaniros  in  colonial  tarifis  should  not 
affect  bona  Jlds  shipments  en  route  at  Uie  time 
of  passage  of  the  law ;  adequate  relief  to  Amer- 
ican shippers  is  expected ;  correspondence  ttom 
consul  at  Ceylon,  with  latter's  presentation  of 
case  to  the  Ceylon  government. 
Kerosene  oil:  Duty  imposed  upon  in  Ceylon ;  Mr. 
Lowell's  request  that  oil  in  transit  ftom  United 
States  be  exempted  flnom  duty  has  been  re- 

I      ferred  to  local  govempiient  of  Ceylon. 

I  Kerosene  oil:  Duty  imposed  upon  in  Ceylon ;  gov- 

I      emment  of  Ceylon  reftises  to  exempt  fh>m  onty 
oU  in  transit  from  the  United  States  at  time  of 

I      passage  of  the  law ;  note  to  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  and  Mr.  Loweirs  reply. 

j  Mormon  missionaries:  Their  reported  arrival  at 

I      Calcutta  to  obtain  recruits  for  transportation 

I  to  United  States ;  instructed  to  request  British 
Government  to  prevent  the  proposed  shipment 
of  Mormon  recruits ;  letter  irom  consul  at  Cal- 
cutta. 
Unclaimed  estates  in  Great  Britain:  Report  upon; 
vast  sums  alleged  to  be  due  claimants  in  Amer- 
ica by  dishonest  attorneys;  such  statements 
made  for  purposes  of  fraud ;  few  estates  exist 
without  owners  in  possession ;  statute  of  limi- 
tations works  in  case  of  real  property ;  proper 
steps  to  take  to  institute  proceedings  to  recover 
property  in  Bank  of  England  or  in  chanoerv; 
a  reputable  attorney  should  be  consulted ;  the 
legation  unable  to  prosecute  such  inquiries; 
oeriain  noted  claims  by  alleged  American  heirs 
stated;  they  have  no  foundation. 
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OOSKKPONDRNCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AT  WASHINGTON. 


2#' 


Mr.  West  to  Hr. 
boy sen. 


Freling- 


I   1883.    ; 

June  29  | 

i 


Cable  (telegraphic)  between  yictoria,yanoonver's 
Island,  and  Point  Angelos.  Washington  Terri- 
tory, to  connect  the  Canadian  Government  and 
American  telegraph  systems ;  request  for  per- 
mission to  land  the  cable  in  the  United  states  ; 
report  of  privy  council  of  Canada. 
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160 


161 


362 


168 


164 


166 


lee 

167 


168 


150 


leo 


161 


162 


Mr.  Frelinghnysen  to  Mr. 
Weat, 


Mr.  Weat  to  Mr.FreUng- 
hnysen. 


Sunetosame >'Sov.   30 


1883. 
Sept.  28 


RMne  to  Bsme. 


Same  to  same. 


Mr.  FreUnghaysen  to  Mr. 
West 


Same  to  same. 


Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frellng- 
hayeoD. 


Mr.  Frelinghnysen  to  Mr. 
Wert. 


Same  to  same. 


Same  to  same. 


Same  to  same. 


Same  to  same 


Cable  (telegrapbio)  between  Victoria,  Yanooaver's 

I  Island,  and  Point  Angeloa,  Washington  Terri- 
tory, to  connect  the  Government  telegraphic 
system  of  Canada  with  the  telegraphic  system  of 
United  States ;  United  States  will  grant  permis- 
sion for  the  cable  to  land  on  reliving  assur- 
ances ttom  Canada  that  reciprocal  pnVilegos 

I      will  be  granted  to  lines  formed  in  United  States, 

Goremment  messages  to  have  precedence  and 

^  charges  to  be  nnder  the  supervision  of  Con- 

I  gress :  extract  from  President's  message.  De- 
cember,   1875;    letter    fbom   president   Paget 

I      Sound  Telegraph  Company  stating  that  his  re- 

;      quent  for  permission  to  lay  a  cable  to  Canada 
has  never  been  replied  to  by  that  Government. 
Nov.  23  '  Slaves  captured  by  Eing  of  Johanna  alleged  to 

I      have  been  bought  for  Dr.  Wilson,  an  American 

I      citisen  owning  an  estate  in  Zanzibar ;  investiga- 
tion of  Dr.  Wilson's  conduct  requested. 
Seamen   of    British   nativity    discharged   team 
United  States  naval  vessels  and  in  desutute  con- 

I      dition  in  foreign  ports:    Requests  views  of 

I      United  States  as  to  whether  they  should  be  re- 

I      lieved  by  United  States  or  Britisn  authorities ; 

states  case  of  seaman  at  Yokohama  who  was 

buried  by  British  consul. 

Dec.  12     Indians:  Remnant  of  Sitting  Bull's  band  which 

fled  to  Canada;  they  are  willing  to  return  to 

I  United  States  if  guaranteed  immunity  for  past 
offens<«;  views  of  United  States  Govemmoit 
desired ;  report  of  privy  council  of  Canada. 
Deo.  18  Egyptian  mixed  tribunals:  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment proposes  a  prolongation  of  their  powers 
for  a  furtner  period  of  five  years ;  Britisn  (3ov- 
emment  is  prepared  to  assent  on  condition  of 
immediate  appUcation  of  reform^  that  may  be 
agreed  upon  in  the  mean  time. 
Dec.  17  Egyptian  mixed  tribunals:  United  States  will 
assent  to  the  prolongation  in  same  terms  as  on 

j      previous  occasions  should  the  Egyptian  Gh>v- 

I     emment  address  a  circular  to  that  end  to  the 

I     powers. 
Dec  26  ;  Indians:  The  proposal  to  remove  Sitting  Bull's 
band  from  Canada  to  United  States  is  receiving 
1884.     :     consideration. 
Jan.     2  j  Cable  (telegraphic)  between  Victoria  and  Waah- 

I      ington  Territory  to  connect  Canadian  Govem- 

I  ment  system  with  telegraphic  system  of  United 
States :  Report  of  privy  council  of  Canada:  all 

I  conditions  prescribed  oy  United  States  will  be 
complied  with  subject  to  rules  necessary  to  pre- 

I      vent  competition  with  Government  telegraph 

I      lines  in  Canada. 
Jan.     8     Egyptian  mi ied  tribunals :  United  States  has  as- 
sented to  the  proposition  ot  the  Egyptian  Gov- 
ernment to  prolong  their  powers  wr  a  Airther 
term  of  five  years. 
Jan.     9    Slaves  captured  by  King  of  Johanna  alleged  to 
be  intended  for  l>r.  Wilson,  an  American  oiti- 
sen  living  in  Zanzibar:  United  Stales  policy  is 
to  discountenance  in  every  way  the  holding 
and  traffic  in  slaves  by  its  citizens ;  its  inforoe- 
ment  out  of  Jurisdiction  of  United  States  diifi-  | 
cult ;  consul  at  Zanzibar  will  investigate. 
Jan.   10  l  Cable  (telegraphic)  between  United  States  and  : 
Canada:  Application  to  land  the  cable  firom 
Canada  in  Washington  Territory  is  being  con-  I 

t      sidered.  i 

Feb.  13  I  Cable  (telegraphic)  between  United  States  and 
Canada:  If  permission  were  granted  to  land  the  j 
cable  in  Washington  Territory  the  Canadian 
wire  would  compete  with  Puget  Sound  Tele-  i 
graph  Company,  which  would  be  at  a  disadvan-  I 

;  tage ;  permission  must  first  be  granted  to  lat- 
ter company  to  land  its  cable  at  Victoria  and 
establish  local  offices  in  Canada. 
Feb.  16  Cable  (telegraphic)  between  United  Stotes  and 
Canada:  Permission  will  be  granted  the  Cana- 
dian Government  to  land  the  cable  in  Wadilng- 
ton  Territory,  if  the  same  facilities  as  are  ra- 

1  quired  by  the  Canadian  line  are  extended  to  the 
Puget  Sonnd  or  any  other  telegraph  company 
OB  its  landing  its  cable  in  Britiui  Columbia^ 
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fFram'and  to^rhom. 


M4 


State  to  same. 


m   Mr.  West  4o  Mr.  Preling. 
bnjm. 


m  \  Mr.  Tr^Ongtrnjamk  to  Mr. 


\m 


M   Mr.  Weei  to  Mr.  FreUns* 


M  i  Mr.  FraUnghvysen  to  Mr. 
Wegtk 


m   Mr.  W«at  to  Mr.  Frelinc- 


m    Simeto 


Date. 


1884. 
Feb.  18 


Apr.    7 

May    1 

May  8 
May  21 

May  24 
June  6 
Jone  12 

Jane  25 


nt  I  Mr.  FrelinshayBen  to  Mr. 


ni^Btaetoi 


^  I  ^'  Wett  to  Mr.  WnUng- 


Joly    8 


Jnly  11 


July  12 


Sal]Jeot. 


Indians :  The  remnant  of  Sitting  Ball's  band  will 
be  received  back  in  United  States  fh>m  Canada 
when  an  appropriation  for  tbeir  support  has 
been  paMsea  by  Congress;  they  will  be  granted 
immnnitj'  for  past  offenses  if  they  promise  good 
behavior. 

Seamen  of  Bri  tish  nativity  discharged  from  United 
States  naval  vessels  and  in  destitnte  condition 
in  foreign  ports:  Discharged  seamen  are  not 
held^n  titled  to  relief  flnom  united  States  whether 
or  not  United  States  citisens;  when  enlisted  in 
United  States  ports  they  have  right  of  transpor- 
tation to  United  States ;  it  is  held  that  seamen 
at  Yokohama  had  no  claim  on  United  States. 

Lynching  of  an  Indian  accused  of  marder  in  Brit* 
ish  Colombia  by  persons  alleged  to  have  come 
fh>m  Washington  Territory;  the  prisoner  taken 
fH>m  officers  of  the  law  and  hanged :  this,  the 
first  lynching  in  British  Columbia ;  asks  that  the 
lynchers  be  bronght  to  Justice ;  report  of  privy 
council  of  Canada,  and  of  attorney- general  and 
lieutenant-governor  of  British  Columbia. 

Lynching  of  an  Indian  accused  of  murder  in  Brit> 
ish  Columbia  by  persons  alleged  to  have  come 
fh>m  Washington  Territory;  the  case  reoeiv- 
Ing  attention. 

Ferry  privilege  granted  by  Samia,  Canada,  con- 
flicting with  Uie  ferry  privile£e  granted  by 
Port  Huron,  in  United  States:  VioUtion  of  the 
privilege  granted  by  Samia  punishable  by  fine 
and  imprisonment ;  the  application  of  this  role 
to  American  citizens  obstructs  trade  and  is  in 
contravention  of  treaty ;  complaint  of  munici- 
pality of  Port  Huron;  desires  measures  by  Can* 
ada  to  remove  cause  of  oomplaint. 

Perry  privilege  granted  by  Samia,  Canada,  con> 
flicting  with  the  ferry  privilege  granted  by 
Port  Huron,  in  United  States:  The  complaint 
of  Port  Huron  has  been  referred  to  Governor* 
General  of  Canada. 

Lsmehing  of  an  Indian  accused  of  murder  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia  by  persons  f^m  Washington  Ter- 
ritory :  efforts  of  American  aathorities  to  dis- 
cover the  perpetrators  of  the  ontrsge ;  corre- 
spondence. 

Lynching  of  an  Indian  accused  of  marder  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia  by  persons  from  Washington  Ter- 
ritory :  The  Indian,  a  boy  of  fllteen,  was  in  cus- 
tody of  the  constable ;  the  Indians  believe  the 
boy  innocent,  and  threatened  to  cross  the  border 
and  lynch  the  first  white  man  they  met,  but  were 
dissuaded  by  the  Indian  agent ;  report  of  privy 
oouncil,  with  account  of  the  outrage. 

Cable  (telegraphic)  between  Canada  and  United 
States:  Permission  desired  to  land  cable  in 
Washington  Territorv;  if  the  concession  is 
sranted  Canada  will  atlow  a  cable  or  cables  from 
the  United  States  to  land,  but  claims  that  they 
»hal]  be  under  exclusive  control  of  Canada  in 
Canadian  territory ;  the  same  right  shall  belong 
to  United  States  in  regard  to  cables  when  on 
American  soil ;  the  Government  owns  the  tele- 
graph lines  in  Canada. 

Ferry  privilege  granted  by  Samia,  Canada,  con- 
flicting with  the  ferry  privilege  granted  by 
Port  Huron,  in  United  States:  letter  from 
Henry  MoMorran,  complaining  that  American 
ferry-boats  from  Port  Uoron  are  compelled  to 
lana  at  private  wharf  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  Samia  ferry  privilege  is  granted;  heavy 
expense  and  annoyance  involved  in  this  inno- 
vation. 

Fishery  treaty  revision :  No  action  yet  taken  by 
Congress  on  suggestion  in  President's  message 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
consider  the  subject;  action  on  the  propoai- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  will  be  deferred  until  Con- 
gress takes  the  initiative. 

Fishery  treaty  revision:  He  has  notified  his  Gov- 
ernment that  action  on  the  British  proposition 
will  be  deferred  until  December  nexV 
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H^ 


175 


17t 


177 


178 


179 


180 


181 


18S 


From  and  to  whom. 


Dftte. 


I      1884. 
Mr.  FreUnghnyaen  to  Mr.     July  17 
West. 


The  Queen  to  the  Preeident  >  July  21 
(telegnun). 


Hr.  West  to  Mr.  Freliog-  i  Ang.  11 
huyaen.  | 


I 
Mr.  DftTia  to  Mr.  West j  Aug.  16 


Hr.  FreUnchnyaeii  to  Mr.  i  Ang.  22 
Wert. 


Same  to  same Sept.   8 


Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Froling- 
huyaen. 


Mr.  FreUnghnyaen  to  Mr. 
Weat 


Nov.  11 


Nov.  21 


Salijeot. 


PaC^ 


Lynehlng  of  an  Indian  aoonaed  of  mnrdw  in  Brit-  ■ 
iah  Colombia  hy  peraons  &om  the  United  Statea : 
Governor  of  Washington  Territory  reporta  hla 
action ;  efforta  to  apprehend  the  perpetrators 
without  result;  Department  of  Justioe  stQl 
pnrsning  its  investigation. 

Bescne  of  Lieatenant  Oreely  and  aorvivora  of 
his  party:  Congratolationa  of  the  Qneen;  in- 
qaiiyas  to  oondition  of  the  survivors  of  the 
Aipuo  expedition. 

Wealem  Paoiflc  Islands :  Proposed  international 
agreement  to  regulate  the  aale  of  arms,  ammn- 
nition,  dynamite,  and  aloohol  to  the  nativea,  in 
the  interest  of  humanity ;  asks  if  the  United 
SUtes  is  wiUins  to  enter  into  such  an  agree- 


Cable  (telegraphic) :  Permiaaion  deaired  by  Can* 
ada  to  land  cable  in  Waahinston  Territory; 
further  information  is  awaited  before  r^>lylng 
to  note  of  June  26. 

Wertem  Pacific  Islands :  Propoaed  international 
agreement  to  regulate  the  aale  of  arma,  amma- 
nition,  dynamite,  and  aloohol  to  the  nativea ; 
United  States  looks  with  fiivor  upon  any  hn- 
manitarian  work :  fiirther  information  deaired  aa 
to  the  scope  and  form  of  the  propoaed  agree- 
ment. 

Lynching  of  an  Indian  accused  of  murder  in 
jBritish  Colombia  by  peraons  from  the  United 
States;  United  States  attorney  for  Waahing- 
ton  Territory  haa  siven  the  matter  oarefu 
attention ;  owing  to  the  remoteneaa  of  the  re- 
gion and  ita  sparse  population,  witneaaea  to 
prove  the  charge  and  identify  the  gnil^  have 
not  been  found ;  the  investigatioif  wHl  be  oon- 
tinued. 

Ferriea  (international)  between  Canadian  and 
American  porta:  Conflicta  ariahig  from  the 
grantins  by  Canadian  authorities  and  thoae  of 
United  StAtea  of  ferry  privilegea  between  two 
pointa  to  different  peraons;  a  conference  be 
tween  United  Statea  and  Canadian  authoritiea 
suggested  to  secure  Joint  action  previous  to  leg- 
islative enactment ;  report  of  privy  oouncil  of 
Canada. 

Ferriea  (international)  between  Canadian  and 
American  porta:  Conforenoe between  Amarioan 
and  Canadian  authoritiea  to  aecure  agreement 
aa  to  granting  of  ferry  privileges;  approveathe 
auggestion :  will  fix  an  early  day  for  a  oonfJsr- 
ence  with  the  minister. 


GREECE. 


188 


184 


186 


.Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Fre- 
linghuysen  No.  62). 


Mr.  Freltnghnysen  to  Mr. 
Schuyler  (No.  51). 


1888. 

Deo.    8 


1884. 
Jan.     i 


Mr.  SchuyTerto  Mr.  Freling-    81    Jan. 
huysen  (No.  81). 


Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  ita  importation 
into  Greece ;  information  is  awaited  from  New 
York  and  Berlin  bv  the  Greek  Govemnent.  by 
advice  of  medical  oouncil  of  Athena,  betbre 
makinff  a  revision  of  its  regulations :  outbreak 
of  triohinoais  in  Germany  mentioned  in  Greek 
newspapers. 

Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  its  importation 
into  Greece ;  information  called  for  by  Greece 
relative  to  American  pork ;  trichinosis  in  Gar- 
many  doe  to  eating  raw  pork ;  this  custom  not 
understood  to  exist  in  Greece. 

Loan  of  170,000,000  francs  to  be  issued  byGreeoe; 

S retracted  discussion  in  the  legislative  cham- 
er ;  proceeds  to  be  employed  in  oaving  debt  to 
national  and  Ionian  banks;  to  ena  forced  ciztm- 
lation  of  bank  notes  and  for  expenditures  for 
railroads  and  naval  and  miliury  preparations ; 
details  of  its  negotiation ;  special  security  pro- 
vided ;  specie  payments  to  be  resumed. 
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Date. 


Subject 


PH^ 


\  (So.  95)  , 


IBM. 
Peb.  28 


117 


tomne  (No.  68) "Mat,  10 


Mr.  Vnttni^yMB  to  Mr. 


»(No67). 


Mr.  Sehvylar  t*  Mr.  Fre- 
UifkajMn  (No.  69). 


itomB«(Ha70) 


»   Xr.  rttmnAuj^ok  to  Mr. 

i    8«lra^w<Ho.61). 


Hz.  8eh«j]flr  to  Mr.  Pre- 
UB(kajMn  (Na  77). 


Mar.  17 
Mar.  10 

Mar.  30 


Mar.  23 


May  28 


J^e6 


Pork  (American):  Prohibition  of  its  Importation 
aboUsbed,  owing  to  deoiaion  of  medl<^  connoil ; 
Mr.  Sohnjler  anthoiiBed  to  send  telegram  to 
that  effect;  reason  assigned  by  newspaper  that 
trichinosis  had  ceased  in  America. 

Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  its  importation 
abolished ;  telegram  expressing  gratiflcation  of 
United  States  shown  to  minister  for  foreign 
affairs ;  ciroolar  to  foreign  legations  annoonc- 
ing  i^rogation  of  the  restriction. 

Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  its  importation 
abolished;  telegram  expressing  appreciation  at 
Jost  action  of  Greece  sent  Febmary  26. 

Pork  (American) :  Prohibition  of  its  Importation 
abolished ;  cummnnication  flnom  Greek  consnl- 
general  at  New  York  making  the  announce* 
ment ;  Greece  satisfied  the  importation  not  dan- 
gerons  to  public  health. 

Bibles  of  the  Ajnerican  Bible  Society :  Bestric- 
tion  of  their  sale  in  Greece ;  seisure  of  Bibles 
at  Ithaca  complained  of  by  agent  of  Bible  So- 
Society;  an  official  conversation  with  prime 
minister ;  as  no  restriction  is  imposed  in  Ath- 
ens, there  should  be  none  in  the  provinces; 
sensitiveness  of  the  Greeks  in  the  matter  of 
prosely tism ;  strong  feeling  in  fovor  of  the  na- 
tional church :  in  constitnuon  religious  toler*- 
tlon  conceded,  but  proselytism  forbidden ;  sug- 

ests  that  Bible  Society  exhaust  legal  remedies 
fore  applying  for  diplomatic  invention. 

Bibles  of  American  Bible  Society :  Restriction  of 
their  sale  in  Greece ;  authorities  of  Ithaca  deny 
that  sale  has  been  restricted ;  agent  of  Bible 
Society  makes  a  second  complaint;  diplomatic 
action  refused;  Greek  Government  pursuing  no 
adverse  course ;  the  courts  should  settle  diffloul- 
ties  firom  over-zeal  of  minor  officials. 

Bibles  of  Ameiican  Bible  Society:  Bestriotionof 
their  sale  in  Greece;  if  hiw  allows  sale,  rights 
of  Ajnerican  venders  must  be  protected;  in- 
structed to  use  his  effiirte  to  secure  for  Ameri- 
can citisens  engaged  In  the  occupation  the  same 
rights  as  are  granted  to  other  foreigners ;  let- 
ters from  secretary  of  American  Bible  Societv. 

Pork  (American):  its  importation  into  Greece 
permit  ed  only  on  certlflcate  of  a  Greek  consnl 
that  no  disease  exists  at  place  of  origin ;  this 
rule  applies  to  importations  from  all  countiiea  i 
note  ttom  foreign  office. 


264 


HAWAUAN  ISLANDS. 


m 


Mk  Daggvfet  to  Mr.  PreUng- 
knjMS(Koul06). 


Mi:  Tn^AajMn  to  Mr. 
Daggett  (Ho.  4S). 

Mr.  Bacg«l4  to  Mr.  PraUng- 
'^^^^(Kal06). 


»(Ko.l06>. 


1888. 
Hot.  U 


Dee.  18 


Deo.  16 


Deo.  31 


Population  of  H»waU:  Statistics  of  births  and 
deaths  1870-'88  ;  native  population  steadily  de- 
creasing: increase  of  permanent  population 
since  1878  owing  to  large  immigration  of  Chi- 
nese and  Portuguese. 

Carrying  trade  between  China  and  Hawaii:  Dis- 
crimination on  part  of  Hawaii  adverse  to  the  in- 
terests of  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company. 

Loan  of  $2,000,000  negotiated  with  Clans  Spreck- 
els ;  a  writ  of  mandamus  has  been  iMued  for- 
bidding the  minister  of  finance  ftom  receiving 
Hawaiian  silver  coined  by  Mr.  Spreckels  for 
the  bonds ;  this  action  due  to  petition  of  tax- 
payers. 

Carrying  trade  between  China  and  Hawaii :  Dis- 
criniination  by  Hawaii  agiiinst  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  in  matter  of  transporta- 
tion of  (Jbinese  emigrants ;  concession  given 
to  Oceanic  Steamship  Company ;  remonstrance 
of  United  Sutes ;  Hawaii  replies  that  immigra- 
tion from  China  being  under  restriction  as  a  sani- 
tary measure  (a  matter  of  domestic  control),  the 
Government  has  right  to  make  special  arrange- 
ments as  deemed  fit ;  contravention  of  treaty 
denied;  correspondence  with  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs. 
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No. 


108 


IM 


900 


301 


202 


From  and  to  whom. 


Same  to  same  (No.  110) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  116) . 


ICr.  FreUnghaysen  to  Mr. 
Daggett  (Na  47). 


Mr.  Daggettto  Mr.  FrfUog- 
hayeen  (No.  122). 


208 
204 


205 


206 


207 


Same  to  same  (Na  132).. 

Same  to  same  (Na  185) .. 
Same  to  same  (Na  188) . . 

Same  to  same  (No.  144)  . 
Same  to  same  (Na  151) . 
Same  to  same  (Na  152)  . 


1884. 
JaiL   15 


Feb.     2 


Sabject. 


Feb.  15 


Mar.  15 


Dea  22  Financial :  Hawaiian  silver  coins  for  wbich  Ha< 
waiian  supreme  court  prohibited  the  exchange 
of  6  per  cent  bonds,  nave  been  recognized  as 
legal  tender;  custom  duty  mnst  be  paid  in 
United  States  gold  or  its  equivalent. 

Financial :  Writ  of  mandamus  issued  to  prevent 
exchange  of  6  per  cent,  bonds  for  Hawaiian  sil* 
ver  coined  by  Mr.  Glaus  Spreokels ;  held  not 
the  proper  writ ;  object  of  petitioners  gained 
by  the  court  holding  new  coinage  does  not  rep- 
resent par  value;  Mr.  Spreckels  is  putting  his 
coin  into  circulation. 

Carrying  trade  between  China  and  Hawaii :  Dis- 
crimination by  Hawaii  against  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  in  matter  of  transportation 
of  Chinese  immigrants ;  by  treaty  all  American 
vessels  carrying  the  maiu  have  the  privilege 
to  land  passengers  in  Hawaiian  ports;  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  emigrant  business  granted  to 
any  one  steamship  company  is  in  contravention 
of  the  treaty  and  an  uigust  discrimination. 
I  United  States  desires  that  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  oe  re- 
scinded. 

Financial:  Silver  coinage;  Honolulu  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  petitioned  minister  of  finance 
CO  prevent  further  introduction  of  silver  coin- 
age, under  the  Spreckels  arrangement,  unless 
withdrawal  is  made  of  other  silver  coinage. 

Carrying  trade  between  China  and  Hawaii :  Dis- 
crimination on  the  part  of  Hawaii  adverse  to 
the  interests  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 

Cy  in  the  matter  of  transporting  Chinese  la- 
Brs;  Hawaii  holds  there  is  no  subject  for 
complaint  as  no  steamship  company  now  holds 
any  authorisation  to  transmit  Cninese  laborers ; 
further  discussion  considered  nnneoessary  at 
present;  correspondence. 

Mar.  26  Chinese  immigration  to  Hawaii  limited  to  twen- 
ty-five in  any  one  vessel;  revocation  of  ftir- 
ther  increase  of  Chinese  population  intended; 
shipments  in  excess  of  the  limit 

Apr.  14  Chioese  immigration  to  Hawaii:  Yarious  orders 
issued  to  effect  a  restriction;  arrival  of  six 
hundred  laborers  contracted  for  under  former 
order ;  from  date  the  limit  of  twenty -five  Chi- 
nese in  any  one  vessel  will  be  enforced ;  Paciflo 
Mail  Steamship  Company  warned  to  observe 
the  regulations ;  note  trom  minister  for  foreign 
afl^irs. 

Apr.  30  Financial  condition  of  Hawaii;  Receipts  for  two 
years  ending  March  31, 1884,  $703,220.63  less  than 
expenditures;  estimates  for  next  two  years 
reduced  to  comewithin  estimated  receipts;  in- 
crease of  public  debt ;  its  further  increase  not 
warranted ;  great  prosperity  and  overvaluation 
owiDg  to  reciprocity  treaty;  commercial  de- 
pression threatened  owing  to  decline  in  price  of 
sugar,  the  principal  product 

May  81  Commercial  condition  of  Hawaii:  Financial  crisis 
predicted  owing  to  declining  price  of  sugar, 
the  principal  product:  all  plantations  heavily 
mortgaged ;  wages  of  labor  high  owing  to  ne- 
cessity of  importing  necessities  of  life ;  all  land 
given  np  to  sugar;  prices  of  raw  sugars;  ifsa- 
sar  cultivation  unprofitable  Hawaii  would  re- 
lapse to  condition  of  twenty  years  ago  and  lose 
commercial  importance. 

May  81  Financial  condition  of  Hawaii:  Owing  to  the  ex- 
cessive issue  of  silver  coinage  gold  is  at  a  heavy 
premium;  cabinet  has  urged  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  requiring  customs  duties  to  be  paid 
in  United  States  gold ;  failure  to  enforce  this 
law  a  violation  of  recipriocity  treaty  in  depriv- 
ing the  free  American  products  of  the  ftill  ben- 
efit accorded  to  the  extent  of  the  dimx>nnt  be- 
tween the  metals. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


n  !  Sum  to  same  (No.  153) 


Dato. 


1884. 
May  31 


Sabjeot. 


{Page. 


to 


CSo.  157) I  June  14 


HO' 


Sll 


Mr.  Fr^llDEhnyn«D  to  Mr.  I  Juno  20 
Daggett  (No.  55).  ] 

Mr.  Dagjrett  to  Mr.  Freling-     July  24 
huy»eii  (No.  187). 


Carryiog  trade  between  Hawaii  and  San  Franris- 
CO  and  Auntralia:  Paciflo  Mail  Steamship 
Company  deli%'era  the  mails,  but  dt'olines  paait- 
enger  and  A^iuht  tratho;  gentral  dissatisfac- 
tion; this  sappoH(»d  to  be  result  of  an  under* 
standinz  with  the Ot^anio  Stearonhip  Company, 
controlled  by  Mr.  ClausSpreckel<4. 

R**ciprocity  treaty*:  Complaint  of  Mr.  Daggett 
that  reci'ipt  of  depreciated  silver  insteMO  of 
United  States  gold  ai  custom  houses  is  a  viola- 
tion of  spirit  of  treaty;  this  a  reduction  of 
duty  fur  other  nations  than  United  States; 
Uuyti  a«lmitA  the  violatiou  of  the  spirit  of  the 
treaty  and  promises  action  by  legislature  for 
ri'Humption  of  colle<:iion  of  duties  in  United 
States  gold ;  corr»^f*pon'b*nce. 

Commeicial  condition  of  Hrtvti:  IIis15t,  relative 
Ut  disaMtvous  etfeets  of  low  pric^of  sugar,  has 
b»*en  sent  t«»  Seuato  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations and  to  Treasury. 

Finaui  ial :  iliwaiian  and  Unitetl  States  gold  and 
silver  odins  to  bo  aecepte  I  at  th»Mr  face  value, 
other  coins  at  their  bullion  value;  cnntoms 
dutioM  to  be  coUiHJted  in  Ouitwl  Slates  gohi  from 
August  1. 


112  !  Mr.  Langaton   to  Mr.  Fre- 
Unghoyaen  {2fo.  5il3). 


113  I  Same  to  same  <Na  504) 


114 


Mr.  FreUngbnyaeu  to  Mr. 
Laogstoo  (Ko.  247). 


1883. 
Nov.  30 


Nov.  20 


Deo.   15 


tU  i  Sime  to  BMne  (No.  248) Deo.   15 


ns    Mr.  Langaton  to  Mr.  Fre-     Dec  17 
lii^ayaen  CNo.  0u2).  I 


tn 


Mr.  FreHnghnraen  to  Mr. 
Luitfaioa  (No.  203). 


1884. 
Mar.    7 


ly F  B 


287 


288 


202 


292 


HAYTl. 


Insurgent  steamer  La  Patrie:  President  of 
Uayti  aski*  that  it  be  regarded  as  a  pirate  and 
capture*!  as  such  ;  diplomati*r  corns  decline  to 
comply ;  note  from  I'resident  of  Havti  to  Mr. 
Langston.  and  his  reply  as  dean  of  diplomatic 
oorpa. 

Insurrection  in  Hayti :  Address  of  President  of 
Hayti  to  insurgents  of  Jaoiuel  and  J6r6mle 
threatening  bomlmnlmentif  they  refuse  to  sur- 
render ;  rights  of  American  citizens  reserved  ; 
correspoodfnoe. 

Insurgent  ves^4el  La  Patrie :  Approval  of  course 
refusing  to  consider  her  a  pirate ;  declaration 
of  piiacy  against  insurgent  veanels  a  C4»mmon 
expeilient  of  Spanish* Anieiican  countries;  a 
pirate  the  enemy  «»f  mankind  ;  a  r<>voIted  ve»(sel 
the  enemy  only  of  the  power  against  which  it 
acta. 

Bombarilment  of  J6r6mie  and  Jacmel  now  nrcn- 
pied  by  insurgents:  American  citizens  have 
right,  as  non-combatants,  of  leaving  before  bora- 
banlmeiit;  no  national  vessel  t>eiug  within  reach, 
Mr.  Lanuston  should  have  arranged  for  recep- 
tion of  American  fagitivea  and  their  property 
on  vesael  of  another  nationality  ;  rights  of  alien 
non-combatants  sh<mld  Iw  carefully  guarded. 

Claims  of  fcvlgners  growing  out  of  riots  at  Port 
an  Piince  September  22  and  23, 1883  :  President 
of  Uayti  proposes  to  settle  them  by  a  mixed 
comuiiasiou.  half  the  mem  I  era  tn  be  named  by 
Hayti  and  half  by  the  repreaentativf  a  of  coun- 
tries of  the  claimauta ;  payment  to  be  left  to 
vote  of  legislature:  claims  for  losses  in  other 
.  parts  of  Ua>  ti  leHnltiug  from  iuKurrection  not 
to  be  included  ;  C.  W.  Mos^eli,  E.  V.  (larrido, 
Kichard  Allen.  Mrx.  A.  K.  Williams,  Mrs.  U. 
Fouin<er,  and  Mrs  Maria  Uamilt4>n,  Anierirans. 
pieaent  claiuis;  niixe<l  oounnisj^ion  not  advan- 
tageous t4>  settle  cinims  gix>wiug  out  of  personal 
abuf«e ;  corn-spoudence. 

Claims  of  Americans  growing  out  of  riots  at 
port  au  I'riuce.  SeptemiNT  22  and  23.  1883: 
United  Slates  as8«'nts  t^i  proposal  of  President 
of  Hay  i  that  claims  of  nil  foreigners  be  set- 
1le«l  by  u  mixed  commission,  and  thatloasesat 
Port  au  Prii<C4*only  shall  beconsideied  ;  rij^ht 
to  present  any  claim  diplomut'cally  reserved: 
Hayti  should  stipulate  in  agreement  to  pay^ 
within  a  tixed  time  awards  made;  aer>enient 
determined  ntam  should  be  forwarded  to  De* 
parim^nt  before  being  signed;  memorandum 
of  agreement. 
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210 


Mr.  Lfuigston  to  Mr.  Fre- 
Uoghuysen  (No.  688). 


Mr.  'Frelinghaysen  to  Mr. 
Laogston  (No.  272). 


Dftto. 


1884. 
Apr.  14 


Apr.  21 


Sabjeot. 


P««^ 


an 


aaa 


Same  to  same  (No.  283) July    1 


Mr.  LangBton  to  Mr.  Fre-    July    7 
linghQy8en(No.«47). 


Same  to  same  (No.  948) July  18 


S4 


225 


228 


227 


228 


to  same  (Na  601). 


Same  to  same  (Na  862) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  853)  . 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Langston 
(No.  288). 


Same  to  same  (No.  280) ....     Aug.  15 


July 

21 

July 

22 

July 

22 

Aug. 

14 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Pre- 
liugbuysen  (No.  661). 


Aug.  21 


Claims  of  Americans  growing  out  of  riots  at 
P»»rt  au  Princ<»,   September  22  and  23,  1883: 

I      instructions  of  Minititer  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  to 

I      Ha3tian  comroir^ioners  to  settle  the  claims; 

:      Grest  Britain  and  France  have  given  their  as- 

I  sent :  claims  of  their  citizens  now  to  be  con- 
sideied  by  mixed  commissions  composed  of 
Haytiuns.  English,  and  Frenrh ;  in  case  of  equal 
divi^ion  of  vote  an  ninpire  to  be  chosen. 
ImpriHonment  of  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelm  at  Port  au 
Prince  for  debt:  He  is  imprisoned  on  com- 
plaint of  his  creditors  and  not  allowed  to  make 
an  assignment;  this  a  violation  of  treaty: 
American  citizens  should  have  same  rights  as 

I  Havtians;  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen  sutes  beholds 
Uaytian  bonds  which  if  paid  would  enable 
him  to  pay  his  debts ;  Mr.  Langston  instructed 
to  investigate;  letter  from  C.  A.  Van  Bokke- 
len. 
Imprisonment  of  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelen  at  Port  au 

I  Prince  for  ^cbt :  Letter  from  W.  K.  Van  Bok- 
kelen, his  father ;  his  son  still  held  in  eonflne- 

I      ment   in   violation  of  treaty ;  asks   interven- 

I  tion  of  United  States  minister  for  reoojznition 
of  rights  and  payment  of  money  ind«smnity. 
Inoprisonment  of  U.  A.  Van  Bokkelen  at  Port  au 
Prince  for  debt :  He  is  arrested  and  imprisoned 
on  a  Judgment  rendered  against  him  for  $3,000 ; 
proc**ediugs  afterwards  brought  against  him  by 
ot  her  part  ies ;  his  right  to  assignment  denied  on 
gronnd  of  bis  being  a  foreigner;  be  claims  the 
ri);ht  under  treaty  by  which  Americans  are  to 
eujoj  same  rights  as  Ua^'tians;  case  to  be  ap- 
pealed ;  reversjil  of  decision  of  lower  court  not 
piobable;  Mr.  Van  Bokkt-len  is  imprisoned  in 
the  niili'ary  prinon,  bis  health  not  permitting 
confinement  in  the  common  jail. 
Message  of  President  of  Hayti  to  the  Assembly: 
Topics  treated:  insurrection;  damage  to  proper- 
ty of  forfiguersby  riots  at  Port  an  Prince;  cUums 
of  foieigtiers  in  couNeqiience ;  commissions  al- 
ready named  to  settle  claims  of  British,  French, 
ami  Germans;  legislation  needed  to  pay  the 
awards;  foii>«ign  relations  good ;  appreciation  of 
action  of  United  States  in  enforcing  neutrality. 
Claims  of  American  oitixens  growing  out  of  riots 
at  Port  au  Prince.  September  22  and  23,  18X3: 
RefuHal  of  Mr.  Langston  to  assent  to  Axing  of  22d 
instant  as  date  beyond  which  noadditionalclaims 
can  be  submitted ;  mixed  commissions  agreed 
to  by  France,  Great  Britain,  and  Germany  not 
satisfactory;  memoranda  presenting  claims  of 
American  citizens,  and  proposing  a  mixed 
commission  of  three  Americans  and  three  Hay- 
tians,  and  modus  operandi. 
Claim  of  C.  W.  Mossell  v$.  Hayti  for  maltreatment 
of  himself  and  family  by  soldiers  at  Port  au 
Prince:  $60,000damagesdemanded;  noto  to  Min- 
ister Foreign  Affiurs  preeenting  claim ;  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Mossell. 
Claim  of  B. V.  Gari  ido  vt.  Hayti,  for  maltreatment 
by  Holdiers :  $10,000  damages  demanded ;  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Garrido  and  noto  to  minister  for 
foH'ign  affairs. 
Claims  of  Americans  vt.  Hayti,  grovring  out  of 
riotsat  Port  au  Prince,  September  22  and  23, 
18X3 :  Approval  of  his  refusal  to  fix  July  22  as  a 
limitation  to  the  presentation  of  such  claims ; 
tbe  date  fixed  for  meeting  of  commission  a 
reasonable  limitation. 
Imprisonment  of  C.  A.  Van  Bokkf^len  at  Port  au 
Prince  for  debt :  Course  of  minister  approvi^d  ; 
result  of  appeal  as  to  Mr.  Van  liokkeleu's  right 

,  of  at^si;:nmeut  awaited  before  giving  further  in- 
structions. 

I  Claims  of  Americans  Pt.  Hayti  growing  out  of 
riots  at  Port-au  Piince,  8«'pteml>er  22  and  2:^, 
1883 ;  lla\  ti  dcuieHrightof  diplomatic  presenta- 
tion ofolairaH  for  losi^t-a  by  riots  ;  refiisesananire- 
ment  with  Dniled  SuiU^a  diifeiing  from  that 
made  with  other  powers,  and  proposes  counter 
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9<K  j        From  and  to  whom. 


D»te. 


1884. 


Suae  to  same  (No.  682) i  Aug.  21 


280  '  Same  to  same  (No.  (I 


2S1  \  Mr.  Frelingbuyaen  to  Mr. 
Langston  (No.  300). 


338  •  Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Fre- 

linghaysea  (Na080).  ' 


Aug.  27 


Oct.     1 


Oct.   30 


2S8    Same  to  same  (No.  (t83) 


94  I  Same  to  same  (No.  G85)  . 


Not.    8 


NoY.    8 


3» 


336 


Mr.  Daria  to  Mr.  Laogston 
(No.  307).) 

Same  to  same  (No.  808) 


Nor.  17 


Nor.  W 


Subject. 


Slan  for  a  mixed  oommiseion ;  Mr.  Langston 
isseDts  from  these  propositioDS ;  note  firom 
minister  of  foreign  afluirs ;  mf  niorandam  of 
agreement  and  note  of  Mr.  Langston  in  reply. 

Claim  o{  C.  W.  Mossell  vt.  Hayti  for  maltreat- 
ment by  Haytian  soldiers;  connideratioo  by 
Hayti  promised;  note  from  minister  for  for- 
eign anairs,  and  notes  of  Mr.  Langston  making 
farther  representation  of  the  claim. 

Claim  of  E.  V.  Garrido  vt.  Uayti  for  indemnity 
for  maltreatment  by  Haytian  soldiers  and  mob; 
consideration  promised  by  Ha>ti  and  farther 
representAtion  of  the  claim :  correspondence 
with  minister  for  fort-ign  affairs. 

Impiisonment  of  C.  A.  van  Bokkelen  at  Port  an 
Prince  for  debt :  If  decision  on  appeal  on  his 
right  of  assignment  has  not  been  rendered, 
action  to  obtain  his  immediate*  release  should 
be  taken  in  view  of  Van  Bokkelen's  poor  health. 

Claims  vs.  Hayti  growine  out  of  i  lots  at  Port  an 
I  Pi-ince  September  22  and  23.  1883 :  Law  passed 
providing  for  payment  inclosed ;  British,  Oer- 
man.  Belgian,  Dunish,  French,  and  Spanish  in- 
demnities specially  mentioned;  United  States 
claims  not  vet  passed  upon,  bat  sum  voted  snf- 
cientfor  all  claims:  British  representat ive  has 
protested  against  six  years  being  required  for 
payment;  settlement  of  American  claims  In- 
sisted npon  in  the  manner  already  proposed. 

Imprisonment  of  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelen  at  Port  au 
Prince  for  debt:  An  immediate  decision  on  the 
appeal  as  to  bis  right  of  assignment  and  Mr. 
Van  Bokkelen*s  release  nrged ;  minister  of  jus- 
tice promises  attention. 

Claims  of  Americans  vt.  Ha\ti  growing  ont  of 
riots  at  Port  au  Prince  September  22  and  23, 1883: 
President  of  Hayti  proposes  to  settle  claims  of 
Mossell  and  Qarrido  by  a  special  commission ; 
Mr.  Laugston's  offer  of  settlement ;  right  of 
commission  to  settle  citisenship  status  of  claim- 
ants denied;  claims  for  property  losses  and 
maltreatment  must  be  paid  in  reasonable  time; 
incloses  note  ft-om  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
ffiving  Haytian  position  and  his  reply. 

Claims  v».  Hayti  growing  out  of  riots  at  Port  au 
Prince  September  2i  and  23,  1883 :  Approval  of 
his  course  reported  in  bis  680. 

Impiisonment  of  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelen  at  Port  an 
Prince  for  debt:  luolosee  letter  ftt>m  W.  A. 
Yau  Bokkelen.  his  father;  states  that  period 
has  expired  within  which  objection  to  nis  as- 
signment can  be  made :  asks  action  for  his  ira* 
mediate  release  ;  imprisonment  unduly  harsh; 
every  effort  for  his  release  should  be  taken. 
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380 
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ITALY. 


337 


338 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Richmond 
(No.  87). 


Mr.  Astor  to  Mr.  Frellng- 
haysen  (No.  96). 


J. 


Permission  fh>m  Italian  Oovemment  desired  to 
enable  Hev.  Father  V.  T.  Lanciotto  to  revisit 
Italy  without  molestation:  He  left  Italy  to 
evade  military  service  in  1870  and  liecame  a 
naturalised  Unite<l  States  citizen ;  letters  mak- 
ing reqnest  for  actitm  of  leeation  inclosed. 

Permission  desired  from  Italian  Government  to 
enai  le  Rev.  Father  V.  T.  Lanciotto  to  revisit 
Italy  without  molestation  in  spite  of  his  eva- 
sion of  raililary  duty:  Pfrmission  refused; 
should  he  return  he  will  be  enrolled  in  the 
aruiy :  note  fiom  minister  of  foreign  aflairs  in* 
closed. 


886 


339 
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Vo.  From  and  to  whom. 

:S30     Mr.  MorKan  to  ^f  r.  Freling- 
hiiysen(No.  690). 


140  '  Mr.  Frellnghiiygen   to  Mr. 
;      Morf^ao  (No.  470). 


til  I  Same  to  same  (No.  477) 


Bate. 

I     1888. 
Sept  21 


Subject. 


Nov.  15 


t4J  !  Mr.  Morjran  to  Mr.  Fioling. 
huyseu  (No. 736). 


243  j  Mr.  Frelin{:huy8eu  to  Mr. 
Morgan  (Xo.'492;. 


Deo.   12 


1884. 
Jan.     2 


Jan.   17 


244 


Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Kreling* 
huyHen  (No.  753). 


Feb.   18 


M5 
M7 


Mr   Frelinjrhnyiion  to  Mr. 
Morgan  (No.  508). 


1 


Same  to  same  (No.  511)  . 
Same  to  aame  (No.  522) 


348     Same  to  same  (No.  570)  . 


I 


S49 


tso 


tSl 


Mr.  Mor^n  to  Mr.  Freling* 
hayaen  (Xa  773.) 


Same  to  name  (No,  775)  . 


Same  to  same  (ITo.  784) . 


Feb.  19 

Feb.  23 
Mar.  10 
May  17 

Mar.  21 
Mar.  25 


348 


Claim  of  captain  and  owners  of  American  veaael 
Daylight.  Hunk  oif  Tanipico  by  Mexican  gun- 
boat Imiepi'udcnoia:   Mexico  denies  right  of  ' 
diplomutic  interveutinn  except  upon  denial  of  ' 
joHtice;    holds  that  claimants  should  seek  re- 
dress through  Mt*xican  department  of  war  and  I 
msrioe,  and,   failing  there,    should   have    re-  ' 
courH«>  to  I  he  couiis  ;  comwpoudeuce  inclosed. 
Claim  of  rnptaiu  and  owners  of  American  sciiooner         343 
l>a>lifrlit.  sunk  off  Tampico  hv  M^'xican  gun    , 
boat  lu'lependeucia  :  If  investigation  of  liabil-  | 
ity  of  Mexico  by  d»'partmeut  for  war  and  ma- 
rine U  n«M-eASAry,  minister  of  foreign   affairs  ' 
shouM  order  it ;  a  government  canuot  bo  sued  i 
in  its  own  eourts  without  authoriz.aion;  Mex-  ^ 
ico  responHi*ilc  an<l  early  setiltnient  ho|>ed  lor.  , 
ImpvisonnienJ  of  (.'apt.  Georgi'Ca'eh,  of  American         844 
v.'8s<-l  AdriaU'i,  .it  La  Paz,  und«T  sfutence  of  ■ 
smnjiglinj::    lohtructed   to   rentier  liiiu   every  i 
propel  HKHirttaire;  incIuscH  let t<'is  from  Senator 
./.  F.  Miileraud  Capraiii  Caleb.  [ 

Claim  «)fiHplain  and  owners  <if  American  H«]joon-  1      345 
er  na\liulit. '^iink  oil  'Jampico  by  .Mexican  gun-  ' 
Iwat   indepiUiteiicia:    Mole  to  uiinistet;  of  fur-  ! 
ei;iu  attaiiH,  re«juortliug  selllemont;  no  reply  us  i 
j'et  leci'ived.  i 

Pal  don  of  Capt.  (Jeorge  Caleb,  i»f  American  vessel  I  348 
Adnaua.  impri.soneil  at  La  Pa^  fi>r  smuggling:  ! 
Mexiean  circuit  court  has  continued  his  sen-  ! 
tenet'  t»f  Ave  year*,'  iinprisuument,  commencing  ' 
from  date  of  \\\ii  arrest;  hardship  of  cane  MUtIi-  ! 
cientgitmiid  for  support  of  his  application  for 
panlon ;  ends  of  jiiMtice  already  servetl;  par-  j 
d«»u  bv  l*i©si<tent  of  Mexico  would  be  a  proof  of  i 
frieiidMhip  to  United  States;  instructe<l  loin-  I 
vite  executive  clemency;  letter  from  ouusul  at  j 
La  Paz ;  statement  of  case.  1 

Pardon  of  Capt.  George  Caleb,  of  Am?ricjin  ves- 
sel Adrians,  iinpiisoued  at  La  Paz  for  smug* 
gllni;:  Efforts  in  his  behalf  by  legation; -his 
pamon  asked    for;    Captain  Caleb    has  peti- 
tioned f«)r  pardou  coufeissing  his  guilt;  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico  canuot  paidon  him  unless  lwo> 
fifths  of  his  sentiuce  has  been  served;    peti- 
tion for  panlon  made  in  his  behalf  by  an  Amnr* 
icaii;  President  uf  Mexico  can  commute  sen- 
tence;   incloses  petition  for  pardon  made  by  , 
Captain  Caleb  and  by  A.  P.  (lushing,  and  cor- 
respondence with  miuist<*r  for  foreign  affairs. 
Pardon  of  Captain   Calub,   of  American   vessel         354 
Adriano,  imprisoued  at  La  Paz  for  smuggling : 
Incloses  letters  Irom    F.   R    Maytorena  and 
Captain  Caleb,  detailing  the  case  and  trial. 
Panluu  ot  Captain  Caleb,  imprisoned  at  La  Paz        856 
for  smuggling  :   Incloses  letter  from  F.  R.  May- 
torena, exonerating  Captain  Caleb  tVom  guilt 
Pardon  of  Cajitain  Caleb,  imprisoued  at  I^  Paz         858 
for  smuggling  :    Approval  of  Mr  Morgan's  ac- 
tion in  his  behalf,  us  detaiieil  in  his  753.  , 
Claim  against  Mexico  of  captain  and  owners  of        858 
American  schooner  Uaylights  sunk  off  Tampico 
by  Mexican  gunlxiat  ln<h  pendencia :    Position 
of  Mexico,   ttiat  the  claimants  should  theiu- 
aelvi-s' se««k  redre»<s,  not  ass<>uted  to:    Mexico 
held  responsible  for  the  damage,  and  a  speedy 
setilemiut  expected. 
Impi iHtmment  ai  M inatitlan  without  trial  of  U.  C.         800 
Walker  on  f.iUe  ncciiKatitui  of  stealing  timlter:  [ 
No  pnKits  bnmghi  againt«t  him  ;    iuvi-stigation  | 
askid  an<l  pnunisotl ;  coirespondence  and  pro- 
test uf  Mr.  Valker.  I 
Claim  f«.  Mi'X ico  (d*  captain  an«1  owners  of  Araerl*  ,      883 
'      can  sehoon*  r  Daylight,  sunk  oil*  Tampico  liy 
i      Mexicjin  gunbo-ii  ludependencia:  Mininterftir 
;      Foieijin  Affnii^  holds  that  owuersmiist  pic9«-nt 
I      their  claim  to  depaitment  of  war  «n«l  luaiine^ 
and  to  couits,  if  dissatisfied,  betore  diplomatic 
I      intervention  can  bti  admit ttd. 
.    Pai  don  <d  Captain  Caleb,  of  A  mericRn  vesael  Adri- 
I      ana,  impiiMoue«l  at  La  Paz  tor  smuggling:  Preai* 
dentot  Mexioo  refuses  to  pardou  Captain  C*- 
j      leb  or  oommiite  hts  sentence;  note  rn>m  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  A  ffidrs  and  report  of  Minister  of 
I     Justioe  inolosed. 

Digitized  by  XJJKJKJ^I^ 


LIST    OF    PAPERS. 


LOT 


MEXICO— Continued. 


So.  From  and  to  whom.  Date. 

i.         .       1 

I  I 

'      1884.     • 
SS2  ,  Same  to  same  (No.  H20) !  Juue    2  | 


Subject.  jPaice^ 


I  i  Mr.  Frellnphnvften   to  Mr.  j  June  23 
Mortirnn  (No.59j}. 


tH    Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Prelinx-     June  26 
bayseo  (Xo.833). 


2S5  ,  Same  to  «)ame  (No.  843) '  July 


Kt    Mr.  FrelinffhnvH*»n   to  Mr.     July    7 
Morgau  (Xu.'603).  | 

B7     Same  tn  same  {So.  609) •  July  11 


»8  ;  Mr.  Da  via  to  Mr.  Morgan  !  Aug.    8  ' 


2N  '  Mr.  Monnin  to  Mr.  FreUofr*  I  Auk.  12 
hnyaen  (No.  880).  ' 

t 


Mr.  II.  H.  Mor^fln  to  Mr.  j   Sept   4 
Frelinxhuyaen  (No.  896). 


J81     Mr.   Frelfnchnynen  to  Mr.     Oct,   16.  | 
I     H.  H.  Morgan  (No.  672.)    { 


Imprisonment  at  Minatitlan,  without  trial,  of  H.  C.  8*6 
Wiilkeronafalsf^acciiRMtlonof  stenlinjE  lumber: 
minihtt'r  fur  foreiprn  affUirH  holiln  that  as  he  has 
not  b*'en  matiiculatiMl  at  foreitm  office  as  an 
Amt«tif.an  <-itir»'n.  intervention  ofleerationln  bis 
bnliHlf  will  tiotlM^aduiitteil;  the  nntenable  noal- 
tiiM)  thnuuht  to  have  been  abandoneil  by  Mex- 
ico; it  will  be  dlsreganlwl ;  no  information  as 
t4»  8tatUR  of  caae ;  corresp^mdence  with  minister 
for  foifijjn  affrtirs  and  with  H.  C.  Walker  in- 

clOMI'd. 

ImpriHonment  of  H.  C.  Wnlker  at  Minatitlan :  In-  36> 
Htrui'tH  Mr.  Morgan  to  dirtregard  the  contention, 
that  diplomntic  intervention  \n  barred  because  [ 
Mr.  Walker  is  not  matriculated  at  foreiien  office ; 
United  States  deolines  to  recognise  this  preten- 
tion :  international  right  of  a  government  to 
{>rotect  its  citizens  abroad  cannot  be  abridged 
ly  a  muniripal  statute. 

Cla'itM  v».  Mexico  of  owners  of  American  schooner  87^ 
DaNli^ht:  Ml.  Morgan  protests  against  the 
pohitiun  of  Mexico  that  the  claimants  should 
^I'k  rfdresR  thronsih  the  department  of  war 
and  marhit^  and  the  courts;  Mexico  held  re- 
spoiisiblp.  and  a  speedy  settlement  expected. 

Pjndon  of  Captain  Cabb.  imprisoned  at  La  Pae         871- 
for  smugizling:  (Captain  Calrb  has  escapeil  from 
].a  l*az  ami  has  ir'ue  to  San  Franclso;  letters 
from  couMiiIrt  at  La  Paz  and  Mazatlm. 

IinpriHo:  int-iit  of  H.  C.  Walker  at  Minatitlan:  In-         872" 
Mtiu.tMl  tot<xt*iid  to  bini  every  attention  con- 
ni-ti'iii  with  juHtiroand  bis  Aiiiericjin  cillzen- 
Hliip:  b'ttvr  ^loiii  J.  W.  Coatfs,  jr..  in(>Iosf>d 

IbIiiimIh  in  Uio  Gran<lc  flaiuir<l  by  iIe\i<'o  :  Exam-  87* 
iimtion  of  n  port  of  original  am  \ey  proves  Mor- 
t«Mi?oH  IhIiumI  to  brloiig  to  Unite*!'  Slates;  Sab- 
initoM  is  Mexican  territory  ;  question  arose  from 
contusion  a>* to  poHition  of  the*  island  ;  instructed 
U*  c-onfcr  with  minlHter  for  foreign  affikirs  and 
ask  wiilidrnwalof  Mexican  cbiim  to  Jurisdiction 
over  Morteiitoi  Island  ;  pmposed  convent  ion  to 
settle  ownership  of  Islands  in  Rio  Grande  will 
be  considered  when  preneut  dispute  Is  adjusted. 

Islands  in    Kio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico:  In- i      875* 
cb>seH  note  from  Mexican  minister  of  June  12, 
stating  Mexico's  rivEht  to  Morteritoe  Island,  ; 
and  transmitting  documents  in  proof.  • 

Islands  in  Rio  Grande  claimeil  by  Mexico :  Inter- 1  87^ 
view  with  minister  for  foreien  aflEairs;  position  j 
of  United  States  stated ;  Mexico  requested  to  ! 
cease  claim  to  Jurisiliotionover  island  of  Morte- ! 
ri^>s :  ciuivention  to  determine  like  dispntea  in  i 
future  will  be  oousidered  :  a  reply  promised  as  { 
to  Morieritos. 

Imprisonment  of  H.  C.  Walker  at  Minatitlan  on        37T 
cnxrge  of  stealing  lumber:  Mexico  again  denfes 
rijrht  of  diplomatic  intervention,  owing  to  Mr.  | 
Walker's  not  beine  matriculateil  as  a  Vnit«*d  ! 
Stales  citizen  ;  correspondenc^e  with  consular  j 
agent  at  Oatzacoalcos  and  minister    for  for- 
eign aff-iifs  inclosed. 

IslandH  in  Rio  (iraude  claimed  by  Mexico:  Incloses         879 
note  fr<»ui  Mexican  minister  renouncing  Mexi- 
co's claim  to  Island  of  Murteritos ;  gratification. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  MEXICO  AT  WASHINGTON. 


I  Mr.  RomerotoMr.  Freling- 
ha^seo. 


1884. 
May  24. 


SO  1  Same  to  same '  June  2. 


Islands  in  Rio  Gmnde  clnimert  by  Mexico:  It  Is 
leporied  that  United  .States  tioops  have  been 
onleieil  t.»  ta  ke  possession  of  isliuids  «»f  Morterl- 
tos  and  Su'iiuoM;  Ht-tes  they  have  alwaj'S  be- 
longed to  Mexieo ;  request  that  ftatu  tmo  be 
niatiitaini  d  until  an  agreement  is  reached. 

I8lan<<sin  Rio  Grande  claimed  bv  Mexico s  Islands 
of  Morteritos  and  SabinoH  Weie  on  rijrht  of 
channel  when  dividing  line  between  United 
State«  and  M«'xico  was  laid  down  and  belonged 
to  Mexico;  although  now  on  left  >-ank,  owin;; 
to  change  in  channel,  they  are  still  held  to  bo 
Mexican  territory. 


880 


88fr 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  MBXICO-Continiied. 


No. 


265 


From  aod  to  whom. 


Same  to  same. 


Date. 


i     18»*-      , 
.  I  June  12  I 


Snl^ect. 


PiMCA. 


266 

267 

268i 
-I 
270 

271 


Mr.  Frelinfi;hny8en  to  Mr. 
Romero. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Freling- 
bayseo. 


Mr.  Frelinghuyseo  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Mr.    Cayefano   Romero  to 
Mr.  Frelingbnysen. 


Mr.  FreliDghayeen  to  Mr. 
Cayetano  Romero. 


Mr.  Cayetano  Romero  to 
Mr.  Freliogliuysen. 


July  10 


Oct 


Oct.    16 


Nov.  21 


Dec 


Dec. 


lalanda  in  Rio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico:  Mor- 
teritos  was  on  right  bank  at  time  of  boundary 
treaty,  Mid  was  held  to  be  Mexican  territory ; 
BubReqaently,  owing  to  freshets,  it  became 
united  to  a  neighbonng  island;  Ameiican  and 
Mexican  owners  made  agreement  whereby 
Mexicans  held  possession  of  whole  islanai 
Mexican  owners  finally  driven  oat.  owing  to 
decree  of  an  American  court,  holding  that  the 
islands  belunged  to  Americans  by  accretion,  in- 
closes documents  in  support  of  Mexican  claim 
to  ownership;  asks  tliat  Mexican  authorities 
on  island  be  not  obstmcted. 

Islands  in  Rio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico :  Re- 
views and  refatt^  Mexico's  position  ;  investi- 
gation of  the  original  boundary  survey  shows 
thst  Morteritos  Island  belongs  to  the  United 
States. 

Islands  in  Rio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico :  Mex- 
ico will  not  insist  upon  its  right  over  Morteri- 
tos, supposing  it  to  be  one  of  islands  which  be- 
longed to  United  States  by  original  snrve;^ ; 
gratification  at  accord  on  the  principle  in- 
volved. 

Islands  in  Rio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico :  Grat- 
ification at  renunciation  of  Mexico's  claim  to 
Morteritos. 

Islands  in  Rio  Grande  claimed  by  Mexico :  States 
that  claim  was  not  renounced  to  "  certain 
irilandfi,"  as  phrased  in  Department's  note  of 
Octol>er  16,  but  to  Morteritos  Island. 

Islands  in  Kio  Grande  claimed  bv  Mexico :  •  Ex- 

Slains  that  phrase  "  certain  island:*  "  used  by 
•enartraent  w.is  not  intended  to  prejudice  any 
claim  Mexico  may  have  to  jurisdiction,  but 
i-efcrred  to  Morteritos  ;  island  of  Sabioos  held 
to  belong  to  Mexico;  boundary  treaty  of  Novem- 
ber 12,  1880,  will,  when  ratified,  afford  basis  for 
setthuieut  of  other  disputed  i>oints. 
Islands  in  Rio  (irancie  claimed  by  Mexico:  Ex- 
nn'sses  satisfaction  at  explanation  of  phrase 
'•  certain  iHlamis  "  used  by  Department  in  con- 
nection with  renunciation  by  Mexico  of  claim 
to  MorteriUis  Island;  Sabinitos  Island  im- 
properly call€>d  Sabinos  by  Department. 


307 
897 
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-PERSIA. 


272  j 


273 


274 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Fre- 
lingbnysen (No.  57). 


1884. 
Feb.    15 


Same  to  same  (No.  73) June  25 


Same  to  same  (No.  82) Ang.  19 


Outrages  perpetrated  upon  American  missiona-  I 
ries  at  Ilaraadau  by  local  authorities:  Fines  i 
are  imposed  upon  them  and  on  persons  selling  I 
to  iheni,  &c. ;  dragoman  of  legation  *  visits  j 
Haniadan  and  procures  redress ;  letter  of  mis- 
sionary, complaining  of  treatment  by  authori-  I 
ties,  inclosed. 

Assault  upon  the  minister's  carriage  on  the  pnb-  i 
lie  TosUi  by  the  body-guard  of  the  Shah's  harem:  ' 
Ftireign  liiiniRterH  alone  aiH*  allowed  to  pass  the  j 
ban  m  on  the  road ;  an  apology  is  made  and  the 
flssnilants  puninhed. 

Mi.Hsionary  ditbcnlties  at  Hamadan :  American 
missionaiies,  who  had  come  into  pof  session  of 
an  American  church  as  security  for  a  debt,  are 
ousted,  and  payment  of  the  debt  refused; 
schoids  also  closed;  dragoman  oflegation,  by  per- 
sonal visit,  obtains  temporary  fair  treatment;  on 
renewal  of  outrages  on  appeal  to  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  a  commissioner  is  sent  to 
Hamadan.  who  orders  payment  of  the  debt  and 
opening  of  the  schools  by  the  local  authorities. 


809 


400 


402 
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From  and  to  wbom. 


T(    Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hayseii  (No.  51). 


Dftte. 


1864. 
Jan.     9 


Sabject. 


Pftgew 


m 


Bttne  to  NHmf*  (No.  53) Jiu.   23 


177  I  Same  to  sanin  (No.  65) j  Jan.  28 

I 


S78  '  Saiiifttf>  Mun^  (No.  58) {  Feb.   11 


278  t  Sane  to  »ami«  (No.  61) Feb.    13 


I  !  Sametoftame  (No.  68)  Mar.    5 


m     Same  to  H»ine  (No.  71) Mar.  10 


to  name  (No.  77) Mar.  26 


to  Mune  (^o.  78) '  Apr.    2 


407 


Political  aitaation:  Caceres  maiotaiiia  his  poai-  '      408 
tioD ;  raiay  season  will  make  him  secure  from  I 
attack ;  I^Iesiaa's  authority  extends  only  over  | 

Slaoes  held   by   Chilian  troops;    election  for  * 
epatiea  to  bo  held  Jrtnuary  13;  civil  party 
keeping  aloof;  a  few  of  them  would  strengthen 
the  Government;  Chilians  hold  Lima,  and  other 
placed  are  at  war  with  Caceres  in  spite  of  deo- 
laratiun  of  peace;  many  debts  of  Government 
unpaid ;  delegates  will  he  mostly  Iglesias's  fol- 
lowers. 
Political  situation  :  Question  of  recognition  of  the 
IgleHias  Government  ;  reports  interview  with 
iKleaias  minister  for  foreign  affairs  ;  he  desires 
recognition  by  U  uited  States ;  states  that  Great  | 
Bi  itain  and  other  European  nations  have  ex- 

Sretwed  intention  to  recojfuize,  and  that  United 
tatea  should  naturally  take  action  before  them  : 
Mr.  Phelps  rrplies  that  conditions  prescribea 
in  President's  messtage  of  popular  ajlnerenoe  to 
the  Government  do  not  get  exiat ;  Iglesias  is  sup- 
portt^l  by  Chilian  troops. 

Political  situation :  Reply  of  Qeneral  Caoerea  to 
General  Iglesias's  appeal  to  him  tOHubmit  to  his 
Government ;  he  refiisoA  unless  terms  of  treaty 
with  Chili  coincide  with  his  ideas  of  national 
honor ;  no  saggestion  of  means  of  resistance 
to  Chilian  demnnds ;  General  Caceres  has  been 
erect4>d  into  a  sort  of  national  hero ;  his  un- 
opponed  entry  into  Lima  was  possible  on  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Chilians. 

Railroails  and  rolling-stock  belonging  to  Amer- 
icans in  Peru:  Seizures  and  arl>itrary  action  of 
Peruvi/in  Government  in  regard  to  Oroya  and 
Chaneay  roadn;  Mr.  Phelps,  by  personal  repre- 
sentation, secured  rescinding  of  decrees  of  seis« 
ure  and  iniposiug  fines:  seizure  of  railroad 
and  pier  at  Salaverry  and  TrHjiilo  detailed  ;  it 
Ih  unjust  as  conditions  have  been  complied  with; 
Ainerioans  have  large  ruilroad  interests  in 
iVru. 

Political  situation:  ('accres's  commander  takes  418 
Truiillo  and  Salaveiry, defeating  General  Igle- 
sian  8  troops,  which  goover  to  enemy;  rumor  that 
Chilian  troops  are  to  march  against  Colonel 
Puga  and  General  C^noeres :  elections  for 
National  Assembly  without  significance,  the 
i>eople  holding  aloof ;  the  undertaking  by  Chil- 
ians to  put  down  enemioH  of  (jeneral  Igl'esiaa'a 
Government  would  be  a  confession  of  absence  , 
of  Peruvian  support. 

Political:  Eleetiou  of  General  Iglesias  as  Provis-  '    418 
iouitl  President  by  National  Assembly,  and  re-  i 
tf'nt  ion  of  bis  cabinet ;   answer  to  Joint  protest 
aesinst    debt   articles   of  peace    treaty    with 
(J  bill  not  satisfactory ;  General  Pierola  to  ar- 
4^ive  on  Htii  instant;  Assembly  declare<l   con- 
stitution of  1860  provisionally  in  force,  except-  ; 
ing    certain   provisions  ;    this  removes   some  ' 
emborras.Hments  of  (Jencral  Ijflesias's  election. 

Det»t    provisions    of   peace    treaty   with   Chili:       418 
Pmtvst  of  the  powers  interested,  declaring  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  null  as  affecting  their  cltl- 
iz^ns;  note  from    Vronch  minister  and  reply 
of  minister  lor  foreign  affairs,  refusing  to 
»*ent  to  the  position,  inclosed. 

Railroads  belonging  to  Americans  in  Pern:  Bill  418 
introduceil  in  Assembly  declaring  contract  for 
couHtruction  of  Oroya  Kailroad  lorfeiied  ;  the 
contract  has  been  noveral  times  recogniz4^  and 
has  l>een  complied  wilh  ;  instructions  requested 
in  event  of  forcible  seizure  whore  coutracts  are 
unonestionably  valid.  | 

Political  situation  :   Larger  part  of  Peru  in  con-  i      418 
trol  of  Caceres  and  bands  of  Montoneros ;  As- 
sembly adioumed  to  meet  in  March,  1885;  it  ' 
confeiTe<I  uictatorialpowerson  General  IglcHlaa  . 
and  continued  its  own  existence ;  General  Igle-  t 
siftM  promis4'S  t6  regard  personal  security  of  ctU- 
Eons :  incloses  Joint  note  of  powers  protesting  i 
against  del)t  provisions  of  peace  treaty  and 
Peru's  reply.  , 
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ITo.  I         From  and  to  whom. 


Dat«. 


Suljeot. 


M4     Same  to  same  4N0.  81) 


285  1  Same  to  ouuiu  (No.  83)  . 


1884. 
Apr.    2 


I  Same  to  same  { No.  86) 


387     Mr.  FrelitighuyAen  to  Mr. 
I      Phelprt(No   44.) 


288     Mr.  PhelpH  to  Mr.  Freling- 
I     hnyaen. 


289 


2M 


201 


Mr.  Gibb«  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huyHeu  (No.  ©4.) 


Same  to  same  (No.  05)  , 


Mr.  Frt^liuKbnysen  to  Mr. 
Gibba  (No.  1). 


292  i  Same  to  same  (No.  8>  . 


203     Samt)  to  name  (No.  4)  . 


'  2»4  I  Mr.  Gibba  to  Mr.  Freling- 
I      bnyaen  (No.  100). 


205     Same  to  Hame  (No.  117). 


290 


Mr.  PhelpA  (o  Mr.  Freling- 
huyaen  (No.  120). 


May 

7 

May 

T 

May 

10 

May 

19 

May 

10 

May 

£1 

Railro»clH  bolonfring  to  Americans  in  Pern :   Re- 
Ufwecl  Htt4  inpt  to  seize  TnOlllo  Railroad;  pro- 
I      tent  HsainHtou  (rround  thai  oourta  of  law  should 
flpHt  di-cide  qaetttioQ  of  failure  to  perform  con- 
I      tiact. 
Apr.    8  I  Bolivia  Hnd  Chili:  Rnptnre'of  peace  negotiations ; 
j      Bolivia  ptdt^stsaiTHinstcont limed  Chilian occu* 
,      pntinn  of  Mullendo-Pnno  Railroad :  rommen-iMl 
j      intercourHe  bj'thi«»  route  with  Bolivia  broken 
lip  by  Heiznre  of  stenmers  on  I^nlce  Titicaca  by 
Chili:  iiiimiMiiaie  wiihdiawal  of  Chilian  troops 
fiom  P»'ru  not  probable. 
April  11     Bolivia  and  Chill:  Tnice  signed;  Chili   recedes 
fron»  demapd  for  excIuHire  trade  of  Bolivia  with 
t      Pacific  through  Ariea,  and  right  to  construct 
j      railway  froiu  Antofagasta  to  interior  of  Bolivia; 
I      coniliinations  to  secure  snbroission  of  Caceres 
'  ;      fail,  owinir  to  further  Chilian  pretensions;  Ca- 
I      ceivH  furnished  with  funds  as  only  force  in  Pern 
topi-oiertt  against  further  snoliation  by  Chili. 
April 23  I  Kailioadrt  ownJHi   by    Americans  in    iVru:    In- 
I      HtnuM*^  to  protest  against  any  unlawful  seizure 
'  J      by  the  G»vemm»*nt,  and  to  state  that  United 

'      Statra  will  not  recognize  validity  of  any  act  in- 
I      terft-riing  with  vt-siwl  rights,  nnless  aifter  due 
process  of  law. 
April 20  I  Re<«icnitl.m  of  IjrlcRins  Government:   On  24th  in- 
I      staut  Mr  Phtlps  pn-sents  credentials;  German 
and   Salvadoriftu   niiiii-^ters  suh**i'quently   pre- 
'      s»M»t  thi'ir  credential.-* ;  Mr.  Gibbn,  minister  to 
Bolivia,  pn-setitt'd  ai*in  charge  of  legation  dur- 
ing Mr.  l*h«'li»s's  temporary  abstnc**. 
ReroLinition  t»riirb'KiaH Government:  Mr.  Phelps's 
rfqm-Ht  for  nudifUCHand  reply  of   mtnistt-r  fi»r 
f«»r«  i  II  atfaiiH.  and   Mr.  Phelps's  addre.Hs  and 
l'n-»id«*nf  Igh'siaw's  reply  inclo-e*!. 
Recognition  of  IgWias'  Kov.-rnn)«Mit:  France  and 
Aruentine  Republic  have  reeognize<l  the  Gov- 
eruuK  nr  ;  all  powtrrs  of  importance  have  now 
re<ogniwHl  it. 
Bolivia:   Instrufted  as  ministerto  Bolivia  to  omit 
no  disenet  «'flf"rt  to  secure  to  that  countrv  any 
Itenefits  that  may  flow  from  recognition  of  Gen- 
eral lalcMias'  government. 
Railroad  c<»utracts  belonging  to  Americans  de- 
clared forfeited  by  Peru  extrajudicially :  United 
States  will  not  reoognlxe  as  valid  decrees  inter- 
fering with  contract  rights  of  American  citixeos 
where  I'em  is  a  party. 
Claims  and  rights  of  United  States  citizens  vs. 
Pei  u  :    Neerotiatmu  for  settlement  of,  hoped  for 
now  that  General  Iglesias'  government  has  been 
recognized. 
Politiral  nitnation :   Decrees  issned  against  polit- 
ical opponents  of  the  Government  and  against 
theprtf^;  wretched  financial  condition  of  Gov- 
ernment; shifts  to  secure  revenue;  desertions 
^      of  Government  troops  frequent;  Cacores' forces 
I      occupy  many  places ;    gradual  withdrawal  of 
j      Chilian  tr«H>ps. 
Jnly    0  j  Political:    Decree  of  General  Tglesias  calling  for 
I      new  election  for  Pi*eaident,  Vice-Preshlent.  sen- 
'      atoi-H,  and  deputies  ;  this  action  caused  by  de- 
■      niHuds  of  General  Caceres  with  which  General 
I      lulesisH  thinks  it  prndent  to  comply  on  depai  t- 
nruof  Chiliiius;   corresponden«'e  held  between 
member  of  GenerHl  IglcMiss*  cabinet  and  Gen- 
eral Caceres:  the  latter  agrecH  to  lay  d*»wna<ms 
I      if  a  new  cabinet  shall  be  fomietl  whieh  shall 
I      choo.ne  a  new  Pi  evident;  evxcuation  by  Chll* 
i      iatis  to  be  complete*!  by  end  of  July. 
Aug.  20  I  Political  situation:    Lead^-ia  of  civil  party  ban* 
ish»Ml   from   Lima;   General   Caceres  occupies 
I      ui«wt  of  Peru  and  is  encsmpeil  within  8  miles  of 
Lima;    atta<-k  l<M>ked  for  d'ttly;    prt»position 
j      made  to  General  Caceres  to  name  prefects  of 
I      departments  to  be  app«dnted  by  General  Igle- 
\        •      shiM.  and    that  General    Iiclesias  shall  not  be 
I      camliilate  for  election  to  Presidency;  Caceres 
I      declining  th45  proposals  loses  him  arlherents  in 
Lima;  delay  of  attack  on  Lima  favorable  to 
Covemmeut, 
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From  and  to  whom. 


Sum  to  tame  <No.  132) . 


Date. 


1W4.     , 
Sept    2 


Bamo  to  same  (No.  1S6) i  Sept  10 


I 


Same  to  name  (No.  138) . . 
I 
100  I  Same  to  same  (No.  138)  . 

I 

Ml  I  Same  to  name  (No.  145).. 


1 


Same  to  same  (Na  148) 


Sept  17 

;  Sept  24 

i 
I 

I  Oct     1 
Oct      6 


Same  to  same  (No.  149) Oct     9 

I 
Same  to  same  (No.  154) i  Oot    22 


M6    Same  to  same  (No.  165) j  Oot     20 


MO;  Same  to  same  (No.  175) Nov.  17 


t07  I  Same  to  same  (No.  181) ,  Dec.     1 


Sabject  iPAg«- 


Political  sitnatloD :  Attack  of  Cienerftl  Cac<»ree  42t 
npoii  Lima  and  his  i^piil^e ;  detniUnl  aocoiint ; 
his  forces  (lisorcanised  ;  be  retreats  to  A  it>* 
qiiipa;  pfotincted  rivil  war  probable;  Geneial 
Fierola'8  iuAuenie  tboiifEbt  to  have  aided  Gen- 
eral I}:1esias:  fines  and  imprisonment  of  Ca- 
ceres'  a<lherent«  not  likely  lo  conduce  to  per- 
manent  government;  country  around  Lima 
ordt^rlv;  stajniation  everywhere. 

Political  situation:  Defeat  of  General  Caeeres  |      430 
basHtrHnKtbened  the  Government;  Government 
holds  lea  and  baa  closed  Mollendo  to  shippiug  ; 
ritfid  scnitiny  of  te1«'irrams  and  censorship  of 
press ;  troops  diapatehed  to  north.  < 

Political  situation  :  Cen  worship  of  press  prr' vents  i      430 
publication  of  military  movements;   Mullendo  I 
under  paper  blockade ;    Lima  quiet,  but  Indus-  , 
tries  prostrated. 

Political  situation :  General  Caeeres  has  issued  a        4S1 
proi'lamation  derUriojc  that  he  will   coutinue  , 
war  aeainst  General  Iglenias;  Lima  quiet,  but  | 
confidence  not  iocreasiuK- 

Political  situati<in:  Caeeres'  oflloer  at  TraJUlo  4tl 
niakini;  preparations  to  resist  an  attack  by 
Government  tr«)onH ;  the  inhabitants  asaiat  , 
liim.  feaiing  levyin^r  of  military  fines  by  Gov- 
erunient ;  flues  levied  by  Goveniment  troops 
at  lea;  General  Caserns  entUuHiasticiilly  re- 
coiveil  by  tioupn  at  Arrquip**. 

Murder  of  Owen  Youu;:,  «n  American,  bv  a  Pe-  .      433 
ruvtan  a<»ldi«'rn*»ar  P,ic.i«nia\o:    TbeAniorican  I 
flnjr  «aHflvin>r  from  his  hnu>*«'ia  tlie  time:  pun- 
iNliment  of  tlieniur<k'rrr«b-manibil  yleilei  immu 
(ourtul  at  PjicnHtnnyo.  nivinji  f.u-ts.  and  note  lo 
niininter  f<»r  fTeii'ii  aft'iiri*  iurbised. 

Political  situation:  New**  aoon  •  xpected  of  Gov-  ,      433 
emmeut's  attack  upon  Tri^illo;    new('aceriHt 
prefect,  popular  with  the  pcoi»le,  chosen;  ac- 
counts of  pillatre  from  all  quarters ;  LiuiH  quiet. 

Politictil  situation:  Tnviillo  captured  by  (lovern-         433^ 
mciit  tro«'ps;  tho  city  jfiven  up  to  pillage:  the 
Govemmeute\tendinu[  its  authority,  bnt  not  its 
popuhiriry:  heavy  military  fines  imposed:  ru- 
mored pe..cHoommiasion  sent  to  Geneial  Caeeres.  , 

Munler  of  Owen  Yonntc,  an  American,  by  a  Pe-        434 
ruviHD  soldier,  near  Pacasmavo:  minister  for  I 
foreif^n  afiatr^  promises  prompt  Invest  ideation;  I 
affidavits  of  witnesses  of  the  murder  inclosM. 

Murder  of  Owen  Tonng  by  a  Peruvian  siddier:  [      486 
No  apparent  effort  made  to  apprehend  the  mnr-  , 
derer,  who  isnowin  the  army  ;  note  to  minister  | 
fur  foreitcn  affairs  urKins  action  inclosed.  | 

Murder  of  Owen  Yonuj;  b v  a  Peruvian  soldier:  i      480 
Minister  for  forci^  afftnirs  states  that  investi* 
Kation  has  been  ordered ;  notes  inclosed.  i 
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no 
tu 


312 


Mr.  Franris  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen  (So.  103). 


1883.   : 

Dec.   22  I 


Same  to  same  (No.  105) j  Deo.   29 

I      1884. 
Same  to  same  (No.  107) [  Jan.     5 

Same  to  same  (No.  117)  ...     Mar.     6 

! 

Same  to  same  (No.  130) I  Apr.  29 


Railway  concession  granted  by  Portugal  to  Ed- 
ward McMurdo,  an  A  met  lean,  t<»  construct  rail- 
road from  I^ureuQO  Marquea,  Mozambique,  to 
Pi  eloria,  in  tbo  Trannvaal :  Teiiua  of  concession 
stat.d. 

Educ.ition  in  Portugal:  Keport  upon  its  system 
and  exi»enditureH ;  liijher  education  betier  pro- 
vided for  ih.m  (lemeutarv. 

Political:  King's  speech  at  opening  of  Cortes  in- 
cl"Rcd  :  deficit  m  tlie  Imilget  tobe  b  etl»y  a  loan. 

Finaiu'ial  condition  of  l*ortug.il:  St<<ti^4llcs  of  re- 
Ci-ipra  aiitl  expenditures  ;  pub  ic  d<'bt  equnl  per 
capita  to  that  ol  Great  Biitaiu;  Government 
cri'dit  goi»d. 

Coustiriitioual  reforms:  Proposition  to  remodel 
thn  HouKe  of  Peers  by  limiiing  its  menilters. 
two-tliinls  to  Im>  appointed  by  King,  oue-third 
elet'texl  by  people;  ner^lltary  principle  to  be 
alHdi.Hbeil;  suffrage  to  be  extended ;  next  Cortes 
will  take  action. 


437 


441 
443 
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Na 


From  and  to  whom. 


818  I  Same  to  same  (No.  143) 


Date. 


1884. 
Jane  20 


Bnbject 


Cable  oonoeeeion  granted  to  the  *' Amerioao,  Brit- 
ish, and  Continental  Cable  Company,  Limited," 
to  lay  cable  from  Portagal  to  the  Aeorea,  oon> 
nectme  with  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and 
United  Stat<«;  landing  in  American  territory 
would  violate  prinoip^  that  a  cable  monopoly 
in  not  allowed  in  United  States. 


PAge. 


I 


448 


RUSSIA. 


814 


Mr.  Wurts  to  Mr.  Proling- 
haysen  (NTo.  124.) 


81S  ,  Same  to  same  (No.  127) 


1884. 
May  12 


May  22 


818 


Mr.  Frelinghuysen  te  Mr. 
Wurte  (No.  103). 


June  20 


Loan  of  £1.%000,000  at  5  per  cent. :  Ite  popnlarity 
exc(«e<lodpablicexpeotaiion8;  principally  taken  i 
in  Germany  and  Holland ;  France  took  little, 
Engliind  none;  it«  object  railway  bailding  in  , 
Siberia;  confldeuee  in  Knesian  finance  realored.  > 

Railroad  employes  in  Russia  ordered  to  become 
RusHian  citizens  or  leave  tbe  service  and  lose  I 
right  to  pension :  British  and  German  ambassa-  ' 
do!«  have  been  unable  to  mitigate  order,  it  be-  ; 
ing  a  domestic  regulation;  several  Americans 
have  asked  if,  after  becoming  Russian  subjects, 
tboy  oould  be  naturalized  in  United  States  sub- 
sequentlv;  Mr.  Wurts  declines  to  give  advice. 

Naturalisation  in  United  States  or  citizens  of  , 
other  countries  who  had  formerly  been  Ameri-  i 
can  citizens  permissible  :  United  States  reoog-  * 
nizes  right  of  expatriation  inherent  in  Individ*  j 
ual;  he  can  thereafter  acquire  American  citi* 
zen^hip  in  same  manner  as  any  other  alien.         I 


451 


SIAM. 


817  '  Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Fre- 
[      linghuysen  (No.  71). 


1888. 
Dec.   11 


818     Same  to  same  (No.  74). 


I      1B84. 
.1  Jan.     8 


I 


Embassy  (Siamese)  en  routs  for  United  States 
incloses  correspondence  with  the  foreign  office   i 
on  the  suliiject.  • 

Visit  to  Chantabun,  an  important  Siamese  port  on 
I  Gull  of  Siam  ;  description  of  the  country  and  | 

j  I      its  products ;  French  influence  seeking  to  es-  j 

tabiinh  a  line  of  steamships  Arom  BangKok  via 
Chantabuu  to  Saigon.  I 

810  I  Same  to  same  (No.  84)^ i  Feb.  23     Mission  schools  and  hospitals  at  Lakon  :  Per-  j 

mission  requested  for  Presbyterian  mission  at  ; 
Cheni:  Mai  to  establish  a  station  there  to  teach  i 
Christianity,  with  safe  conduct  and  protection  I 
to  rnissiunarios  ;  correspondence  inclosed. 

820  I  Same  to  same  (No.  PI) >  Apr.    9  '  Misnionary  schools  and  hospitals  at  Lakon :  King  I 

!      promises  that  commissioner  at. Lakon  shall  be  ' 
inHtruc^■d  to  obtain  the  desired  protection  ;  ' 
state  scholars  are  to  be  sent  to  America  to  be  I 
t      educated.  I 

Apr.  29  I  Embassy  (SianieRo)  to  Unite<l  States :  The  Presi-  > 
1      dent  lia«  directed  all  Departments  of  Govern- 
ment to  extend  all  possible  courtesy  to  thft  vis-  ! 
iting  embassy. 
May  31     EmbnsHy  (Siamese)  to  United  States:  Reception  ' 
byPienident;  courtesies  extended  to  embassy 
durinc  Hn  sojourn  in  United  States.  | 

June  14     Vla<livo«tock.  Siboda:  Description  of  the  place,   , 
its  people,  their  vocations,  &.c. ;  does  not  reoom-  ' 
;      mend  Americans  to  locate  there.  I 

Jnly  16  j  EmbaMsy  (Siamese) :  Appreciation  expressed  bj'  I 
I      them  for  their  cordial  reception  in  the  United 
States ;  incloses  letter  of  Siamese  minister  at  I 


821 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Halder- 
man (No.  45). 


822  j  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr. 
I      Halcloiman  (No.  47). 

823  I  Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Fre 
linghuysen  (No.  99). 


824 


836 


Same  to  same  (No.  103). 


Same  to  same  (No.  109) . 


Washiogton. 
Aug.    1    Present  from  the  Ri^jah  of  Tnluban  to  the  Gov- 

I  emmen  t  of  the  United  States  of  a  gold-mounted 
kris  and  two  gold-mounted  spears,  of  Malay 

I  n^uufmctnre;  the  Ridah  formerly  the  recip- 
ient of  a  gold  medal  and  rifle  fram  United  States 
in  recognition  of  his  aid  to  shipwrecked  Amer- 
icans. 
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M  I  Stmetoaame  (No.  110). 


|P*g«. 


tt7  '  Same  to  aame(  No.  114)  :....!  Sept.   3 


128  '  Mr.  Darifl  to  Mr.  Halderman  , 
,     (No.  57). 


19    Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Fre- ,  Sept.  15 

'     lisKbuysen  (No.  118). 


no    Mr.  FrelinghavKon  to  Mr.  i  Sept.  30 
Halderraan  (lio.  (J2). 


131    Same  to  »ame  (No.  <») {Oct.    24 


Subject. 


PreaentafyomBi^Jab  of  Tnlnban  to  United  States:  i     4N 
Kris  and  apeam  presented  bare  been  shipped 
to  America;   letter   fh>m  Mr.  Halderman  to 
President  inclosed. 

Presentation  by  Siam  to  United  States  of  lega- 
tion premises  at  Banskok  ;  description  of  prem-  j 
ises  given ;   appreciat  ion  has  been  expressed  i 
I      to  KiiiK;  incloses  note  of  King's  secretary  mak. 
'      ins  the  presentation. 
Sept  1]  I  Embassy  (Siamese)  to  United  SUtes:  Gratifies- ,      4^1 
cation  at  appreciation  by  embassy  of  their  treat- 1 
rat-nt  in  America;  United  States  always  glad  to 
teslify  good  will  to  governments  desiring  to  be- 
come acqnairited  with  tliis  coantrv. 

MisHion  schools  and  hospitals  at  Lakon :  Royal       491 
edict  promised  by  King,  granting  protection  to  | 
miHsionaries«  has  not  yet  been  Issued  ;  mission- 
ary riuhts  sboahl  be  protected  by  treaty ;  in- 1 
closes  correspondence  with  King's  secretary.      | 

PreaciitH  from  the  Rajah  of  Tuluban  to  United  {      46S 
States  of  gold-niounte<l  kris  and  spears:  Presi- 
dent gratified  at  evidence  of  frienoliness  on  the  { 
part  of  Rsilah. 

Pres^^ntatiou  by  Siam  of  lesation  premises  in  Bang        49S 
j      kok  to  United  States :  Expresses  gratification  of  I 
I      President  at  generous  action  of  KLing. 


I 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  STAM  AT  WASHINGTON. 


,  1883. 

Bt ,  The  King  to  thePreaident..!  July  16  I 

j  .       I     1881. 

B3  I  Prtnee  Krom  Man  Nares  to  |  May     6 
the  President. 


The    President    to    Prince  , 
Krom  Man  Nares. 


May     6 


Credentials  of  Prince  Krom  Man  Nares  as  Siamese 
minister  to  United  States. 

Speech  of  Prince  Krom  Man  Nares  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  presentation  of  credentials  as  minis- 
ter of  Siam. 

Credentials  of  Prince  Nares :  Reply  of  President 
to  Prince  Nares'  address  at  his  presentation. 


463 


464 


461 


SPAIN. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Freling- 
'     buysen  (No.  121). 


I 


IN  '  game  to  same  (No.  126) {Dec.  20 

i 


tt7  ,  Same  to  same  (No.  128) 


Same  to  same  (No.  131) Dec.  27 


^    bane  to  same  (No.  132) 


1883.      { 
Dec.  15  )  Slavery  in  Cuba  :   Meeting  of  Spanish  Abolition        466 
S'»clety ;    law  of    1880,  providing  for  gradual 
manumission  of  slaves  and  their  better  protec- 
tion not   carried  out;   unconditional  alnilition  , 
aimed  at;  lair  prospect  of  success;  financial 
condition  of  Cuba  and  Spain  would  not  permit 
of  roone^-    compensation ;    concessions    to  be 
made  by  removing  commercial  burdens  of  Cuba; 
slaves  have  ceased  to  be  valuable  to  their  own-  ' 
ers.  I 

CitizenHbip  status  of  Peter  Lucas,  born  in  Spain        407 
before  his  father's  naturalization:    His  father 
served  over  twenty -one  years  in  the  United 
States  Army,  and  afterwards  became  natural-  i 
lze«l ;  the  boy  has  never  been  out  of  Spain ;     y 
asks  if  he  is  entitled  to  a  passport  at  his  ma- 
jority. 

(battle  tax  collecteil  by  Spanish  consul  at  Key  1      468 
West,  on  shipments  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Itieo. 
Ih  informed  that  Spain  will  return  amonnt  ex-  [ 
acttnl.  t 

Discriminating  duties:  Revocation  of  fifth  arti-        468 
ele  of  roj-al  decree  of  March  12,  1867  ;  merchan- 
dise imported  from  United  States  into  Cuba 
nnder  Spanish  flag,  will  pay  same  duties  as  same 
character  of  merchandise  imported  under  other 
foi  elgn  flags ;   incloses  royal  decree  ;  minister  ' 
of  st^ite  promirtes  Speedy  ad.iuatment  of  com- 
mercial relations  with  United  States. 
Dec.  29     Slavery  in  Cuba:  Othcial  report  shows  that  there  ,      470 
I      are  now  99.566  slaves  in  Cuba  as  asrainst  385,356 
in  1868.  before  enactment  of  the  Moret  emanci- 
pation law. 


.1  Deo.   22  I 
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From  and  to  whom. 


MO     Same  to  aame  (No.  134) 


Date. 


1884.     I 
Jau.     3 


•il     Same  to  same  (No.  135) i  Jau.     4 


Same  to  same  (No.  142) 


I  Jan.   15 


MS 


M4 


Same  to  stime  (No.  155) . 


Jan.  23 


Mr.  Frelinghuvwn    to  Mr. 
Foster  (No.  l"2fl). 


Jan.   31 


M5     Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Freling- 
I      hnystsn  (No.  16H). 


Feb.  14 


M8 
M7 


M8 


t 


Same  to  same  (No.  170)  . 
Same  to  itame  (No.  184) . 


Mr.  Frellnghuvwn  to  Mr, 
Foaler  (No.  140). 


Same  to  same  ( No.  141) . 


Fob.   15 
Mar.    8 


Mar.  12 


Mar.  13 


Subject. 


Coniraerrinl  aprw^ment  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rioo : 
The  fiifi'^reulial  flag  duties  on  ^otidif  from 
United  Stati  h  to  Antillettto  be  abandoned  ;  re- 
8toi-Ht>on  of  tIie(Jubau  niark^'t  to  Florida  flnh- 
ernieii ;  fteitlenieut  ot  qiieMtion  of  consular  ton- 
wajie  frertcoileetedin  United  StHtes  ports;  re- 
moval by  Unit*  d  States  of  extra  10  per  cent,  ad 
Viiloieui  <lut.v  tin  car^^oes fi-oni  tlie  AntilleAunder 
Snjiiiit*h  Ahji,  intmirted  in  retaliation  of  Spanish 
ditfeieuliul  flag  auty ;  agreement  to  tjike  ettect. 
Miivcli  1  next. 

Coninieu-iail  ujrre€*nient  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico: 
Filtli  articltt  providcH  for  removal  of  all  dis- 
criniinatini;  or  extra  duties;  an irle  six  framed 
,to  nii'et  ditticulties  arising  from  export  tax  in 
'■Cuba  and  Porto  Kico,  to  correct  alleged  frauds 
on  Siianisb  treasury  by  exporters  of  sugar  and 
tobacco  :  United  States  collectors  of  customs  to 
futui.sh  Spanish  consuls  with  certificates  of 
cnriKN's  of  HUgur  and  tobacco  brought  from  the 
Antilles. 

ComnierciHl  agreement  for  Caba  and  Porto  Kico: 
Consular  t(Uina;ie  fees  wei-o  prescribed  by  a  law 
of  the  Coi  t4'H.  and  legislative  authority  required 
to  give  validity  tu  the  stipulation  of  arii<le3 
aboliHhing  thf'ni;  incloses  royal  decree  asking 
appiobatiou  of  Cortes;  snggests  President's 
piofliinnition  suspending  10  per  cent^  ad  valo- 
rem duties  be  delayed  until  measure  passes 
C»»itet«. 

CoiiHUliir  tarlft  of  Spain:  Spain  has  orHereil  re- 
turn of  CMttle  tax  le\  ied  bv  consul  at  Key  West 
iu  exeeMH  of  10  per  cent. ;  this  excels  l»-vied  by 
a  niiHtppiehensioii  of  regiil.itiuus;  tonnage  tax 
shonld  be  eutiiely  abolished;  cuusidi'ts  it  im- 
)M»liiic  to  press  for  abohliou  nuiil  couct*SHiou 
of  article  3  of  commercial  agreement  is  obtained 
fnmi  Cortes;  history  of  tonnage  tax;  corre- 
.Hoondence  with  minister  for  foreign  affairs  in- 
closed. 

Cumniercial  relations  with  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico: 
President's  proclamation  suspending  additional 
10  per  cent,  duty  on  products  fiom  the  Antilles 
brought  in  Sp.inish  vessels  will  be  prepared 
fur  signatuie;  the  present  re^rded  as  a  propi- 
tious time  tor  the  considention  of  a  conimer* 
cial  treaty  for  enlarging  West  Indian  trade ; 
COI  respondeuce  on  the  subject  has  been  sent  to 
Congress. 

Commercial  agreement  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico : 
New  agreement  entered  into  with  the  minister 
of  slate  in  which  articles  requiring  consent  of 
Cortes  are  omitted;  memorandum  filed  with 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  inclosed;  it  states 
that  omission  of  articles  5  and  8  of  the  former 
agreement  not  to  be  understood  as  disapproval 
of  negotiations  for  a  commercial  treaty  affect* 
iug  CMiba  and  Porto  Kico,  which  will  be  pro- 
cee<led  with. 

Commerei  il  agreement  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico : 
Koyal  decree  embodvingtext  of  new  agreement 
and  putting  it  in  force  published. 

Cuban  tariff:  Ineqnality  of,  as  compared  with 
duties  c<dlccte<l  iu  Spain;  dt-presMng  influence 
of  this  upon  t^ubau  industries;  article  on  eco- 
nomical condition  of  Cuba  by  .Senor  Purtuondo, 
Cuban  D.put>  iuCoites.  inclosed. 

PsH.Hpurt  legulations  in  Cuba:  Annoyance  in- 
tlicied  upon  Amencan  visitois  owing  to  failure 
thiough  iguoi-ance  to  provide  themselves  with 
pasHp<iitM  and  hindrances  iu  ohtduinglhe  nee- 
essury  vua;  iiiHtruc.ted  to  obtain  cessation  uf 
annoyances  and  injuiies  by  equit.iblt)  applica- 
tion of  the  Spanish  passport  regulations. 

Coiiiineical  agreement  for  (!uba  and  Poito  Rico: 
Tlie  new  Hgi«ement,  omitting  aittcle!«  5  and  8 
of  the  former,  apnrovHl;  tonnage  duties  in 
Cuba  and  i*orto  Rico  hiuher  than  those  iu 
United  Slates  ports;  omission  of  aitiole  5  not 
1o  be  constme<l  as  an  a«imissiou  that  an  equal- 
ization of  tailfls  of  United  States  and  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico  is  no  longer  desirable. 
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Ho. 


From  aod  to  whom. 


Date. 


1884. 


m    Suae  to  same  (No.  144) Mar.  17  { 


ISl  I  Same  to  aaroe  (No.  145) |  Mar.  21 


I  Mr.  Font er  to  Mr.  Frcling- 
hn^Mn  (No.  199). 


»4 


Ki 


156 


IS7 


158 


Same  to  same  (No.  200) . 
Same  to  same  (No.  201) . 


Mr  Reed  t   M  r.  Prelingbay- 
aen  {So.  2.7). 

Same  to  same  (No.  249) 


April  1 

Apri!  2 

April  4 

April  8 

April  16 

Mr.  Frellngbiiysen  to  Mr. 
Beed  (No.  163.) 


Same  to  same  (No.  165) . 
to  same  (Na  167) . 


I  April  17 

April  24 
Apr.  30 


16»    Mr.  Foattf>r  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hQjsen  (No.  233). 


Ssme  to  same  (No.  251) . 


to  same  (No.  264). 
Siae  ttt  same  (Na  273). 


July  28 

Aug.  23 

Sept  16 
Oct     8 


Snhject 


Discrimioatine  dntles :  Incloees  circolar  of  Treas< 
nry  deolarioff  ^nnpeDsion  of  diarrimination  do- 
tl<*8  on  importations  in  Spanish  vessels  from 
Cnbasml  Porto  Bico,  with  Prenidf nt's  proclaroa. 
fionortlrrinesurh  suspension  soloneasthe  prod- 
nets  of  United  States  are  likewise  exempt  from 
diseriminntinjE  duties. 

Conimerrial  a^rreement  for  Cnba  and  Porto  Rico : 
Misapprehenftion  of  Spaninh  conRnl  at  Balti- 
more in  reqnesthiff  of  wdlector  of  onstoros  pe- 
riodical c«'rtifioateR  of  cargoes  of  Aatear,  molHs. 
ses,  and  tobftcto  imported  at  Baltimore;  a^rree- 
ment  provides  for  Inforroalioo  in  answer  to 
specific  reqiiestM  only;  general  statements  can- 
not be  funiislied  :  Incloses  correspondence  with 
Tn^asiirv  Depart  men  t. 

Passport  reiiilalionM  in  Cuba:  Spain  has  been 
ankeil  to  execute  its  paospoit  rei;ulHtions  so  as 
to  relieve  United  States  cltJEens  visiting  the 
Uland  of  unnecessary  annoyance. 

Enibnrjroed  csmieH  in  Culm":  Minister  of  state 
state-*  delay  iu  Hetlllng  the  cluiins  necessary  ; 
incloses  note. 

Consiilnr  "TMriff  of  Sj>aln  :  Commissinn  has  been 
appointed  to  revise  it :  oppoitunitv  taken  to  pro- 
test againnt  tonnage  dnes  and  a^k  their  abroga- 
tlon:  other  represcntytives  will  send  siinilar 
notes  ;  incloses  exposition  of  ntlnistry  of  state, 
royal  d€»cree,  and  Mr.  Foster's  note. 

PasHport  regtilations  in  Cuba  :  Minister  of  state 
states  th«t  ci.niplrtints  of  United  States  have 
been  referred  to  minister  of  ultraraar. 

Customs  regulations  of  Spain:  Propttsed  reform 
ot ;  commission  now  engaged  on  their  revision  • 
new  regulations  will  take  eflfcct  by  roynl  de- 
cree and  not  require  appiMval  of  Cortes. 
"Bases  "agieed  noon  iuch»He<l ;  moiety  system 
of  flnes  wcoramended  to  be  aboliHhed. 

Commercial  agreement  for  ('uba  and  Porto  Rico : 
Request  of  Spanish  consul  at  Baltimore  for  lists 
of  all  vessels  arriving  from  Cuba  with  sugar, 
molasses,  and  tobacco ;  incloMos  note  to  Span- 
ish minister,  holding  that  general  lists  cannot 
be  r«  quired  under  agreement. 

Consular  Tariff  of  Spain :  Hopes  expressed  of 
their  al>oliHhment  by  action  of  tariff  revision 
commission:  InHtructed  to  manifest  interest  of 
United  States  in  subject  on  proper  occssion. 

Neutrality  :  Violation  of.  by  filibustering  expedi- 
tion agalnNtCubaof  Carios  Aguero;  Aguero  ar. 
rested  at  Key  West,  but  aHerwarda  diHchareed 
on  account  of  insufficient  proofs ;  afterwards 
learned  that  he  w«s  organizing  an  expe<Iition 
againstCuba;  details eIal>orateacti(»n  of  Dep^irt- 
ments  of  War,  Navy,  and  Justice  In  frustrating 
the  expedition;  war  vessels  Swatara  and  Van- 
dslia  oi  dered  to  Cuban  waters  to  Intercept  exoe- 
d  it  Ion.  '^ 

Cuba  and  Porto  Rico :  Law  passed  giving  power 
to  minJHtry  to  Inipmve  economical  and  commer- 
cial condition  of;  expens<'s  of  public  service  to 
be  re<laced;  burdens  on  Cnban  budget  to  be 
transfeired  to  that  of  Pminsula;  ie<liiction  of 
export  duty  on  sugar;  SoaniHh  tariff  to  encour- 
age Cuban  pro«i  nets;  railroad  cnnstmctiou  to  be 
encourage*! ;  mortgage  law  to  be  amended. 

CulMt:  ItK  tlepiesHed  condition;  inflation  of  cur- 
rency of  Spanish  Bwnk  of  Havana;  suspension 
of  redemption;  heavy  depreciut inn  in  values • 
advantage  taken  by  the  bank  to  bnv  in  lis  owii 
paper,  umkingan  albged  profit  of  $10.000  000- 
extracts  from  El  Imparuiul  on  coluuial  leforms 
Inohweil. 

Connu  la  r  tariff  of  Spain:  Cattle  tax  collected  by 
Sfianlsh  consul  at  Key  West;  inolosts  note  to 
miui>«tertorfoi«iguaffalrs.urginfirretumofs«me. 

CooHular  tariff  of  Sp.iin  :  Cattle  tax  o<>lle«  ted  by 
Spanish  cunmil  at  Key  West;  oilers  have  been 
sent  to  connnl  asking  Information,  with  a  view 
to  reluming  the  tax  to  persons  Interested ;  note 
of  minister  for  foreign  affmrs  inclosed. 
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394     Hr.  Volera  to  Mr.  Frelis<- 


huyMO. 


Date. 


1884. 
Mar.  17 


Subject. 


366  I  Mr.  Fn-liDghnvfieD    to  Mr.  I  Mm*.  21 

'      Valera.  \ 


866  I  Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinff-    Mar.  25 
haysen. 


397  I  Mr.  Freliiij;ba>neii  to  Mr.    Mar.  26 
Valera. 


368     Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling-    Mar.  27 
1      boyMD. 


360     Mr.   FreUnKhayAen  to  Mr.    Mar.  29 
Valera. 


370  '  Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling-    Apr.  10  | 
I      bay8«>ii. 


371     Mr.  FrelinghuyaeD  to  Mr,     Apr.  11 
I      Valera. 


I 


872  I  Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling-     Apr.  12 
I  Apr.  14 


373 
374 


hayaen. 
Same  to  same . 

Same  to  same . 


876  !  Mr.  FreUngbuyaen  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


876  i  Same  to  same. 


877  !  Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling- 
bayaen. 


878     Mr.  Freliugbaysen  to  Mr. 
Valtm. 


Apr.  14 
Apr.  15 

Apr.  16 
Apr.  18 

Apr.  18 


870  I  Same  to  same  Apr.  10 


Neutrality:  Violation ot, byCnban reTolntloniats  : 
at  Key  West ;  threats  of  attacking  Caba  and  i 
waging  war  by  aid  of  dynamite ;  sympathy  with 
revolutionists  expressed  by  people  and  officials  I 
at  Key  West;  invokes  aid  of  A  ttomey-GeneraL 

Commercial  agreement  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rloo:  | 
Request  of  Spanish  consul  at  Baltimore  of  col-  | 
lector  to  furnish  full  lists  of  cargoes  of  sugar, 

'    tobacco,  and  molasses  from  Cuba;  agreement  i 
did  not  contemplate  furnishing  general  lists,  • 
but  specific  information  where  needed ;  United  | 
States  cannot  undertake  to  give  general  infor- 
mation. 1 

Commercial  agreement  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico :  | 
Request  of  Spanish  consul  of  collector  at  Balti-  • 
more  to  furnish  full  lists  of  cargoes  of  sugar,  , 
tobacco,  and  molasses  from  Cuba;   excess  of 
zeal  on  part  of  Spanish  consul  will  be  prevented. ' 

Neutrality  of  United  States :  Violation  of,  at  Key 
West  through  collector  of  customs  Joining  in  1 
demonstration  hostile  to  Spain,  on  ocq^ion  of  | 
release  of  Cuban  filibuster  AgHero;  proper  de- 
partments have  been  advised. 

Neutrality  of  United  States :  Violation  of,  by  pro- 
jected expedition   by  Carlos  Aqfiero   against  ' 
Cuba  from  Key  West;  desires  it  may  be  pre-  ; 
vented. 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Viobtion  of,  by  ex-  i 
p^itinn  by  Carlos  Aquero  against  Cuba  from  ' 
Key  West;  Secretary  uf  Treasurv and  Attotney- 1 
General  will  investigate  and  taxe  proper  pre-  , 
ventive  measures.  \ 

Neutrality  of  United    States:    Violation  of,  by 
Cuban  refugees  at  Key  West ;   attempt  upon  i 
life  of  Spanish  consul  feared ;  desires  measures  j 
taken  for  l.iti  protection. 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  by  ! 
Cuban  refugees  at  Key  West;  threats  against  j 
life  of  Spanish  consul ;  agent  of  Department  of  ; 
Justice  will  investigate  and  take  measures  for  : 
his  protection  and  enforcement  of  neutrality  . 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  by  i 
Cuban  refugees  at  Key  Weet;  thanks  for  meas*  ' 
ures  taken  forprotection  of  Spanish  consul. 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  by  ' 
Cuban  refugees  at  Key  West;  reiterates  thanks  ! 
for  prompt  measures  to  protect  Spanish  consul. 

Neutralityof  United  States:  Violation  of,  through  ; 
atteropte  against  peace  of  Cuba;  Spanish  oonsal 
at  New  Orleans  repo:  ts  that  an  expedition  will  | 
soon  set  out  from  tne  Gulf.  ; 

Neutrality  of  United  States :  Violation  of.  by  Cu- 
ban refugees  at  Key  West;  one  Mayol,  stated  by 
governor-general  of  Cuba  to  be  intended  assas- 
sin of  Spanish  consul,  was  arrested  on  his  amval 
at  Kev  west  and  bound  over  for  one  month  to 
keep  the  peace,  pending  receipt  of  evidence. 

Neutrality  of  United  States :  Violation  of,  through 
departure  of  an  expedition  against  Cuba  from 
New  Orleans ;  investigation  will  be  made,  and, 
if  statements  veiifled,  expedition  will  be  pre- 
ventwl. 

Neutralityof  United  States:  VioUtionof,  through 
attempts  against  peace  of  Cuba:  states  that 
steamer  Crawford  has  been  purchased  by  fili- 
busters ;  asks  that  her  transfer  be  prevented, 
and  that  shipment  of  arms  and  explosivee  from 
New  York  and  Key  West  fur  use  of  expeditions 
against  Cuba  be  aUo  prevented. 

Neut  mlity  of  United  Sutes :  Violation  ot  through 
attempts  against  peace  of  Cuba;  laws  against 
shipment  of  daugeraus  explosives  not  coi>fiued 
to  any-one  nation ;  incloses  circular  of  At torney- 
Uenei-al,  under  which  specific  overt  acta  can  bo 
prevented ;  regret  if  Uuitetl  States  laws  are  not 
considered  adequate. 

Neutrality  ot  United  States:  Violation  of,  through 
attempts  agHinst  peace  «.f  Cuba;  compltfinta  of 
purchas<4  t>f  Crawiord  by  filibusters  and  ship- 
ment of  explosives  to  Cubareferred  to  At  ^mey- 
Ijeneral. 


SOS 
508 

504 

504 

504 
506 

506 

500 

500 
507 
607 

507 

508 
508 

509 

610 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OP  SPAIN— Contliined. 


ISa 


From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Snbjeot  IPage. 


880    Same  to  same. 


1884. 
Apr.  2S 


191  I  Same  to  same i  Apr.  24 


Ifi    Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hayoen. 


I  Mr.  FrelingliuyseD  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


3S4  I  Same  to  aame  . 


886    Same  to  same  . 


Apr.  30 

Apr.  80 
May     2 

May     2 


386    Same  to  aame '  May   10 


887  *  Same  to  same May  16 


Nentnility  of  United  States :  Violation  of,  tbrongh  ,      510 
fttt<>mpt«  agaluHt  peace  of  Onba ;  on  receipt  of 
specinoinrorniat  ion  Attorney-General  will  take  I 
measnres  to  Aiippress  mannfacture  of  explosives  ' 
for  Cuban  filibusters.  , 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  throagh  I      510 
attempts  against  peace  of  Cnba;  authorities  at  ! 
New  York,  Mobile,  Key  West^  and  New  Orleans  i 
instructed  to  check   nlibustering  operations; 
steamer  Crawford  withdrawn  from  sale  at  Mobile. 

Neutrality  of  United  Stales :  Violation  of.  through  ;      511 
expec'iitious  against  Cnba;  Spanish  consuls  at  ' 
14 ew  Orleans,  navannah,  and  Baltimore  report 
expeditious  fitting  out  at  those  places  against  | 
Cnba :  reqnests  investigation  and  action.  i 

Neutrality  of  United  States :  Violation  of,  through  ,      51 1 
expeditions  against  Cuba:  Secretanr  of  Treas-  t 
ury  and  Attorney-General  informea  of  alleged  I 
plots  at  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  and  Baltimore.  : 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  lhit>ngh        511 
ex]>editionB  against  Cul)a;  difficulty  in  investi- 
fation  of  alleged  plots  owing  to  inadequate  in- 
formation  and  lack  of  cooperation  of  Spanish 
consuls. 

Neutral  it  V  of  United  States:  VioUtionof,  through        512 
expedition  againt  Cuba:  schooner  Wiufleld  re- 
ports stolen;  found  adrift;  the  collectors  at 
New  Orleans,  Baltimore,  and  Savannah  ordered 
to  snslain  neutrality  laws. 

Neutralit V  of  United  States :  Viohition  of,  through        512 
attempts  against  Cuba;  special  agent  at  Key 
West  reports  that  Castro  left  for  neighboring 
key  with  a  few  men ;  revenue  cutter  Dix  sent 
to  intercept  him,  followed  by  naval  detachment. 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  at  Key  !      513 
"West;  Cubans  threaten  Spanish  consul  with 
mob  violence;    consul  declined   protection  in  i 
custom-house;    War   and    Navy  Departments  * 
will  employ  means  to  protect  him. 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  at  Key        518 
West ;  report  of  intended  mob  violence  against 
Spanish  consul  exageorated ;  consul  fears  as- 
sassination,  but  dtolines  a  guard;  minister's 
I      opinion  as  to  guard  desired. 

388    SametosAme May  17  '  Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of.  through        514 

;      attempts  against  Cuba;   district  attorney  at 
I      New  York  desiies  to  communicate  direct  with 
I      Spanish  consul-general  as  to  manufacture  ot 
dynamite  for  filibusters. 
May  10  '  Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of.  through  '      514 
atteippts  against  Cuba;  Spanish  consul  at  Key  i 
West  must  decide  for  himself  whether  a  euard 
'      Is  necessai7;  thinks  that  public  expression  of 
unfriendly  sentiments  towards  Spain  by  news-  i 
papers  and  speech  should  be  prevented. 
June    2    Neutrality  of  Unit«d  States:  Violation  of,  tbrongh        516 
attempts  against  Cuba;  naval  commander  at 
Key  west  ready  to  respond  to  call  of  Spanish 
consul ;  United  States  Executive  cannot  take  ! 
/  cognizanceof  threats,  which  are  subject  to  J udi-  ; 

cial  action  only.  J 

June  2  Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  through  519 
attemuts  against  Cuba;  Spanish  consul  at  Key  ' 
West  has  been  ordered  to  put  himself  under  pro-  , 
tection  of  United  States  authorities  in  case  of  i 
necessity ;  Cubans  in  Key  West  are  attempting  i 
to  make  Spanish  consul's  residence  there  intol- 
'      etable. 

Neutiality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  through 
attempts  against  Cuba;  no  efforts  will  be 
spared  to  mniotain  neutrality  laws. 

Neutrality  of  United  Staiten:  Violation  of,  through 
attempts  agaiuHt  Cuba;  infunnHtion  of  collec- 
tion of  arms,  munitions,  and  d>uaniite  near 
Savannah.  New  Orleans.  Mobile,  Florida  Keys, 
and  Turk'n  Inland  for  transportation  to  Cuba; 
asks  that  the  deposits  be  discovered. 


888 


Same  to  tame i  May  17 


Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnysen. 


381  i  Mr.  rrellnghnysen  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


Mr.  Valara  to  Mr.  Frelisg- 
,     hnysen. 


388 


Mr.  FrelfDghnysen  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


8W    Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnyaen. 


June  14 
July  12  ; 


516 
517 
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00KRE8P0NDBNCE  WITH  THB  LEGATION  OF  SPAIN— Continued. 


Va! 


From  and  to  whom. 


S95     Mr.  FrelinghnyseD  to  Mr. 
I      Yalera. 


896 


m 


898 


899 


400 


401 


402 


Same  to  same . 


Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huyfien. 


Mr.  Frelinghoysen  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


Mr.  Vtilera  to  Mr.  Frelioj:- 
huysen. 


Date. 


i     1884.     I 
July  14  ! 


I  July  14 

July  14 

I 

July  24 
July  31 


Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Hunter  . .    Oct.     7 


Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr. 
Valera. 


Oct.      9 


Same  to  game i  Oct.    29 


Subject  ^•g^ 


Nf  utrality  of  Uuited  States :  Violation  of,  through        61T 
attempts  ajiainst  Cnba;  rumors  ofdvpositsof 
arms,  for  trHDsportntion  to  Cuba,  near  Savan* 
nab,  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Florida  Keys.  I 
lackdcflniteDcsA;  Turk's  Islands  out  of  United.  , 
States  jurisdiction;  Uniteil  States  has  taken  alt 
proper  measures  to  prevent  violation  of  neutral- 1 
»ty. 

Neiit  rality  of  United  States :  Violation  ot  throuKh  '      51S 
attemptH  asainstCuba;  asks  if  it  ia  desired  tliat  < 
Uiiiie<l  States  steamer  Galena  remain  at  Key  ' 
We«t:  all  ronort^-d  quiet.  I 

Neutrality  of  United  States:  Violation  of,  through  i      Sit 
atti  tnpt8  n;;HinHt  Cuba;   has  no  olijectiouH  to  ', 
witlidrawal  of  United   Suites  steamer  Galena 
fn»m  Key  West;  thanks  for  suppression  of  till* 
buHtiMiutf  expeditions. 

Nrutrality  «>f  United  Sttites:  Violation  of.  throufrh         St9 
att»'ni|itM  iigninitCiib.i;  leport  of  dihtiict  attor- 
ney ut  Kf.v  We8t   in   re^.iiil  to  foift^iture  of 
srhoouiM. Shavers  an«l  eon  v  let  ion  of  Diaz,  lieriy, 
and  AlphoUAo.  4'ul»nn  tilibustei-s. 

Neiiirality  of  Unit<dSt.jte.s:  Violation  of,  thronch         5M 
aitfnipt.4    against    Cuba;     thanks    for   art  ion 
agaiuKt  sebooiier  Sluivers  ami  tilibusters  Diaz, 
Berry,  and  Alplionxo,  at  Key  West. 

Neuti-.iiily  of  DuiteiiStiitt^s:  Violation  of.  through  i  889 
attenipfji  against  Cuba;  infonnatiou  that  cer- 
tain Cuban  inHurf;ents  are  publicly  conspiiing 
in  X«*w  York  against  Cuba  «nd  intend  to  make 
a  manifei^tatifm  against  Spain  on  lUih  instant; 
asks  that  it  br  pn-venied. 

Keutralit.v  of  Uuited  States:  Violation  of,  through        621 
attempts  a}r>kin.st  Cuba;  manifestation  against 
Spain,  at  Ne^  York,  will  be  checked  if  it  should 
bt"  a  breach  of  tlie  peace. 

Neutraliiyof  Uuit«*dSt^ites:  Violation  of,  throuffh         631 
atieMiptsa<;aiustCuba;  district  attorn«^y  at  Key 
West  reports  no  attempts  to  violate  neutrality 
since  conviction  of  persons  assisting  the  AgiLeru 
expedition. 


SWEDEN   AND  NORWAY. 


403 


404 


1883. 
Nov.    8 


Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen  (No.  25). 


Same  to  same  (No.  29) Nov. 


405     S«ne  to  same  (No.  85) Deo.  20 


«M 


407 


Same  to  same  (No.  65)  . 


Same  to  same  (So.  72) . 


1884. 
May    8 


May  81 


Celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  victory  and 
deatbof  linstavus  Adolpbusat  Liitsen:  Display 
of  the  legati«>u  tl  ig;  its  appreciation. 

SteaiUship  eomnuuneation  (dir«ol)  between  Swe- 
den anil  Uuiteil  States:  New  line;  steamers  will 
sail  monthly  from  Gothenburg  to  New  York; 
large  trade  likely  in  wheat  and  pork  tVora  Amer- 
ica, and  iron  from  Sweden:  large  emigration 
from  Sweden;  importance  of  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Steantrthip  communicatiiin  between  Sweden  and 
United  States:  Steamers  of  Direct  Sweditih 
Steamship  Line  wilTsail  fi-om  Stockholm  to  New 
York  and  Bottton:  dt^ciiptiou  of  the  vesst'ls, 
wbicii  are  owned  in  Buicland;  corn,  flour,  agri- 
cultural maoliinerv,  and  fruits  can  be  advauia- 
geously  impoited  ^rom  United  Stales. 

Steamship  commnnication  («Urect)  bt^tween  United 
States  au<l  Swe^leu:  Leipzig,  the  pioneer  steam- 
ship of  ihe  new  line,  sailiHl  for  New  York  May 
1,  from  Gotlieubnrg. 

Ste4inii4hip  coinmuuiciition  (direct)  between  Swe- 
den aud  Uniteil  States:  Departure  of  pioneer 
vessel  of  "Direct  Swetiidh  Steamship  Line;** 
description  of  pa-tsengers  and  car^u ;  Ameiican 
meroiiants  Hhould  tiike  advantage  of  faciiitiea 
ottered  for  direct  trade. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


LIST   OF   PAPERS. 
SWITZERLAND. 


408     Mr.  Cramer  to  Mr.  Freling- 
bayttcji  <j^o.  126). 


4M    Sftme  to  same  (No.  137) . 


410    Same  to  same  (So.  139). 


411     Mr.  Frelinghaysen  to  Mr. 
Cramer  (Na95). 


1884. 
Mar.  25 


April  18 


April  22 


July    8 


Sabjeot. 


Expulsion  of  anarobists  from  Switzerland :  Three 
Germans  and  a  Bohemian  expelled  for  plotting 
against  the  pnblic  safety  of  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria. 

Patrimonies  and  -legacies  left  in  Switzerland  to 
American  citizens  of  Swiss  birth:  Nnmeroas 
requests  for  good  ofHces  of  the  legation ;  lega- 
tion  decUnes  to  act  officially,  bnt  Tioe-oonsol* 
fftineral  has  attended  to  snoh  matters:  unless 
Swiss  law  of  expatriation  is  complied  with  local 
authorities  not  willing  to  surrenaer  property  or 
legacies ;  suggests  ttukt  requirements  of  Swiss 
law  be  made  public  in  Unitod  States. 

Constitutional  provieion  in  Switzerland  by  which 
the  people  can  vote  directly  upon  laws  passed 
bj  the  Assembly  if  80,000  i>er9ons  demand  it; 
since  the  adoption  of  the  revised  constitution 
in  1874  the  referendum  has  been  ton  times 
adopted ;  the  action  of  the  people  has  been  con- 
servative: this  a  pure  democracy. 

Property  left  in  Switzerland  to  naturalized  Amer- 
icans of  Swiss  birth:  Difficulties  in  collecting 
such  claims  show  the  need  of  a  proi>er  natiiraT 
ization  treaty;  attention  called  to  instruction 
of  October  19, 1882 ;  requirements  of  Swiss  law 
relative  to  naturalisation  have  been  given  to  the 
press. 


TURKEY. 


412     Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen  (No.  303). 


413    Mr.  Frelinghnysen  to  Mr. 
^  "       (Kal48). 


Wallace  (S 


414     Mr.  WaHace  to  Mr.  FreUng- 
hnysen  (Ko.  315). 


415 


Same  to  same  (No.  817) . 


416     Same  to  same  (No.  318) . 


417     Same  to  same  (Na  822) . 


418    Same  to  same  (No.  327). 


1888 
Dec. 

15 

1884 
Jan. 

17 

Jan. 

24 

Jan. 

26 

Jan. 

26 

Feb. 

0 

Feb. 

14 

V P  R 


I  Assault  upon  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp,  Amer- 
ican missionaries,  by  Kurds,  near  Bitlis:  The 
asflailant  was  identified,  bu(  subsequently  re- 
leased ;  Turkey  evinces  no  intention  to  punish' 
the  assailant;  incloses  lottor  fh>m  Mr.  Knapp 
relative  to  identity  of  assailant  and  correspond^ 
ence  with  minister  for  foreign  affidrs. 

Assault  upon  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp.  near 
Bitlis:  United  States  regards  the  case  made  out 
and  identification  of  principal  assailant  com- 
plete; aggrieved  parties  have  fullest  right  to 
Justice;  no  further  instructions  needed,  but 
case  should  be  pressed  to  speedy  conclusion. 

Naturalized  American  Jews  residing  in  Jerusa- 
lem: Minister  for  foreign  affairs  stfttes  that 
certain  Russian  Jews  have  unlawfully  claimed 
American  citizenship ;  Mr.  Wallace  replies  that 
if  naturalized  Americans  they  are  entitled  to 
protection,  and  United  States  consul  has  been 
BO  instructed ;  correspondence  inclosed. 

Claims  for  indemnity  growing  out  of  assault 
upon  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  K!napp,  near  Bitlis: 
Case  reviewed;  £1,500  claimed  for  Mr.  Knapp 
and  £2.000  for  Mr.  Reynolds;  noto  to  minister 
for  foreign  af&irs  inclosed. 

Registration  of  American  citizens  in  Turkey  by 
Turkish  authorities:  Turkey  desires  to  register 
all  foreigners;  evident  design  to  take  jurisdic- 
tion of  validity  of  naturalization  of  American 
citizens  of  foreign  birth  in  Turkey;  Mr.  Wal- 
lace consents  to  the  registration  provided  no 
question  is  raised  as  to  validiU^of  citizensbip; 
correspondence  with  minister  for  foreign  afEkirs 
inclosed. 

Attack  upon  Messrs.  Revnolds  and  Knapp  by 
Kurds,  near  Bitlis  t  Minister  for  foreign  affairs' 
noto  inclosed;  it  merely  repeats  assurances  of 
former  notos;  no  reply  to  demand  for  indem- 
nity; recall  of  governor  of  Betlis  said  to  be  de- 
cided upon,  bnt  not  pnt  into  effect. 

Citizenship  status  of  «Jews  resident  in  JeruRidem 
claiming  to  be  American  citizens:  Instruction 
to  consul-general  as  to  action  to  be  taken  by 
consul  at  Jerusalem ;  he  hasbeondirected  toin- 
vestlgato  cases  and  protect  banaJUie  citizens. 
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419     Mr.  FreliDfrhuysen  to  Mr.     Feb.  28 
;      Wallace  (No.  163).  I 


420     Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  FreUng- 
hujaen  (No.  837). 


431 


Mr.  Frelingbuyaeo  to  Mr. 
Wallace  (No.  157). 


Feb.  28 


Feb.  28 


422  i  Mr.Wallaco  toMr.Freling-  ^  Mar.    1 
.      huyeen  (No.  &40). 

428  j  Same  to  same  (No.  350) Mar.  12 


424 


Same  to  same  (No.  353) Mar.  22 


426     Mr.  FreliDgbiiynen  to  Mr.     Mar.  25 
Wallace  (No.  162). 


426  >  Same  to  itame  (No.  168) Mar.  26 


t 


427 


Same  to  same  (No.  1G9) . 


428     Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frellog- 
i      huyaen  (No.  357). 


420     Same  to  aame  (No.  358) . 


480  I  Same  to  same  (No.  862). 


Mar.  27 


Mar.  28 


Mar.  28 


Apr.    4 


Claim  of  money  indemnity  for  assaolt  npon 
Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp:  United  States 
relactantly  compelled  to  resort  to  money  in* 
demnityowing  to  denial  of  jnatioe  by  Porte. 

Claim  of  j>r.  Maurlee  Pflanm  9$.  Tnrkey  for  im- 

Jriaonment  in  charge  of  batiery  of  a  sergeant: 
^orte  reftues  peconiary  indemnl^,  and  claims 
that  Tarkish  tribunal  at  Axos  liad  right  to  tiy 
and  convict  in  absence  of  consular  delegate ; 
Mr.  Wallace  replies,  oontroyerting  this  position 
as  in  oontrayenuon  of  treaty  rights ;  correspond- 
ence inclosed. 

Registration  of  American  oltiaens  in  Torkey  by 
Tarkish  officials:  No  obligation  on  part  of 
United  States  to  make  a  regutry  of  its  citizens 
abroad ;  fkilare  to  register  not  to  bar  proof  of 
oitisenship :  Mr.  Waliace's  conditions  on  which 
Usta  shall  be  ftamiahed  to  Porte,  implying  re- 
sponsibllii^  on  part  of  United  States  officers 
to  perfect  lists,  and  that  consular  certificates 
shall  be  conclaaive  proof  of  dttaenship ,  not  ap- 
proved ;  instructed  to  remodel  his  proposition 
to  minister  for  foreign  aflUrs. 

Claim  for  iDdembtty  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  and 
Enapp,  attacked  by  Kurds,  near  Bitus :  RefasaJ 
of  minlator  for  foraign  a£Rurs  to  consider  ques- 
tioD  of  indemnity ;  ms  note  inoloaed. 

Citizenship  status  of  Jews  resMent  at  Jerusalem 
claiminff  to  be  American  citisens:  Turkey  dis- 
claims intention  of  contesting  the  validity  of 
their  naturalization,  but  desires  to  discover  tnelr 
true  status;  correspondence  inclosed. 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp  v$.  Turkey  i      550 
for  assault  near  Bitlia:  Turkey  shows  no  in  ten-  • 
tion  to  punish  Moosaa  Bev,  the  principal  assail-  { 
ant;  note  from  foreign  office  promising  Justice  ! 
incloned. 

Citizenship  of  Jews  resident  in  Palestine  dalm-  561 
ingto  be  naturalized  Americans:  Naturalized 
duzens  will  be  protected;  i^rsons  who  have 
declared  intention  to  become  United  States  dt- 
izens  held  not  to  have  renounced  their  original 
allecianoe,  but  to  have  a  quasi  right  to'protection 
againat  claim  of  third  power  to  their  aUegianoe; 
no  one  can  be  naturalized  outside  of  American 
iurisdiction. 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp  vt.  Turkey 
for  assault :  United  States  does  not  condder  that 
court  at  Bitlis  has  done  its  duty;  this  denial  of 
justice  is  subject  to  redress  through  dlplomaUc 
channel. 

Medicine :  Practice  forbidden  in  Turkey  to  gradu- 
ates of  the  American  College  at  Beirut;  same 
treatment  desired  for  them  as  ei\joyed  by  prao- 
titioners  of  other  countries  reddent  in  Turkey  t 
college  at  Beirut  desires  charter,  with  power  to. 
ffrant  degrees  in  medidne  and  surgery,  or  oer- 
Sfioate  from  Government  giving  validity  to 
their  diplomas ;  instructed  to  obtain  this  con- 
oesdou;  dispatches  ftx>m  consul  at  Baimtand 
oonsnl-geueral  at  Constantinople  indosed. 

Registrauon  of  American  dtizens  in  Turkey  by 
Turkish  officials:  Has  withdrawn  his  note  to 
Porte  prescribing  conditions  on  which  United 
States  consuls  wm  furnish  UMs  in  deference  to 
Department's  157. 

Petroleum  storage  concesdont  Bfforta  to  secure 
for  Americans  a  compromise  on  equality  with 
Russians:  indoses  identic  note  addressed  to 
minister  for  foreign  affidrs  by  Russian  minis- 
ter and  Mr.  Wallace  I  droumstances  fkvorable 
to  success. 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp  vi,  Turkey 
for  assault  near  Bitlis:  Governor  of  Bitlis  has 
been  dismissed ;  this  action  probably  too  late  to 
secure  punishment  of  Mouasa  Bey,  the  assail- 
ant; indoses  letter  fhim  Mr.  Knapp  stating 
that  MouBsa  Bey  was  rdeased  by  authorities, 
after  idenUflcadon,  through  bribezy. 
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From  and  to  whom. 


m 


432 


483 


4M 


Mr    FreliuichuvseD  to  Mr. 
Wallace  (Na  174). 


Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Freling- 
liuysen(Ko.874). 


Same  to  same  (So,  878) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  881) . 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Freling- 
haysen  (Ko.  38B). 


436    Mr.  Frelinghuvsen  to  Mr. 
WaUaoe(No.l92). 


437    8«netoaame(No.l9e). 


441 


413 


4» 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelingbay* 
sen  (No.  396). 


Same  to  aame  (No.  402). 


Mr.  FreHDgbuvBen  to  Mr. 
Heap  (No.  207). 


Same  to  same  (No.  208) . 
Same  to  same  (No.  214) . 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Freling- 
haysen  (So.  414). 


1884. 
Apr.    8 


Apr.  16 

Apr.  21 

Apr.  25 

May  14 
May  20 

May  28 

June    4 

Jane  19 

June  80 

Joly    1 
July  17 

July  18 


Citizenship  status  of  Jews  resident  in  Jerosalem 
and  claiming  to  be  American  citizens :  No  neoes- 
flity  for  discassing  contention  of  Turkey  that  no 
change  of  allegiance  is  made  nnleas  persons 
have  been  resident  in  country  of  their  alle- 
giance ;  rights  which  persons  mavhave  acquired 
who  have  expressed  intention  to  change  alle- 
giance for  United  StateH  citisenship  reseryed. 

Medicine :  Practice  forbidden  in  Tu»ey  to  grad- 
uates of  American  College  at  Beirut;  prospect 
of  gainin  e  a  concession  recognizing  right  of  per- 
sons holding  medi<»Rl  di\>lomas  of  the  college  to 
practice  not  encouraging;  gires  reasons;  Sul- 
tan's interest  will  be  onlistod ;  Ajnerlcan  col- 
leges receive  as  generous  treatment  as  those  of 
other  nationalities  in  Turkey. 

Petroleum  storage  concession:  Minister  for  for- 
eign affairs  in  favor  of  lessening  the  charges  at 
present  collected  to  70  paras  a  case ;  council  of 
ministers  will  decide  tne  matter;  minister  of 
interior  favorable ;  note  fh>m  minister  for  for- 
eign  aflairs  inclosed. 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp  o$.  Turkey, 
growing  out  of  assault:  Minister  for  foreign  af- 
nirs  states  strenuoils  efforts  are  being  made  to 
arrest  Moussa  Bey,  the  assailant ;  British  vice- 
consnl  at  Van  states  that  he  was  found,  but 
allowed  to  escape. 

Claim  of  Dr.  Maurice  Pflanm  vt.  Turkey  for  im- 
prisonment in  violation  of  treaty:  Note  from 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  refusing  to  take  far- 
ther action  inclosed. 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Bevnolds  and  Knapp  vi.  Turkey 
for  aasanlt:  Nothing  farther  to  be  done  in  face 
of  aasnrances  of  Jnstio^  being  done  but  await 
result;  information  fh>m  Brinsh  vice-consul  of 
events  at  Bitlis  desirAble ;  such  courtesy  highly 
appi-eciated. 

Bibles  of  ▲merlcan  Bible  Society :  Restrictlona 
Imposed  upon  their  sale  in  Tnckey ;  if  law  al- 
lows sale  of  Holy  Scriptures,  rights  of  Ameri- 
can venders  should  be  protected  In  every  way. 

Commercial  treaty  of  1862 :  Turkey  holds  it  will 
oease  to  exist  on  June  6 ;  Mr.  Heap  replies  that 
United  States  does  not  consider  the  treaty  ended, 
but  If  Turkey  persista  in  the  denunciation 
United  Stotes  falls  back  on  treaty  of  18S0,  which 
remains  in  ftill  force;  correspondence  with 
minister  foi  foreign  affairs  inoloeed. 

Bibles  of  Amerlcau  Bible  Society:  Restrictions 
imposed  upon  their  sale  In  Tnrfcey ;  complaint 
brought  to  attention  of  Porte ;  question  in  fair 
way  of  adjastment,  but  time  necessary  for  or^ 
ders  to  reach  provincial  authorities;  difllcul- 
ties  of  sale  come  less  fix>m  Mohammedan  than 
fh>m  Christian  sects. 

Claim  of  Dr.  Maurice  Pflanm  ot.  Turkey  for  im- 
prisonment by  Turkish  authorities;  no  objeo- 
Uon  to  awaiting  examination  of  case  by  minis- 
ter of  lustlce;  u  Porte  finds  Turkish  execution 
of  sentence  Justifiable,  instraoted  to  protest  as 
in  violation  of  article  4  of  treaty  of  1830. 

Commercial  treaty  of  1862:  Denunciation  of,  by 
Turkey;  protocol  submitted  by  United  States 
for  a  modtu  vivmM  in  snpport  of  Porte's  general 
proposal  was  never  considered  by  Turkey. 

Bibles  of  American  Bible  Society :  Complaint  that 
Bibles  printed  in  Arabic  are  refdsea  entry  by 
customs  officers  at  (Constantinople  on  ground 
that  their  contents  are  not  easily  read;  in- 
structed to  take  proper  action;  thanks  of  Ameri. 
can  Bible  Society  for  previous  action  of  legation. 

Missionaries  (American)  in  Armenia:  Complaint 
of  obstructions  thrown  in  their  way  by  mutila- 
tion of  books  and  prevention  of  their  sale;  offer 
of  British  Minister  to  extend  good  offices  of 
British  consuls  accepted ;  difficulty  in  obtaining 
energetic  orders  Itom  Porte  to  governors,  owing 
to  Armenian  clergy  being  averse  to  missiona- 
ries; correspondence  inclosed. 
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Ha 


From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Snl^oct 


Same  to  same  (Ko.422). 


446 


446 


447 


Mr. 


T.  Frelingbajpen  to 
Heap  (No.  220). 


Mr. 


Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frellng- 
huysen  (No.  430). 


Same  to  same  (Na 441). 


1884. 
Aug.  18 


Aug.  19 

Sept  12 
Oct    10 


Bibles  of  American  Bible  Sodety,  printed  in 
Arabic,  detained  by  cnstoms  officers  at  Constan- 
tinople, ordered  to  be  delivered  to  consignee; 
agents  of  Bible  Society  often  interfered  mith 
through  mistaken  ze;U  of  subordinates  ;  Porte 
diiiappToves  of  these  arbitrary  acts,  bat  seems 
nnable  to  prevent  them. 

Missionaries  (American)  in  Armenia:  Complaint 
of  obstmotions  thrown  in  tbeir  way  by  mutll*- 
tion  of  books  and  prevention  of  their  sale;  ap- 
preciation  of  offer  of  protection  bv  B^tlsh  con- 
suls: suggests  that  local  authorities  should  be 
infonned  of  rights  of  missionaries,  who  should 
exhibit  evidence  that  books  offered  by  them  for 
sale  had  passed  censorship  at  Constantinople. 

Missionaries  (American)  in  Armenia:  Thanks  ex- 
pressed to  Lord  Bofferin,  British  minister,  fcnr 
protection  to  American  missionariea  in  Ada 
Minor  by  British  consuls. 

Bibles  of  Amerioaa  Bible  Sodetv:  Kestriction 
upon  their  sale  in  Tnrkey;  nothmg  definite  ao- 
ooroplished ;  sale  of  books  in  large  towns  not 
objected  to,  bat  objection  made  to  books  being 
hftwked  abbot  oonntryi  miaslonaries  opposed 
by  Armenian  Chrifttiana  and  on  the  groond  that 
they  enooniage  emigration  of  yoonc  man,  who 
retain  dainiing  Ameriean  dtueaah]^ 


VENEZUELA. 


448 
440 
450 

451 

452 
453 

454 
466 

46« 

467 


Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnysen  (No.  839). 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr. 
Baker  (No.  276). 

Same  to  same  (No.  286) 


Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen (No.  892). 


Same  to  same  (No.  002) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  007) . 


Same  to  same  (No.  018) . 


Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr. 
Baker  (No.  294). 


Same  to  same  (No. 206). 


Same  to  same  (No.  207) . 


1884. 
Feb.     6 


Feb.  20 
Apr.    8 

Apr.  10 

Apr.  18 
Apr.  27 

May    0 
May    7 

May    8 

May  12 


Claim  of  John  E.  Wheelook  st.  Yenesnela:  Yene- 
soela  intends  to  transfer  negotiations  tat  tettle- 
ment  to  Washington. 

Claim  of  John  E.  Wheelock  m.  Yenesnela:  Beply 
of  Yenesnela,  received  through  its  ohaig6  m 
United  States,  is  being  considered. 

Claim  of  John  B.  Wheelock  «t.  Yenesnelat  Con- 
tention of  Yenesnela  cannot  be  accepted;  in- 
structed to  renew  demand  fbr  speedy seulenienti 
note  of  Yenezneian  oharg6  inelosea. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar  for  three  days  for  allied 
disrespectfnl  utteranoes  against  President  of 
Yenesnela;  Mr.  Baker  protests;  answer  of  Got- 
emment  unsatisfbctoTT* 

Imprisonment  of  John  IHUton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  No  leply  received  fVom 
Mr.  Dalton;  latter  has  been  directed  to  repbrt 
case  to  Department 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Incloses  President's  0]> 
der  of  arrest;  Mr.  Baker's  protest :  note  of  min- 
ister for  foreign  sffldrs  Jnsti^ing  tne  action,  and 
letter  to  Consul  Dalton;  no  report  ftom  consul} 
no  ceitainty  that  order  of  arrest  has  been  exe- 
cuted ;  the  arrest  a  violation  of  constitutional 
guarantees. 

Claim  of  John  £.  Wheelock  w.  Yenesnela:  In- 
closes note  to  minister  for  foreign  affairs  rc^ect> 
ing  contention  of  Yenezoela  and  urging  an 
equitable  settlement. 

Imprisonmenc  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Approves  Mr.  Baker's 
prompt  protest ;  incloses  note  to  Yenezuelan 
ohargift  to  United  Stales;  piirticolars  awaited 
before  issue  of  fhrther  instructions. 

Claims  differences  between  the  United  States  aud 
Yenesnela:  United  States  cannot  anst'iit  to 
principle  of  decree  of  February  14,  1873,  rele< 
gating  international  daims  to  Yenesuelan  fed- 
eral court. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  He  belongs  to  class  of 
consuls  authorised  to  transact  business,  and  is 
subject  to  same  treatment  as  other  Americans 
engaged  in  trade  in  Yenezuela ;  special  consid- 
eration should  be  given  him  tm  representative 
of  a  friendly  power;  spt;eiflo  information 
awaited  before  formulating  complaints 
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Dftte. 


Sabjeot 


P*«». 


456 


4» 


Same  to  nme  (Na  SW). 


Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  FreUng- 
hnysen  (So.  fM). 


1884. 
May  ao 


May  29 


4eD    Same  to  same  (No.  Ml) .. 

461    Mr.  f  .eUnghajsen  to 
Baker  (NoTsm. 

483    Same  to  same  (No.  816} . 


463    Same  to  same  (No.  321) . 


464  ;  Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Freling- 
I      hayaen  (No.  994). 


465    Mr.  Freliughnysea  to  Mr. 
Baker  (No.  8). 


466    Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Freling- 
bayaen  (Na  1097). 


407 


Mr.  Daris  to  Mr.    Baker 
(No.  17). 


June   1 

June  19 
July    6 

Jaly    8 

Aug.  29 
Sept.  19 

Oct    18 
Nov.    1 


Imprisomnent  of  John  Dalton.  XTnited  States  eon- 
Bnl  at  Ciudad  Boliyar:  Mr.  Baker's  action  ap- 
proved; OAarpation  of  ladloial  Amotions  bv 
ezeoative  towards  an  alien  in  time  of  peace  Is 
violation  of  law  of  nations  and  of  ilghta  of  hos- 
pitality. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con* 
sul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  John  DaltonJr.,of  firm 
of  John  Dalton  St  Co.,  taken  m  a  sabstituto  for 
his  father,  the  latter  being  HI,  and  imprisoned 
with  other  merchants  three  days;  this  held  to 
be  same  as  imprisonment  of  the  father;  the 
arrest  made  because  of  a  protest  against  a 
monopoly  granted  by  the  (^vemment ;  incloses 
correspondence  with  Consul  Dalton  and  min- 
ister for  foreign  aifidrs. 

Claim  of  John  S.  Wheelook  vs.  Yenesnela:  Note 
to  ministor  for  foreign  affi^irs.  reftising  assent 
to  Yeneauela's  contention  that  case  should  be 
remanded  to  high  federal  court,  and  urging  set- 
tlement, inclosed. 

Claim  of  John  B.  Wheelook  vt.  Tenezuda :  CTom- 
mends  his  representation  to  foreign  office ;  in- 
structions should  be  awaited  b^ore  ftirther 
action. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton.  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar;  dtisenship  of  young 
Dalton  held  under  reserve;  views  of  United 
States  as  to  assumed  right  of  Yenesnela  to  ar^ 
rest  oitisens  of  United  Slates  without  trial  were 
expressed  to  ex-President  Gnsman  Blanco  when 
in  United  States. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States 
consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Conference  with  ex- 
President  Ghisman  Blanco;  his  attempts  to 
Justify  position  that  Tenesuela  can  arrest  and 
imprison  aliens  without  trial  unsatisfactory; 
particulars  of  young  Dalton's  arrest  desired. 

Imprisonment  or  John  Dalton,  United  States 
consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Letter  to  vice-consul 
at  Ciudad  Bolivar  inquiring  as  to  age  and 
birthplace  of  John  Dalton,  Jr. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  Stotes  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar :  Instructed  to  ascertain 
whether  young  Dalton  submitted  voluntarily 
to  oi-der  of  arrest  of  President  of  Yenezuela 
and  without  protest. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Letter  from  vice-consul 
at  Ciudad  Bolivar;  death  of  Mr.  Dalton  re- 
ported I  his  son  accepted  as  a  substitoto  on  ac- 
count of  his  Cather'tf  illness;  John  Dalton. Jr., 
bom  in  Yenesnela,  and  by  its  laws  a  Yeneznelan ; 
in  United  States  he  would  be  considered  an 
American  cltisen. 

Imprisonment  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Ciudad  Bolivar:  Inquiries  whether  the 
son  or  any  other  snbstituto  would  have  been 
taken  if  not  a  member  of  the  firm  of  John  Dal- 
ton &  Co. 


686 


69S 

59i 
694 

694 

694 
696 

696 
696 


COKRESPONDENCE  WITH  LEGATION  OF  YBNBZUELA  AT  WASHINGTON- 


468    Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr.  Freling- 
haysen. 


,  Mr.  Frelinghnysen  to  Mr. 
Soteldo. 


1884. 
Feb.     8 


Apr.    4 


Claim  of  John  B.  Wheelook  v».  Yenesnela:  Has 
recommended  its  settiement  to  his  Government } 
reparation  should  be  sought  through  the  courts ; 
no  indemnitv  can  lawfully  be  paid  by  execu- 
tive; lettor  from  ex-President  CTusman  Blanco, 
statmg  proceedings  against  the  offender  and 
their  nkJiure  owing  to  toe  latter's  flight 

Claim  of  John  B.  Wheelook  v$.  Yeuezaeia:  United 
States  cannot  accept  contontion  of  Yenesnela 
that  claim  should  be  settled  by  courts,  and  that 
diplomatic  recourse  is  not  open;  courta  have 
already  decided  that  Mr.  wheelook  has  no 
grouucKs  of  action;  right  of  diplomatic  recourse 
reaffirmed;  demand  for  redress  will  be  renewed 
through  United  States  ministor  at  Caracas. 
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4T0 


471 


472 


From  and  to  whom. 


Date. 


Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen. 


Mr.  BVclinghuysou  to  Mr. 
Soteldo. 


Same  to  same i  May     2 

I 


473     Same  to  same. 


474 


Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr.  Freling- 
hnyaen. 


Oct    20 


Oct    21 


Snltject. 


P»gis- 


1884. 
Apr.  10 


Apr.  25 


Claim  of  John  E.  Wheelock  vt.  Yoneziiela:  Ar- 
1(0  <'^  in  supi>ort  of  position  that  case  should  be 
settled  b}*  courts  and  not  diplomatically ;  judi- 
cial recourse  not  exhausted ;  Venezuela  has  en- 
deavored to  brine  the  criminal  to  justice. 

Claim  of  John  £.  Wheelock  f«.  Venezuela:  Argi^- 
raent  of  Venezuela  fails,  as  ground  work  is  tu- 
laciouH.  United  States  Court  of  Claims  not  like 
Venezuelan  High  Fe<leral  Court,  as  former  can- 
not H^judicate  a  clftim  ai;aiust  United  States  by 
au  alien,  similar  to  that  of  Wheelock.  There 
has  been  evident  miscarriaire  of  justice.  Vene- 
zuela's action  a  denial  of  otplomatic  recourse. 

ImpriHonmeut  of  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Cindad  Bolivar:  He  is  stated  to  have  been 
ira  prisoned  by  order  of  President  of  Venezuela 
for  prot«>sting,  with  other  merchants,  against 
teniiA  iof  a  i^ovemment  concession ;  imprison- 
ment without  form  of  law  or  opportunitv  of  de- 
fense, contrary  to  international  law  ana  treaty 
of  1860.  United  States  minister's  protest  ap- 
proved. Further  comment  reservea  until  facte 
of  tbe  imprisonment  are  deflnit^  known. 

Claim  of  John  £.  Wheelock  V9.  Venezuela:  Re- 
fers to  interview  with  Greneral  Guzman  Blanco, 
as  to  settlement,  and  asks  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  come  to  a  definite  understanding. 

Claim  of  John  E.  Wheelock  vt.  Venezuela:  Is  ex- 
pecting instructions  by  next  mail  relative  to  set- 
tlement. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Osbom  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  390.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSy  October  24, 1883.    (Received  December  13.) 
Sm:  The  Argentine  Congress  closed  itsannaal  session  on  the  22d  in- 
stant   Of  the  great  number  of  bills  introduced,  only  about  seventy- 
five  passed  and  became  laws,  and  these  have  no  importance  except  to 
meet  the  local  wants  of  the  country.    Under  the  recommendation  of  the 
minister  of  finance  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Deputies  to 
borrow  $80,000,000  with  a  view  to  calling  in  the  outstanding  6  per  cent, 
bonds  and  consolidating  the  debt  of  the  country  in  6  per  cent,  bonds, 
and  the  construction  of  public  works.    The  bill  was  defeated,  and  the 
finance  minister  resigned.    The  bill  which  produced  the  greatest  and 
most  intense  agitation,  not  only  in  Congress  but  throughout  the  whole 
country,  was  a  bill  introduced  in  the  House  prohibiting  the  teaching 
of  religious  dogmas  in  the  common  schools.    It  provoked  a  warm  and 
angry  debate,  which  lasted  more  than  two  weeks.    The  best  debat- 
ing talent  of  the  House  was  called  out  on  both  sides.    The  minister  of 
education,  representing  the  President  and  a  majority  of  the  cabinet,  ap- 
peared on  the  floor  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  spoke  for  one  day.    The 
press  took  up  the  question,  was  divided,  and  became  very  bitter.    The 
bill  passed  the  House  and  went  to  the  Senate.    While  the  bill  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  Senate  a  procession  of  more  than  one  thousand 
ladies  of  the  first  families  of  this  city  proceeded  to  the  Senate  and  pre- 
sented to  the  president  a  petition,  signed  by  many  thousands  of  women, 
asking  the  Senate  to  refuse  to  pass  the  bill.    A  vote  was  immediately 
taken,  and  by  "smart  judgmenf^  the  bill  was  rejected  by  one  vote.    In 
some  of  the  speeches  of  the  senators  and  deputies  it  was  strongly  inti- 
mated that  the  time  was  close  at  hand  for  the  separation  of  church  and 
state,and  as  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  matter  will  come  up  in  the  next 
Coupess,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  such  a  proposition  should  be  pre- 
seuted  looking  in  that  dir^tion,  as  many  both  in  the  church  and  state 
believe  that  iu  a  separation  both  the  state  and  church  would  make 
better  progress  than  under  the  present  organization. 

President  Boca  has  been  granted,  by  Congress  a  leave  of  absence  from 
^  capital  for  two  months.  About  the  first  of  next  month  he  will  pro- 
^  to  Santa  F6,  to  inaugurate  the  railroad  just  finished  from  Santa 
W  the  capital  of  the  province,  to  the  city  of  Rosario,  and  then  he  will 
^oceed  to  his  native  province,  Tucuman. 
I  have.  &C., 

THOS.  O.  OSBOEN. 
1  F  B 
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Mr.  Oshorn  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  417.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSy  May  6,  1884.    (Received  June  30.) 

Sir  :  The  annual  session  of  the  Argentine  Congress  was  opened  to- 
day, with  all  the  accustomed  formalities,  by  the  President  reading  his 
message  to  both  houses  assembled  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.- 

The  President  congratulated  Congress  that  its  session  opens  in  the 
midst  of  peace  and  order  and  free  from  foreign  difficulties  and  inter- 
nal troubles,  and  the  country  that  it  has  entered  into  a  regular  chan- 
nel in  the  exercise  of  federal  institutions  and  liberty,  no  longer  incum- 
bered by  mutiny  and  disturbance. 

The  message  is  quite  long,  but  it  contains  a  plain,  clear  statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  all  the  departments  of  Government. 

The  President,  in  dealing  with  the  subject  of  colonization,  expresses 
himself  in  favor  of  making  effective  the  promises  of  the  law  of  1876  by 
Government  aid  in  founding  colonies  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  national 
territory,  and  states  that  during  the  year  1883  73,240  immigrants, 
nearly  all  farmers,  landed  in  this  country,  at  their  own  expense,  over 
19,000  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year,  and  he  looks  forward  to 
the  arrival  of  80,000  immigrants  before  the  end  of  1884. 

In  relation  to  the  extension  and  construction  of  railways,  the  Presi- 
dent informs  Congress  that  they  have  proceeded  with  great  activity, 
and  he  makes  special  mention  of  the  railway  to  Bahia  Blanca,  which 
has  put  the  capital  in  direct  communication  with  the  first  of  ports  on 
the  Atlantic,  crossing  a  vast  belt  of  fertile  land  which  till  lately  was 
overrun  by  the  Indians  of  the  prairies ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  great 
difficulties  encountered  in  the  construction  of  the  Andine  Railway,  the 
rails  had  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  the  road  would  soon 
be  opened  to  the  public  service. 

It  appears  from  the  message  that  within  the  last  year  1,249  kilo- 
meters of  telegraph  lines  have  been  constructed,  and  that  the  postal 
revenue  increased  22J  per  cent,  over  1882. 

Under  the  head  of  foreign  affairs  the  President  states  that  the  Re- 
public is  in  the  most  perfect  peace;  that  the  foreign  ministers  here,  by 
their  rank  and  personal  prestige,  do  very  much  towards  strengthening 
the  friendly  relations  which  his  Government  cultivates  with  all  nations ; 
that  it  appears  that  the  west  coast  struggle  has  finally  closed  most 
disastrously  for  the  conquered;  that  the  Republic  strictly  adhered  to 
the  strict  neutrality  policy  which  was  adopted  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war ;  and  that  in  a  few  days  he  would  receive  the  new  Peruvian 
minister  sent  by  the  Government  of  General  Iglesias,  who,  to  his  mind, 
I)ossesses  all  the  attributes  to  entitle  him  to  be  duly  received  and  ac- 
knowledged. 

In  treating  on  the  subject  of  finance  the  President  says  it  is  with 
pleasure  he  informs  Congress  that  this  branch  of  the  administration 
marches  hand  in  hand  with  the  progress  and  development  of  the  coun- 
try; that  the  Government  bonds  have  reached  the  very  highest  quota- 
tions, and  that  the  debt  is  well  consolidated  in  the  European  market. 

The  general  revenue  of  the  nation  for  the  year  1883  amounted  to 
$30,050,195,  which  amount,  when  compared  with  that  of  1882,  shows  an 
increase  of  12^  per  cent. ;  also,  that  the  account  for  the  first  three  months 
of  the  present  year  proves  that  the  increase  has  not  only  been  sustained 
but  considerably  developed. 
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The  expenditures  daring  1883  amounted  to  $29,388,761,  being  $666,434 
les8  than  the  total  revenue. 

The  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  foreign  trade  was  3,696,413  tons  of 
goods  and  products,  which  represent,  accordiug  to  official  valuation, 
♦147,596,000,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  $26,000,000  over  the  former 
year. 

The  imports  have  exceeded  the  exports,  but  that  has  been  caused  by 
thelieavy  imx>ortation  of  materials  for  the  making  of  ports  and  rail- 
ways. 

The  consolidated  debt  at  the  end  of  1883  was  $106,427,311,  and  its 
service  has  always  been  attended  to  with  the  greatest  punctuality. 

The  sum  coined  for  the  Government  by  the  mint:  Gold,  1,195,295 
pieces,  representing  $5,976,452 ;  silver,  9,064,380  pieces,  representing 
•2,710,639.605  copper,  2,370,536  pieces,  with  a  value  of  $38,470.39. 

After  treating  on  the  suWect  of  public  instruction,  normal  and  com- 
mon schools,  to  which  the  Government  has  given  much  attention,  and 
which  are  rapidly  increasing  and  are  well  supported,  the  President 
closes  his  message  by  stating  ^^  he  has  just  finished  reading  his  message 
with  the  satisfEiction  of  the  purest  patriotism,  and  to  a  certain  degree 
with  pride,  not  for  the  progress  already  achieved,  which  as  yet  is  but 
fiuDtly  traced  as  a  nation,  but  as  the  happy  augury  of  a  very  grand 
ftiture  for  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  as  we  often  in  the  morning  clouds 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  grand  mountains  not  far  off.  It  would  neither  be 
just  nor  pious  for  him  tx)  conclude  the  solemn  act  without  offering  up 
gratitude  to  the  Almighty  for  the  moral  and  material  favors  which  His 
infinite  kindness  has  showered  down  on  the  country.^ 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  O.  08B0EN, 


No.  3. 
Mr.  OsboTfh  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen* 

5o.4J9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSj  June  16,  1884.    (Received  July  31.) 

Sir  :  The  clerical  question,  or  the  struggle  between  church  and  state, 
has  again  come  to  the  front  and  is  occupying  much  attention  both  in 
mi  out  of  Congress. 

In  the  normal  sch<V)ls,  established  and  supported  by  the  l^ational 
Government,  are  employed  many  Protestant  teachers,  mostly  ladies 
&om  the  United  States. 

On  th6  25th  of  April  last.  Dr.  Clara,  a  Catholic  ecclesiastic  and  act- 
ing bishop  at  Cordova,  issued  a  pastoral  letter  prohibiting,  among  other 
things,  the  parents  of  families  from  sending  their  children  to  the  nor- 
mal schools  where  Protestant  teachers  are  employed. 

The  National  Government,  considering  it  an  act  of  disrespect  and 
iiuabordination,  took  up  the  matter,  and,  after  the  exchange  of  several 
notes  between  the  minister  of  education,  the  governor  of  the  province 
of  C^ova,  and  Dr.  Clara,  referred  it  to  the  attorney-general  for  his 
opinion. 

The  report  of  the  attorney-general  is  extensive  and  a  full  review  of 
therdations  of  the  state  and  the  church,  in  which  he  gives  the  opinion 
that  flie  Ctovemment,  which  confirmed  church  nominations,  could  dis- 
cipfine  and  dismiss. 
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The  President,  accepting  this  opinion  as  sound  doctrine,  issued  his 
decree  dismissing  Dr.  Clara.  This  has  been  followed  by  a  sharp  dis- 
cussion in  the  press  and  in  Congress  on  a  resolution  calling  for  all  the 
<K)rrespondence  and  protests  by  the  authorities  of  the  church,  charging 
priestly  subversion  on  the  one  side  and  encroachment  and  persecution 
by  the  civil  authorities  on  the  other. 

l^otwithstanding  the  decree,  Dr.  Clara  refuses  to  accept  his  dismissal, 
continues  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  priestly  office,  and  has,  within 
the  last  few  days,  issued  his  second  pastoral,  in  which  he  asserts  that 
it  is  his  first  duty  to  obey  instructions  from  Borne,  rather  than  the  orders 
or  laws  of  the  l^ational  Government,  which  brings  the  whole  matter  to 
a  simple  but  sharp  issue. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  Government  will  maintain  its  position  of  suprem- 
acy, and  it  will  lead  sooner  or  later  to  a  final  result — the  separation 
of  church  and  state. 
I  have,  &C., 

THOS.  O.  OSBORN. 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Osborn  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  422.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSy  June  26, 1884.    (Received  July  31.) 

Sib  :  The  Liberal  party  claims  to  have  achieved  a  splendid  triumph 
in  Congress  to-day  over  the  Clerical  party. 

At  the  last  session  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  passed  a  bill  providing 
that  in  the  schools  of  the  national  capital  there  should  be  no  sectarian 
test  or  teaching.  The  Senate  rejected  the  bill,  and  the  matter  went 
over  until  the  present  session. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  insisted  upon  its  bill  by  a  vote  of  forty- 
eight  to  eight;  as  the  Senate  to-day  could  not  reject  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  with  the  approval  of  the  President,  which  it  will  doubtless  receive, 
it  will  become  a  law. 

In  case  of  a  disagreement  of  the  chambers,  the  proceedings  differ 
from  ours.  Here,  either  chamber  of  Congress  having  passed  a  bill 
which  the  other  chamber  disapproves,  may  insist  upon  its  passing,  and 
in  such  case  it  becomes  a  law  unless  two-thirds  of  the  other  and  dis- 
approving chamber  should  reject  it. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  O.  OSBOUN. 


No.  5. 

Mr.  Osborn  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  437.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  Ayresy  October  11, 1884.    (Received  November  21.) 
^m :  On  the  10th  instant,  last  night,  terminated  the  discussion  in 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  the  National  Congress  on  the  budget  of 
the  minister  of  education  and  worship,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-six  to  twenty- 
three  in  favor. 
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A  hot  debate  took  place  on  the  section  relating  to  the  sappression  of 
the  seminaries  for  the  edncation  of  priests,  in  which  the  minister,  De 
Wild,  took  part. 

Heretofore  provisions  were  made  in  the  budget  for  thesnpport  of  the 
seminaries,  but  the  question  recently  having  been  raised  as  to  the  su- 
premacy of  church  or  state  (by  Dr.  Clara,  acting  bishop  of  Cordova, 
who  was  suspended  and  replaced  by  a  Catholic  congress  assembled  in 
this  city,  and  more  recently  by  the  bishop  of  Salta,  who  issued  a  pas- 
toral letter  of  the  same  tone  and  tenor  as  that  of  Dr.  Clara,  and  whom 
the  President  has  suspended  pending  the  consideration  of  his  case  by 
the  attorney-general),  and  alleged  intermeddling  with  the  public 
schools  on  the  part  or  the  apostolic  legate,  Dr.  Maltera,  '^  archbishop 
of  Irenopolis'^  (and  of  whom  the  minister  of  foreisru  affairs,  several 
days  ago,  asked  for  an  explanation  of  his  conduct),  has  caused  already  a 
division  of  the  people  ii^  two  parties,  clerical  and  anticlerical,  and 
it  is  quite  probable  that  me  next  Presidential  contest  will  be  fought  out 
on  that  issue  if  it  be  not  settled  before,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will. 

It  api>ears  from  the  remarks  of  the  minister  that  the  President,  by 
withholding  supplies,  is  determined  to  press  the  matter  to  a  separation. 
He  appears  to  be  fully  supported  by  all  his  ministers  and  the  more 
thoughtful  of  all  the  prominent  men  of  the  country. 

The  supporters  of  the  church  seem  to  labor  under  the  mistake  that 
^e  church  is  superior  to  or  equal  with  the  state,  or  that  the  church  is 
a  state  church,  whereas  in  the  framing  of  the  constitution  the  question 
was  compromised  by  inserting  an  article  making  it  incumbent  on  the 
Government  to  support  inclusively  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  church  press  is  bitter,  and  the  feeling  is  intense,  and  while 
many  apprehend  that  serious  trouble  will  result,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Government  has  the  elements  of  power  so  well  in  hand 
that  the  church  will  quietly  submit,  or  that,  by  common  consent,  tlie  con- 
stitution will  be  so  amended  as  to  permit  both  parties  to  care  for  and 
sapport  themselves,  which  event,  in  my  judgment,  is  close  at  hand 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  O.  08BORN. 


No.  6. 
Mr.  Oshom  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  438.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Buenos  AyreSj  October  16, 1884.    (Received  November  21.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  14th  instant,  by 
orders  of  President  Roca,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  sent  to  Dr. 
Maltera,  apostolic  delegate,  his  passport,  and  fixed  the  period  of 
twenty-four  hours  for  his  leaving  the  national  territory. 

Maltera  received  his  passport  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  14th,  and  left  Argen- 
tine territory  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  16th  instant  for  Montevideo. 

Dr.  Maltera  had  been  called  upon  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
f<Mr  explanations  relating  to  his  interferences  with  the  laws  and  author- 
ities of  the  country  in  an  interview  or  conference  with  Miss  Clara  Arm- 
strong, directress  of  the  normal  school  of  Cordova,  which  she  had  re- 
port^ to  the  minister  of  worship.  Maltera  did  not  give  the  explana- 
tions. 
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The  press,  save  the  church  organs,  approves  of  the  prompt  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  President,  and  charges  that  Maltera  has  been  the 
cause  of  all  the  disturbances  which  now  agitate  the  country ;  and  it 
appears  quite  probable  that  the  press  is  correct,  as  the  agitation  over 
the  school  aud  church  question  began  very  soon  after  the  arrival  of 
Maltera. 

The  subject  of  the  conference  betwcc;  ^.InlttMa  and  tlie  directress  of 
the  school  was  that  the  normal  school  of  Cordova  had  been  anathe- 
matized because  the  Government  had  employed  Protestant  teachers  to 
teach  the  sciences.  The  directress,  an  American  and  a  Protestant, 
with  other  teachers,  called  on  Maltera  and  asked  him  to  remove  the 
anathema.  Maltera  consented  to  do  so  on  condition  that  the  direct- 
ress would  obtain  certain  promises  from  the  minister  of  worship. 

To  the  letter  asking  these  pledges  of  the  minister  was  returned  a 
sharp  reprimand,  informing  Miss  Armstron^that^he  was  employed 
by  the  Government  to  teaoli  thei  sciences ;  thm  she  was  to  obey  the  in- 
structions of  the  minister  and  not  Dr.  Maltera ;  that  Dr.  Maltera  had 
no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  schools. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  President  sent  in  a  message  asking  the 
present  Congress  to  approve  of  a  call  for  a  convention  to  amend  the 
constitution  in  order  to  relieve  the  state  fix)m  the  church. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOS.  O.  USBORN. 


AUSTRIA-HfUNGARY. 

No.  7. 

Mr,  Taft  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  124.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  March  17, 1884.    (Received  April  7.) 

Sm :  I  have  received,  through  the  United  States  consul-general  at  this 
place,  from  the  consul  at  Buda-Pesth,  the  papers  relating  to  the  case  ot 
Anton  Wurglitz  and  his  sous,  who  have  been  claimed  for  military  serv- 
ice, with  the  request  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  interpose 
to  protect  him  and  his  sons  from  the  requisitions  of  the  Hungarian 
Government. 

Mr.  Anton  Wurglitz,  a  native  and  citizen  of  Hungary,  in  1851  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  and  resided  there  pntil  1867,  having  in  the 
mean  time  obtained  letters  of  naturalization;  but  in  1867  he  returned 
with  his  family  to  Hungary,  where  he  has  resided  to  the  present  time. 
While  in  America  he  had  three  sous  born,  whom  he  took  with  him  to 
Hungary  from  the  United  States,  viz,  Ludwig,  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  July  16, 1855;  Atilla,  who  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  New  York, 
March  30,  1859 ;  Anton,  born  in  the  same  county,  March  26,  1863. 

Wurglitz  purchased  lands  in  the  county  of  Vas,  in  Raba  Szent  Mihaly, 
and  has  carried  on  his  farm  there  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  paid  taxes, 
and  would  seem  to  have  been  regarded  by  the  citizens  and  oflScials  as 
a  biirger  or  citizen  of  Hungary.  His  name  was  placed  upon  the  list  of 
voters,  and  in  1879  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  town  in  which  he  was 
then  residing  aud  where  he  now  resides,  aud,  thou^rh  he  says  he  pro- 
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tested  against  it,  he  accepted  the  office  and  was  mayor  or  presiding 
officer  of  the  community  for  one  year. 

In  1880  Wurglitz  wrote  a  letter  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Vi- 
enna, Mr.  Kasson,  stating  to  him  that  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1851,  became  a  naturalized  citizen  in  1856,  returned  to  Europe  in  1867, 
having  had  children  born  in  the  United  States,  and  since  1869  had  lived 
as  a  farmer  in  Hungary ;  that  his  son  Atilla,  born  in  New  York  in  1862, 
wished  to  retuni  there  soon  to  live,  and  that  all  his  children  wished 
to  return  there  soon  to  live  in  their  "  native  land.'' 

On  this  statement  Mr.  Kasson  directed  passports  to  be  issued,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  United  States  citizenship  of  the  family 
continued,  though  the  father  did  not  appear  to  intend  personally  to  re- 
turn to  America.  (See  inclosed  letter  of  Mr.  Kasson  to  Anton  Wurg- 
litz of  December  24, 1880,  and  letter  of  Mr.  Kasson  to  Mr.  Evarts  of 
same  date,  published  in  Foreign  Relations  of  United  States  for  1881,  page 
30,  and  the  answer  thereto  by  Mr.  Blaine  of  March  31, 1881,  page  52.) 

He  and  his  family  have  not  returned  to  America,  but  have  continued 
to  reside  in  BabaSzent  Mihaly ;  nor,  has  he  or  either  of  his  sons  ob- 
tained a  passport,  as  advised  by  Mr.  Kasson.  (See  letter  of  Mr.  Kas- 
son.) Ue  attempt^ed  to  register  their  names  in  the  office  of  the  consul 
at  Buda-Pestb  as  American  citizens  in  1880,  soon  after  the  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Kasson,  and  failed  to  have  it  done,  because  he  had  not 
his  naturalization  papers,  and  the  consul,  for  that  reason,  would  not 
allow  it.  In  1882,  however,  through  the  aid  of  the  consul,  ne  obtained 
a  copy  of  his  certificate  of  naturalization  from  Washington,  and  then, 
I  suppose,  did  have  himself  and  sous  registered  as  American  citizens  on 
the  book  of  the  consul. 

In  December,  1879,  the  Diet  of  Hungary  enacted  a  law  by  which 
(section  48)  it  was  provided — 

That  those  persons  should  be  considered  Hangarian  citizens  who  had  lived  in  the 
territory  of  the  provinces  of  the  Hungarian  crown,  up  to  the  coming  in  force  of  said 
law,  at  least  five  vears  without  interruption,  and  were  received  in  a  native  commu- 
nity in  the  list  of  taxpayers,  when  they  do  not  prove  within  one  year,  reckoning 
from  the  coming  in  force  of  this  law,  before  that  district  bureau  or  town  magistrate 
in  whose  territory  their  last  place  of  residence  is,  that  they  have  retained  their  foreign 
citizenship. 

In  1883  his  sou  Antoi\.  who  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
when  by  the  law  of  the  Empire  a  citizen  of  Hungary  is  liable  to  mili- 
tary duty,  was  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and  his  father  protested  on 
account  of  his  American  citizenship.  His  case  was,  through  the  con- 
sul at  Bnda-Pesth,  presented  to  Count  Tisza,  the  secretary  of  the  inte- 
nor  and  minister-president  of  Hungary,  who,  upon  the  statements  and 
evidence  submitted,  and  such  investigations  as  he  deemed  necessary, 
concluded  that  Wurglitz  had  renounced  his  American  citizenship  and 
was  a  citizen  of  Hungary,  under  the  treaty  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  Austria-Hungary,  and  that,  as  the  domicile  and  citizenship 
of  minor  children  follows  that  of  their  father,  their  sons  are  citizens  also 
of  Hungary,  and  subject  also  to  military  duty  under  the  laws  of  the 
Empire. 

An  order  was  accordingly  issued  by  the  Hungarian  Government,  De- 
cember 28, 1883,  to  the  chief  officer  of  the  county,  declaring  that  An- 
ton Wurglitz,  together  with  his  minor  sons,  Atilla,  Anton,  and  William, 
were  Hungarian  citizens. 

From  the  statement  and  opinion  of  Count  Tisza  it  appears  that  not 
only  did  Wurglitz  make  no  proof  and  give  no  notice  to  the  authorities 
in  Hungary,  as  this  law  of  Hungary  required,  but  that  none  of  the  county 
or  municipal  officers  ha^  any  knowledge  that  he  claimed  to  retain  his 
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American  citizenship :  that  be  had  been  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  the 
county  where  he  resided,  had  his  real. estate  there,  had  his  name  in 
the  list  of  tax-payers  and  in  the  list  of  voters,  was  elected  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  town,  accepted  the  office  and  performed  its  duties  for  tlie 
year  1879 ;  that  he  had  claimed  and  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  a  Hunga- 
rian citizen  for  many  years,  and  that  this  course  continu^  until  his  sons 
came  to  the  age  of  military  duty. 

The  question  to  be  determined  is,  whether  under  this  state  of  facts 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  interpose  and  protect 
the  sons  of  Anton  Wurglitz  from  the  performance  of  military  duty  in 
Hungary. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

I  infer  from  the  statement  of  Wurglitz  that,  if  he  had  property  in 
America,  he  had  sold  it,  and  come  to  Hungary,  the  place  of  his  origin, 
and  purchased  a  farm,  on  wliich  he  reared  and  educated  his  children. 
He  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  American  Government,  so  that  no  duty 
toward  that  Government  could  \>o  enforced  against  him.  Twelve  years 
he  lived  in  Hungary  without  giving  any  notice  that  he  claimed  to  be  an 
American  citizen,  had  his  property  there,  was  on  the  tax-list  and  paid 
taxes,  was  put  upon  the  list  of  voters  and  voted,  as  appears  from  his 
letter  just  received  in  answer  to  my  inquiry  on  the  subject.  In  1879, 
the  very  year  in  which  by  the  Hungarian  law  he  was  required  to  give 
notice  to  the  Hungarian  authorities  that  he  had  claimed  foreign  citizen- 
ship, he  was  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  of  burgomaster,  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  town  in  which  he  resided. 
His  statement  to  Mr.  Kasson  in  1880  left  out  the  important  circum- 
stance that  he  was  at  that  time  a  voter  in  the  county  where  he  resided, 
and  holding  office.  Another  circumstance  showing  a  different  case  from 
that  which  he  presented  to  Mr.  Kasson  in  1880  is  that,  although  he  in- 
formed Mr.  Kasson  that  his  sous  considered  America  as  their  home, 
and  were  soon  going  to  America,  neither  he  nor  either  of  them  have 
gone,  but  they  have  chosen  to  incur  the  risk  of  being  claimed  as  sol- 
diers here  rather  than  go  to  America. 

I  have  taken  legal  advice,  and  have  myself  examined  the  laws  of 
Hungary  as  to  the  question  whether  citizenship  is  a  necessary  prerequi- 
site to  voting  and  holding  office  in  Hungary.  The  conclusion  is  that 
the  statutes  of  Hungary  require  that  all  voters  should  be  citizens.  Some 
classes  of  citizens  are  not  entitled  to  vote,  but  voters  must  be  citizens. 
The  fact,  therefore,  that  Wurglitz  voted  at  the  elections  of  members  of 
the  IS'ational  Legislature  and  at  local  elections,  and  held  the  office  of 
presiding  officer  of  the  town,  is  incompatible  with  his  claim  to  retain  his 
American  citizenship. 

Nor  can  we  overlook  the  circumstance  that  the  Grovemment  of 
Hungairy,  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  had  voluntarily  placed  himself,  pro- 
vided a  mode  in  which  he  could  assert  his  foreign  citizenship,  and  de- 
clared that  unless  such  provision  was  complied  with  he  should  be  con- 
sidered and  treated  as  a  citizen  of  Hungary.  He  had  totally  failed  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  that  law. 

Meantime  he  and  his  sons  have  been  judicially  declared  by  the 
authorities  of  Hungary,  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  were,  to  be  citizens 
of  Hungary,  and  that  declaration  was  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  in- 
terior and  minister-president,  who  is  by  the  law  of  Hungary  author- 
ized to  decide  such  questions. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  Wurglitz  has  so  far  renounced  his  Ameri- 
can and  resumed  his  original  Hungarian  citizenship,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  article  4  of  the  treaty  of  September  20, 1870  (17  U.  S.  Statutes 
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at  Large,  836),  "  as  to  absolve  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
from  the  obligation  to  protect  him  as  a  citizen  while  he  remains  in  his 
native  land.'' 

The  sons  are  minors,  or  if  either  of  them  has  attained  his  majority 
it  has  been  in  Hungary,  and  their  condition  as  to  citizenship  and  alle- 
giance must  be  held  to  follow  that  of  their  father.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  decide  what  wonld  be  the  condition  of  Wnrglitz  and  his  sons  if  they 
were  actually  in  the  United  States  with  the  purpose  of  there  remain- 
ing. 

Without  desiring  to  prolong  this  dispatch,  I  wish  only  to  add,  that  I 
have  found  the  Oovernment  of  this  realm  candid  and  just  in  meeting 
the  questions  arising  under  the  naturalization  treaty. 

While,  therefore,  I  would  maintain  with  energy  and  decision  the  rights 
of  our  foreign-born  citizens  under  the  treaty,  I  am  reluctant  to  insist 
upon  such  a  construction  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  as  may  facilitate 
the  accomplishment  of  a  fraud  upon  either  Government,  which  certainly 
was  not  intended  by  either. 

I  should  have  acted  upon  the  view  of  this  case  which  I  have  herein 
expressed,  and  so  answered  the  communications  of  Wurglitz  and  the 
consul  at  Buda-Pesth,  had  it  not  appeared  from  the  letters  of  Wurglitz 
that  he  had  written  to  you  on  the  same  subject,  and,  as  I  am  not  fully  in- 
formed what  papers  he  may  have  submitt/Cd  to  yon,  and  as  I  should  be 
unwilling  to  come  in  conflict  with  any  opinions  which  you  might  come 
to  upon  the  statement  he  may  have  made,  I  have  thought  it  expedient 
to  communicate  my  view  of  the  case  to  you  in  the  first  instance  for 
your  approval  or  correction. 
I  have,  &c., 

ALPHONSO  TAFT. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Taft  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  140.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  May  13, 1884.    (Received  May  26.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  case  of  Vitus  Taxacher,  who  was 
released  fix)m  military  service  here  on  my  application.  The  principle 
on  which  the  case  turns  had  been  recently  discussed  with  the  foreign 
office  of  this  Empire,  but  I  think  that  this  is  the  first  case  which  has 
arisen  where  the  facts  directly  involved  the  point  and  were  acted  upon. 

Taxacher  was  summoned  for  examination  for  military  service,  being 
of  the  proper  age,  and  was  found  not  then  competent,  but  was  ordered 
to  return  in  one  year  for  further  examination.  During  that  year  he 
emigrated  to  America,  and  there  remained  long  enough  to  be  natural- 
ized. 

Afterwards  he  came  back  to  his  native  home  in  Austria  to  visit  his 
relations,  where  he  was  immediately  enrolled  in  the  Austrian  army  and 
made  to  serve  as  a  soldier. 

After  he  had  been  some  months  in  the  service,  he,  through  an  attor- 
ney, applied  to  me  to  know  whether  he  had  any  remedy. 

I  presented  the  case  to  the  foreign  office  in  a  dispatch,  a  copy  of 
which  I  inclose,  and  received  an  answer  thereto,  the  letter  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state  of  the  Empire,  of  which  I  also  inclose  a  copy.    Agree- 
ably thereto  Taxacher  was  promptly  discharged. 
I  have,  &c., 

ALPHONSO  TAFT. 
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[Inclosiire  1  in  No.  140.] 
Mr.  Taft  to  Count  Kalnoky. 

Lkqation  of  the  United  States, 

nenna,  November  16,  1883. 

Your  Excellency:  There  has  been  presented  to  the  undersized,  minister  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  a  complaint,  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  asking  the 
undersigned  to  apply  to  the  Austro-Hangarian  Government  for  the  release  from  mili- 
tary serrice  in  the  Austrian  army,  of  Vitus  Taxacher.  The  case,  as  stated,  is  that  Tax- 
acher,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  the  month  of  April,  1874,  was  examined  before  this 
Government  for  military  service  and  found  incapable,  but  ordered  to  return  a  year 
after  for  a  second  examination  :  that  during  the  year  he  emigrated  to  America,  and 
there  remained  eight  years  and  became  duly  naturalized  as  an  American  citizen,  as 
evidenced  by  the  duly  authenticated  certificate  of  his  naturalization,  which  is  here- 
with inclosed.  That  in  June,  18t:j3,  be  returned  to  visit  his  father  in  Bohemia,  where 
he  was  arrested  and  subjected  tc»  military  service,  and  has  been  several  months  so 
detained  against  his  will. 

I  respe<jtrally  submit  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  September  20,  1870, 
he  is  entitled  to  be  released,  as  he  was  not  at  the  time  of  his  emigration  enrolled  as 
a  recruit,  nor  did  he  fall  within  any  other  of  the  conditions  of  clauses  1, 2, 3,  of  Article 

11  of  said  treaty,  which  enumerate  the  cases  in  which  an  American  naturalized  citizen 
who  has  emigrated  from  Austria-Hungary  can  be  called  to  account  on  his  return  to 
this  Empire  lor  a  violation  of  his  military  obligations  to  this  Grovemment. 

I  avail  myself,  &c., 

ALPHONSO  TAl?"r. 


[Inclosore  2  in  No.  140.] 

Mr,  Paseiti  to  Mr.  Taft. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Vienna^  January  15,  1884. 
The  imperial-royal  ministry  of  foreign  afifairs  has  not  failed  to  institute  inquiries, 
after  having  received  the  esteemed  note  of  November  16, 1883,  numbered  F.  O.  58,  the 
inclosures  of  which  are  herewith  returned,  concerning  the  claim  of  Vitus  Taxacher, 
and  now  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  Mr.  Alphonso  Taft,  that  investigations  show 
that  the  above  named,  after  a  sojourn  of  five  vears  in  the  United  States  of  Amerioa, 
has  acquired  his  citizenship  there  in  the  year  1881,  a  fact  which  was  unknown  to  the 
imperial-royal  authorities  at  the  time  they  enrolled  him  in  the  army;  that  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  and  in  conformity  with  Articles  I  and  II  of  the  treaty  of  September 
20,  1870  (R.  G.  B.  No.  74,  ex.  1881),  he  has  been  discharged  from  the  ranks  of  the  im- 
perial-royal army. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself,  &c., 

M.  PASETTI. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  FreKnghuysen  to  Mr.  Francis. 

No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  7,  1884. 

Sir:  It  appears  by  a  cable  dispatch  published  in  a  morning  journal 
of  New  York  on  the  17tli  ultimo  that  the  Austrian  Government  has 
adopted  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  Mormon  proselytizing,  and  that  the 
Vienna  police  have  been  ordered  to  arrest  all  Mormon  missionaries 
engaged  in  obtaining  converts  and  immigrants  for  Utah. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Mormons,  exercising  polygamy  and  making  it  a  part 
of  their  religious  creed,  constantly  increase  in  number  by  reason  of  ac- 
cessions from  Europe  recruited  by  emissaries  from  Utah  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, any  steps  taken  by  the  Austrian  authorities  to  repress  the  organ- 
ization of  these  unlawful  enterprises  by  agents  who  are  thus  operating 
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beyond  the  reach  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  should  be  promptly 
recognized  as  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  morality. 
^Yon  are  instructed,  therefore,  to  make  an  official  investigation  in  the 
premises,  to  ascertain  whether  any  steps  having  such  an  object  in  view 
have  been  taken  by  the  Austrian  authorities. 

In  case  you  find  that  such  steps  have  been  taken,  you  are  directed  to 
promptly  recognize  the  act  in  the  sense  indicated,  and  rei)ort  the  cir- 
cumstances in  full  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

FREDK.  T.  FEELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  10. 

Mr.  Taft  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  155.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  August  12, 1884.    (Received  August  25.) 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  numbered  89  and  dated  July  28 
last,  and  have  today  called  upon  his  excellency  Count  Kalnoky,  the 
secretary  of  foreign  affaii*s,  from  whom  I  learn  that  the  laws  of  the 
Empire  prohibit  the  going  round  of  agents  for  the  purpose  of  prose- 
lyting to  Mormonism  and  leading  people  away  under  that  pretext,  and 
that  the  Government  enforces  the  law  whenever  it  finds  that  it  has 
been  or  is  likely  to  be  violated. 

This  Government  sympathizes  with  that  of  the  United  States  in  its 
efforts  to  put  a  stop  to  the  bigamous  practices  of  the  Mormons  in  the 
United  States. 

I  have,  therefore,  as  instructed  by  your  dispatch,  communicated  to 
the  Government  of  this  Empire,  through  Count  Kalnoky,  your  apprecia- 
tion of  these  measures  taken  by  this  Government,  by  a  letter  of  this 
date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  yours,  to  which  this  is  an  answer. 

Count  Kalnoky  remarked,  in  the  course  of  the  interview,  that  he  did 
not  think  that  there  were  many  persons  in  this  Empire  who  were  led 
away  by  the  Mormon  superstition. 
I  am,  &c., 

ALPHONSO  TAFT. 


No.  11. 


Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

I  . 
No.  8.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Yiennay  September  24,  1884.  (Received  October  11.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  No.  2,  of  the  date  of  August  7,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  on  the  15th  instant  I  called  upon  Count  Szogy6nyi, 
chief  of  section  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  and  drew  his  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  treated  of  in  the  above  instruction,  namely,  the  re- 
ported action  of  the  Austrian  authorities  to  repress  the  proselytizing 
efforts  of  Mormon  emissaries  to  obtain  recruits  in  this  country  with  a 
view  to  their  emigration  to  the  United  States.  My  predecessor,  Mr. 
Taft,  who  received  from  the  Department  similar  instructions  in  your 
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^o.  89,  dated  July  28,  had  already  taken  action  in  compliance  there- 
with, as  set  forth  in  his  No.  155  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  dated  Angust  12. 

In  my  interview  with  Count  Szogy^nyi  I  remarked  that,  if  conven- 
ient, I  would  be  glad  to  have  furnished  me  a  written  authoritative 
statement  on  the  subject,  pointing  out  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  by  His  Majesty's  Government  for  the  repression  of  Mormon 
proselytizing  and  recruiting  in  His  Majesty's  Empire  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  accessions  by  emigration  to  the  polygamous  sect  in  the  United 
States,  and  any  action  that  may  have  been  taken  by  the  Austrian  an- 
thorities  in  pursuance  of  these  measures.  Count  Szogy^nyi  replied 
that  he  would  cheerfully  furnish  the  desired  statement,  which  was  de- 
livered to  me  on  the  19th  instant. 

I  herewith  inclose  copy  of  his  excellency's  note  containing  it,  with 
translation  of  the  same.  I  also  inclose  copy  of  my  reply  to  this  note, 
wherein  I  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  your  instruction  to  promptly 
recognize  the  act  of  the  Austrian  Government,  if  steps  had  been  taken 
by  it  to  prevent  the  recruiting  of  Mormons  in  this. country  for  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States,  as  a  measure  in  the  interest  of  peace  and 
morality. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FEANCIS. 


Count  Szogy^nyi  to  Mr.  Francis. 
[Traiiftlation.J 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Vienna^  September  18,  1884. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  the  Hon.  Alphonso  Taft,  dated  Angast  12,  whether  an  ac- 
count published  by  some  American  papers  conceruiug  measures  taken  by  the  Austrian 
authorities  against  proselytizing  for  the  Mormons  was  founded  on  facts,  the  imx>erial- 
royal  ministry  of  foreign  altairs  begs  to  communicate  the  following  to  the  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  iStates  of  America,  Mr.  J.  if. 
Francis: 

On  the  receipt  of  a  note  by  Mr.  Kassou,  then  envoy  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, dated  September  3,  1879,  the  ministry  of  the  interior,  after  consulting  the  im- 
perial-royal ministry  for  worship  and  instruction,  directed  the  attention  of  all  the 
neads  of  the  provincial  governments  to  the  sending  of  Mormon  agents  to  the  differ- 
ent states  of  Europe,  and  called  upon  these  authorities  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon 
them  and  to  issue  such  orders  to  their  subordinates  as  would  suppress  all  possible  re- 
cruiting  for  the  Mormons  by  all  lawful  means. 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  the  police  at  Prague  arrested,  in  March  of  the  present 
year,  a  Mormon  agent  named  Thomas  Biesinger,  trom  Lebi,  Utah  Territory,  in  North 
America,  because  he  had  persuaded  people  to  Join  the  Mormons  during  his  stay  at 
Prague. 

On  Biesinger's  arrest,  March  31,  a  number  of  Mormon  books,  pamphlets,  and  peri- 
odicals were  found  on  him,  as  well  as  a  diary  written  in  English,  which  ^contained 
memoranda  concerning  his  mission  and  its  successes  since  he  left  Lehi,  in  Ostober, 
1883. 

There  was  also  found  on  him,  and  seized,  a  document  showing  Biesinger  to  have 
been  appointed  as  chief  agent  of  the  Mormons  for  Austria. 

On  Biesinger's  trial,  he  was  sentenced  by  the  provincial  court  at  Prague,  on  May  5, 
1884,  to  one  month's  imprisoumeut  and  a  fine  of  five  florins,  for  encouragement  of  a 
religious  creed  not  sanctioned  by  the  state. 

The  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Thomas  Biesinger,  having  at  the  time  been  com- 
mented upon  by  the  newspapers,  has  probably  given  rise  to  a  cable  telegram  to  a  New 
York  newspaper  touching  the  measures  recently  adopted  by  the  imperial-royal  au- 
thorities for  the  suppression  of  proselytizing  for  the  Mormons. 

The  Imperial-Royal  Qovemment  will  not  fail  in  future  to  watch  all  similar  attempts 
to  enlist  recruits  for  the  ranks  of  the  Mormonsj  which  constitute  furthermore  an  in- 
fringement of  the  laws  of  the  country,  in  that  it  is  an  organized  method  of  inducing 
people  to  emigrate. 

The  undersigned  avails,  &c.. 

SZOGYfiNYI. 
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Mr,  Francis  to  Count  Szogy4nyi. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  September  22, 18d4. 
Tour  Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excel- 
lencv's  note,  No.  21203,  of  the  date  of  September  18,  IUSA,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by 
the  Hon.  Alpbonso  Taft,  in  a  note  dated  August  12,  whether  an  account  published 
by  some  American  papers  concerning  measures  taken  by  the  Austrian  authorities 
against  proselytizing  lor  the  Mormons  were  founded  ou  facts. 

Tour  excellency's  lucid  statement  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Uov^mment  of 
His  Imperial-Eoyal  Apostolic  Majesty  to  suppress  all  possible  recruiting  for  the  Mor- 
mons by  all  lawful  means,  together  with  the  detailed  account  of  the  action  taken  in 
March  last  by  the  authorities  of  Prague  iu  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  chief 
a^nt  of  the  Mormons  for  Austria,  one  Thomas  Biesinger,  from  Lehi,  Utah  Territory, 
Imlted  States  of  America,  affords  evidence  of  the  commendable  and  efficient  efforts  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  peace  and  morality. 

In  this  sense  I  am  instructed  by  my  Government  to  recognize  the  action  referred  to 
of  His  Migesty's  Government,  and  to  express  its  sincere  gratification  that  such  praise- 
worthy action  has  been  taken. 
I  avail,  ^c, 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  12. 


Mr.  Francis  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  24.]  Legation  of  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Vienna^  November  5, 1884.    (Received  November  24.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department,  under  separate 
cover,  an  official  detailed  statement  of  the  public  debt  of  Austria  on 
June  30,  1884,  compared  with  that  of  December  31, 1883,  as  published 
by  Uie  committee  of  control  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

The  following  are  the  chief  items,  the  smaller  figures  marked  +  or 
—  representing,  the  former  increase,  the  latter  decrease,  in  the  aggre- 
gate amounts  during  the  six  months. 


Common  debt. 


Nature  of  debt. 


AnatrlAn  debt 


Amount. 


Increase 
or  decrease. 


Amount. 


Increase 
or  decrease. 


Total 


Amount. 


I    Increase 
,or  decrease. 


A.  Consolidated  debt : 

1.  Irredeemable  — 

2.  Redeemable 

Total  oonsolidated 
debt 

B.  Floating  debt 

C.  Capitalized  indemni> 
fication  rentes 

n.  Capitalized  debt  to 
the  Bararian  Govern- 
ment 

Total  debt 


Fiorina.         Florins. 
2, 885, 300, 000  +14, 600, 000 
298.000,000-  4,800,000 


OOOi-r 


2,688,900, 
88.300,000 

12,200,000 


1,700,000 


2,786,200.000 


Florim. 
426, 700, 000 
103,500,000 


Flonnt. 
+81,700,000 


9. 800, 000' 
-25, 600, 000 


+35, 800, 000 


530,300,000+31.700,000 
1,500.006 


581, 700, 000 


+81,700,000 


Florins.      !    Fhrint. 
2, 812, 000, 000  +46, 300,  OOO 
402,100,000-  4,800,000 


8,214,100,000 
89,800,000 

12.200.000 


1, 700, 000 


8, 817, 900, 000 


+41, 500, 000 
-26,500.000 


+67.000.000 


The  total  debt  was,  therefore,  at  the  close  of  last  June,  3,117,900,000 
florins,  being  an  increase  of  67,000,000  since  December  31, 1883.  This 
increase  resulted  mainly  from  the  emission  of  31.700,000  5  per  cent. 
Aastrian  paper  rentes  to  cover  the  deficit  of  the  budget,  the  issue  of 
14,600,000  irredeemable  obligations,  as  well  as  25,500,000  of  the  circu- 
lation of  ^'  Salmen  rentes.'' 
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The  yearly  interest  accraing  on  the  debt  amounted  to  137,600,000 
florins,  of  which  76,800,000  were  paper,46,200,000  in  silver,  and  13,600,000 
in  gold. 

The  following  table  presents  the  character  of  the  bonds  issued,  the 
amount  and  interest  of  each,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1884,  com- 
pared with  December  31, 1883 : 


Capit«lised  debt.  '  Interest  required. 


Obligation,.  ,^^^^  j^  lDeo.^r31. \  j„„„^ ^^ 


I      Florins.      I      Florin*.  Florint. 

4.2 per  cent,  paper ,1,387,300.000  |  -fl4,000,000  !  58,800,000 

4.2  per  cent.  aUver 997.600,000  |        4«00,000,  41,900,000 

4 per  cent,  gold 340,900,000    13,600,000 

5  per  cent  paper '    154,000.000  i  -f31, 700, 000  t        7,700,000 


December  81, 


Ftarint. 
+600,  00» 


+1,600,  0«0 


Total 2,879,600,000     446,300,000  i    121,600,000     .  4-2,200,000 


In  the  foregoing  statement  of  public  debt  is  not  included  a  sum  of 
135,300,000  florins  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  titles,  which  decreased 
during  the  first  half  year  of  1884  some  5,000,000  florins. 

The  necessary  interest  on  this  fund  is  yearly  over  7,000,000  florins. 
The  circulation  of  the  paper  state  notes  at  the  end  of  June,  1884,  was 
325,400,000  florins. 

It  should  be  understood  that  of  the  common  debt  Hungary  is  obliged 
to  pay  about  30  per  cent,  of  the  interest  required,  and  that  she  has  her 
own  separate  and  distinct  debt,  the  latest  data  of  which,  as  given  in  the 
very  accurate  publication,  "  The  Compass,^  are  as  follows : 

Irredeemable  debt,  1882 573,300,000 

Redeemable  debt 383,900,000 

Redemption  of  land  titles 214,400,000 

Total 1.171,600,000 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the  present  quotations  of  Austrian  and 
Hungarian  bonds,  which  on  the  28tli  ultimo  were  as  follows : 

Florins. 

Austro-Hangarian  4.2  per  cent,  paper 81. 00 

Anstro-Hungarian  4.2  per  cent,  silver 82. 15 

Anstrian  4  per  cent,  gold^ 103. 50 

Austrian  5  per  cent,  silver 96. 10 

Hungarian  6  per  cent,  gold 123. 15 

Hungarian  4  per  cent,  gold 93.  40 

Hungarian  5  per  cent,  paper 88.55 

Aggregate  indebttdnesB, 

Florins. 

Debt  of  Austria 3,117.900,000 

Debt  of  Hungary 1,171,600,000 

Total  June  30,  1884 *4, 289, 300, 000 

Adding  to  this  provincial  and  municipal  indebtedness,  estimated 
at  300,000,000  florins,  or   $120,000,000,  makes   a  total   aggregate  of 
$1,835,800,000  indebtedness,  as  above. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 

'Equivalent  (40  cents  to  the  florin)  to  $1,715,800,000  United  States  currency. 
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No.  13. 
Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  27.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  November  13, 1884.    (Received  December  1.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  summary  of  what  is 
known  as  the  general  budget  of  Austria-Hungary  for  1885,  which  was 
recently  submitted  to  the  Delegations  now  in  session  at  Buda-Pesth. 
This  budget  embraces  estimates  common  to  both  parts  of  the  Empire — 
Austria  and  Hungary — and  includes  for  expenditures  the  ministry  of 
foreign  affairs,  the  ministry  of  war,  and  the  ministry  of  finances,  only 
so  far  as  there  are  disbursements  on  account  of  the  first  two  objects 
named.  The  revenues  enumerated  embrace  certain  income  taxes  and 
receipts  of  cudtoms.  The  chief  items  in  the  common  estimates  are: 
Ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  4,330,700  florins,  an  increase  over  1884  of 
58,800  florins,  the  increase  being  intended  to  improve  the  salaries  in 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  service;  ministry  of  war,  112,973,724 
florins;  for  the  standing  army,  102,235,135  florins;  navy,  10,738,589 
florins,  a  slight  variation  from  the  figures  of  last  year.  The  revenues 
eDumerated  amount  to  only  21,590,650  fiorins,  and,  after  deducting  this 
amount  from  the  expenditures,  there  remains  a  balance  of  97,862,860 
florins  to  be  provided  for  by  Austria  and  Hungary,  respectively. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  a  summary  of  the  budget  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Hungary  for  1885,  recently  presented  to  the  Hungarian  Parliament  at 
Boda-Pesth.  by  the  Hungarian  minister  of  finance. 

The  royal  household  expenses  are  4,650,000  florins ;  common  affairs, 
28,530,079  florins ;  state  debts,  105,647,947  florins.  The  ordinary  ex- 
penditure aggregates  308,776,270  florins,  or  10,463,358  florins  more  than 
inl884. 

The  chief  items  of  the  increase  are  1,864,964  florins  more  for  interest 
on  the  debt  (representing  the  interest  on  the  paper  rentes  to  be  issued), 
4,932,267  florins  more  for  state  railways,  and  4,326,506  florins  more  for 
advances  to  railways.  The  ordinary  revenue  for  1885  is  estimated  at 
313,825,017  florins,  or  15,288,915  florins  more  than  in  1884.  The  total 
expenditure  is  set  at  337,993,528  florins,  or  5,450,169  florins  more  than 
in  1884,  and  the  total  revenue  at  326,317,695  florins,  or  14,436,515  florins 
more  than  this  year.  The  deficit  is,  therefore,  11,675,833  florins,  or 
8,986,346  florins  less  than  this  year. 

Five  hundred  thousand  florins  more  than  this  year's  yield  are  ex- 
pected from  the  proceeds  of  the  tobacco  monopoly,  and  200,000  florins 
more  from  salt.  The  revenue  of  the  state  domains  is  less  than  the 
expenditure,  the  former  being  1,346,943  florins  and  the  latter  3,300,836 
florins,  but  the  deflciency  is  less  than  last  year. 

The  duty  on  spirits  is  estimated  to  yield  3,000,000  florins  more ;  that 
on  wines,  70,000  florins  more ;  that  on  beer,  100,000  florins  more;  and 
that  on  sugar,  400^000  florins  more.  The  whole  of  the  indirect  taxes 
are  expected  to  produce  3,500,000  florins  more  than  in  1884. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  tiie  state  railways,  larger  returns  are  cal- 
culated upon,  and  there  are  3,000,000  florins  less  to  be  paid  in  railway 
guarantees.  The  revenue  fr*om  customs  is,  in  consequence  of  the  higher 
duties  which  are  soon  to  come  into  operation,  estimated  at  45,000,000 
florins,  instead  of  25,000,000  florins. 

In  the  complicated  dual  Oovemment  of  Austria-Hungary  three  dis- 
tmctive  financial  budgets  are  annually  constructed,  namely,  the  com- 
mon budget  for  the  two  powers,  the  budget  for  Hungary  in  its  in- 
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dependent  relations  as  a  state,  and  the  budget  of  Austria,  embracing 
the  remainder  of  the  Empire.    The  latter  will  appear  soon  after  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Austrian  Parliament  here,  a  few  weeks  hence. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


Esiimatea  for  1886  common  to  both  parte  of  the  Empire  of  Auatrici-Hungary. 

REQUIREMENTS. 

Ministry  of  forei£:n  affairs :  Fiorina. 

Central  directory , 550,000.00 

Political  information,  not  specially  to  be  accounted  for 500,  OOO.  00 

Diplomatic  expenses 1,256,700.00 

Consular  expenses 774,000.  00 

Subsidy  paid  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  Lloyd  Steamship  Com- 
pany    1,300,000.00 

Total 4,380,700.00 

Miaistry  of  war : 

Standing  army 102,235,135.00 

Navy 10,738,589.00 

Total 112,973,724.00 

Ministry  of  finances : 

Director  and  comptroller's  office 126,516.00 

Pensions  and  auditor's  office 1,97*^570.00 

Total 2,099,086.00 

REVENUES. 

Ministry  of  foreign  affairs : 

Income  tax  of  diplomatic  corps 15,350.00 

Consular  fees  and  income  tax 121,650.00 

Austro-Hungarian  Lloyd ^ 467,200.00 

Total 604,200.00 

Ministry  of  war: 

Standing  army  (taxes) 2,449,399. 00 

Navy  (taxes) 100,000.00 

Total 2.549,399.00 

Ministry  of  finances : 

Income  tax  of  pensioners  living  abroad 2,311.00 

Receipts  fh>m  customs,  estimated,  49,612,840  florins ;  deducting  cost 
of  collection,  at  1,850,000  florins,  and  excise  duty  refund^  on 
export  of  sugar,  beer,  and  liquors,  28,728,100  florins,  and  the  sum 
stipulated  to  be  paid  to  Bosnia  and  Herzegovino  as  indemnity, 

600, 000  florins,  leaves  net  receipts  from  customs 18, 434, 740. 00 

Total 18,437,051.00 

BALANCE. 

Total  sum  required 119,453,510.00 

Total  sum  of  revenues 21,590,650.00 

To  be  provided  for 97,862,860.00 

From  whicn  laat  sum  must  be  deducted,  first  of  all,  2  per  cent,  charge- 
able to  the  Hungarian  state  treasury 1,957,257.20 

Balance  to  be  provided  for 95,905,602.80 

Of  .which  Austria  pays  70  per  cent 67,133,921.96 

And  Hungary  30  per  cent 28,771,680.84 
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Estimates  for  1885 /ot-  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary. 

ORDINARY  EXPENSES. 

Florius. 

Royal  household 1 4,650,000.00 

Privy  council 75,012.00 

Parhament 1,23^,254.00 

Common  affairs 28,530,079.00 

Pensions 4,523,951.00 

State  dehts 105,547,947.00 

Guaranteed  interest  to  railways : .  18, 757, 869. 00 

Administration  of  Croatia  and  Slavouia 6,  Oil,  408.  00 

State  treasury 110,100.00 

Minister  presidency 333,930.00 

Imperial  ministry 54, 275. 00 

Ministry  of  finances 56,310,867.00 

Ministry  of  the  interior 10,168,429.00 

Ministry  of  communications * 38, 497, 493. 00 

Ministry  of  agriculture  and  commerce 10. 048, 806. 00 

Ministry  of  worship  and  instruction 5, 515, 231. 00 

Ministry  of  justice 10,918,688.00 

Mini^ry  of  public  defense 7,447,  151.00 

Ministry  of  Croatia  and  Dalmatia  and  Slavonia 36, 080. 00 

Total 308,776,270.00 

TRANSITORY  EXPENSES. 

Imperial  ministry 2.000.00 

Minister  of  interior 49,978.00 

Minister  of  finances 842,697.00 

Ministry  of  agriculture  and  commerce 468,450.00 

Ministry  of  worship  and  instruction 138,452.00 

Ministry  of  public  defense 499,000.00 

Total 2,000,577.00 

INVESTMENTS. 

Building  house  of  Parliament 800,000.00 

Minister-prenidency 5, 000. 00 

Ministry  of  interior 14, 487. 0 

Ministry  of  finances 7,483,904.00 

Ministry  of  communications ^ 13, 905, 960. 00 

Ministry  of  agriculture  and  commerce 563,500.00 

Ministry"  of  worship  and  instruction 148,025.00 

Ministry  of  justice  ...i 100,000.00 

Totol 23,020.876.00 

Extraordinary  expenses  common  to  both  parts  of  the  Empire 4,  195, 805. 00 

ORDINARY  RECEIPTS. 

State  debts 16,004,863.00 

State  treasury 1,770,00 

Ministry  of  the  imperial  house 300. 00 

Ministrv  of  the  interior •. 805, 210. 00 

Ministry  of  finances 250,425,946.00 

Ministry  of  communications 35,021,818.00 

MiniBtr>'  of  agriculture  and  commerce 10, 114, 223. 00 

Ministry  of  worship  and  instruction 535,T39.00 

Ministry  ofjustice 644,935.00 

Ministry  of  public  defense 270,213.00 

Total i 313,825,017.00 

2f  R 
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TRANSITORY  RECEIPTS. 

Florins. 

liinistry  of  interior 11,243.  Ofr 

Ministry  of  finances 12,081,435.00 

Ministry  of  agriculture  and  corameroe 400, 000. 00 

Total 12,492,678.00 

BALANCE. 

Ordinary  expenses 308,776,270.00 

Transitory  expenses 2,000,577.00 

Investments 23,020,876.00 

Extraordinary  expenses* 4,195,805.00 

Total 3.37,993,528.00 

Ordinary  receipts 313,825,017.00 

Transitory  receipts 12,492,678.00 

Total 326,317,695.00 

Total  expenditures 337,993,528.00 

Total  receipts 326,317,695.00 

Deficit 11,675,833.00 


COREESPONDENCE   WITH    THE    LEGATION  OF   AUSTRIA- 
HUNGARY  AT  WASHINGTON. 

No^U. 

Baron  Schaeffer  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  August  23, 1884.    (Received  August  23.) 

Sir:  Mr.  Schamberg,  the  imperial-royal  A ustro  Hungarian  consul  in 
Pittsburgh,  hoisted  on  the  18th  instant  our  national  flag  over  the  door 
of  the  consulate,  in  honor  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  King  of  Hungary.  The  chief 
of  the  police  in  the  above  city,  Mr.  Braun,  peremptorily  ordered  our 
consul  to  take  the  flag  down,  by  referring  to  local  regulations  which 
forbid  the  hanging  out  of  swinging  signals  as  street  obstructions. 

Mr.  Schamberg,  in  virtue  of  our  treaty  right  of  1870  (Article  IV),  cor- 
rectly refused  to  obey  the  orders,  and  the  flag  remained  floating  till  sun- 
set. 

As  the  facts  came  to  my  notice  through  newspaper  reports,  I  was  not 
able  to  exercise  any  official  interference  before  I  got  the  official  consular 
report.  But  nevertheless  I  called  officieusement  upon  the  First  Assist- 
ant Secretary,  Mr.  Davis,  on  the  21st  August,  who,  as  usual,  received 
me  very  courteously  and  disapproved  without  hesitation  the  conduct 
of  the  chief  of  the  police  on  aecount  of  his  ignorance,  but  did  not  thinJc 
it  necessary  to  write  privately  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  being  sure 
that  the  matter,  while  we  are  speaking  about  it,  will  have  been  satis- 
factorily settled.  EBOCE 

Now  in  possession  of  an  official  consular  report  which  states  that  tke 
flag  remained  untouched,  I  should  have  liked  to  attribute  the  conduct 
of  the  chief  of  the  police  to  simple  ignorance  and  to  drop  the  whole 
aftair;  but  the  further  proceedings  of  this  officer  urge  me  to  enter  pro- 
test against  them.  Having  been  once  informed  of  our  treaty  right,  he 
should  have  frankly  declared  his  ignorance  of  international  courtesy 
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and  to  be  excased  of  the  mistake  he  made.    Contrary  to  that,  he  went 
.  so  &r  as  to  sue  the  consul  for  infringement  of  the  local  laws  by  dis- 
obeying his  orders,  and  to  demand  even  the  arrest  of  this  gentleman. 

lie  excuse  made,  as  I  was  told,  by  the  said  chief,  "that  if  he  had 
known  the  hoisting  of  the  flag  to  be  in. honor  of  our  Emperor'^s  birth- 
day he  would  hare  left  unnoticed  the  matter,"  is  really  childish. 

We  stood  upon  our  treaty  right,  and  it  is  no  concern  for  the  local 
police  to  examine  for  what  purpose  we  think  proper  to  hoist  our^ag. 

You  will,  therefore,  be  so  kind,  as  a  higher  authority,  to  cause  the 
chief  of  the  police  in  Pittsburgh,  having  acted  ofl&cially ,  to  be  also  oflScially 
and  severely  reprimanded,  and  to  instruct  the  local  authorities  with  re- 
spect of  the  treaty  rights  and  international  courtesy ;  which  lesson 
would,  as  it  seems,  do  them  much  good  and  avoid  in  future  disagreeable 
tronbles. 

In  brief,  considering  the  most  friendly  relations  which  happily  exist 
between  the  two  great  powers,  I  venture  to  ask  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment nothing  more  than  what  you  would  have  asked  of  ours  if  the 
Austrian  police  had  acted  in  the  same  way  in  a  similar  case  against  an 
American  consul  in  our  country. 
Accept,  &c., 

SOHAEFFER. 


No.  16. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Baron  Sehasffer. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  23,  1884. 
Babom  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
this  date  in  relation  to  an  occurrence  which  took  place  in  Pittsburgh  on 
the  18th  instant,  when  the  chief  of  police  of  that  city  is  alleged  to  have 
forbidden  the  display  of  the  Austrian  flag  upon  the  consulate  there. 

I  shall  immediately  take  steps  to  cause  an  official  investigation  of  the 
matter,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  I  shall  communicate  to  you  further, 
not  doubting  that  a  satisfactory  result  will  be  reached. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  remark  incidentally  that  our  conversation  on 
the  2l8't  instant  was  based  entirely  upon  a  newspaper  report,  and  in 
what  was  then  said  I  did  not  understand  that  either  you  or  I  intended 
in  any  way  to  express  an  official  opinion  in  the  absence  of  a  definite 
and  trustworthy  statement  of  the  facts. 
Accept,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  16. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Baron  Schaeffer. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  12,  1884. 
Babok:  Referring  to  the  note  of  this  Department  addressed  to  you 
on  tte  23d  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
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his  excellency  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  statement  of 
the  m^yor  of  Pittsburgh  which  accompanied  the  same,  in  reference  to 
the  misunderstanding  of  the  chief  of  police  touching  the  right  of  the 
Austro  Hungarian  consul  there  to  exhibit  his  official  flag. 

It  appears  that  no  insult  wai§  expressed,  implied,  or  intended  in  the 
case;  and  now  that  the  local  authorities  have  been  made  aware  of  the 
full  extent  of  consular  rights  under  the  treaties,  it  is  presumed  that  all 
due  d^erence  will  be  paid  to  them  in  future. 
Accept,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary, 


riuclosare.] 

(rovei^nor  Pattison  to  Jfr.  Frelinyhuysen, 

Harrisburg,  September  5,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  herewith  to  transmit  to  yon  the  reply  of  the  Hon.  A.  Fultoa  , 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  insnlt  offered  by  th© 
chief  of  the  police  force  of  that  citj  to  the  representative  of  the  Austrian  Government 
and  its  flag.    In  this  reply  you  will  observe  that  your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo  to  me 
on  the  same  subject  was  laid  before  his  honor  Mayor  Fulton. 
Awaiting  your  further  pleasure  in  the  matter, 
I  have,  &c., 

ROBT.  E.  PATTISON, 

Governor. 


Mr.  FuJtoH  to  (rovernor  Vattuon. 

PiTTSBUKGH,  Mayor's  Offick,  Sept&nihtr  A^  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  date 
August  29,  1884,  as  also  communication  from  the  Department  of  State,  at  Washington, 
D.  U.  In  reply  to  same  I  would  respectfully  rehearse  the  proceedings  had  in  this 
department  to  which  said  communications  refer. 

Some  time  in  April  last  the  commissioner  of  highways  nf  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  is- 
sned  an  order  to  this  department  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  to  remove  any  and  all 
swinging  signs  and  street  obstructions.  In  pursuance  of  said  order  all  persons  were 
ao  notified ;  among  others  was  Mr.  Schamberg,  who  had  an  elbow  sign  extending  from, 
his  premises.  To  this  order  Mr.  Schamberg  took  exceptions,  and  until  a  decision  was 
rendered  by  the  courts  of  our  county  relatfng  to  such  obstructions  the  said  sign  pro- 
jected Arom  his  premises.  Some  days  afterwards  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
chief  of  police  that  Mr.  Schamberg  and  his  employ^  had  threatened  to  evade  the  law 
in  some  way.  Soon  after  this  came  to  the  chief's  ears  the  flag  was  placed  in  front  of 
Sohamberg^s  premises  and  projected  across  the  sidewalk.  Chief  Braun  then  (think- 
ing that  was  the  manner  in  which  they  intended  to  evade  the  law,  and  not  knowing 
that  it  was  placed  there  in  commemoration  of  any  particular  day)  ordered  the  flag  to 
be  taken  down,  which  order  was  disregarded.  Suit  was  then  entere<l  by  the  chief  of 
police  against  Mr.  Schamberg  for  violation  of  ordinances  of  the  city  of  I^tt«bnrgh. 

Two  days  thereafter,  Col.  William  A.  Stone,  United  States  district  attorney,  who 
acted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Schamberg,  informed  Chief  Brauu  of  the  reason  for  the  dis- 
play of  the  flag,  which  was  in  honor  of  the  birthday  of  the  Austrian  Emperor.  This 
was  the  first  intimation  Chief  Braun  had  that  the  flag  was  placed  there  for  any  cere- 
monial purpose,  whereupon  he  immediately  ordered  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit  en- 
tered, whicn  was  done.  No  hearing  was  ever  had  in  the  case  and  no  fine  nor  coats 
imposed :  hence  po  injury  was  done  Mr.  Schamberg  individually,  nor  was  there  any 
insnlt  officially  expressed,  implied,  or  intended.  The  flag  remained  untouched  until 
Hr.  Schamberg  himself  removed  it. 
Hespectnilly,  yours, 

A.  FULTON^ 

Mayor, 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  196.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  March  31,  1884.     (Received  April  14.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of 
an  extract  from  the  "Independence  Beige"  of  this  evening,  giving,  from 
its  agricaltural  correspopdent  in  Paris,  a  letter,  in  which  he  briefly 
shows  the  much  greater  danger  of  trichinosis  from  German  pork  thaa 
from  any  other.  He  also  mentions  the  discovery  of  a  new  parasite  io 
German  pork  by  Professor  Bollinger,  of  Munich,  which  Professor  Bon- 
fik,  of  Breslau,  declares  to  have  the  most  deleterious  and  even  fatal 
effects  on  mankind. . 

Coming  as  this  does  from  an  impartial  source,  the  extract  from  the 
"Independence"  is  another  evidence  of  the  injustice  of  the  crusade 
a^inst  American  pork.  It  furnishes  reasonable  grounds  for  the  adop- 
tion  of  a.retaliatory  action  on  our  part  in  order  to  protect  ourselves  as 
well  as  our  pork. 
I  have,  &c, 

NICHOLAS  FISH. 


[laclosore  In  Ko.  196.— Translation. -Extract  from  the  "Independence  Beige,"  March  81,  1884.) 

Agricultural  eorreBpondent  of  the  ^^  Independence  Beige,"  Paris,  March  30. 

Our  Dork  producers^  or  rather  those  who  represent  them  iu  Parlianieut  aud  who 
think  tnat  tlieir  votes  may  be  nsefal  in  the  next  election,  make  a  great  fuss  about 
trichipaB.  But  the  singular  thing  is  that  thoy  perHist  in  searching  for  them  in  the 
American  pork,  and  if  necessary  discover  them,  notwithstanding  the  reiwrts  of  the 
Bcientiftt*,  which  should  be  accepted  as  final  on  this  point.  These  learned  men  may 
vftinly  demonstrate  that  the  care  taken  in  raising  the  American  hog,  that  his  food^ 
tonmiAing  principaUy  of  Indian  corn,  a  plant  which  has  not  the  reputation  of  shelter- 
u»g  the  trichina;  in  its  tissues,  tender  th«*  American  hog  at  least  as  healthy  as  the 
FwiiMih  hog.  But  tliese  obstinate  people  will  not  give  up,  and  it  is  thus  that  they 
have  succeeded  in  springing  ujmn  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a  resolution  asking  the 
Government  to  suspend  the  entry  of  AnH?riean  pork  into  France. 

At  the  Mime  time,  on  the  other  hand,  they  leave  the  doors  wide  open  to  the  German 
pork.  Why  ?  He  would  be  very  sharp  who  could  explain  this  Aiu»maly,  unless  there 
14  therein  another  evil  effect  of  the  baneful  treaty  of  Frankfort. 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that  if  there  be  a  dangerous  bog  in  the  world  capable 
of  iHstnrbing  the  security  which  our  culinary  custom  of  thoroughly  cooking  our  meat 
pves  ns^that  bog  would  be  the  German.  It  is  be  who,  by  rooting  amongst  the  tilth 
m  the  villages  in  certain  Grerman  provinces,  has  become  the  vehicle  of  the  trichinee 
wliieli  he  swallows,  in  devouring  rats,  moles,  aud  other  dead  animals  which  he  finds 
in  his  vagabond  wanderings. 

Sow,  do  yon  know  how  much  jiork  Germany  sent  us  in  1883,  thither  more  or  less 
^^•altedf  Eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  quintals.  And  the  United 
^tttet,  which  are  here  made  to  play  the  rAle  of  scape-goat,  5i^4  quintals  altogetiier. 
Bat  here  is  something  different— a  new  meat  parasite  in  the  German  pork.  It  is  a 
»nU,  striped  mushroom  {Aktinomyceif)^  which  has  recently  been  signaled  to  the 
^Wie^l  Society  of  Berlin.  The  discovery  appears  to  be  due  to  Professor  Bollinger^ 
^linideb,  who  has  also  established  the  ravages  which  it  creates  in  animals.  Tnen 
r  Bonfik,  of  Breslan,  proved  that  this  parasite  is  easily  transmitted  to  man,  to 
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whom  he  givea  a  contagious  disease  generally  mortal  in  its  effects.  The  re^rt  in 
which  the  latter  establishes  this  fact  was  presented  by  him  to  the  iUastrioas  Bircbo  w 
on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  professorship.  This  was  certainly  a  really 
scientific  gift,  bnt  none  the  less  a  singular  one. 

It  appears,  according  to  Professor  Bonfik,  that  this  mushroom  has  the  most  dan- 
gerons,  deleterious  effect  on  the  human  system,  producing  suppurations  and  secondarj 
affections  of  the  heart  and  other  important  organs. 


.     No.  18. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  202.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  May  3,  1884.    (Received  May  19.) 

Sib  :  Application  having  been  made  by  the  Rev.  Orville  Reed  to 
have  a  marriage  celebrated  at  the  legation  between  himself  and  the 
daughter  of  an  American  missionary  at  Constantinople,  I  have  in- 
formed him  that  the  marriage  should  be  performed  in  accordance  with 
the  Belgian  law  and  section  4082  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

I  believe  that  under  my  instructions  I  could  not  do  otherwise. 

Mr.  Reed,  in  his  application,  cites  as  a  precedent  the  marriage  at  this 
legation  on  February  21,  1882,  reported  to  the  Department  by  Mr. 
Putnam  in  his  No.  133  of  February  22,  1882. 

As  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Leopold  Orban,  an  official  in  the  foreign  office, 
though  doubtless  correct,  is  not  an  official  opinion  of  the  Belgian  Gov- 
ernment, I  should  hesitate  to  permit  the  performance  of  a  marriage  based 
on  that  personal  and  informal  note.  Mr.  Putnam  seems  to  have  shared 
such  hesitancy  so  far  as  to  read  to  the  parties  to  the  marriage  §  XLVIIl 
of  the  printed  Personal  Instructions  and  Mr.  Leopold  Orban's  note. 

The  instruction  No.  660,  of  November  14, 1874,  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Washburne,  as  published  in  Foreign  Relations,  page  445, 
1875,  appears  to  deal  with  just  such  a  case,  where  an  opinion  was  given 
by  an  eminent  counselor  that  "  a  marriage  contracted  between  Ameri- 
cans before  the  minister  of  the  United  States  and  at  the  hotel  of  the 
legation  is  valid  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  law.''  The  Department  of 
State,  however,  decided  the  marriages  must  be  performed  in  accordance 
with  French  law,  although  performed  within  the  precincts  of  the  lega- 
tion. I  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  instructed  whether  I  am  to  adopt 
the  course  followed  by  Mr.  Putnam,  or  whether  my  decision  in  Mr. 
Reed's  case  is  to  serve  for  future  guidance  in  such  matters. 

Should  you  decide  that  Mr.  Re^'s  request  should  be  complied  with, 
a  cablegram  to  that  effect  will  enable  me  to  grant  it  without  inconven- 
ience to  him  as  to  time. 
I  have,  &c., 

NICHOLAS  FISH. 


[IncIo8ure  1  in  Ko.  202.] 

Mr.  Heed  to  Mr.  Finh. 

AuBiKN,  X.  Y.,  April  ^2,  1884. 
Dkak  Sir  :  I  have  a  special  case  to  put  before  you,  aud  to  wliicli  I  ask  your  kind 
attrition.     Will  you  permit  the  marriage  of  an  Anierican  gentleman  and  lady  to  take 
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?iaee  at  the  legatioD,  the  ceremoDy  being  performed  by  an  American  missionary  from 
oiistantinople  f  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of  a  missionary  at  Constantinople  and  I 
am  a  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Necessity  compels  me  to  take  but  a 
short  leave  of  absence,  not  long  enoush  to  go  to  Constantinople,  but  only  that  I  may 
20  an  far  as  Brussels  and  meet  the  lady  there  and  return  immediately  to  the  United 
States. 

I  am  encouraged  to  write  to  yon  by  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  James  O. 
Putnam,  esq.,  formerly  minister  to  Belgium. 

In  it  be  says :  *'  In  exactly  such  a  case  as  yon  name  I  submitted  the  facts  to  the 
Belgian  Government.  The  foreign  minister  replied  that  if  the  parties  were  Ameri- 
cans and  the  marriage  took  place  at  the  legation,  the  Belgian  Government  took  no 
cognizance  of  it.  The  marriage  took  place  in  presence  of  myself  and  the  United 
States  consnl,  as  required  by  our  rules  in  such  cases.  The  case  is  reconfed  at  length 
in  the  legation  miscellaneous  letter-book  of  my  time.  Several  marriages  have  taken 
place  there  under  diffierent  American  ministers.  If  the  minister  allows  the  marriage 
at  the  legation,  I  should  not  hesitate  about  it.'' 

We  hope  to  meet  in  Brussels  about  the  last  week  of  May.  I  shall  sail  from  New 
York  before  an  answer  from  you  could  reach  me,  and  so  will  ask  you  to  have  the 
kindness  to  send  your  reply  to  London,  that  I  may  find  it  there  upon  my  arrival. 

Please  direct:  Rev.  Orville  Reed,  care  of  Mr.  George  P.  Baker,  No.  35  Milk  street, 
Cheapside,  London. 

Hoping  that  the  answer  may  be  an  affirmative  one,  I  am,  dear  Mr,  very  sincerely 

TOUTS, 

ORVILLE  REED. 


[iDcloBiire  2  in  No.  202.] 

Mr.  Pish  (0  Mr.  Reed. 

Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Bi'uaseUf  May  3,  1884. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  although 
it  was  formerly  customary  for  marriages  to  be  celebrated  at  the  legation  by  an  Eng- 
lish or  American  clergyman,  of  lat«  years  such  marriages  have  not  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Department  ofState's  instructions  of  more  recent  date. 

The  latter  holds  **that  a  marriage  performed  within  the  precincts  of  a  legation 
may  nevertheless  be  deemed  to  be  peHbrmed  in  the  country  within  which  the  lega- 
tion is  situated^  and  therefore  ought  in  all  respects  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  country  in  order  to  insure  its  validity." 

The  statutes  of  the  United  States  provide  that  all  marriages  in  the  presence  of  any 
consular  officer  in  a  foreign  county,  between  persons  who  would  be  authorized  to 
marry  if  residing  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect 
and  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  pDq)oses  as  if  the  said  marriages  had  been  sol- 
emnized within  the  United  States.    (Consular  Regulations,  $  414;  R.  S.,  4062.) 

The  statute  does  not  authorize  the  consul  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  or 
to  countenance  the  doing  of  any  act  which  would  be,  or  even  seem  to  be,  the  violatioa 
of  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  The  statute  contemplates  that  the 
ceremony  is  to  be  performed  in  his  presence,  but  it  should. be  done  according  to  local 
law.    (Consular  Regulations,  $  417.) 

The  foregoing  considerations,  however,  are  held  not  to  apply  to  China,  Japan,  Mad- 
igascar,  Siam,  Turkey,  the  Barbary  States,  and  other  non-Christian  and  semi-civil- 
ixed  countries  in  which  consular  courts  are  established.  (Consular  Regulations,  ^ 
418.) 

You  will  find  the  Belgian  law  of  marriage  set  forth  in  "  Les  Codes  en  Vigueur  en 
Belgique,"  Brussels,  1881,  pages  39  et  seq.  Its  provisions  are  those  of  the  **  Code 
N^ol^n." 

Shoold  you,  after  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  Belgian  law  and  section 
4082  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  desire  to  have  a  religious  ceremony 
performed  at  this  legation,  the  rooms  of  the  legation  will  be  at  your  service,  if  you 
^11  give  me  due  notice  of  when  you  desire  such  ct-reniony  performed,  and  upon  your 
submitting  the  evidence  of  your  nationality. 
I  am.  <&.c., 

NICHOLAS  FISH. 
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No.  19. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

[Extract.] 

No.  224.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BrmselSy  June  25,  1884.     (Received  July  10.) 

8iR :  The  competition  of  American  and  other  foreign  grain  with  that  of 
Belgium  h^  caused  for  a  number  of  years  a  great  depression  among 
the  agricultural  classes  in  this  country.  It  has  reduced  the  price  of 
grain  and  has  caused  the  owners  of  the  laud  to  diminish  the  rentals  of  their 
^ms,  and  has  for  a  long  time  been  the  black  spectre  which  the  ever- 
complaining  agriculturist  has  alleged  as  the  author  of  all  his  misfor- 
tunes. 

The  clerical  majority  comprises  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  landed 
proprietors.  Among  the  measures  which  were  advocated  in  the  recent 
election  campaign  by  several  of  the  clerical  speakers  was  one  to  place 
a  customs  duty  on  imported  grain. 

The  matter,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  referred  to  the  chambers  of  agri- 
culture for  examination  and  report,  and  then  be  submitted  to  the  action 
of  the  legislative  chambers. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  discussion  in  the  press,  and  one  on  which  the 
clerical  press  cannot  unite,  as  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  cen- 
ters like  Antwerp  and  Ghent  are  naturally  opposed  to  a  tax  npcm  their 
trade  or  upon  so  important  an  article  of  their  consumption. 

The  Liberal  press  have  raised  a  vehement  protest  against  such  a 
measure.  They  accuse  their  adversaries  of  advocating  the  imposition 
of  the  grain  duty  in  the  country  while  opposing  it  in  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  districts.  They  also  accuse  the  clericals  of  profess- 
ing their  intention  not  to  vote  the  measure,  in  order  to  curry  favor  in 
the  cities,  and  that  after  the  elections  of  the  8th  July  they  intend  to 
vote  it. 

The  amount  of  the  tax  imposed  varies  in  the  estimate  of  its  advocates 
from  60  centimes  to  5  francs,  according  to  the  zeal  with  which  they 
press  the  adoption.  It  is  important,  therefore,  to  consider  the  large 
interest  we  have  in  this  subject. 

I  therefore  submit  the  following  statistics  of  the  movement  of  grain 
during  1882,  gathered  from  the  Belgian  official  publications: 


Total  importa-  Total  exporia- 

(jraiB.                                                           tion  from  all  i  tion  from  nil 

coantriea.  countrios. 

Kilograms.  KUograms. 

Wheat 715, 686,648  304.1«8,46S 

Rye 129,070,842  '  92.768,gg7 

Barley ,       255,871,290  49,886.116 

Beana.  peas,  &o  '         23,187.030  8.067.125 

Oata,  Indian  com,  &c !        188,224,579  72.540.449 


Total I    1.307,990,289  |         527,431.065 
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25 


(}rain. 


t 
Total  importa-{  Total  exporta- 
tion ftt>mall      tion  from  all 
countries.  coontriea. 


Wheat 

Bje 

Barle^ 

Peas,  beana.  Sec 

Oata.  Indian  com,  ice . 

Total 


Franet, 

Franca. 

200,  392,  233 

85, 167, 171 

25, 814, 168 

18,568,77» 

49, 532, 971 

10, 476, 085. 

5, 784, 258 

2, 016, 781 

34, 812, 670 

13, 782.  em 

316, 336,  300  ' 

129, 996. 502 

A  comparison  of  these  figures  gives  us  the  following  amounts  and 
▼aines  of  the  excess  of  importation  over  exportation : 


Oraln. 


Bxoeas  in 
weight. 


Sxceaa  in 
ralae. 


,  Kilogranu.  Franet. 

Wheat 411,518,080  115,226.06^ 

S«e ;    16,301,945  j  7,a80.88» 

Peaa,beana,  &c '    16,069,906  !  3,767,477 

Bvlev 205,985,174  i  39,056,888 

Oata, Indian  corn,  &c 110,684,180  i  21,029,984 

Total *  779,559,234  186,839,798 


With  the  exception  of  barley,  the  United  States  is  among  the  largest 
oontribntors  to  the  supply  of  these  products,  while  we  furnish  nearly 
one-half  of  the  supply  of  wheat.  Our  rivals  in  the  market  are  Russia, 
British  India,  France,  and  the  Netherlands. 

The  following  table  shows  the  proportions  which  each  of  these  coun- 
tries furnished  to  Belgium  in  1882 : 


Country.                               ,       Wheat.      ,  Rye.          Pean^bean-, 

KUogranu.    I  KUograms.   i   Kilograms. 

UnitedSUtea 1    344,276,206  i  15,640,296  1        2,133,7611 

RoMia !    133,673,112  1  41,645.652  |           873.210 

Britiihlndi* I    118,146,157'  None                None* 

FHnce (*)  52.344,067  '            (*) 

Retherianda (')  (*)           |        7,805,524 

Total... !    596,095,475  1  109,530,015  i      10,812,495, 

AU  other  coantries I    119,591,073'  19,540,8271      12.324,585' 

_        !    .              J  .             _     I                     i 
*  The  exportation  is  in  exceas  of  the  importation. 


Oat«,  Indian 
«'om.  &c 


KUograrm. 
12, 776, 888 
98,  830  707 
None 

(*) 
(*) 


111.607,595 
71, 616, 984 


There  is  no  exportation  of  any  of  these  products  to  the  United  States, 
Bussia,  or  British  India. 

The  excess  of  importation  into  Belgium  over  exportation  of  rye  to 
France  is  51,89 <', 606  kilograms;  that  of  peas,  beans,  &c.,  from  Holland 
is  7402,616  kilograms.    Should  legislation  of  the  nature  proposed  be 
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enacted,  it  will  doubtless  affect  the  importation  of  grain  from  the  United. 
States,  the  valne  of  which  is  thus  given: 


YftlM. 


OrmiD. 


Wheat 9e,397.83r 

Xye ,  8,108,OSt 

Barley ■  87,«7« 

Peas,  beans,  &c ;  53S,440 

Oats,  Indian  corn,  &c 2,427, 0IH> 

Total j  102,654,015 

There  is  no  exportation  to  the  United  States. 
The  exports  of  these  products  are  thus  distributed: 


Exportation  m  1882. 


Wheat. 


Rye. 


'  Peas,  beans,   Oats,  IndlAA 
Ac.         ,    com.  Sec 


Deninark 

Hamburg 1,883,070 

Prussia 121,446.155 

Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg \      7,443,682 

Ketherlands H,  289, 076 

England |         697, 600 

France 84,506,206 

Portugal '         251,850 

Spain 466,425 

Switzerland 16,056,486 

Other  countries 137,918 


243 


Total 304,168,468 

OfthUinti-ansit 4,642,408 


67,611.359  i 

2,269,754  , 

22,401,323  I 

"     '446,' 461 


40,000 


92, 768, 897 
28. 388, 012 


3,661,346  I 
69,889 
692,908 
95,017  I 

3,486,732 


31, 629. 403 

638.278 

9,022,652 

182,845 

27,  329. 476 


61,233  > 


3,737,466 


8, 067, 125  I 
1,111,661 


72, 640, 449 
5,722,262 


The  small  amount  passing  through  Belgium  ^Mn  transit  indicates 
that  the  present  mode  of  shipping  grain  is  almost  entirely  done  through 
Belgian  intermediaries.  They  get  the  benefits  of  the  handling,  the  conn- 
missions  and  profits,  and  a  considerable  share  of  the  freights'  insurance. 
The  trade  gives  employment  to  a  large  number  of  persons. 

As  affecting  the  Antwerp  trade,  we  find  that  682,189  tons  of  wheat, 
76,680  of  rye,  177,599  of  barley,  10,846  of  peas,  beans,  &c.;  and  162,091 
of  oats,  Indian  corn,  &c.,  were  imported  by  sea  into  Belgium,  and  3,859 
tons  of  wheat,  22  tons  of  barley,  170  tons  of  peas,  beans,  &c.,  and  183 
tons  of  oats,  Indian  corn,  &c.,  were  exported  by  sea  from  Belgium. 

Nearly  all  of  this  traflftc  was  effected  through  Antwerp.  It  amounts 
to  a  gross  total  of  1,112,538  tons.  There  is  a  source  of  revenue  derived 
from  this  trade  which  is  of  importance  to  the  state,  viz,  the  railway, 
river,  and  canal  freights. 

The  exportation  of  these  products  by  rail  and  inla,nd  navigation 
amounted  to  an  aggregate  of:  Wheat,  300,309;  rye,  92,768;  barley, 
49,863;  peas,  beans,  &c.,  7,897;  oats,  Indian  com,  &c.,  72,357—623,194 
tons;  to  which,  in  this  connection,  might  be  added  the  local  transporta- 
tion of  the  amount  consumed  in  Belgium.  Should  Belgium  tax  the  entry 
of  these  products,  they  will  naturally  seek  other  channels  of  transporta- 
tion than  through  her  territory,  and  thus  deprive  her  of  a  very  large 
and  lucrative  trade  in  distributing  them  to  other  countries. 

The  political  and  economical  considerations  of  the  question  of  such  a 
duty  are  so  vast,  they  involve  so  many  issues  and  interests,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  deal  with  them  in  a  single  dispatch,  nor  could  they  be 
treated  in  a  proper  manner  until  the  proposal  shall  have  assumed  a 
more  definite  form. 

I  have,  &c.,  NICHOLAS  FISH. 


Digitized  by  '^ 


BRAZIL.  27 


BRAZIL. 

No.  20. 
Mr.  Trail  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  110.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  JaneirOy  May  21,  1884.    (Received  June  17.)     • 

Sib:  On  the  25th  of  March  last  there  occurred  in  the  province  of  CearA 
the  celebration  of  an  evept  of  such  great  importance  in  the  history  of 
Brazil  that  I  deem  it  worthy  the  subject  of  a  dispatch. 

This  event  was  the  liberation  of  an  entire  province  from  the  curse  of 
slavery. 

For  a  just  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  festival  a  brief 
riaumi  of  the  history  of  slavery  in  Brazil  is  necessary. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  colonization  of  this  country  Portugal  unloaded 
upon  these  shores  her  criminals  and  social  outcasts. 

In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  the  spirit  of  emigration 
was  not  sufficiently  advanced  in  Portugal  to  induce  the  better  class  of 
people  to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  in  foreign  lands,  and  thus  the  first 
colonists  were  men  of  a  rather  low  condition  in  life. 

For  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  of  this  country,  of  unsurpassed  fertil- 
ity, slave  labor  naturally  suggested  itself  to  the  pioneers,  and  a  great 
part  of  Africa  being  at  that  time  in  the  power  of  Portugal,  there  com- 
menced the  forced  populazation  of  Brazil  with  the  negroes,  and  "  the 
habitat  of  the  African  race  was  extended  from  the  banks  of  the  Congo 
and  the  Zambesi  to  those  of  the  Saint  Francisco  fend  of  the  Parahyba  of 
the  south.^ 

The  traffic  in  slaves  thus  begun  was  carried  to  an  almost  incredible 
extent.  In  the  language  of  Joaqulm  Nabuco,  the  author  of  ''  O  Aboli- 
tionismo,"  **  there  was,  so  to  speak,  a  bfidge  thrown  between  Africa 
and  Brazil  by  which  passed  millions  of  slaves."  At  one  period  prior  to 
1851  the  author  states  the  figures  of  50,000  per  annum  of  imported  ne- 
groes are  no  exaggeration. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  arose  in  Brazil 
the  feeling  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  alleviate  the  condition 
of  the  slave,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  check 
the  infamous  traffic,  which  at  that  time  was  conducted  in  a  manner  so 
revolting  that  the  details  do  not  bear  description. 

The  first  victory  for  the  humanitarians — abolitionism  wa«  not  then 
dreamed  of— was  the  passage  of  the  law  of  November  7,  1831,  which 
declared  free  all  negroes  and  their" children  who  should  be  imported 
into  the  Empire  after  that  date.  This  law  was  never  executed,  as  thou- 
sands were  imported  to  these  shores  subsequent  to  1831.  They  and 
their  children  and  grandchildren  are  now  held  in  bondage,  in  utter  con- 
tempt of  the  said  law  of  1831,  which  has  never  been  repealed. 

From  1831  to  1851  occurred  the  diplomatic  fight  between  England 
and  Brazil  because  of  the  failure  of  the  latter  power  to  execute  her  trea- 
ties and  laws  in  reference  to  slavery ;  then  came  the  Aberdeen  bill  in 
England  ;  and  finally  the  foreign  traffic  was  broken  up  in  1851.  From 
this  date  to  September  28,  1871,  we  find  the  friends  of  the  slave  slowly 
advancing  their  cause. 

During  the  war  between  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  in  1866,  a  decree  was 
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passed  granting  freedom  to  all  the  slaves  of  the  nation  who  might  be 
employed  in  serving  in  the  army,  and  titles  of  nobility  were  granted  to 
svLch  fazendeiros  as  furnished  slaves  in  numbers  to  the  imperial  army. 

In  1867  the  "Society  of  Emancipation''  in  France,  composed  of  le 
Due  de  Broglie,  Guizot,  Laboulaye,  A.  Cochin,  le  Prince  de  Broglie,  le 
Comte  de  Montalembert,  Wallere,  and  many  other  distinguished  men, 
addressed  a  petition  to  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  urging  him  to  insist 
upon  active  measures  being  taken  in  behalf  of  the  slaves. 

The  credit  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic  with  Africa,  in  1851,  is  due 
principally  to  England.  In  1867  we  find  the  leading  men  of  France 
protesting  against  the  further  existence  of  an  institution  so  totally  at 
variance  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity  and  cixilization. 

The  slave  power  was,'however,  too  strong  at  that  time  for  His  Im- 
perial Majesty,  but  his  feelings  on  the  subject  are  clearly  expressed  in 
a  communication  made  by  his  son-in-law,  le  Prince  Gaston  d'Orleaus, 
Comte  d'Ea,  the  chief  of  the  imperial  army,  at  the  close  of  the  w^ar 
with  Paraguay,  to  the  President  of  the  Provisional  Government.  In 
this  paper  le  Comte  d'Eu  said,  ''  Grant  freedom  to  your  slaves,  and  you 
will  do  away  with  an  institution  of  despotism  and  deplorable  igno- 
rance." 

It  was  at  this  time,  1869,  that  the  Liberal  party  inscribed  on  its 
banner  '*  The  emancipation  of  the  slave,"  and  agitated  the  subject  per- 
sistingly  and  fearlessly  in  Parliament,  in  the  press,  and  at  public  meet- 
ings. Finally,  in  1871,  September  28,  the  "  Rio  Branco  "  law  passed. 
It  is  this  law  that  is  in  eflfect  to-day,  and  on  the  subject  of  which  there 
is  now  going  on  in  Parliament  and  elsewhere  so  much  discussion.  It 
was  not  solely  the  work  of  the  Liberal  party,  but  it  was  a  compromise 
measure,  as  a  perusal  of  its  contents  clearly  indicates.  The  effort  was 
made  to  satisfy  the  abolitionists  by  decreeing  that  after  September  28, 
1871,  no  one  could  be  uotu  into  the  condition  of  slavery  in  Brazil ;  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  slaveowners  would  acquiesce  quietly  in  the  meas- 
ure, as  it  did  not  affect  their  interest  in  slave  property  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  law  is  of  peculiar  interest,  because  it  is  the  last  legislative  act 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  passed  by  a  civilized  nation,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability it  will  remain  the  last. 

The  legal  status  of  the  Brazilian  slave  is  set  forth  in  a  work  entitled 
**  Promptuario  das  Leis  de  Manumissao,"  containing  394  pages,  and 
from  this  book  I  quote  a  few  articles  to  elucidate  in  a  measure  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  question  : 

Articlk  I. 

The  children  of  slave  mothers  that  shall  be  horu  in  the  Empire  atYer  the  date  of 
this  law  shall  be  considered  of  free  condition. 

Section  7.  The  said  children  will  remain  in  the  power  and  under  the  authority  of 
the  masters  of  their  mothers,  who  (the  masters)  will  be  obliged  to  bring  them  up  un- 
til they  have  completed  eight  full  years. 

The  child  of  a  slave  mother  arriving  at  this  age,  the  master  of  the  mother  shall 
have  the  choice  either  to  receive  from  the  state  an  inderauitication,  of  600  milreis,  or 
to  utilize  the  services  of  the  child  until  it  has  completed  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

The  pecuniary  indemnification  fixed  above  shall  be  paid  in  6  per  cent,  bonds,  to  run 
for  thirty  years. 

If  a  slave  mother  obtains  her  freedom,  she  takes  with  her  her  children  under  eight 
years  of  age. 

Masters  who  maltreat  such  children  will  be  deprived  of  their  services,  and  tbe«e 
children,  as  well  as  those  given  to  the  state  in  exchange  for  the  indemnification,  will 
be  intrusted  to  the  associations  authorized  by  the  Government,  who  will  take  care  of 
them  and  instruct  them  in  some  useful  trade  or  occupation. 
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The  emancipation  fund. 
Article  \\. 

There  shall  hv  aunnally  freed  lu  every  proviuce  of  the  Empire  as  mauy  nlavett  as 
shali  correspond  to  the  quota  allotted  to  each  province,  out  of  the  fiiud  destined  for 
that'parpo8«. 

The  etnancipatiou  fund  is  derived  from — 

The  tax  od  slaves ;  sabscriptious,  legacies,  <&c. ;  six  annual  lotteries ;  tines  from 
the  riolation  of  this  law,  &c. 

The  judges  of  the  orphans'  courts  in  each  province  have  control  of 
the  fund. 

The  same  law  requires  all  the  slaves  to  be  registered.  From  these 
matricalated  slaves  the  said  judges  draw  the  names  of  the  fortunate 
ones  who  are  freed  at  the  expense  of  the  fund.  The  law  also  provides 
for  estimating  the  value  of  slaves  to  be  freed,  by  creating  a  board  of  as- 
sessors. 

By  article  6  all  the  imperial  slaves  are  declared  free. 

The  Mends  of  the  slave  are  now  demanding  for  him  unconditional  and 
immediate  freedom.  They  say  that,  according  to  the  records  of  the/a- 
KndoR  apparently  no  children  were  born  of  slave  mothers  just  after  the 
38th  of  September,  1871,  while  the  lists  show  an  unheard-of  increase 
of  births  for  1870.  ' 

Thus  the  first  cause  for  complaint  is  the  alleged  falsification  of  the 
records  by  the  slave-owners.  In  the  matter  of  matriculation  and  assess- 
ment great  abuses  are  likewise  said  to  exist. 

Only  a  very  few  masters  choose  to  deliver  to  the  Government  the  chil- 
dren bom  of  slave  mothers  since  September  28, 1871,  and  to  receive  the 
bond  entitling  to  36  milreis  a  year  for  thirty  years,  while  the  legal  re- 
quirement of  instructing  these  children  has  in  but  a  few  cases  been  per- 
formed. Ill  consequence  of  this  his  highness  le  Comte  d'Eu  has  only 
recently  organized  a  society  to  look  after  these  children,  full  provision 
for  whom  it  was  thought  had  been  made  in  the  law  of  1871. 

The  returns  for  June  30,  1882,  which  are  the  latest,  give  as  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  in  the  Empire  at  that  date  1,346,648.  Add  to  this  the 
Dumber  of  ingenues  (children  born  of  slave  mothers  since  September  28, 
1871,  are  so  called)  which  is  360,000  and  over,  and  we  have  a  total  of 
more  than  1,700.000  beings  in  the  condition  of  slavery  out  of  an  entire 
population  of  only  10,100,000.  In  other  words,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  one 
person  out  of  every  six  in  Brazil  is  a  slave.  When  we  take  this  fact 
into  consideration,  and  reflect  upon  the  magnitude  of  interests  involved, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  why  the  slave-owners,  who  constitute  the  rul- 
ing element,  will  not  agree  to  any  change  in  the  present  laws  affecting 
the  servile  element. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  abolitionists,  who  now  constitute  a  very 
formidable  party,  composed  of  an  almost  infinite  number  of  societies  all 
oyer  the  Empire,  had  directed  their  efforts  to  the  enfranchisement  of  a 
angle  parish  in  the  province  of  Ceard.  This  was  accomplished  with 
seemingly  no  very  great  diflSculty,  and  gradually  parish  after  parish  be- 
came ^ae,  until  on  March  25  of  this  year  the  entire  province  of  Cear4 
was  enabled  to  declare  that  not  a  slave  remained  upon  its  soil. 

The  consummation  of  this  great  work  afforded  the  occasion  for  a 
grand  celebrationi  and  both  in  Cear4  and  in  Bio  festivals  were  held  by 
the  different  abolition  societies,  at  which  there  was  great  rejoicing,  and 
Ae  pledge  taken  that  there  should  be  no  faltering  in  the  work  until  the 
whole  Empire  could  boast  that  it  had  at  last  put  itself  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe. 
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When  the  slave-owners  of  Ceard  became  convinced  that  their  prov- 
ince was  to  be  the  one  against  which  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists  were 
to  be  directed,  many  of  them  sent  their  slaves  to  Eio  and  sold  them. 

In  September*,  1873,  there  were  in  the  province  33,400  slaves;  in  Jan- 
nary,  1881,  this  number  was  reduced  to  20,000. 

In  the  same  yiear  ihejavgadeiros  (raftsmen  or  boatmen)  decided  that 
no  more  slaves  should  be  transported  from  the  province,  and  this  stop- 
ped the  active  export  to  Eio  de  Janeiro. 

The  slave-owners  then  realized  the  situation,  and  the  price  of  slaves 
declined  rapidly.  In  this  way  the  emancipation  fund  was  made  to  do 
much  more  good  than  it  had  formerly  done.  **  The  average  price  im 
the  application  of  the  first  quota  was  437  milreis,  and  of  the  fourth  85 
milreis,  which  shows  the  progressive  depreciatory  influence  of  the  eman- 
cipation agitation."    Eighty  five  milreis  are  about  $37. 

Additional  funds  for  freeing  the  slaves  were  derived  from  private 
contributions,  lotteries,  and  26,198  milreis  contributed  by  the  slaved 
themselves. 

The  population  of  Oeard  in  1882  was  689,773  free  and  31,913  slaves, 
or  22  to  1 ;  while  the  province  of  Rio  had  490,087  free  and  292,637 
slaves,  or  1^  to  1 ;  and  Sao  Paulo  680,742  free  and  156,612  slaves,  or  4  to 
1 ;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Oeard  was  not  one  of  the  great  slave- 
owning  sections. 

The  task  of  enfranchising  Oear^  was  rendered  still  more  easy  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  a  coffee  producing  province,  but  a  grazing  coun- 
try. The  fazend^iros  claim  that  it  is  an  impossibility  to  find  any  being 
save  an  African  slave  who  can  stand  being  exposed  the  whole  day  to 
the  rays  of  the  tropical  sun,  a  torture  that  the  laborer  must  undergo  ia 
the  cultivation  and  the  picking  of  the  berry. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  said,  on  opening  the  present  Parliament : 

A  Government  bill  asking  you  to  pass  meaaures  in  regard  to  the  slave  element  is 
awaiting  your  decision. 

This  is  a  grave  matter,  but  one  whose  final  solution  will  be  arrived  at  by  the  ex- 
ecution of  t^e  system  of  the  law  of  September  28,  1871,  and  the  Government  is  sure 
that  for  its  development  you  will  adopt  the  measures  suggested  by  your  wisdom. 

That  is  to  say,  the  Government  advises  the  execution  of  the  law  of 
3871  now,  twelve  years  after  its  passage,  as  a  means  of  extricating  itself 
from  this  ''  grave  matter." 

And  it  is  indeed  a  grave  matter  for  this  country.  Assassinations  of 
masters  and  overseers  by  slaves,  followed  by  the  most  terrible  revenge, 
are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent. 

Brazil  is  bidding  for  immigrants  to  open  up  her  wonderful  resonroes; 
but  immigrants  are  not  to  be  found  who  are  willing  to  offer  their  labcH* 
in  competition  with  that  of  slaves.  Her  finances  are  a  source  of  in- 
creasing uneasiness ;  but  every  one  knows  that  the  worst  has  not  been 
reached  yet,  which  will  come  on  that  day  when  the  country  finds  her 
industries  totally  paralyzed  through  the  want  of  labor,  her  slaves  having 
acquired  their  freedom  either  by  some  legal  enactment  or  as  the  result 
of  a  servile  insurrection.  After  that,  fretd  of  this  terrible  incubus, 
starting  anew  with  the  principles  that  underlie  all  civilized  nations, 
she  ought  soon  to  attain  that  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  globe  for 
which  nature  has  evidently  destined  her. 
I  have,  &c., 

CHAELES  B.  TRAIL. 

[Works  referred  to  for  facts  and  figures:  *'0  Abolitionism,"  "Promp- 
tuario  das  Leis,  &C.,''  "Almanach  de  Gotha,"  "Anglo-Brazilian  Times,^ 
and  "Journal  do  Commercio.'^] 
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No.  21. 
Mr.  Trail  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  116.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  June  27,  1884.     (Received  July  19.) 

Sm :  One  of  the  causes  of  the  downfall  of  the  late  ministry  of  Senhor 
Lafayette  was  his  expressed  determinatiou  to  carry  into  effect  the  law 
of  Jane  28,  1870.  This  law  orders  that  the  realty  of  the  monastic 
orders  shall  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  invested  in  national  stock.  It 
guarantees  to  the  orders  the  interest  accruing  on  said  investment  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  the  members,  and  concludes  by  stating  that  the 
conversion  is  to  take  place  within  ten  years. 

Over  thirty  years  ago  a  law  was  passed  prohibiting  the  creation  ot 
any  new  monastic  orders,  and  forbidding  any  of  the  then  existing  orders 
to  take  in  any  new  members  after  that  date.  All  the  realty  held  in 
mortmain  by  the  said  orders  would,  on  the  death  of  the  last  member  of 
eafch  order  respectively,  revert  to  the  state. 

At  the  present  time  many  of  the  orders  are  reduced  to  four,  three, 
and  even  one  surviving  member.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  provide  for  the  surviving  members  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lifetime  by  paying  them  yearly  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  yearly  in- 
come the  property  taken  from  them  ought  to  yield  at  a  fair  valuation. 

Those  orders  having  schools  or  hospitals  in  connection  with  their 
monasteries  are  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  law. 

Many  of  the  orders  have  maladministered  their  property,  in  some 
instances  squandering  their  funds  in  dissipation.  Valtiable  city  prop- 
erty come  to  them  by  legacy  has  been  allowed  to  go  to  ruin  by  neglect, 
rendering  the  general  improvement  of  the  city  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
property  impossible. 

The  orders  doing  good,  those  having  schools  and  hospitals,  are  to  be 
left  undisturbed,  while  the  other  class  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  further 
control  of  its  property. 

In  December  last  the  late  ministi*y  appointed  a  commission  to  convert 
the  said  property.  The  first  step  taken  by  the  commission  was  to  order 
persons  renting  houses  from  the  orders  to  pay  the  rent  which  would 
fell  due  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  the  agents  of  the  commission.  The 
tenants  then  found  themselves  threatened  with  eviction  on  default  of 
payment  both  to  the  agents  of  the  commission  and  to  the  agents  of  the 
religious  orders.  At  this  point  the  matter  was  brought  before  the 
proper  court,  and  a  decision  was  rendered  declaring  the  acts  of  the 
commission  illegal.  Pending  the  decision  the  tenants  paid  their  rent 
into  the  national  treasury,  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  court.  From 
the  treasury  it  was  immediately  taken  by  the  commission,  the  minister 
of  that  department  giving  up  the  money  on  the  order  of  the  minister  of 
the  Empire.  The  commission  is  now  engaged  in  quietly  making  an 
inventory  of  the  realty  of  the  orders  in  the  Empire. 

The  religious  orders  and  their  friends  object  to  the  execution  of  the 
law  now,  more  than  thirteen  years  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
especially  to  the  acts  of  the  commission,  proceeding  as  it  has  in  defiance 
of  the  decision  of  the  court.  A  commission  with  extrajudicial  powers 
in  a  time  of  perfect  peace,  they  claim,  is  an  institution  in  violation  of 
-the  constitution  of  Brazil.  When  the  information  reached  Bome  of  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  to  carry  out  the  act  of  1870,  His  Holiness 
the  Pope  promptly  sent  his  protest  against  what  he  was  pleased  to 
oonsider  as  the  spoliation  of  tbe  church. 
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Without  uudertaking  to  give  the  reply  of  the  Government,  it  may  be 
safely  stated,  I  think,  that  the  weight  of  public  opinion  is  on  the  side  of 
the  Goveniment  in  this  matter  of  the  conversion  of  the  monastic  realty. 
The  new  minister  of  the  Empire  being  interpellated,  very  recently, 
on  this  subject,  replied  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
carry  out  the  law  of  1870,  and  that  the  measures  adopted  by  the  pre- 
vious ministry  to  th^t  end  were  fully  approved. 
I  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  B.  TRAIL.. 


No.  22. 

Mr.  Trail  to  Mr.  Frelinghug$en. 

No.  130.]  Legation  of  the  United  states. 

Bio  de  Janeiro^  September  16,  1884.    (Received  October  24.) 

Sir  :  With  the  growing  conviction  that  the  days  of  slavery  are  nam- 
bered  in  Brazil,  the  question  of  immigration  becomes  more  and  more 
vital  to  the  Empire.  It  is  the  general  belief  that  the  slaves,  when  en- 
franchised, will  cease  to  constitute  the  labor  element. 

Admitting  this,  and  leaving  the  native  as  a  laborer  out  of  the  ques- 
tion for  the  present,  it  is  then  necessary  for  the  life  of  the  country  that 
a  current  of  foreign  laborers  should  set  in  to  Brazil  to  take  the  place  of 
the  blacks.  It  is  also  held  that  the  yield  of  the  land  will  be  far  greater 
when  obtained  with  free  labor  than  it  was  when  worked  with  slaves,  or 
than  could  be  obtained  with  the  same  element  after  freedom. 

'*  During  the  live  years  (1874-'79)  the  state  expended  the  immense 
sum  of  $13,000,000  to  promote  immigration  and  support  immigrants.^* 
It  had  contmcts  with  the  Colonization  Society  of  Hamburg,  and  with 
individuals,  lor  the  introduction  of  foreign  labor.  Three  small  islands 
in  the  bay  were  purchased  for  the  free  reception  and  care  of  from  800 
to  1,000  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  eight  days.  Transportation  by  rail 
and  steamboat  to  the  provinces  was  offered  free.  In  Espirito  Santo, 
Parana,  and  Sao  Pedro  do  sue  commissions  were  organized  for  allotting 
state  land  to  immigrants. 

The  efforts  of  the  Government  have  been  signally  unsuccessful. 

The  number  of  spontaneous  immigrants  in  1876  was  30,000;  in  1877, 
29,000;  1882,  24,49.J  (official);  1883,24,827  (official);  there  also  came 
the  same  year  1,962  under  special  contracts.  For  the  month  of  May 
ultimo,  the  latest  statistics  I  possess,  the  number  of  immigrants  was 
2,806,  of  which  num ber  329  were  females.  According  to  nationality  there 
were  1,618  Portuguese,  655  Italian,  247  German,  116  Spanish,  110 
French,  39  Austrian,  12  English,  and  9  others ;  of  these  2,806  only  204 
went  to  the  provinces  to  be  agricultural  laborers  or  settlers.  In  the 
same  month  there  left  the  Empire  777  foreigners  classed  as  immigrants, 
so  that  the  actual  gain  for  May  was  2,029.  The  Journal  do  Commercio, 
commenting  upon  these  figures,  says: 

If  we  except  the  Portuguese,  who  are  not  drawn  hither  by  theeft'orts  of  the  admin- 
istration, from  the  totality  (2,806)  as  ent-ered  in  May,  we  have  only  1,188,  which  cer- 
tainly gives  an  insiguiticant  result  for  our  system.  Although  we  would  like  to  say 
the  contrary',  it  is  but  true  that  the  current  of  immigration  to  Brazil  shows  no  in- 
crease; we  fear  it  will  decrease  when  we  consider  that  of  all  the  countries  now  en-, 
gaged  in  populating  their  territories  it  is  Brazil  that  offers  the  least  inducements 
to  the  foreign  laborer. 

*  Consul-General  Andrews's  report,  April,  1884. 
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Of  the  24,827,  who  arrived  iu  1883, 13,737  were  transported  to  the 
provinces,  principally  to  S^  Paulo  and  to  Bio  Grande  do  8nl.  These 
represent  the  number  intending  to  engage  in  working  the  land.  The 
remaining  11,090  either,  in  part,  staid  in  Bio,  returned  to  Europe,  or 
went  to  the  Biver  Plata. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  Brazil  has  an  area  equal  to  that  of  the  United 
States  (excepting  Alaska),  and  that  her  population  does  not  reach 
11,000,000,  the  figures  given  above  are  disconragiug. 

The  Government  assumes  all  third-class  passengers  arriving  in  Bio 
to  be  immigrants.  This  leads  to  some  error,  as  occasionally  numbers 
under  this  head  come  to  engage  in  some  specific  work  for  which  they 
have  contracted  before  leaving  Europe,  and  on  the  expiration  of  which 
they  immediately  return  with  their  savings. 

The  legal  status  of  the  immigrant  is  based  on  the  law  of  1879.  Un- 
der it  contracts  are  authorized  by  the  Government  to  be  made  with  for- 
eign laborers  for  a  term  of  years  not  exceeding  five ;  provision  is  made 
for  the  renewal  of  contracts ;  the  immigrant  is  not  allowed  to  substitute 
anyone  in  his  place  to  fill  out  his  term  in  case  he  is  unwilling  or  unable 
to  continue  longer  in  the  service  of  the  contractor;  in  case  the  con- 
tractee  becomes  the  debtor  of  the  contractor  he  is  obliged  to  remain 
one  or  two  years  longer  in  service  under  the  original  contract ;  the  con- 
tractor is  permitted  to  summarily  dismiss  a  contractee  for  prolonged  ill- 
ness, drunkenness,  or  attack  upon  his  honor  or  that  of  his  family,  and 
for  insubordination.  There  is  a  clause  also  that  specifies  that  in  the 
absence  of  a  specific  agreement  the  laborer  is  to  receive  half  the  crop 
in  case  he  has  a  separate  parcel  of  land  allotted  to  him. 

In  practice  the  contractor  makes  a  specific  agreement  with  the  im- 
migrant for  five  years,  and  where  there  is  to  b^  a  division  of  the  crop, 
the  immigrant's  share  is  nearer  one-fifth  than  one-half.  The  contractees 
find  themselves  so  much  in  the  power  of  their  masters  that  many  of 
them  run  away,  preferring  to  lose  their  interest  in  the  crop  rather  than 
remain  longer  in  a  condition  of  virtual  serfdom.  In  some  cases  the  im- 
migrants who  engage  to  work  on  fazendas  (plantations)  live  in  the  same 
tenzalas  (quarters)  with  the  slaves,  and,  in  almost  every  case,  as  con- 
tractees they  are  far  less  independent  than  they  were  in  the  Old  World. 

The  subject  of  immigration  has  an  entirely  difterent  aspect  in  Brazil 
from  what  it  has  in  the  United  States,  Australia,  and  the  Argentine  Be- 
public  There  immigration  is  desired  to  open  up  and  develop  the  latent 
resources;  here  the  object  is  to  replace  the  slave  labor  on  land  al- 
ready for  years  under  a  fair  degree  of  cultivation. 

Nearly  the  only  occupation  outside  the  large  cities  open  to  the  un- 
skilled laborer  arriving  in  Brazil  is  work  on  a  fazendaj  unless  he  can 
aftord  to  wait  from  five  to  eight  years  before  realizing  anything  from  his 
efforts.  The  staples,  coffee  and  sugar,  require  on  a  new  plantation, 
the  former  five  years,  the  latter  two,  before  their  crops  pay  at  all.  Of 
coarse,  precedent  to  this  is  the  necessary  cleaning  and  preparation  of 
the  ground. 

The  importation  of  labor  to  work  the  land  is  especially  desirable  be- 
cause there  is  no  free  agricultural  labor  in  the  country.  The  lower 
dames  of  Brazilians  work  only  when  compelled  by  the  direst  necessity, 
and  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  that  steady,  constant  labor  requisite  for 
manipulating  the  soil  successfully.  The  Brazilian  is  the  offspring  of 
either  the  Portuguese  and  negro,  or  the  Portuguese  and  Indian,  or  the 
Indian  and  negro. 

3f  b 
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While  this  mixtare  of  races  has  prodaoed  many  mea  remarkable  in  politics,  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  and  even  in  letters,  every  one  knows  this  nUii$Mge  has 
not  formed  a  people  of  steady,  economical  workers.* 

One  characteristic  of  the  nation  is  a  certain  mistrust,  a  feeling  of  sus- 
picion and  dislike  towards  foreigners.  Formerly  this  feeling  was  very 
bitter,  but  it  has  now  nearly  entirely  disappeared.  It  accounts  in  a 
large  measure  for  the  fact  that  foreigners  do  not  care  to  become  natural- 
ized ;  they  do  not  come  as  genuine  immigrants,  but  as  colonists,  and 
remain  so,  never  becoming  part  of  the  body  politic  of  the  country.  One 
finds  here  the  Portuguese,  French,  and  English  colonies,  besides  others, 
each  retaining  its  distinctive  national  characteristics. 

As  a  way  to  solve  the  land-labor  question  it  has  been  suggested  and 
advocated  that  the  la,Tgefaz€nd(M  be  divided  into  small  farms  to  be  cal- 
tivated  by  the  immigrants  on  easy  terms,  and  that  the  fazendeiros  (land- 
lords) only  retain  direct  control  of  the  mills  and  machinery  for  prepar- 
ing the  coffee  and  cane  for  market,  such  machinery  being  far  too  ex- 
pensive for  the  immigrant  to  possess.  The  field  work  would  then  be 
under  the  management  of  the  men  who  perform  it,  while  the  fazendeiros 
would  control  the  more  advanced  stages  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
crops.  It  is  probable  some  such  plan  as  this  will  have  to  be  adopted 
when  the  negroes  are  fi*eed. 

Brazil  cannot  expect  a  really  desirable  class  of  laborers  to  come  to 
her  until  slavery  is  abolished,  until  all  religious  orders  are  put  on  the 
same  footing,  and  until  more  satisfactory  immigration  laws  are  enacted. 

The  question  of  immigration  to  this  Empire  is  of  great  import  to  the 
countries  of  the  Old  World  looking  for  an  outlet  for  their  surplus  popu- 
lation. The  interest  the  United  States  takes  in  the  subject  is,  of  course, 
of  a  difierent  nature,  it  being  the  earnest,  sincere  desire  to  see  afiriendly 
power  succeed  in  its  plans  for  the  prosperity  of  its  people. 
I  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  B.  TRAIL. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

No.  23. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  188.J  Legation  of  the  United  States 

IN  Central  Amebioa, 
Guatemala^  January  3,  1884.  (Received  January  26.) 
Sib  :  The  Republic  of  Salvador  has  promulgated  recently  its  third 
constitution  in  twenty  years,  viz,' the  constitution  of  1864,  reported  by 
Mr.  Partridge  in  his  dispatch  No.  40,  of  the  12th  of  April  of  that  year ; 
the  constitution  of  187  L,  by  Mr.  Biddle  in  his  No.  13,  of  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1872 ;  and  the  present  constitution,  decreedon  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1883.  A  printed  copy  and  a  partial  translation  of  the  latter  are 
transmitted  herewith,  and  I  beg  to  invite  your  consideration  of  a  few 
of  its  provisions : 

Art.  2.  Salvador  coDslders  herself  a  separated  seotion  of  the  Central  American 
nation,  and  is  disposed  to  concur  with  all  or  any  of  the  Republics  into  which  it  is 

•  Prof.  Louis  Conty^. 
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diTidedl  in  the  organization  of  a  national  Government  whenever  circumstances  may 
permit  or  it  may  snit  her  interest,  as  also  to  form  a  part  of  the  great  Latin  Amer- 
ican confederation. 

Art  14.  The  free  exercise  of  all  reliscions  is  guaranteed,  without  other  limits  than 
those  prescribed  by  morality  and  public  order. 

In  the  former  constitatiou  the  Soman  Catholic  apostolic  religion  Js 
declared  that  of  the  state ;  other  sects  were  merely  tolerated. 

Art.  76.  The  duration  of  the  presidential  term  shall  be  four  years,  which  sliall  com- 
mence and  terminate  on  the  1st  of  February  of  the  year  of  renewal. 

Under  the  constitation  of  1872  the  duration  of  the  presidential  term 
was  also  four  years,  but  without  immediate  r^-election ;  that  is,  the  Pres- 
ident could  not  be  re-elected  for  a  successive  term.  This  provision  in 
the  old  constitution  being  abolished  permits  of  the  constitutional  re- 
election of  President  Zaldivar,  which  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  principal 
object  aimed  at  in  the  formation  of  this  new  constitution. 

There  are  other  provisions  in  the  new  constitution,  which  relate  to 
the  status  of  foreigners  and  the  chiMren  of  foreigners,  which  will  be  the 
subject  of  my  next  dispatch. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  jU.  HALL. 


No.  24. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

¥0. 1«>.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

IN  Central  America, 
Guatemala^  January  3,  1884.    (Received  January  26.) 

Sir  :  Mr.  Logan,  in  his  dispatches  numbered  44  and  45,  of  the  6th 
and  22d  December,  1879,  from  this  legation,  invited  the  Department's 
consideration  of  certain  articles  of  the  new  constitution  of  Guatemala 
affecting  the  rights  of  foreign  residents  of  the  country,  and  conflicting 
with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries,  which  declare 
that  the  children,  wherever  they  may  be  born,  of  their  citizens  and  sub- 
jects, retain  the  nationality  of  their  parents.  He  also  reports  in  the  same 
dispatches  the  action  taken  by  his  colleagues  of  Great  Britain,  Ger- 
many, France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  at  a  meeting  called  by  himself  to  con- 
sider and  to  adopt  a  common  action  in  recommending  a  modification  of 
the  articles  referred  to,  the  constitution  being  at  the  time  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  Legislative  Assembly.  No  modifications,  however,  were 
adopted,  and  a  few  days  later  the  constitution,  with  all  of  its  objec- 
tionable features,  was  promulgated. 

As  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yon  in  my  No.  188,  the  Republic  of  Sal- 
vador has  recently  adopted  a  new  constitution,  into  which  many  of  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  constitution  of  Guatemala  have  been  in- 
serted, among  them  the  same  articles  relating  to  foreigners  (5, 14,  and 
23)  of  which  Mr.  Logan  and  his  colleagues  complained,  as  the  following 
extracts  will  show : 

Article  17  contains  the  following : 

Foreigners  shall  not  have  the  rieht  of  recourse  to  diplomatic  aid  except  in  cases  of 
denial  of  jnstioe.  The  sentence  of  a  conrt  which  may  not  be  favorable  to  the  claim- 
snt  ahaU  not  be  considered  a  denial  of  jastice. 

The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  the  second  paragraph  of  article  23  of  the 
constitution  of  Guatemala. 
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Art.  37.  Native  Salvadoriftn  oitizeos  are  those  who  are  horn  in  the  territory  of  the 
Bepablic,  except  the  children  of  diplomatic  representativ  es  or  of  foreigners  who  may 
be  accidentally  in  the  country. 

The  article  In  the  Guatemalan  constitution  correspondiog  to  the  fore- 
going is  as  follows : 

Art.  5.  Paragraph  1.  All  persons  bom  or  who  may  be  bom  in  the  territory  of  the 
Bepublic^  whatever  may  be  the  nationality  of  the  father,  excepting  the  children  ot 
diplomatic  agents. 

Art.  40.  Neither  Salvadorians  nor  foreigners  can  in  any  case  claim  indemnity  for 
damages  and  injories  caused  by  factions. 

The  original,  in  Spanish,  of  the  foregoing,  is  a  copy  of  article  14  of  the 
Guatemalan  constitution. 

Art.  42.  The  fact  of  a  Salvadorian  woman  marrying  with  a  foreigner  does  not 
divest  her  of  her  character  of  Salvadorian 

The  objections  to  the  several  articles  of  the  Guatemalan  constitution, 
as  they  affect  foreigners  and  are  set  forth  in  Mr.  Logan's  No.  44  and  No. 
45,  apply  to  the  same  provisions  in  the  constitution  of  Salvador.  After 
the  failure  of  the  diplomatic  corps  to  obtain  any  modification  of  theGuate- 
malan  constitution  while  it  was  being  discussed  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, the  several  representatives  referred  to  addressed  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  notes  similar  to  Mr.  Logan's,  a  copy  of  which  is  an- 
nexed for  convenient  reference.  Although  I  do  not  find  any  special  in- 
struction on  this  subject  to  Mr.  Logan,  but  as  notes  were  addressed  by 
himself  and  his  colleagues  to  the  Guatemalan  Government  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  its  constitution,  expressing  dissent  as  to  the  provis- 
ions above  mentioned  relating  to  foreigners,  I  have,  in  accord  with  the 
same  colleagues,  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Salva- 
dorian Government  thereto,  by  addressing  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
the  note  of  which  inclosure  No.  2  is  a  copy. 

The  representatives  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Ctermany,  Spain,  and 
Italy  have  also  addressed  the  minister  notes  in  similar  terms. 

I  trust  that  my  action  as  above  reported  will  meet  your  approval. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  0.  HAIili. 


[Inolosore  1  in  No.  189.1 
Mr,  Logan  io  Mr,  fferrera. 

GuATEBfALA,  December  19, 1879. 

Sir  :  The  andersigDed  has  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  joar  excellenoy'a  note  of  the 
17th  instant,  inclosing  six  copies  of  the  constitution  recently  adopted  by  the  National 
Constitnent  Assembly  of  Gnatemala,  and  now  officially  promnlgated  as  operative  from 
the  Ist  day  of  March  next. 

Having  carefully  perused  the  printed  copy,  he  has  noticed  certain  articles  of  the 
constitution  which  seriously  affect  the  plainest  rights  of  his  countrymen,  as  well  as 
his  own  faculties  and  prerogatives  as  a  foreign  representative. 

In  view  of  the  instructions  of  bis  Qovemment,  he  has,  therefore,  to  declare  that  he 
wiU  continue  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  to  protect  the  persons  and  interests  of  his 
countrymen,  to  cause  their  Just  rights  to  be  respected,  to  sustain  their  proper  olaima, 
and  to  demand  redress  in  all  cases  in  which  diplomatic  intervention  may  be  justified 
by  the  law  of  nations. 

With  sentiments,  &c,, 

C.  A.  LOGAK. 
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flnolosnre  2  in  Ho.  180.] 
Mr,  Hall  to  Mr,  Gallegos. 

GuATBMAUL,  December  24,  18S3. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  ioform  your  exoelleooy  that  my  attention  has  been  invited 
to  the  new  constitotion  of  the  Repnblic  of  Salvador  (published  in  the  Diario  Ofioial  of 
that  capital  of  the  8th  instant),  and  especially  to  i^  provisions  relating  to  foreigners. 
These  provisions  are  identical  in  text  or  tenor  with  those  of  the  constitution  of  Guate- 
mala of  1879,  which  were  at  the  time  the  subject  of  protest  on  the  part  of  mv  predeoes- 
■or,  Mr.  Cornelius  A.  Logan,  who,  inview  of  his  instructions,  declared  to  the  Guatemalan 
Goyemment  that  the  provisions  referred  to  affect  "  the  plainest  rights  of  his  country- 
men, as  well  as  his  own  faculties  and  prerogatives  as  a  foreign  representative." 

In  accordance  with  the  same  instructions.  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  state 
that  wherein  the  above-named  provisions  affect  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  my  Government  will  require  that  those  rights  shall  be  respected,  that  their 
just  claims  shall  be  sustained,  and  that  redress  shall  be  demanded  in  all  cases  in  which 
diplomatic  intervention  may  be  Justified  by  international  law. 
I  luMre,  Ac, 

HENRY  C.  HALL. 


No.  25. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

IExtraot.1 

No.  196.]  Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States 

IN  Central  Amerioa, 
Ouatemalaj  January  21, 1884.    (Received  February  15.) 

8m :  In  my  dispatch  No.  189,  of  the  3d  instant,  I  inclosed  a  copy  of 
iDj  note  of  the  24th  December  nltimo,  addressed  to 'the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  of  Salvador,  in  relation  to  certain  provisions  of  the  new 
constitution  of  that  state  touching  the  rights  of  foreigners  and  the 
prerofi^atives  of  foreign  representatives. 

I  have  now  to  transmit  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  minister's  reply, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  to  my  note  above  mentioned,  in  which  I  am  in- 
formed  that  the  Oovemment  of  Salvador  accepts  as  sincere  the  views 
expressed  by  me,  and,  while  dissenting  thereftem  as  to  the  provisions 
in  question  affecting  the  rights  of  foreigners  or  the  prerogatives  of  for- 
eign representatives,  it  declares  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  continue 
to  accept  the  diplomatic  intervention  of  foreign  representatives  in  con- 
formity with  the  treaties  in  force  and  the  general  provisions  of  inter- 
national law. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  0.  HALL. 


[InolMure  in  No.  185.~TrMuUti<m.] 

SeHar  Gallegoa  to  Mr.  Hall. 

IfnasTRY  OP  FoRKiGN  Relations  of  thb  Rbpubug  op  Salvador, 

San  Salvador^  Januarjf  4,  1884. 
Mr.  If IHISTRB :  By  yonr  exoeUenc^y's  coarteoas  commanicatioD  of  the  24th  nltimo 
Ihe  Salrador  Qoyenunent  has  be«D  mfonned  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  new 
constiiotion  of  the  Repablio  have  attracted  yoar  attention,  being  identical  with  those 
which  in  1879  were  the  object  of  the  protest  of  one  of  your  predecessors  in  Gnatemala, 
in  Tirtoe  of  their  affecting  as  well  the  rights  of  yonr  fellow-citizens  as  your  own 
rights  and  prerogatives  as  a  foreign  representative.    With  this  view,  foUowiog  the 
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same  instructions  given  previously  by  your  Government,  your  excellency  stated  that 
wherein  the  provisions  referred  to  aftect  the  rights  of  your  fellow-citizens  you  will 
ask  that  they  maybe  respected  and  theirjust  claims  attended  to  in  all  cases  in  which 
diplomatic  intervention  may  be  justified  by  international  law. 

Itt  My  Government  at  once  accepts  as  sincere  your  excellency's  courteous  manifestation, 
and  although  dissenting  essentially  in  the  appreciation  of  the  provisions  allnded  to, 
which,  in  its  judgment,  far  from  impairing,  recognize  the  rights  of  foreigners  to  the 
same  extent  and  under  the  same  guarantees  as  of  Salvadonans,  has  no  objection  to 
declare  at  the  same  time,  which  it  does  through  my  medium,  that  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  pastiy  it  will  continue  to  accept  the  diplomatic  intervention  of  foreign  representa- 
tives in  conformity  with  the  treaties  in  force  and  with  the  general  provisions  of  in- 
ternational law. 
Having  thus  answered  your  excellency's  referred  to  commnnicatiou, 
I  have,  &Cm 

SALVADOR  GALLBGOS. 


No.  26. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  241.]         ^  Legation  op  the  United  States  , 

IN  Central  America, 
Guatemala^  July  25, 1884.    (Received  August  15.) 

Sir  :  In  May,  1883,  the  Costa  Eican  Coufi^^ess  passed  a  law  making 
Port  Limon,  on  the  Atlantic,  a  free  port  for  the  term  often  years.  Ten 
months  later,  the  same  Congress,  without  giving  any  previous  notice 
of  its  intention,  regardless  of  the  foreign  interests  created,  foreign 
capital  invested,  and  foreign  enterprises  undertaken  under  the  indace- 
ments  held  out  by  that  act,  repealed  the  law  and  established  the  former 
tariff  upon  imports.  I  inclose  copies  and  translations  of  both  decrees. 
''  I  inclose  also  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Consul  Morrell,  with 
its  inclosnre  from  a  well-known  American  who  has  large  interests  in 
that  country.  From  these  it  appears  that  the  publication  and  execn- 
tion  of  the  act  of  repeal  were  simultaneous,  the  Government  commenc- 
ing at  once  to  levy  duties  on  goods  imported  under  the  assurances  of  a 
free  entry. 

It  appears  also  that  the  principal  commercial  interests  of  Limon  are 
American ;  that  two  merchants  of  the  place  are  now  abroad  making 
purchases  of  merchandise,  in  the  full  faith  that  it  was  to  be  a  free  port 
for  ten  years ;  that,  knowing  nothing  of  the  change,  they  will,  of  course, 
npon  their  return,  come  into  conflict  with  the  Oovernment. 

Other  parties  were  making  preparations  to  enter  into  the  business  of 
raising  fruit  for  the  markets  of  the  United  States. 
ff  While  there  may  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  the  Costa  Bican  Con- 
gress to  revoke  the  law  referred  to,  it  seems  but  just  that  some  previous 
notice  thereof  should  have  been  given  or  a  reasonable  time  allowed  the 
interested  parties  to  adjust  their  business  affairs  to  the  new  conditions. 
As  the  matter  now  stands  it  has  all  the  appearance  of  bad  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  Government. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  instruct  the  con- 
sal  at  San  Jos^  to  receive  the  protests  of  our  citizens  who  may  be  in- 
jured in  their  interests  by  the  action  of  the  Costa  Bican  Government, 
and  especially  those  who  have  imported  goods  under  guarantee  of  the 
law  now  repealed.  I  h^ve  also  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENBY  C.  HALL. 
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[InolMnre  1  in  Ko.  241.— Tnnslatioii.] 

Law  Ho,  6  of  May  22,  1683,  making  Limon  a  free  pwrU 

The  CoDstitational  Congress  of  the  Repablio  of  Costa  Bica  decrees : 
Abticlx  1.  The  district  of  Limon  is  declared  t-o  be  ft'ee  of  customs  imports.    The 
importation  of  material  of  war  is  alone  excepted  from  the  exemption  established  bj' 
thtt  article. 

Abt.  2.  The  Executive  is  authorized  to  make  the  demarkation  of  the  zone  which  is 
declared  free,  for  which  the  port  of  Limon  and  Kio  Suclo  must  be  taken  as  starting 
points. 

Akt.  3.  He  is  authorized  also  tu  remove  the  custom-house  to  Rio  Sucio,  to  dictate 
aU  measures  conducive  to  that  end,  and  to  incur  the  expenses  required  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  law. 

Abt.  4.  The  exemptions  thus  established  shall  commence  to  take  efifect  on  the  10th 
day  of  Aagnst  next,  and  shall  continue  duriug  ten  years. 

Given  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  national  palace,  at  San  Jos^,  the  22d  day  of  May, 
1883w 

JUAN  M.  CARAZO, 

Preiident. 
VICENTE  C.  8EGREDA, 

First  Secretary, 
A.  SANTOS, 
*  Second  Secretary, 

Prbsidkntial  Palace,  San  Jos^,  May  22,  1883. 
Let  it  be  executed. 

P.  FERNANDEZ. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  Finance,  Bernardo  Soto. 


flnolotare  2  in  No.  241.— TnosUtion.] 

Law  No,  20  of  the  \9(k  of  June,  1884,  repealing  law  No,  6  o/  <*«  22d  of  May,  1883,  ^ 
which  Limon  wa$  made  a  free  port. 

The  Constitutional  Congress  of  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  considering  that  the  law 
of  the  22d  of  May,  1883,  has  not  had  the  results  that  were  expected  of  it,  but  has  pro- 
duced grave  prejudice  to  the  customs  revenue  and  to  commerce  in  general;  that  this 
revenue  being  assigned  to  the  payment  of  the  internal  debt,  whose  prompt  cancella- 
tion is  of  lively  interest  to  the  country,  decrees : 

Sole  article.  Said  law  No.  6  of  the  22d  of  May,  1883,  is  repealed.    ( 1 )  The  Executive 
ahaUproYide  the  necessary  regulation  for  the  custom-houses  and  customs  guards.    (2) 
The  uecotive  shall  equi^  two  small  steam-cruisers  for  watching  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Given  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  national  palace,  at  San  Jos^,  the  19th  day  of  June, 
18o4 

JUAN  M.  CARAZO. 

Preeident. 
JESUS  SALANO, 

Secretary, 
MANRO  FERNANDEZ, 

Secretary. 

PRB8IDBNTLAL  Palacb,  Sak  J08^,  June  19,  1884. 

Lei  it  be  executed. 

P.  FERNANDEZ. 

Tbe  Sbcsvtart  of  State  for  the  Department  of  Fimancx  and  Commerce. 
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(Inclosore  8  in  No.  241,  extract] 
Mr,  M^rrell  io  Mr.  Hall 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
J  San  JoB^,  Co$ta  Bioa,  July  1,  1864. 

Sir:  *  •  »  i  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copies  of  law  No.  6,  dated 
May  22, 1883,  making  Limon  a  free  port  for  ten  yeais  from  the  10th  of  Angust,  1883, 
and  of  law  No.  20,  dated  June  19,  1884,  repealing  it.  The  question  arises  in  my  mind^ 
''  How  can  such  things  be  f"  Mr.  Volio,  among  other  arguments  in  support  of  the  re- 
peal, savs,  "  Such  things  are  done  all  the  world  over.*'  His  boundary  or  this  world,  if 
not  of  the  whole  universe,  is  probably  limited  to  Si>ain  and  all  the  Spanish- American 
countries.  Would  or  could  the  United  States  Congress  repeal  a  law  making  a  cer- 
tain port  free  for  ten  years,  in  less  than  one  year  f  Is  not  such  an  act  on  the  part  or 
Congress  virtually  a  contract  entered  into  with  the  entire  outside  world  for  a  speci- 
fied time  f  As  it  is,  this  country  will  itself  be  the  principal  sufferer.  Parties  with 
large  capital  were  already  making  preparations  to  enter  into  business  at  Limon  on  a 
large  scale ;  but  in  conse<iuence  of  this  new  law  they  have  retired.  But  how  aboat 
the  houses  already  established  there  f  *  •  «  Mr.  Willis.  Mr.  Keith's  representa- 
tiye,  promised  to  give  me  some  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter,  which  I  will  inclose  to 
you  if  received  in  time. 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  MORRELL. 


[Inolosare  4  in  Ho.  341.] 
Mr,  Keith  to  Mr.  Marrell. 

San  Jo8£,  Costa  Rica,  July  1, 1884. 

Sir  :  Allow  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  great  piece  of  injustice  which  has  been 
committed  by  the  Government  of  this  Republic,  in  order  that,  should  you  think  fit, 
you  may  bring  the  matter  before  your  Government. 

According  to  a  decree  duly  passed  by  Congress  and  sanctioned  by  the  executive 
power,  Limon,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  was  declared  a  free  port,  together  with  a  cer- 
tain jEone  within  given  boundaries,  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  counting  firom  the  10th  of 
Auffust,  1883,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  decree  to  that  effect  duly  published  idHhe  offi- 
cial gazette  of  this  Republic,  dated  the  23d  May,  188.1.  Since  the  10th  August  last 
year,  in  conformity  witn  the  decree,  said  port  and  zone  have  been  free,  but  on  the  19th 
of  this  month,  without  any  previous  notice  or  warning,  the  Congress  have  thought 
fit  to  pass  a  decree  derogating  completely  this  franchise,  which  decree  has  been  duly 
sanctioned  by  the  executive  power  and  published  in  the  official  gazette  of  2Ut  in- 
stant. 

The  Government  has  already  commenced  to  collect  duties  on  goods  that  have  ar- 
rived or  are  arriving,  although  they  may  have  been  ordered  months  ago,  in  accordance 
with  the  decree  which  establishes  the  freedom  or  exemption  from  customs  duties  for 
ienyears. 

Within  the  last  year  a  new  industry  has  very  much  increased  in  the  free  zone,  and 
that  is  the  planting  and  cultivation  of  bananas  by  persons  of  all  nationalities,  who 
have  made  their  calculations  upon  a  f^ree  port.  At  the  present  time  from  25,000  to 
30,000  bunches  a  month  are  exported  to  New  York,  which  amount  is  daily  increasin^^ 
and  several  projects  were  on  foot  for  augmenting  this  business  with  foreign  capitiS, 
which  was  being  subscribed  for  in  Boston  and  New  Orleans  on  the  basis  of  a  free 
port. 

Having  a  contract  for  the  development  of  the  Atlantic  division  of  the  Costa  Ric& 
Railroad  for  five  years,  any  chan^  of  this  kind  being  made  is  extremely  prejudicial 
to  my  interests,  not  only  increasing  very  considerably  the  working  expenses  of  the 
railroJE^,  owing  to  my  havine  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  labor,  but  also  tending  to  di- 
minish instead  of-^ugment  tue  receipts  of  banana  freights,  upon  which  I  had  baaed 
my  calculations,  owing  to  fhrther  planting  consequent  on  the  decree  declaring  the 
port  and  zone  ft«e. 

I  may  mention  that  the  principal  merchants  in  Limon,  together  with  myself,  are 
American  citizens,  as  you  are  aware,  and  I  think  should  be  en^tled  td  some  protection 
fh>m  such  an  arbitrary  act  and  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Goyemment  of 
one  countiT  and  the  citizens  of  all  others. 

Two  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Limon  are  at  present  abroad  making  purchaaea 
of  merchandise,  in  the  fall  faith  of  a  free  port  for  ten  yeare,  and  know  nothing  of  the 
change  Just  made,  and  will  doubtless  come  into  conflict  with  this  Goyemment,  on 
their  arrival  here,  when  duties  are  exacted.    Having  very  large  interests  at  stake  in 
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this  conntry,  I  am  extremely  nnwillinfir  to  come  into  conflict  with  the  Government^ 
or  OTOQ  to  do  anything  prejadicial  to  its  interests  in  any  way ;  bnt  certainly  I  think 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  inquired  into  by  the  dififerent  Governments,  in  the 
interests  of  their  citizens  residents  here  who  may  have  been  misled  into  entering 
into  business  in  Limon  under  the  veil  of  a  free  port. 
Trusting  you  will  give  the  matter  your  best  attention, 
I  am,  «&c., 

MINOR  C.  KEITH, 


[IncUMore  6  in  No.  241. 

Mr,  Hail  to  Bettor  Ca$tro, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States  in  Central  America, 

Guatemala,  Julg  25,  1884. 
Sir:  My  attention  has  been  invited  to  the  act  of  the  Costa  Rican  Congress  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  repealing  the  decree  of  the  23d  of  May,  1883,  by  which  Limoa  was  made 
a  free  port  for  tne  period  of  ten  years.  I  have  been  informed  also  that  the  new  act  was 
immediately  carried  into  effect,  without  any  consideration  whatever  for  the  foreign 
interests  created  under  the  guarantees  of  the  former  law. 

While  awaiting  the  definite  instructions  of  ray  Government,  to  which  I  have  com- 
municated the  facts  above  mentioned,  I  am  constraine<l  to  protest  most  respectfully, 
in  behalf  #f  American  citizens  whose  interests  are  affected,  against  the  act  of  the  19th 
of  June,  1884,  and  especially  against  its  immediate  enforcement,  as  also  against  the 
collection  of  duties  upon  merchandise  imported  under  the  guarantee  and  faith  of  the 
act  of  the  same  Congress  which  declared  Limon  to  be  a  free  nort  from  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, 18»3.  At  the  same  time  I  venture  to  assure  your  excellency,  in  advance  of  def- 
mite  instmctioDS,  that  my  Government  will  expect  for  their  citizens  full  indemnity 
ft>r  all  losses  and  injuries  they  may  sustain  in  consequence  of  the  action  referred  to  of 
the  Costa  Rican  Congress. 
I  have,  drc, 

HENRY  C.  HALL. 


No.  27. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Hall. 

Ko.  170.]  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

WashingtoHj  August  20, 1884. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  241,  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  respecting  the  decrees  of  the  Government  of  Oosta  Bioa 
in  reference  to  the  port  of  Limon. 

It  appears  that  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  1883,  the  Congress  of  Gosta 
Biea  passed  a  law  declaring  the  port  of  Limon  free  of  customs  imports 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  to  take  effect  from  August  10, 1883. 

It  further  appears  that  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1884,  the  same  Con- 
gress, without  giving  any  previous  notice  of  its  intention,  repealed  the 
law  of  May  22, 1883,  and  reestablished  the  former  tariff  upon  imports. 

It  also  appears  that  the  publication  and  execution  of  the  act  of  June 
19, 1884,  were  simultaneous,  aud  regardless  of  the  fonign  interests 
created  under  the  inducements  held  out  to  foreign  capitalists  by  the 
act  of  May  22, 1883. 

You  say  that  the  principal  commercial  interests  of  Limon  are  Ameri- 
can, and  that  you  have  instructed  the  United  States  consul  at  that 
port  to  receive  the  protest  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may 
have  incurred  losses  under  guarantees  of  the  act  of  May  22, 1883,  by 
the  investment  of  capital,  especially  in  foreign  goods  now  ready  for 
shipment  from  foreign  ports  or  on  their  way  to  Limon. 
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The  Department  fully  approves  of  the  discretion  with  which  jou  har# 
looked  after  the  interests  of  your  countrymen  in  this  matter. 

The  subject  is  deemed  a  proper  one  to  submit,  as  you  have  already 
done,  to  the  sense  of  equity  and  fair  dealing  of  the  Government  of 
Costa  Rica. 

Should  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica,  however,  reply  denying  re- 
sponsibility, as  of  right,  for  the  losses  thus  sustained,  you  will,  wi&oat 
delay,  transmit  all  claims  presented  to  you  on  behalf  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  arising  under  the  circumstances  before  mentioned, 
that  is  to  say,  all  claims  for  loss  arising  from  transactions  which  were 
anterior  to  the  notice  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  May  22, 1883,  accom- 
panied by  the  proofs  in  support  thereof,  for  the  consideration  and  ac- 
tion of  this  Department,  and  at  the  same  time  urge  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  Costa  Rica  the  right  of  this  Government  to  be  fully  indemnified 
for  all  losses  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  reason  of  the 
repeal,  without  reasonable  notice,  of  the  law  which  declared  Limon  a  free 
port  of  entry  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRBDK.  T.  FRELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  2S. 

Mr.  Whitehonse  to  Mr.  Davis. 

No.  2.]  Legation  op  the  United  States 

IN  Central  Amerioa, 
Ghuatemalaj  September  13,  1884.    (Received  October  10.) 

Sir  :  Referring  you  to  Mr.  Hall's  No.  241,  of  July  25, 1  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  in  a  note  dated  at  San  Jos^,  August  29, 1884,  and 
received  at  this  legation  on  September  7,  the  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs of  Costa  Rica  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Hall's  note  for  July 
25,  and  declines  to  consider  his  (Mr.  Hall's)  protest  against  the  imme- 
diate application  of  the  decree  revoking  the  law  of  May  22, 1883,  which 
made  Port  Limon  a  free  port  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 

The  minister  alleges  that  the  period  of  ten  years  specified  had  for  its 
object  to  fix  the  maximum  duration  of  the  franchise,  and  does  not  in 
any  way  bind  Congress  to  maintain  Port  Limon  free  for  a  whole  dec- 
ade. 

I  would  add  that  this  day  I  have  been  informed,  by  a  telegram  from 
a  trustworthy  source,  that  a  decree,  dated  the  5th  instan^  has  been 
issued,  by  virtue  of  which  the  "principal  articles"  {articulos  prindpales) 
can  be  imported  free  of  duty  for  the  use  of  the  district  of  Limon. 

By  this  it  would  appear  that  the  Congress  has  modified  its  decision 
since  the  date  of  the  communication  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
o  August  29,  above  mentioned. 

I  am  informed  by  the  British  minister  that  a  like  note  has  reached 
him. 

Awaiting  your  instructions  for  further  action  in  this  matter, 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  REMSEN  WHITE  HOUSE. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


CENTRAL    AMERICA.  48 

No.  29. 
Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  263.J  Legation  op  the  United  States 

IN  Central  America, 
Ouatemala,  October  1, 1884.    (Eteceived  October  27.) 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  No.  241,  of  the  25th  July,  relat- 
ing to  the  two  decrees  of  the  Costa  Bican  Government  of  the  22d  May, 
1883,  and  19th  of  June,  1884,  the  former  making  Limon  a  free  port  for 
ten  years  and  the  latter  revoking  the  law,  I  have  now  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  instraction  No.  170,  of  the  20th  August,  relating  to 
the  safne  subject  and  approving  my  action  in  protesting  against  the 
apparently  inconsiderate  action  of  the  Costa  Bican  Government.  •  •  • 

In  his  letter  of  the  Ist  of  August,  Mr.  Morrell  reports  having  trans- 
mitted to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  protest  of  Mr.  A.  K.  Brown 
against  the  detention  by  the  custom-house  at  Limon  of  goods  imported 
onder  the  decree  of  22d  May,  1883.  The  consul  reports  also  that  his 
communication  was  not  answered,  but  the  goods  of  the  party  were  re- 
leased immediately  and  no  duties  charged. 

Under  date  of  the  29th  August,  Minister  Castro  replies  to  my  not« 
of  the  25th  July  (of  which  a  copy  accompanies  my  No.  241),  wherein 
I  asked  that  a  reasonable  time  be  granted  the  interested  parties  before 
enforcing  the  last-mentioned  decree.  He  alleges  the  reasons  why  my 
snggestions  cannot  be  acceded  to,  and  claims  the  right  of  his  Govern- 
ment to  revoke  it  at  any  time ;  that  the  period  of  ten  years  had  for  its 
object  to  fix  its  maximum  duration,  and  in  no  way  obligated  the  Govern- 
ment to  maintain  a  free  port  at  Limon  during  a  whole  decade.  I  have 
replied  to  the  minister,  under  date  of  the  22d  ultimo,  insisting  that  the 
parties  whose  interests  have  been  injured  by  this  action  of  the  Costa 
Bican  Government  have  the  same  right  to  consider  the  period  stipu- 
lated in  the  decree  of  22d  May,  1883,  as  fixing  its  minimum  duration, 
and,  hi  consonance  with  your  instructions  above  referred  to,  I  have  in- 
formed the  minister  that  the  right  is  claiTned  for  our  citizens  to  be  fully 
indemnified  for  all  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  revocation, 
without  notice,  of  the  last-mentioned  decree. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENBY  C.  HALL. 


[iDolotare  1  in  No.  268.— TransUtion.] 

SeH&r  Castro  to  Mr.  Hall, 

Dkpartment  of  Foreign  Rklations  or  the 

Repubug  of  Costa  Rica, 

San  Jos4,  August  29,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  esteemed  commnDicatiDn  dated 
Onatemala,  25th  Jaly  ultimo. 

By  it  I  have  taken  note  that  your  excenenoy  oonaiders  Jnat  and  expedient  to  decree 
a  reaeonable  term  for  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  of  19th  Jnne  ultimo,  revoking  that 
of  the  22d  May,  1883,  which  eetablished  the  freedom  of  the  port  of  Limon,  wiUi  the 
view  of  avoiding  the  claims  which  otherwise  will  be  presented  against  mv  Qovemment. 
I  thank  yon  for  the  interest  yon  show  in  all  that  you  consider  favoraole  to  the  com- 
laeree  of  Costa  Rica  and  your  desire  to  avoid  reclamations  against  her ;  but  nermit 
lae  to  state  that  it  is  not  possible  to  accede  to  your  wishes,  not  only  becaose  the  op- 
portunity of  conceding  the  reasonabie  term  referred  to  is  past,  but  also  for  the  reasons 
which  I  shall  set  forth. 
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The  snpreme  executive  power  would  have  adopted  the  measure  you  suggest,  not  as 
^ a  right  nor  as  being  customary  in  cases  similar  to  the  one  in  question,  bht  out  of  con- 
sideration for  the  interests  created  nnder  the  franchise  and  that  were  going  to  suffer 
notably,  if  the  proximity  and  rapidity  of  communications  between  Limon  and  t&e 
principal  foreign  ports  from  whence  merchandise  is  imported  should  not  have  caused 
fears  tnat  the  merchants  would  take  advantage  of  the  term  conceded  them,  with  the 
sole  view  of  avoiding  greater  losses,  to  make  large  importations  to  Uie  prejudice  of 
the  public  treasury. 

In  addition,  my  Oovemment  does  not  believe  that  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  of 
June  19  referred  to  can  give  rise  to  just  claims  on  the  part  of  foreigners  or  of  nations, 
because  it  injures  the  rights  of  no  one.  The  time  of  ten  years  to  which  yon  refer  had 
for  its  object  to  fix  the  maximum  duration  of  the  same,  and  in  no  way  obligated  the 
legislative  power  to  maintain  a  free  port  at  Limou  for  a  whole  decade,  even  when  the 
inexpediency  of  the  decree  of  2!s2d  May,  1883,  was  apparent  from  the  iirst  month. 
Such  interpretation  isin'acc6rd  with  the  will  of  the  legislature,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  authentic. 

I  entertain  the  hope  that  the  foregoing  considerations  will  convince  you  that  there 
is  no  cause  for  the  claims  to  which  your  communication  refers. 
I  improve,  Ac, 

JOSfi  MA.  CASTRO. 


[InoloBnre  2  in  Ko.  268.  | 

Mr,  Hall  to  Stnw  Castro, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Ouaieoiata,  September  23,  1884. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
•ourteous  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo,  expressing  dissent  as  to  the  suggestions 
contained  In  my  note  of  25th  July,  relative  to  the  revocation  of  the  decree  of  the  22d 
May,  1883,  by  which  Limon  was  made  a  free  port  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 

Your  excellency  is  correct  in  estimating  the  motives  for  mj  referred  to  communi- 
cation. It  was  and  is  my  desire  to  avoid  the  reclamations  which  might  arise  in  con- 
sequence of  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  expression)  the  abrupt  revocation  of  a 
law  under  which  foreign  interests  were  created,  and,  as  your  excellency  admits,  would 
be  injured  by  such  revocation. 

Tour  excellency  is  pleased  to  state  also  that  the  opportunity  has  passed  for  con- 
ceding the  reasonable  postponement  asked  for,  but  that  the  snpreme  executive  power 
would  have  adopted  tne  measure  suggested  by  me—not  as  a  right  nor  as  a  custom  in 
such  oases,  but  out  of  consideration  for  the  interests  created  under  the  franchise 
which  would  notably  suffer — but  for  the  possibility  that  the  merchants  might  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make  heavy  importations,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  whose  interests  it  would  seem  tne  ^^ created  interests"  referred  to 
are  made  subservient. 

If  it  is  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  my  request  for  a  postponement  was  not  in 
time,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  was  made  immediately  upon  being  advised  of  the  revocation 
of  the  decree  of  the  22d  May,  1883. 

In  regard  to  the  right  of  remonstrance,  your  excellency  admits  that  the  interests 
created  under  the  franchise  would  suffer  notably  by  lis  revocation.  As  to  the  cus- 
tom in  such  cases,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  upon  what  precedent  your  excel- 
lency's Qovernment  supports  its  action  in  this  case.  Nor  can  I  concur  with  your  ex- 
cellency that  the  stipulation  of  the  term  of  ten  years  had  for  its  sole  object  to  flx  the 
maximum  duration  of  the  decree  of  the22d  May,  1883.  The  foreign  parties  whose  in- 
terests have  been  injured  by  its  revocation  had  the  same  right  to  consider  the  stipu- 
lated term  of  ten  years  to  be  the  *' minimum''  duration  of  the  decree  as  the  Oovem- 
ment of  your  excellency  has  to  consider  it  the  **  maximum." 

The  Department  of  State  of  my  Government,  to  which  I  have  referred  the  subject 
in  questjon,  authorises  me  to  say  that  it  is  deemed  a  proper  one  to  submit  to  the  sense 
of  equity  and  fair  dealing  of  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica,  and  I  am  further  in- 
stmoted,  should  your  excellency's  Government  deny  responsibility,  as  of  right,  for  the 
losses  thus  sustained,  to  transmit  wit<hout  delay  to  the  Department,  for  its  considera- 
tion, all  claims  presented  to  me  on  behalf  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  arising  under 
the  circumstances  referred  to,  and  at  the  same  time  respectfully  to  make  known  to  the 
Government  of  your  excellency  that  the  right  is  claimed  to  be  fully  indemnified  for  all 
losses  sustained  by  citisens  of  the  United  States  by  reason  of  the  repeal,  without  rea- 
sonable notice,  of  the  law  which  decreed  Limon  a  free  port  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 
I  improve,  &c., 

HENBT  C.  HALL. 
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No.  30. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Hall. 

No.  184.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtofiy  October  13, 1884. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  ultimo.  No.  2,  from  Mr. 
Whitehouse,  stating  that  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica  had  declined 
to  accept  your  protest  on  behalf  of  American  citizens  at  Port  Limon 
who  should  actually  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary  repeal  of  the 
law  of  May  22, 1883,  making  that  place  a  free  port  for  ten  years  from 
August  10, 1883.  He  also  reports  that,  according  to  information  which 
he  has  received  from  a  trustworthy  source,  a  decree  of  the  5th  ultimo 
has  been  issued  granting  the  right  to  import,  free  of  duty,  for  the  use  of 
the  district  of  Limon,  arUculos  principaUs  (principal  article^a). 

You  will,  if  possible,  confirm  Mr.  Whitehouse^s  report  and  furnish  the 
Department  with  whatever  information  bearing  upon  the  alleged  mod- 
ification you  can  obtain. 

At  any  rate,  the  situation  remains  practically  unchanged  from  what 
it  was  when  Mr.  Frelinghuysen's  instruction  No.  170,  of  August  20  last, 
was  sent,  in  response  to  your  No.  241.  You  will,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
transmit  to  the  Department  the  information  desired  by  its  No.  170,  in 
order  that  a  full  and  definite  understanding  of  the  subject  may  be  ar- 
rived at,  and  whatever  action  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
American  interests  which  have  actually  suffered  on  account  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Costa  Bica  may  be  speedily  taken. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  31. 

Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

No.  287.J  Legation  of  the  United  States 

IN  Central  America, 
Guatemala^  November  26, 1884.    (Received  December  16.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction 
No.  184,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  and  to  refer  you  in  reply  to  my  dispatch  No. 
263,  of  the  1st  of  the  same  month. 

As  no  complaints  of  losses  sustained  by  our  citizens  in  consequence 
of  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  May  22, 1883,  making  Limon  a  free  port  for 
ten  years,  have  yet  reached  this  legation,  there  appears  to  be  no  neces- 
sity at  present  for  further  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  the  Costa 
Bican  Government.  It  seems  that  the  Government  has  permitted  the 
free  importation  of  all  goods  that  were  ordered  under  the  guarantees  of 
the  former  law,  and  has  thus,  for  the  time  at  least,  avoided  motives  for 
complaint. 

The  decree  of  the  5th  September  last,  referred  to  in  your  instruction, 
granting  the  right  to  import  certain  articles  for  the  use  of  the  Limon 
dislziet,  does  not,  I  understand,  become  a  law  until  ratified  by  Congress. 
I  have,  &c, 

HENRY  C.  HALL. 
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CHINA. 

Ko.  32. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

lro.277.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking  J  November  8, 1883.    (Received  January  9, 1884.) 

Sir  :  In  several  recent  dispatches  I  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  a 
riotous  demonstration  against  foreigners  which  took  place  at  Cantou 
upon  the  10th  of  September  last,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit 
various  papers  in  reference  thereto,  which  will  place  you  in  possession 
of  all  the  information  now  in  the  hands  of  the  legation  upon  the  subject. 
These  papers  consist  of  copies  of  six  dispatches  received  from  Mr.  Con- 
sul Seymour,  and  extracts  from  newspaper  reports  of  the  affair. 

From  these  reports  you  will  gather  that  the  immediate  cause  of  the  riot 
was  the  accidental  or  intentional  drowning  of  a  Chinese  by  a  Portuguese 
watchman  employed  on  the  British  steamship  Hankow,  but  that  the 
feelings  of  the  populace  had  previously  been  roused  to  an  intense  degree 
by  the  wanton  murder  of  an  inoffensive  Chinese  by  a  British  subject 
named  Logan  while  the  latter  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  by  the  re« 
lease  of  two  of  Logan's  companions,  and  by  the  fear  that  Logan  himself 
would  either  be  released  or  escape  with  a  trifling  punishment.  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  address  you  more  at  length  upon  this  unfortunate  oc- 
currence within  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time  I  may  add  that  Logan 
has  been  tried  before  a  British  court,  convicted  of  manslaughter,  and 
sentenced  to  seven  years'  imprisonment.  The  viceroy  at  Canton  and 
the  foreign  office  here  have  protested  against  this  punishment  as  inade- 
quate, but,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  without  effect  The  air  is  full  of  ru- 
mors of  further  and  more  serious  disturbances  at  Canton,,  which,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  traced  to  any  reliable  source.  There  is  much  uneasy 
feeling  among  the  Chinese  at  other  ports,  and  the  situation  as  a  whole 
is  far  from  reassuring. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


(Inolosiire  1  in  Na  277.] 

Mr.  Sejffkour  to  Mr,  T<mng. 

No.  31.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

CantoUf  September  10,  188:)— 10  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Europeans  and  Americans  residing 
in  Canton  and  on  the  Shameen  have  had  an  interesting  day  during  which  some 
lives  were  lost  and  considerable  property  has  been  destroyed,  amounting  in  valae  to 
about  f^OO,  000,  with  incidental  damages  to  business  of  steamers  and  ships  to  Anongh 
more  to  make  a  total  loss  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  outbreak  of  the  mob  was  the  death  of  a  Chinaman  this 
morning  on  board  the  British  steamer  Hankow,  caused  by  the  kicks  of  a  Portu> 
g[uese  employ^  (watchman),  who  killed  the  Chinaman,  or  caused  him  to  roll  insen- 
sible into  the  water,  where  (it  is  commonly  alleged)  he  was  drowned,  although  it  is 
probable  the  man  died  of  the  kicks. 

Immediately  thereafter  the  Chinese  mob  fired  the  wharf  and  sheds  where  the  steamer 
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Haokow  was  moored,  and  wonld  have  set  the  steamer  on  fire  if  she  had  not  promptly 
oast  off  lines  and  steamed  up  the  river  in  front  of  the  Shameen  or  European  settle- 
ment. 

The  mob,  gathering  strength  with  the  excitement  of  the  occasion,  forced  their  way 
qaickly  upon  the  Earopean  reservation  (Shameen),  and,  commencing  with  the  new 
ioe  &ctory  of  Mr.  Raven,  which  was  soon  destroyed,  looted  or  pillaged  nearly  all 
of  the  dwellings  and  business  places,  to  the  number  of  a  dozen  valuable  buildings, 
east  of  the  BritiA  consulate  and  east  of  Messrs.  Russell  &,  Co/s  establishments,  which 
were  entered  by  the  leaders  of  the  mob,  Ave  of  whom  were  captured  while  attempt- 
ing to  fire  the  main  building,  from  which  they  were  ejected  in  time  to  save  it  from 
destmction. 

Four  of  the  five  captured  persons  escaped.  From  8  o'clock  a.  m.  until  after  1  o'clock 
p.  m.  the  mob  encountered  no  resistance  worth  mentioning;  but  after  five  hours  of 
pillage  and  incendiarism  the  mpb  were  interrupted  by  the  viceroy's  soldiers,  who  are 
now  ID  possession  of  the  Shameen  and  its  approaches. 

The  steamor  Hankow,  instead  of  proceeding  from  Canton  to  Hong-Kong,  has  re- 
mained in  port,  as  alt  concerned  regarded  it  extremely  hazardous  for^he  steamer  to 
carry  away  the  body  of  the  recovered  Chinaman  or  the  person  of  the  Portuguese  who 
caused  his  death,  no  one  feeling  authorized  to  act  for  the  Portuguese. 

This  afternoon  the  bod;^  of  the  murdered  Chinaman  was  removed  from  the  steamer, 
which  is  still  here,  aFaitiuf^  action  in  regard  to  the  Portuguese. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ladies  and  children  of  nearly  all  of  the  foreigners  who  could 
reach  steamers  in  port  took  refuge,  and  still  remain  thereon,  while  the  citizens  of 
western  nations,  to  the  number  ot  about  sixty  persons,  are  patrolling  the  Shameen, 
agreeably  with  an  organization  efi'ected  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  Canton  Club  House 
at  5  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  consular  corps,  representing  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  met  in  the  United  States  consulate  at  3  p.  m.  and 
acted  unitedly  in  reference  to  the  emergency.  A  copy  of  the  dispatch  adopted  by  all 
the  consular  officers  is  appended. 

At  present  matters  have  apparently  quieted  down  ;  but  with  over  three  millions  ot 
Chinese  within  a  radius  of  six  miles,  and  over  six  millions  within  a  i^adius  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles,  the  materials  are  abundant  for  a  continuance  or  renewal  of  the  de- 
plorable scenes  that  have  been  enacted  this  day  in  Canton. 

I  just  came  off  my  evening  patrol,  and  return  to  it  at  4  p.  m. 

I  can  only  assure  you  that,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  present  disturbed  con- 
dition of  the  Chinese  in  regartl  to  foreigners,  it  will  be  my  endeavd^  to  maintain  fidel- 
ity to  American  interests  and  honor,  while  performing  my  duties  toward  all  con- 
cerned. 

Telegraphic  communication  is  broken  and  mail  facilities  are  somewhat  disturbed, 
but  I  will  try  to  get  this  dispatch  to  you  through  the  hands  of  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Hong-Kong. 
I  am,  Ac, 

CHARLES  SEYMOUR, 

Consul, 

P.  S. — The  only  American  citizen  who  has  suffered  loss  by  the  Chinese  mob's  pillage 
and  incendiarism  is  £.  T.  Hoi  will,  esq.,  deputy  commissioner  of  imperial  maritime 
sostoma,  and  to  the  extent  of  about  910,000. 

C.  S. 


llnolosore  2  in  No.  277.] 

Mr,  Seifmowr  to  Vioerojf  Chang, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Canton,  September,  10;  1883—6  p.  m. 
Sir  :  In  drawing  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  lamentable  occurrences  which 
have  this  day  resulted  in  such  a  destruction  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  various 
western  nations  on  Shameen,  I  feel  it  to  be  ray  duty  to  represent  that  this  destmction 
is  due  to  the  total  want  of  sufficient  protection  to  the  foreign  settlement,  and  to  the 
tardy  action  of  the  Chinese  authorities  in  sending  a  military  force  for  our  defense. 

I  must  most  urgently  impress  upon  your  excellency  the  necessity  of  adopting  strin- 
gent measures  to  repress  incendiaries  and  robbers. 
I  hare,  dtc., 

CHARLES  SEYMOUR. 
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No.  33. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.) 

No.  297.]  Legation  op  the  United  SfirATss, 

Peking,  November  30, 1883.    (Received  January  16, 1884.) 

Sib  :  In  various  dispatches  to  the  Department  I  have  endeavored  to 
keep  you  informed  as  to  the  gi*owth  of  our  petroleum  trade,  and  of  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  legation  to  insure  its  protection  and  encourage- 
ment. 

The  subject  came  to  my  attention  in  certain  correspondence  with  the 
consul-general  at  Shanghai.  That  gentleman  reported  .acts  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  sale  in  Shanghai  and  elsewhere,  especially  Nmgpo.  I 
was  led  to  apprehend  that  there  would  be  a  general  assault  upon  pe- 
troleum through  local  Chinese  agencies,  with  which  we  could  not  inter- 
fere. 

I  addressed  the  foreign  office,  and  from  the  tone  of  the  answer  of 
Prince  Kung  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  opposition  to 
petroleum  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  was  disposed  to  encourage  the  trade;  and  that  all  we  had 
to  fear  was  the  ignorance  of  minor  officials,  arising  out  of  the  conserv- 
atism of  the  Chinese  character. 

This  opinion  I  expressed  to  the  Department.  But  to  fortify  the  lega- 
tion in  its  judgment,  I  addressed  to  all  the  consuls  within  our  juris- 
diction a  letter  of  inquiry  as  to  the  exact  condition  of  the  trade,  whether 
it  was  increasing  or  decreasing,  and  what  had  been  the  effect  of  any 
hostile  proclamations  against  its  use  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  author- 
ities. 

The  hope  which  I  expressed  in  these  dispatches  has  thus  far  been 
Justified  by  events,  namely,  that  '^  the  objections  arising  from  ignorance 
and  fear  "  would  exhaust  themselves ;  that,  in  spite  of  official  opposition, 
the  trade  has  steadily  grown,  especially  in  the  interior;  and  that  it  was 
the  part  of  wisdom  not  to  excite  the  animosity  and  suspicion  of  the  au- 
thorities by  undue  remonstrance. 

The  legation,  in  a  steady  pursuit  of  this  policy,  has  the  gratification 
to  say  that  we  have  had  no  report  from  any  consular  officer,  with  one 
exception,  indicating  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  minor  authorities  to 
intedere  with  the  sale  of  petroleum.  My  hope  is  that  the  close  of  the 
year  will  show  an  advance  over  the  imports  of  last  year. 

The  conclusion  we  draw  from  this  is  that  petroleum  is  working  its 
way  into  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  that  no  action  on  the  part 
of  the  legation  is  necessary,  except  to  watch  the  course  of  trade  and 
not  trouble  the  Government. 

I  said  that  with  one  exception  the  consuls  had  made  no  report  in- 
dicating a  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  trade.  This  exception  has 
been  found  in  Canton.  It  seems  from  the  reports  of  Mr.  Consul  Sey- 
mour that  the  governor  of  Canton  has  granted  to  a  local  company 
the  monopoly  to  sell  petroleum. 

I  have  had  occasion,  in  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Seymour,  to  de« 
plore  the  existence  of  this  monopoly,  as  an  experiment  which  could  be 
of  no  ultimate  advantage  to  China  and  might  in  the  end  injure  oar 
trade.  I  have  counseled  him  to  do  what  lay  in  his  power  to  terminate 
it,  but  could  do  no  more  than  give  oonnsel,  as  we  had  no  ground  for  for- 
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mal  remonstrance.  After  the  petroleum  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chinese  the  merchants  coald  sell  it  at  the  price  they  pleased. 

It  seems,  however,  that  the  governor,  in  order  to  increase  the  reve- 
noe,  imposed  a  tax  upon  its  sale,  or  rather  its  importation  into  Canton, 
of  40  cents  a  case.  Under  the  treaty  such  a  tax  is  inadmissible,  for  it 
virtually  increases  the  impost  300  per  cent.  The  treaty  admits  petro- 
leum at  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  additional  tax  quadru- 
ples that  sum. 

I  still  cherished  the  hope  that  Mr.  Seymour,  by  personal  representa- 
tions to  the  Canton  viceroy,  could  show  reasons  for  removing  the  tax. 

As  Oreat  Britain,  through  her  Hong-Kong  interests,  was  concerned, 
1  conferred  with  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  Her  Britannic  Mtyesty's  minister. 
In  my  first  interview  with  his  excellency  I  found,  to  my  gratification, 
that  he  was  disposed  to  act  with  our  legation,  but  he  was  just  taking 
charge  and  had  not  time  to  look  into  the  matter.  In  my  second  inter- 
view he  informed  me  that  he  was  about  to  go  to  Corea,  and  would  be 
gone  for  some  weeks.    I  therefore  resolved  to  address  the  yamAn  alone. 

In  my  note  to  his  imperial  highness  I  present  the  question  in  two 
phases.  First  comes  our  undoubted  right  under  the  treaty  to  resent 
any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  whic^  violates  the  treaty,  and 
to  demand  from  the  viceroy  the  restoration  of  the  sum  unjustly  levied, 
with  interest  upon  the  same  at  the  rate  current  in  Chinese  money  mar- 
kets. 

The  language  of  the  treaty  upon  which  I  relied  read  as  follows : 

At  each  of  the  said  five  ports,  citizens  of  the  United  States  lawfully  engaged  in 
cammerce  shall  be  permitted  to  import,  from  their  own  or  any  other  ports,  into  China. 
and  sell  there,  and  purchase  therein,  and  export  to  their  own  or  any  other  ports,  all 
maimer  of  merchandise  of  which  the  importation  or  exportation  is  not  prohibited  by 
this  treaty,  paying  the  daties  which  are  prescribed  by  the  tariff  hereinbefore  estab- 
liahed,  and  no  other  charges  whatsoever. 

Having  made  this  demand  in  the  most  positive  manner,  it  seemed 
wise  to  call  the  attention  of  his  imperial  highness  to  other  features 
of  the  question  as  they  concerned  the  Chinese  themselves :  that  the 
trade  was  an  advantage  to  China :  that  it  interfered  with  no  interest, 
was  a  blessing  to  the  poor,  as  had  been  found  in  >)ther  countries ;  and 
that  any  effort  to  stifie  the  trade  by  these  vicious  local  monopolies 
would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  imperial  revenues. 

•  •••••• 

The  Chinese  authorities  are  considering  with  care  the  proprie^  of 
certain  general  rules  governing  the  sale  of  petroleum,  and  especially 
the  grade  or  fire  test  which  should  be  exacted  from  imported  burn- 
ing oils.  In  this  question,  one  of  much  importance,  I  have  taken  a 
deep  interest.  To  impose  a  higher  test  than  is  accepted  in  Japan  or  in 
European  countries  would  injure  the  trade. 

•  •••••• 

It  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  petroleum  trade  if  we  could  induce 
the  Chinese  Government  to  adopt  careful  and  at  the  same  time  not  re- 
strictive rules  as  to  its  importation  and  sale,  such  as  are  seen  in  India 
and  Java,  and  I  hope  in  Japan. 

We  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  Chinese  to  inter- 
po^  proper  sanitary  and  police  regulations  upon  the  sale  or  use  of  any 
article  that  may  do  their  people  harm. 

If  they  feel  that  petroleum  does  harm,  leads  to  conflagrations,  as 
has  happened  in  densely  settled  communities  (the  houses  built  of  slender, 
flimsy,  combustible  material — ^not  houses  in  reality,  but  the  camping 
4  P  B 
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grounds  of  one  generation,  and  only  intended  to  serve  its  time),  we  must 
expect  opposition. 

Advice  and  experience  may  control  that.    Better  tban  advice  and  ex- 
perience would  be  for  those  who  direct  the  petroleum  interests  at  home 
to  take  special  pains  in  educating  the  people  to  handle  it    ♦    *     * 
The  burning  oil  should  not  be  of  too  low  a  grade.    The  fire  test  should 
be  as  safe  as  that  imposed  upon  oils  in  America. 

Pains  should  be  taken  to  see  that  the  people  were  supplied  with 
lamps  perfectly  safe  and  at  the  same  time  cheap.  This  does  not  mean 
that  the  exporters  of  oil  should  make  and  sell  lamps,  but  they  should 
see  that  a  lamp  suited  to  the  Chinese  market  was  either  made  at  home 
or  the  x>eople  here  taught  to  make  it  themselves. 

And  in  this,  those  interested  in  petroleum  must  consider  that  China 
has  large  classes  of  very  poor  people.  So  carefully  have  these  thrifty, 
patient,  and  ingenious  people  handled  the  conditions  of  life,  that  what 
you  regard  as  poverty  at  home  would  be  <^  living  in  comfortable  ciroom- 
stances"  here.  To  supply  the  wants  of  that  class  should  be  the  aim 
of  the  petroleum  interest,  and  if  that  problem  could  be  solved  there 
would  be  a  vast  trade. 

In  the  month  of  December  last  I  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the  con- 
sulates. 

•  •••••• 

The  interesting  information  which  this  dispatch  elicited  was  of  so 
much  value  that,  as  I  am  hopeful  of  confirming  the  impression  that 
there  has  been  no  strenuous  opposition  to  petroleum  on  the  part  of  the 
local  officials,  and  that  none  would  be  shown  during  the  year  now  com- 
ing to  a  close,  I  have  ventured  to  send  to  the  consuls  another  dispatch 
asking  for  information. 

p  Trusting  that  my  action  in  the  various  phases  of  this  most  important 
question  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Department, 
1  have,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG, 


[InoloBQre  in  No.  297.] 

Mr.  Young  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PeHkgy  November  30,  1883. 

Your  Imperial  Highness  :  Several  reports  have  been  made  to  this  legation  by 
Mr.  Consul-General  Denny,  at  Shanghai,  Mr.  Consal  Seymour,  at  Canton,  and  certam 
American  merchants  doing  business  at  these  ports,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  his 
excellency  Viceroy  Tseng,  predecessor  of  his  excellency  Viceroy  Chang,  the  present 
incumbent  at  Canton. 

From  these  reports  the  following  facts  appear: 

The  United  States  merchants  have  been  sending  to  China  shipments  of  petroleom, 
which,  as  your  imperial  highness  knows,  is  not  only  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valu- 
able of  our  mineral  resources,  but  a  valuable  part  of  our  commerce  with  China, 

As  a  fact,  I  may  say  that  we  supply  petroleum  to  all  the  world.  A  recent  discovery, 
in  general  use  for  lees  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it  has  been  found  one  of  the  most 
beneficent  agencies  in  nature,  as  a  burning  oil,  a  medicine,  a  fuel,  and  in  other 
#orm8. 

The  apparently  inexhaustible  quantity  found  in  the  petroleum  regions  has  made 
the  production  so  cheap  as  to  bring  the  cost  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest  classes. 

This  is  shown  in  the  consumption  of  the  oil  in  other  Asiatic  countries,  especially  m 
Java,  India,  and  Japan,  where  its  introduction  has  done  great  good  to  the  poor. 

Under  the  treaties  the  duty  upon  petroleum  is  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  entitled  to  import  it,  paying  this  rate  and  no  more. 
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This  tariff  bae  prevailed  and  now  prevails  at  all  the  ports  of  China  open  to  foreign 
trade,  with  the  exception  of  Canton. 

The  former  viceroy,  solne  months  ago,  directed  the  imposition  of  a  local  tax  npon 
all  petroleum  received  in  Canton  of  40  cents  a  case.  This  tax  is  in  addition  and 
fbor  times  as  larse  as  that  anthorized  by  the  treaty. 

It  was  imposed,  also,  without  giving  the  merchants  any  notice,  so  as  to  guard  them 
in  ordering  shipments  from  home.  It  has  thus  entailed  severe  loss,  amounting  in 
the  case  of  one  firm  to  several  thousand  taels. 

It  furthermore  seems  that  this  tax  has  grown  out  of  the  fact  that  the  recent  vice- 
roy granted  to  certain  merchants  in  Canton  the  monopoly  of  helling  kerosene  for  a 
yearly  payment  of  $31,000.  From  this  monopoly  they  gain  a  revenue  of  $200,000, 
at  the  expense  of  the  imperial  treasury,  in  diminishing  the  revenue  that  would  ac- 
crue from  petroleum  in  the  ordinary  course  of  a  great  ana  inoreasine  trade,  and  which 
can  only  waste  and  die  under  this  new  burden,  and  also  the  comfort  of  your  poorer 
people,  who,  beeause  of  this  burden  and  the  withdrawal  of  trade  sure  to  follow  it, 
will  be  unable  to  use  petroleum. 

The  only  expression  of  opinion  I  have  been  enabled  to  gather  as  to  the  reasons 
for  this  act  is  found  in  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  his  excellency  Tseng  to  the 
British  consul  at  Canton. 

*'The  viceroy  would  observe/'  says  his  excellency,  '*  that  once  foreign  goods  have 
entered  China*  and  become  the  property  of  Chinese  merchants,  the  method  and  amount 
of  their  taxation  are  matters  wholly  and  solely  within  the  discretion  of  China." 

Your  imperial  highness  will  see  at  a  glance  that  the  question  is  fSar  different  from 
that  presented  by  the  viceroy. .  In  Article  V  of  the  treaty  signed  in  1844  by  my  pred- 
ecessor, Mr.  Cushiuff,  and  his  excellency  the  late  Tsi  Yeng,  acting  in  the  name  of  the 
throne,  it  is  eepeciaU^  provided: 

*'  At  each  of  the  said  five  ports,  citizens  of  the  United  States  lawfully  engaged  in 
commerce  shall  be  permitted  to  import,  from  their  own  or  any  other  ports,  into  China, 
and  sell  there,  and  purchase  therein  and  export  to  their  own  or  any  other  ports,  all 
manner  of  merchandise  of  which  the  importation  or  exportation  is  not  prohibited  by 
this  treaty,  paying  the  duties  which  are  prescribed  by  the  tariff  hereinbefore  estab- 
liahed,  and  no  other  charges  whatsoever.^' 

Under  the  provisions  oi  this  treaty  American  merchants  may  sell  or  purchase  any 
manner  of  merchandise  not  forbidden  by  treaty,  paying  the  duties  prescribed,  ^*and 
no  other  charges  whatsoever.'' 

In  Canton,  therefore,  we  have  an  undeniable  and  flagrant  violation  of  this  treaty. 
A  tax  has  been  imposed,  virtually  adding  300  per  cent,  to  what  the  law  requires. 

I.  It  is,  therefore,  my  duty  to  demand  from  your  imperial  highness  the  abrogation 
of  this  decree  of  the  viceroy,  as  an  invasion  of  treaty  engagements. 

II.  A  return  to  the  merchants  who  have  suffered  from  this  illegal  act  of  the  sums  so 
exacted,  with  proper  interest  upon  the  same,  to  the  end  that  no  loss  may  fall  upon 
them  because  of  tne  action  of  tne  viceroy  and  the  Chinese  who  hold  the  GoviTament 
monopoly. 

These  are  the  only  questions  in  which  my  Government  has  a  direct  interest.  But 
one  or  two  observations  may  not  be  without  value  as  to  the  nature  of  the  monopoly 
created  in  Canton.  I  have  referred  to  the  beneficent  nature  of  petroleum,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  blessings  of  modem  society,  and  that  China  has  much  to  gain  by  its  univer- 
sal dissemination.  China  is  far  behind  other  Asiatic  nations  in  the  enjoyment  of  this 
valued  product.  The  figures  show  that  Java,  with  a  population  of  19,000,000,  imports 
annually  1,900,000  cases;  Japan,  with  26,000,000, 1,800,000;  and  India,  with  240,000,000, 
1,900,000. 

The  low  proportion  of  the  Indian  demand  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  ex- 
treme poverty  of  large  numbers  of  the  Hindoos,  who  have  difl^oulty  in  obtaining  the 
means  of  existence.  China,* a  rich  country, with  unbounded  resources  aud  a  wider 
distribution  among  the  people  of  the  means  of  life,  and  a  population  believed  to  be 
fiur  larger  than  that  of  the  other  three  countries  combined,  takes  only  900,000  cases  of 
petroleum,  1,000,000  less  than  Java,  900,000  less  than  Japan,  60,000  less  than  India. 

If  numopoliee  like  those  in  Canton  are  created,  your  imperial  highness  cannot  fail 
to  see  that  you  are  imposing  a  new  tax  upon  your  people.  If  petroleum  were  an  ar- 
ticle which  your  own  mineral  resources  could'supply ;  if  there  was  anything  in  China 
which  would  do  as  much  good  at  so  low  a  price  if  it  could  be  manufactured ;  if  there 
were  any  Chinese  interest  to  be  served  by  it,  this  legation  could  look  with  forbearance 
upon  any  attempt  to  nourish  and  protect  your  interests. 

It  is  a  product  of  nature.  It  competes  with  no  Chinese  interests  or  industry.  It  is 
entirely  for  the  advantage  of  your  people,  as  it  has  proved  to  be  to  all  classes  of  people 
throughout  the  world.  There  is  every  reason^  therefore,  why  monopolies  like  the 
one  in  Canton  should  be  suppressed. .  The  first  is  the  injury  to  your  own  people  in 
keeping  from  them  an  agency  that  would  add  so  much  to  their  comfort  and  happiness. 
The  second  is  the  injury  it  must  do  to  your  treasury.  We  have  a  large  trade,  the 
TOTenue  from  which  is  an  important  factor  in  His  Majesty's  exchequer.    Were  petro- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


52  FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

• 
lenm  to  be  oonsamed  throughont  China  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  Java  and  Japan, 
the  trade  wonld  grow  to  a  vast  extent,  to  your  enhanced  gain.    These  monopolies 
encouraged,  this  profit  to  China  would  disappear  altogether. 

I  volunteer  these  considerations  to  your  imperial  highness,  not  that  they  have  any 
special  bearing  upon  the  immediate  question  which  inspires  this  dispatch,  but  I  am 
persuaded  the^  will  strengthen  your  imperial  highness  in  your  uatural  inclination 
to  take  an  enlightened  view  of  a  most  important  subject.  My  duty  is  to  point  out  to 
the  cabinet  the  very  grave  wrong  that  has  been  done  to  our  interests  in  Canton  by 
the  undeniable  violation  of  treaty,  and  to  repeat  my  demand  that  the  additional 
tax  be  withdrawn  from  petroleum  in  American  ships,  and  that  what  has  been  nnlaw- 
fdlly  exacted  shall  be  rej>aid  without  dela^,  and  with  interest,  at  the  rate  now  current 
in  the  money  markets  of  China,  from  the  time  it  was  imposed. 
In  making  this  conimunication,  I  tender,  &o.,  - 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


No.  34. 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extrftot.] 

No.  319.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  January  6, 1883.    (Received  March  31.) 

Sib:  In  my  dispatch  No.  277,  November,  1883, 1  had  the  honor  to  in- 
close for  your  information  the  details  in  the  possession  of  the  legation 
regarding  the  riot  in  Canton. 

It  is  now  ray  duty  to  report  upon  subsequent  events,  and  especially 
upon  the  efforts  of  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in  Peking  to 
bring  about  a  settlement. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  of  the  Canton  riots  I  had  a  conversation 
with  the  grand  secretary,  Li,  who  said  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
the  payment  of  the  American  claims  for  the  losses  sustained  by  oar 
citizens,  and  that  orders  for  their  payment  would  be  given.  This  assur- 
ance was  confirmed  by  the  ministers  of  the  yam6n. 

There  were  diverging  theories  in  the  minds  of  the  various  legations 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  riot,  and  whether  or  not  the  cause  could  be  foand 
in  the  failure  of  the  Canton  viceroy  to  do  his  duty  in  preventing  and 
suppressing  it. 

•  •••••• 

The  first  suggestion  as  to  a  means  of  settlement  came  from  his  im- 
perial highness  Prince  Kung,  in  an  informal  note  to  this  legation  dated 
October  13, 1883.  In  this  his  imperial  highness  said  that  Mr.  Consol 
Seymour  was  willing  to  render  his  good  offices  towards  mediation;  that 
his  imperial  highness  was  pleased  with  this  offer,  and  asked  me  to  in- 
struct Mr.  Seymour  to  do  what  he  could  to  secure  a  just  and  equitable 
arrangement. 

While  it  was  a  gratification  to  the  legation  to  know  that  Mr.  Sey- 
mour was  held  in  esteem  by  the  Chinese,  there  were  practical  difficul- 
ties, arising  out  of  diplomatic  relations  here,  which  prevented  my  en- 
couraging his  plan. 

At  the  same  time  it  seemed  to  the  legation  that  this  abstract  proposal 
of  mediation  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  contained  within  it  the  germ 
of  a  most  important  principle,  and  that  if  we  could  establish  it  as  a 
precedent  it  would  go  far  towards  making  easy  the  settlement  of  diffi- 
culties of  the  same  character. 

This  view  was  shared  by  my  colleagues  of  England,  France,  and  Ger- 
many.   As  their  representative  and  in  their  name  I  entered  into  nego- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


CHINA  53 

tiations  with  the  yamen.  After  some  conversations  and  explanations 
with  the  ministers,  and  a  verbal  anderstanding  that  we  were  in  accord, 
his  iBi]>erial  highness  addressed  to  the  powers  concerned  an  informal 
note,  dated  November  11, 1883,  which  I  inclose. 

In  this  note  you  will  see  that  the  yamdn,  instead  of  asking  Mr.  Sey- 
mour to  act,  proposed  a  board  of  arbitrators,  to  be  composed  of  three 
persons  who  should  be  acceptable  to  all  parties. 

This  proposal  was  accepted  by  my  colleagues  and  myself  in  a  joint 
note  dated  November  21,  1883.  There  was  one  amendment,  namely, 
that  the  members  of  the  board  should  be  ot  equal  rank,  without  one 
having  the  special  supervising  power  of  a  referee,  and  that  the  decision 
of  a  majority  should  be  accepted  as  final. 

There  was  a  verbal  understanding  that  all  losses  should  be  paid 
within  sixty  days  »fterthe  award.  We  also  agree<l,  at  my  nomination^ 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires^ 
should  represent  the  foreign  powers. 

This  note  was  not  written  until  after  many  conferences  with  the  ya- 
m6n,  and  a  clear  understanding  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  proposed 
boaM  should  be  confined  to  the  assessment  of  the  money  claims  for  dam- 
ages, and  that  other  questions,  political  or  otherwise,  should  be  debarred. 
It  was  therefore  with  surprise,  and  not  without  some  pain,  that  I  re- 
ceived from  his  imperial  highness  a  note,  dated  November  23,  in  which 
a  new  principle  was  inserted.  The  riots,  according  to  the  prince,  hav- 
iug  originated  in  murder,  ^'an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  riot 
should  be  the  objective  point."  Then  should  come  the  punishment  of 
the  guilty  parties  "according  to  their  deserts,  and  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  bringing  out  the  truth  in  regard  to  damages  to  property." 

This  note  was  a  surprise.  It  struck  at  the  very  root  of  the  arbitra- 
tion, and  was  a  departure  from  all  our  agreements  with  the  yam^n. 

The  question  advanced  by  the  prince  concerned  England  alone.  It 
was  a  question  also  involving  principles  and  rights  which  neither  Eng- 
land nor  any  other  self-respecting  power  could  submit  to  a  court  of 
arbitration.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  the  manslaughter  by  Lo- 
gan, and  what  was  regarded  as  the  lightness  of  his  sentence  and  the 
imperfections  of  his  trial,  he  had  been  tried  by  an  English  judge,  be- 
fore an  English  jury,  according  to  English  law,  and  there  was  no  power, 
not  even  the  power  of  the  Queed,  which  could  put  him  in  peril  of  his  life 
a  second  time.  This  I  had  said  again  and  again  to  the  ministers  in 
conversation,  adding  that  the  same  law  prevailed  in  the  United  States 
and  in  other  civilized  nations,  and  that  it  was  vain  to  intrude  it  upon 
an  arbitration  which  meant  to  decide  one  point,  namely,  what  foreign- 
ers lost  at  the  hands  of  a  Chinese  mob.  But  there  was  a  war  party  in 
the  cabinet;  the  feeling  at  Canton  was  uneasy;  the  viceroy  at  Canton 
was  telegraphing  his  fears ;  and  while  the  ministers  of  the  yam^n  might 
be  willing  to  continue  the  negotiations  on  the  basis  agreed  ui>on  and 
detailed  in  our  joint  note,  the  privy  council,  to  whom  the  miuist€frs  ap- 
peal, insisted  uppn  the  modification. 

It  only  remained  for  the  representative^  of  the  four  powers  to  meet  in 
conference  and,  after  reading  the  prince's  note,  reject  the  terms  pro- 
posed. This  was  a  unanimous  decision,  expressed  in  a  joint  note  to  the 
yam^n  dated  November  25. 

I  was  loath  to  abandon  the  advantages  embodied  in  the  principle  of 
the  arbitration,  and  this  feeling  was  shared  by  my  colleagues.  I  did 
not  set  much  value  upon  any  other  point  so  far  as  American  interests 
were  concerned.  I  was  indifferent  as  to  whether  we  had  a  representative 
on  the  proposed  board,  and  never  encouraged  the  idea.     As  the  subjects 
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of  Great  Britain  in  Canton  had  sustained  the  greatest  losses,  it  seemed 
only  fair  that  an  Englishman  should  represent  the  foreigners,  especially 
one  with  the  rectitude  and  impartiality  of  Mr.  Grosvenor.  As  the 
Germans  had  the  second  largest  claim  in  losses,  I  would  vote  for  any 
gentleman  named  by  Germany.  While  I  would  accept  an  American 
as  a  judge,  and  take  such  a  nomination  either  by  the  Chinese  or  the 
foreign  powers,  I  had  nO  name  to  present.  My  only  anxiety  was  for  the 
principle.  The  assurance  of  the  Chinese  authorities  left  me  no  reason 
for  anxiety  as  to  all  American  claims  being  paid ;  and  as  to  the  value  of 
these  claims,  the  verdict  of  any  court  where  a  German  and  an  Eng- 
lishman were  in  the  majority  would  satisfy  me.  As  a  principle  of  dip- 
lomatic intercourse,  the  acceptance  by  the  Chinese  of  an  arbitration  in 
manner  and  form  as  proposed  I  deemed  an  important  advantage. 

In  my  conference  with  the  yam^n  the  ministers  ptesentM  their  case 
at  length  and  with  some  feeling.  They  held  that,  as  a  British  subject, 
Logan  had  led  to  the  riot  by  an  assault  upon  an  innocent  Chinaman, 
taking  his  life  ;  that  the  British  Government  was  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  the  riot,  and  should  even  pay  the  damages  claimed  by 
foreigners.  They  contended  that  Logan's  trial  was  so  unsatisfactory 
that  nothing  would  satisfy  Chinese  i)ublic  sentiment  in  Canton  but  a 
new  trial  and  capital  punishment  of  the  offender.  They  claimed  also 
that  the  British  Government  should  pay  an  indemnity  for  the  Chinese 
slain  and  wounded  by  Tjogan,  even  as  China  had  paid  an  indemnity  to 
Great  Brit^iin  when  Margary  was  slain,  and  also  to  France  after  the 
riots  in  Tien-Tsin  and  Shanghai.  The  ministers  furthermore  said  that 
while  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  known  and  personally  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  yamOn,  and  his  proposed  nomination  as  one  of  the  board  would 
be  agreeable,  the  viceroy,  the  authorities,  and  the  people  of  Canton 
were  so  much  opposed  to  any  Englishman  having  a  place  in  that  tri- 
bunal that  they  must  insist  upon  the  withdrawal  of  his  name. 

I  replied  that  all  questions  as  to  "  British  justice,"  ''  indemnities,'' 
"  responsibilities,''  and  so  on,  were  matters  which  concerned  alone  the 
British  crown.  As  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Grosvenor  as  our  repre- 
sentative, we  could  not  withdraw  it.  The  powers  had  a  right  to  name 
whom  they  pleased.  They  could  not  allow  that  right  to  be  criticised. 
This  would  be  to  destroy  the  integrity  of  arbitration.  Mr.  Grosvenor 
had  been  named  unanimously,  without  his  knowledge  or  request,  and  to 
withdraw  his  name  would  be  a  discourtesy  to  which  none  of  his  col- 
leagues would  be  a  party.  I  was  then  asked  why  our  legation  would 
not  take  Mr.  Holcombe  or  Mr.  Seymour  in  Mr.  Grosvenor's  place  as  the 
foreign  representative.  I  answered  that  the  proposal  of  the  name  of 
any  American  official  was  a  compliment,  but  I  would  not  consent  to  it. 
We  had  named  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and  his  name  must  stand. 

The  ministers  said  they  would  confer  with  the  prince  and  the  privy 
council  and  see  what  could  be  done.  They  were  evidently  as  anxious 
as  myself  to  come  to  some  arrangement,  and  our  conference  ended  with 
the  expression  of  a  common  regret  that  there  seemed*  to  be  no  ground 
upon  which  we  could  agree. 

The  next  day  I  had  a  note  from  the  yam^n  that  they  would  come 
and  see  me,  and  at  2  o'clock  we  had  a  long  conference  at  the  legation. 

The  ministers  were  Ch'en,  Chow,  and  Woo.  We  began  with  the 
quaint  oriental  metaphor  that  they  were  "ill  with  the  evil  of  conten- 
tion and  war  and  bad  feeling,  and  had  come  for  medicine."  The  privy 
council  had  been  much  in  debate  and  wanted  a  compromise.  They 
went  over  the  whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  and  said  they  had 
weighed  with  care  the  arguments  of  our  legation.     They  now  had  a 
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new  proposal.  They  would  no  longer  object  to  Mr.  Grosvenor.  All 
qaestions  at  issue  with  Great  Britain  they  would  reserve,  with  one 
exception,  namely,  the  amount  of  indemnity  to  be  paid  to  the  family  of 
the  Chinaman  slain  by  Logan.  That  the  prince  must  insist  upon  sub- 
mitting to  the  proposed  board.  The  prince  said  China  paid  indemnities 
for  murdered  foreigners,  and  now  foreigners  should  pay  indemnities  for 
murdered  Chinamen.  If  we  would  accept  a  note  couched  in  these  terms, 
they  were  prepared  to  name  Kung  Ti  T'u,  a  high  oflftcial,  as  their  agent ; 
and  as  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  a  secretary  of  legation,  and  should  have  a 
colleague  of  his  own  rank,  they  would  be  willing,  if  the  powers  consented, 
to  withdraw  Mr.  Seymour's  name  and  accept  that  of  Mr.  Holcombe. 
This  agreed  upon,  or  any  other  third  man  we  preferred  in  Mr.  Hol- 
combe's  place,  they  would  at  once  enter  upon  the  question  and  pay  all 
awards  within  sixty  days.  .  They  again  and  again  expressed  their  anxi- 
ety to  have  the  matter  at  an  end.  They  gave  me  plainly  to  understand 
that  in  this  they  were  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  privy  council. 

While  the  withdrawal  of  every  point  with  the  exception  of  an  indem- 
nity to  the  family  of  the  slain  Chinaman  seemed  to  be  an  important 
step  in  the  negotiation,  I  still  pressed  the  ministers  to  return  to  their 
original  ground,  and,  as  we  had  agreed,  consider  no  question  but  the 
losses.  Although  I  could  not  speak  for  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, I  felt  sure  that  there  wonld  be  a  way  to  reach  the  'indem- 
nity" question  without  bringing  it  before  the  board.  A  small,  a  very 
small  sum  would  have  been  all  that  the  family  of  the  class  of  the  mur- 
dered Chinamen  could  expect.  A  present,  say,  of  £500  would  have 
been  to  the  family  a  princely  fortune.  I  did  not  express  any  thought 
of  this  kind  to  the  ministers.  But  I  was  persuad'  d  that  in  the  event 
of  a  successful  arbitration,  the  Chinese  paying  the  losses  within  sixty 
days  after  the  announcement  of  the  award,  the  British  legation  would 
readily  have  seen  its  way,  as  an  act  of  benevolence,  laying  aside  any 
question  of  policy,  to  recompense  the  family  of  the  slain  Chinaman.  It 
was  the  certainty  in  my  own  mind,  looking  over  the  whole  affair  from 
what  might  be  called  a  common-sense  business  point  of  view,  that  the 
British  minister  would  reach  such  a  conclusion  when  he  came  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question,  that  led  me  to  press  upon  the  ministers  the 
propriety  of  abandoning  the  indemnity  point,  and  all  points  that  had 
not  been  agreed  upon  before  we  wrote  our  joint  note. 

In  this  case  you  will  see  that  the  yam^n  ministers  were  fortified  by  the 
opinion  of  one  Mr.  Francis,  who  is,  I  am  told,  an  English  barrister,  hold- 
ing the  retainer  of  the  Chinese  authoritleg  and  supposed  to  know  En- 
glish law.  Upon  the  point,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  no  arbitra- 
tion which  did  not  recognize  the  indemnity  claim,  the  Chinese  were  in- 
flexible. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  returned  from  Corea  on  the  9th ;  I  saw  him  the 
day  following.  His  excellency  would  never  consent  to  the  demand  of 
the  yam6n  ministers  that  ^y  question  of  indemnity  should  go  before 
the  board.  He  was  willing  to  accept  the  board,  as  had  been  arranged 
in  our  joint  note.  I  was  gratified  to  hear  from  Her  Majesty's  minister 
the  volunteer  expression  of  his  hope  and  belief  that  Her  Britannic  Maj- 
c«ty'8  Government  would  be  glad,  as  an  act  of  benevolence,  to  make 
some  reparation  to  the  families  of  the  slain,  in  this  confirming  the  im- 
pression which  had  governed  my  counsels  to  the  yam^n.  There  was  no 
way  in  which  I  could  convey  this  intimation  to  the  yam^n  without  an 
intrusion  upon  an  affair  which  alone  concerned  my  colleague. 
In  my  opinion,  the  decision  of  the  British  minister  as  to  in  admissi- 
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bility  of  the  indemnity  question,  which  I  anticipated,  and  the  immova- 
ble position  of  the  yam^u  in  insisting  upon  it,  closed  the  negotiations. 
The  subsequent  action  taken  independently  by  the  legation  to  secure 
the  payment  of  our  claims  will  appear  in  the  inclosures  to  this  dispatch 
as  an  appendix  to  the  report. 
I  have  &c 

'        '  JOHN  EUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inolosure  1  in  Ko.  319.] 

Prince  Rung  to  Mr,  Young, 
Injornial.]  October  13, 1*«. 

Sir:  Upou  the  12th  iDstant  I  itMseived  a  telegram  from  Viceroy  Cbaug,  at  Canton, 
saying^that  Mr.  Consul  Seymour  was  willing  to  render  his  good  offices  in  the  adjuet- 
ment  of  matters  connected  with  the  Canton  riot. 

I  am  exceedingly  pleased,  with  this  offer,  illustrating  as  it  does  the  earnest  and 
faithful  regard  in  which  your  consul  holds  the  existing  good  relations  between  our 
two  Government,  and  I  believe  you  will  give  a  ready  assent  to  this  offer. 

May  I  beg  you  to  instruct  Mr.'Sey^mohr  by  telegraph  to  exercise  his  good  officea 
between  the  parties  in  interest  in  this  business  in  a  iust  and  equitable  manner,  to  the 
end  that  all  questions  may  be  speedily  adjusted,  which  is  a  consummation  much  to 
be  desired. 

Cards  and  compliments.  « 


[Inclosai«  2  in  No.  319.] 

Prince  Rung  to  Mr,  Toung, 
Informal.]  November  11,  1883. 

Tour  Exobllenct:  In  the  matter  of  the  pillage  of  Shameen  by  the  Cantonese,  the 
Chinese  Government  propose  to  nominate  a  gentleman  to  deal  with  it,  and  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  request  the  repersentatives  of  the  several  Governments  Interested 
to  consult  together  and.  name  a  gentleman  to  arrange  matters  with  the  nominee  of 
this  Government.  The  two  persons  tbus  appointed  should  choose  a  third  person  as 
referee,  in  order  to  avoid  controversy. 

It  is  my  duty  to  request  your  excellency  to  notify  this  office  of  the  person  whom 
you  may  see  fit  to  nominate,  and  upon  receipt  of  this  information  the  name  of  the 
nominee  of  this  Gk>vernment  will  be  communicated  to  your  excellency. 

Cards  and  compliments. 


llnclosure  3  in  No.  319.  ] 

Foreign  miniateri  to  the  yamSn, 

November  21, 1883. 

The  undersigned  representatives  of  the  United  States,  Germany,  Prance,  and  Great 
Britain  present  their  compliments  to  his  imperial  highness  and  their  excellencies 
the  ministers  of  the  yamdn,  and  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  note  of  their  excellencies 
dated  November  11,  1883.  • 

In  this  note  your  excellencies  propose,  in  reference  to  the  pillage  of  Shameen  and 
the  outrages  npon  foreigners  by  a  Cantonese  mob,  to  nominate  a  gentleman  to  deal 
with  it  on  Itehalf  of  China.  You  then  ask  the  representatives  of  the  powers  interested 
'*to  consult  together  and  name  a  gentleman  to  arrange  matters  with  your  nominee. 
The  two  persons  thus  appointed  should  choose  a  third  person  as  referee,  in  order  to 
avoid  controversy." 

The  undersigned  have  read  and  carefully  considered  this  communication,  and  Mr. 
Young,  acting  in  their  name,  having  had  a  conversation  with  your  excellencies  as  to 
the  exact  meaning  and  scope  of  your  proposition,  have  now  the  honor  to  accept  it, 
and  in  doing  so  to  recognize  on  the  part'  of  your  imperial  highness  a  desire  to  do  all 
in  your  power  to  atone  for  the  injury  inflicted  upon  our  people  by  a  Chinese  mob. 

In  acquainting  your  imperial  highness  and  yonr  excellencies  with  this  determination, 
the  undersigned,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  misapprehensions,  will  present  the 
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case  as  tfaey  onderstand  it.  It  is  agreed  bat  these  gentlemeD  shall  form  a  board  of 
arbitration,  that  they  shall  be  indges  of  eqaal  rauk  and  anthorit^,  that  in  all  ques- 
tions a  majority  of  the  board  shall  decide,  and  at  the  close  of  the  discussion  an  award 
of  the  amounts  due  to  each  claimant  shall  be  paid  by  the  Qovemment  against  whom 
it  is  given,  without  delay  and  without  appeal  by  any  of  the  arbitrators  to  any  higher 
authority  whatever. 

It  is  understood  likewise  that  the  decision  of  this  board  as  to  the  money  losses  in 
Canton  is  to  be  final,  and  the  undersigned,  in  the  name  of  their  Governments,  upon 
the  payment  of  the  awards  made  within  a  reasonable  time,  not  less  than  thirty  days 
after  the  award,  will  regard  the  case  as  absolutely  closed,  and  hold  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment free  from  any  further  recourse  as  to  claims  arising  out  of  the  Shameen  riot. 
The  undersigned  would  also  suggest  that,  as  the  season  is  late,  and  it  is  important 
to  have  this  business  ended,  after  the  yam^n,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  undersigned,  on 
the  other,  have  named  their  representatives,  that  the  yamto  and  the  undersigned 
should  in  conference  name  a  third  gentleman  who  would  be  entirely  acceptable  to  both 
aidee.  A  selection  made  in  this  manner  would  come  within  the  principles  of  a  Just  and 
emiitable  arbitration. 

If  this  statement  of  the  case  shows  that  we  have  rightly  construed  the  meaning  of 
your  dispatch,  the  undersigned,  upon  the  receipt  of  that  information,  of  suoh  assur- 
ances as  are  requisite  to  make  the  arbitration  a  valid  tribunal,  and  of  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  yon  propose  as  your  representative,  are  prepared  to  name  their  rep- 
resentative and  do  all  m  their  power  to  bring  the  business  to  a  satisfactory  termina- 
tion. 
Accept,  &c. 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG, 

United  States  Minuter. 
GRAF  VON  TATTENBACH, 

Charg^d^ Affaires  for  Germany, 
SEMALLfi, 

Charqi  ^ Affaires  for  France, 
T.  G.  GROSVENOR, 

ChargS  d^ Affaires  for  Great  Britain. 


[InclMureiinNo.  819.) 
Prince  Kung  to  the  foreign  ministers. 

November  23, 1883. 

Your  Excellencies  :  Upon  the  21st  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  col- 
lective note,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  you  accept  certain  propositions  made  by  this 
oflBce  in  an  earlier  note  in  regard  to  disposing  of  the  Shameen  case,  and  that  yon 
recognize  a  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  atone  for  the  injury^  inflicted  upon  for- 
eigners by  a  Chinese  mob :  that  an  arbitration  is  meant  in  which  a  majority  shall 
decide  all  questions,  and  that  an  early  disposition  of  the  case  is  much  to  be  desired, 
&c. 

Id  the  Shameen  affair  the  prince  and  ministers  would  observe  that,  it  having  origi- 
nated in  murder,  an  investigation  into  the  circumstauces  of  the  riot  should  be  the 
objective  point.  These  circumstances  being  correct,  the  guiltv  parties  could  be  pun- 
ished according  to  their  deserts,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  out  the 
truth  in  regard  to  any  damages  to  property. 

This  waa  the  purpose  of  the  prince  and  ministers  in  their  proposition  in  an  earlier 
note  to  appoint  a  board  of  arbitration;  and  I  beg  your  excellencies  to  take  it  into 
consideration. 


[Inoloflure  5  in  No.  319.] 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Young. 
Infonnal.]  November  23,  1883. 

YoDR  Excellency  :  Upon  the  17th  instant  you  came  to  this  office  with  Mr.  Seo- 
letaiy  Holoombe  and  in  person  presented  a  memorandum  in  three  points  upon  the 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  Shameen  affair.  This  memorandum  I  have  attentively 
considered. 

It  inquires  whether  my  original  proposition  meant  an  arbitration  of  the  losses  sus- 
tained in  the  not  or  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  disturbance. 
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In  my  opinion,  an  examination  into  the  circnm8tanoe8  which  gave  rise  to  the  riot 
ought  certainly  to  be  made  the  leading  point  of  any  inqniry.  These  circnrostaDoes 
being  correctly  understood,  the  responsible  parties  ought  to  be  punished  as  they 
deserve,  and  if  there  are  claims  for  damages  there  would  be  no  difflcnlty  in  bringing 
the  fact  to  light.    I  am  confident  your  excellency  will  agree  with  me  in  this  view. 

In  regard  to  the  dispatch  received  froui  the  several  representatives,  as  it  doei  not 
agree  with  my  original  idea,  a  separate  response  has  been  made  to  it.  I  am  aware 
that  yonr  excellency  transacts  all  business  in  an  amicable  spirit,  and  that  yon  will 
be  able  to  evolve  a  satisfactory  scheme  out  of  these  two  plans. 

Cards  and  compliments. 


[Inolosure  8  in  No. 319.] 

Foreign  ministera  to  Prince  Kung. 

Peking,  November  25, 1883. 
The  undersigned  have  received  and  read  the  communication  which  your  imperial 
highuesb  was  good  enough  to  make  to  them  on  the  23d  instant. 

They  have  to  observe  in  reply  that  the  circumstances  which  may  have  led  to  the 
burning  and  pillage  of  Shameeu  do  not  in  any  way  concern  them  in  their  corporate 
capacity.  They  therefore  find  theuiselves  under  the  necessity  of  declining  any  partici- 
pation in  the  appointment  of  a  commission  the  object  of  which  would  be  to  arbitrate 
upon  the  events  which  led  to  the  burning  and  pillage  in  question.  The  qnly  subject 
with  which  the  undersigned  have  any  concern  in  their  corporate  capacity  is  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  awarded  to  the  Various  foreigners  who  have  snflrered  in  prop- 
erty through  the  lawless  action  of  the  Canton  mob. 

The  undersigned  can  only  regret  that  the  Chinese  Government  should  have  introduced 
into  an  arrangement  which  at  the  ontset  promised  such  satisfactory  resnlts  to  all 
parties  matters  on  the  discussion  of  which  thpy  cannot  conseut  to  ent«r. 

The  claims  which  the  Governments  of  the  United  States.  Germany,  Great  Britain, 
and  France  have  to  make  upon  the  Chinese  Government  for  the  losses  sustained  by 
their  respective  citizens  and  snbje^^ts  will  now  be  brought  forward  by  each  represent- 
ative at  the  proper  time. 

JNO.  RUSSELL  YOLTs'G, 

United  States  Minister, 
G.  VON  TATTENBACH, 

Charg4  (T  Affaires  of  GermoH  if. 
T.  G.  GROSVENOR, 
Charg4  (V Affaires  of  Great  Britain, 
SEMALLfi, 
.  Charg6  d^ Affaires  of  France. 


No.  35. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  326.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking  J  January  21, 1884.     (Received  March  31.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  certain  corre- 
spondence between  the  legation  and  our  consul  at  Canton,  which  I  am 
sure  you  will  read  with  pain. 

The  continuance  of  a  spirit  of  unrest  and  mutiny  in  Canton,  so  far 
as  foreigners  are  concerned,  is  a  grave  circumstance. 

You  will  note  that  an  incendiary  proclamation,  purporting  to  come 
from  the  imperial  commissioner  Pang,  breathing  antipathy  and  bitter- 
ness towards  foreigners,  was  allowed  to  circulate  throughout  Canton 
for  two  days.  The  viceroy  afterwards  disavowed  it,  and  I  am  informed 
has  issued  proclamations  of  an  assuring  character.  Copies  of  these  h  ave 
these  have  not  reached  the  legation. 
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I  made  an  earnest  representation  to  the  yam^n  on  the  subject  of 
this  proclamation,  and  said  to  the, ministers  that  if,  as  a  consequence  of 
its  indiscreet  and  inflammatory  terms,  neither  withdrawn  nor  disavowed 
by  the  viceroy  for  two  days,  there  had  been  another  riot  like  that  in  the 
Shameen,  the  legation  would  have  a  strong  argument  for  contending 
that  the  riot  was  an  official  and  not  a  popular  outbreak,  and  that  China 
shoaid  pay  not  only  direct  but  consequential  damages.  This  view  I 
expressed  in  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seymour,  inclosure  No.  3,  requesting 

him  to  give  it  to  the  viceroy  as  the  opinion  of  the  legation. 

•  •••••• 

This  difficulty,  however,  attends  all  political  events  in  China  at  the 
present  time,  and  adds  immeasurably  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  situ- 
ation, not  alone  so  far  as  the  foreigners,  but  even  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties, like  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  who  wish  to  do  justly  towards  foreign- 
ers, are  concerned. 
I  have  &c 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inclosnre  1  In  No.  826.] 

Mr,  Seymour  to  Mr,  Toung. 

No.  44.]  Canton,  December  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iDform  you  that  Canton  ha«,  during  this  week,  been 
thoroughly  Btirred  up  by  the  arrival  of  Imperial  Commissioner  Pang  and  about 
four  thousand  Chinese  soldiers  from  the  north,  and  the  large  sale  and  circulation  of 

}>rinted  matter,  pnrporting  to  be  a  proclamation  from  that  official,  «^njoiuing  upon 
breigners  to  remove  their  merchandise  and  property  out  of  the  port  of  Canton,  to 
avert  the  calamities  of  war,  which  seems  to  be  imminent  by  the  aggressive  action  of 
France  against  Annam,  over  which  China  claims  sovereignty.  It  has  been  a  week  of 
nncLsnal  anxiety  among  native  and  foreign  merchants  and  missionaries  of  all  nations 
or  nationalities  and  oenominations,  and  of  general  excitement  among  the  Chinese 
masses,  who  were  led  to  believe  that  foreigners  must  go,  and  that  their  merchandise 
and  property  were  to  be  legitimate  objects  of  pillage  and  destruction,  and  that  the 
imperial  commissioner  would  immediately  reverse  the  policy  and  action  of  the  vice? 
roy,  whom  they  denounced  for  his  protection  of  foreigners. " 

The  imperial  commissioner  arrived  in  Canton  Monday  morning,  3d  instant,  at  which 
time  the  st-eamer  Whai  Yuen  landed  on  Shameen,  en  route  to  the  city,  a  thousand 
soldiers.  Instantly  the  word  flew  from  one  to  another  throughout  •Canton  that  the 
imperial  commissioner.  Pang,  had  arrived  and  marched  his  soldiers  through  Shameen 
to  let  the  foreigners  understand  they  must  go  and  that  this  reservation  for  foreigners 
is  at  an  end. 

Interviews  with  the  commissioner,  Pang,  by  an tl  foreign  Chinese  of  distinction 
•Dd  influence  were  publicly  alleged  to  have  elicited  from  him  decided  disapproval  of 
the  course  of  the  viceroy. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday,  or  early  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  4th  instant,  the  streets 
of  Canton  were  echoing  the  shouts  of  venders  of  liand-bills  purporting  to  be  a  proc- 
lamation from  the  commissioner,  in  Mandarin  and  English  (as  per  copy  inclosed), 
the  said  venders  causing  the  populace  to  believe  the  commissioner  had  decreed,  in 
the  name  of  the  Emperor,  that  foreigners  must  go,  and  that  their  merchandise  and 
property  would  be  subject  to  pillage  and  destruction,  at  the  expense  of  France  instead 
9f  China. 

^  The  uninterrupted  sale  and  circulation  of  those  mischievous  documents  on  the  pub- 
lic streets  from  Tuesday  morning  until  Thursday  noon  deepened  the  impression  that 
their  publication  and  circulation  were  authorized, 

The  Chinese  merchants  doing  business  with  foreigners  were  the  first  to  show  solici- 
tnde  for  the  safety  of  merchandise  or  property  purchased  and  ordered  for  exportation. 

The  foreign  merchants  quickly  caught  alarm  for  the  safety  of  their  merchandise 
And  property  and  their  established  business  between  China  and  other  countries. 

The  Chinese  Christians  soon  had  intimations  that  after  foreigners  left  Canton 
Tengeance  would  fall  heavily  upon  the  converts. 

They  rushed  to  the  missionaries  for  counsel  and  protection,  and  thus  the  entire 
population  became  intensely  interested  in  the  results.    The  consulates  were  quickly 
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sought  by  many  who  were  deeply  concerned  about  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  take  prompt  action  to  avert  serious  outrages  against  native  Chris- 
tians and  their  chapels,  aod  also  the  chapels  and  schools  of  the  various  missions, 
all  of  which  were  in  jeopardy  to  such  an  extent  that  their  doors  were  kept  closed, 
buildings  cuarded,  and  vigilance  maintained  to  prevent  pillage  and  destruction. 

On  Tuesday  a  mob  gathered  at  the  new  "  Chinese  Doctrine  Propagating  Hall," 
which  was  built,  at  an  expense  of  900  taels,  by  native  converts  to  Christianity  who  are 
in  connection  with  the  American  Baptist  mission. 

The  hall  is  located  near  the  river,  about  midway  between  Dr.  Kerr's  hospital  and 
the  Berlin  mission  house,  or  between  the  American  Presbvterian  and  American  Bap- 
tist mission  chapels,  in  that  part  of  Canton  where  turbulent  elements  are  aban- 
dant. 

The  mob,  under  the  pretext  of  provocation  on  account  of  the  opposition  of  the 

Sreachers  at  the  hall  to  *' ancestral  tablets''  worship,  smashed  the  windows  and 
oors  and  other  portions  of  the  hall,  and  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  inst-ant,  again 
returned  to  the  hall  and  demdlished  the  pulpit,  pews,  and  plastering.  Soldiers 
were  sent  by  the  authorities  to  the  rescne,  and  further  injury  to  the  hall  was  pre- 
vented. 

On  Thursday  two  chapels  and  a  school- house,  in  three  different  parts  of  the  city, 
and  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Presbyterian  mission,  in  charge  of  the  venera- 
ble Rev.  Dr.  Happer,  were  threatened  with  destruction;  and  if  the  doors  had  been 
opened,  those  three  buildings  would  doubtless  have  been  immediately  destroyed. 

The  owner  of  one  of  the  buildings,  in  terror  of  the  mob,  hurried  to  Dr.  Happer  and 
demanded  surrender  of  the  lease  to  save  his  building  from  destruction,  after  a  con- 
tinuous lease  of  twenty  years. 

My  dispatch  of  Thuisday,  6th  instant,  to  the  viceroy,  in  regard  to  the  American 
Presbyterian  chapels  and  schools,  and  dispatch  of  Friday,  7tn  instant,  asking  proc- 
lamations for  security  of  the  natives'  hall,  received  satis&ctory  attention. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  6th,  the  influence  of  the  authorities  was  felt  throughout  the 
city  in  efforts  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  alleged  proclamation  and  to  restore 
order  and  tranquillity,  and  by  Friday  evening,  7th  instant,  matters  became  com- 
fortably quiet,  and  to-day,  Saturday,  8th,  the  anti-foreign  rage  has  oompleteW  sub- 
sided. Strong  proclamations  have  been  issued,  and  are  respected,  in  &vor  of  tran- 
quillity. 

This  sudden  and  welcome  subsidence  of  one  of  the  most  formidable  outbursts  of 
anti-foreign  rage  witnessed  in  Canton  dnring  the  past  seventeen  years,  based,  as  was 
alleged  and  believed,  on  the  encouragement  and  leadership  of  an  inferior  official 
invested  with  high  prerogatives  and  sustained  by  imperiad  decree,  is  one  of  the 
marvels  of  government  in  a  city  of  over  two  millions  of  people  without  a  press.  It 
was  generaUy  believed,  and  is  now  and  yet  thought  by  many  well-informed  residents 
who  have  access  to  many  sources  of  information,  that  a  proclamation  of  the  nature 
of  the  document  referred  to  was  actually  in  preparation  or  had  been  prepared,  and 
was  either  delayed  through  the  reluctance  of  the  viceroy  to  have  it  issued  or  slow- 
ness in  carving  plates  for  its  publication  in  large  letters. 

The  missionaries,  their  families  and  friends,  met,  to  the  number  of  fifty  or  more, 
in  conference  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson,  one<quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the 
hospital,  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  5th  instant,  and  manifested  profound  solici- 
tude for  the  safety  of  their  respective* missions,  and  especially  for  those  of  the  native 
converts. 

An  influential  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  consuls. 

Realizing  the  necessity  of  prompt  action,  I  prepared  and  had  translated  into  Chi- 
nese a  dispatch  to  the  viceroy  (as  per  copy  herewith)  upon  the  situation  of  affairs,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  for  delivery  before  9  o'clock  Thursday  morning  at  the  yamdn, 
thus  anticipating  tne  action  of  that  conference. 

The  consular  corps,  including  consular  officers  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France, 
United  States,  Netherlands,  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  Denmark,  assembled,  by  request 
of  citizens  concerned,  at  the  consular  headquarters,  in  the  United  States  consulate, 
for  consultation,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  Thursday,  6th  instant,  when  it  was  agreed  that  an 
identical  letter  should  be  sent  from  all  of  the  consulates  to  the  viceroy,  after  approval 
of  a  form  to  be  submitted  at  an  adjourned  meeting  on  Friday  noon,  7th  instant,  at 
which  last  meeting  the  viceroy's  replies  and  measures,  elicited  by  the  United  6  Ates 
consul's  dispatch  (uromising  military  protection  to  the  threatened  chapels  and  repu- 
diating the  unautnorized  proclamations,  so  called),  gave  all  reasonable  assurance 
that  order  and  tranquillity  would  be  restored,  and  were  deemed  so  satisfactory  as  to 
render  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  communication,  although  the  French  con- 
sul, probably  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop,  who  was  deeply  con- 
cerned, had  called  the  viceroy's  attention  to  the  dangers  surrounding  French  residents 
by  the  publicity  of  such  tirades  against  France  in  Canton. 

All  residents,  and  especially  the  missionaries,  feel  that  the  timely  arrest  of  the  ex- 
citement, in  response  to  the  United  States  consul's  dispatch  of  the  5th  instant,  deliv- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


CHINA.  61 

ered  to  the  yioeroy  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  averted  serious  outrages 
i^ainst  native  and  foreign  Christians,  and  perhaps  prevented  other  deplorable  acts 
of  a  mob.  It  was  one  of  those  cases  where  or  in  which  remonstrance  took  effect  in 
time  to  prevent  great  harm. 

I  take  pleasure  in  making  record  of  the  facts,  as  it  affords  renewed  proof  of  the  pur- 
pose of  tne  viceroy  to  maintain  in  good  faith  and  full  force  the  stipulations  of  treaty 
or  treaties  for  the  security  of  foreigners  and  their  interests,  and  also  to  prevent  the  . 
perseeution  of  natives,  as  well  as  foreigners,  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Hoping  that  Canton  may  long  be  spared  from  another  and  similar  visitation  of  rage 
and  excitement  against  foreigners  and  Christians, 
I  am,  &c.f 

CHAELE8  SEYMOUR, 

Ztnited  States  Conml. 

Monday,  December  10,  1883. 
As  this  dispatch  has  been  detained  over  Sunday  for  interpreter's  translations,  I  will 
gladly  add  tnat  to-day  crowds  are  gathered  at  the  walls  reading  excellent  proclama- 
tions from  Commissioner  Pang  and  from  the  magistrates,  enjoining  order,  tranquil- 
lity, industry,  and  good  treatment  to  foreigners. 

C.  S. 


A. 

[TransUtion.J 

December  8,  1883. 

I,  Pang,  imperial  commissioner,  do  hereby  publicly  notify  that  as  France  is  seeking 
or  causing  trouble  which  may  result  in  war,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  make  due 
preparations  ajgainst  any  calamity  or  calamities. 

That  as  foreign  nations  have  had  trade  with  China  for  years,  and  as  our  great  Em- 
peror always  considers  that  foreigners  who  came  from  a  long  distance  and  Chinese  as 
one  family,  whereby  every  one  mav  be  benefited  by  interests  in  trade,  and  as  there  is  no 
£alse  idea  or  pretension  among  tnem,  they  would  wholly  enjoy  peace  and  observe 
teeaties. 

That,  as  all  foreign  nations  must  have  seen  and  known,  China  does  not  wish,  on  ac- 
count of  trivial  or  trifling  matters,  to  make  war. 

But  as  the  French  entertain  ill  feeling,  and  know  that  Annam  has  for  generations 
past  paid  tribute  to  China,  yet  they,  depending  upon  their  strength  to  insult  a  weak 
nation,  and  that  in  violation  of  treaty,  they  have  inaugurated  war  by  use  of  soldiers, 
against  Annam. 

China  has  for  a  long  time  wished  to  comply  with  applications  and  send  assistance 
to  Annam :  but  fearing  friendlj^  relations  might  thereby  be  disturbed,  has  therefore 
refridned  m>m  sending  such  assistance. 

Informer  months  the  French  minister,  Tricon,  arrived  at  Tien-Tsin  in  a  French  man- 
of-war,  stating  that  a  large  fleet  of  French  war  ships  will  come  to  Canton  and  causo 
injuries. 

This,  however,  is  a  mere  ruse  upon  the  part  of  the  French  to  frighten,  and  their 
conning  tricks  cannot  be  ascertained. 

My  great  Emperor  became  wrath  at  this,  and  sent  me  to  Canton  to  assume  military 
command  here ;  now  I  have  brought  together  both  land  and  sea  forces,  and  to  seo 
what  measures  can  be  taken. 

If  they  come  with  troops  we  will  at  once  fight  with  France. 

The  outbreak  rests  upon  France,  which  took  the  first  step,  and  therefore  we  are 
obliged  to  make  efforts  for  our  defense. 

I  hope  other  nations  will  know  or  determine  which  is  in  the  right  and  which  is  ia 
the  wrong. 

Considering  or  whereas  that  if  fighting  begins  on  the  seas,  merchant  ships  would 
not  come,  and  therefore  commerce  with  foreign  nations  will  be  inten;upted. 

As  Chinese  troops  cannot  recognize,  distinguish,  or  discriminate  between  the  flags. 
of  foreign  nations,  that  in  event  of  a  future  war  the  mei-chant  vessels  of  other  nations 
happening  to  pass  in  the  vicinity  of  strife  might  be  mistaken  by  Chinese  soldiers  and 
people  for  those  of  the  enemy,  and  thereby  complications  may  occur. 

Considering  that  all  foreign  merchants  have  with  great  difficulty  crossed  the  large 
ocean  to  come  to  China,  although  the  manner  of  conducting  the  various  tranches  of 
trade  by  Chinese  and  foreigners  is  different,  yet  the  object  (making  i  rofit)  is  the 
same. 

It  is  not  proper  treatment  to  those  who  come  from  a  distance  if  we  do  not  before- 
hand notify  them,  so  they  might  guard  against  approaching  or  future  calamities  in 
^  event  of  war. 
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Besides  having  asked  the  Emperor  to  instruct  the  tsang-li  yamdn  to  inform  the  min- 
isters of  foreign  nations,  I  now  issue  this  notice  for  the  general  information  of  foreijg^ 
merchants,  that  they  should  befbrehaud  remove  out-  of  port  (or  hartior)  merchandise 
or  property,  thus  to  escape  the  danger  of  war,  if  France  is  inclined  to  be  the  agg^easor 
and  send  troops  to  give  battle. 

During  the  contest  between  China  and  France  all  vessels  of  other  nations  most  con* 
form  to  international  law. 

A  ship  or  cargo  taken  as  a  prize,  the  nation  in  question  cannot  accuse  us  of  wron^. 

In  all  places  where  the  French  take  hostile  action  for  any  merchandise  belonginj; 
to  foreign  merchants  destroyed  by  fire  or  pillaged,  the  nation  will  have  to  demand 
indemnity  from  France,  and  cannot  demand  it  &om  China. 

By  reason  of  one  nation  violating  the  treaty  the  commerce  of  other  nations  will  bo 
involved,  and  thus  the  fault  rests  upon  the  one  causing  the  tronble ;  and  all  nations 
will  discriminate  Justly  in  the  matter. 

I  sincerely  publish  this  proclamation  with  the  hope  of  notifying  the  merchants  of 
all  nationalities,  that  thev  may  understand  and  take  precautions,  and  thus  prevent 
being  entangled  in  difficulties. 

(Sold  and  circulated  in  Canton,  Tuesday,  4th,  Wednesday,  5th,  and  Thursday,  6tli 
December,  1883.) 


B. 
Mr,  Seymour  to  Vioeroif  Chang. 

Canton,  December  5,  1883. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  Chinese 
mob  yesterday  made  an  attack  apon  a  Christian  chapel,  and  renewed  the  attack  this 
^morning. 

The  diapel  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  and  near  the  river,  between  the  American 
Baptist  and  Berlin  and  American  missions,  a  short  distance  from  the  hospital  and  the 
exchange ;  and  as  further  depredations  may  be  perpetrated  unless  prevented  by  the 
authorities,  your  excellency  is  respectfully  asked  to  meet  the  case  so  promptly  as  to 
stop  the  mob  from  doing  more  mischief.  * 

I  also  have  the  honor  to- call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  inclosed  pnblication, 
which  has  been  publicly  and  extensively  sold  and  circulated  for  two  days  on  the  streets, 
and  to  ask  whether  it  is  an  authentic,  true,  and  authorized  expression  of  what  it  par- 
po^ts  to  be  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  merchandise  of  foreigners  to  prevent  its  destmc- 
tion,  as  it  has  already  produced  much  uneasiness  and  general  excitement,  especially 
among  natives  and  foreigners  in  business  circles,  and  seems  to  be  regarded  by  the  tur- 
bulent element  as  an  encouragement  to  destroy  the  merchandise  of  foreigners  when- 
ever it  is  thought  France  shall  have  assumed  a  warlike  attitude  toward  China,  the 
danger  being  tli&t  many  Chinese  will  consider  the  war  as  alreadv  inauffutated  and 
proceed  to  an  indiscriminate  destruction  of  merchandise  of  foreigners,  under  the  cover 
of  what  they  are  construing  as  authority. 
I  am,  i&c, 

CHARLES  SEYMOUR, 

United  States  Consul, 


Vieeroy  Chang  to  Mr,  Seymour. 
[Tr«i8latlon.J 

Chang,  viceroy  of  the  two  Kwangs,  sends  the  following  oommnnication  in  reply  to 
the  consul : 

Upon  the  7th  day  of  the  11  th  moon  of  the  9th  year  of  Kwang  Hsui  (December  6, 1883) 
the  viceroy  received  a  dispatch  from  the  consul.  [Here  the  contents  pf  the  dispatch 
are  quoted  in  fnll.1 

The  viceroy  would  state  that  yesterday  he  had  heard  of  the  disturbance  made  by 
some  lawless  people  toward  a  chapel  which  is  situated  at  Ng-Shin-Moon,  near  the  river, 
and  as  was  stated  in  the  dispatch  under  acknowledgment. 

The  viceroy  has  consequently  directed  the  local  authorities  (both  civil  and  mili- 
tary) to  take  soldiers  and  proceed  with  them  to  that  vicinity  and  maintain  order 
there. 

Subsequently  those  officials  informed  the  viceroy  that  they  had  maintained* order 
and  dispersed  the  crowd,  and  that  everything  is  quiet  and  restored  to  peace.    How- 


^ 
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eTer,  the  viceroy  gave  strict  instructioDs  to  these  officials  that  they  should  at  all 
times  inquire  and  give  protection  in  case  of  need,  therehy  to  maintain  peace  among 
natives  and  foreigners. 

With  regard  to  the  proclamation  which  you  said  had  heen  sold  about  in  the  streets 
for  two  days,  and  which  has  produced  much  uneasiness  and  general  excitement,  the 
vioeroy  would  state  that  all  proclamations  which  are  issued  by  the  officials  in  China 
should  bear  the  official  seal  upon  them  before  they  are  published,  and  that  upon  ex- 
amining the  inclosed  proclamation  the  viceroy  fouud  ft  was  printed  by  the  people 
and  secretly  sold  amongst  them ;  thus  it  will  he  understood  that  it  affords  insufficient 
proof  to  be  considered  genuine. 

Ui>on  receipt  of  the  foregoing  dispatch  the  viceroy  at  once  instructed  the  Namhal 
and  Poon  In  magistrates  and  the  prefect  of  Ouang  Chow  that  they  should  at  all  times 
inquire  into,  arrest,  and  strictly  prohibit  the  publishing  of  any  such  false  notice. 

It  is  deemed  proper  that  the  viceroy  should  send  this  in  reply  to  the  consul,  for  his 
information. 

Kwang  Hsui,  9th  year,  11th  moon,  7th  day  (December  6,  1888). 

Memorandum,  December  10,  1883,  hy  consul. 

A  subsequent  dispatch  from  the  viceroy  assured  protection  to  the  American  Pres- 
byterian chapel  and  school,  and  another  and  later  dispatch  from  the  vicerov  reports 
directions  to  the  magistrates  to  issue  proclamations  to  protect  the  native  Cnristians 
and  their  hall. 

Proclamations  have  been  made  as  desired,  not  only  by  magistrates  but  by  the  im- 
perial commissioner. 

C.  fi. 


NOTE. 

Rev,  Mr,  Happer  to  Mr,  Seymour. 

Mt  Dear  Mr.  Seymour  :  The  commissioner  Pang  has  issued  a  proclamation.  Part 
of  it  i»  in  the  same  tenor  as  the  Namhai's ;  says  the  Government  and  foreigners  ara  at 
peace ;  no  one  must  siir  up  strife ;  calls  upon  all  the  Chinese  to  attend  to  their  usual 
Duainess  in  question.  I  will  get  a  copy  to-morrow  morning;  now  it  is  surrounded  by 
a  crowd,  so  cannot  copy.  It  may  be  on  sale  before  night. 
Yours, 

A.  P.  H. 


[Inolosnre  8  In  Xo.  826.  ] 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr,  Seymour. 
No.  59. 1  January  21, 1884. 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  painful  interest  your  dispatch  No. 44,  December  8,  1883. 
The  condition  of  affairs  therein  narrated  shows  a  disposition  towards  foreigners  much 
to  be  regretted,  coming  especially-  after  the  serious  outbreak  in  the  Shameen. 

Tour  prompt  action  m  presenting  the  caae  to  the  viceroy  meets  with  the  commenda- 
tion of  the  legation.  «: 

This  remonstrance,  I  think,  might  have  taken  a  more  serious  form.  The  proclama- 
tion of  Pang  was  an  unwise  and  unfriendly  document,  one  calculated  to  inspire  the 
worst  feelings  in  a  community  where  the  spirit  of  intolerance  already  prevailed.  It 
came  frt>ni  a  high  official,  who  spoke  in  the  name  of  His  Migesty.  Although  disavowed 
and  withdrawn,  it  was  sold  about  the  streets  for  two  days.  The  vioeroy  says  that 
it  bore  on  ita  face  the  evidence  that  it  was  not  genuine.  And  yet  I  have  seen  noth- 
ing to  show  that  the  imperial  commissioner  Pan^  did  not  write  or  inspire  it.  The 
real  meaning  of  the  viceroy's  comment,  as  found  in  your  inclosure  C,is  not  that  the 
proclamation  was  fraudulent,  but  simply  irregular,  informal,  not  official. 

For  the  viceroy  to  permit  an  incendiary  proclamation  of  this  nature  to  circulate 
for  two  days  was  to  assume  a  grave  responsibility,  and  if  any  outrage  had  taken  place, 
as  at  the  Shameen,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  released  the  Chinese  from  the 
responsibility  of  not  alone  actual  but  of  exemplary  damages. 

You  will,  in  your  conversations  with  the  vioeroy,  impress  this  fact  upon  the  attention 
of  his  excellency.  The  legations  here  know  that  Canton  is  the  seat  of  peculiar  irri- 
tations and  disturbances,  that  political  feeling  runs  high,  and  that  rulers  with  the 
firmest  nerves  may  tremble  in  the  presence  of  the  elements  of  discontent  and  misrule 
which  there  prevail.  But  unless  his  excellency  proposes  to  surrender  his  high  au- 
thority to  a  mob,  there  is  no  time  in  which  to  end  a  demonstration  of  this  kind  except 
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at  the  outset.    The  fact  that  his  excellency  sliould  have  allowed  it  to  ran  for  two 
days  without  check  or  rehuke  is  a  painfhl  incident. 

Your  action  in  taking  the  matter  in  hand  at  once,  meets  with  my  commendation. 
My  chief  regret  is,  and  out  of  this  regret  arises  a  constant  anxiety  as  to  Canton,  that 
the  viceroy  failed  to  see  at  the  ontset  what  justice  to  the  foreigner,  and  even  loyalty 
to  the  throne,  required  of  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


No.  36. 


Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Young. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  January  22, 1884. 
Mr.  Lowell  has  telegraphed  bis  interview  with  Lord  Granville  relative 
to  the  obstructing  of  the  port  of  Canton.  Instructions  have  been  given 
him  to  the  effect  that  the  treaty  ports  cannot  rightfully  be  clos^  by 
either  France  or  China,  except  the  latter  should  do  so  for  necessary  pro- 
tection. Should  France  agree  absolutely  and  not  conditionally  to  make 
no  attack  on  the  treaty  ports,  a  protest  against  their  obstruction  will 
be  made  to  China  by  this  Government.  Ko  protest  can  be  made  against 
China  for  taking  such  steps  for  its  defense  as  it  may  deem  necessary. 


No.  37. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  338.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking^  January  29, 1884.    (Iteceived  March  31.) 
^R :  The  Department  will  learn  from  the  memorials  addressed  to  the 
thrdne,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  the  extent  of  the  suffering 
now  prevailing  in  the  northern  provinces  of  China,  caused  by  the  floods 
of  last  year,  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  the  crops  for  hundreds 
of  square  miles. 
I  have,  &c, 
»  JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


THE  FAMINES  IN  THE  NORTH. 

Li  Hnng  Chang  has  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  throne,  in  which  he  refers  to  the 
great  distresses  among  the  poor  arising  oat  of  the  floods  in  the  northern  proTinoes  of 
China,  and  especially  in  the  country  surrounding  Tien-Tsin  and  Peking. 

With  the  arrival  of  winter  the  floods  have  left  the  higher-lying  ground,  but  all  the 
low-lying  lands  continue  to  present  the  aspect  of  an  unbroken  sea,  which  must  shortly 
be  frozen  over,  adding  the  misery  of  cold  to  the  sufferings  of  people  already  borne  down 
with  hunger,  and  precluding  the  possibility  of  hoping  to  be  aole  to  sow  the  crops  in 
spring.  The  funds  available  for  the  relief  of  this  distress  are  already  more  tkan  ex- 
hausted, and  the  drain  upon  the  provincial  revenue  from  other  bources  is  considera- 
bly more  than  it  can  bear.  Under  these  conditions  it  becomes  necessary  to  look  else- 
wiiere  for  means,  and  the  only  plan  that  suggests  itself  is  to  encourage  private  con- 
tribution by  the  offer  of  honorary  rewards.  The  abolition  of  the  purchase  system 
has  at  present  reduced  the  rewards  that  are  allowed  to  be  granted  to  mere  empty 
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rink  orpatonts,  which  it  is  found  are  not  a  sufficient  inducement  to  encourage  people 
to  come  forward  at  all  liberally,  while  the  proposal  to  give  buttons  and  promoiion 
as  an  extension  of  this  system  can  only  be  availed  of  by  the  wealthy  classes.  The 
board  have  made  an  exception  to  this  rule  in  Shantung,  where  fall  payment  of  con- 
tributions is  allowed  to  oe  rewarded  by  the  bestowad  of  a  chien  akeng  degree,  and 
the  roemoriidist  would  now  be^  that  this  pnvilege  may  be  temporarily  extended  to 
tbe  province  of  Chihli,  and  withdrawn  as  soon  as  the  necessity  which  dictates  the 
innovation  shall  cease. 
Aji  imperial  decree  grants  the  above. 


SUFFERING  IK  THE  NORTHERN  PROVINCES. 

IFrom  the  Peking  Gazette.] 

A  long  memorial  from  the  governor-general,  Li  Hung  Chang,  and  the  governor  and 
governor  a4Joint  of  tbe  Shun-t'ien  prefecture,  detailing  the  measures  they  propose 
to  take  to  relieve  the  distress  in  their  respective  juricKlictions  by  the  sale  of  grain 
at  reduced  rates  and  other  means. 

Sometime  since  the  board  of  revenue  communicat'Cd  to  the  memorialists  a  memorial 
submitted  to  His  Miuesty  by  a  censor  urging  the  necessity  of  selling  grain  at  reduced 
rates  in  Peking,  with  their  minute  thereon,  in  which  they  expressed  a  fear  that  the 
capital  would  be  invaded  by  large  numbers  of  poor  in  search  of  food  unless  timely 
measures  were  taken  to  anticipate  their  arrival.  They  accordingly  suggested  that 
the  province  of  Chihli  might  be  called  upon  to  supply  100,0(X)  taels,  and  that 
other  provinces,  with  the  exception  of  Hupei,  Shan  Tung,  and  Chekiang,  where 
there  was  also  much  distress,  might  be  directed  each  to  contribute  .30,000  taels 
from  their  opium  lekin  fund,  or  its  equivalent  in  grain,  and  send  it  to  Chihli, 
where  the  memorialist  Li  Hung  Chang  would  devote  the  money  to  the  purchase  of 
fnuin,  a  portion  of  which  would  be  sent  to  Peking,  to  be  sold  there  at  reduced  rates. 
The  scheme  having  received  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty,  it  was  communicated  to  the 
meaiorialiste,  who  have  been  in  constant  correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  now  beg 
to  submit  an  account  of  the  arrangements  they  propose  to  make.  They  would  pre- 
mise that  in  the  year  1876,  when  a  similar  arrangement  was  called  for,  the  8ura4)f 
140,000  taels  was  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  87,000  piculs  of  grain,  which  was  sent  to 
Peking,  and  there  sold  at  reduced  rates  from  the  Ist  to  the  8tb  moou  of  the  year. 
Tbe  losses  on  these  sales,  iDclnsive  of  the  cost  of  carriage,  was  114,000  taels,  which 
was  defrayed  out  of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  and  the  coast-defense  fund. 
The  memorialist  Li  Hung  Chaug  then  proceeds  to  record,  in  somewhat  complicated  and 
gnarded  langaagi,  his  objections  to  the  issue  of  relief  in  the  form  of  cheap  grain  :  tirst, 
becanse  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  genuineness  of  the  poverty  of  the  purchaser ; 
secondly,  liecause  the  tendency  of  Pekingese  to  eat  their  grain  in  the  form  of  Hour 
renders  it  necessary  to  have  it  ground  by  millers,  who  are  certain  to  levy  toll  on  what 
panes  through  their  hands;  and,  thirdly,  because  the  present  stagnant  condition  of 
trade  will  prevent  that  substantial  aid  irom  merchants  being  afforded  which  on  former 
occasions  was  one  of  the  chief  elements  which  conduced  to  the  snccess  of  the  under- 
taking. As,  moreover,  the  governor-general  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  managment 
of  the  enterprise  in  the  Shun-t'ien  prefecture,  he  begs  to  retire  from  the  control  as  far 
as  that  region  is  concerned,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  governor  and  governor  adjoint.  As 
it  is  the  chief  object  of  the  board  of  revenue  to  provide  against  a  pauper  invasion  of 
Peking,  he  opines  that  this  object  will  be  met  by  applying  the  system  it  is  proposed 
to  introduce  to  the  Shun-t'ien  prefecture  alone,  and  he  wonld  suggest  that  40,000  pic- 
ula  of  grain  from  the  Peking  granaries  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  governor  and  gov- 
ernor adjoint  of  Shun-tUen,  for  disposal  in  the  manner  that  further  inquiry  may  show 
to  he  advisable.  He  is  prepared,  ir  this  suggestion  paeets  with  His  Majesty's  approval^ 
to  famish  100,000  taels  to  be  expended  by  tlie  above  officers  in  relief. 

Approved  by  rescript. 
A.  (iiiiher  memorial  from  Li  Hung  Chang  with  reference  to  the  funds  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  grain  required  for  the  object  specified 
in  the  preceding  memorial. 

The  board  suggested  that  the  arsenal  fund  should  contribute  40,000  taels  and  the 
opiam  duties  another  40,000  taels;  but  ii  reference  to  the  manager  of  the  former 
establishment  and  the  customs  taotai,  these  officers  represent  that  they  are  not  in  a 
positifm  to  meet  these  claims  on  their  resources.  The  arsenal  at  Tien-Tsin  is  supported 
by  a  grant  of  one-fourth  of  the  foreign  customs  revenue,  supplemented  by  a  coutribu- 
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tion  p»id  from  the  dotiee  collected  from  the  China  Merchsnte'  CompaDy .  These  jfcrsnts 
have  been  found  insaflScient  of  late  years  to  meet  the  increased  expenditure  entailed 
by  the  extra  proTiidon  of  amninnition  required  by  the  difierent  provinces  and  the 

Bnrchase  of  foreif^  machinery  which  this  larger  output  requires — so  much  so  that 
he  accounts  show  a  large  deficit,  which  for  the  last  three  years  has  been  partially 
met  by  a  moQthly  grant  of  10,000  taels  from  the  board  of  revenue.  The  duties  on 
foreign  opium  and  dues  collected  from  the  China  Merchants'  Company  are  amalgamated 
under  one  head,  and  fonr- tenths  of  the  total  receipts  are  paidover  to  the  arsenal,  with 
the  exception  of  one-fifth  of  the  China  Merchants'  Company's  duties,  which  are  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  board  of  revenue.  The  balance,  which  is  far  from  considerable, 
is  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  coast  defenses  and  payment  of  troops;  but  as  it  is 
inadequate  for  this  pnrpose,  it  is  supplemented  every  year  by  drafts  to  the  amount  of 
several  of  lacs  of  taels  on  the  funds  which  should  properly  be  sent  to  the  provincial 
capital  by  the  salt  commissioner.  This  state  of  financial  embarrassment,  which  is  the 
normal  condition  of  the  province  in  ordinary  years,  is  naturally  augmented  in  times 
of  widespread  distress  like  the  present;  and,  as  the  claims  of  the  board  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  met  in  the  manner  suggested,  it  becomes  necessary  to  seek  for  other  meuis  of 
meeting  the  diflSculty.  The  establishment  known  as  the  chik  yifig  tkii^  or  general  ao- 
ooantant's  office,  which  meets  demands  for  payments  on  difierent  accounts,  has  in 
hand  at  this  moment  principal  funds  which  bear  interest,  and  the  memorialist  would 
suggest  that  this  fund  be  drawn  upon  to  the  extent  of  100,000  taels  for  the  pnrpose 
above  mentioned. 
Granted  by  rescript. 


No.  38. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyien. 

[Bxtiact.] 

No.  350.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

Peking^  February  11, 1884.    (Received  April  11.) 

Sir  :  •  •  •  On  the  10th  of  January  I  was  informed  by  the  Brit- 
ish minister,  Sir  Hurry  Parkes,  and  the  German  charge  d'affairesy 
Count  Tattenbach,  that  dispatches  had  been  received  from  their  con- 
sals  at  Canton  saying  that  the  Chinese  anthorities  were  preparing  to 
obstmct  the  water  approaches  to  Canton,  and  that  the  effect  of  tSese 
obstmctions  would  be  to  imperil,  if  not  to  prevent,  navigation.  The 
German  consul  reported  that  Whampoa  would  <*  be  totally  blocked." 

I  telegraphed  Mr.  Consul  Seymour  for  information,  and  his  reply  1  in- 
close. Mr.  Seymour,  as  you  will  observe,  said  that  there  would  l^  <<  seri- 
ous obstructions  without  equivalent  benefits." 

Two  questions  arose  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  legation  required  im- 
mediate attention. 

The  first  was  that  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Tien-Tsin,  185S,  con- 
eluded  between  China  and  the  United  States,  in  Article  XXVl,  United 
States  vessels,  in  the  event  of  war  between  China  and  other  powers, 
were  to  have  free  access  and  egress  in  the  open  ports.  ^<  It  is  further 
agreed,"  says  the  treaty,  ^^  that  in  case,  at  any  time  hereafter,  China 
shall  be  at  war  with  any  foreign  nation  whatever,  and  should  for  that 
cause  exclude  such  nation  from  entering  her  ports,  still  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  the  less  continue  to  pursue  their  commerce 
in  freedom  and  security,  and  to  transport  goods  to  and  from  the  ports  of 
the  l)eUigerent  powers,"  &c. 

The  second  was  that  the  Chinese  authorities,  in  a  time  of  peace,  were 
performing  a  belligerent  act  directed  against  the  commerce  of  friendly 
powers,  an  act  which  if  permitted  at  Canton  would  stand  as  a  prece- 
dent for  closing  every  port  in  China. 

1  was  not  disposed  to  lay  much  stress  upon  the  first  of  these  proposi- 
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tioDS,  or  even  to  make  it  a  matter  of  serious  debate  with  the  Oovern- 
ment  without  asking  for  your  special  iustrnctioDS.  To  bo  sure,  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  are  plain.  It  was  made,  however,  in  1858. 
Since  then  the  methods  of  offensive  and  defensive  warfare  have  been 
revolutionized.  The  United  States,  during  the  rebellion,  saw  fit  to  ob- 
struct the  channels  in  Charleston  harbor  by  sinking  ships  laden  with 
stone,  to  secure  an  effective  blockade.  Germany,  during  her  latest  war 
with  France,  protected  her  Baltic  ports  with  torpedoes.  I  should  have 
felt  some  embarrassment  in  seeking  to  persuade  the  yam^n  that  what 
Germany  and  the  United  States  regarded  as  honorable  warfare  could 
not  be  permitted  to  them. 

At  all  events,  I  should  have  deemed  it  wise,  before  making  any  repre- 
sentation to  the  yam^u,  to  have  asked  the  Department  for  further  in- 
structions as  to  how  far  my  Government  was  disposed  to  assert  our 
rights  under  the  article  1  have  quoted. 

As  to  the  second  proposition,  I  could  see  no  doubt  as  to  my  immediate 
duty.  The  isituation  was  this :  The  viceroy  of  two  provinces,  a  local 
official,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  without  asking  the  orders  of  his  Gov- 
ernment and  without  any  communication  to  the  foreign  powers  of  such 
a  contemplated  act,  f)roposed  to  do  what  could  only  be  regarded  as  an 
extreme  and  supreme  measure  of  war,  namely,  to  close  a  port  open  to 
us  by  the  treaties.  This  was  to  be  done  when  China  was  at  peace, 
and  before  any  declaration  of  war,  or  even  an  intention  so  to  declare, 
had  been  published.  If  the  obstruction  of  Canton,  under  these  circum- 
stances, was  permitted,  without  a  prompt  and  decisive  protest,  there 
would  be  no  reason  why  this  or  a  subsequent  Government,  the  Canton 
viceroy,  or  the  ruler  of  other  provinces  should  not  obstruct  and  close 
every  port  in  China.  And  while  it  might  be  said  that  motives  of  self- 
interest  and  the  natural  desire  of  the  Chinese  to  profit  out  of  foreign 
commerce  would  render  such  apprehensions  improbable,  yet  one  can 
never  cease  to  remember  that  in  China  there  is  a  powerful  and  what 
some  observers  regard  a  dominant  anti-foreign  sentiment,  which  would 
regard  such  a  measure  as  excluding  all  foreigners  from  the  Empire  as 
an  act  of  the  highest  patriotism. 

The  question  was  one  which  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should 
have  submitted  to  the  diplomatic  body.  But  on  account  of  the  rela- 
tions between  China  and  France,  I  believed,  on  reflection,  that  separate 
action,  and  especially  in  my  own  capacity  as  the  American  representa- 
tive, would  be  the  most  effective  in  securing  the  ends  of  peace.  With 
this  view  I  requested  an  interview  with  the  ministers  of  the  yam^n. 
The  result  was  a  long  conversation,  a  report  of  which  is  inclosed. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat  what  is  written  with  so  much  detail 

in  this  report. 

•  ••#### 

There  were  two  points  which  I  especially  urged  upon  the  ministers 
in  my  conversation.  The  first  was  that  I  came  in  neither  a  complain- 
ing nor  an  unfriendly  spirit,  but  to  advise  their  excellencies  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Canton  viceroy.  And  in  making 
this  statement  I  knew  that  I  was  expressing  the  feeling  of  Sir  Harry 
Parkes  and  Count  Tattenbach.  We  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass 
China,  or  even  appear  to  censure  an  ofiScial  for  doing  what  he  deemed 
best  to  defend  his  country.  But,  and  this  was  the  second  point  of  my 
argument,  we  were  doing  China  an  office  of  courtesy.  It  was  her  inter- 
est, even  should  there  be  war,  not  to  throw  aside  the  benefits  which 
international  law  secures  to  belligerent  powers.  Supposing  eventis  with 
^nce  were  to  impose  upon  China  a  supreme  contingency,  the  first  duty 
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of  Chinese  Btatesmanship  would  be  to  seek  the  ^ood  will  of  the  i>ower8 
which  had  do  concem  in  the  enterprises  and  adventures  of  France.  The 
measure  proposed  at  Oanton  was  aimed  at  all  nations  holding  commer- 
cial relations  with  Ohina,  and  not  merely  France  alone.  It  was.  as  Mr. 
Oonsul  Seymour  reported,  a  measure  of  doubtful  utility ;  to  quot^  his 
exact  words,  resulting  in  ^^  serious  obstructions  without  equivalent  bene- 
fits.'^  It  would  only  irritate  friendly  powers  who  were  bound  to  protect 
their  commerce  and  their  people,  and  who  could  not  under  any  circum- 
stances consent  to  the  abrogation  of  a  treaty  by  a  provincial  official. 

To  these  and  correlative  arguments  which  I  pressed  upon  their  ex- 
cellencies again  and  again  during  a  long  conversation,  they  replied 
with  a  rude  logic  which  was  not  without  force.  ^<  If,"  they  said  in  sub- 
stance, "the  western  powers  are  well  disposed  towards  China,  if  your 
Government  is,  as  you  say,  friendly,  why  do  you  not  interfere  and  com- 
pel France  to  cease  her  assaults  f  If  America  is  China's  true  frifmd, 
why  does  she  not  show  her  friendship  in  this  hour  of  emergency  f  Here 
comes  the  robber  with  torch  and  steel  to  invade  our  house.  You  are 
onr  guests.  Why  will  you  not  assist  us  in  keeping  the  robber  outt 
China  has  made  other  nations  rich  with  her  trade.  She  longs  to  pur- 
sue that  beneficent  pursuit.  Why  should  not  those  who  share  these 
benefits  make  some  return  f " 

It  was  not  difficult  to  see  that  other  arguments  animated  the  yam^u, 
and  in  presenting  this  view  of  the  case  I  think  I  am  giving  the  princi- 
ples underlying  the  present  policy  of  China  towards  foreign  powers. 
"Why,"  they  say,  "should  China,  under  any  circumstances,  make  wart 
Why  not  compel  the  foreigner  to  do  so  f  Oreat  Britain,  Germany, 
Bussia,  the  United  States,  are  dying  for  our  trade.  They  know  that  it 
is  an  essential  factor  in  their  commercial  greatness.  Without  our  silk, 
our  tea,  and  so  on,  they  would  be  poor  indeed.  They  are  great  powers, 
with  guns  and  ships  and  torpedoes  and  other  inventions.  Why,  there- 
fore, is  it  not  the  highest  wisdom  to  impress  upon  these  nations  the 
peril  involved  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  Chinese  trade,  and  thus  com- 
pel them  to  save  China  from  the  invader  t" 

This  theory,  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of  the  ministers  and  adverted 
to  again  and  again,  as  the  Department  will  note  in  my  conversation 
with  their  excellencies,  made  it  difficult  to  come  to  an  understanding, 
or  to  divest  any  advice  that  could  be  given  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
proceedings  like  those  complained  of  at  Canton  of  the  suspicion  of  in- 
sincerity. If  we  were  friends  to  China,  we  should  show  the  efficiency 
of  that  friendship  by  controlling  France.  There  was  also  the  further 
proposition  that  China  was  justified  in  taking  any  step  to  protect  her 
soil.  This  was  the  sovereign  right  of  self-preservation.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  show  how,  as  Iriendly  powers,  we  should  not  aid  China  in  oppos- 
ing an  enemy,  or,  failing  in  that,  how  we  should  contest  her  own  right  to 
do  80.  The  only  argument  that  seemed  to  make  an  impression  upon  the 
ministers  was  that  China,  by  doing  acts  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  which 
affected  the  interests  of  friendly  nations,  was  invoking  an  opposition 
from  those  who  wished  her  well,  and  whose  friendship  might  not  be 
without  its  advantages  should  war  ensue  with  France. 

My  conversation  with  the  ministers  was  followed  by  interviews  be- 
tween them  and  the  representatives  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Germany.  A 
memorandum  of  these  conversations  was  given  to  me  by  Sir  Harry 
Parkes  and  Count  Tattenbach,  and  will  be  found  as  inclosures.  The 
Department  will  observe  that  the  position  assumed  by  the  legation  in 
presenting  our  case  was  confirmed  by  my  British  and  German  col- 
leascues. 
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Although  we'ooold  not  induce  tne  yam^n  to  give  as  a  formal  with- 
drawal of  their  policy,  nor  to  make  any  promise  that  what  had  been 
done  at  Oanton  might  not  be  repeated  at  Shanghai  and  Tien-Tsin,  the 
practical  effect  of  oar  joint  action  was  .to  arrest  the  obstrnctions  pro- 
posed in  Canton,  and  to  show  the  Government  that  we  coald  not  permit 
what  had  been  attempted  as  a  precedent.  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  lib- 
erty to  go  beyond  an  earnest  and  at  the  same  time  a  friendly  protest. 

The  point  at  issne  was  so  important,  and  the  possible  action  of  the 
yam^n  so  uncertain,  that  I  felt  bound  to  submit  it  without  delay  to  the 
Department.  This  was  also  done  by  the  British  legation.  The  dis- 
patch of  Sir  Harry  Parkes  to  Lord  Granville,  and  his  lordship's  answer, 
will  be  found  as  inclosures. 

I  also  requested  Admiral  Davis,  now  at  Shanghai,  to  have  some 
skilled  officer  examine  the  nature  of  the  proposed  obstruction.  Such  a 
report  would  have  a  technical  value,  as  that  of  a  professional  expert, 
apart  from  the  judgment  of  the  consular  gentlemen  upon  whose  informa- 
tion we  act. 

The  correspondence  is  herewith  submitted  to  the  Department.  I  am 
persuaded  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that,  considering,  on  the  one 
hand,  our  rights  under  the  treaties,  and,  on  the  other,  the  practical  em- 
barrassment^ which  confronted  China,  wishing  under  no  circumstances 
to  appear  harsh  and  stem,  the  position  taken  by  the  yamen  made  our 
doty  clear ;  that  this  duty  was  to  protest  against  a  grave  violation  of 
treaties  and  of  international  law.  I  endeavored  to  do  so  in  a  way  that 
would  show  the  ministers  that  no  nation,  under  existing  forms  of  civil- 
ized society,  could  venture  upon  deeds  of  this  nature  without  doing 
herself  in  the  end  a  grave  injury ;  that  treaties  and  international  law 
were  made  for  the  common  welfare  of  mankind,  and  that  in  their  sanc- 
tity China  had  no  small  share. 

To  have  overlooked  the  action  of  the  Canton  viceroy,  to  have  per- 
mitted a  precedent  which  at  any  time,  under  the  reactionary  influences 
X)ossible  in  China,  would  have  fatally  wounded  every  foreign  interest, 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  a  serious  neglect  of  duty.  I  trust  that 
the  action  of  the  legation  will  meet  with  your  approval. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  BUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[iDolosare  1  in  No.  850.] 

Memorandum  of  a  converaaHon  between  Mr.  Young  and  the  minieiers  of  the  teung-U  yamSn^ 

January  14,  1884. 

Mr.  Yonng,  after  the  ezcbaoge  of  the  osnal  courtesies,  said  to  their  excellencies  that 
he  wished  to  confer  with  them  in  reference  to  circumstances  at  Canton  as  reported 
to  the  legation  by  Mr.  Consul  Seymour,  and  to  the  British  and  German  legations, 
likewise,  by  their  consular  representatives.  From  these  telegrams,  the  contents  oi 
which  he  submitted  to  their  excellencies,  it  would  appear  that  the  viceroy  at  Canton 
had  notified  the  consuls  that  the  river  north  and  south  of  Dane's  Island  would  be 
blocked  by  the  construction  of  a  wooden  bridge,  and  that  there  would  be  left  for 
navigation  an  opening  in  the  bridge  seventy  Chinese  feet,  or  about  eighty  feet,  in 
width.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  measure  to  the  British  consul  was  tne  necessity 
of  having  torpedo  practice.  According  to  the  British  consul,  this  opening  in  the 
bridge  would  be  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  British  vessels  of  war,  but  insufficient  for 
jatatd  navigation.  The  German  consul  reported  that  the  Whampoa  and  Canton  Rivers 
would  be  blocked,  the  one  totally,  the  other  with  the  exception  of  the  passage  re- 
ferred to.  The  German  consul  was  of  the  opinion  that  while  the  steamship  naviga- 
tion would  be  difficult,  ship  navigation  would  be  impossible.  The' American  consul 
had  reported  that  the  reason  given  by  the  viceroy  for  the  proposed  blockade  was  to 
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open  oommunicatioD  between  the  opposit^orts  and  torpedo  defenaes.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  consul,  it  would  be  "  a  serious  obstacle  without  equivalent  benefits.** 

Mr.  Yonng  said  there  were  two  or  three  considerations  of  a  grave  bharaoter  which 
he  wished  to  present  to  their  excellencies.  At  the  same  time  he  would  like  to  know 
how  far  the  news  that  had  been  received  from  these  consulates  was  confirmed  by  the 
news  in  the  possession  of  the  yamdn. ' 

The  minister  Chang  said  that  the  yam6n  had  been  told  by  the  viceroy  at  Canton 
of  his  purpose  to  build  certain  defenses  covering  the  approaooes  to  Canton,  and  that 
these  defenses  would  involve  a  partial  obstruction  of  the  Cauton  River.  But  that  care 
would  be  taken  to  so  build  them  that  foreign  commerce  aud  foreign  men-of-war  coald 
go  to  and  from  Canton  in  safety. 

Mr.  Yourfg  said  that  he  much  re;rretted  that  the  information  he  had  laid  before  their 
excellencies  did  not  justify  this  impression.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  belief  of  the 
consular  gentlemen  who^e  telegrams  he  quoted  that  the  practical  effect  of  obstruct- 
ing the  channel  as  proposed  would  be  to  close  the  port  or  Whampoa  and  practically 
seal  up  Cantou.  "  Mr.  Seymour,"  coutinued  Mr.  Young,  **  expressed  also  the  decided 
opinion  that  it  would  *be  a  serious  obstruction  without  equivalent  benefits.'  " 

The  minister  replied  that  Mr.  Seymour's  dispatch  seemtAl  to  be  an  extravagant  ex- 
prewion  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Young  said,  as  Mr.  Seymour  had  the  reputation  of  holding  the  viceroy's  confi- 
dence, and  had  been  criticised  for  what  were  called  his  '*  Chinese  sentiments,"  such 
an  expression,  deprecating  as  it  did  the  viceroy's  action  as  unnecessary,  was  entitled 
to  special  value.  However,  on  that  point  Mr.  Young  did  not  lay  much  stress.  He 
knew  that  Mr.  Seymour  was  not  an  engineer,  and  he  therefore  had  requested  Admiral 
Davis  to  have  the  character  of  the  proposed  obstructions  examined  by  a  com]>etent 
naval  officer.  That  report  would  have  technical  and  scientific  value.  What  Mr.  Yo'unsf 
wished,  however,  to  point  out  to  their  excellencies  was  that  the  Canton  viceroy  had 
made  a  grave  error. 

First.  The  viceroy  was  committing  an  act  of  war  in  a  time  of  peace,  an  act  of  war 
against  neutral  and  friendly  powers  who  had  given  China  no  cause  for  aggression. 

Second.  He  was  violating  the  treaty  in  this,  that  while  Canton  was  an  open  port, 
as  provided  in  Article  XIV  of  the  treaty  of  Tien-Tsin  in  1858,  the  viceroy  proposed  to 
close  it. 

Third.  That  if  the  Chinese  Government  claimed  the  ri^ht  to  close  Canton  without 
due  notice  to  the  contracting  powers  under  treaties  now  in  force,  there  was  no  reason 
why  Tien-Tsin,  New  Chwang,  Shanghai,  Ningpo,  Foochow,and  every  open  port  should 
not  be  closed.  This,  Mr.  Young,  submitted,  involved  an  assumption  of  authority  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinesn  that  could  find  no  warrant  in  the  treaties. 

Fonrtb.  That  regarding  the  right  of  China,  as  a  proper  means  of  defense  af^ainst 
an  enemy  or  even  as  an  act  of  war,  to  blockade  her  narbors  aud  channels  by  artificial 
obstructions,  there  remained  the  stipulations  in  the  convention  signed  between  China 
and  the  United  States  in  1H44  aud  1858.  By  Article  XXVI  of  the  latter  treaty  it  waa 
expressly  declared  "  that  in  case,  at  any  time  hereafter,  China  shall  be  at  war  with 
any  foreign  nation  whatever,  and  shall  for  that  cause  exclude  such  nation  from  enter- 
ing her  ports,  still  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  not  the  less  continue  to  pur- 
sue their  commerce  in  freedom  and  security  and  to  transport  goods  to  and  from  the 
ports  of 'belligerent  powers,  full  respect  being  paid  to  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States."  To  this  were  added  certain  restrictions  preventing  our  ships  under  these 
circumstances  fmm  giving  aid  to  the  belligerents  against  Chiua. 

Fifth.  That  while  the  viceroy  was  doing  an  illegal  act,  aud,  according  to  friendly 
authorities,  an  act  of  questionable  advantage  to  the  defenses  of  Canton,  he  was  abid- 
ing to  the  cares  and  perplexities  of  the  Grovemment  by  creating  an  issue  which  could 
by  no  possibility  strengthen  Chinese  relations  with  frieudly  powers. 

The  ministers  said  that  '*  we  must  regard  what  was  done  in  Canton  as  the  act  of  a 
local  official  charged  with  the  defense  of  that  port,  that  he  was  entitled  to  defend  it 
in  his  own  way,  aud  that  if  the  yamdu  were  to  hamper  him  with  objections  and  in- 
structions, and  if  by  any  chance  there  resulted  mischief  to  Canton,  the  yam6u  and 
not  the  viceroy  would  be  answerable  to  the  Emperor  with  their  heads." 

Mr.  Young  answered  that  this  was  a  proposition  which  could  not  be  accepted  fbr  a 
moment.  Ttie  foreign  ministers  were  not  accredited  to  the  Canton  viceroy,  but  the 
Emperor  of  China,  aud  they  must  transact  their  business  with  the  ministers  of  His 
Majesty. 

The  uiinisters  then  replied  that  the  yam6n  were  willing  to  accept  the  responsibility 
of  the  viceroy's  acts  and  t<o  defend  them  upon  the  highest  grounds,  namely,  the  neces- 
sity of  self-protection.    China  was  now  attacked  by  a  foreign  power. 

'*  By  what  power f"  Mr.  Young  inquired. 

"France," 

*' If  you  are  at  war  with  France, "  Mr.  Young  answered,  **  why  not  give  the  powers 
notice,  so  that  our  Goveruments  can  act  accordingly?  But  I  do  not  know  that  yon 
are  at  war  with  France.    On  the  contrary,  I  am  bound  to  consider  the  relations  be- 
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iween  France  and  China  nnbroken,  especially  as  I  know  that  Prince  Kong  paid  his 
annnal  Yisit  of  courtesy  and  friendship  to  the  French  legation  a  few  days  ago,  and  I 
saw  the  French  flag  flying  over  the  French  legation  an  nonr  ago/' 

'*  Bat,'' said  thn  ministers,  with  some  warmth/ Hbe  world  knows,  the  diplomatie 
1x>dy  knows,  thatFracce  is  at  war  with  China.  Hanoi  has  been  taken,  Santoi  has  fallen ;. 
French  troops  are  fighting  Chinese  troops  in  Tonquin,  a  Chinese  dependency.  If  yon 
find  gronnd  for  complaint  in  the  measures  of  defense  at  Canton,  go  to  the  French  le- 
gation. " 

Mr.  Yonng  replied  that  he  was  not  accredited  to  the  French  legation,  but  to  the  ya- 
m^n.  He  wi^ed  their  excellencies  to  believe  that  he  did  not  come  in  a  complainioA 
mot)d,or  to  add  to  the  tronbles  of  the  yamdo.  The  propositions  he  had  presentea 
arose  ont  of  a  state  of  affairfl  for  which  the  Chinese  are  responsible,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain the  more  gravely  the  ministers  considered  them  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
interests  of  China. 

'*  But,"  said  Chang,  '*  we  have  had  no  complaint  from  the  British  minister,  none  from 
the  German  minister.  They  know  what  has  been  done  in  Canton,  and  both  miuistera 
consent. " 

"Imnst,"  said  Mr.Toung,  '^disturb  that  illusion.  These  events  at  Canton  have 
been  the  subject  of  earnest  conferences  between  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  Count  Tattenbach, 
and  myself,  and  I  am  speaking  with  a  full  knowled^  of  their  opinions.  It  was 
deemed  best  that  I  should  present  to  you,  in  the  friendliest  aod  at  the  same  time  the 
moat  earnest  way,  our  objection  to  an  unfortunate  and  unlawful  policy.  I  shall  not 
fail  to  communicate  to  Sir  Harry  Parkes  and  Count  Tattenbach  what  passes  in  this 
conference." 

Mr.  Young  then  repeated  the  case  as  presented  above,  and  again  read  the  telegrams 
detailin|i[  what  had  taken  place  at  Canton. 

The  ministers,  speaking  through  Chang,  then  went  into  an  elaborate  exposition  of 
the  Chinese  side.  In  the  first  place,  they  said,  we  must  recognize  it  as  a  friendly  act 
on  the  part  of  the  viceroy  to  notify  our  consuls.  He  had  made  no'such  notification  to 
the  French. 

Mr.  Young  interposed  by  saying  that  there  should  be  no  question  of  friendliness 
either  on  hisown  part  or  that  of  his  British  and  German  colleagues.  As  for  himself,  and 
he  knew  he  might  venture  to  say  as  much  for  his  colleagues,  they  could  not  approach 
China  in  a  friendlier  spirit  than  was  now  entertained. 

The  minister  Chang  continued  in  a  long  speech,  which  assumed  the  form  of  a  deolai- 
matioa,  interspersed  with  metaphors  and  invectives.  China  was  in  the  position  of 
a  house-owner,  a  host.  This  host  had  three  euests — England,  Germany,  and  America. 
They  were  living  in  happy  communion.  Suodenly  the  host,  China,  sees  a  robber  coma^ 
France.  This  robber  means  to  plunder  the  host,  take  his  life  perhaps ;  it  may  be,  in- 
jure his  gnests.  What  should  the  guests  dot  Plainly  combine  and  help  the  host 
tnrn  ont  the  robber.  That  they  will  not  do.  The  host  then  proposes  to  close  one  of 
the  doors  in  his  house,  Canton,  so  as  to  give  the  robber  one  less  chance  of  entrance. 
And  the  guests  now  wish  to  interfere,  oppose  their  host*s  plans  for  protecting  his  house 
and  liifi  friends,  and  say  that  the  host  snail  not  hunt  and  capture  the  robber. 

Mr.  Young  replied  that  the  illustration  was  interesting ;  but  it  failed  in  one  essen- 
tial point — China  had  not  declared  France  to  be  *'  a  robber. "  When  she  did,  the  guests 
would  do  what  the  laws  of  nations  commanded  as  just  alike  to  China  and  France. 

"Why,"  said  Chang,  '*do  not  neutral  powers  w|io  have  large  interests  in  Chio% 
and  whose  friendship  we  recognize  and  accept— why  will  not  England,  Russia,  Germany, 
and  America  unite  and  compel  the  French  to  behave  towards  China?  China  wants 
your  friendship,  wants  to  trade  with  yon,  wishes  you  no  harm  and  no  harm  to  France. 
Why  can  you  not  join  and  compel  France  to  cease  molesting  China  f  Give  us  a 
guarantee  that  yon  will  do  so  ana  there  will  be  no  obstructions. " 

Mr.  Yonng  replied  that  the  action  thus  proposed  was  of  too  grave  and  momentous  a 
character  to  be  discussed  by  any  but  the  rulers  of  the  nations  whose  officers  were  tho* 
invoked.  Of  course  any  anxieties  their  excellencies  might  entertain  as  to  the  safety 
of  China,  or  perils  threatening  her  peace  and  autonomy,  would  be  heard  with  sympathy 
by  friendly  powers.  But  a  request  like  this,  even  if  the  granting  of  it  were  fea-nible, 
could  not  but  be  regarded  as  an  admission  of  weakness  on  the  part  of  China.  It  waa 
virtually  placing  China  under  the  protectorate  of  the  powers  named,  and  Mr.  Young  did 
xiot  think  their  excellencies  craved  that  position.  These  powers,  each  and  all  of 
them,  bad  their  own  interests  to  regard,  interests  in  which  France  was  more  or 
less  involved.  They  were  all  friends,  some  allies,  of  France.  The  proposed  joints 
intervention  did  not  come  within  the  range  of  diplomatic  possibilities,  and  if  the 
ministers  Talned  Mr.  Young's  opinion  on  the  subject  it  would  be  this,  that  ChiuA 
in  making  such  an  appeal  was  practically  oftering  to  surrender  her  independence,  and 
to  admit  that  she  could  not  protect  her  Empire. 

"Again,"  said  Chang,  '^  what  we  are  doing  is  in  defense  of  your  commerce." 

Mr.  Young  said  he  did  not  quite  see  that ;  but  the  powers  concerned,  the  United 
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Sfcates  certainly,  coald  defend  their  own  commerce,  and  China  should  allow  no  anxi- 
ety of  that  kind  to  distarb  her  councils. 

"  You  do  not,"  said  Chan^, "  deny  China  the  right  to  defend  her  own  territory  V* 

"On  the  contrary,"  Mr. Toung  answered,* "I  appland  the  right." 
.   "Then  what  would  you  have  us  do  to  defend  our  country  f    Here  is  the  robber  com- 
ing, coming,  coming  [with  mnch  animation  of  gesture]  ;  we  want  to  keep  him  out,  we 
want  to  close  the  doors,  and  you  say  no !    What,  onder  the  same  circumstances,  would 
America  do  t " 

"  I  will  tell  your  excellency,"  Mr.  Toung  replied,  "what  America  would  do,  what 
America  hasdone.  We  should  build  forts,  arm  vessels  of  war,  cover  the  shores  of  our  har- 
bors with  batteries,  perfect  a  torpedo  system,  drill  soldiers,  plan  railways  and  canals 
for  transportation,  call  out  our  people,  give  them  arms,  and  if  the  enemy  came,  fight 
him.  But  we  shall  never,  especially  in  time  of  peace,  obstruct  our  natural  channels  of 
commerce,  given  by  Providence  for  the  good  or  mankind,  and  of  which  there  are  few 
enough  in  the  most  favored  countries.  This  we  should  not  do  in  times  of  peace,  and 
we  should  do  it  with  reluctance  and  only  as  an  extreme  necessity  in  time  of  war." 

"  But  America, "  said  Chang,  "  did  it  as  an  act  of  war. " 

"As  an  act  of  war,  yes,"  Mr.  Young  replied.  "We  did  it  as  an  act  of  war  against 
an  enemy  in  Charleston.  The  circumstances  there,  although  I  am  speaking  to  your 
excellency  from  recollection  and  may  not  be  accurate  in  minor  details,  were  these : 
The  United  States  was  at  war.  Her  belligerent  rights  were  recognized.  Blockade6 
were  maintained.  Fleets  and  armies  were  in  motion.  The  effect  of  the  war  was  to 
intiict  upon  the  people  of  other  nations  who  needed  our  products  for  manufactures,  ,i 
England  especially,  great  hardships.  These  hardships  were  accepted,  as  an  incident 
of  war,  without  a  protest.  We  sank  ships  laden  with  stooes  in  the  channels  leading 
to  Charleston.  This  we  did  as  an  act  of  war.  But  other  nations  protested  that  it 
was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  to  seal  up  permanently  a  harbor.  My  Govern- 
ment gave  an  assurance  that  the  obstructions  would  be  removed  when  the  war  ended, 
and  this  was  done. " 

"China  will  do  the  same,"  replied  Chang. 

"But  your  excellency,"  said  Mr.  Young,  "must  excuse  me  if  I  again,  with  some 
emphasis,  call  your  attention  to  the  divergent  circumstances.  What  we  did  as  an  act 
of  war,  and  not  without  protest  from  friendly  nations,  you  are  doing  as  an  act  of  peace. 
Even  as  a  war  measure  some  of  the  neutral  nations  might  proteet,  as  they  did  against 
the  United  States.  We  certainly  should  have  the  right  to  do  so  under  the  twenty -sixth 
article  of  the  Tien-Tsin  treaty.  If  other  up  '  ions  have  not  that  same  rigl^t  in  their  con- 
ventions, the  favored-nation*  clause  gives  it  to  them.  As  a  consequence,  even  if  war 
were  declared,  and  we  entered  upon  our  duties  as  neutrals  dealing  with  belligerent 
powers,  the  question  would  still  be  open.  Undoubtedly  China  in  a  state  of  war  would 
receive  from  toreign  friendly  powers  every  consideration  as  to  the  means  she  deemed  • 
necessary  for  self-defense.  But  supposing  the  waiving  of  this  article  was  the  result 
of  the  forbearance  of  friendly  powers;  supposing  obstructing  your  rivers  was  re- 
graded  as  within  your  rights,  despite  this  treaty ;  you  then  might  do  against  an  enemy, 
and  not  without  a  protest,  what  you  are  doing  now  against  friends." 

"  But  how  can  you  call  the  capture  of  Hanoi  peace  7"  asked  Chang. 

"  You  have  not  declared  war,"  said  Mr.  Young,  "and  how  can  we  regard  it  other- 
wise than  as  an  act  that  does  not  concern  you  f  You  have  remanded  the  whole  busi- 
ness to  diplomacy ;  the  Chinese  minister  is  in  Paris,  the  French  minister  is  in  Peking. 
If  you  are  at  war,  say  so,  and  I  will  so  inform  my  Government." 

"We  have,"  said  Chang,  "  po  evil  intention  to  any  country  but  France." 

"Why,  then,  to  annoy  France,"  Mr.  Young  asked,  "do  you  an  act  of  questionable 
value  to  China,  of  little  moment  to  France,  and  which  compels  remonstrance  firom 
friendly  powers  ?  " 

"There  is  no  ground  for  irritation,"  was  the  reply.  "  We  only  block  one  channel 
partly,  the  other  not  at  all." 

"Our  information,"  said  Mr.  Young,  "does  not  sustain  that  view.  Here  are  tele- 
grams from  three  consuls.  They  agree  on  one  point,  namely,  that  there  is  obstruction. 
Laying  that  aside,  however,  without  asking  wnether  the  obstruction  is  small  or  great, 
we  must  come  aeain  to  the  essential  point.  If  China  can  in  a  time  of  peace  obstract 
one  channel  without  even  communicating  her  reasons  for  so  doing  to  the  foreign 
powers,  why  may  she  not  do  the  same  to  every  port  in  China  f  His  excellency  mnst 
oertaiuly  see  that  to  allow  this  right  to  go  unchallenged  is  to  place  every  foreign  in- 
terest in  China  at  the  mercy  of  any  viceroy.  You  obstruct  Canton  to-day;  why  maj 
not  the  viceroy  Tsao  obstruct  Shanghai  next  day,  and  the  viceroy  Li,  Tien-Tsin  the 
day  following.  Millions,  many  millions,  of  foreign  property  in  China,  under  the  safb- 
guard  of  treaties,  would  by  such  acts  shrivel  up  in  a  oay."  Mr.  Young  was  not  dia- 
ciiK.<(ing  such  extreme  acts  as  a  probability,  but  it  was  a  possibility,  and  diplomacy 
could  not  overlook  what  was  possible  in  a  matter  so  important.  It  was  in  assnming 
this  most  untenable  prerogative  that  .China  seemed  to  have  made  her  gravest  blun- 
der. 
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"Soppoee,"  replied  Cliang,  "  that  your  Govertiment,  with  the  governments  of  En- 

Sland,  Germany,  and  Rnssia.  were  to  guarantee  that  France  would  not  rush  in  end- 
en]y  and  take  Canton,  or  that  France  would  not  make  war  without  due  notice,  so 
as  to  give  ub  time  to  prepare ;  we  could  then  give  jrou  the  aesuranoee  you  wish.  What 
is  the  use  of  your  being  friendly,  and  of  our  seeming  fHendship  in  England  and  Ger- 
many, if  your  friendship  counts  for  nothing  in  this  hour  of  trial  f" 

Mr.  Young  said  that  he  could  not  enter  upon  these  questions,  however  much  he 
micht  regard  them  as  worthy  of  sympathy.  His  excellency  made  the  mistake  of  sup- 
posing that  the  friendly  interest  of  one  power  in  another  meant  an  obligation  to  fight 
its  battles.  That  rule  did  not  prevail  in  private  life,  much  lees  was  it  a  principle  of 
international  law.  Contingencies  might  arise,  as  one  Qf  the  consequences  of  war, 
wherein  the  neutral  powers  might  come  to  the  aid  of  China,  as  they  came  to  the  aid 
of  Turkey  after  her  war  with  Kussia,  compelling  Russia  to  revise  the  treaty  of  San 
Stefano.  The  friendly  neutral  powers  would  serve  jChina  so  far  as  it  served  their 
own  interests.  This  might  seem  a  cold  and  selfish  declaration,  but  Governments 
could  not  exist  npon  any  other  footing.  It  would  naturally  follow,  therefore,  that 
the  true  policy  or  the  yamdn  would  be  in  no  way  to  alienate  friendly  powers.  If  the 
pressure  of  France  upon  China  were  to  injure  the  interests  of  the  maritime  powers,  they 
would  act  without  any  suggestion  from  China.  There  could  be  no  greater  folly  than  to 
take  a  course  which  made  such  action  impossible,  and  this  would  certainly  be  the  ease 
were  the  yamdn  to  follow  the  policy  of  the  Canton  viceroy. 

**  But,"  replied  Chang,  **here  are  the  French  vessels  in  Chinese  waters,  surveying, 
spying,  and  why  don't  tney  go  away  f  The  French  are  to  blame  for  it  all.  We  claim 
the  right  to  close  our  ports,  to  defend  our  country ;  and  if  the  foreigners  complain, 
we  can  only  answer.  Go  ask  the  French !  Take  the  French  away !  The  French  are 
troubling  trade ;  go  take  them  away !  It  is  a  matter  between  you  and  France ;  don't 
tronbla  us!    We  mean  to  defend  our  country  I*' 

Mr.  Young  answered  that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  these  opinions.  They  could  not 
oome  to  good,  and  he  was  sure  when  he  made  these  sentiments  known  to  his  English 
and  German  colleagues  they  would  share  his  regret.  It  showed  a  timid  and  unjust 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  yam^n,  one  that  would  not  strengthen  China  in  the  eyes  ot 
loreign  nations.  If  China  were  a  great  Empire  she  could  take  care  of  herself  without 
doing  wrong  to  neutral  powers.  On  the  contrary,  this  policy  of  entreaty,  invective, 
and  deprecation  conld  only  be  regarded  as  weakness.  The  yamdn  called  France  an 
enemy.  Well,  let  that  be  granted ;  was  that  any  reason  why  other  nations  should  be 
treated  as  enemies,  why  the  American  minister  should  corae  to-day  to  protest  against 
an  act  which  his  excellency  does  not  deny  is  an  invasion  of  the  treaties  and  an  in- 
fraction of  international  law  f 

**  As  soon  as  we  have  peace,"  said  Chan^,  **  all  will  be  righf 
.     **But  is  there  wart"  Mr.  Young  inquired.    **Will  your  excellency  write  me  an 
official  note  saying  that  what  you  have  done  is  an  act  of  war,  and  will  be  undone 
when  peace  is  proclaimed  f    Or  will  yon  authorize  me  to  say  to  Sir  Harry  Parkes  and 
Count  Tattenbach  that  China  is  at  warf  " 

The  ministers  made  no  answer.  Mr.  Young  again  pressed  them,  and  especially  upon 
the  p^int  that  the  right  to  blockade  one  river  meant  to  blockade  all. 

"  We  have  not  done  so,"  was  the  reply.  '^  You  have  it  in  your  power  to  end  all  this. 
Take  the  French  away  from  Tonquin  or  give  us  an  assurance  that  they  will  not 
blockade  or  bum  our  ports." 

Bir.  Young  said  that  he  was  much  afraid  that  the  subject  was  one  upon  which  there 
conld  be  no  further  conversation.  He  was  sorry  to  have  so  unsatisfactory  a  report  to 
make  to  his  colleagues.  He  must  now  ask  Prince  Kun^  to  address  a  note  to  the  dip- 
lomatic body  or  to  the  American  legation  explaining  his  reasons  for  this  action.  He 
would  like  to  have  these  reasons  in  an  ofiicial  form,  in  order  that  he  might  give  offi- 
cially the  objections  he  had  presented  in  this  conversation. 

The  ministers  said  at  first  that  they  would  send  the  note.  After  some  conference, 
it  occurred  to  them  that  any  note  to  the  diplomatic  body  would  of  necessity  include 
France,  and  thev  wished  to  conceal  their  purposes  from  France.  They  would,  there- 
fore, confine  their  statements  to  verbal  communications  with  myself  and  certain  of  my 
ooUeagnes. 

Mr.  Young  replied  that  it  was  a  matter  of  minor  consequence,  and  he  did  not  wish 
to  intrude  upon  any  reserve  the  yam6n  thought  necessary  to  use  towards  the  French 
legation.  He  must,  however,  ask  their  excellencies  to  take  a  formal  note  of  the 
fact  that  the  American  legation  protested  against  the  act  of  the  Canton  vicerov  as 
an  express  violation  of  treaties  and  as  the  establishment  of  a  precedent  which  might 
at  any  time  be  fatal  to  foreign  intercourse  with  China. 

The  ministers,  with  ener^,  claimed  their  right  as  Chinese  to  defend  their  country, 
a  rjght  superior  to  international  law. 

The  discussion  was  protracted,  lasting  over  two  hours.  All  the  points  that  are  em- 
braced in  this  report  were  gone  over  again  and  again,  sometimes  with  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  ministers,  but  in  the  end  the  tone  became  friendly  and  in  a  certain  degree 
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pathetio.  The  ministers  dwelt  repeatedly  apon  ''  the  peaoeful  disposition  of  China," 
upon  *'  French  ag/rressions/'  upon  **  the  duty  of  foreign  friendly  powers  to  show  their 
regard  for  China  ny  an  active  interference/'  and  that  upon  no  nation  did  this  dutj 
devolve  more  strongly  than  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  China  trade 
had  made  these  /Hendly  powers  rich,  and  now  why  shonld  China  be  abandoned,  and 
not  only  abandoned,  but,  when  China  proposed  to  defend  herself,  be  assailed  by 
friendly  powers  f 

It  was  difficult  to  enter  upon  these  arguments,  or,  at  the  same  time,  to  refrain  from 
doing  so.  I  said,  however,  that  if  their  excellencies  wished  to  seek  a  reason  for  their 
helplessness  in  presence  of  a  supposed  foreign  enemy,  it  would  be  found,  perhaps,  la 
the  failure  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  avail  itself  of  those  agencies  which  aro 
so  highly  developed  in  our  western  civilization,  and  upon  which  western  nations 
depend  for  development  and  self-protection.  There  was  no  time  to  enter  upon  that, 
however,  and  Mr.  Young  merel^c  advanced  the  suggestion  as  a  reply  to  any  reproach 
that  could  be  visited  upon  the  neutral  powers  for  their  apparent  apathy  and  indiffer- 
ence. We  could  not  change  the  laws  of  nations  or  the  relations  between  nations  to 
meet  an  emergency  in  the  affairs  of  China  for  which  we  were  not  responsible.  And 
if,  as  I  sometimes  fancied,  the  diplomatic  policy  of  the  yamdn  was  to  put  some  stress 
upon  the  neutral  powers,  in  the  hope  of  awakening  alarm  as  to  the  probable  effect  war 
might  have  npon  their  trade,  io  the  hope  that  from  that  alarm  intervention  might 
come,  I  could  imagine  no  more  useless  proceeding. 

The  ministers  asked  Mr.  Young  if  he  would  present  their  views  to  his  British  and 
German  colleagues,  and  trusted  he  would  impress  upon  Sir  Harry  Parkes  and  Count 
Tatienbach  the  fact  that  what  they  had  done  in  Canton  was  in  no  sense  unfriendly. 
They  wished  veiy  much  to  retain  the  friendly  regard  of  those  ministers,  and  hoped 
Mr.  Young  would  so  present  their  case  as  to  strengthen  their  friendship. 

Mr.  Young  said  this  was  hardly  necessary.  He  Icnew  of  no  two  ministers  who  had 
friendlier  feelings  toward  China  than  his  colleagues.  Mr.  Young  would  report  to 
them  what  had  taken  place,  and  as  his  report  would  be  discouraging  and  unsatis- 
factory, their  excellencies  would  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  representa- 
tives of  Great  Britain  and  Germany  in  person.  Mr.  Young  bronght  the  interview  to 
an  end  by  saying  that  he  would  telegraph  the  substance  of  what  had  been  done  to 
his  Government,  and  await  instructions  before  venturing  further  observations. 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inclosiire  S  in  No.  860.] 

Memorandum  of  interview. 

January  15,  1884. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes,  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Hillier  and  Everard,  called  by  appoint- 
ment at  the  yamftn,  and  was  received  by  the  ministers  Ch'en,  Wn,  and  Chang. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  explained  to  their  excellencies  that,  as  he  had  mentioned  in  his  let- 
ter asking  for  an  interview,  Mr.  Young,  the  United  States  minister,  bad  informed  him 
of  what  had  passed  at  his  visit  t<>  the  yam^n  on  the  previous  day,  and  in  consequence 
of  their  excellencies'  remarks  on  that  occasion  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  and  clearly 
explaiu  to  them  on  his  part  that  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of  a  treaty  port  in 
time  of  peace  the  Chinese  Government  were  taking  a  step  which  was  illegal,  un- 
necessary, and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  friendly  powers. 

Chaug-ta-j^n,  who  was  the  chief  speaker  throughout  the  interview,  s'vid  that  he 
had  hoped  that  the  explanations  given  to  Mr.  Hillier  when  he  called  at  the  ^amdn 
on  the  I2th  instant,  together  with  their  conversation  of  the  previous  day  with  Mr, 
Young,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  placed  Sir  Harry  Parkes  in  full  possession 
of  the  views  of  the  yam^n  upon  this  subject  Before  proceeding  to  any  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  he  would  like  to  ask  Sir  Harry  Parkes  whether  the  object  of 
his  present  visit  was  to  obtain  further  information  or  to  find  fault. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  replied  that  he  had  come  to  tell  the  ministers  that  the  step  taken 
by  thH  viceroy  at  Canton  was  illegal  in  itself,  was  useless  as  a  defensive  measure,  and 
was  injurious  to  British  and  foreign  interests  generally.  It  was  illegal  because  no 
country  had  a  right  to  close  her  ports  except  in  case  of  war,  it  was  useless  because 
it  was  a  most  imperfect  means  of  defense,  and  it  was  injurious  because  one  port  had 
been  completely  closed  and  the  access  to  another  had  been  considerably  obstructed. 

Chang-ta-jdn  rejoined  that  it  could  not  be  illegal  for  China  to  take  measures  for 
her  own  safety.  In  the  face  of  all  that  had  occurred  it  was  iucumbent  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  preparations  for  threatened  aggression  by  the  French,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  that  Franoe  was  not  at  war  with  China,  though  no  formal  declaration  of 
war  had  been  made.  t)hina  herself  was  loath  to  declare  war,  for  she  was  not  prepared 
to  assume  the  offensive  against  Franoe,  and  it  was  to  be  assumed  that  it  was  not  the 
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wialk  of  neatral  powers  tbat  she  shonld  do  so ;  bat  the  action  of  the  latter  in  Tonqain 
and  their  intention  to  seize  Hainan,  Formosa,  Chasan,  and  other  places  in  China,  as 
telegraphed  by  the  Marqnis  THdns  and  communicated  from  other  sonrces,  were  snffi- 
cient  to  josti^  the  assumption  that  France  intended  to  make  war  on  China.  The 
previoos  conduct  of  France  did  not  entitle  her  to  bein^  crediteil  with  respect  for  in* 
tematioual  law,  and  it  was  always  possible  that  she  might  make  a  sadden  descent 
upon  Canton.  It  was  to  guard  against  such  a  i lescent  that  the  precautions  complained 
of  had  been  taken  by.  the  viceroy  of  the  two  Kwan^  provinces. 

As  regarded  the  legality  of  the  measure,  the  yamdn  maintained  that  as  trade  was 
not  obstructed,  but  only  slightly  impeded,  the  Chinese  Government  could  not  be  ac- 
cused of  blocking  the  ports.  The  Wbarapoa  Channel  was  required  for  torpedo  prac- 
tice, and  the  Chinese  Government  was  justifted  in  barriu};  it  to  foreign  ships  on  this 
groand  alone.  Apart  from  this  consideration,  the  viceroy  at  Canton  was  in  supreme 
command,  and  the  yam^n  could  not  interfere  with  any  arraugements  he  might  see  fit 
to  make  as  a  protection  against  invasion.  The  powers  of  a  military  commander-in- 
ehief  in  China  were  necessarily  large,  as  h*)  might  have  to  answer  with  his  life  for 
any  error  of  judgment  or  tactics.  Sir  Harry  Parkes  would  readily  perceive  that  if  the 
yam^n  were  to  interfere  with  his  arrangements,  the  viceroy  foight,  reasonably  or  not, 
attribute  his  failure  to  their  interference.  They  could  not,  therefore,  take  upon  them- 
•sWes  to  fetter  his  action  so  long  as  he  did  not  infringe  the  treaties,  which  they  con- 
sidered he  had  not  done. 

As  regarded  the  injury  done  to  foreign  interests,  while  they  maintained  that  this 
was  not  at  present  grave,  the  ministers  considered  that  the  Chinese  Government  was 
entitled  to  some  consideration.  The  subjects  of  friendly  powers  in  China  might 
justly  be  expected  to  share  in  her  fortunes  and  reverses,  and  it  was  si  ply  out.  of 
consideration  for  foreign  interests  that  access  to  Canton  had  not  been  entirely  shut  ofif. 
Sir  Harry  Parkes  considered  that  the  yamdn  were  bound  to  interfere  precisely  because 
the  viceroy  was  infringing  the  treaties — he  did  not  say  int'CUtionally,  but  from  a 
mistaken  view  of  his  duty — and  it  was  to  the  central  Government  that  the  British 
Government  must  look  for  a  rectification  of  the  mistake.  Torpedo  practice  could  not 
be  assigned  as  a  justification  of  the  measure,  as  that  practice  could  be  carried  on 
elsewhere  without  injury  to  foreign  interests.  He  was  fully  alive  to  the  difficulty 
that  the  Chinese  Government  was  placed  in,  but  he  was  bound  to  point  out  to  them 
that  their  difficulties  would  be  increased  by  persistence  in  a  course  which  was  useless 
as  well  as  injurious.  The  blocking  of  rivers  was  an  obsolete  measure  in  modem 
warfare.  The  main  defenses  of  the  Canton  River  were  practically  those  at  the  entrance 
at  the  Bogue.  and  it  was  there  that  precautions  ought  to  be  taken.  If  defenses  were 
required  within  the  course  of  the  river  between  the  Bogue  and  Canton,  these  need  not 
involve  the  obstruction  of  that  limited  portion  of  it  which  formed  the  port  of  Whauipoa. 
A  point  two  or  three  miles  above  the  one  chosen  by  the  viceroy  would  have  been 
as  effective  for  defense  and  would  have  left  the  port  free.  The  ministers  must  be 
aware  of  the  friendly  intentions  by  which  the  British  Government  were  actuated, 
•entiments  which,  he  might  add,  were  shared  by  Germany  and  the  United  States,  but 
he  conld  assure  them  that  it  the  Chinese  Government  persisted  in  inflicting  avoida- 
ble injury  on  foreign  interests,  the  sympathy  of  neutral  powers  in  this  unfortunate 
difference  would  be  alienated  from  China  and  proportionately  transferred  to  her 
opponent. 

Chang- ta-j6n  having  asked  whether  he  understood  Sir  Harry  Parkes  to  say  that  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  channel  at  the  Bogue  forts  being  blocked,  his  excellency 
was  told  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  block  that  or  any  other  channel  open  to 
foreign  navigation  unless  war  were  actually  declared.  The  blocking  of  a  port  was  a 
destmetive,  not  a  defensive  measure.  The  passage  of  the  Bogue  or  any  other  passage 
coold  be  closed  by  torpedoes  in  a  few  hours,  but  all  passages  open  to  international 
commerce  should  certainly  be  left  open  until  a  state  of  war  had  been  proclaimed,  and 
BO  nation  could  assume  the  offensive  previous  to  a  formal  declaration  of  war. 

This,  said  Chang-ta-jdn,  was  the  very  point  he  wished  to  arrive  at.  If  China  could 
be  certain  that  France  would  be  guided  by  the  laws  of  war  in  her  future  action,  and 
in  authoritative  assurance  could  be  obtained  from  any  quarter  that  France  would 
not  attack  without  due  notice,  Chang-ta-j6n  would  promise,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
that  the  obstmction  at  Canton  should  be  rentoved. 

^  Harry  Parkes  having  observed  that  the  minister  could  not  expect  to  receive  such 
m  assnranoe  from  himself,  went  on  to  say  that  in  pressing  his  contention  he  was  in- 
I     tneaced  by  the  consideration  that  there  was  a  grave  principle  involved.    What  was 
i      done  at  one  port  might  be  done  at  others,  and  thus  the  large  commercial  interests  of 
Grett  Britain  and  other  neutral  powers  in  China  might  at  any  moment  be  jeopar- 
ded. 

Cbaag-ta-J6n  rejoined  that  the  neutral  powers  ought  to  address  themselves  to  France, 
vboFM  Teaponmble  for  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  they  were  or  might  be  pat, 
ild^rshoold  bring  their  influence  to  bear  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  question 
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at  iBsue.     His  excellency  knew,  he  said,  of  the  existence  of  a  secret  compact  between 
the  neutral  powers  to  protect  the  treaty  ports  in  case  of  war. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  was  ij^orant  of  any  such  compact  as  that  referred  to  by  Chang-ta- 
J6n.  The  only  compact  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  was  an  understanding  between 
four  powers  to  co-operate  in  the  protection  of  their  respectiye  snbjects  and  citizens 
at  the  treaty  ports — protection,  it  should  be  observed,  against  aggressive  acts  on  the' 
part  of  the  Chinese  populace,  not  against  the  action  of  a  belligerent.  The  ministers 
might  be  satisfied  tnat  as  soon  as  franco  took  any  illegal  step  which  was  prejudicial 
to  British  interests  a  protest  would  be  at  once  made.  So  far  no  such  action  had  becm 
taken  by  France ;  and  in  any  case  such  a  protest  would  be  addressed  to  the  French 
Government  direct,  just  as  Sir  Harry  Parkes's  present  protest  had  been  made  direct  to 
the  Chinese  Government. 

Chan^-ta-jdn  had  referred  to  the  influence  that  the  British  Government  could  bring 
to  bear  in  inducing  the  French  to  come  to  some  understanding  about  the  question  at 
issue.  The  ministers  of  the  yamdn  must  surely  remember  that  they  had  distinctly 
declined  to  accept  the  good  offices  of  the  British  Government  when  these  were  offered 
to  them  four  months  ago,  a  fact  which  Sir  Harry  Parkes  greatly  re^tted  at  the  time. 

The  ministers  at  first  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  such  offer  having  been  made,  and 
declared  that  the  Marquis  Ts^ng  had  never  reported  the  particulars  of  his  visit  to 
Lord  Granville  and  the  conversations  that  had  taken  place  at  Walmer  Castle  with 
reference  to  Tonquin  affairs,  but  they  eventually  receded  from  this  position  and  said 
that  Chang-ta-j6n'8  reference  to  the  influence  of  the  British  Government  was  not  meant 
to  imply  mediatory  action,  but  a  recommendation  to  f^nce  to  abandon  the  untenable 
position  she  had  assumed. 

The  conversation  above  reported  was  continued  «for  over  two  hours,  the  Chinese 
ministers  repeating  again  and  again  that  they  were  justified  in  taking  the  step  which 
was  complained  of  and  meeting  Sir  Harry  Parkes's  reiterated  protest  with  a  denial  of 
the  justice  of  his  arguments. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  finally  informed  their  excellencies  that,  having  said  all  that  there 
was  to  be  said  on  the  subject,  he  must  beg  them  to  make  a  note  of  his  formiil  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  viceroy  at  Canton,  and  to  remember  that  this  protest  had 
been  made  if  that  action  should  entail  the  serious  complications  he  apprehended.  He 
should  consider  it  his  duty  to  report  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  telegraph,  that 
one  approach  to  Canton  had  been  completely  blocked,  another  partially  so,  and  that 
the  anchorage  at  Whampoa  had  been  closed  to  foreign  vessels ;  that  this  measure 
was  not  onlv  seriously  detrimental  to  mercantile  interests,  but  that  it  was  also  use- 
less as  a  detensive  precaution  and  was  unjustifiable  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Chan^-ta-idn  replied  that  the  yam^n  would  also  tele^aph  to  the  Marquis  Ts^ng 
instructing  him  to  lay  the  state  of  the  case  before  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs.  His  excellency  produced  a  telegram  from  the  viceroy  at  Canton  to 
show  that  the  latter  had  already  informed  the  Marquis  Tsfing  by  telegraph  of  the  ac- 
tion it  was  proposed  to  take,  and  he  asked  Sir  Harry  Parkes  to  add  to  his  telegram  the 
answer  of  the  yam^n  to  his  objections.  This  answer  was  in  sum  that  one  channel  of 
the  Canton  River  was  blocked  as  a  precaution  against  the  enemy,  one  channel  was 
left  open  for  purposes  of  trade.  France  was  on  the  verge  of  making  war  on  China, 
as  was  proved  by  the  reports  telegraphed  by  the  Marquis  Ts^ng  to  the  effect  that  the 
French  proposed  to  seize  Hainan,  make  a  descent  on  Kwangtung  (Canton),  and  take 
possession  of  Formosa,  Chusan,  and  other  places. 

Sir  Harry  Parkes  asked  on  what  authority  the  Marquis  Ts^ng  hnd  reported  these 
alleged  intentions.  He  (Sir  Harry  Parkes)  had  seen  rumors  to  this  effect  in  the 
newspapers,  but  he  thought  that  these  reports  should  not  be  accepted  as  fact  on  the 
authority  of  newspaper  statements  alone. 

The  ministers  replied  that  the  Marquis  Tsdn^  might  have  been  influenced  by  what 
he  had  seen  in  the  French  press,  but,  taking  his  reports  in  connection  with  what  they 
had  heard  from  other  sources,  the  ministers  considered  there  was  some  foundation 
for  the  intentions  attributed  to  the  French.  Of  course  Sir  Harry  Parkes  would  regard 
this  information  as  confidential. 

After  some  further  discussion  Sir  Harry  Parkes  assented  to  add  the  substance  of  the 
reply  of  the  yamdn  to  his  telegram,  but  urged  that  the  ministers  should  fully  explain 
the  grounds  of  their  action  in  their  instructions  to  the  Marquis  Ts^ng,  for  communi- 
cation to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  warned  their  excellencies  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  would  not  regard  their  action  in  this  matter  as 
satisfactory,  and  the  ministers  must  kindly  remember  that  he  had  been  guided  by  a 
most  friendly  n>iritin  advising  them  to  abandon  a  line  of  action  which  was  calculated 
to  be  of  no  service  to  themselves,  and  which,  as  he  believed,  would  add  considerably  to 
their  embarrassments. 
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[InolMnre  3  in  No.  850.] 

German  Lboation, 
Pekifig,  January  16,  1884. 

The  imperial  charji:^  d'affairte  paid  a  visit  to  the  tsung-li  yam6n  tcMlay,  aecom- 
'panied  by  Mr.  Arendi,  interpreter  to  the  legation,  and  found  there  present  the  min- 
isters Chen-lan-pin,  Wn-ting-^n,  and  Chang-pei-lnn.  He  informed  the  ministers  that, 
aeeording  to  news  which  had  reached  him  irom  the  German  consulate  at  Canton,  the 
ffovemor-general  there  had  ordered  the  closing  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  riyer 
leading  to  Canton,  whereby  the  sailing-ship  anchorage  at  Whampoa  will  be  entirely 
cat  off  from  communications.  He  held  tnat  the  goyemor-general  was  not  legally 
authorized  to  close  a  port  which  was  open  by  treaty.  He  therefore  found  himseUf 
obliged  to  protest  against  this  measure,  and  to  intimate  that  the  Chinese  Govem- 
ment  would  be  held  responsible  for  any  injury  which  might  thereby  accrue  to  Ger- 
man aabjects. 

Cbanff-pei-lun  replied  that,  according  to  the  view  of  the  Chinese  Government,  the 
responaibility  for  the  effects  of  the  step  which  the  viceroy  had  notified,  a  step  wnicb 
was  certainly  unusual  in  time  of  peace,  attached  not  to  China,  but  rather  to  France, 
which  had,  without  declaring  war,  committed,  and  was  continuing  to  commit,  a 
number  of  acts  against  China  which  were  hostile  and  only  admissible  in  time  of  war. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  roust  at  least  be  allowed  to  the  latter  power  to  defend 
herself  against  further  attacks  on  the  part  of  France,  and  to  take  at  once  the  pre- 
cautionary measures  which  were  imperatively  necessary,  for  who  could  tell  whether 
France  might  not  suddenly  make  an  attack  upon  Canton,  even  without  a  declaration 
of  war  r  Moreover,  continued  the  minister,  the  proposed  measure  would  not  hinder 
navigation,  or  would  only  do  so  to  an  insignificant  degree  ;  it  would  be  only  transi- 
tory, and  could,  in  fact,  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  perhaps  the  temporary 
closing  of  a  street  in  need  of  repairs,  which  also  momentarily  caused  slight  incon- 
venience. The  minister  then  laid  before  the  imperial  ohargd  d'affaires  a  copy  of  the 
telegram  which  he  said  the  yamdn  had  received  from  the  viceroy  of  Canton  with 
reference  to  the  measures  in  question. 

The  minister  pointed  out  that,  according  to  this  telegram,  obstmetion  to  navigation 
did  not  appear  to  exist.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  might,  precautionary  measures  were 
demanded  for  Canton  much  more  urgently  than  elsewhere— on  the  one  nand,  because 
of  the  neighborhood  of  the  coast  of  Annam,  whence  the  French  fieet  could  reach 
Canton  in  a  few  days,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  in  view  of  the  question  which  was 
openly  debated  in  the  French  press  as  to  the  advisability  of  occupying  Chinese 
territory,  for  example,  the  island  of  Hainan,  as  a  guarantee  for  a  war  indemnity  to 
be  paid  by  China. 

The  imperial  charge  d'affaires  replied  that  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  con^ 
test  the  right  of  China  to  take  those  measures  which  seemed  necessary  for  the  defense 
of  her  frontiers  from  a  possible  hostile  attack.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  de- 
fense of  Canton  especially  could  be  sufficiently  prepared  by  other  means,  without  its 
being  necessary  to  interrupt  navigation.  The  Chinese  Government  must  perceive  that 
by  interrupting  navigation  at  Canton  in  time  of  peace  and  without  necessity  they 
might  easily  oSend  the  neutral  powers,  the  more  so  that  the  treaty  powers  would  not 
be  able  to  aivest  themselves  of  the  apprehension  that  as  Canton  was  closed  to-day,  so 
to-morrow  other  ports  more  important  to  commerce  would  be  closed  without  sufficient 
reason.  He  therefore  beggea  the  ministers  to  send  instructions  to  the  viceroy  of 
Canton  to  make  the  measures  for  military  defense  accord  With  the  Just  claims  which 
the  treaty  powers  were  entitled  to  make  with  reference  to  the  non-obstruction  of 
trade  and  navigation. 

Chang-pei-lun  replied  that  as  the  viceroy  was  answerable  for  the  defense  of  Can- 
ton, the  tsung-li  yamdn  could  not  give  him  any  directions  without  burdening  them- 
selves with  a  responsibility  which  could  not  be  incurred  without  the  gravest  hesita- 
tion. He  would  candidly  avow  that  had  he  been  viceroy  of  Canton  he  would  have 
preferred  not  to  resort  to  the  measure  under  discassion.  The  tsung-li  yam£n  would 
indeed  agree  to  go  so  far  as  to  make  a  representation  to  the  viceroy  in  the  sense  that 
they  would  submit  to  his  consideration  whether  it  were  advis'ible  to  raise  up  three 
enemies,  in  addition  to  the  one  which  existed  already,  by  certain  measures,  afthough 
more  or  less  warrantable  under  the  circumstances.  But  the  yam^n  could  neither 
themselves  give  an  order  to  arrest  the  proposed  measures  nor  could  they  memorialize 
the  throne  with  a  view  to  obtaining  such  an  order,  for  in  case  Canton  were  really  ■ 
lost  the  yam6n  would  in  that  event  be  properly  chargeable  with  the  blame. 

With  regard  to  the  other  ports  besiclen  Canton,  he  would  give  an  assurance  that 
the  Chinese  €k>vemment  did  not  at  present  contemplate  closing  ^hem.    Should,  how- 


ever, similar  precaution  become  necessary  at  other  places,  every  imaginable  regard 

would  be  paid  to  the  interests  of  navigation  and  commerce.    The  uninterrupted  con- 

*'  '"'"■•'  ...  .    ""hina.  for  the  latter,  a« 

lese  nard  times,  of  the 
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tinuance  of  trade  was  in  fact  of  the  greatest  importance  to  China,  for  the  latter,  as 
he  would  frankly  confess,  was  more  than  ever  in  need,  in  these  hard  times,  of  the 
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datiea  paid  by  forei^  trade.  Should,  indeed,  added  the  minister,  the  neatnJ  powers 
be  willing  to  induce  France  to  declare  that  she  would  not  attack  the  Chinese  porta, 
China  would  not  hesitate  on  her  part  %  give  a  formal  declaration  binding  h^velf 
not  to  obstruct  trade  and  navigation  in  any  of  the  open  ports. 

The  iiuperial  charg^  d'aflaires  answered  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  discuss 
this  point,  upon  which  Chaug*pei-lun  remarked  that  his  suggestion  was  only  made 
in  jest. 

Chang-pei-lnn  then  continned  that  China  had  no  int.ention  of  declaring  war  against 
France.  If,  however,  China  were  prohibited  from  taking  the  necessary  precautions, 
she  might  be  driven  to  a  declaration  of  war.  It  was,  indeed,  useless  to  think  of  coming 
to  an  amicable  understanding  with  France  so  long  as  the  latter  did  not  put  a  stop  to 
her  hostile  action  in  Tonqnin. 

Chang-pei  lun  then  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  conversation  by  thanking  the  imperial 
charg6  (Vaffaires,  in  the  name  of  his  colleagues,  for  his  friendly  attitude,  but  at  the  same 
time  gave  expression  to  his  concern  that  Sir  Harry  Parkes  appeared  to  consider  the  af- 
fair from  a  harsher  point  of  view  than  the  imperial  chargd  d'affaires  or  the  Americao 
minister.  The  telegram  which  Sir  Harry  Parkas  had  intended  sending  to  his  Govern- 
ment was  very  strongly  worded  and  had  contained,  among  other  things,  the  expression 
that  the  Chinese  Government  had  closed  tLe  port,  of  Canton  without  reason,  when  war 
dill  not  exist.  The  yaro^n  has  requested  Sir  Harry  Parkes  rather  to  express  it  that  the 
Chinese  Government,  in  a  moment  when  war  might  at  any  moment  break  out,  had 
found  itself  obliged,  &c.  The  dispatch  of  any  telegram  at  all  by  Sir  Harry  Parkes 
on  this  question  was  indeed  highly  unsatisfactory  to  the  yam6n.  Perhaps  it  might 
even  be  yet  possible  to  induce  Sir  Harry  Parkes  to  renounce  his  intention  of  sending  the 
telegram.  Would  it  not  be  feasible,  at  any  rate,  for  the  imperial  charge  d'affaires,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Youn^,  to  talk  it  over  with  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  and  endeavor  to  in- 
duce the  latter  to  take  a  milder  view  f  In  this  case  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  min- 
isters to  meet  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  Mr.  Youn^,  and  the  imperial  charg^  d'affaires  together, 
which  would  serve  the  purpose  of  removing  any  unsatisfactory  feeling  in  connection 
with  the  subject  under  couHideration. 

The  imperial  charge  d'affaires  expressed  his  willingness  to  commnnicate  the  sub- 
stance of  the  conversation  which  he  had  had  to-day  to  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  and  to  yer- 
bally  inform  the  yamdn  of  the  result  of  his  conference  with  the  British  minister. 


[Inolosare  4  in  No.  850.] 
Viceroy  Chang  to  Her  Maje$tjf'$  oontul. 

January  8,  lfcJ84. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  following  repreeen- 
taticm  fh>m  the  members  of  the  central  board  of  military  affairs  for  the  province  of 
Kwangtnng: 

"  We  have  respectfully  to  observe  that  two  defense  camps  having  now  been  estab- 
lished on  the  Canton  River  at  the  port  called  Pak  T'u  Kon^  [eastern  part  of  Dane's 
Inland  ],  means  must  be  found  of  effecting  free  communication  between  them  across 
the  river,  for  the  convenience  of  traffic.  Further,  a  torpedo  establishment  having 
been  set  up  at  Whampoa,  where  torpedo  practice  is  constantly  carried  on,  means 
should  also  be  taken  for  blocking  the  passage  of  the  river  at  this  point,  in  order  to 
prevent  injury  to  vessels  from  striking  against  the  tor[>e(ioes  on  their  passage  up  or 
down.  After  consultation  with  General  Wn,  commanding  the  Huai  force,  it  has  been 
proposed  to  construct  a  wooden  bridge  for  the  passage  of  the  troops  over  the  river 
between  a  point  near  the  west  ridge  of  Pak  T'u  Kong  and  Sha  Lu  [south  bank  of 
Dane's  Island  and  opposite  bank]. 

'*As,  however,  there  is  continuous  traffic  of  junks  at  this  point,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  foreign  steamers  entering  the  Canton  River  also  use  this  route,  it  is  proposed 
to  leave  a  passage  6  or  7  chang  in  width  (60  or  70  Chinese  feet)  in  the  middle  of  the 
bridffe,  where  the  water  is  deep,  for  the  convenience  of  such  vessels. 

<*  The  route  by  Whampoa  has  not  hitherto  been  employed  by  the  larger  foreign  ves- 
sels coming  up  or  going  down  the  river,  and  since  torpedo  practice  is  now  constantly 
going  on,  the  free  passage  of  the  river  there  cannot  but  be  barred,  in  order  to  prevent  ac- 
cidents to  the  shipping.  Accordingly,  after  consultation  with  Major  Huang  Ch'un  Yo, 
in  command  of  the  commiKsioned  junk  fleet,  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  river  from  Tt  Chu  (Louisa  Island;  and  T'ou  Sha  f  Flat  Island  No.  4) 
shall  be  completely  closed  and  access  barred  by  a  vessel  stMioned  on  the  spot,  and 
other  impediments,  with  a  view  to  preventingf  damage  being  done  to  vessels  by  the 
explosion  of  torpedoes. 

"The  various  communications  and  instructions  having  been  issued,  it  is  our  dnty  to 
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draw  np  a  representation  on  the  subject,  requesting  that  orders  may  be  given  that 
the  various  defense  corps  on  land  and  water  be  duly  informed,  and  also  that  com* 
mnnications  be  addressed  to  the  members  of  the  consular  body,  in  order  that  they 
may  notify  all  steamers  that  such  vessels  must,  when  ascending  the  river,  use  the 
Sha  Lu  route,  that  they  must  avoid  collision  with  the  wooden  bridge,  and  must  no 
k>nger  use  the  route  by  Tt  Chn  (Louisa  Island),  in  order  to  avoid  injury.^' 

Accordingly,  on  receipt  of  the  foregoing,  I  have  sent  out  the  necessary  communi- 
cations, and  have  now  the  honor  to  address  a  request  to  you  that  you  will  give  in- 
structions to  steamers  belonging  to  subjects  of  your' flag  to  conform  to  the  above.    * 
I  have,  &c., 


[Inolosure  5  in  No.  360.1 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Young. 

Peking,  January  25,  1884. 

His  imperial  highness  Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state,  herewith  makes  a 
eommunication. 

His  imperial  highness  Prince  Kung  and  the  ministers  of  the  yam6n  present  their 
compliments  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Young,  the  American  minister,  and  beg  to  make 
this  communication. 

His  imperial  highness  has  received  a  telegram  fVom  the  viceroy  of  the  two  Kwang 
provinces,  Chang-ta-j6n.  In  this  the  viceroy  informs  his  imperial  highness  that, 
r^arding  the  proposed  experiments  in  torpedo  warfare,  which  ft  is  proposed  to  prac- 
tice in  the  Canton  River,  so  long  as  there  were  no  actual  hostilities  there  would  be 
left  a  space  of  over  100  feet  for  the  convenience  of  vessels  entering  and  leaving  the 
port. 

The  vicerov  also  says  that  the  admirals  and  consuls  agree  that  the  proposed  ar- 
rangements for  torpedo  practice  do  not  affect  the  convenience  of  commerce. 

Cards  and  compliments. 


[Inolosure  0  in  Ko.  850.— Telegram  from  the  governor-geBeiaL] 
CANTON  OBSTRUCTION  OF  PORT. 

MinisUrs  of  ike  yamin  to  Sir  Harry  8,  Parkes, 

Semi-official,  No.  — .]  January  23,  1884. 

The  ministers  of  the  yamdn  present  their  compliments  to  Sir  Harry  Parkes,  and  have 
the  honor  to  inform  him  that  they  received  yesterday  a  telegram  from  Chang  taj6n, 
governor-general  of  the  two  Kwang  provinces,  informing  them,  with  reference  to  the 
tiMrpedo  practice,  that  while  nothing ooourred*  there  would  be  a  space  of  over  100  f«^t 
[leh]  for  the  convenience  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entering  and  leaving  [the 
portt  ].  Neither  the  commander-in-chief  [f  admiral  or  admirals]  nor  consul  [or  consuls] 
nad  inade  any  dissentient  remarks. 

There  was  really  not  the  slightest  injury  whatever  to  mercantile  interests. 

Usual  compliments. 


No.  39. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  387.]  Peking^  March  21,  1884.    (Eeceived  May  5.) 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  information,  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  legation  and  the  consul  at  Canton. 

*/.  e.,  no  tronhle  with  France. 

t  Of  Whampoa  f    Ministers  believe  Whampoa  is  meant ;  ^  *  sailing  vessels "  appears  to 
indicate  this. 
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It  is  a  gratification  to  know  that  the  cases  at  issue  have  been  a^josted 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  missionaries  whose  rights  had  been  in  periL 
I  could  not,  however,  refrain  from  expressing  the  shadow  of  a  regret 
that  the  setticment  did  not,  in  addition  to  the  money  payment,  carry 
with  it  a  guarantee  from  the  viceroy  that  efforts  would  be  made  to  deter 
the  lawless  people  from  further  outrages.  Such  a  guarantee  I  would 
have  found  in  the  arrest  of  the  principal  offenders  and  the  issue  of  a 
proper  proclamation. 

As,  in  reference  to  the  Kgchow  case,  I  received  firom  Prince  Kung,  in 
August,  an  assurance  that  orders  had  been  sent  to  arrange  it  on  terms 
satisfactory  to  the  legation,  and  as  I  now  learn  from  Mr.  Seymour  that 
the  question  remains  in  abeyance,  I  have  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  prince's 
dispatch  and  requested  him  to  confer  with  the  viceroy. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  EUS8ELL  YOUNG. 


[Inclosare  1  in  No.  887.] 
Mr,  Seymour  to  Mr,  Young, 

No.  63.]  Uarch3,  lb84. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  several  matters  involving  claims  of 
American  Presbyterian  and  native  Baptist,  or  American  Baptist,  missions,  for  losses 
sustained  at  the  hands  of  Chinese  mobs,  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  will 
no  longer  encumber  this  consulate  or  the  United  States  legation  with  correspondence 
or  negotiations  for  settlements. 

The  first  one  to  which  I  will  refer  was  the  case  of  outrages  by  the  Chinese  mob 
against  the  mission  and  missionaries  and  native  members  and  attendants  of  the  Ameri- 
can Presbyterian  mission  at  Chik  Horn,  where  a  small  loss,  of  about  33  taels,  occurred, 
but  where  the  American  missionaries  were  rudelv  treated,  and  where  the  native 
friends  of  that  mission  were  persecuted  with  much  cruelty  and  brutality.  The  dis- 
tnrbance  was  in  June,  1883. 

References  to  this  case  were  made  in  my  August  ( 1^'^)  correspondence  lists.  Under 
date  of  August  1,  1883,  I  mentioned  having  received  a  statement  of  these  outrages  at 
Chik  Horn,  from  Rev.  H.  V.  Noyes,  who,  with  Rev.  B.  C.  Henry,  had  full  knowledge 
of  the  occurrences  which  I  forwarded  to  the  grain  intendant  (August  4,  1883),  who 
gave  the  business  prompt  attention. 

The  troubles  of  August  and  September  in  Canton  temporarily  overshadowed  the 
Chik  Horn  adair ;  but  with  reasonable  promptness  appropriate  proclamations  were 
made  by  the  authorities  in  the  vicinity  or  the  Chik  Hom  mission,  and  early  in  October 
the  chapel  was  reopened  and  the  missionaries  notified  by  the  local  magistrate  of 
a  desire  to  make  full  restitution,  which  was  duly  made  tathe  satisfaction  of  the  friends 
of  the  mission. 

In  December,  1883,  considerable  wrath  was  manifested  in  Canton  and  surrounding 
country  against  foreigners  and  Christians,  and  there  seemed  to  be  simultaneous  acts 
on  the  part  of  the  natives  indicative  of  a  strong  purpose  to  demolish  all  missions. 

The  week  of  the  imperial  commissioner  Pan^^H  arrival  inCanton,  with  several  regi- 
ments of  soldiers  from  Northern  and  Central  China,  and  the  publication  and  circulation 
of  many  thousands  of  Chinese  documents,  ]>urporting  to  have  been  issued  by  that 
high  official,  with  the  sanction  and  approval  of  the  £mjperor,  against  foreigners,  is 
memoi*able.  That  was  in  the  first  week  of  December,  1883,  and  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  all  who  witnessed  the  excitement  among  the  natives  and  anxiety  among 
foreigners. 

The  churches,  chap«^ls,  and  missions  of  all  denominations  and  nationalities,  as  well 
as  the  property  of  all  foreigners,  were  in  jeopardy  until  the  Chinese  authorities  (at 
the  urgent  suggestion  of  the  United  States  consul,  in  advance  of  the  united  action  of 
the  consular  corps,  whose  services  were  in  requisition  b^  foreigners  of  various  na- 
tionalities) took  vigorous  measures  to  counteract  the  senous  measures  and  effects  of 
au  ill-advised  proclamation,  which  has  never  yet  been  repudiated,  although  its  circu- 
lation has  been  declared  ^^  unauthorized. '^ 

The  only  religious  establishment  which  was  actually  injured  in  Canton  at  that  tims 
was  the  **  Preaching  Hall"  of  native  Christians,  in  connection  with  the  American 
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Baptist  miasioDSf  and  that  has  been  repaired,  reopened,  and  oconpied,  without  farther 
tronbles  or  threats. 

Proclamations  from  the  yiceroy  and  the  Hanhoi  magistrate,  as  well  as  from  the  im- 
perial commissioner,  and  military  protection,  assured  all  concerned  that  such  atrocities 
as  the  destruction  of  chapels  and  tne  molestation  of  foreigners  by  natives  would  not  be 
permitted  by  the  authorities. 

Numerous  other  chapels,  that  had  been  closed  for  several  days  under  threats  from 
thepopulace,  were  reopened  under  assurances  of  protection  by  Chinese  officials. 

While  matters  were  quieting;  down  in  Canton,  the  excitement  of  the  first  week  of 
December  in  this  city  had  extended  into  the  country. 

At  Sheklnng  (about  (iO  miles  east  of  Canton)  the  American  Presbyterian  mission- 
aries, Rev.  B.  C.  Henry  and  W.  J.  White,  of  Canton,  were  holding  religions  services 
with  the  members  and  friends  of  the  mission  at  that  place,  on  Sunday,  December  16. 
1bs3,  when  a  native  mob  assaulted  the  chapel  and  the  missionaries  and  persecutea 
the  native  Christians,  until  the  chapel  was  unfit  for  use  and  the  missionaries  fled  to 
save  their  lives.  After  the  outrages  against  the  American  Presbyterian  mission  had 
been  perpetrated,  the  Chinese  mob  proceeded  to  the  French  Roman  Catholic  mission  and 
destroyed  its  chapel  and  the  buildings  occupied  by  the  priests  and  leading  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  who^je  priest  was  conveyed  for  safety  by  a  mandarin's 
boat  to  Canton,  to  which  place  the  American  missionaries  and  a  native  preacher  in 
the  employ  of  the  Berlin  mission  went  for  safety.  Considerable  personal  violence  oc- 
cnrred. 

A  reference  to  the  letter-lists  of  this  consulate  will  show  I  laid  the  Sheklung  case 
before  the  viceroy  December  17,  1883,  and  before  the  United  States  legation  in  No. 
45,  dated  the  11th  January  ultimo,  eliciting  due  attention. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  a  military  officer  from  Canton  last  week  went 
to  Sheklung  and  paid  up  in  full  all  claims  for  indemnity,  the  American  Presbyterian 
mission  receiving  $370. 

The  claim  of  and  indemnity  to  the  Roman  Catholics  amounted  to  about  3,000  taels. 
The  French  consul  in  Canton  has  no  advices  of  payment  yet,  but  the  money  is  rcady^ 
fts  Rev.  Mr.  Noyes,  American  Presbyterian  missionary,  informs  me. 

Please  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  settlement  of  the  several  claims 
herein  stated  by  remittance  through  the  official  channels  (legation  and  consulate) 
could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  prolonged  negotiations  and  circuitous 
processes  and  ways,  involving  months  or  years  of  delay,  or  interruption  or  suspen- 
sion of  missionary  labors. 

Apart  from  such  inconveniences  to  all  immediately  concerned,  it  is  very  evident 
that  the  moral  effect  of  prompt  settlement  for  damages,  and  early  resumption  of  mis- 
sionary work,  is  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  are  engaged  as  missionaries 
and  preachers  or  co-workers  in  religious  organizations  in  China. 

If  It  is  possible  to  bring  that  Ngonow  case  to  a  final  settlement,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  it  may  be  settled ;  tor  no  attempt  can  be  made  to  resume  missionary  work  at 
Kgchow  while  the  nnfriendlv  natives  indulge  the  prevalent  idea  that  destruction  and 
pmage  of  chapels,  dispensaries,  and  dwellings  occupied  by  foreigners  and  missionaries 
16  cheap  sport. 

The  viceroy  Tseng,  while  here,  did  not  act  upon  any  case  that  was  brought  be- 
fore him  touching  interests  of  forei^ers,  except  in  the  admirably  prompt  suppression 
of  the  Honam  (South  Canton)  riot  in  August,  1883. 

The  present  viceroy,  Chang,  does  not  seem  to  be  inclined  to  procrastinate,  but  acts 
more  promptly. 

Having  reported  the  Ngchow  case  to  the  legation  and  to  the  State  Department,  and 
been  informed  bv  the  latter  that  it  had  been  placed  in  the  handsof  the  United  States 
minister  for  settlement,  X  do  not  feel  at  libertv  to  interfere  with  it,  especially  as  I 
went  through  a  long  siege  in  regard  to  it,  and  completely  exhausted  or  upset  their 
subterfuges  as  to  provocation,  all  of  which  has  been  set  forth  fully  in  my  No.  19, 
dated  May  15,  1883,  and  its  inclosures,  including  correspondence  between  this  con- 
salate  and  the  viceroy.    There  is  positively  no  defense. 

Affixed  is  a  letter  from  Rev.  H.  v.  Noyes  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  Shek- 
longaflEair,  and  designated  A. 

Ajffixed  also  is  an  extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the  American  Presbyterian  mis- 
sion in  Southern  China,  as  per  copy  sent  to  this  consulate  by  the  secretary,  Rev. 
W.  J.  White,  and  marked  B. 

Hoping  what  has  been  done  will  meet  with  your  approval, 
I  am,  d^c, 

CHARLES  SEYMOUR, 

Con$ul, 
6  P  R 
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A. 

Letter  from  Rev.  H,  V.  Noyea,  one  of  the  veterane  of  the  Amerioan  Presbyterian  mieeion  in 
Southern  Chinttj  to  Mr,  Seymour. 

Canton,  March  3,  1884. 
Sir:  I  have  muoh  pleasare  in  reporting  to  yon  that  on  Friday,  February  29,  at 
Shekluufi^,  {  received  from  the  Chinese  military  official  Tonffon-Pang,S*^0,  beingamount 
in  Aill  of  indemnity  claimed  for  losses  at  the  Sbeklung  chapel  incurred  at  the  time  of 
the  mob  there  on  the  l6th  of' December,  1883. 

In  behalf  of  the  mission  to  which  I  belong,  as  well  as  myself,  I  wish  to  express 
warm  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  yon  dealt  with  this  mat- 
ter, thereby  securing  so  speedy  and  satisfactory  a  settlement. 

H.  V.  NOYES. 


B. 


Copy  of  a  section  of  the  report  of  missions  in  Canton  and  Southern  China  adopted  at  ihs  aw- 
Hual  meeting  of  the  American  Presbyterian  missionaries  held  in  Canton  February  19, 18cM, 
atid  mailed  to  their  board  in  America  per  steamer  of  2lst  ultimo^  as  per  copy  sent  to  the 
United  States  oofisulate  in  Canton  by  the  secretary  of  the  American  Presbyterian  mission, 

*'At  one  tim'^  the  chapels  were  threatened  by  a  mob,  and  would  doubtless  liave  been 
demolished  bnt  for  the  prompt  and  independent  action  of  the  American  consul,  the 
Hon.  Charges  Seymour ;  and  the  mission  take^i  this  opportunity  of  expressing  its  nigh 
appreciation  of  the  efficiency  of  this  worthy  officer  of  our  Government  iu  thus  exert- 
ing himselfy  without  being  importuned,  for  the  protection  of  mission  property. '' 

W.  J.  WHITE. 


(Inolosure  2  in  No.  387.] 

Mr,  Young  to  Mr,  Seymour, 
No.  75.]  March  20,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  No.  63,  dated  March  3,  1884, 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  consulate  in  securing  from  the  Chinese  authoritiea 
a  proper  compensation  for  injuries  indicted  upon  the  missionaries  by  Chinese  mobs. 

It  is  a  gratification  to  know  that  by  your  energy  and  skill  you  have  received  this 
compensation.  So  long  as  the  gentlemen  in  the  missionary  work  are  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  done  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  there  might  be  reasons  why  it  would 
be  well  to  let  the  matter  rest.  It  seems  to  the  legation,  however,  that  iu  these  c^ues- 
tions  we  have  to  consider  not  alone  indemnity  for  the  present,  but  security  for  the 
future.  The  mere  payment  of  sums  of  money  enough  to  cover  the  actual  losses  of 
the  missionaries  may,  as  the  legation  can  well  see,  satisfy  gentlemen  who  look  upon 
these  act«  of  violence  with  a  gentle,  forgiving  spirit,  and  are  disposed,  from  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  faith,  to  welcome  rather  than  deplore  any  experience  that  may  entail 
suffering  in  defense  of  their  faith.  But  while  this  sentiment  merits  our  respect,  and, 
I  might  even  say.  reverence,  embarrassmeuts  must  arise  from  a  policy  which  taught 
the  Chinese  to  believe  that  a  money  indemnity  would  satisfy  the  Government  for  a 
wrong  done  to  its  citizens. 

When,  as  was  seen  recently  within  your  consular  jurisdiction,  there  was  a  riot 
stimulated  by  causes  for  which  the  Chinese  were  not  to  blame,  and  which  the  author- 
ities strove  to  suppress,  I  l>elieve  that  the  Chinese  Government  was  entitled  to  leni- 
ency and  cousideratiou.  The  causes  were  a  part  of  the  case,  more  specially  as  the 
causes  involved  acts  of  murder.  But  after  reading  the  papers  to  which  your  dispatch 
refern  I  can  see  no  extenuating  circumstances.  While  I  recognize  that  the  authori- 
ties in  Canton  have  made  reparation  in  a  pecuniary  seuse  for  the  outrages  of  the  mobs, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  safety  of  our  citizens  can  be  assured  unless,  when  cases  of 
this  kind  arise,  something  is  done  that  will,  as  far  as  lies  within  the  power  of  the  au- 
thorities, prevent  a  repetition  of  similar  outrages. 

Having  accepted  the  awards  of  the  authorities  as  a  full  satisfaction  for  the  losses  of 
the  missionaries,  I  am  afraid  it  would  serve  no  practical  result  to  reopen  the  question 
now,  and  especially  at  a  time  when  the  public  temper  of  Canton  is  in  a  state  of  ab- 
normal excitement  and  the  authorities  are  burdened  with  special  cares.  This,  how- 
ever, I  must  leave  largely  to  your  discretion  ;  but  in  your  conversation  with  the  vioe- 
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roy  and  other  officials  yoa  may  t»ay  that  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  lefcation  that 
steps  were  not  taken  to  deter  the  unraly  spirits  who  comprised  the  mob  f?om  similar 
OQtrages.  Proclamations  should  have  been  issued  pointing  out  the  gravity  of  the  of- 
fense, and  especially  that  American  citizens  are  alike  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  China  and  the  treaties. 

Should  you  have  any  other  questions  of  this  nature,  I  beg  you  to  keep  in  mind  these 
considerations  in  your  dealings  with  the  authorities. 
I  am,  &o., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inclosure  3  in  No.  387.] 

Mr,  Young  to  Mr,  Seymour. 

No.  76,]  March  20, 1884. 

Sir  I  As  a  further  reference  to  your  dispatch  No.  63, 1  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  note  received  in  August  last  from  his  imperial  highness  Prince  Kung.  In 
this  yon  will  note  that  orders  had  been  sent  by  the  cabinet  to  Canton  giving  direc- 
tions for  the  settlement  of  the  Ngchow  affair. 

I  note  from  your  report  that  it  has  not  been  acVJnsted.  I  have  to  request  you,  there- 
fore, to  present  the  viceroy  with  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  and  ask  him  the  exact  condi- 
tion of  the  negotiation.  You  may  also  express  your  regret  that  orders  issued  in  Au- 
gust bj  the  cabinet  have  not  been  carried  out  in  a  manner  which  you,  the  representa- 
tivH  of  American  interests  in  Canton,  have  the  right  to  expect  and  demand. 
I  am,  d[;c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[  Inclosore  in  No.  76.  ] 

Frinoe  Kung  to  Mr,  Young, 

InforDiaL]  August  19,  1883. 

Your  Excexlexcy  :  Some  time  since  I  received  a  dispatch  from  your  excellency 
in  regard  to  a  chapel  at  Ngchow,  in  Kwanghsi.  I  at  once  instructed  the  provincial 
aathorities  concerned  to  investigate  the  business,  and  so  informed  you. 

I  am  now  in  receipt  of  a  report,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  aCautoneseof  the  Rao  Yao 
district,  named  Fang  Chun  Chaug,  came  in  an  irregular  mauner,  and  without  creden- 
tials, to  Ngchow  to  preach.  He  also  loosely  asserted  himself  lo  be  a  physician  and 
caused  the  death  of  several  persons  by  malpractice.  The  anger  of  the  populace  was 
in  consequence  excited  and  the  residence  of  Fang  was  destroyed.  The  acting  magis- 
trate at  once  sent  a  force  of  soldiers  to  repress  the  riot  and  preserve  order.  Au  in- 
vestigation developed  the  facts  recited  above,  and  nothing  was  said  about  any  losses 
On  account  of  Fang's  character  as  a  preacher,  the  magistrate  was  desirous  of  protect- 
ing him  from  all  harm,  and  had  him  escorted  in  a  boat  outside  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Thereafter  Fang  Chun  Chaug  returned,  bringing  with  him  two  Americans,  Messrs. 
Simmons  andNoyes,  who  declared  that  property  to  the  value  of  160  taels  was  lost  at  the 
time  the  house  was  torn  down  by  the  mob,  and  they  asked  payment  to  this  amount,  aud 
that  the  house  be  rebuilt  for  preaching  purposes.  They  also  stated  that  the  person 
who  caused  the  deaths  by  malpractice  was  a  different  person  from  Fang ;  his  name 
was  Chang,  and  he  hMl  been  sent  there  by  the  missionaries.  Another  mob  arose,  but 
the  magistrate  in  person  led  a  force  to  repress  it.  Learning  that  the  missiouaries  de- 
sired to  proceed  to  the  Feng  district,  the  magistrate  escorted  them  on  their  way. 
Fang  Chan  Chan^  went  witn  them,  and  they  did  not  return  to  Ngchow.  Positive 
orders  have  been  issued  for  the  settlement  of  the  business,  &^c. 

In  this  case  since  it  appears  that  aChiuess  subject  named  Fang  Chun  Chang  falsely 
pretended  to  be  a  preacher  and  caused  the  death  of  several  persons,  and  thereafter 
imposed  upon  the  foreigners  by  means  of  false  and  malicious  statements,  the  matter 
must  be  thoroughly  sifted  to  the  bottom,  that  justice  may  be  done. 

Yhe  yamdn  has  ordered  the  provincial  authorities'  to  arrest  Fang  Chun  Chang  and 
to  make  careful  examination  and  settle  the  case. 

Cards  and  compliments. 
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Ifo.  40. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  398.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking  J  March  2S^  1884.    (Eeceived  May  19.) 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  297,  dated  November  30, 1883, 1  informed 
the  Department  that  I  had  on  that  date  sent  a  circular  note  to  the  s^n- 
tlemen  in  our  consular  nervice  asking  them  to  send  me  certain  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  petroleum  trade  in  China  during  the  year  1883,  an 
more  especially  as  to  whether  there  was  any  renewal  of  efforts  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  to  suppress  the  trade  by  repressive  proclamar 
tions. 

1  have  received  reports  from  all  the  consulates  with  the  exception  of 
Amoy.    ♦    • 

It  was  my  duty  to  address  special  instructions  to  Mr.  Wingate,  at 
Foo-Chow,  and  Mr.  Seymour,  at  Canton,  expressive  of  the  views  of  the 
legation  as  to  special  circumstances  which  had  arisen  within  their  juris- 
diction. 

Certain  facts  appear  which  I  may  venture  to  summarize. 

Mr.  Cheshire  sends  a  valuable  table  showing,  as  a  part  of  the  move- 
ment of  petroleum  in  Shanghai,  the  import  of  oils  into  open  ports  chiefly 
supplied  from  Shanghai  during  the  year  1883.  From  this  it  appears 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  at  Tien-Tsin,Kiu-Kiang,  Hankow,  Wuhu, 
and  Chin-Kiang ;  adecrease  at  New  Ch wang,  Chefoo,  Ningpo,  W^nchow, 
and  the  country  around  Shanghai.  The  increase  amounts  to  101,944 
gallons,  the  decrease  to  62,997,  showing  a  net  increase  of  38,947. 

These  figures  can  hardly  be  accepted  as  a  test,  although,  as  Shanghai 
is  an  important  distributing  point,  they  have  value.  Mr.  Cheshire  has 
not  had  occasion  to  complain  of  the  proclamations  against  the  use  of 
petroleum  in  Shanghai,  which  gave  Consul-General  Denny  so  much 
annoyance.  The  authorities  have  learned  to  welcome  the  oil  in  a  liberal 
spirit;  but  by  the  lekin  system,  which  adds  so  many  embarrassments  to 
internal  trade,  the  sale  has  been  diminished.  The  local  authorities  in  the 
country  around  Shanghai  levy  a  tax  of  5  cents  on  each  case  passing  into 
the  interior,  a  tax  which  until  recently  has  never  been  imposed.  In 
spite  of  this  temporary  interruption,  Mr.  Cheshire  notes  the  gratifying 
fact  that  the  trade  during  the  past  six  years  shows  a  steady  advance. 

From  Tien-Tsin,  the  most  important  city  in  JJorthern  China,  and  in 
which  might  be  included  Peking,  we  learu  that  in  1883  398,340  gallons 
were  received.  This  is  a  large  gain  over  the  import  of  1882,  namely, 
284,130.  In  1882  Tien-Tsin  showed  a  falling  trade,  in  1883  a  rising 
trade.  Mr.  Pilcher  notes  a  large  import  in  native  junks,  the  amount  of 
which  does  not  appear  in  the  customs  returns.  He  estimates  it,  how- 
ever, as  in  value  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole.  In  Tien-Tsin  the  oil  is 
mainly  a  re-exportation  from  Shanghai.  I  think  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  the  petroleum  interest  if  the  oil  could  be  seat  in  bulk  direct  to 
Tien-Tsin  5  it  would  save  the  cost  of  transhipment  in  Shanghai,  and  en- 
able the  people  to  buy  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I  note,  also  that  the  retail 
trade  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  shopkeepers.  This  I  re- 
gard as  an  advantage.  Mr.  Pilcher  points  out  the  fact  that  while  the 
native  candles,  made  from  mutton  and  beef  tallow,  can  only  be  manu- 
factured at  a.cost  of  15  cents  per  catty,  kerosene  is  sold  at  6  cents  per 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


CHINA.  85 

catty.    There  is  an  economy  in  this  fact  which  cannot  fail  to  make  a 
deep  impression  npon  the  thrifty  Chinese  mind. 

fS:t>m  New  Ghwan^,  a  small  northern  port,  the  legation  leams  that  al* 
though  Shanghai  reports  a  decrease  in  the  shipment,  there  has  really 
been  an  increase  in  the  trade  of  I^TIS  gallons.  This  is  a  modest  ad- 
vance, bnt  the  Department  will  see  that  it  arises  from  commercial 
apathy,  and  not  because  of  the  opposition  of  the  anthorities  or  any  in- 
disposition on  the  part  of  the  x)eople  to  use  the  oil.  This  is  seen  in  the 
fiEU^  that  while  during  last  summer  oil  could  be  purchased  at  $2  a  case, 
there  is  none  now  in  stock,  and  the  last  retail  price  was  $5.50  a  case. 

I  regret  to  note  that  in  Ningpo  there  has  been  a  falling  off  of  18^,470 
gallons  as  compared  with  the  return  for  1882,  which  showed  an  import 
of  1,505,470  gallons,  an  increase  of  49,279  gallons  over  the  preceding 
year.  When  I  wrote  you  in  regard  to  petroleum  in  my  dispatch  No. 
ia3,  dated  February  20, 1883,  I  alluded  to  the  evil  effect  upon  the 
trade  of  the  antagonism  of  the  authorities  at  Ningpo.  As  this  antago- 
nism, or  at  least  any  apparent  evidence  of  it  in  the  way  of  unfriendly 
proclamations  or  governmental  intervention,  had  passed  away.  I  was 
in  hopes  to  hear  of  a  large  increase  in  the  importations  for  1883.  Mr. 
Stevens  does  not  explain  this  disproportion  except  upon  the  theory  of 
oommercial  fluctuations.    •    •    • 

Mr.  Bergholtz,  the  vice  consul  at  Ghin-Eiang,  sends  a  lucid  report  as 
to  the  trade.  I  attach  much  importance  to  the  condition  of  the  busi- 
ness at  these  interior  river  ports,  as  thus  we  can  measure  its  movement 
towards  the  central  divisions  of  the  Empire.  Petroleum  must  depend  for 
its  stability  and  growth  upon  its  general  acceptance  by  the  great  mass 
of  the  people.  Therefore  much  more  is  to  be  learned  from  the  statistics 
of  a  small  river  port  like  Ghin-Eiang  than  from  a  commercial  emporium 
like  Shanghai.  Mr.  Bergholtz  points  to  the  interesting  fact  that  while 
in  1868  the  import  was  only  90  gallons,  in  1883  it  was  389,090  gallons. 
And  in  looking  over  the  valuable  table  of  figures  in  which  he  shows 
the  movement  of  the  trade,  you  will  see  that  the  growth  has  been  steady^ 
the  increase  in  1883  over  1882  being  no  less  than  131,090  gallons.  Mr. 
Bergholtz  reports  the  existence  of  wells  yielding  a  bituminous  product, 
aD  *^  oil  that  bums  in  water,''  and  which  comes  from  the  salt- wells  in 
such  a  quantity  that  sometimes  as  many  as  four  or  five  jars  of  a  hun- 
dred pounds  each  are  collected  in  a  day.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  modest 
output,  but  it  suggests  the  possibility  that  China  in  time  will  mine  her 
own  petroleum. 

The  importance  1  attribute  to  Chin-Kiang  as  a  port  showing  the  move- 
ment of  petroleum  towards  tlie  interior  of  China,  and  its  gradual  accept- 
ance as  essential  to  daily  comfort  by  the  i)eople,  will  also  apply  to 
Haokow.  Mr.  Shepard's  report  is  therefore  entitled  to  careful  study. 
When  we  look  at  the  figures  the  advance  is  most  gratifying — in  1882, 
483,974  gallons ;  in  1883, 1,322,771 ,  an  increase  of  173  per  cent.  A  part 
of  this  Mr.  Shepard  attributes  to  the  decrease  in  the  supply  of  native 
oil,  the  crop  of  which  was  last  year  a  failure.  But  while  a  better  har- 
vest of  the  vegetable  native  oils  may  limit  our  hopes  for  a  continued 
advance,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  controlling  fact  in  the  development  of  the 
trade  in  China  that  when  once  petroleum  finds  a  place,  becomes  known 
to  the  people,  and  they  appreciate  its  advantages  and  its  economy,  no 
native  product  will  supplant  ]t.    Mr.  Shepard  makes  the  wise  sugges- 

tiou  that  ^^an  illustrated  popular  treatise  in  Chinese  would  be  of  infinite 
service  in  making  the  nature,  uses,  and  proper  care  of  the  article  known, 
thus  extending  the  demand." 
Poo  Chow  has  been  unfortunate  in  its  relations  to  the  trade,  and  £ 
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regrot  to  leani  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Win^ate  that  there  has  been  a 
falling  oft'  in  the  import  of  44,050  gallons  in  1883,  as  compared  with 
1882.  Even  with  this  the  importation  was  larger  in  1883  than  in  any 
year,  with  the  exception  of  1882,  since  petroleum  was  introduced  into 
China.  The  causes  for  this  deficit  are  more  to  be  regretted  than  the 
fact  itself,  for  they  show  a  determined  opposition  to  the  use  of  the  oil 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  He  reports  the  virtual  subsidence  of 
the  panic  of  1882,  and  that  the  proclamations  against  petroleum  bad 
become  a  dead  letter.  As  a  result  of  this  he  looked  for  a  still  further 
increase  of  the  trade. 

Jt  unfortunately  happened  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1883  that 
there  were  several  fires  in  Foo-Ohow  to  be  attributed  to  petroleum.  The 
most  disastrous  was  caused  *'  by  a  man  filling  a  kerosene  lamp  while  it 
was  burning.  The  oil  ignited,  the  man,  alarmed,  threw  the  lamp  into 
the  open  kerosene  can,  and  the  loss  of  a  hundred  houses  and  six  lives 
followed."  This  and  other  fires  less  disastrous  excited  the  "  gentry  ^  and 
the  "literati,"  and  proclamations  were  reissued,  npt  to  become  a  de^d 
letter,  as  those  of  1882,  but  to  be  enforced.  So  strong  is  this  feeling 
that  although  in  Foo  Chow,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  China  where  petro- 
leum has  made  its  way,  the  people  like  the  oil  for  its  cheapness  and 
brilliancy,  and  the  shopkeepers  because  it  is  a  steady  source  of  business 
profit,  the  mandates  of  the  authorities  have  been  obeyed,  as  is  seen  in 
the  falling  off  of  the  import  and  the  sudden  arrest  of  a  flourishing 
trade.  Mr.  Wingate  reports  a  fall  from  160,000  gallons  in  April,  May, 
and  June  to  2,800  gallons  in  October,  November,  and  December — prac- 
tically a  destniction  of  the  trade. 

These  facts  have  caused  me  much  anxiety.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  tone  of  the 
proclamations  which  Mr.  Wingate  forwards  shows  that  the  panic,  like 
other  panics,  was  violent  and  widespread.  "  Kerosene  means  ruin  !  ^ 
"Kerosene  is  a  fierce  calamity!"  "The  benefit  does  not  make  good  the 
harm  ! "    '  'For  those  who  oflend  there  will  be  no  pardon !" 

The  difficulties  of  the  situation  were  not  to  be  regarded  without  sym- 
pathy. There  had  been  many  fires ;  proi)erty  had  been  destroyed,  lives 
had  been  lost.  Kor  was  a  disaster  of  this  kind  and  from  a  similar  cause 
a  new  incident  in  Foo-Chow.  The  magnitude  of  the  present  calamity 
could  not  be  underrated.  Those  who  understand  the  customs  of  China 
can  see  how  such  a  danger  is  possible.  A  dense  population ;  small 
houses,  fragile,  easily  burned;  narrow  streets;  society  without  the 
knowledge  or  the  organization  to  arrest  a  fire — in  such  a  community 
a  fire  means  far  more  than  it  does  in  our  cities  of  brick  and  stone.  We 
know  from  sad  experience  what  fire  can  do  with  brick  and  stone. 

I  saw  no  reason  for  making  representations  to  the  yamfin  against 
these  proclamations.  They  really  belong  to  what  might  be  called  the 
commune  system  of  China.  As  I  discovered  when  the  legation  acted 
upon  the  representations  of  Mr.  Consul -General  Denny  in  1882,  there 
was  no  national  policy  of  antagonism.  ♦  •  ♦  This  view  was  strength- 
ened by  the  remembnance  that  at  Ningpo,  Shanghai,  and  other  points 
where  there  had  been  opposition  it  was  silenced,  that  the  trade  showed 
a  steady  increase,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  deal  with  Foo-Chow  as 
an  isolated  case,  and  not  accept  counsels  which  found  inspiration  in  a 
panic  as  in  any  way  expressing  the  policy  of  the  cabinet. 

I  requested  Mr.  Wingate  to  dwell  upon  pertain  points,  and  in  dealing 
with  the  abstract  question  of  petroleum  to  show  that  it  was  not  as  dan- 
gerous as  gunpowder,  which  is  one  of  the  common  elements  in  Chinese 
industry ;  and  as  the  Chinese  had  learned  to  handle  gunpowder  with 
impunity,  in  time  they  would  learn  to  do  the  same  with  petroleum.     I 
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thoQ^ht,  on  the  other  hand,  that  our  merchants  who  deal  in  this  oil 
should  take  pains  to  fnrnish  as  safe  a  grade  as  possible.  I  quite  under- 
stand that  an  absolutely  safe  oil  would  be  as  useless  as  water,  and  that 
the  quality  of  tire  which  generates  light  and  heat,  and  which  is  the 
essential  quality  in  a  burning  oil,  is  naturally  an  elementof  danger.  No 
oil  should  be  sent  here  that  is  not  of  as  high  grade  as  that  sent  to  India 
and  Japan.  The  merchants  should  take  pains  to  develop  their  trade 
on  broad  and  humane  lines ;  and  nothing  would  do  tnore  towards  that 
than  to  adopt  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Shepard. 

The  petroleum  interests  at  home  have  been  well  served  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Libby,  an  American  gentleman  who  came  to  Asia  to  represent  the 
petroleum  interest.  Mr.  Libby  entered  upon  his  work  with  intelligent 
enthusiasm,  and  in  the  many  conversations  and  communications  with 
which  he  has  honored  me  seems  to  possess  the  true  idea  of  pressing  this 
most  important  interest  in  China.  I  attach  much  value  to  the  work 
which  that  gentleman  has  done  in  China,  and  therefore  deem  it  worthy 
of  special  commendation  to  the  Department. 

While  an  event  like  this  at  Foo-Chow  has  a  disheartening  effect,  it  is 
to  be  considered  as  among  the  incidents  that  attend  the  introduction 
of  a  new  article  to  a  conservative  community.  In  a  country  where  the 
people  for  ages  have  used  vegetable  and  fish  oils,  whose  artificial  light 
forms  a  minor  part  in  the  domestic  economy  of  the  household — a  people 
so  little  affected  by  change  that  you  find  among  the  coins  of  commerce 
pieces  which  were' stamped  before  the  Christian  era,  you  must  expect 
distrust  when  you  propose  any  innovation,  however  slight.  Such  a 
thing  is  not  altogether  unknown  in  more  civilized  communities.  I  am 
convinced  that  in  dealing  with  circumstances  like  those  at  Foo  Chow 
we  mnst  use  patience  and  do  what  we  can  to  persuade  and  instruct 
the  people.  Theyam^n  would  regard  any  application  with  indifference. 
It  might  arouse  a  different  sentiment  and  lead  to  a  general  policy 
throughout  the  Empire  that  might  add  further  obstacles  to  the  trade. 

In  Canton  there  is  a  different  state  of  affairs.  The  viceroy  of  the 
two  provinces  has  farmed  out  the  sale  of  petroleum  to  a  Chinese  firm 
or  monopoly,  and  in  order  to  strengthen  the  monopoly  a  special  tax  of 
40  cents  is  imposed  on  each  case.  The  impositimi  of  this  tax  I  hold  to 
be  a  direct  violation  of  treaty.  As  explained  in  my  dispatch  No.  297, 
dated  November  30, 1883,  I  brought  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
foreign  office  in  a  note  of  that  date  addressed  to  his  imperial  highness 
Prince  Kuug.  As  an  illustration  of  the  delays  attending  the  transaction 
of  official  business  with  the  Chinese,  although  nearly  four  mouths  have 
passed  no  reply  has  been  received.  I  have  made  requests  informally  for 
an  answer  from  the  foreign  office,  but  without  avail.  Ten  days  ago  I  sent 
Mr.  Holcombe  to  the  yam^u  to  intimate  that  in  my  judgment  the  lega- 
tion had  waited  long  enough,  and  that  it  was  time  to  have  some  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  his  imperial  highness.  I  was  informed  that  re- 
newed orders  had  been  sent  to  the  viceroy  at  Canton  to  make  a  report, 
but  that  until  that  report  was  made  the  Government  could  not  act. 
Tbe  close  of  navigation  would  naturally  make  communication  tedious. 

Mr.  Seymour  explains  that  he  has  not  had  a  ^^  favorable  opportunity 
to  resent  the  kerosene  claim  advantageously,  on  account  of  military  op- 
erations, mobs,  outrages,  &c."  While  I  recognized  the  burdens  which 
had  been  thrown  upon  the  Canton  viceroy  on  account  of  the  excep- 
tional condition  of  affairs  in  the  south,  still  it  seemed  that  our  patience 
had  stood  a  sufficient  test.  I  have,  therefore,  as  you  will  note,  requested 
Mr.  Seymour  to  press  the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  viceroy. 

I  am  not  sanguine  that  these  representations  will  be  successful  either 
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with  the  yam^Q  or  the  viceroy  unless  the  Governments  interested  are 
firm.  The  tendency  of  the  central  Government  to  permit  the  previa- 
cial  authorities  to  manage  financial  affairs,  taxation,  raising  of  loans, 
and  disbursements  of  money,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  imperial  treas- 
ury, makes  it  difficult  to  have  a  considerate  hearing  for  any  question 
of  this  kind.  The  answer  will  always  come  that  the  money  is  necessary 
for,  the  government  of  the  province.  When  the  legation  received  the 
Ward  claims,  the  money  did  not  come  from  the  Government,  but  frooA 
the  war  appropriations  of  Li.  The  Canton  viceroy  will  pay  tbe  indem- 
nity irom  local  sources,  loans  in  Hong-Kong  perhaps,  guaranteetlby  taxes 
on  salt  or  some  special  monopoly.  Bnt  while  these  are  considerations 
which  belong  to  the  Government  of  China,  and  do  not  especially  concern 
us,  •  •  •  in  the  case  of  the  tax  on  the  importation  of  petroleam 
our  rights  are  clear  and  undoubted.  As  I  went  into  this  question  at 
length  in  my  dispatch  No.  297  and  in  my  note  to  Prince  Kung,  I  shall 
not  detain  you  by  a  repetition  of  the  arguments  therein  set  forth. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  297  I  referred  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chinese 
authorities  to  adopt  a  series  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  trade 
throughout  the  Empire.  Sir  Eobert  Hart  informed  me  in  conversation 
that  the  new  rules  would  not  go  into  operation,  until  1885,  and  that  he 
had  written  to  America  for  the  fullest  information,  so  that  when  the 
rules  were  made  they  would  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  revenue  and 
trade. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  EUSSELL  YOUNG. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  find  I  was  in  error  in  saying  that  I 
had  received  no  report  from  Mr.  Goldsborongh,  our  consul  at  Amoy. 
The  report,  which  is  hereby  forwarded,  was  made  with  due  promptitude^ 
and  was  overlooked  by  me  in  preparing  my  inclosures. 

The  Department  will  note  that  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  import  at  Amoy,  and  that  the  trade  since  1880  shows  a  slow  but 
steady  advance.  It  is  a  further  gratittcation  to  know  that,  as  reported 
by  Mr.  Goldsborough  in  January,  1883,  there  has  been  no  attempt  on 
the  palt  of  the  authorities  to  interfere  with  the  petroleum  trade. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  EUSSELL  YOUNG. 


No.  41. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  407.]  ♦  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  31, 1884.  (Eeceived  May  19.) 
Sib:  In  my  dispatch  to  the  consul-general,  I  requested  him  to  ob- 
tain from  the  various  consulates  information  as  to  the  state  of  public 
opinion  throughout  China,  especially  in  reference  to  the  present  ab- 
normal condition  of  public  affairs  arising  out  of  complications  with 
France.  The  importance  of  this  inquiry,  considering  that  we  have  so 
many  American  citizens  at  the  ports  and  at  missionary  stations  in  the 
interior,  whose  protection  is  the  duty  of  the  legation,  will  be  apparent 
to  the  Department. 
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From  reports  which  have  been  famished  in  response  to  this  sagges- 
tioD  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  a  warlike  spirit  in  varioas  provinces. 

Mr.  Stevens  says  that  in  Ningpo  there  is  ^^  a  continaons  preparation 
for  war  by  those  in  aathority."  iNew  forts  have  been  bnilt  and  old 
ones  repaired.  Mr.  Stevens  believes  that  the  harbor  of  Ningpo  will  be 
a  naval  rendezvons  for  China  in  the  event  of  a  war.  I  note  also  that 
preparations  to  impede  navigation  at  Ningpo  are  in  embryo.  Mr.  Ste- 
vens estimates  the  number  of  soldiers  as  16,000,  but  should  necessity 
arise  there  might  be  30,000.  It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  temper  of 
the  people  towards  foreigners  is  friendly  and  cordial. 

Mr.  Bergholtz  informs  the  legation  that  all  is  quiet  at  Chin  Eiang. 

From  New  Ohwang  I  learn  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Bandinel  that  there  are 
important  military  movements. 

At  Port  Arthur  there  are  6,000  troops,  under  a  Mohammedan  leader, 
well  disciplined,  strong,  and  free  fi*om  opium  smoking.    Instructions 
have  been  sent  to  the  Tartar  general  to  raise  2,000  more,  bat  the  ex- . 
pNeriment  seems  to  languish  from  the  want  of  fhnds.    There  is  no  sen- 
timent of  ill  will  against  foreigners. 

Tien-Tsin,  as  the  gateway  to  Peking,  the  most  important  commercial 
city  in  the  nonh  and  the  home  of  the  viceroy  Li,  is  worthy  of  special 
notice. 

Tien-Tsin  is  the  headquarters  of  serious  military  preparations,  the 
functions  of  Li  at  this  time  l>eing  practically  those  of  a  lieutenant-gen- 
eral of  the  Empire.  There  are  eight  fortified  camps,  where  are  quartered 
4,800  troops,  one-half  cavalry,  the  remainder  infantry ;  an  additional 
force  of  3,000  is  boing  raised.  The  enlistment  system  really  amounts 
to  a  conscription,  or  it  might  be  a  levy  en  masscj  something  akin  to  the 
press  gang  which  was  in  vogue  in  England  during  the  last  century. 
Tbe  tenn  of  service  is  not  specified.  The  infantry  soldiers  receive  $3.60 
a  month,  the  cavalryman  $7.20,  out  of  which  he  must  provide  for  his 
horse.  The  soldiers  furnish  their  tbod  and  clothing.  They  are  armed 
with  foreign  guns  and  drilled  according  to  western,  I  presume  German, 
tactics. 

Mr.  Wingate  does  not  note  at  Foo-Ghow  any  special  military  movements 
except  the  multiplication  of  barriers  in  the  city.  He  is  not  sure  whether 
this  is  meant  to  guard  against  foreigners  or  prevent  thieving.  There  is 
a  small  military  force  at  Foo-Ghow,  300  perhaps,  each  soldier  paid  1,000 
cash,  or  $  I,  per  month.  A  thousand  troops  have  been  brought  from  one 
point  and  3,000  are  expected  from  another.  The  same  complaint  comes 
from  Foo-Ghow  that  we  hear  elsewhere,  namely,  the  want  of  money.  It 
was  proposed  by  the  viceroy  to  raise  a  million  taels,  or,  say,  $1,400,000, 
as  a  ^'patriotic  contribution" — in  other  words,  an  enforced  loan.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  people  who  had  the  money  proposed  th§bt  the 
ofBcials  should  first  raise  the  amount,  and  they  would  then  say  what  they 
would  do.  It  was  also  suggested  to  levy  a  tax  upon  rice,  but  this  the 
people  would  never  admit..  With  salt  taxed  to  its  utmost  value,  taxed 
so  heavily  as  to  make  it  a  luxury,  the  objection  of  the  people  to  a  tax 
upon  rice  is  not  a  surprise.  Mr.  Wingate  reports  that  the  feeling  of  the 
people  towards  foreigners  is  what  might  be  called  courteous  apathy,  and 
as  to  war  with  France,  ignorance  and  indifference. 

Hankow  is  reported  as  peaceful. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  sends  an  interesting  dispatch  from  Amoy.  The 
relations  between  foreigners  and  Chinese  are  satisfactory.  He  notes, 
however,  in  the  form  of  a  proclamation  from  the  subprefect  at  Amoy, 
threats  against  the  dynasty  on  the  part  of  some  pretender  to  the  throne. 
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The  tone  of  tlie  proclamation  may  indicate  to  tbe  Department  a  spirit 
of  unnecessary  alarm.  Bnt  when  we  remember  the  trifling  caases  which 
germinated  in  the  Taiping  rebellion,  keeping  China  in  sedition  and 
turmoil  for  years,  causing  the  devastation  of  provinces  and  the  loss  of 
millions  of  lives,  the  effect  of  which  is  still  felt,  it  is  easy  to  understand 
the  anxiety  of  the  Government  at  the  appearance  of  the  slightest  pre- 
tension to  overthrow  the  dynasty.  Rumors  as  to  adventures  of  the 
same  character  came  from  Hankow  last  summer,  and  I  have  had  oc- 
casion to  note  them  in  Peking. 

I  have  dwelt  upon  Canton  affairs  so  fully  in  former  dispatches  that 
I  need  do  no  more  than  refer  to  the  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seymour. 

But  exceptional  circumstances  exist  in  Canton.  The  people  have  the 
aggressive  and  restless  spirit  which  we  are  so  apt  to  find  in  southern 
latitudes — haughty,  impetuous,  brave.  Although  the  Cantonese,  because 
of  their  long  intercourse  with  foreigners,  going  back  to  tbe  early  days 
of  the  East  India  Company,  and  because  of  the  many  thousands  who, 
having  lived  in  the  United  States  and  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  are 
now  at  home  again,  and  their  consequent  familiarity  with  western  ways, 
would  be  supposed  to  have  a  kindly  feeling  towards  foreigners,  the  re- 
verse is  the  truth. 

There  is  more  trouble  in  Canton  and  we  have  more  anxiety  as  to  the 
public  peace  in  the  Cantonese  provinces  than  in  any  part  of  China. 
Other  provinces  are  torpid,  and  seeing  little  of  the  foreigner  care  less 
about  him.  Their  feeling  is  that  of  contempt  and  curiosity,  not  enmity. 
Canton  is  near  to  the  seat  of  war  in  Tonquin,  and  suffers  from  this  prox- 
imity. 

While,  therefore,  we  must  accept  the  fact  that  China  is  in  a  seething, 
troubled  condition,  I  cannot  note  any  phenomena  that  would  justify 
alarm  as  to  the  safety  of  foreigners.  And  although  I  nave  been  asked 
by  American  citizens  in  the  interior  whether  it  was  prudent  for  them 
to  leave  their  work  and  come  to  the  sea-ports,  where  they  would  have 
the  protection  of  our  ships,  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  give  such  advice. 
In  conversation  with  my  colleagues  I  have  heard  no  feeling  of  appre- 
hension. 

While  one  part  of  the  Empire  may  be  peaceful,  there  may  be  turmoil 
in  another.  Nor  are  the  people  homogeneous ;  thus,  a  northern  China-, 
man  may  dislike  a  foreigner,  but  he  hates  a  Cantonese. 

There  are  deep,  wide  fi.ssures  in  China.  The  dialects  are  so  peculiar 
that  natives  of  one  province  cannot  understand  the  inhabitants  of 
another.  The  Divine  interdict  which  led  to  the  confusion  of  tongues  has 
fallen  upon  China,  and  a  Cantonese  in  the  eyes  of  a  Pekingese  is  as 
much  an  alien  as  an  Algerine  or  a  Turk.  Out  of  this  comes  an  absence 
of  national  public  spirit,  the  sentiment  which  during  our  own  war  was 
known  as  "loyalty." 

These  local  animosities,  arising  out  of  the  want  of  intercourse  and  free 
communication  between  the  provinces,  may  be  regarded  as  the  princi- 
pal reason  why  a  great  and  densely  populated  Empire  should  be  so 
easily  governed  by  an  alien  race,  vastly  inferior  in  numbers. 
I  have  &c. 

'        '  JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 
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No.  42. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

l^o.  413.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PeMng,  April  1, 1884.    (Eeceived  June  12.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  my  cable  dispatch  dated  Febru- 
ary 11,  as  follows: 

Holconibe  returned,  having  satisfactorily  settled  Cbinaufoo  case. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  285,  dated  November  14,  I  informed  the  De- 
partment that  I  had  resolved  to  send  Mr.  Holcombe  to  Chinaufoo  to  en- 
deavor to  arrange  long-standing  grievances  between  the  American  mis- 
sionaries residing  there  and  the  Chinese  authorities. 

I  did  this  with  some  reluctance,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  encourage 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  yam^u  to  throw  the  responsibHity  of  set- 
tling important  questions  upon  the  provincial  officials.  At  the  same 
time,  the  American  citizens  in  Chinaufoo  had  been  a  long  time  deprived 
of  their  rights.  All  recourse  to  the  yam^u  had  been  exhausted,  and  I 
saw  no  better  way  to  secure  a  practical  result  than  to  deal  directly  with 
the  governor  of  the  province. 

This  decision  I  am  glad  to  know  met  with  your  ap])roval. 

Mr.  Holcombe  left  Peking  on  the  morniug  of  December  25,  1883, 
and  returned  February  9,  1884.  I  wrote  the  viceroy  Li  Hung  Chang 
regarding  his  mission,  expressing  the  hope  that  all  courtesy  would  be 
shown  him  as  the  representative  of  this  legation. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  333,  dated  January  26,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
saying  to  the  Department  that  every  pains  had  been  taken  by  the  au- 
thorities to  meet  my  wishes  in  this  respect  and  to  do  honor  to  Mr. 
Holcombe.  In  his  report  Mr.  Holcombe  dwells  with  more  detail  upon 
this  gratifying  incident.  I  make  a  special  reference  to  this  because,  at 
a  time  when  there  is  much  anxiety  in  China  as  to  the  status  of  foreign- 
ers, it  is  a  gratification  to  know  that  a  friendly  disposition  exists  to- 
wards Americans. 

The  details  of  Mr.  Holcombe's  settlement  will  appear  in  the  inclosures. 

The  agreement  as  it  now  stands  is  satisfactory  to  the  gentlemen  di- 
rectly concerned  and  meets  with  my  approval.  I  trust  that  it  will  sat- 
isfy* the  Department. 

In  the  mean  time  I  commend  to  your  recognition  the  judgment  and 
tact  shown  by  Mr.  Holcombe  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  legation 
and  bringing  to  an  honorable  result  a  question  which  has  been  for  a 
long  time  a  source  of  anxiety. 

I  have  informed  his  imperial  highness  Prince  Kung  that  the  legation 
regards  the  "Chinaufoo  case''  as  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  and  re- 
quested him  to  thank  the  governor  of  Shantung  for  his  most  courteous 
treatment  of  Mr.  Holcombe. 
I  have   &^c 

JOHN  EUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[lodoearellnNo.  413.] 

Mr,  Young  to  Mr.  Holcombe. 

Decbmber  20,  1883. 
Sir:  You  are  well  informed  of  the  circa  instances  under  which  it  has  become  neces- 
sary* for  me  to  request  you  to  proceed  to  Chinaufoo  in  order  to  effect  a  settlement  of  a 
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case  of  the  destmotion  of- a  chapel,  the  property  of  certain  American  miseionarieey 
which  occurred  there  in  July,  1881. 

It  is  understood  that  a  compromise  is  to  be  effected  under  which  the  missionaries 
interested  are  to  receive  other  property  in  lieu  of  that  destroyed.  You  should,  there- 
fore, be  careful  in  your  negotiations  with  the  Chinese  authorities  to  secure  the  follow- 
ing points: 

1st.  That  the  property  furnished  in  exchange  be  so  located  as  to  be  available  for 
the  purpose  of  a  chapel. 

2d.  That  it  be  equivalent  in  valne  to  that  destroyed,  or,  failing  this,  that  any  deft- 
ciency  be  made  good. 

3d.  That  proper  deeds  of  the  premises  furnished  in  exchange  be  given  to  the  mis- 
sionaries. 

4th.  That  any  prosecution  begun  by  Chinese  local  officials  against  Chinese  subjects 
because  of  their  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the  original  premises  be  abandoned. 

You  will  conduct  your  negotiations  with  as  much  speed  as  m&y  consist  with  secur- 
ing a  satisfactory  issue,  and  return  as  promptly  as  possible  to  this  legation. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inolosore  2  in  No.  418.] 

Mr.  Holoombe  to  Mr,  Toung, 

Fkbruart  12,  1884. 

Sir  :  In  reference  to  yonr  instruction  No.  104,  of  December  20,  IH^,  a  copy  of  which 
is  inclosed  herewith,  and  in  which  I  was  requested  to  proceed  to  Chinaufoo  in  order 
to  effect  a  settlement  of  a  case  of  long  standing  in  that  city,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  ^ou  that  I  left  Peking  upon  December  25,  and,  after  a  necessary  delay  at 
Tien-Tsio  of  a  few  days  in  order  to  transact  certain  business  with  his  excellency  Li 
Hung  Chang,  reached  Chinanfoo  upon  the  afternoon  of  January  12. 

The  three  following  days  were  necessarily  occupied  with  the  interchange  of  prelim- 
inary visits  of  courtesy,  and  my  flrst  business  interview  with  his  excellency  the  gover- 
nor took  place,  by  appointment,  Wednesday,  January  16,  after  which  I  had  interviews 
with  him  each  day  for  an  entire  week.  In  alf  these  discussions  his  excellency  manifested 
a  most  friendly  spirit  and  an  exceeding  anxiety  to  dispose  of  the  business  in  hand  to 
my  satisfaction.  *  *  *  We  discussed  the  whole  business  in  hand  from  its  origin 
In  the  mob  of  July  12, 1881,  down  to  the  present,  with  the  utmost  candor  and  thorough- 
ness and  yet  with  mutual  good  nature.  Upon  my  part  I  assured  his  excellency,  at 
our  first  interview,  that  my  mission  to  Chinanfoo  had  but  one  object,  which  was  to 
dispose  of  the  case  in  question  in  a  spirit  of  the  utmost  conciliation  and  forbearance  ; 
that  my  desire  was  not  to  obstruct  but  to  facilitate  a  settlement,  and  that  I  should 
demand  nothing  unreasonable  or  beyond  his  powers  to  grant.  He  wan  also  plainly 
assured  that  I  should  not  ask  the  restitution  to  the  missionaries  of  the  property  origi- 
nally purchased  by  them,  as  I  did  not  believe  that  such  a  demand,  even  if  willingly 
complied  with,  would,  in  view  of  popular  feeling:,  really  conserve  the  intereste  at 
stake.  His  excellency  appeared  greatly  relieved  by  this  assurance.  But  it  was  also 
added  that,  this  concession  being  made  on  our  part  fireely  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
Chinese,  we  ought  to  expect,  and  would  indeed  insist,  that  our  demands  in  all 
other  particulars  should  be  fully  and  promptly  met,  and  we  thus  be  shown  that  oar 
forbearance  in  waiving  our  rights  to  the  original  premises  was  appreciated. 

His  excellency  replied  that  his  greatest  anxiety  had  been  lest  I  should  insist  upon 
the  rendition  of  the  original  property,  which  could  not  have  been  acceded  to  by 
him  except  at  the  risk  of  anotner  popular  uprising.  Since,  however,  I  had  spoken 
in  so  conciliatory  a  manner  upon  tnat  point,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring  me 
that  all  other  demands  would  be  met  without  hesitation  or  reserve. 

His  excellency  had  secnred  two  different  premises,  of  which  he  offered  the  choice 
as  in  exchange  for  the  original  purchase,  and  after  the  interview  of  JAnnary  17 1  made 
a  careful  inspection  of  each  in  person.  The  missionaries  also  examined  them  at  my 
request. 

As  a  result  of  our  conferences  I  submitted  to  his  excellency,  at  our  interview  of  Jan- 
nary  18,  a  memorandum  in  which  I  proposed,  under  certain  conditions,  to  accept,  on 
behalf  of  1  he  missionaries,  one  of  the  premises  offered. 

To  this  his  excellency  submitted  a  counter-memorandum  on  the  19th. 

An  examination  of  this  rejoinder  will  show  you  at  once  that  the  governor  substan- 
tially accepted  all  my  conditions  with  one  exception.  He  insisted  that  the  mission- 
aries should  pay  the  legal  tax  on  the  deed  for  the  new  premises,  as  they  should  have 
done  (but  had  not)  upon  the  premises  first  bought. 

As  the  amount  involved  was  only  some  110  (Mexican)  dollars,  I  yielded  this  point 
without  a  question. 
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In  order  to  bring  tho  business  into  a  formal  sbape,  response  was  made  to  the  gov- 
ernor's connter-memorandnm  in  the  shape  of  an  official  dispatch,  copy  of  which  yoa 
will  find  herewith.  In  it  the  points  of  agreement  were  summarized,  and  his  excellency 
was  requested  to  state  whether  he  accepted  them,  and,  if  so,  to  name  an  early  day  for 
the  exchange  of  the  necessary  papers. 

His  response  was  made  on  the  20th  January.  He  accepted  the  terms  in  toto  and 
named  the  22d  as  the  day  for  concluding  the  business. 

Upon  that  date  I  received  from  the  governor  an  official  title-deed,  made  out  in  the 
names  of  the  missionaries,  for  the  new  premises,  together  with  a  bank  order  for  3,000 
taels,  the  amount  agreed  upon  to  be  paid  as  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  two 
properties,  and  I  delivered  to  his  excellency  the  title-deed  of  the  premises  first  pnr- 
ehftjsed  and  83. 10  taels,  the  amount  of  tax  on  the  transfer  of  the  property.  Immedi- 
ately after  this  interview  the  district  magistrate  went  in  person  and  formally  deliv- 
ered the  new  premises  to  Messrs.  Murray  and  Hunter,  wno,  at  my  request,  were  in 
waiting  to  take  possession  of  them.  The  interchange,  upon  the  same  day,  of  formal 
notes  between  his  excellency  the  govenior  and  myself  brought  this  case  to  a  con- 
elusion. 

Upon  my  part  Messrs.  Murray  and  Hunter  were  also  formally  addressed  in  a  note, 
reciting  the  points  of  my  agreement  with  the  Chinese  authorities,  and  inclosing  the 
title-deeds  to  the  new  property  and  the  bank  note  for  3,000  taels. 

I  may  add  further  that  these  gentlemen  were  consulte<l  fully  and  frankly,  and  they 
assented  to  the  wisdom  of  the  various  conclusions  reached  by  me. 

Haviuff  thus  accomplished  the  object  of  my  mission,  I  exchanged  leave-taking 
calls  with  his  excellencv  the  governor  upon  the  V3d  January  and  set  out  upon  my 
return  to  this  city  the  allowing  day. 

There  are  one  or  two  points  embodied  in  this  report  upon  which  a  word  of  expla- 
nation may  perhaps  be  necessary. 

The  question  of  the  cemetery  lot  does  not  appear  in  the  earlier  correspondence  in 
this  case.  It  hasj  in  fact,  never  been  formally  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  le- 
gation. 

It  had,  however,  caused  our  citizens  at  Chinaufoo  much  trouble  and  anxiety,  and, 
at  their  request,  it  was  bought  forward  in  my  negotiations  with  the  governor. 

The  sum  of  3,000  taels  paid  bv  the  Chinese  authorities  was,  in  my  opinion,  a  larger 
amount  than  this  legation  could  with  reason  have  insisted  on  as  representing  an 
actual  difference  between  the  value  of  the  premises  orlginallv  purchased  and  those 
accepted  in  exchange.  Indeed,  after  personal  inspeotiuu  of  both  properties,  I  had 
&xed  upon  the  sum  of  2,000  taels  as  the  proper  equivalent.  But  MoHhrs.  Murray  and 
Hunter  urged,  with  some  show  of  reason,  a  difference  in  the  value  of  the  two  locations, 
And  also  the  fact  that  they  might  with  Justice  claim  some  considerable  sum  in  compen- 
aation  for  the  delay  of  two  and  a  half  years  during  which  they  had  been  deprived  of 
the  use  of  the  premises  bought. 

Moved  by  these  considerations,  I  inserted  in  my  first  memoranda  a  claim  for  3^000 
taels,  but  was  prepared  to  yield  somewhat  upon  it  in  case  the  Chinese  authorities  raised 
serious  objections.  But  to  my  gratification  his  excellency  the  governor  accepted  the 
sum  named  at  once,  saying  in  personal  conversation,  **  I  know  there  is  no  such  dif- 
ference in  the  values  of  the  two  properties,  but  you  have  come  a  lone  distance  to  settle 
this  business  and  shown  yourself  very  reasonable  and  friendly ;  and,  further,  I  have  a 
great  regard  for  the  Protestant  missionaries;  I  know  that  they  are  doing  a  good 
work,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  them  a  few  hundred  taels  more  than  strict  jus^ 
tioe  would  demand.'' 

Since  his  excellency,  therefore,  yielded  this  point  so  promptlv  and  gracefully,  I  saw 
no  reason  for  modifying  the  demands  as  made  at  the  request  ot  the  missionaries. 

I  should  do  injustice  as  well  to  my  own  feelings  as  to  the  authorities  of  the  provinces 
of  Chihli  and  Shantung  did  I  close  this  report  without  calling  special  attention  to 
the  verv  marked  and  unusual  courtesies  extended  to  me  along  the  route  of  my  journey 
by  the  local  authorities  and  in  the  city  of  Chinaufoo  by  the  governor.  As  I  was  on 
the  point  of  leaving  Tien-Tsin  his  excellency  Li  Hung  Chang  sent  a  secretary  to  say 
to  me  that  he  had  informed  the  governor  of  Shantung  of  my  movements,  and  had  also 
instructed  his  subordinates  on  so  much  of  my  route  as  lay  within  the  province  of 
Chihli  to  show  me  all  possible  attention.  The  effects  of  this  act  of  thoughtful  cour- 
tesy were  at  once  apparent.  The  local  officials  secured  in  advance  for  me  the  best 
inns  at  each  point  where  I  stopped,  whether  for  the  night  or  for  the  mid-day  meal, 
fitted  them  up  with  rugs,  carpets,  cushions,  and  curtains,  sent  cooks  and  servants  to 
see  that  my  food  was  rt* ady  tor  me,  and  in  many  instances  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  district,  equivalent  to  the  mayor  of  one  of  our  cities,  came  in  person  to  meet  me, 
to  pay  his  respects  and  to  make  sure  by  his  presence  that  his  arrangements  for  my 
comfort  were  properly  executed.  A  military  escort  of  never  less  than  twenty  persons 
and  more  frequently  numbering  fifty  or  sixty,  equally  divided  between  cavalry  and 
infantry,  accompanied  me  trom  point  to  point,  being  exchauffcd  at  each  district  city 
i^m  Tien-Tsin  to  Chinaufoo.    A  similar  escort  was  furnished  upon  my  return.    At  a 
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distance  of  some  five  miles  from  Chinaufoo  I  was  met  by  an  aid  to  the  governor,  sent 
to  brin^  me  the  compliments  of  his  excellency  and  to  say  that  he  had  s^nt  his  own 
sedan  cnair  out  for  me,  and  he  begged  me  to  make  use  of  it  in  entering  the  city,  as  it 
was  more  comfortable  than  the  *'  mule-litter''  in  which  I  was  traveling.  At  the  point 
where  the  governor's  sedan  chair  was  waiting  for  me  two  regiments  of  soldiers  were 
paraded  and  salutes  were  tired  in  my  honor.  An  immense  concourse  of  people  had  as- 
sembled here,  as  it  had  been  known  throughout  the  city  for  several  days  that  I  was 
coming  and  the  populace  seemed  to  have  taken  a  holiday  in  order  to  see  the  '*  for- 
eign official.''  Chinese  said  that  20,000  people  were  gathered,  but  probably  10,000 
would  be  nearer  the  mark.    They  were  very  curious,  but  pei*fectly  quiet  and  respectful. 

On  reaching  the  city  I  found  that  the  governor  had  taken  an  entire  inn  for  my  ac- 
commodation, fitted  it  up  thoroughly  in  accordance  with  Chinese  ideas  of  comfort, 
and  had  sent  his  own  cook  and  major  domo,  with  a  great  retinue  of  attendants  of 
various  grades,  some  thirty  persons  in  all,  to  wait  upon  me.  These  servants  remained 
in  attendance  during  the  entire  period  of  my  stay  m  Chinaufoo,  and  my  meals  were 
furnished  me  constantly  from  the  governor's  kitchen. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  would  much  ha^e  preferred  to  make  my  journey  in  a  more 
quiet  and  unpretentious  style,  and  as  I  had  a  sufficient  number  of  my  own  servants  in 
company  for  all  my  wants,  that  such  a  retinue  was  more  or  less  of  an  embarrassment. 
I  endeavored,  bO  far  as  could  be  with  safety  to  my  mission,  to  avoid  so  large  an  escort 
en  route  to  Chinaufoo,  but  it  was  quite  useless  to  ask  the  local  authorities  to  excuse  ine 
from  accepting  it.  They  had  their  orders  from  the  governor  and  knew  well  that  not 
even  my  request  and  protestation  against  so  much  display  would  serve  to  shield  theui 
from  any  fail  ure  to  obey  his  mandate.  In  a  similar  manner  I  endeavored  at  Chinaufoo 
to  induce  the  governor  to  withdraw  his  large  retinue  of  servants  from  my  inn  and  to 
allow  my  own  attendants  to  wait  upon  me.  But  his  excellency,  an  exceedingly  amia- 
ble and  courteous  old  gentleman,  was  evidently  influenced  by  two  motives,  one  to 
show  me  how  magnificently  courteous  a  Chinese  official  could  be  when  he  cared  to  make 
the  effort,  and,  second,  and  probably  the  more  important  motive,  to  show  his  own  peo- 
ple in  a  quiet  but  most  effective  manner  the  regard  and  honor  in  which  he  and  his 
Government  held  the  officials  of  the  United  States.  Hence  he  had  cause<l  me  to  be 
treated  in  all  respects  as  though  I  were  an  imperial  commissioner  of  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  China.  And  hence  I  found  that  to  press  my  protestations  and  excuses  be- 
yond a  certain  point  would  wound  the  kindly  leelings  of  the  governor  and  endanger 
the  success  of  my  mission,  by  arousing  in  his  iniud  the  suspiciou  that  I  either  did  not 
know  how  to  appreciate  such  courtesies  or  thiit  I  objected  to  the  receipt  of  favors  at 
his  hand  because  I  was  in  an  aggressive  mood.  It  seemed  best,  therefore,  to  accept 
these  attentions  quietly  and  in  tne  spirit  they  were  offered. 

I  have  dwelt  at  length  upon  this  phase  of  my  mission  to  Chinaufoo  because  it  had. 
an  important  bearing  upon  the  results  of  that  mission,  and  because,  so  fur  as  can  be 
learned,  it  is  entirely  without  precedent,  no  foreign  official  traveling,  whether  on 
businessor  pleasure,  lu  the  interior  of  China,  having  received  such  excessive  court«ay 
before.  And  it  is  safe  to  assume,  as  among  the  most  important  of  its  valuable  result^ 
that  it  will  efi'ect  a  radical  change  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  an  entire  province 
as  to  the  feelings  of  the  Chinese  Government  towards  foreign  officials. 

Heretofore  those  people  have  believed,  with  or  without  reason,  that  in  his  secret 
heart  every  Chinese  official  had  a  contempt  tor  foreigners  of  all  classes,  hat  now  the 
populace  of  one  province  have  been  shown  in  a  practical  and  striking  manner  that 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  is  held  by  the  highest  authority  of  the  province  in  equal 
honor  with  an  officer  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor.  The  effects  of  this  lesson  cannot 
fail  to  be  lasting  and  valuable. 

Trusting  that  my  action  as  herein  recited  will  meet  with  your  approval  and  that 
of  the  Department  of  State, 
I  have,  &c,j 

CHESTER  HOLCOMBE. 


No.  43. 
ilfr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  427.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  April  16, 1884.    (Eeceived  June  23.) 
SiE:  As  a  further  refereoce  to  my  dispatch  No.  407,  of  March  31,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Consul  Seymour,  at  Canton,  show- 
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iDg  the  temper  of  the  people  and  the  condition  of  afi'airs  in  Southern 
China. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


Llnclosore  in  No.  427.  ] 

Mr,  Seymour  to  Mr,  Young, 
No.  66.  ]  •  March  22, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  iDform  yon  that  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Sonthern  China 
is  not  altogether  indicative  of  tranquillity,  althongh  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Canton  everything  seems  to  he  qniet.  The  two  events  which  aie  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  mention  at  tbe  present  time  are  the  effects  of  the  military  operations  result- 
ing in  the  capture  of  Bachninh  hy  the  French  forces,  and  the  progress  of  the  Chinese 
rebellion  near  Uwai  Chow,  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  province  of  Kwangtung^ 
from  both  of  which  points  full  and  reliable  information  was  this  day  received  in  Can- 
ton, although  rumors  had  reached  here  early  in  the  week. 

Bachninh  was  captured  and  occupied  by  the  French  forces  on  the  evening  of  Wednes- 
day, 12th  instant,  without  much  of  a  conflict,  the  total  losses  of  both  sides  naving  been 
less  than  one  hundred  men,  and  about  equally  divided. 

From  all  accounts  of  a  reliable  nature  it  seems  to  have  been  an  empty  and  unex- 
pectedly unimportant  victory  for  the  French,  as  tbe  total  population  at  and  about 
Bachninh,  a  week  before  its  evacuation  by  the  natives,  numbered  over  25,000,  all  of 
whom  have  retired  or  retreated  further  into  the  interior,  the  first  stand  being  located 
at  Thainquyen,  with  a  more  remote  and  formidable  point  called  Langson,  toward 
which  places  the  French  forces  are  understood  to  be  slowly  advancing. 

The  French  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  Pluvier,  Lynx,  L^pard,  Aspic,  Trombe,  and 
and  Caroline,  and  several  launches  and  Junks  laden  with  supplies,  &c.,  found  the  river 
barrica<led  at  Langson  by  stone  and  sunken  junks. 

As  a  distance  of  80  miles  has  to  be  traversed  between  Bachninh  and  the  nearest  of 
the  two  places  to  which  tbe  hostile  forces  are  moving,  it  is  obvious  that  the  French 
inoor  the  danger  and  inconvenience  of  operating  very  far  from  their  base  of  opera- 
tions ;  but  as  the  natives  have  not  yet  manifested  any  ability  to  offer  any  resistance 
to  tbe  French  forces, jDxcept  to  impede  navigation,  possibly  the  progress  of  the  latt-er 
will  be  undisputed. 

In  the  mean  time  there  is  every  reasonable  pronpect  that  the  Chinese  frontier  may 
be  the  scene  of  occurrences  which  will  ultimately  bring  the  French  and  Chinese  armies 
into  conflict,  which  must  result  disastrously  to  the  Chinese,  wbo;ie  regiments,  encum- 
bered with  banners, pikes,  poles,  and  spears,  and  with  inferior  arms,  aud  destitute  of 
discipline,  so  far  as  I  could  discern  during  their  passage  through  Canton,  are  impotent 
against  well-disciplined  soldiers  of  Europe  or  America. 

When  Sentai  was  captured  by  the  French,  the  natives  of  Canton  were  made  to  be- 
lieve that  the  French  had  been  mercilessly  slaughtered  immediately  after  occupying 
that  place ;  and  last  week  Canton  was  assured  and  happy  over  the  prevalent  rumor 
that  the  French  had  been  enticed  and  entrapped  into  Bachninh,  and  soon  after  the 
natives  completely  slaughtered  their  invaders.     *     •    • 

When  it  was  reported  that  Bachninh  had  been  captured  there  was  no  great  ex- 
citement in  Canton,  and  the  general  remark  was,  '*  We  do  not  care,  if  the  French 
keep  away  from  Canton." 

Tne  rebels  at  and  about  Hwai  Chow,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  province  of 
K wangtung,  are  being  re-enforced,  the  number  of  active  rebels  now  numbering  about 
10,000  men. 

As  yet  the  Government  troops  have  not  attacked  the  chief  position  of  the  rebels. 

On  Snnday,  16th  instant,  at  Pak  Mong  Fu  there  was  a  conflict,  resulting  in  the 
low  of  200  men  and  wounding  Tang  On  Pang,  the  mandarin  in  command  of  tne  Gov- 
ernment forces. 

The  Hakka  portion  of  the  soldiers  brought  from  Canton  dispersed.  The  attack  on 
the  rebels  was  made  by  soldiers  from  Funam. 

The  Triad  Society,  which  is  supposed  to  be  helping  the  rebels,  is  rapidly  increasing 
in  nnmbers,  as  the  people  of  Southern  China  are  convinced  there  will  be  seriouH 
trouble. 

The  information  regarding  the  troubles  in  the  region  of  Hwai  Chow  is  derived  from 
a  verr  tmstworthy  German  missionary.  Rev.  £.  K.  Eichler,  of  the  London  mission, 
who  has  passed  the  last  month  in  the  vicinity  of  the  disturbances,  and  who  returned 
to  Canton  this  afternoon,  via  Hong-Kong. 
I  am,  &c.. 

CHAKLES  SEYMOUR, 

Consul, 
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No.  44. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Young. 

No  267.]  Department  of  State, 

.Washingtofiy  April  18,  1884. 

Sir:  Your  No.  350,  of  the  llth  of  February  last,  concerning  the 
threatened  obstruction  of  the  Canton  River  by  the  viceroy  of  the  prov- 
ince, as  a  defensive  war  measure,  has  been  received  and  read  with 
much  attention. 

The  report  of  your  conference  with  the  yamfen  on  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary presents  very  clearly  the  embarrassments  which  attend  any  at- 
tempt to  make  clear  to  the  Chinese  Government  the  relations  of  the 
treaty  powers  to  each  other  in  regard  to  this  question. 

In  your  interview  with  the  yamen  you  closely  anticipated  the  tenor 
of  my  telegraphic  instruction  of  the  22d  of  January.  Had  that  telegram 
been  before  you  it  might  possibly  have  furnished  you  with  a  reply  to  an 
argument  frequently  put  forth  by  the  ministers  of  the  yam^n,  that  the 
neutral  powers  should  show  their  friendship  for  China  by  preventing 
France  from  attacking  China  without  proper  previous  notice  of  inten 
tion  to  do  so.  This  is,  as  you  wiU  have  seen,  almost  exactly  the  ground 
taken  by  the  United  States. 

The  real  issue  seems  to  have  been  very  succinctly  put  by  Chang-ta- 
jen  in  the  interview  of  the  following  day  with  Sir  Harry  Parkes.  "If," 
said  he,  ^^  China  could  be  certain  that  France  would  be  guided  by  the 
laws  of  war  in  her  future  action,  and  an  authoritative  assurance  could 
be  obtained  from  any  quarter  that  France  would  not  attack  (the  open 
ports)  without  due  notice,  Chang-ta-j^n  would  promise,  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, that  the  obstructions  at  Canton  should  be  removed.^^ 

The  gravity  of  the  question  seems  to  have  been  removed  in  a  great 
measure  by  the  assurance  given  by  the  yamSn  that  a  channel  6f  over 
100  feet  in  width  would  be  left  in  both  channels  for  the  convenience  of 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  an  assurance  which  Chang-ta-j^n  seems 
afterwards  to  have  still  further  extended  to  150  feet,  as  appears  from 
the  telegram  from  the  British  consul  at  Canton  to  Sir  Harry  Parkes  of 
January  26. 

Even,  however,  under  this  favorable  modification,  the  obstruction  to 
the  channel  at  Canton  and  Whampoa  can  only  be  tolerated  as  a  tem- 
porary measure,  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  special  occasion  therefor 
shall  have  passed,  and  under  no  circumstances  to  be  admitted  as  a 
precedent  for  setting  obstacles  to  open  navigation  at  the  treaty  ports 
in  time  of  peace,  under  pretext  of  being  intended  for  ultimate  strategic 
defense  in  the  contingency  of  future  war. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  45. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  462.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PeJcing,  June  18, 1884.    (Received  August  4.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Department,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  from  Mr.  Consul  Shepard, 
at  Hankow,  and  a  copy  of  my  response. 
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Mr.  Shepard  calls  my  atteDtion  to  the  refusal  of  Chinese  officials  in 
the  interior  to  recognize  transit  passes ;  to  attempts  made  by  them  to 
levy  lekin  and  other  taxes  upon  goods  covered  by  transit  passes ;  he 
points  out  the  injurious  effect  of  such  action  upon  our  trade,  and  asks 
for  the  energetic  intervention  of  the  legation. 

The  subject  thus  brought  up,  by  no  means  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  legation,  is  one  of  grave  importance,  and,  as  Mr.  Shepard 
has  been  informed,  will  have  serious  attention. 

But  in  my  reply  I  have  felt  obliged  to  express  a  divergence  of  opinion 
upon  one  point  raised  in  Mr.  Shepard's  dispatch,  and  it  is  to  that  point 
alone  that  at  the  moment  I  beg  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

With  his  dispatch  were  forwarded  no  less  than  thirty -four  transit 
passes  issued  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Burnett,  an  American  citizen,  and  rejected 
by  Chinese  officials  in  the  interior.  In  reference  to  these  Mr.  Shepard 
remarks : 

I  do  no  claim  that  Mr.  Burnett  actually  owned  the  ^oods  (covered  by  these  thirty- 
four  passes,)/^  he  undoubtedly  acta  for  native  IraderSt  at)  I  have  explained  in  a  former  com- 
nionication.  But  that  should  make  no  difference  tu  ibe  treatment  of  passes  inward, 
siuce  no  distinction  is  made  between  natives  and  foreigners  in  the  protection  the  cer- 
tificates warrant. 

Upon  this  point  I  have  replied  to  Mr.  Shepard  that,  in  ray  opinion, 
we  cannot  ignore  the  fact,  if  such  a  fact  is  known,  that  American  mer- 
chants are  acting  for  Chinese  principals,  and  are  not  themselves  the  bona 
fide  owners  of  the  merchandise  covered  and  protected  by  transit  passes 
taken  out  by  them ;  and  I  have  pointed  out  that,  in  the  constantly  re- 
curring discussion  of  the  transi^pass  system  between  the  Government 
of  China  and  foreign  representatives,  the  former  has  always  insisted 
and  the  latter  admitted  that  under  the  treaties  transit  certificates  can 
only  be  used  legitimately  by  foreigners  to  cover  and  protect /orei^-ow^nerf 
merchandise. 

The  entire  transit-pass  system  is  a  creation  of  the  treaties  between 
China  and  foreign  powers.  It  was  devised,  not  for  the  advantage  of 
Chinese  merchants,  but  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  exporters  and  import- 
^ers,  by  the  substitution  of  a  fixed  internal  tarifi:'in  place  of  the  uncertain- 
ties and  irregularities  of  the  Chinese  interior  and  local  systems  of  taxa- 
tion. That  commerce  would  be  largely  oenefited  by  the  extension  of  the 
transit-pass  system  to  Chinese  merchants  is  no  doubt  true,  but  that  is 
a  question  between  the  Government  of  China  and  its  subjects,  with 
which  we  cannot  interfere.  Wecertainly  ought  not  to  allow  our  people 
toconnive  with  subjects  of  this  Empire  in  seeking  by  surreptitious  means 
to  secure  advantages  to  which  they  are  not  legitimately  entitled. 

The  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the  transit-pass  system  to  pro- 
dace  the  good  results  expected  of  it  cannot,  1  fear,  be  lai'i  wholly  upon 
the  Chinese.  It  is,  on  the  one  hand,  true  that  local  Chinese  officials  ig- 
nore and  repudiate  transit  passes,  and  thus  violate  the  express  provis- 
ions of  treaty;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  at  sev- 
eral of  the  ports  are  foreigners,  merchants  so  called,  but  with  neither 
capital  nor  connection,  who  lend  or  sell  their  names  to  native  firms  in 
the  use  of  transit  passes,  thereby  enabling  the  latter  to  evade  the  laws 
of  the  Empire,  Hankow,  as  a  port,  has  long  been  notorious  for  this 
form  of  abuse  of  the  transit-pass  system,  and  by  Mr.  Shepard's  declara- 
tion it  appears  that  Mr.  Burnett  has  been  doing  this  sort  of  work  for 
Chinese  merchants. 

The  whole  system  sadly  needs  revision  and  readjustment,  but  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  that  the  Government  of  China  will  take  efficient  meas- 
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urea  to  pat  an  eud  to  the  Tiolations  of  the  treaties  by  its  local  officers 
in  this  direction  until  it  has  a  practical  assurance  that  forei^  powers 
will  no  lonprer  permit  abuses  of  the  privilege  by  their  people. 

In  this  view  the  question  raised  as  to  the  right  of  American  citizens 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  used  as  figure-he«uis  or  men  of  straw  by 
Chinese  merchants,  in  taking  out  transit  passes,  becomes  of  very  serious 
importance,  and  upon  it  I  beg  to  receive  the  instructions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  BUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Inclosnre  1  in  No.  462.] 

Mr,  Shepard  to  Mr,  Young, 
No.  95.]  April?,  1884. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  90  I  referred  to  the  interforence  with  transit  passes  inward  by 
lekin  officials  at  points  distant  from  Hankow,  by  which  foreign  goods  were  deprived  of 
the  benefits  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  passes,  and  were  consequently  subjected 
to  an  unjust  taxation  m  route,  thereby  largely  increasing  the  cost  of  foreign  products, 
to  be  borne  by  the  native  consumer.  The  effect  of  such  a  course  must  be  only  prej- 
udicial to  trade,  acting  directly  to  prevent  and  curtail  commerce  in  articles  from 
foreign  countries.  Such  is,  moreover,  an  unc^uestionable  violation  of  treaty  provisions^ 
as  conceded  by  the  tsung-li  yam^u  in  their  letter  to  the  Chinese  ministers  abroad^ 
which  unequivocally  recognizes  the  fact  that  such  certificates  *' cover  goods  ftom.  a 
treaty  port  to  a  place  named  in  the  certificate,  exempting  them  tVom  all  taxes  en 
route,'' 

This  matter,  with  other  cfibrts  to  interfere  with  foreign  trade  inland,  has  been  for- 
merly reported  to  the  legation,  its  importance  has  been  recognized,  and  a  willingness 
expressed  to  use  all  proper  efforts  to  secure  a  reform  of  abuses.  But  at  the  outset  the 
purpose  was  weakened  and  reformatory  resnlts  prevented  from  the  lack  of  positive 
proof  of  native  irregularities.  No  doubt  has  ever  been  expressed  of  the  trnth  of  my 
allegations,  but  in  the  lack  of  collateral  proof  to  sustain  them  definite  action  on  the 
part  of  the  legation  was  scarcely  possible,  and  I  was  asked  to  watch  for  such  proof. 
While  perfectly  assured  of  the  facts.  I  have  never  until  now  been  able  to  secure  such 
positive  evidence  as  cannot  be  denied  l»y  local  officials  and  some  subterfuge  brought 
forward  to  evade  the  conclusion  of  their  undeniable  hostility  to  the  introduction  of 
foreign  manufactures  into  the  Empire.  I  now  have  indubitable  proof  of  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  authority  and  force  of  inland-transit  passes,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  trans- 
mit the  facts  and  evidence  for  the  attention  of  your  excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  no  less  than  thirty-four  passes,  pasted  and  at- 
tached together  in  one  mass,  and  in  this  form  returned  to  .1.  N.  Burnett,  the  Amerieau 
shipper  of  goods  from  this  port.  I  do  not  claim  that  Burnett  actually  owned  the 
goods,  for  he  undoubtedly  acts  for  native  traders,  as  I  have  explained  in  a  former 
communication.  But  that  should  make  no  difference  in  the  treatment  of  passes  in- 
ward, since  no  distiuction  is  made  between  natives  and  foreigners  in  the  protectioi» 
the  certificates  warrant. 

Inspection  of  the  returned  passes  will  show  that  they  were  stopped  and  taken  up. 
at  Yochow,  a  tax-barrier  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tung  Ting  Lake.  The  officials  there 
detain  boats  with  foreign  goods  for  an  indefinite  period,  until  a  number  of  passes  for 
the  same  destination  are  collected,  and  from  that  point  onward  to  the  end  of  the  tran- 
sit the  goods  are  forwarded  unaccompauied,  and  of  course  unprotected,  by  the  passes, 
that  should  be  with  each  separate  lot  of  merchandise.  They  are,  therefore,  exposed 
to  lekin  taxation  at  every  subsequent  barrier  passed.  I  have  made  investigation  of 
the  contingent  circumstances,  to  discover  them  as  accurately  as  possible,  and  find  the 
following  to  be  the  facts : 

1.  The  goods  sent  by  the  route  in  question  are  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  piece^oods  of 
American  and  British  manufacture. 

2.  There  are  several  long  routes  l^eyond  the  Tung  Ting  Lake  over  which  transit 
goods  are  conveyed,  some  of  them  being  land  routes.  One  leads  southwest  to  Kwei- 
chow,  and  the  other  to  the  southern  part  of  Lzechuen.  Dnrinff  the  summer  months^ 
when  the  Yangtsze  is  in  flood,  the  latter  is  closed  for  a  time.  My  information  is  that 
on  both  routes  there  are  several  tax-barriers  that  the  goods  must  pass,  and  as  the 
transit  certificates  are  separated  from  the  goods  at  Yochow,  it  follows  that  they  are 
unprotected  for  the  entire  distance  beyond,  and  lekin  taxes  are  most  undoubtedly  col- 
lected at  every  barrier,  in  aocordanoe  with  Chinese  custom  in  similar  oases. 
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3.  The  amoQnt  of  such  taxation  I  have  been  nnable  to  learn,  as  It  is  of  course  kept 
eonrealed  by  the  officials  interested;  but  traders  here  admit  that  it  exceeds  the  hsdf 
iutj  originally  paid  for  the  transit  pass  to  clear  the  goods. 

ne  effect  npon  trade  inland  will  be  obvious,  and  it  requires  no  argument  to  induce 
^oor  excellency  to  take  up  a  matter  so  important  to  American  interests,  and  I  leave 
It  in  yoor  bands,  confident  of  wise  action. 

Id  regard  to  tea  passes,  I  may  add,  for  your  information,  that,  on  the  request  of  both 
Mr.  Burnett  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  I  nav6  recently  applied  for  the  issue  of  them. 

The  answer  of  the  taotai  to  the  applications  in  both  cases  is  that  when  the  miss- 
mg,  passes  for  previous  years  are  returned  those  now  asked  for  will  be  issued. 

The  inference  is  that  none  will  be  issued  to  the  applicants  till  then,  and  as  their 
return  is  impossible,  the  decision  is  in  effect  a  refusal  to  issue  at  all. 
I  am,  &o., 

ISAAC  F.   SHEPARD, 

Con9uh 


[iDclosare  2  in  No.  462.] 

Mr.  Toung  to  Mr.  Shepard. 
No.  41.]  June  17,  1884. 

Sim :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  No.  95.  The  subject  to  which 
it  refers  will  have  careful  consideration. 

I  may  say,  however,  that  I  do  not  share  your  opinion  that  we  can  ignore  the  fact, 
if  such  a  fact  is  known,  that  American  merchants  are  acting  for  Chinese  principals 
and  are  not  themselves  the  bona  fide  owners  of  the  merchandise  covered  and  protected 
>>7  tiansit  passes.  ^ 

Whfle  it  is  true,  as  you  say,  that  the  tsung-li  yamdn,  m  its  circular  to  Chinese  min- 
irteis  abroad,  did  recognize  the  fact  that  transit  certificates  '*  cover  goods  from  a 
treaty  port  to  a  place  named  in  the  certificate,  exempting  them  from  all  taxes  en 
nmU,^  It  is  also  true  that  the  circular  referred  to  maintains  with  equal  plainness  that 
Doder  the  treaties  such  certificates  can  only  be  used  legitimately  by  foreigners  to 
cover  and  protect  foreign-owned  merchandise. 

This  interpretation  of  the  treaties  has  always  been  stoutly  maintained  by  China, 
and,  to  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  never  been  disputed  by  any  foreign  Government.  A 
notable  case  may  be  found  in  the  files  of  your  own  ofiQce,  being  that  in  which  Mr.  A. 
Jenkins  claimed  damages  against  the  Chinese  Government  for  the  detention  of  goods 
QDdcr  transit  pass  in  1874-75,  and  in  which  this  legation  declined  to  press  his  claim 
ior  damages,  because  the  burden  of  evidence  went  to  show  that  he  was  not  the  owner 
of  the  goods  Id  question,  but  was  acting  for  Chinese  principals. 

I  ibail  have  occasion  to  address  you  further  upon  this  important  question  at  an 
nAy  moment. 
I  am,  &.c.f 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


No.  46. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Young. 

^0.316.]  Department  of  State, 

Wanhingtony  August  6, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  traDsmit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note*  from 
the  ebarg^  d'affaires  ad-  interim  of  China  here,  of  the  .Slst  altimo,  stat- 
ing that  twenty-four  Chinese  merchants,  with  proper  certificates  ander 
tke  law  of  May  6, 1882,  had  lately  arrived  at  San  Francisco,  and  had 
been  refosed  permission  to  land  because  of  a  non-compliance  with  the 
^w  of  July  5, 1884,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

As  ttieae  Chinese  were  at  sea  when  the  act  was  passed,  and  as  the 
^<m  which  they  arrived  sailed  on  her  return  voyage  the  7th  instant, 
I  honediately  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 

•  For  note  referred  to  see  page  112. 
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the  Treasury,  as  desired  by  the  Chinese  charge.  I  said  to  Mr.  Folger 
that  the  collector's  constraction  of  the  law  seemed  to  be  erroneoos,  and, 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  particular  case  {as  it  was  manifestly  im- 
possible for  the  Chinese  merchants  to  comply  with  a  law  which  wa«  not 
in  existence  when  they  departed  for  the  TJnited  States),  unnecessarily 
severe.  I  therefore  requested  him  to  telegraph  instructions  to  the  col- 
lector of  San  Francisco  permitting  them  to  land. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  the  31st  of  July  ultimo,  in  which  he  states  that  the  following 
telegram  has  been  sent  to  the  said  collector,  viz : 

Allow  twenty-four  Chinese  merchanta  wbo  arrived  at  your  port  on  28th  instant 
to  land,  without  exacting  evidence  required  by  act  of  July  5,  1884. 

I  have  had  pleasure  in  acquainting,  by  a  note  of  the  2d  instant,  the 
Chinese  charge  d'affaires  ad  interim  of  this  decision  of  the  Acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

In  conclusion  I  may  observe  that  consideration  is  now  being  given  to 
the  law  of  July  6, 1884,  which  prohibits  the  landing  of  Chinese  labor- 
ers at  any  port  or  place  in  the  tFnited  States  except  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion 4.  The  act  also  changes  somewhat  the  form  of  certificate  under 
which  this  privileged  class  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  may  go  from  and 
come  to  the  United  States.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  matter  is  finally 
determined,  you  will  be  given  copies  of  the  correspondence,  for  your  in- 
formation. " 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  47. 
ilr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Young. 

No.  320.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtofij  August  8, 1884. 

SiB:  Your  dispatch  No.  462,  of  June  18  last,  has  been  received  and 
read  with  attention.  It  presents  the  transit-pass  question  and  asks 
whether  American  citizens  can  legitimately  act  for  Chinese  principals 
in  the  use  of  such  passes. 

The  circumstances  reported  in  your  dispatch  represent  a  condition  of 
affairs  not  altogether  agreeable  to  contemplate,  and,  in  accordance  with 
your  desire,  I  may  observe  that  United  States  citizens  who  lend  or  sell 
their  names  to  native  fif  ms  in  China,  to  enable  such  firms  to  violate  the 
laws  of  that  Empire  by  the  use  of  transit  passes,  are  not  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  this  Government  in  any  case  arising  for  the  violation  of 
the  treaty  by  the  Chinese  local  authorities,  for  refusing  to  recognize  such 
passes,  when  the  goods  which  they  are  reported  to  cover  do  not  actually 
belong  to  our  citizens.  American  citizens  who  are  legitimately  engaged 
in  trade,  and  entitled  to  such  passes  for  themselves  and  their  wares, 
should  receive  every  measure  of  protection  due  to  their  just  complaint. 
But  transit  passes  should  only  be  used,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Depart- 
ment, by  our  citizens  in  China,  to  cover  and  protect  merchandise  act- 
ually owned  by  them.  Any  other  course  seems  to  be  not  only  opposed 
to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  granting  such  passes,  but  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  our  citizens  engaged  in  legitimate  trade. 

The  habit,  therefore,  of  obtaining  transit  passes  by  American  citizens 
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for  GhiDese  principals,  to  secure  for  them  advantages  to  which  they  are 
not  entitled  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  is  such  an  abuse  of  the 
privilege  as  not  only  to  justify  the  Chinese  authorities  in  refusing  to 
recognize  such  passes  when  irregularly  issued  or  obtained,  but  also  in 
declining  to  grant  additional  ones  to  those  found  guilty  of  such  pra<3 
tices. 

You  will,  therefore,  following  the  intent  of  this  instruction,  properlj 
«^)pri8e  Mr.  Shepard,  our  consul  at  Hankow,  of  the  \iews  of  the  De 
X>artment. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUTSEN. 


No.  48. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  FrelingJiuysen. 

No.  494.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking^  August  8, 1884.  (Received  September  22.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  recent  conven- 
tion between  China  and  France.  The  Department  will  note,  in  parallel 
columns,  a  translation  into  English  from  both  the  French  and  Chinese 
texts.  While  the  French  text  must  be  accepted  as  conveying  the  exact 
meaning  of  the  treaty,  the  variation  in  forms  of  expression  and  the 
evident  intent  of  the  writers  is  worthy  of  attention. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  RUSSELL  YOUNG. 


[Tnuislation.] 

The  Gk>vemment  of  the  Frenoh  Republic  and  His  Malesty  the  Emperor  of  China, 
beine  desirous,  by  meanaof  a  preliminary  convention,  the  terms  of  which  shali  serve 
as  a  oasis  for  a  definite  treaty,  to  put  an  end  to  a  crisis  which  to-day  gravely  aflfects 
the  public  tranquillity  and  the  general  movement  of  affairs,  and  to  re-establish  and 
secure  forever  those  relations  of  good  neighborliness  and  friendship  which  should 
exist  between  the  two  nations,  have  named  as  their  respective  plenipotentiaries,  that 
is  to  say.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  China,  his  excellency  Li  Hung  Chang,  senior 
tutor  presumptive  of  the  son  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  first  secretary  of  state, 
viceroy  of  Cbinli.  a  hereditary  noble  of  the  tirstclass  of  the  third  rank  ;  the  Qovemment 
>of  the  Frenoh  Republic,  Monsieur  Emest-FranyoisFournier,  frigate,  captain,  com- 
mander of  the  dispatch  vessel  Volta,  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  &c.,  who,  having 
exehaoged  their  rail  powers,  which  have  been  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
agieed  upon  the  following  articles : 

TRANSLATION  PROM  OFFICIAL    FRENCH  AND  CHINE8K  TEXTS  COMPARED. 

From  French  text.  From  Chinese  text 

Article  I.  Article  I. 

France  engag^es  herself  to  respect  and  Whatever  contingencies  may  arise,  also 
(o  defend,  against  every  nation  whatever  in  the  case  of  encroachment  by  other  na- 
and  in  all  circumstances,  the  southern  tions,  France  agrees  to  secure  and  pro- 
frontier  of  China  bordering  upon  Ton-  tect  the  southern  frontier  of  China  which 
quin.*  is  contiguous  to  Northern  Annam. 
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Article  II. 

The  Celestial  Empire,  reassnred  by  these 
formal  gnarantees  of  good  neighbor! iness 
which  are  given  by  France  respecting  the 
integrity  and  security  of  the  southern 
frontiers  of  China,  engages  itself: 

1st.  To,  as  soon  as  may  be,  withdraw  to 
its  own  frontiers  the  Chinese  garrison  of 
Tonqnin. 

2d.  To  respect  in  the  present  and  future 
the  treaties  made  or  which  shall  be  made 
directly  between  France  and  the  court  of 
Hu^. 

Article  III. 

In  recognition  of  the  conci]iat4>ry  atti- 
tude of  the  Goveriiment  of  the  Celestial 
Empire,  and  as  a  tribute  to  the  patriotic 
wisdom  of  his  excellency  Li  Hung  Chang, 
negotiator  of  this  convention,  France  re- 
nounces her  demand  for  an  indemnity 
from  China.  In  return,  China  engages 
herself  to  admit,  throughout  the  entire 
extent  of  her  southern  frontiers  boi-der- 
ing  upon  Tonquin,  a  free  commercial 
traffic  as  between  Annam  and  France  on 
the  one  part  and  China  on  the  other,  said 
traffic  to  be  regulated  by  a  commercial 
treaty  and  a  tariff,  which  shall  be  made  in 
the  most  conciliatory  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  Chinese  negotiators  and  in  terms  as 
advantageous  as  possible  to  French  com- 
merce. 


Article  II. 

There  being  no  fear,  after  the  convinc- 
ing proofs  given  by  France,  of  that  ooan- 
try's  making  encroachments  or  canaing 
disturbances,  China  agrees  at  once  to  re- 
call to  her  own  frontier  all  her  troops 
now  stationed  in  Northern  Annam  ;  also, 
not  to  concern  herself  with  any  existing 
or  ftiture  treaties  between  France  and 
Annam. 


Article  III. 

Ingratitude  for  China's  wish  to  arrauge 
matters,  and  out  of  respect  for  the  earnest 
desire  shown  by  Li  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, France  is  willing  not  to  demand  any 
indemnity  from  China.  At  the  same  time 
China  promises  that,  on  her  frontier 
which  touches  Northern  Annam,  slie  will 
allow  French  and  Annamite  and  likewise 
Chinese  goods  to  come  and  go  and  be  dis- 
posed of  fully.  She  also  agrees  that  when 
she  sends  an  envoy  to  conclnde  the  de- 
tailed treaty,  he  shall  also  arrange  a 
tariff,  which  shall  be  exceedingly  liberal, 
and  which  will  thus  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  Ftenoh  and  Annamite  trade. 


Article  rv^ 

The  French  Government  engages  itself 
not  to  employ  any  expression  of  a  nature 
to  infringe  upon  the  prestige  of  the  Celes- 
tial Empire  in  the  enactment  of  a  definite 
treaty  which  shall  be  concluded  with  An- 
nam, and  which  shall  abrogate  former 
treaties  relative  to  Tonquin. 

Article  V. 

When  the  present  convention  shall  have 
been  signed,  the  two  Governments  will 
name  their  plenipotentiaries,  who  shall 
meet  within  a  period  of  three  months,  to 
elaborate  a  definite  treaty  upon  the  basis 
of  the  foregoing  articles. 

In  acco^ance  with  diplomatic  usage, 
the  French  text  shall  be  authoritative. 

Done  atTien-Tsin,  May  11, 1884(Knaiig 
Hsu,  IJth  year,  4th  moon,  17th  day),  in 
four  copies,  being  two  each  in  the  French 
and  Chinese  languages,  to  which  the  re- 
spective plenipotentiaries  have  affixed 
their  names  and  seals.  Each  plenipoten- 
tiary preserves  one  copy  of  each  text. 

The  Representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment OF  THE  French  Republic. 


Article  IV. 

France  agrees  that  in  future,  in  making 
or  altering  any  treaty  with  Annam,  she 
will  in  no  case  insert  expressions  deroga- 
tory to  the  prestige  or  dignity  of  China, 
and  she  will  aunnl  all  her  existing  trea- 
ties with  Annam  which  injurioosly  aflfect 
Tonquin. 

Article  V. 

This  convention  having  now  been 
si^ed  and  sealed,  the  two  powers  will, 
within  a  period  of  three  months,  appoint 
their  respective  plenipotentiaries,  who 
shall  conclnde  a  definite  treaty  upon  all 
thevarious points  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  French  and 
Chinese,  bein^  two  copies  of  each,  each 
party  preserving  one  set  as  proof. 

In  accordance  with  diplomatic  nsage, 
the  French  text  shall  be  regarded  as  cor- 
rect. 

May  11,  1884. 


The  Representative  of  the  Celes- 
tial Empire. 
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No.  49. 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[BxtrMt.1 

M.  495.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Fekingy  August  12,  1884. 
Sib  :  •  ♦  •  The  Cantonese  authorities  have  paid  $8,139  as  the 
cost  of  the  wharf  belonging  to  Messrs.  Bussell  &  Co.  destroyed  by  the 
Chinese  mob  in  the  riot  of  September,  1883.  This  payment  is  the  only 
one  that  has  been  made  of  the  various  claims,  and  I  cannot  but  com- 
mend to  the  Department  the  energy  and  ability  of  Mr.  Seymour,  the 

United  States  consul  at  Canton,  in  securing  its  adjustment 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  BUSSELL  YOUNG. 


No.  50. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Young. 

Ko.  322.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  14,  1884. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  note*  from  the  minister  of  China  here,  of  the  12th  ultimo,  complaining 
that  a  party  of  Chinese  laborers  bound  for  British  Columbia,  and  who 
arrived  at  San  Francisco  in  the  steamer  Bio  de  Janeiro  June  5  last, 
had  been  refused  permission  to  land  temporarily  by  the  customs  au- 
thorities at  San  Francisco.  I  add  also  a  copy  of  my  reply  addressed 
to  the  Chinese  charge  d'affaires  ad  interim. 

I  have  transmitted  copies  of  this  correspondence  to  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Treasury,  inviting  his  attention  to  section  4  of  the  amendatory  act 
of  July  5, 1884,  and  asking  that,  in  accordance  with  its  provisions,  his 
Department  would,  after  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, to  whom  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  Chi- 
nese laborers  in  transitu,  in  view  of  the  recent  legislation,  formulate 
the  necessary  certificate  permitting  privileged  Chinese  subjects  to  go 
from  and  come  to  the  United  States. 

Upon  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  apprising  you  of 'its  purport.    Meanwhile  I  add,  for  such 
use  as  you  may  find  needful,  a  dozen  copies  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884. 
I  am,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FBELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  51. 

Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  511.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  September  16, 1884.    (Beceived  November  3.) 
8iB:  There  has  been  much  discussion  in  our  diplomatic  body  as  to 
the  rights  and  duties  of  neutrals  during  present  complications  between 

*  For  note  referred  to  see  page  109. 
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China  and  France.  In  my  dispatch  No.  605,  dated  September  7, 1  iu- 
closed  a  decree  from  the  throne  which  appeared  in  the  Peking  Gazette. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  sach  a  proclamation  would  be  regarded 
as  indicative  of  the  actual  existence  of  war,  and  could  impose  upon  us 
the  duties  of  neutrals. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  from  the  prince,  with  whom  I  bave 
had  several  conversations,  any  declaration  to  the  eflfect  that  China  re- 
gards herself  at  war  with  France.  I  have  asked  for  an  official  copy  of 
the  decree,  but  the  answer  is  that  decrees  from  the  throne  are  domestic 
incidents  and  do  not  concern  legations. 

I  learn,  furthermore,  that  M.  Jules  Ferry  has  said  to  European  Gov- 
ernments that  France  does  not  regard  herself  as  at  war  with  China. 
A  proclamation  issued  by  M.  Jjcmaire,  consul-general  of  France  at 
Shanghai,  confirms  this  belief.  At  the  same  time  the  French  at  Keel- 
ung  forcibly  prevent  a  German  ship  from  landing  a  cargo,  and  the  cap- 
tain, in  doing  so,  avers  that  he  commits  a  "  belligerent  act." 

The  question  has  assumed  practical  shape  in  various  instances.  The 
consul-general  and  the  consul  at  Tien-Tsin  have  been  asked  whether 
American  ships  could  carry  munitions  of  war  for  Chinese.  I  have  in- 
structed them  that  until  war  is  declared  our  vessels  are  at  liberty  to 
carry  any  lawful  merchandise.  The  consul  at  Foo-Chow  writes  that  he 
has  forbidden  American  pilots  to  serve  on  French  ships.  I  have  said 
to  him  that  until  we  know  war  exists,  American  pilots  are  free  to  accept 
any  engagements. 

The  yam^n,  in  a  note  addressed  to  the  Japanese  legation,  asked  the 
Japanese,  to  refuse  coal  to  the  French  steamers.  The  same  request  was 
addressed  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  our  leg^a- 
tion.  The  especial  purpose  of  the  note  was  to  prevent  supplies  from 
being  furnished  at  Hong-Eong  and  Nagasaki.  I  made  no  reply  to  the 
note  beyond  a  simple  acknowledgment.  The  question  has  no  practical 
value  as  far  as  we  are  coniiemed. 

I  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  consensus  of  opinion  among  my 
colleagues.  I  presume  they  await  instructions  from  their  Governments. 
Sir  Harry  Parkes  gave  the  British  consul  at  Tien-Tsin  the  same  instruc- 
tions that  I  gave  Mr.  Smithers,  namely,  that  until  he  had  official  knowl- 
edge of  war  he  could  not  enter  upon  the  obligations  of  neutrality.  I 
suggested  to  Mr.  von  Brandt  that  the  diplomatic  body  might  unite  in 
a  request  to  the  Government  for  a  specific  declaration  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  war.  Mr.  von  Brandt  did  not  feel  that  he  could  do  this,  and, 
beyond  some  conversations  among  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  body 
of  an  informal  character,  there  has  been  no  action.  I  learn  from  the 
Japanese  minister  that  China,  through  the  Berlin  minister,  requested 
Germany  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  belligerency.  Prince  Bismarck 
answered  that  Germany,  before  doing  so,  must  have  an  assurance  from 
China  or  France  that  belligerency  existed.  This  assurance  China  re- 
fused to  give. 

I  am  most  anxious  that  Americans  in  China  should  preserve  an  exact 
neutrality  in  the  unhappy  event  of  war.  At  the  same  time  I  see  no 
reason  for  imposing  the  obligations  of  neutrality  upon  our  people  until 
we  know  that  war  exists.  If  China  and  France  desire  American  neu- 
trality, they  can  make  their  wishes  known  through  their  legations  in 
Washington. 

I  shall  take  no  action  looking  towards  the  acceptance  of  neutral  ob- 
ligations by  Americans  in  China  until  I  have  the  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  KUSSELL  YOUNG. 
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CORBESPONDBNCB  WITH   THE   LEGATION  OF   CHINA  AT 

WASHINGTON. 

No.  52. 

Mr.  Cheng  Tsao  Ju  to  Mr.  Frelinghuygen. 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington^  February  16,  1884.    (Received  February  16.) 

Sib  :  Beferring  to  a  conversation  which  took  place  on  the  11th  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  now  learned  that  my  Govern- 
ment has  temporarily  suspended  the  issue  of  certificates  to  those  Chinese 
subjects  who  by  rijfht  are  entitled  to  come  to  the  United  States.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  authorities  desire  to  adopt  some  more  perfect 
and  satisfactory  measures.  This  shows  that  China  really  desires  to 
maintain  her  good  faith  and  strengthen  the  tie  of  friendship  existing 
between  the  two  countries. 

Within  these  last  two  months  there  arrived  at  San  Francisco,  from 
Hong-Kong,  four  steamers,  viz,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  City  of  Tokio,  Arabic, 
and  City  of  Peking,  with  Chinese  passengers  holding  certificates  issued 
under  authority  of  my  Government.  Their  number  has  been  greatly 
diminished,  and  I  left  with  you  a  memorandum  containing  the  exact 
figures. 

In  short,  the  Government  of  China  desires  to  avail  herself  of  the  rights 
or  privileges  secured  by  the  stipulations  of  the  supplementary  treaty,  in 
order  to  continue  her  good  faith  and  friendship. 

I  therefore  beg  to  lay  this  before  you,  hoping  that  you,  Mr.  Secretary, 
will  exercise  your  impartial  judgment  and  consideration  on  this  matter, 
in  order  that  the  pending  Chinese  question  may  be  settled  in  accord  with 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  and  the  express  provision  of  the  fourth 
article,  "  to  the  end  that  mutual  and  unqualified  benefit  may  result." 
Accept,  sir,  &c., 

CHENG  TSAO  JIT. 


No.  53. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Cheng  Tsax>  Ju. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  21,  J  884. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
16th  instant,  stating  that  the  Chinese  Government  has  temporarily  sus- 
pended, with  a  view  to  adopting  a  more  perfect  measure,  the  issue  of 
emigration  certificates  to  those  of  her  subjects  who  are  entitled  to  visit 
the  United  States  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  November  17, 1880,  with 
China,  and  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  6, 1882,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  that  treaty. 

I  am  desired  by  the  President  to  say  that  he  sees  in  the  present 
action  of  the  Chinese  Government  thai  spirit  of  international  comity 
which,  while  creditable  to  the  dignity  of  a  friendly  power  like  China, 
for  whom  we  entertain  the  most  cordial  feelings,  cannot  but  receive  the 
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approbation  of  the  GoverDiuent  and  people  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
undoubtedly  will. 

I  have  had  pleasure  in  transmitting  copies  of  your  note  to  the  chair- 
men of  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Belations  and  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Accept,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  54. 


31r.  Cheng  Tsao  Ju  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington,  March  7,  1884.    (Received  March  7.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  since  the  act  relating  to 
Chinese  immigration  vrent  into  effect,  whenever  resident  Chinese  sub- 
jects who  are  merchants^  travelers,  students,  &c.,  have  returned  to 
China  or  have  left  for  other  countries,  the  Chinese  consul-general  at 
San  Francisco,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  consuls  of  other 
countries,  has  issued  certificates  to  Chinese  subjects  leaving  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  has  enabled  them  to  furnish  evidence  on  re-entering 
the  country,  when  presented  to  the  collector.  This  the  Chinese  con- 
sulate has  been  doing  for  more  than  a  year  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
customs  authoiities. 

I  have  recently  received  a  communication  from  our  consul-general 
at  San  Francisco  stating  that  on  the  19th  ultimo  he  received  a  note 
from  the  special  deputy  collector,  Mr.  Jerome  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclose), 
in  which  he  states : 

I  have  determined  to  issue  to  Chinese  merchants  departing  from  the  United  8tate6» 
on  application,  a  certificate  on  the  form  inclosed,  which  will  be  famished  without 
charge,  and  be  recognized  on  return  of  the  holder  Sks  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  right 
to  re-enter  the  United  States.  This  decision  has  been  made  public.  Therefore,  any 
certificates  or  passports  issued  by  ^our  office  after  this  date  will  not  be  regarded  by 
the  customs  officers  upon  presentation,  &c. 

I  respectfully  ask  whether  this  decision  is  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  I 

Article  I  of  the  supplementary  treaty  provides  that  ^*  the  limitation 
or  suspension  shall  be  reasonable,  and  shall  apply  only  to  Chinese  who 
go  to  the  United  States  as  laborers,  other  classes  not  being  included 
ill  the  limitations."  Article  II  states  that  "  Chinese  subjects,  •  ^  • 
as  teachers,  students,  merchants,  or  from  curiosity,  &c ,  shall  be  allowed 
to  go  and  come  of  their  free  will  and  accord,  and  shall  be  accorded  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  which  are  accorded 
to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation."  Now,  when 
the  Chinese  consul-general  issues  certificates  to  returning  Chinese  mer- 
chants, they  consider  it  a  great  convenience ;  besides,  it  is  the  most  satis- 
factory evidence  to  be  used  on  re- entering  the  country.  If  such  certifi- 
cate is  totally  ignored,  it  seems  to  me  that  privileges,  &c.,  guaranteed 
by  treaty  stipulations  to  the  exempted  classes,  permitting  them  <^  to  go 
and  come  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,"  and  to  enjoy  the  same 
^^  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation,"  cannot  be  enjoyed  by 
resident  Chinese  merchants,  &c.,  under  the  above  decision. 
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The  collector  at  Sau  FraDcisco  has  been,  in  accordaDce  with  the  act, 
issuing  certificates  to  Chinese  laborers  leaving  this  country,  bat  he 
Las  never  been  in  the  habit  of  issning  certificates  to  Chinese  merchants 
departing  from  this  country.  In  doing  this  your  Government  has  ob- 
served the  treaty,  treated  the  latter  considerately,  and  made  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  exempted  classes  and  Chinese  laborers.  Now,  if  Chi- 
nese merchants  and  other  exempted  classes  depart  from  the  United 
States,  the  collector  issues  certificates  to  them.  They  are  thus  treated 
in  the  same  manner  as  Chinese  laborers.  The  consul-general,  being 
Chinese,  knows  how  to  discriminate  the  different  characters  among  the 
Chinese  residents. 

If  an  application  for  a  certificate  is  made,  it  is  very  easy  for  him  to 
make  the  investigation.  If  the  Chinese  mercnants  apply  to  the  collector 
for  certificates,  nine  out  of  ten  not  being  able  to  understand  the  English 
language,  they  must  depend  upon  an  interpreter.  This  causes  much  in- 
convenience. 

I  lay  the  above  points  before  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  hoping  that  you  will 
consider  them  fairly  and  justly,  in  order  that  the  subject  be  treated  in 
consonance  with  the  provision  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  supplementary 
treaty,  <Ho  the  end  that  mutual  and  unqualified  benefit  may  result.^ 
Accept,  sir,  &c., 

CHENG  TSAO  JU. 


[iDclotan  1  in  Chineae  minister's  letter  of  March  7, 1884.J 

CU8T0M-H0U8E,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collector's  Officej  February  18,  1884. 
Sir:  This  office  has  held  that  Chinese  merchants,  students,  &^c.,  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  China  must  have,  in  order  to  entitle  them  (6  land,  the  certificate 
prescribed  by  article  6  of  the  act  of  May  6,  1882. 

The  courts  have  decided  that  in  some  instances  other  evidence  of  a  parol  nature  can 
be  received. 

In  order  to  facilitate  proof  of  right  of  resident  Chinese  merchants  to  land  in  the 
United  States  upon  their  return  to  this  oonntiy,  when  such  right  is  based  upon  pre- 
rions  residence,  I  have  determined  to  issue  to  Chinese  merchants  departing  rrom  the 
United  States,  on  application,  a  certificate  on  the  form  inclosed,  which  will  be  fur- 
nished without  charge,  and  be  recognized  on  return  of  the  holder  as  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  bis  right  to  re-enter  the  United  States.  This  decision  has  been  made  public. 
Therefore,  any  certificates  or  passports  issued  by  your  office  after  this  date  will  not 
be  regarded  by  the  customs  officers  upon  presentation,  as  all  Chinese  merchants  en- 
titled to  receive  our  certificate  can  have  the  opportunity,  free  of  charge,  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  privileges  and  advantages  thereof. 
I  am,  &c., 

ED.  B.  JEROME, 

Special  Deputy  Collector, 
His  Imperial  Chinese  Majesty's  ConsulQknbral, 

San  Francieco, 


[Inclosure  2  in  Chinese  minister's  letter  of  March  7, 1884.] 

Ctriificate  No,  — . 

CusTOM-HousE,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collectof'e  Office, ,  — ,  188-. 

Descriptive  list  of  Chinese  merchant  certificate  furnished  to  the  following  Chinese 
merchant  departing  from  the  United  States,  to  be  produced  to  the  customs  officers  on 
his  return. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Name. 


I  Age. 


OccQpa- 

tiOD. 


Place  of 
basiness. 


I 


Height. 


FteL   Ineke*. 


Complex- 
ion. 


iPbysical  nurks 
Color  of    '  or  peculiarities 
ejes.        for   Identifioa- 
tion. 


This  certificate  is  issued  to  facilitate  proof  of  the  bearer's  right  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  be  accepted  a»  prima  fade  evidence  of  such  right  upon  production  to 
the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  at  this  port. 

Ciistom-Honse,  San  Francisco, ,  188-. 

[seal.]  , 

Collector  of  Ciutoms. 


No.  55. 


Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Cheng  Tsao  Ju, 

Department  of  State, 

Wdshington^  March  11,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
7th  instant,  relative  to  a  recent  certificate  which  the  customs  authorities 
at  San  Francisco  propose  to  provide  for  Chinese  merchants  who  are 
about  departing  from  the  United  States  and  intending  to  return  hither, 
and  to  say  that  the  subject  will  have  due  consideration.  To  that  end 
I  have  referred  a  copy  of  your  note  and  its  accompaniments  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  whose  Department,  under  the  statute,  has  super- 
vision of  the  execution  of  the  law  of  May  6, 1882,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  November  17, 1880,  between  the  United 
States  and  China,  and  have  asked  that  he  give  his  careful  attention  to 
the  arguments  advanced  by  you  in  opposition  to  the  certificate  now 
proposea,  and  in  favor  of  that  which  the  Chinese  consul-general  at  San 
Francisco  has  heretofore  employed  in  behalf  of  merchants  and  other 
privileged  classes  under  the  treaty  and  law  mentioned. 

Upon  receipt  of  Mr.  Folger's  reply  I  will  take  pleasure  in  addressing 
you  further  in  reference  to  the  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  56. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Cheng  Tsao  Ju. 

Department  of  State, 
Washingtonj  March  19,  1884. 
Sir:  Adverting  to  the  Department's  note  to  you  of  the  11th  instant, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  inclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  collector  of 
customs  at  San  Francisco,  relative  to  the  circular  of  which  yon  com* 
p]aine<l,  and  which  the  customs  authorities  at  that  port  propose  to  issue 
to  Chinese  merchants  who  are  about  departing  from  the  United  States 
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and  InteDiliDg  to  return  hither.  It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Folger 
has  stated  to  the  collector  that  the  certificates  issued  by  the  Chinese 
consul-general  at  San  Francisco  to  such  subjects  and  other  exempted 
classes  under  the  treaty  of  November  17, 1880,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Chinese  Government,  as  provided  by 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  6, 1882,  and  that 
such  certificates  are  to  be  recognized  sls  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  hold- 
er's right  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inolosare.] 

Mr,  Folger  to  the  collector  of  cwiioms. 

Treasury  Department, 

Wa9hingUm,  March  14,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  March  7,  1884,  from  the  Chinese 
minister  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  conies  of  iuclosures  unmbered  1  and  2,  the 
ODe  dated  February  18,  1884,  the  other  dated  March  7,  1884,  purporting  to  have  been 
issued  from  yonr  office.  This  Department  has  not  been  officially  notified  by  you  of 
the  issuance  of  the  orders  contained  in  said  iuclosures.  Assuming  them  to  be  cor- 
rectly set  forth,  and  referring  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May 
6, 1882,  to  '*  execute  certain  treaty  stipulations  relating  to  Chinese,''  it  appears  to  this 
Department  that  your  announcement  to  the  Chinese  consul-general  that  any  certifi- 
cates or  passports  issued  by  his  office  after  this  date  would  not  be  regarded  by  the  cus- 
toms officers  upon  presentation  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  sixth 
section,  which  provides  that  **  every  Chinese  person  other  than  a  laborer  who  may  be 
entitled  by  said  treaty  and  this  act  to  come  within  the  United  States  shall  be  identi- 
fied as  so  entitled  by  the  Chinese  Government  in  each  case,  such  identity  to  be  evi- 
denced by  a  certificate  issued  under  the  authority  of  said  Government.  •  *  »  Such 
certificate  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fact  set  forth  therein,"  &c. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  the  courts,  notably  by  Justice  Deady,  in  the  United 
States  district  court  of  Oregon,  in  the  case  of  Ho  King,  that  the  right  of  Chinese 
other  than  laborers  to  come  into  the  United  States  does  not  depend  upon  the  produc- 
tion of  any  certificate  whatever,  but  that  the  want  of  such  certificate  may  be  sup- 
plied by  satisfactory  evidence  aliunde.  For  the  convenience  of  Chinese  persons  not 
laborers  who  desire  to  come  into  the  Unite<l  States,  the  sixth  section  above  cited  pro- 
vides that  a  certificate  in  the  form  prescribed,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Chi- 
oese  Government,  stating  that  such  person  is  entitled  to  come  into  the  United  States, 
shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fact  set  forth  therein. 

The  Department  sees  no  objection  to  your  issuing  such  certificates  as  yon  propose  to 
aay  proper  persons  who  may  apply  for  them,  but  it  regards  certificates  issued  by  the 
Chinese  consul-general  at  San  Francisco  as  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Chinese 
Government,  and,  if  in  conformitv  with  said  sixth  section,  entitled  to  be  treated  as 
prima  facie  evidence.  Such  certificate,  however,  is  not  conclusive,  and  if  there  is  any 
reason  in  any  case  to  suspect  fraud  or  imposition,  the  collector  will  make  a  rigid  ex- 
amination and  refuse  to  allow  the  passenger  to  land  until  satisfactory  evidence  is 
produced.  This  conclusion  is  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Department  of 
October  25,  1882,  S.  S.  5446,  and  with  the  opinion  of  Justice  Deady  above  cited. 

You  will  govern  your  course  accordingly. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHA8.  J.  FOLGER. 


No.  57. 
Mr.  Cheng  Tsao  Ju  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington^  July  12, 1884.    (Received  July  12.) 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  received  a  commu- 
nication from  Mr.  Huang  Tsuu  Hsien,  Chinese  consul-general  at  dan 
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Francisco,  statiu^r  that  on  the  5th  Jane  last  the  steamer  Eio  de  Janeiro 
arrived  at  San  Francisco  with  a  party  of  Chinese  laborers  bound  for 
British  Columbia,  and  applied  to  the  consul-general  for  transit  certifi- 
cates, for  the  purpose  of  temporarily  landing  at  San  Francisco ;  that  Sur- 
veyor Morton  refused  to  permit  them  to  land,  and  that  our  consul,  MJr. 
F.  A.  Bee,  addressed  a  note  to  the  collector  of  customs,  Mr.  Sears,  on 
the  subject,  whose  reply  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclose)  was  that — 

Chinese  laborers  arriving  at  a  port  iu  the  United  States,  and  departing  from  the 
same  port,  are  not  in  transit  across  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore 
not  entitled  to  land,  but  should  be  kept  on  board  ship  and  transferred  to  another  vea- 
sel  departing  for  a  foreign  port,  &c. 

The  opinion  of  the  honorable  Attorney  General  dated  26th  Decem- 
ber, 1882,  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  sets  forth  that  "this  Government 
does  not  think  that  a  Chinese  laborer  coming  to  this  country  merely  to 
pass  through  it  can  be  considered  as  within  the  prohibition  of  the  law, 
he  being  neither  an  immigrant  nor  a  laborer  coming  here  as  laborer,"  &c 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  issued  a  circular,  dated  Jan- 
uary 23, 1883,  in  relation  to  the  transit  of  Chinese  laborers. 

Chinese  laborers  applying  to  the  consul-general  for  a  transit  certifi- 
cate, in  transit,  either  passing  through  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
or  touching  at  San  Francisco,  iu  their  journey  to  or  from  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  Panama,  British  Columbia,  and  other  places,  were  carefully  ex- 
amined by  him. 

Having  satisfied  himself  with  their  status  as  mere  transient  passen- 
gers, the  consul-general  issued  to  them  the  transit  certificates.  This 
practice  has  been  accepted  by  the  collector  of  customs,  who,  after  ex- 
amining the  transit  certificates,  has  hitherto  permitted  Chinese  iu  transit 
to  land. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  case  where  the  Chinese  iu  transit  remained 
in  this  country  and  evaded  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. Now  the  collector  states  that  the  transit  could  not  be  applied  to 
Chinese  laborers  en  route  to  British  Columbia,  and  that  they  should  be 
kept  on  board  ship  and  transferred  to  another  vessel  departing  for  a 
foreign  port. 

Besides,  there  are  no  steamers  running  directly  to  and  fro  between 
China,  British  Columbia,  Panama,  and  other  foreign  ports  on  the  Amer- 
ican continent. 

Thus  Chinese  necessarily  touch  at  San  Francisco  before  they  can  take 
another  steamer  going  to  or  from  those  plac-es.  While  waiting  for  a 
passage,  sometimes  they  have  to  wait  for  ten  days,  and  sometimes  twenty 
days,  as  the  departure  of  the  vessel  is  uncertain.  If  they  are  provided 
with  the  consular  certificate,  they  are  still  refused  permission  to  land 
temporarily;  so  that  the  Chinese,  wishing  either  to  visit  their  relatives, 
or  purchase  things,  or  to  find  friends  with  whom  to  confer  upon  any 
transaction  or  business,  cannot  do  so.  This  really  would  cause  much 
inconvenience  to  them. 

Moreover,  if  they  were  refused  permission  to  land  temporarily,  and 
kept  on  board  ship  to  wait  for  another  vessel,  despondency  would  per- 
vade their  minds  and  sickness  might  arise  from  it.  It  seems  to  me  Uiat 
the  United  States  Government  would  not  do  such  an  inhumane  act. 
Though  the  Chinese  transient  passengers  are  permitted  to  land  tempo- 
rarily, and  wait  for  a  passage  by  another  vessel  leaving  for  a  foreign 
port,  yet  they  do  not  remain  in  this  country.  There  is  no  harm  done  to 
the  ITnited  States. 

I  lay  this  matter  before  you  with  a  view  that  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  will 
exercise  your  impartial  and  fair  judgment  and  consideration  on  die  im- 
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migration  act,  in  order,  firstly,  that  the  restrictions  apply  only  to  Chinese 
coming  to  the  United  States  as  laborers,  bat  not  to  Chinese  in  transit, 
passing  through  this  country  or  touching  at  one  of  her  ports,  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  the  Chinese  transient  passengers  may  be  free  from  embar- 
rassment. 

Accept,  &c., 

CHENG  TSAO  JU. 


[Inclotnre  in  Chinese  minister't  note  of  May  12, 1884.] 

Collector  Sears  to  Consul  Bee. 

CusTOM-HousE,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collector' 8  Office,  June  7,  1884. 

Sir:  Yoor  coujiuuuication  of  yesterday,  calling  my  attention  to  the  circulars  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  dated  January  23. 1883,  relating  to  Chiqese  laborers  in  tran- 
sit tbronffh  the  United  States,  is  received,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  said 
order,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney -General  embodied  therein,  I  am  of  opinion — 

First.  Subdivision  1  requires  that  when  any  Chinese  laborer  in  transit  through 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  enters  at  a  port  where  there  is  a  Chinese  consul, 
said  consul  may  furnish  him  with  a  descriptive  transit  certificate  showing  the  place 
and  date  of  his  arrival,  also  the  place  from  whence  he  intends  to  depart  from  the 
United  States,  and  that  his  Journey  is  to  be  continuous  and  direct,  6lc,  Said  certifi- 
cates shaU  be  accepted  sm  prima  facie  evidence. 

This  first  subdivision  evidently  refers  to  a  Chinese  entering  one  port  of  the  United 
States  and  traveling  across  our  territory  to  some  other  port  in  the  United  States,  and 
thence  departing  for  some  foreign  port.  When  the  said  Chinese  reaches  the  port  of 
departure  in  the  United  States,  then  his  said  transit  certificate  shall  be  received  by 
the  customs  authorities  there  as  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  had  the  right  only  to 
cross  the  country,  but  not  to  remain  in  it. 

Sobdivision  2  requires  that  in  the  absence  of  such  certificate  other  evidence  may 
be  received  of  the  fact  of  a  bona  fide  transit  across  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
intended  to  be  traversed.  This  subdivision  also  contemplates  that  the  person  is  to 
traverse  the  territory  of  the  United  States  to  some  other  port  for  departure. 

Subdivision  3  relates  to  a  number  of  Chinese  under  charge  of  an  agent,  who  may 
make  affidavit  that  he  will  transport  them  without  delay  across  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  and  deliver  them  on  board  ship.  The  purport  of  this  subdivision  is 
that  the  agent  will  take  his'body  of  Chinese  from  the  port  of  entry  to  the  port  of  exit, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  acroes  the  territory  of  the  United  Statee,  and  place  them 
on  board  some  ship  leaving  for  a  foreign  port.  Again,  this  subdivision  requires  de- 
seriptive  lists  of  all  such  Chinese  to  be  made,  showing  the  place  of  arrival  and  place 
of  intended  departure,  the  route  to  be  traveled,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  exit,  who  will  see  that  tLey  all 
dnly  leave  the  United  States. 

It  is  clear  to  ray  mind  that  the  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  the  order  was  intended 
touid  doee  relate  to  Chinese  crossing  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  farther  of  the  opinion  that  Chinese  laborers  arriving  at  a  port  in  the  United 
States  and  departing  from  the  same  port  are  not  in  traneit  across  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  tnerefore  not  entitled  to  land,  but  should  be  kept  on  board  ship 
and  transferred  to  another  vessel  departing  for  a  foreign  port,  to  wnich  their  tickets 
entitle  them  to  go. 

In  regard  to  the  system  of  **  bonded  security  *'  established  by  you  as  a  guarantee 
for  the  return  of  a  Chinese  lauded  who  is  in  transit  from  one  foreign  port  to  another 
Tiathis,  arriving  at  and  departing  from  this  port.  I  beg  to  state  that  the  bond  does 
not  run  to  the  United  States,  and,  if  it  did,  I  have  been  nnable  to  find  any  authority  of 
Uv  for  such  bond. 

A  bond  given  to  permit  the  performance  of  an  unlawful  act  is  void;  therefore  I 
must  respectfully  decline  to  grant  permission  for  the  said  Chinese  to  land. 
I  am,  Ac, 

W.  H.  SEARS, 

CoUccUmt. 

CoL  F.  A.  Bbk, 

Bie  Imperial  Chineee  Majeety^s  Consul,  San  Franoieoo,  Cal, 
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1^0.  68. 

Mr.  Tsai  Ktcoh  Ching  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington^  July  31, 1884.    (Received  July  31.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  fronoi  Mr. 
Huang  Tsun  Hsien,  Chinese  consul-general  at  San  Francisco,  a  telegram  ' 
in  substance  as  follows : 

There  arrived  in  San  Francisco  on  the  28th  instant  twenty-four  Chi- 
nese merchants  holding  Chinese  consular  passports  or  certificates  is- 
sued by  that  consulate.  The  holders  are  not  permitted  to  land,  by  or- 
der and  indorsement  made  by  the  collector  as  follows : 

Refased  to  land,  on  account  of  non-compliance  of  new  law. 

These  certificates  are  the  same  as  referred  to  by  the- Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  letter  to  the  collector  dated  March  14,  1884 ;  also  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  tb  his  excellency  the  Chinese  minister  dated 
March  19, 1884.  The  steamship  left  China  before  the  passage  of  the 
new  law,  and  the  exempt  class  could  not  comply  with  its  provisions.  If 
the  action  of  the  collector  is  carried  out  in  these  cases,  it  will  be  a  great 
hardship  to  the  Chinese  merchants.  Immediate  attention  is  desii^  to 
this,  as  the  ship  departs  on  the  7th  of  August. 

I  submit  most  respectfully  this  matter  to  your  excellency's  just  and 
Impartial  consideration,  in  the  hope  that  your  excellency  will  kindly 
request  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  those  twenty- 
four  Chinese  merchants  permission  to  land. 

Such  action  on  your  part  will  be  esteemed  a  great  favor,  and  will  be 
a  further  evidence  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  your  Government  to- 
wards that  of  China. 
Accept,  &c., 

TSAI  KWOH  CHma. 


No.  59. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr,  Tsai  Kwoh  Ching. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  31,  1884. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
today's  date,  concerning  the  arrival  at  San  Francisco  of  twenty-foar 
Ohinese  merchants  bearing  proper  certificates  under  the  law  of  May  6, 
1882,  and  who  have  been  denied  permission  to  land  by  the  customs  au- 
thorities at  that  port  for  non-compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
amendatory  act  of  July  5,  1884. 

I  have  had  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  in  requesting  him  to  telegraph  the  neces- 
■sary  instructions  to  the  collector  at  San  Francisco  to  permit  the  Chinese 
in  question  to  land,  as  desired. 
I  avail,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 
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No.  60. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Tsai  Ktooh  Ohing. 

Dbpabtment  op  State, 
Washingtojij  August  2, 1884. 
SiE:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  advert  to  my  note  to  yon  of  Slst  nltimo, 
and  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  this  moriiing  received  a 
letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  3l8t  ultimo, 
in  which  he  states  that  the  following  telegram  has  been  sent  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  San  Francisco,  viz : 

Allow  twenty-four  Chinese  merchants  who  arrived  at  yonr  port  on  28th  instant, 
July,  to  land,  without  exacting  evidence  required  by  act  of  July  6,  1884. 

Accept,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  61. 


Mr.  FreKnghuysen  to  Mr,  Tsai  Kwoh  Ching. 

Dbpaetment  op  State, 

Wa^shingtonj  August  14, 1884. 

Sib:  I  have  now  the  honor,  agreeably  to  my  promise  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  to  advert  to  the  note  of  the  Chinese  minister  of  the  12th  ultimo, 
touching  the  transit  of  Chinese  laborers  across  the  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

The  case  presented  is  where  a  party  of  Chinese  laborers,  bound  for 
British  Columbia,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  on  board  of  the  steamer 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  5  last,  and  were  refused  permission  to  land  by 
the  customs  authorities  at  that  port,  who  required  that  the  Chinese 
should  be  kept  on  shipboard  until  their  transfer  direct  to  another 
vessel  departing  for  their  place  of  destination. 

The  Chinese  minister  accordingly  refers  to  the  custom  hitherto  in  force 
in  regard  to  the  transit  of  such  Chinese  across  our  territory,  and  com- 
plains that  the  decision  of  the  customs  authorities  at  San  Francisco  is 
in  conflict  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  upon  the  general 
subject  involved  in  such  transit,  dated  December  26, 1882,  to  which  ref- 
oence  is  made. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  the  point  appears  to  have  been,  ac- 
eording  to  the  interpretation  of  the  law  of  May  6, 1882,  by  the  customs 
authorities  at  San  Francisco,  that  Chinese  laborers  arriving  at  a  port  in 
the  United  States  from  which  they  must  take  their  departure  for  their 
destination  outside  our  territory  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  transitu,  and 
consequently  are  not  privileged  to  land. 

Tinder  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  6, 1882,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  as  you  are  aware,  was  charged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  same,  and  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  believe  nor  to  think  that 
the  Chinese  minister  himself  doubts  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San 
Piandsco  was  prompted  by  any  other  motive  than  that  of  rigidly  en- 
%eing  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  pursuance  of  his  understood  instructions, 

8fb 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


114  FOREIGN  BELATIONS. 

having,  at  the  same  time,  due  regard  for  the  personal  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  a  class  of  inhibited  persons. 

The  minister's  note  itself,  moreover,  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that 
in  all  previous  cases  where  Chinese  laborers  have  come  to  the  United 
States  and  have  necessarily  proceeded  by  our  territory  to  their  place  of 
residence  in  a  foreign  country,  every  reasonable  and  proper  measure 
for  their  comfort  and  convenience  has  been  cheerfully  accorded.  It 
may,  I  think,  be  safely  assumed,  then,  that  the  action  of  the  collector  in 
not  permitting  the  Chinese  laborers  to  land,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  case,  was  from  a  sincere  and  natural  desire  to  perform  his 
duty  as  he  understood  it. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  question  will  at  once  be  referred  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  to  decide  what  the  rights  of  Chinese  laborers  in  transitu  are  in 
view  of  the  recent  legislation  of  July  5,  1884,  two  copies  of  which  law 
I  herewith  transmit. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  fact  tbat  the  Chinese  laborers  who  arrived  at  San 
Francisco  by  the  Eio  de  Janeiro  have  ere  this  sailed  for  their  desti- 
nation. 

I  shall  at  once  inclose  copies  of  this  correspondence  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  upon  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General 
make  haste  to  acquaint  you  with  its  purx>ort. 
I  avail,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FEELINGHUrSEN. 


No.  62. 

Mr.  Tsai  Kwoh  Ohing  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington^  October  4, 1884.    (Keceived  October  6.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  telegram  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Huang  Tsun  Hsien,  Chinese  consul-general  at  Sim 
Francisco,  stating  that  several  Chinese  merchants  who  have  been  in 
business  for  many  years  in  the  United  States,  and  bearing  certificates 
issued  by  the  Chinese  consulate  under  the  act  of  1882,  arrived  at  San 
Francisco,  with  their  families,  in  the  steamer  City  of  Peking,  on  the  1st 
instant,  and  were  refused  permission  to  land  by  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  that  port,  on  the  ground  that  their  certificates  do  not  comply 
with  the  amended  restriction  act  of  July  5, 1884. 

These  merchants  have  long  been  residing  in  the  United  States,  and 
their  property  and  personal  effects  are  all  in  this  country,  and  as  they 
have  certificates  issued  by  the  Chinese  consulate,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Chinese  Government,  it  is  clear  that  they  have  the  right  under 
treaty  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

I  shall  be  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  if  you  will  cause  the  neces- 
sary instructions  to  be  issued  which  will  result  in  the  liberation  of  these 
merchants  and  families ;  and  as  they  are  at  present  confined  on  ship- 
board, their  case  is  one  which  asks  for  immediate  attention. 
Accept,  &c., 

TSAI  KWOH  CHING. 
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1^0.  63. 

Mr.  Tsai  Kwoh  Ching  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Chinese  Legation, 
Washington^  October  8,  1884.    (Received  October  8.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hnang  Tsun  Hsien,  Chinese  consul-general  at 
San  Francisco,  stating  that  he  is  daily  receiving  applications  from 
Chinese  merchants  residing  in  California  for  certificates  of  identifica- 
tion, who  desire  to  proceed  to  China  and  foreign  countries  and  return 
to  the  United  States. 

The  subject  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  San  Francisco,  he  states  that  he  cannot  readmit  any  Chinese  be- 
longing to  the  exempt  class  to  the  country  on  a  certificate  issued  here. 
During  an  argument  recently  made  in  the  United  States  court.  Judge 
Hoffman  presiding,  the  court  questioned  the  collector  as  to  his  views 
of  the  status  of  the  exempt  class  of  Chinese  residents  under  section  6 
of  the  amended  restriction  act,  and  he  replied  as  follows :  ^^  The  certifi- 
cate must  be  issued  in  China  by  the  Chinese  Government,  and  vis6d 
there.'' 

The  court  then  asked  his  views  in  regard  to  Chinese  residing  in  for- 
eign countries  and  who  desire  to  come  to  the  United  States.  The  col- 
lector replied,  "  They  must  go  to  China  .and  obtain  certificates  before 
they  can  come  to  the  United  States.'' 

If  the  position  of  the  collector  be  sustained,  it  follows  that  Chinese 
merchants  and  others  belonging  to  the  exempted  class  residing  in  the 
United  States  cannot  visit  China  or  any  other  country  and  return  with- 
out obtaining  credentials  in  China. 

It  also  follows  that  Chinese  exempts  residing  in  foreign  countries 
cannot  come  to  the  United  States  without  first  visiting  China  to  obtain 
credentials. 

Upon  examining  the  treaty  of  1880, 1  find  that  the  restrictions  apply 
only  to  Chinese  laborers  and  not  to  Chinese  merchants,  who  have  the 
ri^t  "to  go  and  come  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord." 

Now,  the  collector's  decision,  holding  that  these  merchants  must  go  to 
China  to  procure  certificates  before  they  may  go  abroad  and  return, 
impairs  their  right  under  the  treaty,  and  I  cannot  believe  this  is  the 
meanmg  of  section  6  of  the  amended  act.  The  section  evidently  al- 
lodes  only  to  Chinese  persons  of  the  exempted  class  residing  in  China 
**  who  shall  be  about  to  come  to  the  United  States;"  but  no  provision 
seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  Chinese  exempts  residing  in  this 
conntay,  nor  for  those  in  foreign  countries,  unless  they  are  subjects  of 
the  latter.  The  certificate  of  the  Chinese  Government  evidences  the 
ri^t  of  the  holder  "to  come  within  the  United  States." 

Many  of  the  Chinese  merchants  in  the  United  States  have  large  in- 
terests in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Cuba,  and 
Panama,  Scarcely  a  steamer  arrives  from  or  departs  for  those  coun- 
^  without  one  or  more  of  the  class  mentioned  as  passengers. 

A  large  number  of  certificates  was  issued  last  jrear  to  this  class  of 
exempts  by  the  Chinese  consulate  at  San  Francisco,  under  the  act  of 
1^,  and  many  of  the  holders  have  not  yet  returned  to  the  United 
States.  In  a  note  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  collector  at  San 
^ndsco,  dated  March  14, 1884,  and  inclosed  in  one  of  your  excellency's 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


116  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

notes  to  the  Ohinese  minister,  it  is  stated  that  the  certificate  issued  by 
the  Chinese  consul-general  at  San  Francisco  is  to  be  regarded  as  is- 
sued under  the  authority  of  the  Chinese  Government,  in  conformity 
with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  May  6,  1882,  and  that  such 
certificate  is  to  be  recognized  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  holder's 
right  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

Now,  if  the  collector  at  San  Francisco  insists  that  these  merchants 
cannot  be  readmitted  into  the  United  States  without  going  to  China  to 
obtain  new  certificates,  it  would  result  in  a  great  hardship  to  them,  and 
would,  in  effect,  prohibit  their  trade  between  those  places  above  men- 
tioned and  the  United  States. 

The  Chinese  Government  will  find  it  next  to  impossible  to  identify 
its  subjects  who  have  been  for  many  years  living  abroad,  and  whose 
property  and  business  are  either  in  the  United  States  or  other  coun- 
tries. 

It  would  also  be  impossible  for  the  American  consuls  in  China  to  as- 
certain the  facts.  Judge  Hoffman,  in  the  case  referred  to  above,  asked 
the  collector,  *<  How  can  a  Chinese  merchant  who  has  been  living  in 
London  or  Valparaiso  for  twenty-five  years  be  identified  in  China  f  ^ 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  if  the  certificates  be  issued  by  a  Chinese 
consul,  this  class  of  Chinese  exempts  will  be  properly  identified,  and 
that  it  will  not  violate  the  amended  act. 

Large  numbers  of  Chinese  merchants  here  desire  to  visit  China  and 
other  countries  on  business,  and,  before  doing  so,  they  are  pressing  the 
Chinese  consulate  with  the  question  of  their  right  to  return.  I  am 
therefore  compelled  to  ask  of  your  excellency  a  reply  to  the  subjoined 
questions : 

1.  Where  Chinese  subjects  residing  in  the  United  States  and  belong- 
ing to  the  exempted  class  desire  to  visit  China  or  any  foreign  country, 
will  the  certificate  of  a  Chinese  consul,  issued  by  authority  of  the  Chi- 
nese Government,  conforming  to  that  prescribed  by  section  6  of  the 
amended  act,  and  presented  by  them,  be  considered  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  their  right  to  return? 

2,  Where  Chinese  subjects  belonging  to  the  exempted  claiiB  and  re- 
siding in  foreign  countries  desire  to  visit  the  United  States,  will  the 
certificate  of  a  Chinese  consul,  issued  by  authority  of  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment, conforming  to  that  prescribed  by  section  6  of  the  amended 
act,  and  presented  by  them,  be  considered  2>rima/aci«  evidence  of  their 
right  to  enter? 

An  interpretation  of  the  law  on  these  points,  Mr.  Secretary,  will  give 
great  satisfaction  to  a  large  number  of  Chinese  subjects,  and  I  venture 
to  ask  your  early  consideration  of  the  subject. 
Accept,  &c., 

TSAI  KWOH  CHING. 


4  No.  64. 

Mr.  JSrelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Tsai  Kwoh  Ching. 

Bepabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  October  17, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
4th  instant,  in  regard  to  a  party  of  Chinese  merchants  who  have  lately 
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arrived  at  San  Francisco,  with  their  families,  in  the  steamer  City  of 
Peking,  and  who  have  been  refused  permission  to  land  by  the  collector 
of  easterns,  on  the  groand  that  their  certificates,  being  those  issued  un- 
der the  act  of  1882,  do  not  conform  to  those  required  by  the  supple- 
mentary act  of  July  5, 1884. 

I  accordingly  referred  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  fmr  his  consideration. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary,  of  the  10th  instant,  it  appears 
the  coUector  at  San  Francisco  was  directed  by  telegraph  to  report  the 
facts  in  respect  of  your  complaint.  His  report  confirmed  your  state- 
ment that  the  Chinese  had  not  been  allowed  to  land  because  they  had 
BOt  the  certificates  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  5,  1884. 
It  was  also  stated  that  twenty  six  claimed  the  right  to  land  on  Chinese 
consular  certificates  issued  to  them  at  San  Francisco  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  mentioned,  and  that  the  remainder  had  no  certificates  of 
any  character. 

This  Department  is  informed  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  at  San  Francisco  have  recently  disagreed  as  to  whether 
any  evidence  other  than  that  prescribed  by  the  statute  of  July,  1884,  can 
be  accepted  as  authority  for  permitting  the  landing  in  the  United  States 
of  those  Chinese  who  may  fall  under  the  provisions  of  that  act. 

This  disagreement  makes  it  necessary  to  have  the  question  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  which  it  has  been  re- 
ferred, and  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government,  while  inhibited 
by  constitutional  precepts  from  taking  any  step  which  might  seem  to 
interfere  with  the  complete  independence  of  the  judicial  branch,  will 
endeavor  to  cause  a  speedy  decision  to  be  reached,  in  order  that  no  un- 
due hardships  may  accrue  through  delay,  to  those  persons  whose  statu- 
tory rights  are  in  question. 
Accept,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEIT. 


No.  66. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Tsai  Kwoh  Ohing. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  22,  1884. 

SrB :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  of  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
Acting  Attorney-General  of  the  20th  instant,  in  which  he  states  that,  as 
desired  by  this  Department,  application  has  been  made  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  an  advancement  of  the  habeas  corpus 
case  of  Chew  Heong,  a  Chinese  subject  and  former  resident  of  the 
United  States,  and  whose  case  was  lately  passed  upon  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  California :  and  that  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  has  fixed  upon  Monday  next,  '*foot  of  the  pocket,'' 
for  such  hearing. 

I  may  observe  that  this  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Department  in 
order  that  the  acts  of  Congress  of  May,  1882,  and  1884,  in  connection 
with  the  treaty  of  1880  with  China,  may  receive  an  early  interpretation 
by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  country,  and  that  such  rights  as 
properly  belong  to  certain  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  under  the  law  and 
treaty  may  be  conserved. 
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It  is  desired  also  that  this  decision  may  be  obtained  as  a  future  guide 
to  the  Department  in  dealing  with  the  cases  which  may  be  referr^  to 
it  from  your  legation. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  66. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Tsai  Kwoh  Ching. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  Decefnber  18,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor,  in  connection  with  the  Department's  note 
to  you  of  October  10  last^  relative  to  the  character  of  the  certificate  to 
be  issued  to  the  exemptea  class  of  Chinese  subjects  conformably  to  the 
statutes  of  the  United  States  bearing  upon  the  subject  and  the  treaty 
with  China  of  1880,  to  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  a  circular  lately  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  whom  it  has  been  received  un- 
der date  of  the  13th  instant,  prescribing  the  rules  regarding  the  admia- 
sion  into  the  United  States  of  Chinese  persons  of  the  exempted  class 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  5,  1884. 
Accept,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


[Circular  relating  to  Chinese  persons  coming  to  the  United  States.) 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

fVaahingtonf  D.  C,  December  6,  1884. 
To  officers  of  the  customs  and  others  : 

To  promote  uniformity  in  the  admission  of  Chinese  persons  of  the  exempt  class 
under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884,  the  following  rules  are  prescribed : 

First.  Chinese  persons,  other  than  laborers,  who  are  now  or  who  may  hereafter  be 
lawfully  within  the  United  States,  and  who  may  desire  to  depart  from  and  return  to 
the  United  States,  may  do  so  on  production  of  a  certiticate  corresponding  to  that  re- 
quired  by  section  6  of  the  act  of  July  5,  l-i84,  to  be  issued  by  a  Chinese  consular  offi- 
cer stationed  within  the  United  States.  Certificates  issued  under  the  act  of  May  6, 
1882,  and  decision  6*240,  before  the  passage  of  said  act  of  1884,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
having  the  same  effect  as  if  said  act  of  1884  had  not  l>een  passed. 

Second.  Chinese  subjects,  not  laborers,  desiring  to  come  to  the  United  States  from 
countries  other  than  China,  may  do  so  on  production  of  a  certificate  corresponding  to 
that  required  by  section  6  of  the  act  of  July  5,  1884,  to  be  issued  by  a  Chinese  diplo- 
matic or  consular  officer,  if  there  be  one  at  the  port  of  departure,  countersigned  by  a 
United  States  consular  officer,  or  if  there  be  no  such  Chinese  officer  stationed  at  such 
port,  on  a  like  certificate  to  be  issued  by  a  United  States  consular  officer. 

Third.  The  regulations  contained  in  aecision  5544,  and  dated  January  23,  1883,  rel- 
ative to  the  transit  of  Chinese  laborers  through  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
will  be  applied  to  all  Chinese  persons  intending  to  so  go  in  transit  through  the  United 
States.    - 

FourtbT  Chinese  persons  who  may  be  compelled  to  touch  at  ports  of  the  United 
States  in  transit  to  foreign  countries  may  be  permitted  to  land,  under  the  regulations 
of  January  23,  1883  (S.  (^4),  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  such  persons  to 
take  passage  by  the  next  vessel  leaving  for  their  destination,  or  the  voyage  of  which 
may  form  part  of  the  route  necessary  to  carry  them  to  their  destination. 

H.  Mcculloch, 

Secretarff, 
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No.  67. 

Mr.  Scruggs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  Xovember  30, 1883.     (Received  January  3, 1884.) 

Sib  :  AltboQgh  the  work  of  cutting  the  Panama  Canal  was  commenced 
nearly  three  years  ago,  and  has  been  extended  throughout  almost  its 
entire  length,  yet  the  most  important  practical  question  connected  with 
the  enterprise  has  during  all  this  time  been  left  undecided.  I  allude, 
of  course,  to  the  question  of  locks.  • 

At  tlie  International  Canal  Congress  held  in  Paris  in  May,  1879,  it 
wa«  shown  by  American  and  English  engineers  who  had  made  the  mat- 
ter a  subject  of  special  and  careful  study  that  the  opening  of  a  mari- 
time water- way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  without  locks  and  par- 
allel sluices  would  be  an  impossibility.  Nevertheless,  Messrs.  Wyse 
and  de  Lesseps,  who  had  never  surveyed  the  route,  but  who  held  an 
exclusive  "concession"  from  the  Colombian  Government,  reiterated 
their  purpose  to  open  a  canal  from  Colon  to  Panama  d  niveau,  "  without 
locks  or  hindrances  of  any  kind."  And  since  the  "  congress  "  had  been 
called  merely  to  ratify  what  these  distinguished  gentlemen  and  their 
associates  had  already  agreed  upon,  their  "  plan  "  was  finally  adopted, 
amid  much  confusion,  by  a  vote  of  72  against  61. 

It  now  turns  out,  however,  despite  the  confident  and  oft-repeated  as- 
sertions of  M.  de  Lesseps  to  the  contrary,  that  at  least  two  locks  will 
be  necessary ;  and  that,  in  addition,  there  will  have  to  be  parallel  canals 
for  the  reception  of  the  waters  of  the  Chagres  and  other  rivers,  which 
range  all  the  way  from  42  to  78  feet  above  the  sea-level,  thus  augment- 
ing the  original  cost  of  the  canal  by  nearly  one-third. 

These  facts  are  reluctantly  set  forth  in  the  recent  report  of  Mr.  Ding- 
ier, the  chief  engineer  of  the  Panama  Canal  Company.  I  regret  my 
inability  to  send  ybu  a  copy  of  this  important  report.  It  is  destined  to 
have  a  marked  influence  upon  the  fortunes  of  the  shareholders.  I,  how- 
ever, transmit  herewith  a  full  synopsis  of  it,  which  I  find  in  the  London 
Standard  of  the  9th  of  October  last. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  L.  SCRUGGS. 


[IncloBure  in  Xo.  125.— From  the  London  Standard,  October  9,  1883.] 

THE  PANAMA   CANAL. 

# 
[From  our  oorreapondent.] 

Paris,  Mondajf  night 
M.  Dingier,  the  chief  eii^neer  of  the  Panama  CaDal  Company,  has  jnst  laid  a  re- 
port before  the  superior  works  committee  which  is  of  great  interest  to  international 
commerce.  Though  the  work  of  cutting  the  canal  has  been  commenced  throughout 
ftlmoet  its  entire  leu^h,  yet  several  of  the  most  Important  questions  concerning  the 
ereatioD  of  the  maritime  water-way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  had  beeft  lett  un- 
decided.   The  report  I  now  have  before  me,  aud  which  I  have  had  some  trouble  to 
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piocore,  colitams  the  solations  which  it  is  proposed  should  heaven  those  qoestiona. 
Most  people  are  under  the  impression  that  the  entrance  to  the  Panama  Canal  is  to  be 
open  to  the  sea^  without  any  locks  or  other  hindrances.  This,  indeed,  may  have 
been  the  primitive  intention  of  the  originators  of  the  scheme,  but  a  more  thorouffh 
study  of  tne  question  has  shown  that  though  it  would  be  possible  to  oonstract  tne 
canal  under  those  conditions,  there  are  forcible  reasons  for  closing  the  canal  with  a 
lock-chamber  at  the  extremity  where  it  will  join  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  has  boen 
ascertained  that  the  tides  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  differ  very  materially.  At  Colon, 
on  the  Atlantic,  the  difierence  between  high  and  low  water  mark  is  not  more  than 
58  centimeters,  whereas  at  Panama,  on  the  Pacific  the  average  variation  in  the  height 
of  the  water  is  4  meters,  and  is  sometimes  no  less  than  6.  Moreover,  hish  water  at 
Colon  is  about  nine  hours  later  than  at  Panama ;  therefore,  when  it  is  high  or  low 
tide  at  Panama  the  tide  at  Colon  is  half  way  between  high  and  low.  The  maximum 
difference  which  could  exist  between  the  level  of  the  waters  of  the  two  oceans  would 
Iberefore  be  equal  to  half  the  height  to  which  the  tide  rises  at  Panama,  on  the  Paoiflc. 
If  the  canal  communicated  freely  with  the  two  oceans,  there  would  be  an  alternate 
current  firom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic,  the 
duration  of  each  current  being  about  six  hours.  It  mav  be  said  that  there  would, 
moreover,  be  no  slack  water,  as  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  two  oceans  is  reached  at 
the  jDoment  when  the  tide  runs  the  strongest,  that  is  to  say,  at  half  water  at  Panama. 
It  would,  under  these  circumstances,  be  rash  to  attempt  to  calculate  the  rapidity  of 
the  currents  in  the  canal  which  would  result  fi'om  that  situation.  By  comparison 
with  the  canals  and  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  M.  Ding- 
ier, however,  estimated  that  it  would  be  something  like  2  meters  or  2^  meters  per 
second.  Naturally,  at  the  point  where  a  vessel  was  passing,  the  strength  of  the  oar- 
rent  would  be  increased  in  prox)ortion  to  the  size  of  the  ship  and  the  amount  of  water 
it  displaced  in  the  comparatively  narrow  channel.  It  is  therefore  clear  to  M.  Dingier 
that  if  the  canal  were  to  be  allowed  to  communicate  freely  with  the  two  oceans  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  in  the  canal  would  necessitate  a  suspension  of  navigation  dur- 
ing a  certain  number  of  hours  at  each  tide.  It  is  clear,  from  the  above^  that  the  tran- 
sit power  of  the  canal  would  be  considerably  increased  if  it  were  possible  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  the  currents  in  the  canal  wnich  would  result  from  the  action  of  the 
tides.  To  keep' the  promise  made  by  M.  Ferdinand  de  Lessens,  and  to  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements of  navigation,  it  is  necessary  that  vessels  should  be  able  to  pass  oat  of 
tne  canal  into  the  Pacific  and  enter  it  from  the  ocean,  at  all  times  of  the  tioe,  withoat 
either  difficulty  or  obstacle  and  without  preoccupation  concerning  currents  produced 
in  the  canal  by  the  tide.  To  realize  this,  M.  Dingier  explains  that  it  will  suffice  to 
establish  lock-chambers  at  the  Panama  extremity  of  the  canal.  To  enable  vessels  of 
all  dimensions  to  enter  and  pass  out  of  the  canal  at  the  Pacific  end  at  all  times,  M. 
Dingier  proposes  that  it  should  be  made  to  terminate  in  three  branches,  each  furnished 
with  a  lock-chamber  capable  of  containing  a  vessel  180  meters  long,  one  branch  to 
be  used  by  vessels  enteiring  the  canal,  the  second  for  ships  passiug  out  into  the  ocean, 
and  the  third  to  be  employed  when  one  or  other  of  the  entrances  may  be  under  re- 
pair. The  channel,  100  meters  wide,  leading  from  the  sea  to  these  locks,  will  have 
a  uniform  depth  of  9  meters  below  low-water  mark.  It  is  estimated  that  to  get  a 
yessel  through  these  locks  will  not  take  more  than  half  an  hour,  which  time  will  be 
much  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  absence  of  strong  currents  in  the  canal.  The 
construction  of  these  locks  at  the  Jracific  end  will  enable  the  company  to  economize 
in  the  cost  of  constructing  the  canal  somethiug  like  33,500,000  francs.  If  the  en- 
trance to  the  canal  at  Panama  were  not  closed  by  locks,  firstly  (as  M.  Dingier  proves 
in  his  report),  the  current  would  be  so  strong  as  to  make  the  suspension  of  navigation 
necessary  at  certain  times,  and,  secoudly,  tne  bed  of  the  canal  could  not  be  made 
level  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  It  would  be  necessary  to  make  it  slope  from 
Colon  to  Panama,  the  bed  of  the  canal  at  Panama  being  made  2  meters  below  the 
level  of  the  bottom  of  the  cai^al  at  Colon.  This  would  necessitate  the  removal  of 
10,000,000  cubic  meters  of  soil,  which  would  cost  about  45,000,000  francs.  The  lock- 
chambers,  &c.,  would  cost  about  11,500,000  francs,  but  their  construction  would  per- 
mit of  the  same  level  being  preserved  from  Colon  to  Panama,  and  thus  spare  the  dif- 
ference between  45,000,000  francs  and  11,500,000  francs.  M.  Dingier  pomts  out  that 
the  economy  of  the  33,500,000  francs  might  thus  be  made,  but  leaves  it  to  the  su- 
perior works  committee  to  decide  the  matter.  If  it  should  not  determine  to  spare 
that  outlay,  he  asserts  that  the  locks  at  the  Panama  end  should,  nevertheless,  be  con- 
structed, and  the  entrance  to  the  canal  at  Panama  closed  whenever  the  currents  were 
found  too  strong.  M.  Dingler's  report  then  proceeds  to  explain  how  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  the  port  of  Panama.  It  will  be  created  on  the  canal,  higher  up  than  the 
locks.  Calculating  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  accommodate  fifty  vessels  and  a  large 
number  of  local  boats,  it  is  proposed  that  for  a  distance  of  5^  kilometers  the  minimum 
width  of  the  canal  shall  be  IGO  meters.    Vessels  will  thus  be  able  to  take  up  their 

Citions  on  each  side  of  tUe  canal,  and  still  leave  a  clear  passage  in  the  middle  of  at 
Bt  100  meters.    At  Colon  the  harbor  will  be  created  by  tne  constraction  of  a 
breakwater,  which  will  protect  the  vessels  from  the  heavy  seas  which  so  often  prevail 
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in  the  Bay  of  Limon.  To  render  the  Panama  canal  a  snccess  there  is  a  difficulty  to  be 
anrmoonted  which  did  not  present  itself  in  the  cutting  of  the  Snez  Canal.  It  is  that 
of  the  presence  of  a  large  volnme  of  water  on  the  Isthmus.  The  rivers  which  would 
join  the  canal  are,  on  the  right  bank,  the  Cha^res,  the  Frijoles,  the  Agua  Same,  and 
the  Gatuncillo ;  and  on  the  left  bank,  the  Obispo,  the  Baila  Monos,  the  Jigaute,  the 
Cafio  Qnebrada,  and  the  Emnidad.  M.  Dingier  points  out  that  it  wonld  be  quite  im- 
possible to  entertain  i  he  idea  of  permitting  the  immense  volome  of  water  which  is 
carried  by  these  streams  and  rivers,  especially  in  the  rainy  season,  to  flow  into  the 
maritime  canal,  for  it  would  cause  violent  currents,  and  the  deposit  which  the  water 
firom  the  hills  would  leave  in  the  canal  would  very  shortly  impede  the  navigation, 
and  possibly  necessitate  its  suspension.  Without  going  into  the  long  engineering  par- 
tlonlars,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  it  is  proposed  that  this  superabundance  oi  river 
water  shall  be  taken  down  to  the  sea  by  fresh- water  canals  on  each  side  of  the  mari- 
time canal.  To  avert  the  danger  of  floods  during  heavy  rains,  it  is  also  proposed  to 
create  an  immense  reservoir  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Chagres.  In  conclusion,  I  may 
add  that  M.  Dingier  advises  the  creation  of  one  large  siding,  about  5  kilometers  long, 
half  way  between  Colon  and  Panama,  where  two  trains  of  as  many  as  25  vessels  eacn 
conld  pass  each  other  without  either  inconvenience  or  danger. 


No.  68. 

Mr.  SoT'uggH  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen* 

K*o.  127.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota^  December  8, 1883.    (Eeoeived  Janaary  15, 1884.) 

Sib  :  In  August  last  I  reported  that,  according  to  the  representations 
of  Dr.  G^lindo,  minister  of  finance,  the  Panama  Canal  Oompany  had 
agreed  to  loan  the  Oolombian  Oovernment  a  half  million  dollars  for  two 
years,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  "without  security  or  guarantee,''  and 
that  1^18  loan  was  quite  independent  of  the  (50,000  which  the  company 
had  previously  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Government  annually  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  police  force  along  the  line  of  the  prcrjected  canal. 
(See  my  Nos.  91  and  103,  Foreign  Eelations  of  1883.) 

Bills  were  drawn  upon  the  company  in  Paris  accordingly,  but  one  of 
them  (for  200,000  francs)  has  been  protested,  on  the  ground  that,  as  the 
half  million  loan  was  to  include  the  $50,000  above  referred  to,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  already  overdrawn  its  account.  In  reply  to  this  Dr.  Ga- 
lindo  now  makes  public  a  cablegram  from  M.  de  Lesseps,  dated  Paris, 
October  19  last,  wherein  it  is  admitted  that  the  (50,000  was  not  included 
in  the  loan  of  half  a  million  subsequently  agreed  upon. 

The  affair  has  created  some  excitement  here,  and,  I  may  add,  some 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  bank  under  whose  indorsement  the  bills  were 
negotiated.  But  it  will  probably  end  in  the  payment  of  the  protested 
bill  by  the  company,  as  it  now  has  a  special  agent  here  trying  to  secure 
possession  of  certain  waste  lands  on  the  Isthmus  stipulated  for  in  the 
Salgar-Wyse  contract  of  March,  1878. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  L.  SCEUGGS. 


No.  09. 

Mr.  Scruggs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  142.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota^  March  1, 1884.    (Received  April  10.) 
8iE :  You  are  already  aware  of  the  controversy  between  the  Colom- 
bian Government  and  the  Panama  Canal  Company  resulting  from  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


122  FOBEIOir   RELATIONS. 

purchase  by  the  latter  of  the  controlling  interest  in  the  Panama  Rail  way- 
Company ;  and  likewise  of  the  controversy  between  the  same  parties 
touching  the  payment  of  expenses  incident  to  a  military  force  along  the 
line  of  the  works  of  the  canal. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  under  separate  cover,  by  this  mail, 
duplicate  copies  of  a  report  by  the  Colombian  minister  of  Nuance  to  the 
Congress  of  the  Eepublic  "  showing  the  progress  and  present  status  '^  of 
both  these  controversies.  Its  great  length  and  my  want  of  clerical  as- 
sistance renders  it  quite  impossible  to  send  you  an  English  translfttion, 
but  its  salient  points  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

The  Colombian  Government  claims  (1)  that  the  canal  company  should 
pay  the  expenses  of  keeping  up  such  a  military  force  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  maintain  order  and  give  security  to  the  interoceanic  transit 
along  the  line  of  the  canal  works,  in  accordance  with  a  fair  interpre- 
tation of  article  8  of  the  contract  of  March  23,  1878  ;•  and  (2)  that  the 
company  should  pay  to  Colombia  the  indemnity  reserved  to  the  Republic 
in  article  2  of  the  contract  of  July  5, 1867,  with  the  Panama  Railway 
Company,  since  by  article  3  of  the  contract  of  March  23,  1878,  this  in- 
demnity is  made  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  concessions  to  the 
canal  company. 

With  reference  to  the  first  named,  it  seems  that  the  company  in  Paris 
refuses  to  ratify  the  agreements  of  the  6th  of  June  last,  made  with  its 
agent  in  Bogota,  for  the  payment  of  $55,000  annually  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  military  force  along  the  line  of  the  canal  works,  and  that  it 
now  ofiets  to  pay  only  (20,000  annually  for  that  purpose,  which  Colom- 
bia rejects.  The  clause  of  the  contract  (of  March  23, 1878)  on  which  the 
Government  bases  this  claim  is  the  last  sentence  in  article  8,  and  reads 
as  follows :  '<Ser4  igualmente  de  cargo  de  la  companla  el  pago  de  los 
gastos  que  ocasione  la  maqtencion  de  la  fuerza  publica  que  se  jnzqne 
necesario  para  la  segnridad  del  tr4nsito  interoce^nico;"  or,  being  traus- 
lated,  provides  that  "the  expenses  occasioned  by  the  maintenance  of 
such  a  public  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  security  of  the 
interoceanic  transit  shall  be  likewise  paid  by  the  company."  The  com- 
pany, however,  construes  this  as  relating  to  the  water  transit,  after  the 
canal  shall  have  been  opened. 

With  reference  to  the  second  claim  above  mentioned,  it  is  predicated 
upon  the  following  clause  in  article  3  of  the  contract  of  March  23, 1878, 
and  which  I  translate  as  follows : 

If  the  line  of  the  canal  to  he  opened  from  ocean  to  ocean  shoald  pa«8to  the  west- 
ward and  northward  of  an  imaginary  straight  line  connecting  Cape  Tihuron  with 
Point  Qarachine,  the  grantees  shall  come  to  some  amicable  understanding  with  the 
Panama  Railway  Company,  or  pay  to  it  an  indemnity  to  he  determined  according  to 
the  provisions  in  law  46,  of  the  16th  of  August,  1867,  approving  the  contract  of  July 
5,  1867,  and  amendatory  of  the  law  of  April  15,  1850,  relative  to  the  construction  of 
a  railway  from  ocean  to  ocean  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Law  46,  of  the  16th  of  August,  1867,  here  referred  to,  merely  approves 
the  modified  contract  with  the  Panama  Railway  Company  of  July  5, 
1867,  the  second  article  of  which,  in  the  English  text,  is  as  follows : 

The  Government  of  the  Repuhlic  hinds  itself,  during  the  time  that  the  exclusive 
privilege  which  is  conceded  to  the  company  for  the  working  of  the  railroad  remains 
m  force,  not  to  construct  for  itself  nor  to  cpncede  to  any  person  or  company,  hy  any 
title  whatever,  the  power  to  estahlish  any  other  railroad  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama; 
and  it  also  stipulates  that  while  the  said  privilege  continues  in  force  the  Qovemment 
shall  not  have  the  power  of  undertaking  for  itself,  nor  permitting  any  person  to  under- 
take  without  the  concurrence' and  consent  of  said  company,  the  opening  or  working 
of  any  maritime  canal  which  may  unite  the  two  oceans  across  the  said  Isthmus  m 

*  Made  March  20,  hut  ratified  hy  Congress  March  23, 1878. 
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Panama  to  the  west  of  the  line  of  Cape  Tibaron,  on  the  Atlantic,  and  Point  Garachine, 
on  the  Pacific.  Bat  it  remains  stipnlated  that  the  right  which  is  conceded  to  the 
company  to  ^ve  its  consent  does  not  extend  to  its  opposing  the  construction  of  a 
canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  (except  on  the  actual  route  of  the  railroad  itself)i 
hat  only  to  its  exacting  an  eq^uitable  price  for  such  privilegef  and  as  indemnification 
for  the  damages  which  the  railroad  company  may  suffer  by  the  rivalry  or  comi>etition 
of  the  canal. 

If  the  sum  which  may  be  demanded  by  the  company  shall  not  appear  equitable  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  then  it  shall  be  fixed  by  arbitra- 
tors in  ^ew  York  or  Panama,  one  to  be  named  by  the  Government  and  the  other  by 
the  company  ;  and  in  case  of  their  not  agreeing,  the  two  shall  name  a  third,  whose 
decision  shall  be  without  appeal.  In  pronouncing  their  decision  the  arbitrators  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  grounds  upon  which  the  company  rests  and  the  informa- 
tion which  the  Government  shall  give  upon  the  matter,  and  in  view  thereof  they  shall 
decide,  without  appeal,  as  they  may  deem  most  just  and  equitable.  The  sum,  whatever 
it  may  be,  which  shall  be  finally  designated,  shall  belong,  one-half  to  the  railroad 
company  and  one-half  to  the  Government  of  Colombia. 

The  Colombian  Government  contends,  therefore,  that  whilst  it  is  op- 
tional with  the  railroad  company  to  demand  indemnity,  its  failure  to 
do  so  does  not  destroy  Colombia's  right  to  demand  the  moiety  of  such 
damages  caused  to  the  railway  by  the  canal  as  may  meet  her  approval 
or  as  may  be  fixed  by  arbitration;  that  if  the  canal  company,  in  disre- 
gard of  the  reversionary  interests  of  the  Government  in  the  railroad, 
have  made  certain  negotiations  with  the  railway  company  which  evince 
a  purpose  to  destroy  or  avoid  rights  incident  to  those  interests  and  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  contract  of  March  23, 1878,  the  nation  may,  and 
ought  to,  demand  of  it  damages  therefor;  that  if  those  negotiations 
took  the  form  of  a  purchase,  at  an  exorbitant  price,  of  a  majority  of  the  * 
shares  in  the  railway  company,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the 
payment  of  indemnity,  the  injury  caused  to  the  railway  itself  by  opening 
a  canal  within  the  limits  named  will  be  non^  the  less  real;  and  that,  as 
the  Government  was  not  consulted  in  such  ti%nsaction,  its  rights  in  the 
railway  cannot  be  held  to  be  nullified  or  in  any  way  impaired  by  it ; 
consequently,  the  Government,  as  the  ultimate  owner  of  the  railway, 
has  no  other  alternative  than  in  a  demand  upon  the  canal  company  for 
the  moiety  of  any  damages  caused  to  it  by  the  opening  of  a  maritime 
canal  along  its  line. 

For  the  purpose  of  pressing  this  claim  upon  the  canal  company  the 
Government  commissioned  a  special  agent*  to  treat  with  it  in  Paris. 

The  agent  was  courteously  received,  but  his  mission  has  proved  an 
utter  failure.  The  company,  when  pressed  by  him  for  some  expression, 
stated  quite  plainly  that  the  demand  as  presented  could  not  be  enter- 
tained. This  led  to  a  lengthy  and  somewhat  acrimonious  correspondence 
between  Dr.  Galindo,  Colombian  minister  of  finance,  and  M.  de  Lesseps, 
which  you  will  find  in  the  report  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  but 
which,  up  to  the  present  time,  seems  to  have  been  wholly  barren  of  any 
practical  results. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  L.  SCRUGGS. 

P.  S. — Since  the  date  of  this  dispatch,  and  before  the  closing  of  the 
mail,  I  learn  that  the  President,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  has  instructed  the  Colombian  diplomatic  agent  in  Paris  to  sus 
pend  all  negotiations  with  the  canal  company  touching  the  reclamations 
referred  to  until  Congress  can  take  some  action  in  regard  thereto. 

W.  L.  S. 

*Dr.  Gil  Colaiye,  of  Panama,  formerly  Colombian  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 
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No.  70. 
Mr.  Scruggs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  156.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  May  12,  1884.     (Eeceived  June  28.) 

Sir:  You  are  aware  that  the  concession  by  the  Government  of  Co- 
lombia to  the  Panama  Canal  Company  includes  large  grants  of  land, 
not  only  along  the  line  and  at  the  termini  of  the  canal  itself,  but  also 
600,000  hectares  (or,  say,  about  800,000  acres)  at  such  other  places  on 
or  near  the  Isthmus  as  the  company  may  select;  and  the  Department 
has  been  already  advised  that  the  Colombian  Executive,  acting  under 
authority  confeiTcd  by  law  28,  of  May  18, 1878,  formally  ceded  to  the 
company,  in  December  last,  the  lands  stipulated  for  in  the  concession 
referred  to.  A  board  of  commissioners  appointed  and  sent  out  by  the 
company  in  Paris  is  now  understood  to  be  engaged  in  locating  and 
surveying  these  lands ;  and  the  company,  it  seems,  no  longer  conceals 
a  purpose  to  people  them  with  French  colonists,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  French  Government. 

I  learn  that  among  the  lands  likely  to  be  selected  by  this  commission, 
is  the  uninhabited  island  of  Coiba,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Bay  of  Pan- 
ama. 

This  island  contains  an  area  of  about  140  square  miles,  and  is  said  to 
•  be  well  supplied  with  fresh  water  and  forest  timber.    It  has,  I  believe, 
a  very  snug  little  harbor  on  the  seaward  side.    A  glance  at  the  map 
will  show  its  importance  as  a  maritime  station.    It  commands  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  bay  from  tjie  South  Pacific.    •    •    • 

I  infer,  as  well  from  certain  intimations  by  the  company's  representa- 
tive in  this  city  as  from  the  reports  made  to  this  legation  by  Mr.  Consul 
Adamson,  that  the  commission  will  endeavor  to  select  a  large  tract  of 
land  near  the  port  of  David,  in  the  district  of  Chiriqui,  and  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  probable  selections  on  the  opposite  or  Atlantic  side,  it  has 
in  view  a  small  uninhabited  island  or  headland  on  the  same  coast. 

These  facts  in  themselves  considered  may  not  be  deemed  very  impor- 
tant^ but  when  considered  in  connection  with  the  circumstances  at- 
tendmg  the  Paris  congress  of  May.  1879,  and  the  subsequently  devel- 
oped foreign  policy  of  the  Fi%nch  Government,  they  are  probably  not 
without  significance. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  L.  SCRUGGS. 


COREA. 

No.  71. 

Mr,  Foote  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  33.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

8e6uly  October  22, 1883.    (Received  December  20.) 
Sm :  A  noted  innovation  in  the  somewhat  peculiar  customs  of  this 
country  occurred  on  the  20th  instant,  in  the  presentation  of  Mrs.  Foote 
to  their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  heir  apparent. 
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Besides  the  royal  family,  only  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who  is  a 
relation  of  the  Qaeen,  the  conrt  ladies,  and  the  interpreter  were  pres- 
ent   It  was  attended  with  much  ceremony,  and  is  the  first  eveut  of  the 
kind  which  has  occurred  in  the  history  of  Corea. 
I  have,  &c, 

LUCIUS  H.  FOOTB. 


No.  72. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysm  to  Mr,  Foote. 

No.  31.]  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washinfftony  November  12, 1883. 
Sib  :  Recently,  at  the  instance  of  the  President,  I  tendered  to  Min  Tong 
Ik,  of  the  late  Ohosunese  embassy  to  this  Government,  and  two  of  his 
suite  whom  he  should  select,  passage  to  Corea  on  board  of  the  United 
States  ship  Trenton,  which  is  soon  to  depart  for  eastern  waters.  The 
offer  was  duly  accepted  by  the  minister,  and  I  have  now  to  advise  you 
of  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, in  which  he  states  that  directions  have  been  given  to  Oapt.  B.  L. 
Phythian,  commanding  that  vessel,  to  establish  a  general  cabin  mess,  to 
be  presided  over  by  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  the  Corean 
minister  and  suite  while  on  board  of  the  Trenton,  the  expense  of  which 
will  be  paid  from  the  contingent  appropriation  for  the  Navy. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FEBLINGHUYSEN. 


No.  73. 

Mr.  Foote  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Ko.  46.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

SeSul^  Corea,  December  17, 1883.     (Received  Feb.  2, 1884.) 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No. 27,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  reception  and  attentions  accorded 
to  the  special  mission  accredited  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Tab  Cho- 
8UU  to  the  Govjemment  of  the  United  States.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  refer  to  the  great  interest  which  I  have  felt  personally  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  mission. 

The  members  of  the  embassy  have  not  as  yet  reached  Se6ul,  but 
already  ramors  of  the  cordial  welcome  extended  to  them  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States  are  in  circulation. 

The  opportunity  afforded  them  to  examine  not  only  the  practical 
working  of  our  system  of  Government  but  to  see  our  industries  and  to 
learn  our  sources  of  wealth  and  prosperity,  as  well  as  to  come  directly  in 
contact  with  our  citizens  and  to  experience  so  many  acts  of  pergonal 
kindness,  cannot  but  produce  a  marked  and  beneficial  result  upon  this 
strange  and  interesting  people. 

That  they  will  snrely  and  readily  adopt  advanx^  ideas  there  is  no 
doabt,  and  ont  of  the  new  growth  will  come  national  prosperity  and 
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individaal  amelioration.    Aside  from  auy  commercial  considerations, 
the  part  which  oar  Government  has  taken  in  this  regeneration  is  not 
devoid  of  satisfaction. 
I  am,  &c., 

LUCIUS  H.  FOOTE. 


No.  74. 

Mr,  Foote  to  Mr.  Frelinghnyseii. 

No.  70.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Seoul^  Gorea,  April  29,  1884.  (Eeceived  June  23.) 
SiB:  As  an  indication  of  the  sluggishness  of  commerce  in  Gorea  I 
may  mention  that,  exclusive  of  the  Japanese  and  Ghinese,  only  two 
foreign  commercial  houses,  one  American  and  the  other  British,  have 
thus  far  made  any  attempt  to  establish  agencies  here.  There  is  one 
notable  cause  for  this,  viz,  there  being  no  money  other  than  copper 
cash,  the  traffic  must  necessarily  be  done  by  bartering  one  product 
for  another;  and  our  people  either  cannot  successfully  compete  with 
the  Japanese  and  Ghinese,  or  they  do  not  care  to  engage  in  this  small 
business.  It  takes  time  to  educate  these  people  to  their  own  necessi- 
ties and  to  the  superiority  of  foreign  wares,  and  that  pioneer  work 
necessarily  involves  loss.  I  notice,  however,  small  lots  of  coal-oil,  for- 
eign cotton  goods,  and  other  commodities  on  sale' in  the  Gorean  shops. 
The  export  of  Gorean  products  will  gradually  stimulate  the  productiou- 
and  thus,  with  the  means  to  purchase,  the  demand  for  foreign  mer, 
chandise  will  increase. 
I  have,  &c., 

LUGIUS  H.  FOOTE. 


No.  75. 

Mr.  Foote  io  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  83.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

8e6ulj  Corea,  June  17,  1884.    (Received  August  4.) 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  ship 
Trenton,  Gapt.  Robert  L.  Phythian  commanding,  arrived  f\^  the  port  of 
Jenchnan  on  the  31st  ultimo,  with  members  of  the  Gorean  embassy  on 
board. 

Large  numbers  of  the  Gorean  officials  went  from  the  capital  to  meet 
the  returning  envoy,  Min  Yong  Ik,  who  arrived  at  Se6ul  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2d  instant. 

On  the  following  morning  he  called  upon  me  and  expressed  his  grati- 
fication at  the  great  kindness  shown  him  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  whereby  he  had  been  enabled  to  see  the  world.  He  said, 
<<I  was  bom  in  the  dark;  I  went  out  into  the  light,  and  now  I  have  re- 
turned into  the  dark  again;  I  cannot  as  yet  see  my  way  clearly,  but  I 
hop^  to  soon.''  Himself  and  Mr.  Hong  will  become  the  leaders  of  the 
progressive  party. 
I  am,  &c., 

LUGIUS  H.  FOOTE. 
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No.  76. 

Mr.  Foote  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  86.]  ^    Legation  op  the  United  States, 

SeSulj  CoreUj  June  19,  1884.  (Received  August  4.) 
Sib  :  On  the  3d  insiant  I  received  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the 
Corean  foreign  oflflce,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  inviting 
the  captain  and  other  ofQcers  of  the  United  States  ship  Trenton  to  visit 
the  capital  as  the  guests  of  the  Government,  a  house  having  already 
been  prepared  for  this  purpose.  I  at  once  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the 
ship  with  the  invitation,  and  on  the  7th  instant  Oapt.  R.  L.  Phythian, 
Dr.  B.  S.  Bogert,  Chaplain  W.  O.  Holway,  Chief  Engineer  J.  Trilley, 
Lieut.  Asa  Walker,  Lieut.  A.  G.  Berry,  Engineer  J.  L.  D.  Borthwick. 
Lieut.  C.  G.  Calkins,  Dr.  H.  B.  3cott,  Ensign  P.  W.  Hourigan,  and 
Naval  Cadet  W.  J.  Wilson  arrived.  Every  attention  was  shown  to 
them  en  routes  an  escort  and  sedan  chairs  provided,  and  an  official  of 
rank  directed  to  accompany  them.  On  the  9th  they  visited  the  foreign 
office,  and  on  the  12th,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  King,  they 
were  presented  at  court.  Upon  that  occasion  His  Majesty  took  the  op- 
portunity again  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  great  kindness  shown 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  his  envoys.  The  attentions, 
both  public  and  private,  shown  to  the  officers  of  the  Trenton  were 
marked  and  significant. 
I  have,  &c., 

LUCIUS  H,  FOOTK. 


[Inolosore  in  No.  85.— Translation.] 

Kim  Peung  Si  to  Mr.  Fooie. 

To  his  ExoeUency  Lucius  H.  Foote, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniiter  Plenipotentiary  for  the  United  Statee  : 
Sir:  Permit  me,  on  behalf  of  mv  Government  aa  weU  as  for  myself,  to  express 
thanks  for  the  great  kindness  manifested  by  your  Government  in  sending  her  man-of- 
war  to  transport  the  Corean  embassy  to  their  home.  We  desire  to  invite  the  captain 
snd  officers  of  the  United  States  ship  Trenton  to  Se6al.  I  therefore  have  the  honor  to 
teqaest  your  exceUenoy  to  send  Mr.  Yon  Ichi  Ho  to  Jenchnan  as  a  special  messenger 
to  convey  this  invitation  to  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Trenton.  By  so  doing  yon 
▼ill  place  me  under  obligations. 

KIH  PEUNG  81. 


No.  77. 

Mr.  Foote  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  103.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

SeSulj  Corea,  September  1,  1884.  (Received  November  3.) 
Sm:  Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  received 
viaitB  from  the  French  Catholic  priests  stationed  in  Oorea.  Taking:  care 
that  the  fact  of  such  visits  was  made  known  to  His  Majesty,  I  have, 
also,  from  time  to  time,  freely  expressed  my  opinion  in  regard  to  relig- 
icms  liberty,  saying  that  it  was  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  Government  that  every  man  should  have  the  right  to  worship  God 
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according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  and  that  all  perseca- 
tion  for  opinion's  sake  was  held  in  ntter  abhorrence.  In  Jnly  last  the 
Eev.  E.  S.  Maclay,  D.  D.,  a  Protestant  missionary  stationed  many  yeaiB 
in  the  East,  visited  Gorea,  with  the  view,  if  possible,  of  establishing  a 
mission  school  and  hospital.  Daring  his  stay  at  Se6al  he  was  a  gaest 
at  this  legation,  and  the  object  of  his  visit  was  fireely  discussed.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  serious  objection,  and  since  his  departure  I  have  re- 
ceived the  assurance  of  His  Majesty  that  not  only  will  no  obstacle  be 
thrown  in  the  way,  but  that  the  establishment  of  a  mission  school  and 
hospital  at  Sedul  will  be  tacitly  encouraged. 
I  have,  &c., 

LUCIUS  H.  FOOIB. 


FRANCE, 

No.  78. 
Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  464.]  Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  December  26, 1883.    (Eeceived  January  10, 1884.) 

Sib  :  The*  action  of  those  opposed  to  the  free  admission  of  American 
pork  has  produced  such  a  result  that  all  the  efforts  made  by  this  lega- 
tion  during  many  months  to  obtain  an  entirely  satisfactory  settlement 
of  this  vexed  question  are  likely  to  prove  fruitless. 

About  two  weeks  ago  Mr.  Gaudin,  a  deputy  from  Nantes,  the  center 
of  the  French  pork-packing  business,  introduced  in  the  House  a  bfll 
providing  for  a  system  of  inspection  of  all  salted  pork  coming  from 
abroad.  This  bill,  which  is  substantially  the  same  as  the  one  voted  by 
the  Chamber  last  year,  but  defeated  in  the  Senate,  and  of  which  I  sent 
a  translation  to  the  Department  with  my  No.  146  of  March  31, 1882,  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  where  it  was  expected  to  remain  without  being 
acted  upon  by  the  committee. 

A  few  days  ago,  quite  unexpectedly,  Mr.  Paul  Bert,  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  Mr.  Gambetta's  cabinet  and  a  scientist  of  note,  asked  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  Chamber  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  decree  of 
November  27,  again  admitting  the  free  importation  of  American  pork, 
until  the  Chamber  should  have  acted  upon  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Gaudin.  Mr.  Paul  Bert  grounded  his  request  on  motives  of  public 
health ;  he  described  in  vivid  terms  the  fearful  consequences  of  an  epi- 
demic of  trichinosis,  and  asserted  that  he  knew  from  his  own  personal 
experiments  as  well  as  by  those  made  by  others  that  trichinae  did  not 
exist  in  French  pork  and  did  exist  in  foreign  pork. 

Mr.  Herisson,  the  minister  of  commerce,  replied  to  Mr.  Paul  Bert  that 
the  Government  could  not  comply  with  his  request ;  that  its  action  in 
the  matter  had  been  duly  considered,  and  that  he  and  his  colleagues  were 
satisfied  that  the  free  importation  of  American  pork  would  not  be  at- 
tended with  any  danger  to  the  public  health. 

This  plain  and  unequivocal  answer  did  not  satisfy  Mr.  Paul  Bert,  who 
moved  to  interpellate  the  Government  on  the  question.    The  interpel- 
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lation  was  granted,  and  it  came  before  the  Hoase  on  Satnrday  last,  the 
22(1  instant. 

Mr.  Paul  Bert  repeated  his  request  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
decree  canceling  the  one  prohibiting  American  pork  until  some  definite 
action  be  taken  by  the  Chamber,  and  submitted  the  following  order  of 
the  day: 

"The  Chamber  considering  that  it  is  proper  to  delay  the  admission  of 
American  x)ork  until  after  the  debate  upon  the  bill  now  ]>ending,  passes 
to  the  order  of  the  day.'' 

Mr.  Herisson  declared  that  he  was  obliged  to  oppose  this  order  of  the 
day;  that,  as  stated  before,  the  Government  had  acted  only  after  mature 
deliberation,  and  upon  thead\iceof  the  Academy  of  Medicine;  that  not 
a  single  case  of  trichinosis  had  been  detected  either  in  England,  in  Bel- 
gium, and  in  Switzerland,  where  American  pork  is  freely  introduced,  or  in 
France  when  free  importation  was  the  rule;  that  the  epidemic  of  trich- 
inosis, which  recently  appeared  in  Germany,  was  known  to  have  been 
caused  by  German  pork,  and  that  consequently  there  was  no  good  reason 
to  recall  a  measure  which  was  satisfactory  to  so  many  people  and  open 
to  80  little  objection. 

Mr.  Paul  Bert  said  that  the  facts  stated  by  the  minister  were  not  as 
conclusive  as  he  supposed  thej'  were ;  that  trichinosis  was  not  easily 
detected ;  that  its  diagnosis  was  exactly  the  same  as  typhoid  fever,  and 
that  it  was  very  likely  that  many  people  had  died  of  it  without  the 
cause  being  made  known ;  and  that,  contrary  to  an  opinion  generally 
shared,  salt  did  not  kill  the  trichinae,  nor  did  the  cooking  except  when 
the  boiling  of  the  meat  is  carried  to  70^  centigrade.  In  short,  he  be- 
lieved the  danger  arising  from  the  free  admission  of  foreign  pork  was 
very  great,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  very  unwise  not  to  regulate  in 
•  some  way  its  impoitation  into  France. 

Finally,  aft»r  a  long  debate,  in  which  the  same  arguments  were  as- 
serted and  reasserted  in  many  shapes,  the  question  came  to  a  vote,  and 
the  order  of  the  day,  proposed  by  Mr.  Paul  Bert,  was  carried  by  272 
votes  against  153. 

It  is  but  simple  justice  to  state  that  Mr.  Herisson  earnestly  opposed 
every  effort  of  Mr.  Paul  Bert  and  of  his  associates  in  behalf  of  the  Frenoh 
hog  raisers  and  packers.  It  is  admitted  openly  that  public  health  has 
little  bearing  upon  the  subject  in  its  present  stage ;  it  is  simply  now 
a  question  of  protection. 

#  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON, 

[Poetsoript] 

Paris,  December  28, 1883. 

To  comply  with  the  vote  of  the  Chamber  it  was  decided  yesterday  in 
cabinet  council  to  prohibit  the  free  importation  of  American  pork  unt^l 
parliamentary  action  is  taken  in  the  matter.  In  the  mean  time  American 
pork  will  be  admitted  at  the  ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and  Nantes, 
where  an  examination  of  the  meat  will  take  place  under  the  control  and 
at  the  exx>en8e  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  those  places. 

This  measure  is  satisfactory  to  the  French  importers,  but  the  protec- 
tionists will  probably  oppose  it,  as  many  of  the  members  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  are  interested  in  making  the  inspection  as  easy  as  pos- 
sible. It  is  to  be  feared,  therefore,  that  the  propriety  of  this  measure 
▼ill  be  questioned  in  the  Chamber. 
9fb 
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The  department  of  commerce  contemplates  the  introduction  of  a  new 

bill  providing  for  a  system  of  inspection. 

•  ••«••• 

The  National  of  last  night,  speaking  of  this  bill  (the  one  recently  in- 
ti'oduced  into  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  empowering  the  Presideut  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  articles  injurious  to  public  health  from  coun- 
tries which  on  the  same  ground  prohibit  American  products),  says  ^'  it 
was  at  first  directed  against  Germany  only ;  but  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  vote  of  the  Chamber  postponing  the  removal  of  the  restric- 
tion on  American  pork,  France  will  now  have  to  take  her  place  by  the 
side  of  Germany,  and  be  equally  made  the  victim  of  these  reprisals. 
Owing  to  the  order  of  the  day  of  Mr.  Paul  Bert,  French  products  are 
going  to  be  driven  out  from  America.  It  belongs  to  the  Government  to 
take  steps  as  early  as  possible  to  prevent  an  eventuality  which  would 
be  so  damaging  to  French  commerce." 

L.  P.  M.. 


No.  79. 
Mr.  Frelinghuy$en  to  Mr,  Morton. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  27, 1883. 
Mr.  Frelinghnysen  informs  Mr.  Morton  that  he  is  in  receipt  of  com- 
plaints of  great  injury  to  large  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States 
through  the  vacillating  action  of  the  French  authorities ;  that  Mr.  Mor- 
ton's diligence  in  the  matter  of  prohibitory  decree  is  appreciated,  and 
it  is  not  doubted  that  he  will  continue  his  energetic  action  to  secure  its 
permanent  repeal. 


No.  80. 
*  Mr.  Morton  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

rTelc£^mm.] 

Paris,  December  28, 1883. 
Pork  again  prohibited  until  the  Chamber  passes  upon  the  bill  to  in- 
augurate a  system  of  inspection.    Meantime  it  will  be  admitted  at  the 
ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and  Nantes,  subject  to  inspection  under  the 
direction  of  the  chambers  of  commerce  of  those  cities. 

MORTON. 


No.  81. 
Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

rTeleKTftm;] 

Pabis,  December  28, 1883. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  decrees  of  27th  November,  which  will  be  pub- 
lished to-morrow,  limits  the  time  for  the  admission  of  American  pork 
Sroducts  to  the  20th  January  at  the  ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and 
[arseilles  instead  of  Nantes. 
Telegram  of  yesterday  received  this  morning. 

MORTON. 
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No.  82, 
Mr.  Morion  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

[Telegram.] 

Paris,  December  29, 1883. 

It  was  stated  in  Chamber  that  Dr.  Dettmar,  who  was  charged  by 

Amencan  Govemnient  to  investigate  trichinosis  question,  advised  in  his 

official  report  that  all  the  hogs  of  the  districts  where  trichinsB  had  made 

its  appearance  should  be  destroyed.    Important  to  be  fVilly  informed. 

MORTON. 


No.  83. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morion. 

[Telegimni.l 

Washington,  December  29, 1883. 
Dettmers  stated,  incorrectly,  in  1878-1879,  in  report  on  swine  plague, 
not  trichinae,  that  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  West,  and  hogs  laboring 
under  it  were  carelessly  sent  to  market.  He  has  since,  in  newspapers, 
expressed  erroneous  views  on  swine  disease  generally  in  the  West* 
Curtis,  a  thorough  expert,  who  is  investigating  trichinosis,  reports  to 
Agricultural  Department  that  there  is  very  little  disease  of  any  kind  ; 
that  Dettmers  is  mistaken ;  that  great  care  is  taken  by  breeders  and 
packers  to  send  healthy  pork  to  mai  ket.  Commissioner  Agriculture  en- 
tirely accepts  Curtis's  staten>ent.  At  meeting  Swine  Breeders'  Associ- 
ation unanimously  stated  no  disease  whatever  had  occurred  among 
swine  in  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Ohio,  whence 
members  were  present. 

FEELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  84. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  2, 1884. 
Bepresent  that  decree  published  29th,  only  allows  three  weeks,  till 
20th  January,  for  importation  American  pork  at  three  ports  named.  As 
we  have  only  occasional  steam  communication  with  Bordeaux  and  Mar- 
seilles and  none  with  Nantes,  first  named  as  a  port,  it  is  probable  that 
bona  fide  shipments  for  France  may  have  been  made  by  sailing  vessels. 
You  will  ask  that  the  time  be  extended  to  February  1  for  all  vessels^ 
and  that  in  case  sailing  vessels  show  legitmate  shipments  made  before 
December  29,  entry  be  granted,  subject  to  any  reasonale  inspection. 

FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  85. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton., 

:So.  413.  J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  2,  1884. 
Sir :  For  your  information  I  send  herewith  copies  of  telegrams  re- 
ceived from  Chicago  on  the  recent  vote  in  the  French  Ohamber  of  Dep- 
uties reinstating  prohibition  of  importation  of  American  hog  products: 

Chicago,  December  26, 1883. 
Mod.  Fred'k  T.  Frelinghuysen, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington : 
The  recent  vote  in  French  Chamber  of  Depaties  reinstating  prohibition  of  importa- 
tion of  American  hog  products  is  as  you  arc  aware  a  serious  blow  to  the  provision  inter- 
icsts  of  the  whole  country  as  well  as  those  of  the  farmers  of  the  Northwest. 

Understanding  that  the  French  Government  is  favorable  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
prohibitoiy  decree,  and  believing  that  Congress  when  reassembled  will  define  a  retal- 
iatory policy,  we  ask  that  you  will  instruct  our  minister  to  France  to  work  with  nt- 
auost  energy ,to  bring[  about  repeal  of  decree,  intimating,  if  yon  think  proper,  that  such 
^action  by  Congress  is  probable.  This  we  know  would  be  of  greatest  value  and  would 
undoubtedly  produce  most  favorable  results. 

ARMOUR  Sl  CO. 

Chicago,  December  27,  1883. 
Hon.  Fred'k  T.  Frelinghuysen, 

Secretary  of  State,  fFashington : 
I  earnestly  urge  your  special  attention  to  the  dispatch  sent  you  by  Armour  &  Co., 
of  this  city,  regarding  the  French  prohibition  of  hog  products.    If  continued  it  will 
ibo  a  serious  blow  to  American  capital  and  a  heavy  loss  to  our  roanufactoring  and 
farming  interests. 

Prompt  action  seems  to  me  necessary. 

R.  W.  DUNHAM,  M.  C. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  86. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

INo.  466. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  January  3, 1884.    (Received  January  18.) 

Sm:  On  the  26th  ultimo  (dispatch  464),  I  informed  the  Department 
of  the  resolution  voted  by  the  Ohamber  of  Deputies,  a  few  days  before, 
expressing  the  desire  that  the  free  admission  of  American  pork  be  again 
suspended,  and  of  the  action  the  Government  felt  compelled  to  take  in 
consequence  of  this  vote. 

When  ray  dispatch  was  forwarded  (Friday,  the  28th),  I  had  not  seen 
the  text  of  the  new  prohibitory  decree,  which  was  only  issued  on  the 
following  day,  bnt  my  telegram  of  the  same  evening,  of  which  a  copy 
is  herewith  inclosed,  gave  yon  its  substance.  I  have  the  honor  of  send- 
ung  to-day  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  decree,  and  of  a  report  of  the 
minister  of  commerce  to  the  President,  explaining  his  motives. 

At  the  President's  reception  on  New  Year's  day  I  had  occasion  of 
Tccurriug  again  to  this  subject  with  the  president  of  the  council  and  the 
minister  of  commerce,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  both  seem  as  desirous 
£ts  I  am  of  securing  the  permanent  removal  of  any  obstruction  to  the 
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importation  in  France  of  American  pork.  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Ferry  that 
I  had  not  failed  to  inform  you  of  his  sincere  desire  to  comply  with  my 
requests  in  the  matter,  and  that  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  dispatch  express- 
ing your  appreciation  of  his  Mendly  language  and  course,  and  instruct- 
ing me  to  convey  to  him  the  satisfaction  felt  by  the  Government  of  the* 
United  States  with  his  action,  which  I  intended  to  do  in  a  more  formal 
manner.  "This  action  of  ours,^  said  Mr.  Ferry,  "is  not  over;  we  do 
not  intend  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  now  stands ;  we  are  collecting  facts 
and  scientific  opinions  which  are  of  such  weight  that  they  cannot  fail 
to  impress  favorably  the  Chamber.'^  Mr.  Herisson  confirmed  this  state- 
ment. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  exists  in  the  public  mind  a  strong: 
prejudice  against  American  pork,  a  prejudice  which  has  been  unfortu- 
nately to  some  extent  created  or  aggravated  by  certain  American  news- 
paper articles  of  which  the  French  protectionists  adroitly  took  advan- 
tage. It  was  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  upon  the  authority  of  sum 
American  scientist  that  I  telegraphed  you  to  ascertain  the  correctness 
of  those  attributed  to  Dr.  Dettmar.  Your  answer  furnished  me  witlM 
valuable  information,  the  insertion  of  which  I  procured  in  all  the  lead- 
ing French  as  well  as  in  other  papers. 

Your  cipher  dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  expressing  your  satisfaction 
with  my  diligence  in  the  matter,  and  the  hope  that  energetic  eflfortsi 
would  be  continued  to  secure  the  i>ermanent  repeal  of  the  prohibition^ 
was  duly  received.  I  highly  appreciate  the  expression  of  approval^ 
and  Hhall  spare  no  exertion  to  second  your  efforts  in  this  matter  so 
important  to  our  commerce.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  a  note  addressed  to 
Mr.  Ferry,  on  the  2d  instant,  of  the  telegrams  above  mentioned,  and  of 
the  one  given  to  the  press. 
I  have,  &o., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 


I 


[Incloenre  1  in  No.  466.— Decree  published  in  Joarnal  Offioiel.— Translatioii.] 
DECREE. 

The  Presideiit  of  the  French  Republic,  upon  the  report  of  the  Diinieter  of  com- 
merce, decrees : 

Articlk  1.  The  execution  of  the  decree  of  November  27,  1883,  is  adjourned ;  is  ia 
eoiueqoence  suspended  until  such  time  os  provision  is  made  by  a  law  upon  the  intro- 
doction  of  pork  into  France,  the  importation  of  the  said  salted  meat  coming  from  the^ 
Uuited  States  of  America. 

Aht.  2.  Nevertheless,  for  contracts  already  made,  this  meat  can  be  admitt«<l  ex> 
ceptionally  until  the  20th  of  January,  18S4,  by  the  ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and 
Maneilles,  and  upon  the  condition  that  it  shall  be  stated  that  it  answers  to  the* 
docription  known  in  commerce  under  the  name  of  ^^ fully  cured^^;  that  it  is  healthy, 
tbat  it  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  and  that  the  curing  is  complete. 
This  statement  shall  be  made  by  experts  specially  appointed  by  the  prefects. 
The  importers  must  declare  before  any  discharge  that  they  consent  to  pay  the  cost^ 
^t  the  inspection  of  the  experts  may  entail. 

The  maximum  of  the  tariff  of  these  costs  shall  be  fixed  by  the  chambers  of  com- 
nwrce. 

Airr.3.  The  ministers  of  commerce  and  finance  are  charged,  each  one  in  so  far  as  ho 
^J  be  concerned,  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 
l>ODe  at  Pariu,  December  2d,  1883. 

JULES  GRfiVY. 
By  the  President  of  the  Republic. 
The  minister  of  commerce, 

Cn.  Herisson. 
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[Xnolocnre  2  in  Ko.  466.~TTMi8lAtioii.] 
Mr,  Heri9$oW$  repwi  to  the  President  of  the  Bej^lio. 

Monsieur  le  President  :  On  the  27th  Noyember  last  I  had  the  honor  to  sabmit 
for  your  signature  a  decree  repealing  that  of  the  18th  Febmary,  1881,  which  pro- 
hibited on  the  territory  of  the  Republic  the  importation  of  salted  pork  ooming  from 
the  United  States.  This  measure  was  ^rounded  ui>on  the  opinion  of  the  Academv 
of  Medicine  and  upon  the  decision  of  the  consultative  committee  of  public  health 
of  France,  specially  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  the  matter. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies,  at  its  sitting  on  the  22d  December,  evinced  the  denire 
that  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  27th  November  should  be  postponed  until  the 
diHcussion  of  a  proposed  law,  of  which  it  has  already  had  notice. 

The  object  of  the  decree  annexed  herewith  is  to  satisfy  this  desire  in  suspending^ 
the  importation  of  American  pork. 

In  order,  however,  to  avoid  confusion  in  commercial  transactions,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  likewise  for  your  high  approbation  a  temporary  measure  with  the  view 
of  conciliating  the  various  interests  involved. 

It  is  as  well  to  recall  in  this  connection  that  when  the  decree  of  the  18th  of 
February,  1861,  had  for  the  first  time  edicted  the  formal  prohibition  of  American 
pork,  the  importation  of  the  said  meat  was  none  the  less,  in  consequence  of  the 
importance  o^"  the  operations  engaged,  authorized  until  May  20  of  the  same  year, 
under  the  reserve  of  a  microscopical  examination. 

The  measure  which  I  propose  to  yon  has  been  inspired  by  this  precedent. 

The  meat  can  exceptionally  enter  France  until  January  20  next  by  the  three  porta 
of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and  Marseilles,  and  under  certain  conditions  to  prove  itA  harm- 
lessness. 

This  vrry  short  period  is  proof  that  the  measure  of  favor  can  only  be  really  applied 
to  goods  at  the  present  time  in  transit  or  for  which  engagements  have  been  made. 

With  reference  to  the  guarantees  required  for  the  pubUc  healthy  I  thought  I  coald 
do  no  better  to  do  away  with  all  fears  than  reproduce  textually  m  the  decree  those 
iw-hich  appear  in  the  proposed  law  voted  by  the  Chamber  on  the  28th  March,  1882,  and 
which  has  just  been  taken  up  again  and  supported  before  the  same  assembly  by  those 
of  its  members  who  have  evinced  the  least  desire  for  free  importation. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  meat  answers  to  the  description  known  in  commerce 
under  the  name  of  ^^  fully  cured" ;  that  it  is  healthy,  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation, 
and  that  the  curing  is  complete. 

The  statements  should  be  made  by  expert  agents,  appointed  by  the  prefects,  and  the 
importers  should  declare,  before  any  discharge,  that  they  consent  to  pay  the  cost  that 
may  be  incurred  by  the  inspection. 

If  the  advantages  of  the  decree,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you,  appear 
to  you  of  such  a  nature  as  to  advise  its  adoption,  I  beg  you,  M.  le  President,  to  he  ao 
g^d  as  to  affix  your  signature  thereto. 

Receive,  M.  le  President,  the  assurance  of  my  profound  respect. 

The  mioister  of  commerce, 

CH.  HERI8SON. 


[IncloBore  8  in  Ko.  4M.] 

Mr,  Morton  to  Mr,  Ferry, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  January  2,  1884. 

8ir:  It  was  an  agreeable  duty  for  me  to  inform  my  Government  of  the  friendly 
tnanner  in  which  yon  had  received  my  earnest  representations  with  regard  to  the 
long-standing  prohibition  of  American  pork,  and  of  your  liberal  action  in  procuring 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  decree  of  the  18th  February,  1«8I. 

At  the  New  Year's  reception,  at  the  Klys^e,  I  intimated  to  you  that  I  was  in  receipt 
of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  in  which  he  requested  me  to  express  to  yoa  hia 
appreciation  of  vour  course  in  tne  matter,  which  I  now  take  pleasure  in  doing  more 
fully  than  I  could  yesterday. 

**I  have  to  request  yon,*'  says  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  **to  convey  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  the  expression  of  the  very  great  satisfaction  which  the  liberal  and  en- 
lightened course  of  tne  French  authorities  in  reference  to  this  matter,  based  apon 
thorough  scientific  investigation,  has  afforded  this  Government." 

It  is  the  hope  of  my  Government,  and  my  own,  that  this  liberal  action  of  your  excel- 
lency will  be  continued,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  bring  about  a  permanent  and 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question,  which  has  been  so  unexpectedly  and  so  dq. 
fortunately  reopened  by  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Paul  Bert. 
I  avail,  &.C., 

X.  P.  MORTON. 
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lInolosiii«  4  in  TS[o.  466.— Extnot  from  the  Pari*  Horning  ITews.] 

We  have  received  the  following  dispatch : 

Washington,  Deoemher  30,  1883.— The  Secretary  of  State  has  tele^aphed  to  the 
AiDerican  minister  at  Paris,  that  a  competent  expert,  Mr.  Cartis,  appointed  by  the 
Department  of  Agrionltare  to  make  an  investigation  as  to  trichinosis,  reports  o£9cially 
that  no  disease  exists  among  American  hogs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Western  Swine-breeders  it  was  nnanimonsly  re- 
solved that  in  the  five  sreat  prodnoing  States,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and 
Wisconsin,  no  disease  whatever  existed  amon^  swine. 

The  discrimination  of  the  French  authorities  against  American  pork  is,  therefore, 
made  directly  in  the  face  of  the  evidence.  A  competent  expert,  appointed  by  the 
United  States  Oovernment,  reports  that  the  disease,  against  which  the  prohibitive 
French  legislation  was  directed,  does  not  exist.  As  the  object  of  snch  legislation  is 
not  to  prohibit  the  pork  itself,  there  appears  to  be,  under  the  ciroamstances,  no  good 
reason  for  its  continued  existence. 


No.  87. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

No.  436.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  January  21, 1884. 

Sib  :  I  inclose  herewith  for  your  iDformation  copies  of  certain  papers 
which  have  been  filed  in  this  Department  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Alfred 
P.  Jacob,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  who  claims  exemption  firom  the  perform- 
ance of  military  duty  in  France  upon  the  ground  that  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  It  appears  from  these  papers  the  father  was  naturalized 
daring  the  son's  minority.  This  made  the  son  an  American  citizen 
without  regard  to  place  of  birth.  His  American  birth  at  Philadelphia 
is  not  pertinent,  it  being  asserted  that  his  father  registered  him  in  the 
French  consulate  as  a  Frenchman,  and  so  his  case  may  be  considered 
precisely  as  though  he  had  been  brought  to  this  country  while  a  minor. 
But  this  gave  no  claim  to  military  service.  He  was  only  17  when  his 
father's  act  made  him  an  American  citizen.  He  had  never  been  within 
French  jurisdiction.  He  could  not  therefore  be  a  deserter.  The  United 
States  passport  given  to  him  should  have  protected  him.  That  was 
pima  fade  evidence  of  his  right  as  an  American  citizen  by  our  law, 
which  France  cannot  disregard.  The  French  Code  says  that  all  French- 
men  who  become  citizens  of  another  country  fry  the  laws  thereof  lose 
French  citizenship  thereby.  Had  this  want  of  respect  to  an  American 
passport  been  brought  to  our  attention  at  the  time,  this  Government 
would  have  urgently  protested. '  This  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
done.  Young  Jacob  seems  to  have  acquiesced  and  served  his  term. 
This  personal  acquiescence  may  possibly,  vitiate  his  right  to  relief  or 
indemnity  for  the  past,  but  it  does  not  destroy  the  right  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  feel  itself  aggrieved  (if  the  facts  are  found  to  be  as  stated)  that 
a  United  States  passport  should  have  been  disregarded.  The  least  that 
France  can  do  is  to  recognize  that  Jacob  became  a  citizen  by  due  opera- 
tion of  law,  and  strike  his  name  off  the  roll. 

You  will  therefore  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  foreign 
office  with  a  view  to  having  such  action  taken  in  the  premises  as  may 
appear  proper,  upon  full  inquiry  into  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 
I  am,  &c.« 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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[Tnolotore  in  No.  48fl.] 
Mr,  JcLcoh  to  Mr.  Fr0Un^kujf$en. 

Philadelphia,  January  9,  1884. 

Sir  :  Having  been  born  in  Philadelphia  July  10,  18W,  of  French  parents,  and  hav- 
ing lived  and  parsned  my  studies  in  said  city  till  the  age  of  19, 1  have  always  con- 
sidered  myself  an  American  citizen. 

Nevertheless,  after  gradnatinff  at  the  Polytechnic  College  I  went  abroad  with  my 
family  to  remain  a  few  years.  I  was  drafted  and  incorporated  in  the  French  anuy 
against  my  will  and  right,  as  my  father  had  been  naturalized  while  I  was  under  age 
and  had  voted. 

I  called  on  the  American  legation  at  Paris,  bnt  they  were  unable  to  clear  the  case 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  had  been  registered  at  my  birth  at  the  office  of  the  French 
consul  at  Philadelphia. 

My  papers  and  those  of  my  father  were  presented  to  the  French  Government  by 
the  American  minister,  together  with  a  writt-eu  protestation  signed  by  me  and  a|>- 
proved  by  the  legation. 

All  this  being  of  no  avail,  I  submitted  and  was  obliged,  under  pain  of  being  con- 
sidered a  deserter,  to  serve  for  a  peripd  of  four  years  in  the  army,  never  giving  up 
the  desire,  howerer,  of  retaining  my  American  citizenship. 

Being  now  relieved  of  the  French  service  I  have  returned  to  my  native  country, 
and  I  appeal  to  you  to  please  take  such  measures  as  you  may  think  proper  to  have 
my  name  marked  off  froukthe  French  roll,  for,  being  a  citizen  of  the  united  States, 
I  wish  to  be  able  to  travel  as  such  on  the  continent  without  further  .trouble  about, 
the  French  army. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  all  my  papers  in  testimony  of  the  above  statements,  and  I 
will  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  return  same. 

Hoping  you  will  consider  my  claims  and  answer  favorably, 
I  remain,  &c., 

ALFRED  P.  JACOB. 


No.  88. 
Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

[Extract] 

No.  483.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris  J  January  22, 1884.    (Received  February  9.) 

Sib  :  By  special  appointment  I  called  yesterday  on  Mr.  Ferry  to  as- 
certain his  intentions  in  relation  to  the  earnest  representations  I  had 
again  made  with  reference  to  the  prohibition  of  oui*  pork  products  and 
to  call  his  serious  attention  to  the  agitation  which  the  revival  of  pro- 
hibitory measures  had  created  in  the  United  States.  I  reminded  him  of 
his  promise  made  on  New  Tear's  day  that  he  would  not  let  the  matter  rest 
there,  adding  that  I  had  communicated  to  you  his  language,  that  the 
moment  was  critical,  and  that  if  some  liberal  steps  were  not  determined 
upon  on  this  side,  Congress  would  no  doubt  adopt  measures  which 
might  complicate  the  matter  and  render  its  solution  less  easy. 

He  said  he  remembered  well  his  promise,  and  reasserted  that  his  Gov- 
ernment did  not  intend  to  let  the  matter  drop,  that  the  minister  of 
commerce  was  preparing  a  bill  which  he  hoped  would  give  satisfaction 
to  both  countries,  but  that  he  had  not  pressed  its  presentation  in  order 
to  enable  public  opinion  to  be  enlightened  as  to  the  true  bearing  of  the 
question ;  that  the  press  had  so  widely  and  so  liberally  discussed  it  that 
he  expected  to  find  less  opposition  in  the  Chambers  when  the  question 
was  again  brought  before  it. 

Upon  my  inquiring  the  nature  of  the  contemplated  bill,  he  said  that 
it  would  provide  for  an  inspection,  but  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
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ernment  to  make  this  inspection  as  light  as  possible,  its  object  being 
mainly  to  show  whether  the  meats  w^ere  or  were  not  fully  curedy  for  the 
parpose  of  only  rejecting  the  latter.  In  substance  the  bill  is  to  be  the 
same  as  the  one  which  passed  the  Chamber  in  March,  1882.  the  more  lib- 
eral conditions  of  which  are  embodied  in  the  Gaadin  bill,  which  caused 
the  introduction  of  Mr.  Paul  Bert's  resolution,  and  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  committee  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Ferry  then  asked  if  I  could  give  him  any  definite  information  as 
to  the  character  of  the  measures  recently  introduced  in  Congress  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject;  what  he  desired  particularly  to  know  was  what 
share  our  GoTernment  had  in  the  action  thus  taken,  and  if  any  of  the 
bills  or  measures  mentioned  by  telegrams  had  official  character. 

I  replied  that  though  I  had  not  received  any  communication  from  you 
with  reference  to  the  matter,  I  could  safely  give  him  the  assurance  that 
you  had  not  proposed  any  of  the  measures  to  which  he  referred,  as  in 
our  system  of  Government  the  Executive  did  not  originate  legislation, 
that  these  measures  had  been  undoubtedly  proposed  by  members  of  the 
two  houses,  under  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  or  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  large  and  influential  class  of  people  engaged  in  the  pork  trade, 
and  that  I  had  crood  reason  to  believe  that  very  far  from  countenancing 
any  unreasonable  retaliatory  measures  you  disapproved  of  them.  I  then 
gave  him  the  substance  of  a  late  telegram  published  in  the  London 
Times,  stating  that  you  had  intimated  to  members  of  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives  that  it  would  be  well  to  proceed  with  circumspection  in  the 
matter  of  authorizing  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  certain  goods 
&om  foreign  countries  which  placed  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
American  products  j  that  the  introduction  in  Congress  of  certain  meas- 
ures had  already  accomplished  some  good,  and  that  it  would  perhaps 
be  better  to  avoid  actual  legislation  of  a  retaliatory  character. 

Mr.  Ferry  was  much  pleased  with  this  statement.    ''These  are,"  he 

said,  "  very  good  words ;  they  convey  wise  advice  and  are  calculated  to 

facilitate  us  [meaning  himself  and  myself]  in  the  task  we  have  jointly 

undertaken  of  settling  this  troublesome  question.'^ 

•  •••••• 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  reference  was  also  made  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  system  of  inspection  of  our  salted  meats  by  United 
States  officers,  and  Mr.  Ferry  expressed  the  opinion  that  an  inspection 
having  this  character  would  be  received  here  with  great  satisfaction 
and  might  remove  all  the  objections  made  by  many  people  who  still  be- 
lieved in  trichinae  and  trichinosis,  and  he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  was 
not  one  of  them, 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MOKTON. 


No.  89. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  486.)  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSy  January  23,  1884.     (Received  February  9.) 
SiB:  With  reference  to  your  telegram  received  January  2,  request- 
ing me  to  ask  that  the  time  allowed  for  the  admission  of  American  pork 
in  France  be  extended  to  the  1st  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form yon  that  the  application  was  made  and  granted. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 
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No.  90. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  490.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  January  31, 1884.    (Eeceived  Febraary  15.) 

Sir:  My  telefcram  of  yesterday  gave  you  the  sabstauce  of  the  con- 
versation I  had  in  the  morning  with  Mr.  Paul  Bert  in  view  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  free  admission  of  our  salted  meats.  Although  I  had  often 
met  Mr.  Paul  Bert  in  official  circles  and  at  my  house,  I  felt  some  hesi- 
tancy in  approaching,  on  this  subject,  an  expert  with  whom  I  could  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  matter  scientifically,  and  one  who  had  taken  in 
this  instance  a  hostile  stand  to  his  own  Government.  I  thought  proper 
to  first  suggest  the  idea  to  the  president  of  the  council,  who  favored 
the  suggestion  and  even  advised  me  to  see  Mr.  Paul  Bert,  and  appeared 
as  anxious  as  I  am  to  reach  a  practical  understanding  with  regard  to 
this  difficulty. 

1  opened  the  subject  with  Mr.  Paul  Bert  by  stating  very  frankly  that 
I  had  not  called  to  enter  upon  a  technical  controversy  with  so  distin- 
guished a  scientist  with  reference  to  the  question  of  trichinosis,  but 
simply  as  an  American  as  friendly  to  France  as  I  knew  he  was  to 
America,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  a  man  of  his  liberal  views  could 
devise  some  plan  of  action  which  would  give  satisfaction  to  both  coun- 
tries. I  added  that  the  matter  had  taken  a  threatening  aspect  in  the 
United  States,  that  our  people  could  not  understand  why  American  pork 
should  be  prohibited  in  France  while  similar  products  were  admitted 
from  all  other  countries ;  that  my  Government  and  people  had  become 
impatient  after  waiting  so  long  for  a  settlement  always  promised  but 
never  reached,  and  that  the  American  Congress  would  move  in  the  mat- 
ter unless  action  was  taken  by  the  French  Government 

Mr.  Paul  Bert  said  he  was  very  glad  I  had  presented  the  case  so 
frankly  and  on  broad  grounds,  and  asked  permission  to  state  as  frankly 
his  position. 

In  the  first  place  he  was  not  a  protectionist,  his  political  principles 
led  him  to  favor  competition,  and  upon  that  ground  he  would  open  all 
the  French  ports  to  our  hog  products. 

In  the  second  pla<^,  he  did  not  believe  in  any  of  the  absurd  notions 
entertained  by  so  many  people  in  relation  to  trichinsB  and  trichinosis. 
He  knew  that  dead  trichinae  did  not  injure  the  meat;  he  knew  that 
a  certain  amount  of  salt  killed  it;  he. knew  that  a  certain  degree  of 
cooking  destroyed  it,  and  he  knew  that  there  were  no  epidemics  of 
trichinosis  in  the  United  States,  where  the  consumption  of  pork  was 
larger  than  in  any  other  country;  but  he  also  knew  that  live  trichinae 
existed  in  American  pork,  for  he  had  seen  some,  and  that  neither  the 
salting  nor  the  cooking  always  killed.  If  trichinosis  was  a  malady 
affecting  only  individuals,  he  would  not  notice  it.  Some  people  would 
take  it,  some  would  die,  others  would  recover,  but  trichinosis  when  once 
introduced  in  a  country  might  become  epidemic,  and  this  was  what  he 
wanted  to  guard  against.  American  and  German  pork  were  infected 
with  trichiufle,  French  pork  was  not.  His  only  aim  was  to  guard  French 
pork  in  this  respect.  The  true  and  proper  mode  of  reaching  this  end 
would  be  to  determine  by  scientific  experiments  the  exact  proportion 
of  salt  necessary  to  kill  trichinae,  and  the  exact  length  of  time  during 
which  the  meat  is  to  remain  in  the  brine,  but  this  cannot  be  done  in  a 
few  weeks,  and  not  even  in  a  few  months.    Inspection  is,  therefore,  t\\e 
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only  remedy  available.  Bnt  inspection  on  this  side,  is  attended  with 
insuperable  diflSculties,  because  to  be  effective  it  must  apply  to  every 
piece  of  meat.  Now  on  the  other  side  this  difficulty  does  not  exist,  be- 
cause if  trichinae  is  not  found  in  certain  well  known  parts  of  a  whole 
hog,  the  animal  is  free  from  it. 

Mr.  Paul  Bert  dwelt  at  length  upon  this  subject  in  a  scientific  man- 
ner, which  I  regret  I  cannot  explain  with  his  accuracy,  but  which  struck 
me  aa  having  force.  He  assured  me  that  he  was  moved  purely  by  scien- 
tific consideration ;  that  very  far  from  having  any  intention  of  obstruct- 
ing our  commercial  relations,  he  was  desirons  of  increasing  them  iu 
every  way^nd  that  he  had  not  the  slightest  concern  with  the  French 
packers.  He  promised  to  take  up  the  matter  earnestly  and  to  spare 
no  effort  to  devise  some  plan  which  would  be  acceptable  to  us ;  but  re- 
peated that  in  his  opinion  an  American  inspection  would  solve  the  diffi- 
culty much  more  easily  than  a  French  inspection.  He  was  very  careful, 
however,  in  pointing  out  that  he  meant  a  Government  inspection,  made 
by  national  officials  under  the  supervision  of  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington, and  not  a  local  inspection  made  by  State  or  city  officers,  in 
whom  be  would  have  no  more  confidence  than  in  officials  of  the  same 
kind  appointed  by  the  local  authorities  of  France. 

Mr.  Paul  Bert  is  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow  with  the  president  of  the 
council  and  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  and  I  may  have  something 
more  to  report  in  relation  to  this  subject  by  the  next  mail. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 


No.  91. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  494.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  February  5, 1884.    (Received  February  26.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  436,  of  January  21, 1884,  regarding  Alfred  P.  Jacob,  who  was  drafted 
into  the  French  military  service,  although  he  was  born  in  the  United 
States,  his  father,  a  native  of  France,  having  acquired  American  citi- 
zenship before  the  son  was  of  age.  I  am  instructed  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  attention  of  the  French  foreign  office,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing at  least  Jacob's  recognition  a^  an  American  citizen. 

As  the  instructions  of  the  Department  are  contingent  upon  the  results 
of  a  full  inquiry  into  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  venture  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  before  taking  any  action  in  the  matter : 

When  Mr.  JacoU,  senior,  applied  to  tliis  legation  in  1879 — Alfred  P. 
Jacob's  application,  if  made,  is  not  recalled — he  was  informed  that  the 
case  of  his  son  was  a  clear  one,  but  that  there  was  only  one  safe  way 
of  proceeding  to  establish  his  rights.  In  the  first  place,  he  wa«  to  re- 
fase  military  service,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  Frenchman. 
To  this  plea  it  was  expected  the  military  authorities  would  answer  that 
they  were  not  competent  to  pass  upon  a  question  of  naturalization,  but 
they  would  suspend  action  until  Jacob  could  have  the  question  decided 
by  a  civil  court.  He  was  then  to  apply  to  such  a  court  and  produce 
in  evidence  of  his  statement  the  papers  with  which  he  was  possessed — 
l^kssport,  his  father's  certificate  of  naturalization,  certificate  of  bap- 
tism, with  an  additional  certificate  given  by  the  legation.    The  court 
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would  examine  these  papers,  and,  if  found  genuine,  would  render  a 
judgment  declaring  that  the  applicant  was  not  a  Frenchman. 

It  is  only  upon  the  production  of  such  judgment  that  the  French 
m]litar>'  authorities  can  strike  off  a  name  inscribed  on  the  roll  l>j 
authority  of  law.  They  have  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  nor  has  tbe 
Government  itself.  Mr.  Jacob  was  informed  of  this,  as  are  all  others 
similarly  situated.  He  did  not,  however,  follow  the  course  recommended , 
and  intiisted  upon  having  his  case  submitted  to  the  French  Government. 
It  was,  but  without  the  slightest  hope  of  obtaining  a  favorable  result. 
General  Noyes  called  in  person  on  Mr.  Waddington,  then  minister  of 
ft)reign  affairs,  explained  to  him  the  case  and  handed  him,  with  warm 
recommendation,  a  petition  drawn  up  and  signed  by  Jacob's  father. 

The  answer  was  exactly  the  one  expected.  The  minister  stated  sub- 
stantially thai  Jacob,  being  bom  before  his  father  had  been  naturalized, 
was,  in  the  eye  of  French  law,  a  French  citizen  ;  that  the  minister  of 
war  had  no  authority  to  dispense  with  a  service  imposed  on  every 
Frenchman,  and  that,  if  he  disclaimed  French  citizenship,  it  belonged 
'  only  to  the  courts  to  pass  upon  the  question. 

There  was  no  other  recourse  open  to  Mr.  Jacob  but  the  one  which  had 
been  pointed  out  to  him.  He  let  the  matter  drop,  his  son  was  drafted 
and  served  without  protest  in  the  French  army. 

In  presence  of  these  facts  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  Department 
whether  there  is  still  occasion  for  making  the  application.  I  am  di- 
rected to  make  an  application  which  would  undoubtedly  bring  the  an- 
swer that  Mr.  Jacob  must  apply  to.  a  court  of  justice  if  he  wants  to  cor- 
rect his  personal  legal  status  as  it  now  stands  in  France. 

In  stating  this  case,  the  Department  refers  to  the  article  of  the  French 
Code  which  says  that  French  citizenship  is  lost  by  acquiring  other  cit- 
izenship (art.  17).  The  reference  is  correct,  but  the  article  quoted  is  to 
be  completed  by  article  1  of  the  Decree  of  1811 — which  is  law — stating 
that  no  Frenchman  can  be  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country  without  the 
authorization  of  the  Government.  The  French  Government  strictly 
adheres  to  this  principle ;  but  the  courts  of  justice  have  very  generally 
held  that  foreign  citizenship  acquired  legally  abroad  is  valid.  There  is 
no  case  on  record  at  this  legation  of  a  Frenchman  naturalized  in  the 
United  States  whose  American  citizenship  was  not  recognized  by  the 
French  courts  of  justice,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  acquir^  without  the 
consent  of  the  French  Government.  Bnt  this  article  of  the  Code  Napo- 
leon has  no  bearing  upon  the  case  of  Ja<*ob.  The  article  applicable  in 
this  instance  is  the  tenth,  which  says  that  any  child  born  of  a  Fi'euch- 
man  in  a  foreign  country  is  French.  Jacob's  father  was  a  Frenchman 
at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  son  j  the  son  is  therefore  a  Frenchman 
in  the  eye  of  the  French  law,  until  a  competent  tribunal  decides  that  he 
has  renounced  his  national  citizenship  and  acquired  another  one. 

In  this  respect  the  French  law,  which  is  only  an  application  of  the 
principle  common  to  all  Latin  races,  that  natural  citizenship  is  a  kiu<i 
of  nobility  transmitted  with  the  blood,  stands  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  English  and  American  principle, according  to  which  citizenship 
is  a  fact  primarily  determined  by  the  place  of  birth.  This  is  one  of  the 
numerous  conflicts  of  laws  existing  in  the  legislation  of  friendly  coun- 
tries, which  are  tolerated  from  comity  and  for  which  there  is  no  other 
remedy  than  by  special  treaty.  France  and  Switzerland  recently  re- 
curred to  this  process  lor  the  settlement  of  conflicts  of  this  very  nature. 

Awaiting  further  instructions  in  this  matter,  I  inclose  herewith  copy 
and  translation  of  Mr.  Waddington's  note  to  General  Noyes,  and  copy 
of  the  certificate  furnished  to  Mr.  Jacob. 
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I  may  add  that  this  case  was  not  reported  at  the  time  to  the  Depart- 
ment, as  it  presented  no  peculiar  feature,  the  ruling  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment being  in  this  instance  what  it  has  always  been  in  every  similar 
case. 

I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 


[Inclosare  in  No.  494.— Translation.] 

Mr.  JVaddington  to  Mr,  Xoyes,  ^ 

Foreign  Office, 
PariB,  April  9, 1H79. 
OexBRAL:  You  were  so  good  as  to  comomnicate  with  me  on  the  2d  of  this  month 
with  r^fi*reDce  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  Jacob,  of  French  origin,  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  is  desirous  that  his  son's  name  should  be  erased  from  the 
recruitment  lists  In  France.  The  personal  status  of  this  young  man,  who  was  born 
at  Philadelphia  in  1858,  before  his  father  bad  obtained  American  naturalization,  has 
not,  according  to  French  Jurisprudence,  been  modified  by  the  change  of  his  father's 
nationality.  The  minister  of  war  finds  it,  therefore,  impossible  to  withdraw  him 
from  the  military  obligations  incumbent  upon  all  individoals  who  have  not  lost  their 
French  capacity  by  one  of  the  modes  provided  for  by  the  civil  code. 

Moreover,  questions  of  nationality  are  the  exclusive  attributes  of  the  courts,  and  it 
is  for  Mr.  Alfred  Pierre  Jacob,  if  he  thinks  fit,  to  lay  before  the  competent  jurisdic- 
tion the  reafions  that  he  may  have  for  no  longer  considering  himself  a  Frenchman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  documents  hereto  annexed,  which  you  were  so  good 
as  to  communicate  to  me. 
Receive,  Ac, 

WADDINGTON. 


No.  92. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  495.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  6, 1884.  (Received  February  25.) 
8iB:  Beferriog  to  your  telegram  received  the  2d  ultimo,  informing  me 
that  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  had  obtained  permission  to  land 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  requesting  me  to  ask  that  the 
same  privilege  be  given  to  the  company  in  France,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  this  application  has  been  made  and  granted. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 


No.  93. 
Mr.  Morton  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyaen, 

[Bxtmot.] 

No.  500.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSj  February  8, 1884.    (Received  February  25.) 

SiE: 

•  •  •  •*•  •  • 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  has,  with 
bat  one  dissentient  voice,  voted  that  the  Government  may,  without  in- 
jury to  the  public  health,  withdraw  the  decree  prohibiting  the  impor- 
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tatiou  of  American  salted  meats.  Herewith  yoa  will  find  a  printed  slip 
giving  the  substance  of  their  answer  to  the  question  propounded  by 
the  Government.  I  was  informed,  by  a  member  of  the  Acaidemy,  some 
days  since,  of  the  probable  result  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Ferry  also  made  renewed  inquiry  regarding  steps  which  had  been 
taken  to  inaugurate  American  Federal  inspection,  the  adoption  of  which 
system,  he  brieves,  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  solution  of  the  con- 
troversy. 

I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTOX. 


[locloeme  in  Xo.  SOO.] 
THS   LATEST  VIBWS  ON  PORK. 

The  following  are  the  answers  of  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  to  the  qaestions 
of  the  minister  of  commerce  on  the  subject  of  the  importation  of  foreign  meat : 

1.  The  symptoms  of  typhoid  and  trichinosis  are  so  dissimilar  in  every  respect  that 
one  epidemic  could  never  be  mistaken  for  the  other. 

2.  The  importation  of  foreign  salt  pork  may  be  fearlessly  authorised  by  the  French 
Government,  as  it  is  clearly  proved  that  no  danger  to  public  health  has  been  caused 
by  such  importation. 

3.  Special  international  laws  ouffht  to  be  enacted  by  which  guarantees  against  the 
importation  of  diseased  meat  may  be  made. 

4.  Possible  instructions  should  be  distributed  to  all  vendors  of  foreign  pork,  who 
ought  to  be  forced  by  law  to  hang  them  up  in  their  shops  in  the  same  way  that  wine- 
shop keepers  exhibit  the  statutes  of  the  <*Loi  d'ivresse  publique." 


No.  94. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Morton, 

No.  450.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtofij  February  12,  1S84. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  483,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  reporting  your  inter- 
view on  the  preceding  day  with  M.  Ferry  in  relation  to  the  pork  ques- 
tion, has  been  read  with  interest. 

With  reference  to  your  communication  to  M.  Ferry  in  regard  to  the 
telegram  to  the  London  Times,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  observe  that  that 
telegram  does  not  accurately  represent  the  views  of  the  Executive  a» 
communicated  to  Congress.  I  therefore  inclose  herewith  for  your  in- 
formation a  copy  of  Executive  Document  No.  70,  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Forty-eighth  Congress,  first  session,  and  call  your  particular  at- 
tention to  the  views  expressed  in  my  report  to  the  President. 

Adding  that  the  President  is  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  French 
Government  is  endeavoring  to  secure  legislation  allowing  the  importa- 
tion of  American  pork  into  France  upon  terms  favorable  to  the  restora- 
tion of  that  branch  of  our  commerce  to  its  normal  condition, 
I  am,  &c.y 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  95. 

Mr.  Bmlataur  io  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  510.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Part*,  March  6, 1884.    (Received  March  22.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  send  herewith  copy  aod  translation  of  a 
bill  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  of  this  morning  in  relation  to  the 
intiodactiou  into  France  of  all  salted,  smoked,  or  preserved  pork  of 
foreign  origin. 

This  bill,  which  was  introduced  by  the  minister  of  commerce,  Mr. 
Herisson,  and  the  minister  of  finances,  Mr.  Tirard,  allows  the  importa- 
tion of  salted  pork  in  France,  through  certain  ports  which  are  to  be 
designated  hereafter,  provided  said  pork  is  fully  cured,  which  is  to  be 
established  by  an  inspection  made  by  experts  appointed  by  the  local 
authorities  and  paid  for  by  the  importers  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per 
box  or  barrel,  or  three  cents  per  piece  of  meat  when  not  imported  in 
boxes  or  in  barrels. 

The  bill  is  prefixed  with  a  long  explanation  {fixposS  des  motifs)^  in 
which  the  Government  states  that  it  was  upon  the  advice  in  favor  of 
free  importation,  given  by  both  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
committee  of  public  hygiene,  that  the  President  had  canceled  the 
decree  of  prohibition,  and  that  it  was  reissued  only  to  comply  with 
the  desire  expressed  by  the  Chamber  in  its  sitting  of  December  22(1^ 
1883.  The  present  state  of  things,  however,  has  given  rise  to  many 
complaints  and  inconveniences.  The  French  minister  at  Washington 
has  made  known  that  re.taliatory  measures  applicable  to  French  wines 
had  been  introduced  in  Congress,  and  French  chambers  of  commerce 
have  remonstrated  against  the  continuance  of  a  measure  which  might 
have  such  an  unpleasant  result.  The  Government  therefore,  being 
desirous  of  showing  that  it  had  no  intention  of  prohibiting  altogether 
these  meats,  and  feeling  convinced  that  the  (^'hamber  had  no  such 
intention,  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an  inspection,  establishing 
that  the  meats  imported  in  France  are  fully  cured  (that  it  is  very  care-  - 
folly  prepared,  well  preserved,  and  healthy),  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Chamber. 

A  bill  providing  for  such  inspection  is  therefore  submitted,  with  the 
expression  of  the  desire  of  the  Government  that  it  will  be  acted  upon 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  exposi  winds  up  with  the  following  paragraphs : 

The  question  thus  pnt  is  one  the  solution  of  which  onght  not  to  be  delayed.  From 
Uie  momeDt  the  public  health  is  asBured,  no  reason  any  longer  exists  to  deprive  the 
population  of  an  alimentary  substance  to  which  they  bad  become  us«d. 

It  is  equally  important  to  give  to  the  United  States  a  proof  of  our  firm  intention  to- 
&Tor  exchange  between  the  two  countries.  Already,  upon  the  announcement  that 
Meeptable  dispositions  would  not  fail  to  regulate  the  importation  of  salted  meats, 
ft  communication  tending  to  the  reduction  of  duties  established  in  the  United  States- 
apon  works  of  art  has  been  transmitted  to  Congress  and  recommended  to  their 
attention.  There  is  no  doubt,  also,  that  the  velleities  of  prohibition  of  our  wines 
ftnd  liquors  would  faU  through  if  the  dispositions  in  question  were  put  into  execu- 
tion. 

We  wiU  add  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  appears  on  their  side  dis- 
pooed  to  take  measures  with  a  view  to  assure  the  good  state  of  preparation  of 
exported  meats,  and  they  announce  their  intention  to  establish  at  the  ports  of  ship- 
ment a  special  service  of  inspection. 

The  Journal  Officiel  contains,  also — 

First,  a  long  report  in  relation  to  trichinosis,  made  to  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  by  Dr.  Proust  in  the  name  of  a  commission  composed 
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of  Messrs.  Bonley,  Bronardel,  Chatin,  Colin  d'Alfort,  and  La  Bool- 
bene,  all  men  of  high  scientific  standing,  who  agree  in  stating  that,  no 
case  of  trichinosis  having  been  detected  in  Prance  and  in  England,  the 
importation  of  American  salted  pork  can  be  authorized  in  France. 

Second,  a  report  on  the  same  matter  by  Dr.  Colin  d' Alfort  and  the 
debate  of  the  Academy  pursuant  to  these  reports,  which  debate  ended 
by  the  adoption,  without  opposition,  of  the  conclusion  recommended  by 
Dr.  Proust  and  his  commission. 

The  matter  was  brought  yesterday  before  a  committee  of  the  House, 
which  seems  to  favor  the  proposition  of  the  Government.  A  paper 
states  this  morning  that  Mr.  Paul  Bert  has  also  accepted  the  proposi- 
tion, but  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Government  should  inquire 
"  as  to  the  practicability  of  concluding  a  diplomatic  convention  with 
the  United  States  for  facilitating  the  inspection  of  salt  meats  in 
America  before  shipment."  Mr.  Bert  believed  that  "  American  inspec- 
tors might  act  in  accord  with  the  French  consuls  in  America,  and  after 
inspection  give  certificates  as  to  the  soundness  of  each  cargo,  which 
would  obviate  the  necessity  of  renewed  inspection  on  arrival  in 
France.'^ 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Journal  Offioiel  of  this  day  contain- 
ing the  French  text  of  the  bill,  with  its  introduction,  the  two  reports  to 
the  Academy,  and  the  debate  thereon. 
1  have,  &c., 

E.  J.  BRULATOUR 


[Translation.] 

Project  of  luw  having  for  object  IheestahHehmeni  of  a  service  of  inepectian  of  pork  of  foreign 
origin  salted,  amoicMt^  or  preserved  hy  whatsoever  process^  presented  in  the  name  of  Mr, 
Jules  Gr6vyy  President  of  the  French  BepubliCy  hy  Mr,  Htrissony  minister  of  commerce, 
and  Mr,  Girard,  minister  of  finances, 

DRAFT  LAW. 

Artiolr  1.  Salted  pork  of  foreign  oriffin,  correspondiDg  to  the  kind  known  in  oom- 
merce  under  the  name  of  **/uZ/v  cured.*  may  be  imported  into  France  through  the 
points  of  the  frontier  on  land  and  sea  wiiich  shaU  be  determined  by  decree. 

Art.  2.  At  the  moment  of  entry  into  France  the  importers  should  have  a  statement 
made  that  the  imported  meats  correspond  to  the  kind  above  mentioned,  that  it  is 
]iealthy,  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  and  that  the  salting  is  complete. 

Special  experts  designated  by  the  prefects  shall  be  charged  to  make  this  verifica- 
tion, according  to  the  mode  of  examination  prescribed  by  the  minister  of  commerce. 

The  expenses  of  the  service  of  inspection  shall  be  at  the  cost  of  the  importers. 

There  shall  be  charged  for  inspection  duty  25  centimes  per  case  or  cask,  and  15  cen- 
times per  separate  piece. 

For  minced  meat,  small  and  large  sausages,  &.C.,  there  shall  be  charged  3  francs 
per  100  kilograms. 

The  product  of  these  duties  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  cnstoma, 
who  shall  give  receipt  for  the  same  and  distribute  it  among  the  experts,  according  to 
the  provisions  which  shall  be  determined  by  a  decree. 

The  custom-house  authorities  shall  only  allow  the  meat  to  be  removed  upon  the 
cei'tificate  of  the  experts,  declaring  that  the  conditions  required  by  the  lirst  paragraph 
of  the  present  article  are  fulfilled. 

Art.  3.  Shall  be  punished  with  imprisonment  from  two  to  six  months  and  with  a 
fine  of  from  100  francs  to 500  francs  those  who  shall  introduce  or  attempt  to  introdace 
into  France,  without  submitting  it  to  the  examination  prescribed  bv  the  present  law, 
pork  of  foreign  origin,  which  shall  be,  besides,  seized  and  destroyed. 

Article  463  of  the  Penal  Code  is  applicable,  to  cases  statutable  by  the  present  article. 

Art.  4.  Is  and  shall  remain  repealed  the  decree  of  the  18th  of  February,  1881,  which 
prohibits  the  importation  in  France  of  salted  pork  of  American  origin. 
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No.  96. 

Mr.  Prelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

No.  474.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  March  18, 1884. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  dispatch  No.  494,  of  the  5th  nltimo,  in 
which  yon  make  a  ftdl  statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  case  of 
Alfred  P.  Jacob,  I  have  to  say  that  the  previous  instruction  was  based 
on  the  absence  of  any  report  from  the  legation  in  the  premises  and  the 
assumption  that  Mr.  Jacob  had  voluntarily  submitted  to  serve  in  the 
army  without  recourse  to  diplomatic  protection.  His  case  now,  as  it 
stands,  is  peculiar.  By  our  laws  he  is  an  American  citizen,  his  status 
as  such  dating  from  his  father's  naturalization. 

By  French  law  he  is  a  recognized  citizen  through  service  in  the  army, 
which  only  a  citizen  can  perform.  That  obligation  to  do  military  duty 
(whether  rightly  due  or  not)  having  been  extinguished,  no  precise 
issue  remains  on  which  the  status  of  Mr.  Jacob  could  be  carried  before 
a  court  To  make  the  issue,  the  only  available  way  would  seem  to  be 
to  present  the  case  and  ask  that  his  name  be  stricken  off.  With  this 
explanation  you  may  make  the  request  contemplated  in  our  No.  436. 
I  am,  &c., 

PEBD^K  T.  PEELINGHUTSEN. 


No.  97. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

No.  477.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington^  March  25, 1884. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  sworn  statement  of  Mr.  John  B. 
Foichat,  a  citizen  of  the  United  St&tes,  who  has  been  for  the  last  nine 
years  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  also  a  statement  of  several  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  that  state  who  are  his  neighbors,  who  vouch  for 
his  good  character  and  standing.  The  facts  upon  which  Mr.  Foichat's 
claim  rests,  as  you  will  perceive  Arom  a  perusal  of  the  memorial,  and 
which  for  your  greater  convenience  I  condense,  appear  to  be  these, 
namely: 

John  B.  Foichat,  the  claimant,  was  bom  in  Bordeaux,  France,  on  the* 
4th  of  January  1853 ;  in  1870,  when  17  years  of  age,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  has  ever  since  resided  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  In 
May,  1883,  he  was  regularly  admitted  to  citizenship  of  the  United  States 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  Parke  County.  In  Au- 
gust, 1883,  he  obtained  a  passport  from  this  Department  with  a  view  of 
revisiting  his  native  town  and  his  relations  there,  and  arrived  in  Bor- 
deaux in  September,  1883.  On  the  ^2d  of  November  following  he  was 
arrested  on  the  charge  of  having  failed,  when  he  attained  the  age  of  21 
years,  to  report  for  military  service.  He  exhibited  his  passport  and  cer- 
tificate of  naturalization  and  demanded  to  be  released  and  allowed  to 
proceed  on  his  way.  These  papers,  together  with  his  private  papers, 
were  seized  and  retained  by  theofScers,  and  he  was  kept  in  the  military 
prison  at  Ohamberry  two  days  and  three  nights ;  he  was  then  hand- 
cuffed and  taken  to  the  military  prison  at  Grenoble  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial  ;  then  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  cell  and  his  valuables  all  taken 
10  PB 
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from  hiin.  He  was  detained  at  Grenoble  foar  dajs.  His  case  at  last 
reached  the  ear  of  B.  F.  Peixotto,  esq.,  United  States  consal  at  Lyons, 
and  through  the  efforts  of  that  officer  Foichat  was  released  on  the  ground 
of  his  American  citizenship. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the 
claimant's  statement.  These,  however,  3  ou  will  be  able  to  satisfy  your- 
self about  by  inquiry  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Lyons,  and  if  you 
find  them  substantially  as  stated,  you  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  concur  in 
the  view  entertained  by  the  Department,  that  aside  from  the  mere  per- 
sonal inconvenience  and  expense  to  which  the  claimant  was  subjected, 
the  transaction  involved  an  unwarranted  and  seemingly  unnecessary 
indignity  offered  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  which  this  Oovern- 
ment  cannot  suffer  to  pass  unnoticed.  You  will,  under  the  conditioDS 
stated,  i.  «.,  the  facts  found  upon  inquiry  to  be  true,  present  the  claim  to 
the  minister  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  with  the  earnest  request  on  the 
part  of  this  Government  that  the  subject  may  receive  from  that  of 
France  early  and  just  consideration,  and  that  a  reasonable  pecaniary 
indemnity  will  be  awarded  and  paid  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Foichat.  I  do 
not  allow  myself  to  doubt  but  that  the  justice  of  the  claim  will  be  at 
once  recognized  by  the  French  Government,  animated^  as  that  Govern- 
ment is,  by  the  highest  sentiments  of  liberality  and  fairness. 

You  will  report  the  result  of  your  proceedings  in  the  matter  to  the 
Department. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


[lodosura  in  No.  477.] 
Mr»  HarrUon  to  Mr,  Frelingkuyaen. 

Unitbd  Statks  Senate, 

Washington,  March  21, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  sworn  statement  of  John  G.  Foichat,  a  citizen 
f)f  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  Parke  Connty,  Indiana ;  also  the  letter  of  Ared 
F.  White,  Esq.,  an  attomey-at-law  at  Rockyille,  Parke  Co.,  Ind.  It  seems  clear  ftom 
the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Foichat  that  his  tights  as  an  American  citizen  have 
been  wantonly  and  srossly  invaded  by  the  French  aathorities.  I  respeotfolly  ask 
that  such  steps  may  be  taken  bv  your  iJepartment  as  are  necessary  to  a  fall  investi- 
gation of  this  case,  and  if  the  mots  are  found  to  be  as  stated  by  Mr.  Foichat,  that  a 
proper  demand  for  reparation  may  be  made. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

BENJ.  HARBISON. 


Mr.  White  to  Mr,  Harrison, 

RocKViLLE,  Ind.,  March  18,  1884. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  the  a£9dayit  of  John  G.  Foichat,  of  our  county,  which 
will  fully  explain  itself. 

Mr.  Foichat  feels  deeply  aggrieved  over  his  treatment  and  wishes  such  redress  as  is 
proper  in  such  cases. 

He  knew  of  no  better  way  than  setting  forth  the  facts  by  way  of  affidavit,  and  also 
having  several  citizens  who  knew  him  to  unite  in  a  request  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  take  action  in  the  matter,  and  then  forwarding  the  papers  to  yourself  and  respect- 
fully ask  you  to  lav  the  matter  before  the  Secretary.  He  is  aware  that  your  time  is 
absorbed  by  your  duties  in  the  Senate,  but  he  fully  believes  you  will  be  interested  in  a 
matter  of  this  character  so  much  as  to  excuse  a  trespass  upon  your  time,  and  will 
place  the  case  with  the  proper  authorities. 
Tours,  &c., 

ABED  P.  WHITE. 
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State  of  Indiana, 

Comntjf  of  Park€f  9$ : 
John  B.  Foiohat,  being  daly  sworn,  on  oath  says :  That  he  is  a  resident  of  said 

ooanty  and  State  since  the day  of ,  1875 ;  that  he  was  born  in  Bordeaux, 

department  of  Savoi,  in  France,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1853 ;  that  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  of  America  when  he  was  the  age  of  17  years,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  naid  United  States,  and  of  said  State  of  Indiana  the  time  above 
mentioned ;  that  aftt^rwards,  to  wit,  on  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1883,  with  intent  of  mak- 
ing said  United  States  his  future  home  and  of  becoming  a  bona  Me  citizen  thereof,  he 
did,  at  the  April  term  of  tbe  circuit  court  of  said  county,  make  proof  and  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  required  by  law,  and  at  said  time  made  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  said  United  States,  all  in  due  form  of  law ;  that  thereupon  there  was  issued 
to  affiant,  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  said  court  and  the  seal  thereof,  a  proper  cer- 
tificate of  said  facts  and  of  his  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  of  said  United  States 
as  aforesaid :  that  afterwards,  to  wit,  ou  the  20th  day  of  August,  1883,  affiftnt  desiring 
to  visit  his  birth-place  and  his  parents,  who  still  reside  there,  and  other  relatione 
who  also  resided  there,  there  was  issued  to  him  in  due  form  of  law,  from  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  of  said  United  States,  a  **  passport''  which  recited,  among  other 
matters,  that  afflaut  was  a  citizen  of  said  United  States,  and  requested  all  whom  it 
misht  concern  to  freely  pass  affiant,  and  in  case  of  neea  to  give  him  all  lawfUl  aid 
and  protection ;  that  thereupon  affiant,  upon  tbe  27th  day  of  September,  1883,  visited 
said  town  of  Bordeaux  and  his  said  relatives ;  that  being  there  for  such  purpose  and 
none  other  and  conducting  himself  lawfully  and  peacefully,  he  was,  without  cause,  on 
the  22d  day  of  November,  1883,  at  said  town,  arrested,  by  certain  officers  in  the  service 
of  said  Government  of  France,  for  the  alleged  reason  of  his  failing  to  respond,  when  he 
came  21  years  of  age,  to  a  demand  of  said  Government  to  do  military  duty  as  required 
by  said  Government  of  her  subjects.  Affiant  says  that  at  said  time,  to  wit,  on  the 
said  22d  day  of  December,  1883,  he  made  exhibit  to  said  officers  of  his  said  passport 
and  naturalization  papers,  and  demanded  to  be  passed,  respected,  and  protected  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  that  said  officers  did  not  respect  his  rights  as  such 
citizen,  but,  upon  the  contrary,  and  notwithstanding  such  demand  and  papers  and 

Eaesport,  maintained  said  arrest  and  retained  said  passport  and  papers  and  thrust 
im  in  the  military  prison  at  Chamberry,  in  said  department :  that  he  was  required  to 
remain  in  said  prison  for  a  period  of  two  days  and  three  uignts ;  that  thereupon  cer- 
tain other  officers  of  said  Government  put  nand-cnfifs  upon  affiant  and  took  him  to 
the  military  prison  at  Grenoble,  in  France,  for  the  purpose  of  being  court-martialed 
upon  said  charge  of  failing  to  respond  for  military  duty  as  aforesaid ;  that  thereupon 
they  took  from  affiant  all  articles  of  value  and  then  incarcerated  him  in  a  cell  in  said 
prison  and  kept  him  there  for  a  period  of  four  days  upon  coarse  prison  fare,  and  was  not 
allowed  to  purchase  any  article  of  food  such  as  he  desired,  but  such  request  was  denied : 
that  thereupon  he  was  released  through  the  interposition  of  the  consul  of  said  United 
Stat«e  at  Lyons,  to  wit,  Hon.  B.  F.  Peixotto.  consul  at  said  place,  upon  the  ground  and 
for  the  reason  that  affiant  was  at  the  time  of  said  arrest  ana  imprisonment  a  citizen  of 
said  United  States,  as  aforesaid ;  that  during  said  imprisoument  last  mentioned  he  was 
allowed  no  reasonable  time  to  coifimunicate  with  said  consul  as  to  his  release,  but 
such  privilege  was  delayed  as  long  as  possible ;  that  no  proper  effort  was  made  by  said 
officers  or  other  proper  authorities  of  said  Government  of  France  to  investigate  said 
facts  touching  his  said  citizenship,  and  that  they  utterly  failed  to  respect  said  papers 
and  paesport  as  they  of  riffht  should  have  done. 

Wherefore  affiant  says  that  his  rights  and  difi^nity  as  an  American  citizen  was  dis- 
regarded and  insulted  by  said  Government  of  France  by  reason  of  the  acts  in  the 
premises,  and  he  humbly  appeals  to  his  Government  and  prays  that  such  steps  may 
be  taken  in  the  premises  as  will  best  cause  due  reparation  be  made  by  said  Govern- 
ment of  France  for  her  acts  above  stated^  to  the  end  that  the  citizenship  of  affiant 
be  respected  and  upheld,  and  for  the  dignity  and  protection  of  American  citizenship 
in  the  future. 

JOHN  B.  FOICHAT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  March,  1884. 

EL  WOOD  HUNT, 
Notary  PuhUo,  Parke  County ^  Indiana, 


The  undersigned  citizens  of  Rockville,  Parke  County,  Indiana,  would  respectfully 
represent  that  John  B.  Foichat,  whose  affidavit  is  attached  hereto,  is  a  citizen  of  this 
county  and  is  of  good  repute  for  honesty  and  sobriety,  and  whose  general  reputation 
in  all  respects  is  good. 

He  has  lived  in  our  county  a  good  many  years,  and  has  been  a  peaceable,  indnstri- 
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ons,  and  law-abiding  citizen.  We  nnite  most  heartily  in  requesting  sach  action  aa 
may  be  proper  in  sooh  oasee  to  be  taken  in  his  case,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be 
done  him. 

Your  obedient  serrants,  

A.  F.  WHITE, 

Attamejf'at-Law. 

E.  HUNT, 

Atiomey-ai-Law. 
EDWIN  F.  HADLEY, 

County  Auditor, 
J.  N.  M.  CAMPBELL, 

Cowmtjf  TntUurer', 
J.  M.  DDNWIDDIE, 

Deputy  Countif  Tri  oturer. 
WM.  J.  WHITE. 

F.  H.  BABNES. 
SAM'L  W.  SMITH. 
F.  M.  HOWABD, 

ProieeuUM  Aitornmi  Twenty- 8eo(md  Circuit,  Indiana* 
D.  STBOUSE, 

Clerk  Parke  dreuU  Court, 
FBANK  WHITE, 
Damtu  Clerk  Parke  drcuii  Court. 
M.  W.  MABSHALL, 

Drueiee  Adame  Townekip, 
CLINTON  MUBPHY. 
Hon«  Frkd'k  T.  Frxunghutsbk, 

Seoreiary  e/  State,  U.S.A. 


No.  98. 

Mr.  Morion  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysm. 

No.  555.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States. 

PariSj  May  6, 1884.    (Beceived  May  22.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  inclose  herewith  cop;  of  a  note  dated  April 
7 J  which,  agreeably  to  your  instmctions,  I  address  to  Mr.  Joles  Ferry 
in  relation  to  the  case  of  Alfred  Jacob,  an  American  citizen  by  birth, 
but  considered  by  France  as  French,  with  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the 
minister  of  foreign  afiEedrs  thereto,  and  a  translation  of  the  same. 

The  circumstances  of  this  case,  briefly  recalled,  are  as  follows : 

Alfred  Jacob  was  bom  in  the  United  States.  His  father  was  a 
Frenchman,  who  became  naturalized  long  after  the  birth  of  his  sou. 
Jacob,  jr.,  having  gone  to  France,  was  called  upon  to  perform  military 
service  on  the  ground  that  being  the  son  of  a  Frenchman  he  was  French 
notwithstanding  his  foreign  birth.  He  protested,  declaring  that  he  was 
an  American  citizen,  but  this  protest  was  not  accepted,  the  French 
Government  stating  that  it  had  no  authority  in  the  matter,  as  all  ques- 
tions involving  citizenship  were  to  be  determined  in  France  by  courts 
of  justice.  Jacob  waa  thereupon  advised  to  submit  his  case  to  a  French 
civil  tribunal,  which  he  declined  to  do,  and  served  in  the  French  army. 
After  having  been  honorably  discharged,  he  returned  to  his  American 
home  and  appealed  to  the  United  States  Government  with  the  view  of 
securing  the  erasure  of  his  name  from  the  French  military  rolls,  and 
the  recognition  of  his  American  citizenship. 

Tour  dispatch  No.  436,  of  January  21, 1884,  instructed  me  to  make 
the  desired  application  should  the  facts,  as  stated  by  Jacob,  be  found 
correct 

I  have  found  them  correct  in  the  main,  but  before  complying  with  the 
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instructions  I  deemed  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department 
to  the  principles  of  law  which  govern  the  action  of  France  in  all  cases 
of  this  kind,  and  intimated,  in  No.  494,  of  the  5th  of  February,  that  in 
the  actual  state  of  French  legislation  the  application,  if  made,  could 
not  be  granted. 

Upon  considering  the  peculiarities  of  the  case  and  the  hardship  suf- 
fered by  Jacob,  who,  although  of  American  birth,  was  compelled  to 
serve  four  years  in  a  foreign  army,  the  Department  very  properly 
thought  that  he  had  the  right  to  ask  the  interposition  of  his  Govern- 
ment, and  your  dispatch  No.  474,  of  Mardi  18, 1884,  renewed  the  re- 
quest contemplated  in  your  No.  436. 

It  was  made  accordingly,  but  I  regret  to  say  with  hardly  any  success. 
Mr.  Jules  Ferry  replies  by  reasserting  the  reasons  already  given  by  Mr. 
Waddington  in  the  note  which  is  annexed  to  my  No.  494,  that  the  (Gov- 
ernment is  powerless  in  such  matters,  j^hat  it  cannot  change  the  nation- 
ality of  one  who  is  French  by  law,  and  that  now,  as  heretofore,  Jacob 
has  only  two  ways  of  establishing  legally  in  France  his  change  of  na- 
tionality : 

1.  By  applying  directly  to  the  French  Government  for  the  permission 
provided  by  law  to  acquire  another  citizenship. 

2.  To  obtain  from  a  court  of  justice  a  decision  that  he  has  lost  his 
French  citizenship. 

Mr.  Jules  Feny  adds,  however,  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Jacob 
has  performed  his  active  military  service  the  minister  of  war  wocdd 
consent  to  his  change  of  nationality  should  he  apply  to  the  minister  of 
justice  for  the  permission  to  do  so. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MOBTON. 


(Inoloanre  1  in  No.  685.1 
Mr,  MorUm  to  Mr.  Ferry. 

LSGATION  OF  THE  XjNrTED  STATES. 

Pariif  ApHl  7,  lS84. 

Sir  :  In  1879,  Al^d  P.  Jacob,  born  at  Philadelphia,  Julv  10, 1868,  of  Peter  Jacob, 
a  native  of  France,  who  became  an  American  citizen  on  the  2d  of  December^  1874, 
!^plied  to  thia  legation  to  obtain  the  eraaare  of  his  name  from  the  French  military 
roUa.  This  rei^nest  was  presented  by  General  Noyes  to  Mr.  Waddington,  whose  re- 
ply, dated  April  9.  1879,  stated  substantially  that  the  personal  statns  of  Jacob  had 
not  been  modifiea  by  the  naturalization  of  his  father,  and  that  if  he,  the  son,  had 
lost  his  French  citizenship  it  was  for  him  to  establish  that  fact  before  a  French  court 
of  justice,  which  alone  had  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

Jacob,  being  unable  to  apply  to  the  courts,  allowed  himself  to  be  drafted  into  the 
French  army,  where  he  served  four  years,  never  giving  up,  however,  his  desire  and 
intention  of  retaining  his  original  American  citizenship. 

After  having  been  honorably  discharged  he  returned  to  his  home  in  the  United 
States,  and  asks  now  that  his  American  citizenship  be  recognized  by  the  French 
authorities,  so  that  he  may  travel  as  such  on  the  Continent  without  being  liable  to  be 
called  upon  for  further  service  in  the  French  army. 

In  directing  me  to  present  this  request  to  your  excellency,  my  Government  has  ex- 
pressed some  surprise  that  an  American-born  citizen  who  had  never  resided  in  France, 
and  who  was  possessed  with  an  American  passport,  should  have  been  compelled,  not- 
withstanding his  protest,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  a  foreign  country. 

My  Government  thinks  as  the  obligation  to  perform  military  duty,  whether  rightly 
due  or  not,  is  extinguished,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  status  of  Mr.  Jacob  can  be 
carried  before  the  courts,  and  that  the  only  available  way  of  obtaining  the  result  de- 
nied by  Mr.  Jacob  is  to  present  the  case  and  to  ask  that  this  American  citizen  be 
formally  recognized  as  such. 
I  avail,  &c.. 

L.  P.  MORTON. 
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ilnolomre  8  in  No.  656.->Tniiislatlon.1 

Mr,  Ferry  to  Mr,  MorUm, 

Px&is,  May  1, 1S84. 

Moksisur:  Yon  were  good  enough  to  write  to  me  on  tbe  7th  of  ]a«t  month  with 
the  view  of  obtaining;  the  erasure  Irom  tbe  huts  of  our  army  of  Mr.  Alfred  Jacob, 
bom  at  Philadelphia  on  tbe  10th  of  July,  IH58,  hou  of  Pierre  Jacob,  of  French  origin, 
naturalized  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  Dect*iiiber  2, 1874. 

One  of  your  predeoeesors,  General  Noyee,  had  already  made  an  application  to  my 
department  in  1879,  on  behslf  of  this  young  man,  then  serving  in  the  army,  bat  the 
matter  was  not  followed  up  as  his  alienage  could  not  be  established. 

The  personal  status  of  Alfred  Jacob  could  not  be  considered,  according  to  our  law, 
as  having  been  modified  bv  the  change  of  nationality  of  his  father,  which  change 
occurred  subsequent  to  his  birth.  Tbe  question  which  arose  was,  besides,  of  the  ex- 
clusive competence  of  tbe  civil  tribunals  to  whom  the  interested  party  has  not  seen  fit 
to  apply. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Alfred  Jacob  has  completed  his  term  of  active  service  in 
our  army,  and  he  has  retired  to  the  United  States.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
requests  that  he  may  be  definitively  erased  from  the  lists  of  our  army,  as  a  foreigner,  in 
oraer  that  he  may  enter  our  territory  without  having  jto  fear  that  he  will  be  called 
upon  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  military  duties. 

The  minister  of  war,  to  whom  I  hastened  to  submit  this  application,  states  in  his 
reply  that  he  finds,  to  his  regret,  that  it  is  legally  imposMibU  for  him  to  comply  with 
the  wish  of  the  American  Government. 

According  to  the  terms  of  article  10  of  our  Civil  Code,  Alfred  Jacob  is  French,  as 
having  been  bom  of  a  Frenchman  in  a  foreign  country. 

The  military  administration  is  no  more  authorized  to-day  than  it  was  five  years 
ago,  in  the  absence  of  a  contrary  decision  made  by  the  civil  tribunals,  alone  competent 
to  deal  with  questions  of  personal  status,  to  consi'der  the  applicant  as  having  lost  his 
Ftench  nationality,  in  consequence  of  the  naturalization  of  his  father,  which  hap- 
pened after  hi8  birth. 

Our  legislation  does  not  admit  in  fact,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
naturalization  of  the  father  applies  to  his  children,  born  before  the  naturalization,  no 
one  in  France  having  the  right,  by  his  act  alone,  to  modify  tl)e  status  and  qualifica- 
tions of  others. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jacob  is,  then,  French  in  our  view,  and  he  remains,  in  Franco,  submitted 
to  the  obligations  of  the  reserve  and  territorial  army  set  forth  by  article  37  of  the 
law  of  the  27tb  -iiily,  1872 ;  he  could  not  be  erasml  from  our  lists,  except  under  a  judg- 
ment declaring  him  a  foreigner,  or  unless  he  became  uatuFalized  an  American  citizen 
after  having  obtained  permission  to  do  so  from  the  French  Government,  but  as  he 
has  finishea  bis  time  of  active  service  General  Campenon  would  be  quite  willing  to 
give  his  support,  by  a  favorable  not«,  to  the  application  which  the  Interested  party 
would  address,  with  that  object,  to  the  minister  of  justice. 
Receive,  &,c,, 

JULES  FERRY. 


No.  99. 
Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  MorUm. 

.     [Telegram.] 

Washington,  May  27, 1884, 
Mr.  Frelinghnysen  telegraphs  Mr.  Morton  that  it  is  uudtrstood  that 
the  French  postmaster-general  has  reflised  permission  to  the  Commer- 
cial Gable  Company  to  land  in  France,  except  on  condition  that  the 
French  Government  may  pnrchase  on  one  year's  notice  the  Commercial 
cable  line  from  Ireland  to  France.  The  United  States  considers  this 
condition  a  violation  of  the  first  clause  of  conditions  and  agreement 
ni>on  which  the  French  Telegraphic  Company  of  Paris  and  New  York 
were  allowed  to  land  their  cable  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States  in 
1880.  This  says  that  the  company  is  to  receive  no  exclasive  concessions 
from  the  French  (Government  which  would  exdnde  any  American  cable 
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from  landiDg  on  French  territory  and  connecting  with  the  inland  tele- 
graphic system  of  France.  If  France  possesses  a  right  to  make  condi- 
tions she  would  logically  have  the  right  to  dLclnde^  which  is  held  to  be 
contrary  to  the  above-mentioned  agreement.  Mr.  Morton  is  instructed 
accordingly  to  make  proper  representations  to  Mr.  Ferry. 


No.  100. 

Mr.  Brulataur  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  571.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Parisy  June  19, 1884.    (Received  July  3.) 

SiB:  Mr.  Morton,  upon  receiving  your  telegraphic  instruction  to 
remonstrate  against  the  qualified  instruction  given  to  the  Commercial 
Gable  Company  to  land  in  France,  as  being  in  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment of  1879,  called  on  Mr.  Ferry,  to  whom  he  explained  the  grounds 
of  your  formulating  objection.  With  a  view  of  precising  the  question, 
ana  of  recalling  it  distinctly  to  the  president  of  the  council,  Mr.  Morton 
addressed  to  him  the  next  day  a  written  communication,  stating  again 
the  case  as  you  understood  it,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  our  friendly 
representation  would  be  well  received. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Ferry,  dated  the  12th,  only  came  to  hand  On  the 
15th.  It  is  a  mere  summaiy  of  a  note  from  the  minister  of  posts  and 
telegraphs,  Mr.  Cocbery,  which  he  transmits  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Oochery,  in  this  note,  touches  points  not  directly  at  issue,  but, 
with  reference  to  the  main  question,  he  confines  himself  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Commercial  Cable  Company,  having  no  direct  communi- 
cation with  France,  cannot  be  assimilated  to  the  French  company,  and 
he  dismisses  the  complaint  in  relation  to  the  right  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  rei«erved  to  withdraw  the  privilege  gi-anted,  upon  giving  one 
year's  notice,  by  simply  asserting  that  this  is  a  ^<  general  police  right 
which  exists  by  right  in  all  concessions." 

With  the  object  of  not  letting  Mr.  Ferry  remain  under  the  impression 
that  so  unsatisfactory  an  answer  to  our  reasonable  complaint  could  be 
accepted,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  communication  I  said 
that,  having  no  instruction  to  discuss  this  matter,  I  had  referred  it  to 
yon,  but  explained  at  the  same  time  my  inability  to  conciliate  the 
position  taken  by  the  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  with  the  plain 
terms  of  the  agreement  of  1879. 

The  minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  in  his  summary  of  the  note  of  Mr. 
Cocbery,  states  that  the  permission  given  to  the  Commercial  Cable 
Company  to  lay  a  cable  across  the  channel  is  an  exceptional  favor 
which  has  not  been  granted  heretofore  to  any  other  company. 

By  a  contract  made  in  1859  the  French  Government  has  ceded  to  the 
Submarine  Telegraph  Company  the  monopoly  of  connecting  by  cable 
France  with  the  British  Islands. 

This  monopoly,  which  expires  in  1889,  is  subject,  however,  to  one  ex- 
ception— the  French  Government  has  reserved  the  right  of  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  one  line  connecting  France  with  Ireland  for  the 
exdosive  purpose  of  transmitting  dispatches  to  and  from  America. 
This  right  having  never  been  availed  of,  the  French  Government  would 
have  really  conferred  an  exceptional  favor  ui>on  the  Commercial  Cable 
Company  by  transferring  it  to  that  company.    But  this  was  not  done, 
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and  the  Commercial  Company  had  to  purchase  fh)m  the  Submarine 
Telegraph  Company  the  privilege  of  laying  the  cable  T?hich  will  con- 
nect France  with  Ireland,  a  privil«>ge  already  conceded  for  a  considera- 
tion to  the  French  and  English  lines.  The  exceptional  favor  granted 
to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  consists,  therefore,  in  consenting  to 
make  no  objection  if  the  Submarine  Telegraph  Company  is  willing  to 
make  use  of  its  monopoly  to  the  advantage  of  France. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  states  also  that  the  privilege  given  to 
the  Commercial  Cable  Company  is  not  limited  to  1889,  as  that  given  to 
the  other  companies.  That  is  true^  but  its  privilege  can  be  sap- 
pressed  at  any  time  upon  one  year's  notice  being  given. 

Thus,  while  the  English  company  secured  a  lease  of  twenty  years 
and  the  French  company  a  lease  of  ten  years  when  they  were  organ- 
ized, the  Commercial  Cable  Company  can  never  be  sure  of  existing 
more  than  one  year. 

In  both  the  French  and  American  concessions  the  telegraphic  rate  is 
limited ;  but  if  the  American  company  finds  it  necessary  to  reduce  its 
tariff  in  order  to  compete  with  the  other  lines,  it  cannot  raise  it  again 
without  an  authorization  of  the  Government,  an  authorization  which 
may  be  withheld  for  a  certain  time  and  which  is  not  needed  by  the 
English  company. 

Mr.  Cochery  in  his  note  lays  much  stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mercial cable  touches  Ireland  before  reaching  the  United  States,  a  fact 
from  which  he  draws  the  inference  that  it  does  not  thus  connect  di- 
rectly the  two  countries.  Mr.  Cochery  himself  seems  to  have  been  of 
a  different  opinion  when  he  drew  up  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
Commercial  Cable  Company  was  to  receive  its  privilege,  for  article  1 
of  these  conditions  states  that  the  company  is  authorized  <^  to  land  upon 
a  point  to  be  determined  a  transatlantic  cable  connecting  directly 
France  with  North  America  by  touching  at  an  intermediary  point  in 
Ireland,  and  which  is  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  transmission  of 
dispatches  exchanged  with  America." 

I  inclose  herewith*  copy  of  the  correspondence  exchanged  in  relation 
to  this  subject. 


I  have,  &c.. 


E.  J.  BEULATOUB. 


[InoloBore  1  in  No.  671.] 
Mr,  MifrtOH  to  Mr,  Ferry, 

liEQATION  OP  THE  UNTTED  STATKS, 

Paris,  May  29,  1884. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  oouversation  I  bad  the  honor  of  having  yesterday  with  your 
excellency  in  relation  to  the  objections  my  Government  had  to  uie  conditional  author- 
ization granted  to  the  American  Commercial  Cable  Company  to  land  in  France,  I  beg 
leave  to  restate  here,  substantially,  the  grounds  of  my  complaint. 

My  Gk>vemment  having  granted  to  the  French  Telegraph  Company  permission  to 
land  its  cables  on  our  shores,  upon  the  condition  that  the  same  privilege  would  be 
given  to  any  American  company  applying  for  it,  I  requested  your  excellency  on  the 
3d  of  January  last  to  give  this  pnvilege  to  the  Commercial  Company,  an  American 
corporation  which  had  already  obtained  from  my  Government  the  necessary  facilities. 
This  reauest  was  promptly  complied  with  and  my  Government  was  no  less  prompt  in 
acknowledging  this  action  of  the  French  RepubUc. 

It  seems,  however,  that  this  pNermission  is  only  a  qualified  one,  as  it  is  understood 
that  the  Commercial  Company  is  required  to  assent  to  terms  by  which  the  part  of 
their  line  running  from  France  to  Ireland  may  be  purchased  on  a  year's  notice.  If 
such  is  the  case,  my  Government  considers  this  condition  as  oontrarv  to  the  first 
clause  of  the  agreement  of  18^0,  upon  which  the  French  Telegraph  Company  was 
allowed  to  land  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  which  clause  reads  as  follows : 
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"  That  the  company  receive  no  ezolnsive  concession  from  the  Government  of  France 
which  wonld  exclude  any  other  line  which  might  be  formed  in  the  United  States  from 
a  like  privilege  of  landing  on  the  shores  of  France  and  connecting  with  the  inland 
telegraphic  sjfstem  of  that  country.'' 

In  instnicting  me  to  make  proper  representations  to  yonr  excellency  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  Mr.  Frelinshnysen  says,  very  Jndicionsly — 

''  If  France  has  a  rient  to  affix  conditions,  she  wonld  logically  have  a  right  to  ex- 
clude, which  is  assiu^y  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  between  the  two 
countries." 

I  may  add  that  this  agrreement  was  also  assented  to  by  the  French  Telegraph  Com- 
pany in  a  letter  to  the  &cretary  of  State,  dated  February  9, 1880,  and  signed  by  Mr. 
Fouyer  Qnertier.  I  trust  that  yonr  excellency  will  readily  acknowledge  that  these 
friendly  representations  are  well  founded,  and  that  tb^  obnoxious  condition  above 
referred  to  will  be  dispensed  with.  Although  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  miffht 
accept  the  condition  indicated,  the  x>bJection  of  my  Government  would  nevertheless 
remain,  as  it  is  not  made  in  view  of  any  particular  interest,  but  is  one  of  principle  in- 
tended to  cover  all  cases. 
I  avail,  Sdo,, 

L.  P.  MORTON. 


[Indotiire  2  in  Ko.  671.~TraiialstioiL] 

Mr,  Ferry  to  Mr,  Morton. 

Paris,  June  12, 1884. 
Sib  :  On  the  29th  of  May  last  you  were  good  enough  to  communicate  to  me  the  ob- 
jections which  appeared  to  your  Government  to  be  called  for  by  the  condition  imposed 
npon  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  by  the  administration  of  posts  and  telegraphs. 
Mr.  Cochery,  to  whom  I  referred  your  communication,  has  just  forwarded  to  me  the 
note  which  you  will  find  hereto  annexed. 
It  appears  frt>m  this  document — 

(1)  Tnat  the  cable  conceded  to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  having  a  landing 
place  in  Ireland  cannot  be  assimilated  with  a  direct  transatlantic  cable. 

(2)  That  it  is  by  a  favor,  which  up  to  the  present  time  has  never  been  conceded  to 
any  other  company,  that  Messrs.  Miackay  and  Bennett  obtained  the  authorization 
under  the  reservation  of  coming  to  an  understanding  with  the  competent  parties,  to 
land  a  telegraphic  cable  in  Ireland. 

(3)  That  the  period  of  the  concession  is  not  limited  to  1889  like  those  of  all  the 
other  cables  laid  between  France  and  England. 

(4)  That  in  consequence  the  situation  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  cannot 
be  assimilated  with  that  of  the  French  company  from  Paris  to  New  York. 

I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  wiU  have  the  goodness  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  your 
Government  the  explanation  contained  in  the  note  of  the  minister  of  poets  and  tele- 
graphs. 

Receive,  &c., 

JULES  FERRT. 


[Inoloswe  8  in  Na  67L— TrantUtion.] 
Note  from  the  minUiry^  of  poite  and  telegraphe, 

NOTE  BBLATiyS  TO  THS  COHBfBRCIAL  CABLE  OOMPAKY. 

The  observations  presented  by  the  legation  of  the  United  States  appear  to  have 
been  caused  by  a  misunderstanding.  It  seems,  therefore,  necessary  to  insist  npon  the 
difference  of  the  situation  which  exists  between  the  new  concession  and  the  concessions 
previously  accorded. 

The  latter,  in  fact,  apply  to  cables  connecting  direotly  France  and  North  America, 
without  touching  the  territory  of  any  other  country  in  their  course.  It  was  upon 
these  conditions  that  the  French  company  from  Pans  to  New  York  was  established, 
which  gave  rise  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  claim  of 
reciprocity  recalled  by  Sir.  Morton. 

The  application  of  Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett  is  presented  under  altogether  dif- 
ferent conditions. 

It  has  for  object  the  establishment  between  France  and  Ireland  of  a  cable  which 
will  join  at  Valentia  a  transatlantic  line,  of  which  it  will  be  the  tributary.  The  sub- 
marine conductor,  commencing  at  Havre,  will  not,  therefore,  constitute  a  direct  com- 
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mnnioation  with  America;  it  will  simply  be  the  meaiia of  forwarding  diqiatohes  from 
the  ContieDt  to  the  principal  cable  terminating  in  Ireland. 

In  oonseqaenoe  no  assimilation  can  be  established  between  this  new  conoessioa  and 
that  which  has  been  accorded  to  the  French  company  from  Paris  to  New  York. 

It  was,  besides,  in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  that  no  objections  were  raised  when  the  grantees  indicated  their  intention  of 
havinff  a  landing  place  in  Ireland. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  the  concession  of  the  cable  between  France  and  Ireland,  the 
French  administration  is  far  fW>m  being  placed  in  the  identical  conditions  to  thoee 
which  apply  to  the  transatlantic  cables. 

In  fact,  article  3  of  the  convention,  conclnded  on  January  2,  1859,  with  the  Com- 
pa|ffnie  des  Cables  de  la  Manche,  grantee  of  a  privilege  for  the  establishment  of  the 
cable  between  France  and  Gsjoat  Britain,  stipulates  only  that — 

**  The  French  Government  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  authorise,  as  it  may  seem  fit, 
the  establishment  of  a  telegraphic  line  commencing  at  any  point  upon  the  coast  of 
France  and  terminating  directly  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  intended  exclusively  for 
the  transmission  from  or  for  America  by  the  transatlantic  cable." 

As,  therefore,  it  is  not  admissible  that  the  administration  will  abandon  a  uniqne 
right,  the  enjoyment  of  which  it  shonld  reserve  for  its  direct  necessities,  it  has  only 
b^n  enabled  to  grant  the  authority  under  a  reservation  of  an  understanding  between 
the  grantee  and  the  Compagnie  des  Cables  de  la  Manche. 

It  was  then  impossible  for  it  to  make  a  concession  under  identically  the  same  con- 
ditions as  those  of  the  other  concessions. 

Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett  perfectly  understood  this,  and  made  no  difficulty  in 
accepting,  on  the  1st  of  February  last,  the  prepared  stipulations  {oahier  des  charges) 
for  tneir  concession. 

These  stipulations  contain  a  redemption  clause  destined  to  fix,  if  necftssary,  the 
duration  of  the  concession  to  the  uniform  ntated  period  for  all  the  cables  laid  across 
the  channel  between  France  and  England,  that  is  to  say,  to  1869. 

Moreover,  there  was  a  question,  for  the  same  motives,  of  limiting  to  1889  the  con- 
cession granted  to  Messrs.  Maclcay  and  Bennett,  aud  it  was  upon  the  application  of 
the  grantees  that  the  repurchase  clause  was  substituted  for  this  provision  of  limita- 
tion. 

It  was  under  these  conditions  that  an  nnderstanding  was  arrived  at  in  the  month 
of  March  last,  and  it  was  not  then  the  subject  of  any  observation  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Since  that  time  the  grantees,  having  allowed  the  period  for  regulating  their  con- 
cession to  expire,  have  recently  been  obliged  to  apply  for  the  renewal  thereof. 

The  same  stipulations  were  presented  to  them.  They  then  raised  an  objection  with 
reference  to  the  right  of  repurchase.  Upon  tbeir  application  this  clause  was  sup- 
pressed, and  it  was  simply  agreed  .to  add  to  the  conditions  the  right  to  terminate 
the  authorization  granted  by  the  French  Govemm«int  upon  giving  notice  a  year  in 
advance.  This  is  the  indication  of  a  general  right  of  police  which  exists  of  full 
right  in  every  concession. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  appears,  besides,  to  contest  the  right  of  the  French 
Government  of  imposing  conditions  tor  the  concession  of  the  cal>le. 

It  is  necessary,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  difference 
which  exists  between  the  conditions  of  organization  of  the  telegraphic  service  in 
France  and  in  America. 

In  France  the  telegraph  is  submitted  in  an  absolute  manner  to  the  monopoly  of  the 
state. 

In  the  United  States  it  is  freely  worked  by  privat'C  industry. 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  in  the  latter  country  it  is  possible  to  authorize  the  eetablisb- 
ment  of  submarine  cables  witbont  conditions,  but  it  cannot  be  the  same  in  France, 
where  this  manner  of  proceeding  would  constitute  an  infringement  upon  the  monopoly 
of  the  state. 


lIncloflnre4iiiKo.  571.] 

Mr.  Brulatour  to  Mr.  Ferry, 

Lboation  of  the  Unitrd  States, 

Paris,  Jfine  17, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the 
12th  instant,  transmitting  a  communication  irom  Bir.  Cochery,  in  reply  to  the  friendly 
representations  Mr.  Morton  was  instructed  to  make  in  relation  to  the  qualified  author- 
ization given  to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  to  land  upon  the  snores  of  France. 
The  objections  of  the  United  States  Government  to  the  conditions  affixed  to  the 
permission  received  by  the  American  Cable  Company  are  of  the  simplest  kind. 
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In  Ic^,  my  Qovenimeiit  gave  to  the  French  oompaDy  the  right  to  land  in  the  United 
StateSy  upon  the  distinct  undentanding  and  formal  agreement  that  the  same  privilege 
wonld  be  extended  by  France  to  any  American  company  which  miffht  apply  for  it. 
By  its  letter,  as  well  as  by  its  spirit,  this  agreement  means  reciproelty  of  treatment 
for  the  eompanies  of  both  nations. 

In  1884,  the  United  States  applies,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Commercial  Company, 
for  the  privilege  to  land  in  France,  and  obtains  it  only  upon  terms  less  favorable  than 
those  made  to  the  French  company  and  with  the  conditioDS  that  the  privilege  thus 
g;ranted  can  be  withdrawn  upon  giving  one  year's  notice. 

No  such  conditions  having  been  imposed  upon  the  French  company  in  the  United 
States,  my  Qovemment  contends  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  plain  and  unequivocal 
agreement  of  1879,  and  asks  that  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  be  treated  in  France 
upon  exactly  the  same  footing  as  the  French  company  is  treated  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cochery's  note  meets  this  request  by  the  foilowini;  arguments : 

(1)  The  cable  of  the  Commercial  Company  does  not  connect  directly  France  with 
the  United  States,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  assimilated  to  the  French  line. 
'(2)  The  right  to  withdraw  the  authorization  to  land  upon  giving  one  year's  notice 
is  a  general  police  provision  which  exiHts  by  right  in  all  concessions. 

I  have  no  instruction  to  discuss  these  arguments  thus  so  unexpectedly  opposed  to 
a  request  which  seemed  so  natural  and  so  fair  that  the  possibility  of  its  being  refused 
was  not  anticipated,  and  I  can  but  refer  the  whole  matter  to  Mr.  Freliughuysen.  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  however,  that  I  utterly  fail  to  see  the  force  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  minister  of  posts  aud  telegraphs.  I  fail  to  i>erceive,  as  far  as  the  right 
of  landing  and  the  privileges  accruing  therefh)m  are  concerned  that  there  exists  the 
slightest  difiference  between  the  American  company  and  the  French  company.  Both 
were  created  with  the  special  object  of  connecting  directly  France  with  the  United 
States,  and  Mr.  Cochery  himself  thus  describes  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  in 
the  specifications  (cahier  d€$  charges)  snbmitted  to  Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett. 

I  trust  that  further  examination  of  this  subject  will  satisfy  your  excellency  that 
the  objections  which  Mr.  Morton  was  requested  to  present  against  the  condition 
imposed  on  the  American  company  are  just  and  reasonable,  and  that  they  will  be 
remove<1.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  cannot  be  charged  with 
having  held  the  French  company  too  strictly  to  the  fortnal  pledge  it  has  taken,  has 
the  right  to  expect  that  the  American  company  shall  also  be  fairly  dealt  with. 

Your  excellency  will  apf>eciate  whether  it  is  fair  an  I  equal  treatment  to  compel 
this  company  to  submit  to  terms  by  which  ii  can  be  deprived  of  its  privilege  at  any 
time,  upon  a  short  notice,  when  no  hiniilar  condition  is  to  be  found  in  the  specifica- 
tions {eahier  dee  charges)  subscribed  to  by  the  other  companies  established  for  the 
exclusive  transmission  of  dispatches  between  the  two  countries.  To  limit  its 
existence  to  one  year  is  certainly  a  serious  impediment  to  the  safe  establishment  in 
France,  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Company,  which  would,  besides,  find  itself  upon  a 
most  unequal  and  unfavorable  f«K>tiug  compan  d  with  other  companies. 

The  United  States  legation  does  not  contest  the  right  of  the  French  Government 
to  affix  conditions  to  any  concession  it  may  grant  for  the  establishment  of  cables;  it 
iialso  aware  that  telegraphic  lines  in  France  are  a  Government  monopoly,  but  this 
cannot  assuredly  furnish  a  legitimate  motive  for  discrimination. 

Alter  a  careful  perusal  of  the  terms  accorded  by  the  French  Government  in  1869  to 
the  English  company,  in  1879  to  the  French  company,  and  in  1884  to  the  Commercial 
Cahle  Company,  I  am  obliffed  to  say  that  the  latter,  instead  of  receiving  in  France 
the  treatment  which  the  French  company  has  obtained  in  the  United  States,  is 
subjected  with  respect  to  the  right  of  landing,  as  well  as  to  the  privilege  of  connect- 
iag  its  cables  with  the  French  land  system,  to  exceptional  exigencies  prejudicial  to  its 
interest. 

I  avail,  Ac, 

E.  J.  BRULATOUR. 


No.  101. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

rXeleipwD.l 

Washington,  June  23, 1884. 
Mr.  Frelingbuysen  telegraphs  Mr.  Mortou  that  the  United  States 
gnnted  to  the  French  cable  company  in  1879,  at  the  express  request 
of  the  French  Government  through  its  minister  at  Washington,  the 
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privilege  of  landing  tUeir  cable  on  the  shores  of  this  country.  In  mak- 
ing this  agreement  it  was  expressly  stated  and  made  a  condition  to  the 
concession,  that  should  permission  be  granted  to  the  company  to  land 
its  cable  in  the  United  States  it  will  be  ui>on  the  understanding  that 
the  reciprocal  right  of  American  citizens  to  similar  concessions  from 
the  Government  of  France  in  laying  and  operating  transmarine  cables 
and  connecting  them  with  inland  lines  in  that  country  should  be  granted 
upon  suitable  application  to  the  French  Government,  and  that  tiie  con- 
tinuance of  the  privilege  might  depend  upon  this  reciprocity  being 
recognized  by  France  (see  Secretary  of  State  to  French  minister,  Octo- 
ber 27, 1879,  and  September  10  and  22, 1875).  Moreover,  the  condition 
signed  by  the  company  in  accepting  the  grant  stated  that  the  company 
received  no  exclusive  concession  from  France  which  would  exclude  any 
other  line  which  might  thereafter  be  foi:med  in  the  United  States,  from 
obtaining  a  like  privilege  to  land  on  the  French  coast  and  connect  with 
the  internal  telegraphic  system  of  that  country.     • 

France  now  denies  to  the  originators  of  an  American  cable  company 
the  right  to  land  on  the  French  coast  because  it  touches  the  shore  of  Ire- 
land and  is  therefore  not  direct  from  France.  The  French  cable  touches 
at  St.  Pierre,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  direct  line  from  the  United  States 
to  France  touching  at  no  intermediate  point  is  impracticable.  As  the 
United  States  has  no  colonial  or  outlying  possessions,  American  cables 
must  necessarily  touch  at  some  foreign  intermediate  point.  The  President 
does  not  doubt  that  France  will  respect  the  position  taken  by  the  United 
States  as  stated  above  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment and  the  French  cable  company.  The  interpretation  which 
France  now  desires  to  give  to  the  first  condition  destroys  the  spirit  of 
the  agreement.  The  President  is  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  Ameri- 
can cable  has  a  right  to  land  on  the  French  coast  under  the  agreement 
of  1879.  Mr.  Morton  is  directed  to  act  on  this  instruction  in  such  man- 
ner as  his  good  judgm^it  suggests. 


No.  102.  • 

Mr.  Brulatour  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  674.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  June  26, 1884.    (Received  July  10.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  24th  instant, 
of  your  telegram  to  Mr.  Morton  in  relation  to  the  permission  sought  by 
the  Commercial  Gable  Company  to  lands  its  cables  on  the  shores  of 
France  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  granted  by  the  United  States  to 
the  French  company,  and  to  state  that  on  the  same  day  I  addressed  a 
note  to  Mr.  Ferry,  conveying  a  translation  of  your  telegram  and  insisting 
upon  our  right  to  expect  that  an  American  cable  company  sh^  be 
treated  in  France  as  the  French  cable  company  is  treated  in  the  United 
States. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Ferry. 
I  have,  &c. 

E.  J.  BRULATOUE. 
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[Inoloeiire  in  No.  574.] 
Mr.  Brulatour  to  Mr.  Ferry. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

ParU,  June  24, 1H84. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  oommanicatioD  of  the  ITth  Inatant  in  relation  to  the  rif;ht 
claimed  by  tbe  Commercial  Cable  Company  to  land  in  France  upon  the  same  terms 
mnted  in  the  United  States  to  the  French  company,  I  have  the  honor  of  sending 
herewith  to  youi;  excellency  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  this  morning  from  the. 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Tour  excellency  will  see  that  Mr.  Frelinghaysen  states,  in  almost  the  identical 
IsDffiiage  used  by  me  in  the  above-mentioned  commanication,  that  the  agreement  of 
W9  was  intended  to  assure  reciprocity  of  treatment  to  any  American  citizens  ap- 
vljing  for  the  privilege  of  landing  in  France  a  cable  connecting  the  two  countries. 
It  was  not  supposed  at  the  time  that  a  question  would  ever  arise  upon  the  route 
taken  by  the  cables  connecting  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  fact  of  touching  at 
an  intermediary  point  could  make  any  difference  at.«all  in  the  matter. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  believes  that  the  American  Commercial  Cable 
Company  is  entitled  to  the  fhll  and  unrestricted  right  of  landing  given  to  the  French 
Cable,  and  has  no  doubt  that  the  French  Oovemment  will  come  to  the  same  oon- 
clouon. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  I  send  a  copy  of  the  telegram  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 
which  was  only  intended  for  the  legation,  but  which  shows  exactly  the  position 
taken  by  the  United  States  Government  in  the  matter. 

Copies  of  the  notes  to  the  French  minister  referred  to  by  Ifr.  Frelinghuysen  are 
Qodoubtedly  in  your  exoelleney's  department. 
I  avail,  4bo., 

E.  J.  BRULATOUR, 
Charg4  iPJfairee  ad  inlmim^ 


No.  103. 
Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Telegram.] 

Paris,  June  28, 1884. 
The  French  (Government  desiring  to  associate  itself  with  the  under- 
taking of  the  Franco-American  Union  Committee,  the  president  of  the 
ooancil  proposes  to  join  with  the  president  of  the  committee  in  the  formal 
transfer  of  the  statne  of  Liberty  to  me  as  the  representative  of  the 
President,  pursuant  to  resolutions  of  Congress  of  February,  1877.  Min- 
ister of  marine  also  proposes  to  furnish  a  war  vessel  for  its  transpt^r- 
tation.  Under  these  circumstances  it  appears  desirable  to  receive  in- 
stmctions  from  you  on  Monday  and  also  appropriate  telegram  to  be 
read  at  the  ceremony  iSxed  for  the  4th  of  July.  I  shall  return  to  Paris 
to  attend  the  ceremony. 

MOETON. 


No.  104. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morton. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  June  30, 1884. 
I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  as  the  representative 
of  the  United  States  Government  to  attend  the  ceremonies  at  Paris  on 
the  4tb  of  July,  incident  to  the  presentation  to  this  country  of  the 
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colossal  broDze  statue  of  "  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,''  and  on  be- 
half of  the  President  make  known  its  aooeptance. 

You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  to  express  the  thanks  of 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  statue  as  a 
work  of  art  and  as  a  monument  of  the  abiding  friendship  of  the  people 
of  France. 

You  will  assure  the  Franco- American  Union  Committee,  the  president 
of  the  council,  and  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic,  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  return  most  heartily  the  friendly  sentiments  which  prompted 
this  noble  gift  to  America. 

FEELINGHUYSEN. 


.      No.  106. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  582.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  July  5, 1884.    (Received  July  29.) 

Sir:  Mr.  Bartholdi,  the  eminent  French  sculptor,  author  of  the  statue 
of  '*  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,''  called  upon  me  some  weeks  ago 
to  say  that  the  statue  was  now  complete,  and  that,  as  the  labor  of 
taking  it  down  for  shipment  to  America  would  require  at  least  three 
mouths,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  of  the  Franco* American 
Union  to  present  it  at  once  to  me,  as  the  representative  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Bartholdi  added  that  Mr. 
Jules  Ferry  would  seize  this  occasion  to  associate  the  French  (Jovem- 
ment  with  the  undertaking  of  the  Franco*  American  Union,  and  that  he 
(Mr.  Ferry)  and  other  members  of  the  Government  would  officially  take 
part  in  the  ceremony  of  'presentation. 

A  few  days  later  Mr.  Ferry  himself  confirmed  this  statement  at  my 
house.  He  said  that  the  statue  of  Liberty  was  not  only  wonderful  as  a 
work  of  art,  but  as  a  work  entirely  due  to  the  individual  initiative  of 
Frenchmen  friendly  to  America,  and  that  it  was  the  first  time  such  an 
undertaking  had  been  successfully  carried  out  without  Government 
aid.  The  Government,  however,  did  not  wish  to  stand  aloof  from  this 
great  manifestation.  It  wanted  to  show  publicly  that  it  shared  the 
sentiments  which  had  inspired  Mr.  Bartholdi,  and  with  this  view  the 
minister  of  the  navy,  Admiral  Peyron,  would  place  a  state  vessel  at  the 
disposition  of  the  committee  for  the  transportation  of  the  statue  to  New 
York. 

This  information  having  reached  me  too  late  to  be  made  the  object 
of  a  written  communication  to  the  Department,  I  briefly  stated  the  facts 
in  my  telegram  of  the  28th  of  June,  to  which  I  duly  received  yoor  tele- 
graphic reply  of  July  1,  and  also  one  from  the  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts, 
chairman  of  the  Franco-American  Committee  of  New  York,  requesting 
me  to  represent  and  speak  for  the  New  York  committee. 

The  statue  was  formally  presented  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
of  July,  and  I  accepted  it  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  American  people. 

The  ceremony  was  an  interesting  and  imposing  one.  It  took  place 
in  the  foundry  yard  of  Messrs.  Gaget  &  Gauthier  where  the  monument 
has  been  made,  and  in  presence  of  a  large  audience  of  distinguished 
guests.  Upon  a  tribune  erected  in  front  of  the  colossal  bronze  sat  the 
Franco- American  Union  Committee  with  its  president,  M.  F.  de  D^sseps, 
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with  the  author  of  the  monament,  Mr.  Bartholdi,  and  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, among  whom  were  conspicuous  the  president  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  Mr.  Brisson,  the  president  of  the  supreme  court,  Mr.  Gazot, 
Admiral  Peyron,  minister  of  marine,  Mr.  Herisspn,  minister  of  com- 
merce, Mr.  Failli^ree,  minister  of  public  instruction,  and  Golonel  Lich- 
tenstein,  representative  of  the  President.  The  prefect  of  the  Seine, 
the  president  of  the  city  council.  Senator  de  Lafayette,  and  many  other 
hi^h  officials  and  distinguished  gentlemen,  well  known  for  their  Franco- 
American  sympathies,  were  also  present. 

The  yard,  which  was  appropriately  decorated  with  French  and  Amer- 
ican flags,  was  filled  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  both  countries.  A 
band  of  music  played  alternately  the  French  and  American  national 
airs. 

Unfortunately,  the  president  of  the  council,  who  had  been  ill  for  two 
or  three  days,  could  not  attend  the  ceremony,  but  in  the  morning  he 
wrote  me  to  explain  and  apologize  for  his  absence,  and  at  my  request 
M.  de  Lesseps  read  his  note,  which  was  warmly  applauded  for  its  sen- 
timents of  interest  and  sympathy.  M.  de  Lesseps  then,  speaking  in  the 
name  of  the  Union,  presented  to  me  the  great  statue — the  eighth  won- 
der of  the  world,  as  he  called  it.  His  remarks,  partly  tbreign  to  the 
object,  were,  nevertheless,  greeted  with  cheers ;  for  they  expressed  in 
warm  terms  the  generous  feeling  which  had  inspired  this  spontaneous 
manifestation  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  French  people.  I  re- 
sponded by  reading  your  telegram  directing  me  to  accept  the  statue 
and  by  explaining  the  action  of  the  President  and  of  Congress  in  the 
matter. 

At  the  close  of  these  addresses  the  official  deed  of  presentation  wa« 
signed  by  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  M.  Jules  Ferry, 
in  the  name  of  France  (it  was  taken  to  the  house  of  the  latter  for  that 
pnrpose);  by  me,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States;  by  M.  de  Lesseps 
and  M.  de  Lafayette,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  the  Franco- Amer- 
ican Union ;  and  as  witnesses,  by  many  of  the  assistants. 

I  inclose  herewith,  with  the  original  deed  of  presentation  and  a  trans- 
lation of  the  same  (which  are  to  be  preserved  in  the  national  archives), 
the  following  papers : 

1.  Translation  of  the  invitation  received  from  M.  de  Lesseps. 

2.  Copy  of  a  telegram  from  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Spaulding. 

3.  Translation  of  M.  Jules  Ferry's  note. 

^*  Copy  of  remarks  made  by  M.  de  Lesseps. 

5.  Copy  of  my  remarks. 

6.  Translation  of  the  deed  of  presentation. 

7.  Extract  from  the  Morning  News,  giving  account  of  the  ceremony. 

I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MORTON. 


[InolMore  1  in  No.  582.~TrAii8lation.] 

M,  de  Le89ep8  to  Mr,  MorUm, 

ComttA  db  l'Union  Framco-AmAricaikb, 

ParUi  June  25,  1884. 
M0N8IXIJR  LK  MnaSTRB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  agreeably  to  the  nn- 
dentanding  with  the  preaident  of  the  council,  we  have  taken  the  necessary  measures 
^  the  organization  of  our  ceremony  of  presentation  of  the  statue  for  Friday,  the  4th 
«f  July,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
HlfiUie  name  of  the  committee  I  come,  therefore,  to  renew,  officially,  our  invitation 
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that  yon  kindly  receive  the  homage  of  the  work  addressed  to  the  great  American  sister 
Republic  by  the  Franco-American  Union. 

r lease  receive,  &c. 

In  the  name  of  the  Franco-American  Union, 

The  president  of  the  committee, 

FERD.  DE  LESSEES. 


«  [looloinre  2  in  No.  582.— Telegrmm  ] 

From  MesiTi,  Evarts  and  Spaulding, 

New  Yobk,  Jyme  26,  1684. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Morton, 

American  LegaUon,  Paris : 
Kindly  represent  and  speak  for  American  Committee  Statue  Liberty  ceremonies, 
Joly  4.    Concrete  base  completed,  52  feet  high.    Granite  begun. 

•  £  vARTS. 
SPAULDING. 

[Inolotnre  3  in  No.  582.— TnuitlAtion.1 

Mr,  Ferry  to  Mr.  M&rtan, 

PABl8,Ji*Zy4, 1884. 
Mt  Dear  Mr.  Morton  :  As  yon  may  be  aware,  I  have  been  seriously  indisposed, 
and  in  order  properly  to  fhlfil  all  my  duties  I  have  to  take  certain  precautions  to 
which  I  am  little  accustomed. 

The  work  of  yesterday  was  very  fatiguing  ibr  me,  and  I  have,  therefore,  been  or- 
dered complete  rest  to-day. 

The  Government  of  the  Republic  will  be  represented  upon  the  occasion  bv  several 
ministers.    Above  all  others,  I  shall  feel  regret  at  my  inability  to  personally  attend 
this  f6te  of  the  fh^temity  of  the  two  great  Republics ;  but  you  know  that  I  shall  be 
there  in  the  spirit,  in  heart,  and  in  soul. 
Believe,  my  dear  Mr.  Morton,  in  my  entire  devotion. 

JULES  FERRY. 


PAdotme  4  in  No.  682.->TnnsUtion.l 
8ifnap$i8  of  remarks  made  hy  M,  de  Les$eps, 

France,  monarchical,  imperial,  or  republican,  has  ever  been  the  friend  and  ally  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Our  work  of  to-day,  which  is  in  no  wise  political,  is  the  work  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand subscribers— one  hundred  and  eighty  towns  have  {participated  therein ;  a  great 
number  of  general  conncils,  chambers  of  commerce,  societies  of  every  description.  The 
thought  which  has  inspired  France  upon  this  occasion  was  that  of  consecrating  and 
cementing  the  centenarian  friendship  that  unites  the  two  great  nations,  whicn  the 
breadth  of  the  ocean  cannot  separate  because  there  is  between  the  two  peoples  such 
a  connection  of  sentiment,  that  even  when  an  unforeseen  difference  arises  between 
them,  circumstances  quicKly  bring  them  back  to  a  community  of  views  and  of  action. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  excavating  of  the  canal  of  Panamia,  for  instance,  after  a 
moment's  hesitation  the  United  States  understood  that  this  work,  executed  in  a  ft«e 
state,  should  be  of  universal  interest  and  completed  by  the  common  effort  of  the  two 
friendly  nations. 

The  powerful  American  industry  came  forward,  in  fact,  to  offer  its  co-operation  to 
the  French  workmen. 

It  will  assure  the  success  of  this  great  enterprise;  it  will  be  one  more  tie  between 
us;  it  will  be  the  success  of  the  union  of  the  powers  of  that  great  American  nation 
with  those  of  France,  her  old  and  trusted  friend. 

This  union  of  the  genius  of  the  two  countries  has  already  produced  the  greatest 
movements  which  have  been  effected  amongst  modern  nations. 

We  trust  that  it  will  beam  for  a  long  time  to  come  upon  humanity,  as  the  light  oi 
our  colossal  statue  emitting  its  rays  at  the  entrance  oi  the  vast  continent,  the  con- 
verging points,  of  the  whole  world. 
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I  have  to  tbaak  the  generous  donators,  through  whom  the  work  has  been  brought 
to  completion. 

I  render  homa^^e  to  our  collaborators : 

To  Mr.  Bartholdi,  who  has  created  a  colossal  work,  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world. 

To  Mr.  Qaset,  the  engineer,  who,  in  the  material  execution  of  the  work,  has  brought 
to  bear  indefatigable  zeal  and  intelligence. 

To  Mr.  Eifiel,  the  neat  constructor,  who  has  given  the  guarantee  of  all  his  science 
to  the  iron-work  of  the  colossus. 

I  must  also  bring  to  notice  the  participation,  so  important,  though  modest  in  ap- 
pearance, of  the  heads  of  the  workshops  that  have  conducted  these  works,  Messrs. 
Bngeret  and  Baron. 

Anally,  I  particularly  wish  to  Join  in  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Bartholdi  and  of  all  the 
collaborators,  in  thanking  his  respectable  and  valiant  assistant,  Mr.  Simon,  that  cour- 
sgeous  sculptor,  who,  altnouffb  a  septuagenarian,  has  been  the  youngest  and  most  in- 
defatigable at  work  by  several  years;  we  all  of  us  would  have  wished  to  see  him  hon- 
ored, as  he  merits,  by  an  official  distinction. 

This  work,  Mr.  Minister,  is  the  production  of  the  enthusiasm  of  devotion,  of  the 
intelligence,  of  the  most  noble  sentiments  that  dominate  man. 

It  is  grand  in  its  conception  and  realization,  it  is  grand  by  its  proportions ;  we  trust 
that  it  will  add,  by  its  moral  value,  to  the  souvenirs  and  sentiments  that  it  is  toper- 
petnate. 

We  deliver  it  into  your  charse,  Mr.  Minister,  in  order  that  it  may  ever  remain  the 
pledge  of  the  ties  which  should  unite  France  and  the  great  America!^  nation. 


[Iiiolosiire  5  in  No.  582.  J 
Retnarks  nmde  h]f  Mr.  Morton. 

Mr.  Pbesidekt  and  Gentlemrn  of  the  Committee  :  I  am  directed  b  v  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  this  colossal  statue  of  **  Liberty  Enlightening  the 
World,"  and  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
for  the  statue,  as  a  work  of  art  and  as  a  monument  of  the  abiding  friendship  of  the 
people  of  France,  and  to  assure  the  committee  of  the  Franco -American  Union,  the 
president  of  the  council,  and  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic,  that  the  American 
people  return  most  heartily  the  friendly  sentiments  which  prompted  this  noble  gift 
to  America. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  recall  on  this  occasion  the  action  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  with  regard  to  the  statue  of  Liberty,  the  completion  of  which  we 
witness  to-day. 

When  the  American  Conjg^ress  was  advised  that  the  citizens  of  France  proposed  to 
erect  on  one  of  the  islands  m  the  harbor  of  New  York  the  colossal  statue  of  *'  Liberty 
Enlightening  the  World,"  it  authorized,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  the  President  to  accept 
the  gift,  and  to  set  apart  a  suitable  site  for  its  erection. 

The  President  was  also  directed  to  cause  the  statue  to  be  inaugurated,  when  com- 
pleted, with  such  ceremonies  as  would  serve  to  testify  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  for  the  monument  so  felicitously  expressive  of  the  sympathy  of  her 
sisfeer  Republic. 

The  American  Congress  also  ordered  provision  to  be  made  for  its  future  maintenance 
u  a  beacon,  and  for  its  preservation  and  permanent  care  as  a  monument  of  art, 
wd  of  the  continued  good  will  of  the  great  nation  which  aided  her  in  her  struggle  for 
freedom. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  set  apart  Bedloe's  Island  for  the  erection  of  the 
•tatne,  and  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Spaulding,  of  the 
Hew  York  committee,  stating  that  the  concrete  base,  52  feet  high,  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  laying  of  the  granite  for  the  pedestal  commenced. 

The  thought  which  inspired  M.  Bartholdi,  the  eminent  author  of  this  triumph  of 
art;  the  participation  in  this  gift  of  Senators  Oscar  and  Edmond  de  Lafayette,  the 
Mar(fni8  de  Rochambeau,  and  other  descendants  of  the  sons  of  France  who  fought  b^ 
the  Aide  of  Washington ;  the  participation  also  of  M.  de  Lesseps,  the  illustrious  presi- 
dent of  the  Franco-American  Union,  of  his  dlstingnished  predecessor,  Senator  La- 
honlaye,  the  French  interpreter  of  the  American  Constitution,  of  Senator  Henri 
Hartin,  the  great  historian,  and  their  distinguished  associates;  the  presence  on  this 
<x:ca6ion  of  several  members  of  the  Government  and  the  representative  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  great  Republic ;  the  proposal  of  the  French  Government,  through  the 
minister  of  marine,  to  transport  this  statue  to  New  York  in  a  Government  frigate, 
and  the  selection  of  the  anniversary  day  of  American  Independence  for  this  ceremony, 
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will  all  only  deepen  the  grateful  appreciation  with  which  your  friendly  gift  will  be 
received  by  the  Governmeut  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  my  good  fortaue,  sm  the  rapresentative  of  my  country,  to  drive  the  first  rivet 
in  this  great  statue,  as  it  is  now  to  accept  it,  complete  in  all  its  grand  proportions,  on 
behalf  of  the  President  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  the  Franco- American  Union  of  New  York,  which  was  organized 
to  provide  the  foundations  for  the  statue,  will  receive  it  on  its  arrival  with  the  same 
feeling  of  gratitude  and  emotion  which  yoor  friendly  action  has  evoked  in  the  heart 
of  every  American,  and  assume  the  agreeable  task  of  its  erection  upon  the  pedestal 
on  Bedloe's  Island. 

God  ^rant  thlit  it  may  stand  until  the  end  of  time,  as  an  emblem  of  imperishable 
sympathy  and  affection  between  the  Republics  of  France  and  the  United  States. 


[Indosore  6  in  No.  562.— Translation.] 

Deed  of  presentation, 
■ 
The  4th  of  July,  1884  (anniversary  day  of  American  Independence). 

In  the  presence  of  M.  Jules  Ferry,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France,  and  president 

of  the  council  of  ministers. 

Count  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  the  Franco- American 
Union,  and  of  the  national  manifestation  of  which  that  committee  has  been  the  orffan, 
has  presented  the  colossal  statue  of  **  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,"  the  work  of 
the  sculptor  Bartholdi,  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Morton,  United  States  Minister  at  Paris, 
praying  him  to  be  the  interpreter  of  the  national  sentiment  of  which  this  work  is  the 
expression. 

Mr.  Morton,  in  the  name  of  his  compatriots,  thanks  the  Franco- American  Union  for 
this  testimony  of  sympathy  from  the  French  people  :  he  declares  that  in  virtue  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  President  of  tne  United  States,  and  the  committee 
of  the  work  in  America,  represented  b^  its  honorable  president,  Mr.  William  H. 
Evarts,  he  accepts  the  statue,  and  that  it  shall  be  erected  in  conformity  with  the 
vote  of  Congress  of  the  2:5d  of  February,  1877,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  as  a  son- 
venir  of  the  unalterable  friendship  of  two  nations. 

In  faith  of  which  there  have  signed — 


In  the  name  of  France : 


In  the  name  of  the  United  States : 


JULES  BRISSON, 

President  of  the  Chamber, 
JULES  FERRY, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


LEVI  P.  MORTON, 

Minister  of  the  United  Statm. 
In  the  name  of  the  French-American  Committee : 

FERDINAND  DE  LESSEPS. 
E.  DE  LAFAYETTE. 


[ludoture  7  in  No.  582.] 
Extract  frotn  th£  Morning  News,  giving  account  of  ike  ceremony, 

THB  FOURTH— HOW  IKDBPENDENCB  DAY  WAS  CELEBRATED  IX  PARIS— THE  PRE- 
SENTATION OF  THB  BARTHOLDI  STATUE— 8PBRCHKS  BY  M.  DB  LESSEPS  AND  MR. 
MORTON— RECEPTION  AT  THE  AMERICAN  LEGATION. 

The  biggest  statue  in  creation  was  duly  inaugarated  yesterday — so  far  as  this  side 
of  the  water  is  concerned — on  the  biggest  day  oi  the  American  year.  Of  course  there 
is  much  more  to  come  on  the  American  side,  when  the  statue  shall  be  finally  set  up 
on  the  pedestal  on  Bedloe's  Island,  for  the  President  of  the  United  StatM,  as  we 
know,  has  been  duly  authorized  by  Congress  to  order  such  ceremonial  as  he  may 
deem  fitting  for  the  occasion. 

Yesterday's  fftte  was  of  an  altogether  familiar  character,  as  best  suited  the  ciremn- 
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st&neeis  and  the  sitoation,  for  it  took  place  in  the  yard  of  a  workshop.*  It  was  the 
mere  formal  handing  over  of  the  statue  hy  the  representatire  of  the  French  repnblio 
to  the  representative  of  the  American  Republic.  If  anything  could  have  unbent  the 
impaaeive  features  of  the  statae,  it  would  be  the  thought  of  her  being  *'  handed  over'' 
by  any  of  the  pigmies  at  her  feet.*  She  t<iwered  above  the  yard,  and  the  workshops, 
and  the  people,  and  dwarfed  everything  into  absolute  insignificance ;  even  the  Amer- 
ican flag,  prondly  flying  Irom  the  torch  at  the  end  of  her  outstretched  arm,  seemed  a 
mere  ornament  of  a  bride-cake.  It  was  impossible  to  give  one's  self  airs  in  such  a 
presence,  and  the  managers  of  the  f6te  seemed  to  have  felt  this,  and  to  have  ar- 
range everything  on  a  becoming  scale  of  modesty  of  pretense.  The  ceremony  took 
plac43  in  a  kind  ofshed  run  up  in  the  yard,  and  it  derived  its  sole  importance  from  the 
character  and  quality  of  the  people  who  took  part  in  it. 

THE  COMPANY. 

There  was  a  distinguished  crowd,  both  of  Americans  and  Frenchmen.  In  the  latter 
qnite  a  group  of  ministers  and  high  officials :  the  president  of  the  Chamber ;  the 
minister  of  agriculture,  M.  Herisson ;  the  minister  of  finance,  M.  Tirard ;  the  minister 
of  marine,  Admiral  Peyron ;  M.  de  Faili^res,  minister  of  public  instruction  ;  Colonel 
Lichtenstein,  representing  the  President  of  the  Republic,  with  two  officers  represent- 
ing the  minister  of  war;  M.  Oscar  de  Lafayette;  Baronne  de  Pages,  grandneice  of  the 
hero  Montcalm;  the  prefect  of  the  Seine;  the  vice-president  of  the  municipal  council, 
M.  Antonin  Proust ;  Senators  Noblot,  Millaud,  and  Oudet ;  M.  Caudet ;  M.  Philippe 
Bnitv,  the  eminent  critic ;  M.  Dietz-Monin,  president  of  the  chamber  of  commerce; 
M.  Henner  and  M.  Armand  Dumaresq,  the  painters ;  and  Dr.  Ricord,  of  Baltimore. 

Amonff  the  Americans  were  Consul-General  Walker  and  Messrs.  Brulatenr  and 
Yignau^  who  accompanied  their  chief;  ex-Senator  Baldwin,  of  Michigan  ;  Governor 
Cheney;  Senator  James  B.  Eusiis,  Louisiana;  General  Draper,  of  Boston;  Judge 
Batchelor;  Dr.  Howard;  Dr.  Wixom;  Messrs.  Reinhart,  Dannat,  Mosler,  Bacon :. Dr. 
Evans;  Mr.  Munroe;  Mr.  Harjes;  Mr.  Gillig;  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Hobson;  Mr.  King; 
Dr.  Chapman;  Professor  Yeatmau ;  Dr.  Nachtel;  Mr.  Fettridge;  Mr.  Theo.  Stantob; 
and  Maj.  R.  N.  Brown,  a  nephew  of  Major-Greneral  Brown,  Commanding  General  of 
the  United  States  Army,  and  brother  of  the  late  M^J.  T.  S.  Brown,  consulting  en- 
gineer to  the  Czar  Nicholas. 

The  costumes  were,  in  most  instances,  suited  to  the  time  of  day  and  the  weather; 
but  a  few  devoted  Frenchmen,  out  of  reverence  to  the  statue,  had  donned  Aill  evening 
dress.  They  formed,  as  has  been  said,  a  crowd  of  pigmies;  but  the  people  in  the 
bonses  overlooking  the  founder's  yard,  in  the  Rue  de  Chazelles,  carried  the  view  at 
least  op  to  the  waist  of  the  colossus,  and  so  served  a  little  to  fill  in  the  composition 
in  an  artistic  sense. 

At  about  half- past  eleven  M.  de  Lesseps  arrived,  and  took  np  his  position  on  the 
platform  as  chairman  of  the  celebration.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Morton,  and  the 
proceedings  imme<liately  commenced  by  the  reading  of  the  letter  from  M.  Ferry, 
excusing  himself  from  attendance  on  account  of  ill  health,  hxtt  saying,  and  saying 
truly,  that  the  Government  of  the  Republic  would  be  represented  by  more  than  one 
minister. 

•  #♦#••# 

When  Mr.  Morton  had  read  his  reply,  he  invited  all  present  to  sign  the  proc^  verbal 
of  the  ceremony,  and  set  the  example  himself.  Then  came  the  president  of  the 
Chamber  to  sign,  with  a  shaking  hand,  in  the  name  of  France;  then  the  ministers, 
in  their  turn  ;  and  finally,  the  rank  and  file.  The  signing  was  done  with  a  goose- 
qnill,  prettily  tied  with  emblematic  colors;  and  it  was  worn  out  long  before  the  end 
of  the  pr(»ceedings.  The  paper  was  covered  with  names,  north  and  south,  east  and 
west ;  dozens  signed  sideways  on  the  margin,  and  at  last  it  became  a  piece  of  positive 
ill  breeding  to  those  who  were  to  follow  to  write  one's  signature  large. 

After  this,  the  illustrious  company,  with  M.  Bartholdi  leading  the  wa^,  went  to  see 
the  statue,  entering  by  the  door  in  the  sole  of  the  uplifted  foot,  and  toiling  steadily 
up  the  double  staircase,  with  nothing  to  guide  their  steps  but  the  ten  thousand  little 
eyelets  of  sunlight  that  came  throngn  the  rivet  holes.  Only  a  few  persevered  to  the 
■ommit ;  most  of  them  gave  np  half  wav,  and,  confounding  the  two  staircases  for  the 
ascent  and  descent,  were  for  some  time  lost  to  the  world.  It  was  the  fancy  of  Rabelais 
again — with  his  pigmies  wandering  about  in  the  interior  of  the  monster.  The 
president  of  the  Chamber  went  gallantly  to  the  top,  and  saw  Paris  from  the  opening 
m  the  coronet,  but  he  did  not  wait  while  the  man  went  to  fetch  the  key  to  the  stair- 
ease  in  the  arm,  which  towered  np  into  a  first  story  at  the  elbow  and  a  second  at  the 
band.  While  tnis  was  going  on,  the  people  below  took  modest  refreshments  at  the 
bniEet  at  the  back  of  the  platform,  and  after  them  came,  very  fittingly,  the  workmen 
who  had  bnilt  np  the  thing  piece  by  piece.  This,  with  the  distribution  of  the  com- 
memorative meaal,  closed  the  proceeaings  in  the  yard ;  and  all  that  remains  to  be 
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said  about  the  statae  is  that  it  will  stand  in  its  place  until  the  end  of  the  month,  and 
will  then  be  taken  down  for  transport  in  a  French  ship  of  war  to  its  destination. 

After  the  ceremony,  the  high  officials  present,  to  the  number  of  some  twenty-five, 
went  to  breakfast  with  M.  le  Senateur  Arbel,  in  the  Rue  de  Oourcelles.  Mme.  Arbel 
and  Mme.  Bartholdi  were  the  only  ladies  present,  M.  de  Lesseps,  Mr.  Morton,  and 
M.  Baitholdi  made  short  speeches,  and  the  work,  the  committee,  and  the  artist 
received  their  fair  share  of  praise. 


ENGLISH  APPRECIATION  OF  THB  FBENCH  OFFERING  TO  AMERICA. 
[From  the  London  Daily  News.] 

We  publish  in  another  column  this  morning  a  full  description  of  the  gigantic 
statue  which  M.  Ferry, on  behalf  of  the  French,  will  to-morrow  present  to  the 
American  people,  through  the  United  States  minister  in  Paris.  The  statue  is  the  fit 
successor  in  these  modem  times  of  the  colossus  which  was  in  ancient  days  one  of  the 
world's  seven  wonders.  It  is  to  stand  on  one  of  the  islands  in  the  magnificent  bay 
of  New  York^as  a  sort  of  vast  light-house,  or  light-bearer,  welcoming  the  traveler 
from  the  Old  World  as  he  enters  the  New  World.  The  project  and  execution  are 
characteristic  of  the  French  people.  There  is  an  air  of  romance  about  it  which 
tooches  the  fancy  of  an  imaginative  nation.  It  is  a  kind  of  celebration  of  the 
Bepublic,  a  declaration  of  friendship  and  sympathy  from  one  republican  people  to 
another.  It  is  the  more  remarkable,  too,  because  the  legend  which  most  astonished 
M.  Guizot  when  he  read  it  on  some  of  our  great  charitable  institutions  in  London 
might,  with  a  slight  change,  be  inscribed  on  M.  Bartholdi's  colossus.  It  has 
oiiginated  in  a  popular  movement,  and  has  been  paid  for  by  volnntary  subseriptions. 
It  18  literally  the  spontaneous  gift  of  the  French  people  to  the  Americans,  a  testimony 
of  their  heartjy  admiration  of  American  freedom. 

The  colossal  size  of  the  statue  is  appropriate  to  a  country  where  everything  is  on 
a  gigantic  scale.  On  its  pedestal,  and  with  its  outstretched  hand,  this  hage  figure 
is  nigher  than  any  li^ht-house  on  our  own  coasts  or  than  anj  mere  monument  in  this 
capital.  It  is  most  ingeniously  coDstructed,  and  is,  even  m  that  respect,  the  most 
striking  work  of  the  statuary's  art  ever  i>rodnced.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  accepted  by 
the  Americans  in  the  cordial  spirit  in  which  it  is  offered,  and  it  may  oe  hoped  that  it 
may  long  stand  in  its  commanding  position  at  the  beautiful  entrance  to  New  York 
bay  as  a  material  embodiment  and  token  of  the  cordial  feeling  of  two  great  peoples 
who  are  mutually  indebted  to  each  other. 

THE  minister's  RECEPTION. 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  usual  Fourth  of  July  reception  was  held  at  Mr.  Mor- 
ton's, and  many  of  those  present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  morning  met  one  another 
once  more. 


No.  106. 
Mr.  Brulatour  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Bxtraot.] 

]So.  585.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  July  12, 1884.    (Received  July  28.) 
SiB:  With  reference  to  the  authorization  asked  for  by  the  American 
Commercial  Cable  Company  to  land  its  cable  upon  the  shores  of  France, 
•    •    ♦    1  herewith  inclose  a  translation  of  M.  Ferry's  communication, 
and  a  copy  of  my  acknowledgment  of  the  same. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  J.  BEULATOUB. 
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(Inclosare  I  in  Ko.  585.->Traxi8Utioii.] 

M,  Ferry  to  Mr,  Morion, 

Paris,  July  8,  1884. 
Snt :  I  have  received  the  two  letters,  of  the  17th  and  24th  of  last  month,  that  Mr. 
Brolatonr  has  had  the  goodness  to  address  to  me  with  reference  to  the  concession  of 
a  sobmarine  telegraphic  line  to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company,  represented  by 
Messrs.  Bennett  and  Mackay.  •        ' 

To  the  second  of  these  coramanioations  was  annexed  the  copy  of  a  telegram  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  insists  upon  the  suppression  in  the  contract  signed  by 
that  company  with  the  French  administration  of  certain  conditions  that  the  Wash- 
ington Cabinet  consider  as  being  at  variance  with  the  treatment  of  reciprocity  agreed 
to  between  the  two  Qovemments  in  1879  upon  the  establishment  of  the  direct  line 
eoDstmoted  by  the  French  Company  Paris-New  York. 

In  response  to  the  communication  that  I  addressed  to  to  the  minister  of  posts  and 
t^grapns  on  the  subject,  he  observes  that  it  is  proper  to  state  precisely  under  what 
conditions  the  Government  of  the  Union  granted  in  1879,  upon  the  application  of  the 
French  Government,  the  concession  of  a  cable  to  be  landed  in  the  United  States. 

With  this  object,  Mr.  Cochery  sets  forth,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  cable  conceded 
in  1879  was  a  direct  cable ;  he  recalls,  in  the  second  place,  the  exact  terms  of  the  corre- 
ipondence  exchanged  between  the  minister  of  the  Bepublic  at  Washington  with  refer- 
ence to  the  anthorization  to  land  granted  to  the  Frencn  company ;  it  results  therefrom, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  M.  Outrey  gave  to  the  Federal  Cabinet  "  the  assurance  that  the 
FrMich  Government  would  make  no  difficulty  in  according,  in  case  of  need,  to  Amer- 
ican subjects,  the  same  privileges  as  to  its  own  fellow-countrymen ; ''  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  Government  of  the  Union  would  grant  to  the  French  company  the  right  to 
land,  upon  the  sole  condition  that  this  companjsr  would  comply  with  the  general  laws 
that  Congress  might  be  called  upon  to  enact  with  reference  to  submarine  cables.  The 
commonieation  of  the  Department  of  State,  which  notified  the  said  authorization,  con- 
tains, in  effect,  the  following  reservation :  '*  It  should  be  well  understood  by  the  com- 
^y  that  the  authorization  that  it  receives  is  subservient  to  all  the  measures  that 
Congress  may  take  in  the  future  with  reference  to  submarine  telegraphs.'' 

Mr.  Cochery  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  reason  to  notice  in  these  communications 
that  the  anthorization  given  by  the  Gk)veroment  of  the  United  States  was  not  pure 
aod  simple,  bat  that  it  was  subordinate  to  the  measures  that  your  Government  might 
solMeqnently  take  with  reference  to  submarine  cables,  and  that  the  only  demand  to  the 
Government  of  the  Republic,  with  a  view  of  reciprocity,  was  to  concede  to  American 
citizens  tbe  same  privilege  as  to  French  citizens. 

As  far  as  concerns  reciprocity,  it  has  already  been  stated  in  the  note  ft'om  Mr.  Cochery, 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  that  the 
cable  of  the  Company  "Paris-New  York''  was  a  direct  cable  between  France  and 
America,  while  the  cable  of  the  ''Commercial  Company"  is  a  cable  between  France 
iod  Ireland  which,  from  this  latter  country,  pursues  its  course  to  the  United  States. 
It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  insist  in  order  to  show  the  difference  which  exists  be- 
tween these  two  concessions. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  useless  to  recall  that  at  the  time  of  the  concession  granted 
to  M.  Ponyer  Quertier,  the  French  Government  held  essentially  that  the  cable  should 
be  direct  and  should  not  make  use  of  the  territory  of  any  foreign  nation  before  arriving 
in  America.  The  relay  established  at  St.  Pierre  by  the  French  company  in  nowise 
infringes  this  condition,  since  the  island  of  St.  Pierre  is  a  French  possesion,  and  that 
to  establish  the  Pouyer  Quertier  cable  by  means  of  this  intermediary  point  it  was 
only  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  authorization  of  France  and  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  the  same  for  the  Mackay-Bennett  cable,  as  apart  from  the  consent  of  the 
two  states  in  questiod  the  grantees  will  be  obliged  to  obtain  the  consent  of  England 
tot  the  landing  in  Ireland.  And  even  supposing  that  a  direct  communication  is  esiab- 
Usbed  between  Havre  and  the  United  States,  it  can  only  be  worked  with  the  author- 
ization of  the  English  Gk>vemment  which,  according  to  the  information  transmitted 
to  me  by  Mr.  Cochery,  would  impose  very  restrictive  conditions,  especially  the  limit- 
fttlon  of  the  authorization  of  landing  to  the  year  1889.  Under  these  conditions  the 
Fmneh  administration  was  justified  m  refusing  Messrs.  Bennett  and  Mackay  the  right 
of  landing  their  cable,  without,  in  reality,  affecting  the  promise  of  reciprocity  agreed 
to  in  1879  by  the  two  Governments;  this  right,  however,  which,  up  to  the  present 
time,  had  not  been  granted,  was  conceded  to  them  under  certain  conditions  specified 
in  this  stipulation. 

As  you  are  aware,  Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett  accepted  these  conditions,  and,  on 
^te  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  yon  were  good  cnougn  to  communicate  to  rae  the 
thanks  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  preceding  observation  Mr.  Cochery  adds  that  he  is  ignorant  of  what  has 
taken  place  since  the  above  obtainment,  but  the  grantees  have  allowed  the  periods 
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prescribed  by  the  stipnlations  to  expire  withont  folfilling  the  formalitiee  intended  to 
make  the  position  regular,  and  that,  in  fact,  they  have  given  to  the  administration 
the  right  of  refusing  tnem  a  new  concession. 

The  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  adds  that  this  is  certainly  the  jurisprudence 
that  his  department  would  apply  to  French  subjects. 

Nevertheless,  in  consideration  of  the  support  given  by  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  to  the  application  of  Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett,  the  French  administration 
has  not  set  it  as^de,  and  has  even  consented  to  substitute  a  simple  clause  of  common 
right,  that  of  denundtation  of  the  contract  a  year  in  advance  to  the  right  of  repur- 
chase that  the  original  contract  reserved  to  the  Government  of  the  Republic. 

The  conditions  inserted  in  the  contract  are,  besides,  those  that  the  administration 
would  impose  upon  every  Frenchman  who  might  apply  for  a  similar  concession  to 
land. 

Upon  the  whole,  Messrs.  Mackay  and  Bennett  are  not  placed  in  the  same  conditions 
as  M.  Pouyer  Quertier,  who  had  applied  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
land  a  direct  cable. 

Besides,  the  conditions  of  the  concession  made  to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company 
are  those  that  the  French  administration  would  impose  upon  their  fellow-country- 
men. 

Finally,  it  must  be  observed  that  these  conditions  have  been  discussed  by  the  admin- 
istration of  posts  and  telegraphs  and  M.  le  Comte  Dillon,  repreticntative  of  Messrs. 
Mackay  and  Bennett ;  that  the  clauses  have  been  accepted  by  him,  and  that  the 
clauses  of  the  contract,  for  the  most  part,  were  spontaneously  proposed  by  the 
grantees. 

In  this  state  of  things,  which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  expose  to  your  €k)vem- 
ment,  you  will  acknowledge,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  contract  in  question  in 
nowise  infringes  the  engagements  agreed  upon  in  1879  by  the  Government  of  the 
Republic. 

Receive,  &c., 

JULES  FERRY. 


[Incloanre  2  in  No.  5S6.] 

Mr.  Brulatour  to  M.  Jules  Ferry, 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Paris,  July  11,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  tlie 
8th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  request  of  my  Government  for  reciprocal  treatment  when 
an  American  transatlantic  cable  company  seeks  the  privilege  of  landing  its  cables 
upon  the  shores  of  France. 

Your  excellency  states  substantially  that  the  treatment  of  reciprocity  is  not  re- 
fused to  the  Commercial  Cable  Company,  in  whose  behalf  I  have  asked  for  the  right 
of  landing  in  France,  but  that  this  company,  having  only  an  indirect  communication 
with  the  United  States,  was  not  entitled  to  the  same  terms  granted  to  the  French 
company,  whose  linos  are  direct ;  that  the  agreement  of  18^  between  France  and 
the  United  States  meant  equal  treatment  of  Americans  and  Frenchmen  desiring  to 
establish  telegraphic  communio*  tion  across  the  ocean,  and  that  the  conditions  im- 
posed upon  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  are  exactly  those  which  the  French 
Government  impose  upon  any  French  company  situated  In  the  same  manner  and 
making  the  same  application. 

I  shall  lose  no  time  in  making  known  this  reply  to  my  Government,  but  in  await- 
ing its  answer  I  may  be  permitted  one  remark. 

Your  excellency  states  that  the  Commercial  Cable  Copipany  had  accepted  the  con- 
dition, objected  to  now,  affixed  to  the  concession  of  the  privilege  of  landing,  when, 
by  instruction  of  my  Gk>vernment,  Mr.  Morton  thanked  you  for  having  made  it.  I 
must  say  here  that  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  became  aware  of  the  concession  only  through 
your  oommunication  of  February,  1884  (no  date),  which  did  not  mention  "  that  the 
privilege  thus  gi  anted  was  liable  to  be  suppressed  at  any  time,  upon  a  year's  notice/* 
I  must  also  repeat  that  the  objectections  of  my  Government  have  not  in  view  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Company,  but  a  question  of  principle  in- 
volving the  interests  of  every  concession. 
I  avail,  &c., 

E.  J.  BRULATOUR. 
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No.   107. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Morton. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  July  17, 1884. 

Mr.  Frelingliuysen  telegraphs  Mr.  Morton  to  the  effect  that  the  com- 
mercial cable  is  as  direct  as  the  Freuch  cable,  iaasmuch  as  both  touch 
at  a  point  between  France  and  the  United  States.  The  fact  that  St. 
Pierre  is  French  is  of  no  consequence,  as,  in  the  nature  of  things,  any 
American  cable  must  touch  at  some  point  before  reaching  France,  and 
upon  foreign  Al,  as  we  have  no  foreign  possessions.  To  deny  this  right 
is  consequently  to  deny  the  United  States  the  reciprocal  obligation  of 
the  agreement ;  for  no  cable  has  been  laid  and  probably  none  will  be 
laid  which  does  not  touch  at  some  intermediate  station  between  the 
United  States  and  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  is  considered^  almost 
impracticable  to  lay  one  otherwise. 

The  provision  as  to  measures  of  Congress  in  the  future  cannot  be  used 
against  the  present  application ;  for  any  such  measure  if  passed  would 
be  general  in  its  bearings  and  would  apply  equally  to  all  cables,  Amer- 
ican, French,  English,  or  other,  while  Mr.  Ferry  now  desires  to  impose 
upon  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  restrictions  notimi>osed  upon  the 
French  company  now  in  existence. 

Further,  the  agreement  of  1879  stipulates  for  reciprocal  treatment  in 
France  of  French  and  American  cable  companies.  Mr.  Ferry  now  pro- 
poses conditions  to  which  the  present  existing  company  is  not  subjected. 
The  fact  that  any  company  establifc?hed  hereafter  would  be  subjected  to 
like  conditions  isnot  of  importance,  aspresentand  uotfuture  facts  are  now 
tinder  consideration.  The  United  States  claims  for  the  Commercial  Com- 
pany the  san^e  rights  as  those  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  existing  French 
company. 

Mr.  Alorton  is  instructed  to  bring  these  considerations  to  Mr.  Ferry's 
attention,  using  this  telegram  as  a  text  on  which  to  base  his  arguments. 

It  is  thought  that  the  question  should  be  epeedly  settled,  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  agreement,  stipulating  for  equal  privileges  to 
American  and  French  cable  companies. 


No.  108. 

Mr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

^0.  r.s^.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris^  July  22,  1884.     (Received  August  4.) 

Sir:  Upon  receipt,  on  the  18th  instant,  of  your  two  cipher  telegrams 
of  the  17th,  I  arranged  an  interview  with  the  i)re8ident  of  the  council 
tb^t  afternoon,  when  I  informed  him  that  while  at  Eagatz  with  my 
family,  en  route  for  St.  Moritz,  I  received  a  telegram  from  you  requesting 
me  to  return  to  Paris  to  confer  Xvith  him  with  reference  to  the  difficulty 
^hich  had  arisen  respecting  the  concessions  to  the  Commercial  Cable 
Company. 

I  then  stated  that  you  had  been  informed,  by  telegraph  and  by  mail, 
of  the  reply  made  to  the  representations  of  the  legation  by  himself  and 
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by  M.  Cochery,  that  you  could  not  see  any  difference  in  the  situation 
of  the  Commercial  and  French  companies,  and  that  you  insisted  upon 
equal  treatment  for  both.  I  called  bis  attention  particularly  to  every 
point  mentioned  in  your  telegram,  namely,  that  the  fact  of  touching  at  Ire- 
land could  not  make  the  Commercial  cable  an  indirect  one,  if  the  French 
cable^  \vhich  touched  at  St.  Pierre,  was  a  direct  one ;  that  to  touch  at  some 
point  en  route  was  a  practical  necessity ;  that  to  affix  to  the  privilege  of 
landing  granted  to  the  Commercial  Company  conditions  not  impost  on 
the  French  company,  particularly  the  clause  by  which  this  privilege 
can  be  canceled  upon  one  yeai-'s  notice,  was  to  deny  to  us  the  recipro- 
cal obligations  of  the  agreement  of  1879 ;  and  finally,  that  the  provis- 
ion of  this  "agreement  in  relation  to  future  legislation  by  Congress  could 
not  be  invoked,  because  such  legislation  would  be  geneml,  wherea«  it 
was  sought  to  place  the  Commercial  Company  on  a  different  footing  from 
that  of  the  French  company. 

M.  Ferry  said  that  this  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  his  colleague, 
the  minister  ot  posts  and  telegraphs,  to  whose  attention  he  would 
bring  it  at  the  cabinet  meeting  of  the  next  morning ;  he  had  only  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but  he  knew  very  well  that  the  French 
Government  had  no  intention  whatever  to  claim  unequal  or  unfair  con- 
ditions of  the  Commercial  Company. 

I  replied  that  I  was  pleased  to  receive  this  assurance ;  for  my  Govern- 
ment, last  year,  »hen  the  qu  stion  was  raised  in  Congress  that  the 
French  company  had  forfeited  its  privilege  by  combining  with  other 
companies  to  establish  uniform  rates,  di  ^  not  press  the  investigation, 
but  it  might  be  forccl  to  notice  this  plain  violation  of  the  agreement 
of  1879  should  the  question  be  brought  forward. 

M.  Ferry  made  no  reply  to  this  remark,  and  it  was  agreed  that  I  should 
see  him  in  the  morning,  when  he  stated  that  the  whole  difficulty  was 
caused  by  the  fact  that  the  Commercial  cable  was  not  a  direct  one ;  ^^bnt-," 
said  I,  "we  contend  that  it  is  as  much  so  as  the  French  cable,  which 
stops  at  St.  Pierre.''  "  1 1  is  not,"  he  replied  ;  "the  Pouyer  Quertier  cable 
is  a  Franco- American  cable;  it  connects  directly  no  other  countries  but 
France  and  America,  and  it  can  transmit  directly,  without  borrowing 
from  any  foreign  country,  French  messages  to  America,  or  American  mes- 
sages to  France ;  it  stops  at  St.  Pierre,  not  to  receive  a  feeder.  Whereas 
the  Commercial  Company  is,  in  fact,  an  Anglo- American  cable,  with  a 
separate  branch  line  to  France;  it  connects  directly  no  other  countries 
but  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  all  French  messages  intended  for 
America,  or  American  messages  intended  for  France,  are  received  and 
retransmitted  from  British  soil.  It  does  not  merely  stop  to  facilitate  the 
submarine  transmission ;  it  ends  there  practically  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  British  traffic  which  is  to  be  its  principal  source  of  income. 
In  short,  the  particular  cable  which  the  Commercial  Company  intends 
to  land  at  Havre  is  entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the  United  States. 
It  cannot  be  laid  .without  the  consent  of  Great  Britain,*  and  France 
herself  cannot  give  this  consent,  for  she  has  granted  to  the  English 
Submarine  Company  the  monopoly  of  laying  across  the  Channel  all  the 
cables  connecting  France  with  Great  Britain,  which  monopoly  expires 
only  in  1889.  If  such  is  not  the  case,  why  has  the  Commercial  Com- 
pany been  obliged  to  purchase  from  the  Submarine  Company  the  priv- 
ilege of  laying  its  cable  between  France  and  Ireland  t" 

To  my  inquiry,  if  he  found  there  a  justifiable  motive  for  denying  to 
an  American  company  the  reciprocal  treatment  promised  to  it  in  good 
faith  through  the  agi-eement  of  1879,  he  instantly  replied  that  such 
treatment  was  not  denied  to  the  Commercial  Company,  that  it  was  placed 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


FRANCE. 


165 


upon  exactly  the  same  footing  as  all  the  French  companies  to  which, 
during  late  years,  concessions  had  been  made,  and  that  even  the  Pouyer 
Qaertier  company  was  subjected  to  the  condition  (of  which  we  com- 
plained particularly)  of  having  its  privilege  canceled  at  the  will  of  the 
Government,  because  it  is  a  principle  of  law  in  France  that  all  unlimited 
concessions  can  be  ended  at  the  pleasure  of  the  state. 

"  If  such  is  your  right,"  said  1,  "  why  do  you  insist  upon  affixing  this 
obnoxious  clause  to  the  charter  of  the  Commercial  Company  t"  "Be- 
cause," he  replied,  "  it  is  now  a  rule  of  this  Government  to  do  so  in 
every  instance;  but,''  he  added,  "I  beg  you  to  believe  that  we  have 
not  the  remotest  intention  of  taking  advantage  of  this  clause,  which 
is  made  necessary  under  our  European  system,  but  which  would  never 
be  applied  except  under  very  pressing  emergencies.  To  convince  you, 
however,  of  our  conciliatory  disposition,  we  are  willing  to  assure  to  the 
Commercial  Comj^uy  a  delay  of  two  years,  or  even  three  years,  before 
this  clause  could  be  applicable.''  I  said  my  Government  had  more  in 
view  the  question  of  principle  than  the  particular  interest  of  the  Com- 
mercial Company,  and  that  you  claimed  entire  reciprocity.  He  re- 
peated that  we  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  full  reciprocity  contemplated 
by  the  agreement  of  1879,  and  to  be  better  enlightened  in  this  respect 
he  advised  me  to  see  M.  Cochery,  who,  he  was  sure,  yould  make  the 
matter  very  clear  to  me. 

I  accordingly  called  on  the  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs,  with 
whom  I  have  had  two  conferences,  during  which  the  subject  was  fully 
discussed  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  M.  Cochery  reasserted  most 
emphatically  each  of  the  statements  which  the  president  of  the  council 
bad  made.  He  explained  that  the  rules  applicable  to  telegraphic  lines 
are  now  liable  to  be  frequently  changed  for  the  better ;  that  in  1879  it 
was  not  deemed  necessary  to  mention  in  the  stipulations  of  the  French 
company  that  its  privilege  could  be  suspended  at  the  will  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  that  for  several  years  not  a  single  telegraphic  line  had 
been  conceded  by  France  without  this  clause,  and  he  produced  many 
of  the  original  contracts  of  such  concessions,  in  every  one  of  which  I 
read,  *<The  Government  will  have  the  right,  at  any  time,  to  suspend  or 
withdraw  the  right  to  use  the  line  conceded  without  being  bound  to 
pay  any  indemnity,  or  to  reimburse  any  cost." 

"Smh  being  the  c^se,"  he  argued,  "  the  Commercial  Company  cannot 
expect  to  receive  better  terms  than  those  actually  made  to  others,  and 
we  are  fully  in  accord  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  agreement  of 
1879  when  we  grant  to  that  company  what  we  grant  to  our  own  peo- 
ple. But  we  have  gone  beyond  that;  in  allowing  that  company  to  lay 
a  cable  across  the  Channel — if  the  Submarine  Company  to  which  this 
monopoly  belongs  does  not  object — we  have  given,  through  high  regard 
for  your  Government  and  people,  an  exceptional  favor,  which  has  al- 
ready been  to  me  a  source  of  many  annoyances,  and  for  which  I  am 
threatened  with  an  interpellation  at  the  Chamber.  Should  I  remove 
from  the  stipulations  of  this  company  the  clause  of  which  you  complain, 
what  defense  shall  I  make  when  charged  at  the  Chamber  with  having 
given  unnecessary  facilities  to  a  foreign  company,  established  to  com- 
pete with  a  French  line  through  English  channels!  Let  the  Com- 
mercial Company  establish  a  direct  line,  a  line  under  the  sole  control 
of  the  United  States  and  France,  and  1  will  instantly  grj^nt  to  it  the 
identical  terms  granted  to  the  Pouyer  Quertier  company  (although  we 
do  not  now  grant  such  terms),  because  1  would  then  be  protected  by 
the  agreement  of  1879,  which  binds  me  in  one  case,  and  not  in  the  other. 
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"Tbe  claims  you  are  pressing  upon  me,"  be  added  with  mach  warmth 
and  feeling,  ^Ms  an  anjast  one  ander  thecircnmstances;  it  has  no  founda- 
tion in  equity,  and  it  is  partiealarly  painful  to  me,  for  it  implies  on  your 
part  the  supposition  that  I  can  be  party  to  an  unfair  arrangement.  I 
give  yon  my  word  of  honor  that  we  have  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
embarrassing  the  Commercial  Company  or  of  loading  it  with  burden- 
some conditions.  This  one  year's  notice  clause  is  now  more  a  matter 
of  form  and  of  rule  than  anything  else ;  it  is  a  guarantee  for  the  Grov- 
ernment,  and  not  a  scheme  to  deprive  an  honest  company  of  its  legiti- 
mate property." 

Finally  M.  Cochery  said  that  in  deference  to  your  and  to  my  per 
soi^al  interposition,  he  will  add  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Commercial 
Company  a  clause  stating  that  the  provision  giving  to  the  Government 
the  right  to  cancel  its  privilege  upon  one  year's  notice  will  not  be  ap- 
plicable before  the  12th  of  January,  1889,  when  the  wpopoly  given  to 
the  Submarine  Company  for  the  Channel  cables  will  expire,  and  when  it 
will  become  necessary  for  France  and  England  to  establish  new  regula- 
tions for  all  submarine  cables. 

I  must  say  that  M.  Cochery's  language  struck  me  as  being  perfectly 
sincere,  and  that  he,  as  well  as  M.  Ferry,  seems  truly  animat^  with  the 
desire  of  treating  this  matter  fairly  and  to  our  entire  satisfaction. 

They  both  declare  that  the  reciprocal  treatment  we  claim  is  more 
than  secured  to  the  Commercial  Company ;  that  the  stipulations  pre- 
sented to  this  company  are  those  to  which  every  other  company  has 
subscribed,  and  that  though  the  clause  canceling  the  privileg:e  granted 
at  the  option  of  the  Government  is  not  inscribed  in  the  stipulations 
of  the  Pouyer  Quertier  company,  it  is  nevertheless  binding  upon  that 
company.  They  both  also  state,  with  equal  positiveness  of  language, 
that  the  clause  is  not  intended  to  work,  and  will  not  work,  any  injustice 
against  the  Commercial  Company. 

It  seems  difficult  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  this  language.  I  have  bad 
with  both  M.  Ferry  and  M.  Cochery  intimate  personal  relations  during 
the  last  three  years,  and  I  cannot  but  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  their 
characters,  of  their  sympathies  for  our  Government  and  people,  and  of 
their  true  desire  of  being  agreeable  to  us.  I  have  had  so  many  evi- 
dences that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  question,  in  this  instance,  their 
good-will  and  friendly  intentions. 

M.  Cochery  also  said  he  would  concede  a  special  wire  to  the  Commer- 
cial Company  from  Havre  to  Paris. 

I  have  not  accepted  the  proposition  of  M.  Cochery,  which  is  practi- 
cally the  proposition  of  the  French  Government,  but  I  believe  the  con- 
ditions named  are  all  the  French  Government  can  concede  under  the 
circumstances ;  it  is  really  crippled  by  its  commitments  to  the  Subma- 
rine Company  and  by  the  precedents  established  by  existing  contracts 
wifh  its  own  citizens;  it  feels  that  it  is  carrying  out,  in  good  faith,  tbe 
spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  mutual  agreement  of  1870,  when  M. 
Outrey  gave  "  the  assurance  that  the  French  Government  would  make 
no  difficulty  in  according,  in  case  of  need,  to  American  citizens  the 
same  privileges  as  to  its  own  fellow-countrymen." 
I  have,  &c., 

LEVI  P.  MOKTON. 
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No.  109. 
Mr,  Davis  to  Mr.  Morton. 

i  Telegram.] 

Washington,  Augvst  11, 1884. 
Mr.  Davis  telegraphs  Mr.  Morton  that  in  the  Commercial  Cable  matter 
that,  besides  the  single  condition  named  by  the  minister  of  posts  and 
telegraphs,  of  one  year's  notice  to  buy  the  cable  after  1889,  he  proposes: 

(1)  That,  without  his  permission,  the  American  cable  shall  not  change 
its  rates ; 

(2)  That  the  rates  between  France  and  America  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  between  any  other  European  country  and  America ; 

(3)  That  the  American  cable  may  be  suspended  arbitrarily  under 
police  regulations  at  any  time  (aside  from  the  suspension  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Morton's  dispatch) ;  and 

(4)  That  all  American  cables  shall  be  subject  to  the  London  conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  Morton  is  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  Department  any  in- 
formation he  can  obtain  on  these  points. 


No.  110. 
JIfr.  Morton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

f  Extract] 

No.  620.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris  J  September  17,  1884.    (Received  Uctober  3.) 
Sir:  On  the  13th  of  August  I  telegraphed  you  that  after  further  con- 
ferences with  the  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  he  had  substantially 
agreed  to  the  following  terms: 

(1)  To  authorize  the  Commercial  Cable  Company  to  reduce  its  rates 
without  notice  and  to  re-establish  the  regular  rates. 

(2)  Hates  between  any  given  points  in  the  United  States  and  France 
to  1)6  the  same  as  between  that  point  and  any  European  country. 

(3)  Option  between  the  clause  giving  the  right  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  cancel  the  privilege  of  landing  upon  one  year's  notice,  but 
with  the  pledge  that  this  right  will  not  be  used  before  the  12th  of  Jan- 
iiary,  1889,  when  the  monopoly  given  to  the  Submarine  Company  ex- 
pires, or  the  general  clause  inserted  in  all  French  concessions  stating 
that  the  Grovernment  will  have  the  right  at  any  time  to  suspend  or  to 
withdraw  the  right  to  use  the  line  conceded  without  being  bound  to 
pay  any  indemnity  or  to  reimburse  any  cost. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

As  the  terms  herein  accepted  were  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  M.  de 
Castro,  one  of  the  two  representatives  here  of  the  Commercial  Cable 
Company,  I  telegraphed  you  the  same  day  as  follows : 


Represeuiative  of  Cable  Company  here  objects  to  the  limit  of  lti89,  and  would  pre- 
iw  the  general  clause  under  which  French  Government  has  the  right  to  revoke  at  any 

pplicable  to  all  exist- 
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On  the  29th,  after  many  interviews  and  conferences  with  the  high 
officials  of  the  postal  and  telegraphic  departments,  M.  Cochery  being 
absent,  I  sent  you  by  cable  this  dispatch : 

Frelinohutsen,  Secretary f  Wcishington : 

Referring  to  my  telef^^am  of  Aogust  S3,  stating  that  the  representati  v^e  of  the  Cable 
Company  objected  to  the  limit  of  1889  and  preferred  the  general  clanse  under  which 
French  Government  has  the  riffht  to  revoke  at  any  time  concessions  made,  provided 
it  is  stated  that  all  French  and  foreign  telegraph  companies  holding  a  French  con- 
cession are  subjected  to  this  condition,  I  have  to  report  that  the  minister  of  posts 
and  telegraphs  is  willing  to  address  me  an  official  commnnioation  containing  this 
statement.  The  minister  explains  that  the  right  here  claimed  is  not  to  be  used  un- 
less under  extreme  emergencies,  but  that  it  is  one  no  state  can  renounce ;  it  is  a  high 
police  right  recognized  by  international  law  and  belongs  to  the  United  States  as  well 
as  to  all  nations.  This  arrangement  seems  to  be  quite  satisfactory  to  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Cable  Company  here,  at  whose  request  I  have  also  asked  and  obtained  tho 
drivilege  that  the  rates  may  be  raised  to  2.50  francs  instead  of  2  fr vines. 

I  supposed  that  everything  was  then  settled,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the 
French  administration  was  concerned.  This  was  my  understanding, 
as  well  as  yours,  and  on  the  1st  of  September  you  instructed  me  to 
accept,  under  reserve,  the  proposition  made.  Your  telegram  of  the  Ist 
September  was  translated  as  follows : 

Under  the  circumstances  you  may  accept  French  proposition  stated  in  your  tele- 
gram <  'f  the  29th  instant.  If  agreeable,  cable  representative,  but  state  that  you  reserve 
all  right  to  complete  reciprocity  which  the  United  States  may  have,  leaving  that  as 
subject  for  future  discussion,  without  prejudice  to  the  United  States,  should  occasioD 
arise. 

FRELINGHUYSEN. 

Before  complying  with  this  instruction  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  recall 
to  the  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  the  terms  agreed  upon  between 
his  department  and  the  legation,  and  I  accordingly  addressed  him  on 
the  6th  instant  the  following  letter,  which  was  approved  by  M.  de  Castro: 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Farts,  September  6,  1884. 
To  his  Excellency  Monsieur  Cochery, 

Minister  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  ifc* : 
Sir  :  Consequent  upon  the  explanations  which  were  exchanged  between  your  de- 
partment and  this  legation,  with  reference  to  the  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  in  oider 
to  have  the  right  of  landing  upon  French  soil  the  cables  of  the  Commercial  Cable 
Company,  it  was  finally  arranged — 

(1)  That  the  American  epmpany  may,  withput  previous  authority,  either  increase 
its  rates  to  2.50  francs  per  word  or  reduce  them  to  a  lower  price. 

(2)  Should  the  reduction  of  rates  made  by  the  company  be  caused  by  unusual  cir- 
cumstances, such,  for  instance,  as  a  war  of  rates,  the  company  shall  have  the  right 
at  any  time  to  recur  to  its  usual  rates. 

(3)  That  the  rates  charged  between  a  given  point  of  the  United  States  and  FVance 
shall  be  the  same  as  those  charged  between  this  same  point  and  any  European  countiy. 

(4)  That  all  the  American  cables  between  France  and  Great  Britain  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  rules  of  the  London  convention. 

(57  That  the  specifications  of  the  Commercial  Company  shall  contain  the  geueriil 
clause  inscribed  in  all  French  telegraphic  concessions,  by  which  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  suspend  or  revoke  at  any  instant  the  con- 
cededline,  bat  that  you  would  address  me  a  letter,  stating  that  all  telegraphic  land 
lines  or  submarine  cables  conceded  by  France  are  subject  to  this  condition. 

Ths  condition,  you  assured  me,  is  more  a  matter  of  form  than  of  consequence,  and 
is  only  a  recognition  of  a  right  of  high  police  which  belongs  to  every  Govemmenty 
but  that  this  right  is  one  of  which  no  use  would  be  made  except  under  extraordinary 
circumstances,  and  that  the  French  Government  has  neither  the  intention  nor  the 
desire  to  profit  by  the  same  to  hinder  or  prejudice  the  Commercial  Company. 

In  accepting  these  conditions  I  reserve  all  right  to  complete  reciprocity  which  the 
United  States  may  have,  leaving  that  question  as  a  subject  for  future  discussion^ 
should  occasion  arise,  without  p^udice  to  the  United  States. 

Awaiting  your  confirmation  of  this  understanding, 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  P.  MORTON. 
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When  this  letter  was  written,  M.  Cochery  was  still  absent.  Upon 
bis  retnrD  to  Paris,  he  requested  Mr.  Yignaud  to  call,  and  declared  to 
him  very  frankly  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  write  to  me  in  his 
ofBcal  character  a  letter  by  which  he  would  assent  to  the  propositions 
set  foith  in  my  communication,  as  he  could  not  do  so  consistently  with 
bis  previous  engagements  and  the  rules  of  his  department. 

After  two  long  conferences  with  Mr.  Yiguaud,  he  finally  agreed  to 
the  following  memorandum,  which  states  exactly  what  he  is  now  willing 
to  do.  This  memorandum  was  reduced  to  writing  by  Mr.  Yignaud  and 
submitted  to  M.  Cochery,  who  approved  it. 

MEMORANDUM. 

With  reference  to  tbe  risbt  of  landiDg  in  France  the  cables  of  the  Bennett-Mackay 
American  Company  for  wnicb  tbe  Government  of  tbe  United  States  has  made  applica- 
tion to  tbe  Government  of  tbe  Hei)nblic,  tbe  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  has  bad 
the  goodness  to  fnmish  the  following  verbal  explanations  npon  various  points  of  the 
specifications  of  this  company. 

The  minister  of  posts  and  telegraphs  consents  that  tbe  rate  of  dispatches,  instead 
of  being  fixed  at  2  francs,  shoold  be  increased  to  2.50  francs  In  case  a  decrease  of  the 
rates  shonld  take  ^lace,  the  minister,  while  reserving  his  absolute  right  of  opposing: 
say  increase,  explained  that,  as  a  rule^  he  never  does  so  oppose  when  a  decrease  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  necessity  of  fighting  against  the  proceedings  of  a  compe- 
tition. 

The  minister  also  explained  that  in  reserving  tbe  right  of  the  administration  to  sus- 
pend  or  to  put  an  end  to  the  right  of  landing,  be  only  conforms  to  a  general  clause  im- 
posed without  distinction  upon  all  the  present  concessions;  be  added,  that  even  the 
Pouyer  Quertier  Companv,  by  tbe  fact  of  there  not  being  a  date  fixed  for  tbe  termi- 
nation of  it«  concession,  is  by  virtue  of  French  law  ana  Jurisprudence  subjected  to 
limitations. 

The  minister  further  stated  that  it  should  be  understood  (1)  that  the  rates  charged 
between  any  pointa  whatever  in  the  United  States  and  France  shall  not  be  higher 
than  those  charged  between  this  same  point  and  any  of  the  European  countries,  and 
(2)  that  the  cable,  of  which  the  right  to  land  is  applied  for,  and  which  connects 
Fiance  and  tbe  United  Stat^  after  touching  at  a  point  in  Ireland,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  regulations  of  the  London  convention. 

Finally,  the  minister  said,  that  to  give  to  the  United  States  a  proof  of  his  good  will 
he  consents  that  the  concession  granted  to  the  American  company  shall  in  no  case 
be  withdrawn  before  the  12th  January,  lti89,  upon  which  date  the  monoply  of  the 
Sabmarine  Company  expires. 

September  16,  1864. 

In  bis  conversation  with  Mr.  Vignaud,  M.  Cochery  dwelt  at  length 
upon  his  desire  of  complying  with  our  request  and  of  extending  to  the 
Commercial  Cable  Company  all  possible  facilities,  but  he  insisted  that 
it  would  be  quite  improper  for  him  to  state  in  writing  that  the  police 
right  of  revoking  a  telegraphic  concession,  which  he  considered  essential 
to  every  €K>vemment,  will  not  be  used  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
although  such  is  the  fact. 

You  will  observe  that  although  he  formerly  emphatically  declared 
that  no  Government  could  yield  the  police  right  to  revoke  a  telegraphic 
concession,  and  still  professes  that  such  right  is  necessary  to  every  Gov- 
erument,  he  now  assents  to  your  conditions,  as  stated  in  your  telegram 
of  August  23,  that  under  no  circumstances  will  he  avail  himself  of  this 
right  before  1889. 

As  this  matter  does  not  seem  to  be  as  urgent  now  as  it  was  before,  I 
shall  await  your  instructions  before  taking  any  further  steps  in  the  prem- 
ises. 

t  have,  &c., 

LEyi  P.  MORTON. 
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No.  111. 

Mr.  Vignaud  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  651.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris^  October  27, 1884.    (Received  November  12.) 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  477,  of  date  March  25, 1884,  instructed  Mr. 
Morton  to  lay  before  the  French  Government  the  case  of  Mr.  John  B. 
Foichat,  a  naturalized  American  citizen  of  French  origin,  who,  while 
visiting  his  native  town,  was  arrested  and  subjected  to  harsh  treatment 
for  having  failed  to  report  himself  for  military  service  when  he  was  of 
age,  and  who,  for  this  reason,  claims  an  indemnity. 

Mr.  Morton,  however,  was  requested  to  present  this  case  only  if  the 
facts  upon  which  it  rested  were  correct.  These  facts  having  been  found 
to  be  so,  Mr.  Morton  laid  the  whole  matter  before  M.  Jules  Ferry  in  a 
communication  dated  April  22, 1884,  embodying  in  substance,  and  partly 
in  form,  your  own  clear  and  forcible  statement  of  the  case. 

M.  Ferry's  answer  came  to  hand  only  a  few  days  ago ;  it  is  dated 
October  27,  and  1  send  herewith  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  it,  together 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Morton'6  note. 

The  French  Government  admits  substantially  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Notwithstanding  his  American  papers,  Foichat  was  arrested  on  the 
charge  of  being  an  "tTwowmw."  He.  was  handcuffed  and  confined  in 
prison ;  but  the  French  Government  denies  that  these  facts  entitle 
Foichat  to  any  compensation,  and  maintains  the  ground  it  has  invariably 
taken  each  time  the  legation  has  interfered  on  behalf  of  American  citi- 
zens of  French  birth  who  had  been  naturalized  after  military  service 
was  due,  viz,  that  every  Frenchman  is  liable  to  be  called  to  perform 
military  service,  and  that  to  refuse  to  discharge  this  important  public 
duty  is  an  offense  punishable  by  law,  which  the  acquisition  of  foreign 
citizenship  cannot  remove,  particularly  when  the  change  of  nationality 
has  taken  place  for  the  very  purpose  of  avoiding  the  performance  of 
that  duty,  which  is  generally  the  case. 

Pressure  of  work  prevents  me  from  adding  anything  to  this  commu- 
nication.   I  propose,  however,  to  send  by  our  next  pouch  a  dispatch 
reviewing  the  whole  subject  of  American  citizens  of  French  origin  who 
have  not  performed  military  service  in  France. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENEY  VIGNAUD. 


[Inclosare  1  in  No.  651.1 
Mr,  Morton  to  M.  Firry. 

LEGATI02Y  OF  THB  UnITKD  STATES, 

Paris,  JpHl  22,  1884. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  my  Govemment  to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  t# 
the  case  of  Mr.  John  B.  Foichat,  an  American  citizen  who  claims  dne  repimition  ibr 
the  harsh  treatment  to  which  he  was  subjected  while  visiting  France  last  year. 

It  appears  from  the  sworn  statement  of  Foichat,  a  copy  or  which  is  herewith  in- 
closed, that  he  was  bom  at  Bordeaux  (Savoie)  on  the  4th  of  January,  18S^  In  1870. 
when  seventeen  years  of  ase,  he  went  to  the  United  States  and  has  ever  since  resided 
in  the  State  of  Indiana.  In  May,  1883,  he  was  regularlv  admitted  to  oitisenship  of 
the  United  States  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  Parke  County.  In 
Au^st,  1883,  he  obtained  a  passport  from  the  Department  of  State,  with  a  view  of  re- 
visitiuff^his  native  town  and  his  relations  there,  and  arrived  in  Bordeaux  in  September, 
1883.  On  the  22d  of  November  following,  he  was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  haTing 
failed,  when  he  attained  the  age  of  21  years,  to  report  for  military  service.    He  ex* 
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hibited  his  passport,  certificate  of  nataralization,  ahd  demanded  to  be  released  and 
allowed  to  proceed  on  bis  way.  Tbese  papers,  together  with  his  private  papers,  were 
seised  and  retained  by  the  officers,  and  he  was  kept  in  the  military  prison  at  Cham- 
b^ry  two  days  and  three  nights;  he  was  then  handcuffed  and  taken  to  the  military 
prison  at  Grenoble  to  be  tried  by  court-martial ;  then  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  cell  and 
his  valnables  all  taken  from  him.  He  was  detained  at  Greuoble  for  four  days.  His 
case  at  last  reached  the  ear  of  B.  F.  Peixotto,  esq.,  United  States  consul  at  Lyons,  and 
tbroagh  the  efforts  of  that  officer  Foichat  was  released  on  the  ground  of  his  American 
citizenship. 

The  correctness  of  this  statement  having  been  confirmed  by  the  American  consul 
at  Lyons,  jirhotook  pleasure,  however,  in  acknowledging  the  courtesy  of  the  high 
officials  to  whom  he  applied  in  behalf  of  Foichat,  complaining  only  of  the  action  of 
sabordinates,  I  must  concur  in  tbe  view  expressed  by  the  Department  of  State, 
"  that  aside  from  the  nrere  personal  inconvenience  and  expense  to  which  Mr.  Foichat 
was  subjected,  the  transaction  involved  an  unwarranted  and  seemiugly  unnecessary 
indignity  offered  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  which  this  Government  cannot 
suffer  to  pass  unnoticed.^' 

I  am,  therefore,  instructed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  present  this  claim 
to  year  excellency,  with  the  earnest  request  on  the  part  of  my  Government  '*  that  the 
subject  may  receive  from  that  of  France  early  and  fust  consideration,  and  that  a  rea- 
sonable pecuniary  indemnity  will  be  awarded  and  paid  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Foicbat.'' 
'*  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt,''  says  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  in  words  which  I  am  glad 
to  quote,  '*that  the  justice  of  the  claim  will  be  at  once  recognized  by  the  French 
Government,  animated  as  that  Government  is  by  the  highest  sentiments  of  liberality 
and  fairness." 

I  avail,  Si,o,, 

L.  P.  MORTON 


(Inclosore  2  Id  No.  651.— Translation.] 

M,  Ferry  to  Mr.  Vignand, 

Paris,  Ootoher  22,  16^4. 

Sir  :  On  the  22nd  of  April  Mr.  Morton  drew  my  attention  to  the  rigorous  measures 
which  Mr  J.  B.  Foichat,  of  French  origin,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
had  incurred  at  the  bauds  of  the  French  authorities  during  the  latter  mouths  of  the 
past  year.  Mr.  Foichat,  bom  on  the  4th  of  January,  1853,  at  Bordeaux  (Savoie),  went 
10  1870  to  the  United  States,  where  he  acquired,  in  1883«  naturalization.  Upon  his 
retnm  to  France,  at  the  end  of  the  same  year,  he  was  arrested  in  his  native  town  for 
insubmission  (insoumission),  then  set  at  liberty  upon  the  intervention  of  the  American 
consul  at  Lyons.  On  account  of  these  facts,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
considered  that  a  pecuniary  compensation  should  be  granted  to  him. 

Allow  me  to  recall  in  the  first  instance,  that  upon  principle  we  have  constantly  re- 
fused to  admit  that  a  Frenchman,  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country,  can  be  exempted 
if  he  returns  to  France  from  being  answerable  for  the  offense  of  insubmission,  when 
the  naturalization  has  taken  place  subsequently  to  the  existence  of  the  offense.  Yon 
will  understand  that  we  cannot  abandon  this  jurisprudence,  which  is  dictated  by  a 
question  of  public  order  of  a  most  important  character,  and  against  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would  be  all  the  less  founded  in  protesting,  as  it  is  in  con- 
formity with  one  of  the  principal  provisions  which  appear  m  the  treaties  of  natural- 
isation concluded  by  it  with  certain  powers. 

The  treaty  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1868,  between  the  United  States  and 
Pmssia,  stipulates  in  fact  (article  2)  that  a  naturalized  citizen  of  either  of  the  con- 
tacting parties,  in  case  of  retnm  to  the  territory  of  origin,  can  be  proceeded  against 
and  punished  in  consequence  of  acts,  qualified  as  offenses  or  crime  bv  the  laws  of  such 
country,  which  he  may  have  committed  before  his  emigration,  unless,  according  to 
the  laws  of  his  country  of  origin,  he  enjoys  the  privilege  of  prescription. 

An  inquiry  was  none  the  le^s  ordered  to  be  made  with  reference  to  the  complaints 
made  by  Mr.  Foichat.  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  herewith  copy  of  the 
nport  of  General  Carteret  Trecourt,  military  governor  of  L^ons,  stating  the  result 
of  the  same.  As  you  will  perceive,  from  the  perusal  of  this  document,  the  ^riev- 
snces  complained  of  by  Mr.  Foichat  are  in  no  wise  justified,  and  do  not  give  him,  in 
eonsequence,  any  right  to  the  compensation  he  solicits. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  acquaint  Mr.  Frelinghnynen  with  the  reasons 
which  do  not  permit  us  to  comply  with  his  request,  and  to  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
list  especially  upon  the  juridical  considerations,  which  oblige  us  to  reserve  expressly 
the  right  to  prosecute,  upon  his  retnm  to  France,  any  individual  charged  with  an 
infraction  against  our  military  laws,  committed  previously  to  naturalization  abroad. 
BeoeiTe,  Ac, 

JULES  FERKY. 
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flnolosaro  8  in  No.  651.— Translation.l 

General  Carteret  Trecourt,  military  governor  of  Lyons,  commander  of  fourteenth  army 
corps f  to  the  minister  of  tear, 

Lyons,  May  23, 1844. 

Mr.  Foicbat  having  oome  to  France  in  the  month  of  September,  1883,  that  is  to 
say,  hardly  four  months  after  his  change  of  nationality,  the  French  anthorities  could 
not  be  notified  that  he  was  an  American  subject ;  his  name  appeared  therefore  apon 
the  register  of  insubordinate s. 

Arrested  on  the  23d  of  November,  he  produced  an  American  passport,  but  this  doc- 
nment  was  not  sufficient  to  obtain  nis  immediate  release,  the  gendarmerie,  acting  in 
virtue  of  a  description  No.  1,  had  to  keep  him  in  custody,  bavinfl^  no  capacity  to  decide 
upon  the  authenticity  or  value  of  the  document  submitted  to  them. 

Escorted  without  any  resistance  before  the  recruiting  commandant  of  Chamb^ry, 
and  then  to  the  prison  of  this  town,  Mr.  Foichat  was  not  subjected  to  any  rigoroos 
measures,  the  gendarmes,  not  having  handcuffed  him,  thus  taking  upon  themselves  to 
render  as  li^ht  as  possible  the  application  of  the  general  rule. 

During  his  transfer,  however,  from  the  prison  of  Chamb^ry  to  the  military  prison 
of  Grenoble,  the  gendarmes  applying  in  his  case  the  precautionary  measures  usual  in 
such  cases,  thought  fit  to  put  on  the  handcuffs. 

From  the  information  obtained  from  the  military  prison  of  Grenoble,  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Foichat  was  subjected  to  the  ordinary  regulations  of  the  establishment,  and 
that  he  was  not  the  object  of  any  exceptional  measures. 

|l  I  With  reference  to  the  impediments,  according  to  the  complainant,  to  his  communi- 
cating with  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lyons,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  on 
the  28th  of  November  I  had  already  been  applied  to  with  reference  to  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Foichat  by  the  prefect  of  the  Is^re,  acting  at  the  instance  of  the  consnl  of  the 
United  States. 

Besides,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  this  subordinate  had  been  defined,  and  that  1 
had  the  proof  of  his  nationality,  I  gave  orders  by  telegraph  for  him  to  be  set  at  lib- 
ertv,  which  took  place  on  the  S&th  of  November. 

CARTERET. 


Fo.  112. 

Mr.  Vignaud  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  665.]  Lbgatiow  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  November  13, 1884.    (Received  November  28.) 

Sm :  When  they  happen  to  visit  their  mother  country,  American  citi- 
zens of  French  origin  who  have  not  performed  military  service  in  France 
are  much  astonished  to  find  that  notwithstanding  their  American  pass- 
port and  citizen  papers  they  are  called  upon  to  account  for  having  failed 
to  report  themselves  for  military  sejrvice  when  it  was  due,  and  subjected 
in  consequence  to  many  inconveniences,  sometimes  to  harsh  treatment 
They  immediately  apply  to  the  legation  for  protection,  and  when  in- 
formed that  its  action  in  such  cases  i&  very  limited  and  mostly  depend- 
ent upon  the  good  will  of  the  French  authorities,  they  bitterly  complain 
of  being  unsupported  when  they  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  their 
acquired  citizenship  would  shield  them  against  inquisitions  of  this  na- 
ture, and  come  very  near  charging  our  Government  with  culpable  neg- 
ligence of  one  of  its  most  sacred  duties — the  protection  of  its  adopt^ 
citizens  traveling  or  residing  abroad. 

These  complaints,  although  very  natural  under  the  circumstances,  arise 
from  a  misunderstanding  of  the  rights  naturalized  citizens  can  legiti- 
mately claim  from  their  adopted  Government  and  of  the  duties  that 
Government  assumes  towards  them.  With  a  view  of  making  this  sub- 
ject clear,  1  will  endeavor  to  state  here  the  grounds  of  the  action  of  the 
French  Government  in  the  cases 'Under  consideration. 

Natural  citizenship  in  France  is  not  incidental  to  the  place  of  birth  but 
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to  parentage;  it  is  a  privilege  obtained  by  inheritance  and  transmitted 
in  the  same  manner.  A  Frenchman  carries  with  him  his  nationality 
wherever  he  goes,  and  transmits  it  to  his  children  wherever  they  are 
bom.  The  child  of  a  Frenchman  born  abtoad  is  French  5  the  child  of 
a  foreigner  bom  in  France  is  not  French. 

This  principle  involves  certain  logical  consequences.  When  nation- 
ality is  made  to  be  dependent  on  the  soil  it  can  easily  be  transferred ; 
in  selecting  another  home  a  person  places  himself  in  the  same  relation  to- 
wards his  adopted  country  which  he  occupied  towards  the  country  of 
his  birth.  Expatriation  in  that  case  leads  to  a  transfer  of  allegiance. 
Bat  when  national  character  is  given  by  the  blood  expatriation  does 
not  work  of  necessity  a  change  of  allegiance,  because  the  original  con- 
ditions remain  what  they  were.  In  this  case  one  carries  with  him  that 
which  gives  him  his  national  character ;  in  the  former  case  he  leaves  it 
behind.  •' 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  if  the  countries  holding,  like  France, 
that  natural  citizenship  is  a  privilege  inherent  to  the  blood,  are  more  or 
less  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  that  a  person  cannot  reject  his 
national  character  of  his  own  motion,  that  is  to  say,  without  the  consent 
of  his  Grovemment.  Such  has  been  the  doctrine  in  France  for  many 
years,  and,  although  now  it  has  lost  much  of  its  rigidity  in  its  practical 
bearing,  it  is  still  maintained  in  principle  and  enforced  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. 

No  law  recognizes  in  a  Frenchman  the  right  of  expatriating  himself 
and  of  throwing  off  his  allegiance.  He  can  do  so  lawfully  only  if  he 
obtains  the  consent  of  his  Government.  He  may  lose  his  national  char- 
acter, however,  by  doing  a  number  of  things  which  are  described  in  the 
Code.  Seeking  or  accepting  foreign  citizenship  is  one  of  these  things. 
A  natural-bom  Frenchman  who  transfers  his  allegiance  to  another 
country  commits  an  act  by  which  he  forfeits  his  claim  to  French  citi- 
zenship and  for  which  he  is  made  to  suffer  more  or  less.  Unlike  any 
other  foreign  citizen,  for  instance,  he  cannot  take  up  his  residence  in 
France  without  the  authorization  of  the  French  Government.  Again, 
unlike  any  other  foreign  citizen,  he  cannot  bear  arms  against  France 
without  incurring  the  penalty  of  death. 

A  Frenchman  naturalized  abroad,  whether  with  the  .consent  of  his 
Government  or  without  such  consent,  ceases  therefore  to  be  French. 
Of  this  there-  can  be  no  question.  But  the  consequences  of  the  act 
might  be  quite  different  for  him  in  the  two  cases.  If  he  has  secured 
permission  to  change  his  allegiance,  nothing  is  claimed  of  him  when  he 
returns  to  France ;  if  he  has  not,  three  things  may  happen  to  him : 

(1)  The  validity  of  the  naturalization  may  be  contested  in  its  bearing 
upon  French  law  and  it«  operation  in  France.  For  instance,  the  change 
of  nationality  must  have  taken  place  by  the  free  action  of  the  party 
who  claims  to  have  made  the  change.  If  obtained  through  annexation 
or  conquest  of  a  territory  it  may  be  declared  void.  The  same  if  con- 
ferred to  a  minor  or  to  a  married  woman  not  authorized  by  her  hus- 
band. "  If  the  acquisition  of  another  national  character,"  says  the 
court  of  Lyons  (judgment  of  October  19,  1855),  "  is  governed  by  the 
laws  of  the  country  where  it  is  obtained,  the  loss  of  the  original  char- 
acter depends  only  on  the  country  to  which  the  naturalized  party 
belongs." 

(2)  The  naturalization,  although  admitted  to  be  valid  in  France,  may 
be  declared  to  have  no  effect  as  to  certain  particular  things;  this  hap- 
pens when  the  change  of  nationality  is  sought  and  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evading  the  operation  of  a  law.    In  such  cases  the  naturalization 
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will  not  hold  against  that  particular  law.  "  Naturalization  sought  ex- 
clusively for  the  purpose  of  violating  a  French  law^'^  says  the  court  of 
the  Seine,  1877,  "  cannot  hold  against  the  interests  of  public  and  private 
order,  which  this  very  law  is  made  to  protect."  But  it  does  hold  in  all 
other  circumstances.  For  instance,  a  Frenchman,  having  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  extraordinary  laxity  of  the  Swiss  naturalization  laws,  to  be- 
come a  Swiss  citizen,  without  even  leaving  France,  for  the  evident  pur- 
pose of  divorcing,  the  court  decided  that  his  naturalization  would  not 
be  recognized  to  the  extent  of  giving  validity  to  his  divorce,  though  it 
would  hqld  good  for  all  other  purposes. 

(3)  The  naturalization  may  be  admitted  to  be  fully  valid  in  France, 
but  only  from  the  moment  it  was  legally^  obtained  and  with  no  retroact- 
ive effect.  Thus,  a  Frenchman  who  becomes  naturalized  abroad  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  foreigner,  but  is  held  to  account  for  having  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  military  laws  of  France,  because  this  offense  necessarily 
preceded  the  change  of  nationality,  which,  according  to  the  French  the- 
ory, is  not  to  be  recognized  if  made  before  coming  of  age. 

Having  thus  briefly  explained  the  principles  and  theory  of  the  French 
legislation  and  policy  in  relation  to  the  change  of  allegiance  of  French 
citizens,  I  will  now  state  what  is  the  practice  in  such  cases. 

The  son  of  every  Frenchman  is  registered  at  the  place  of  his  birth,  if 
born  in  France,  or  at  the  place  of  his  family's  residence  if  bom  abroad, 
»s  liable  to  military  service.  This  registration  forms  in  each  commune 
a  recruiting  list,  which  is  drawn  up  every  year  by  the  mayor,  who  after- 
wards sends  it  to  the  prefecture  of  the  department,  where  it  is  com- 
bined with  all  the  other  lists  in  a  general  one,  comprising  all  men  be- 
longing to  the  department  born  twenty  years  before.  When  the  time 
comes  each  pe'rson  registered  on  that  list  is  notified  to  present  himself 
at  a  designated  place.  If  residing  abroad,  this  notice  is  served  upon 
him  through  his  consul  or  through  his  parents  and  relatives  residing  in 
France.  If  he  fails  to  report  himself  when  called  upon,  he  is  charged 
with  being  an  insoumk^  a  peculiar  offense  known  in  French  law  as  the 
offense  of  "insubmission"  {dSlit  cPinsoumission)^  and  his  name  and  de- 
scription are  given  to  the  police  authorities  with  the  order  to  arrest  him 
when  found.    * 

A  Frenchman  naturalized  abroad  is  sure  to  be  arrested  when  he 
comes  to  France,  if  his  name  is  recorded  on  the  recruiting  list  of  his 
commune  or  department,  and  it  is  sure  to  be  thus  recorded  if  he  has  not 
performed  his  military  service  or  if  he  has  not  been  regularly  exempted 
from  that  service  for  some  particular  cause.  If  he  opposes  no  resist- 
ance, he  is  generally  dealt  with  gently,  otherwise  he  is  handcuffed  and 
roughly  treated.  The  police  deliver  him  to  the  military  authorities  of 
the  department,  where  he  is  charged  with  being  an  ^^  insoumis^  and 
where  a  court-martial  proceeds  to  try  him  upon  that  charge.  He  pleads 
that  he  has  renounced  his  original  nationality,  that  he  is  now  a  for- 
eigner— generally  an  American  or  Swiss  citizen — and  that  as  such  he  is 
not  liable  to  military  service  in  France.  To  this  plea  the  court-martial 
usually  replies  that  it  is  not  competent  to  pass  upon  questions  of  nation- 
ality, that  such  questions  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  courts, 
to  which  the  defendant  must  appeal,  and  it  suspends  its  action  until  it 
is  informed  of  the  result  of  such  appeal.  While  this  appeal  is  pending, 
the  defendant,  as  a  rule,  is  left  temporarily  at  liberty.  If  he  is  im- 
prisoned, and  the  fact  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  legation,  a  request 
addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  or  to  the  minister  of  war, 
or  to  the  general  commanding  the  department,  should  the  case  be  ur- 
gent, generally  secures  release  on  parole. 
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The  case  is  brought  before  the  civil  court  by  summoning  the  prefest 
of  the  department,  who  is  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  recruit- 
ing list,  to  erase  from  that  list  the  name  of  the  defendant.  The  docu- 
mentary evidence  necessary  to  establish  a  case  are  an  American  pass- 
port and  a  certificate  of  naturalization,  accom])anied  by  a  French  cer- 
tificate from  this  legation  describing  the  contents  of  the  naturalization 
papers  and  vouching  for  their  authenticity.  If  the  defendant  happens 
to  be  born  in  the  United  Stiites  he  mustaiso  produce  a  certificate  of  his 
birth,  written  in  French  or  translated  by  a  sworn  translator,  and  duly 
legalized  either  by  a  French  consul  in  the  United  States  or  by  this  le- 
gation. 

If  his  father  has  acquired  American  citizenship,  it  is  well  that  he 
should  protluce,  besides,  a  certificate  of  his  father's  uatuvalization. 

Ui>on  the  production  of  such  evidence  tl/e  French  courts  of  justice 
render  a  judgment  declaring  that  the  defendant  having  ceased  to  be  a 
French  citizen  cannot  be  held  to  perform  military  service  in  the  French 
army,  which,  by  the  law,  is  entirely  composed  of  Frenchmen.  The  de- 
fendant then  goes  back  to  the  council  of  war,  where  his  name  is  defi- 
nitively erased  from  the  French  military  rolls.  The  court  nevertheless 
tries  him  for  the  offense  of  insuhmission  committed  before  he  could 
have  legally  thrown  off  his  original  allegiance.  If  three  years  have, 
elapsed  since  the  day  he  was  fully  naturalized  he  benefits  by  the  statute 
of  limitation  and  is  discharged.  If  he  has  not  been  naturalized  for  such 
period  he  falls  under  the  action  of  the  law  punishing  insubmission,and 
is  sentenced  to  a  fine  or  to  a  few  weeks'  or  months'  imprisonment,  per- 
haps to  both,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

If  the  defendant  has  resided  abroad  only  a  few  years;  if  he  took  out 
his  naturalization  papers  only  a  short  time  before  returning  to  his  native 
place;  if,  in  short,  he  seems  to  have  left  France  and  to  have  renonnced 
his  original  nationality  for  no  other  purpose  than  avoiding  military 
service,  the  sentence  is  as  severe  as  it  can  be.  If  on  the  contrary  the 
defendant  has  been  residing  a  long  time  abroad;  if  there  are  reasons  to 
warrant  the  belief  that  he  truly  expatriated  himself  and  became  in  good 
feith  and  with  good  intent  a  citizen  of  another  country,  the  sentence  is 
as  light  as  possible;  sometimes  there  is  none  at  all,  and  the  defendant 
is  discharged  with«ut  fine  or  punishment. 

Whether  punished  or  not,  the  defendant,  when  he  is  released  by  the 
military  authorities,  is  not  at  the  end  of  his  troubles.  He  is  now  turned 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  who  in  dealing  with  him  are  guided  by  the 
same  rules  which  goverrfed  the  military  councils.  If  he  is  supposed 
to  be  a  bona  fide  foreign  citizen,  he  is  not  interfered  with;  if  he  is  sus- 
pected of  having  acquired  his  foreign  citizenship  to  escape  military 
service,  he  is  at  once  expelled  from  France. 

I  must  say  that  nine  times  out  of  ten  an  order  of  expulsion  awaits 
the  Frenchman  naturalized  abroad  who  ventures  to  come  to  France  be- 
fore having  performed  his  military  service.  The  interposition  of  the 
leifation  in  such  cases  is  useless.  The  French  Government  is  very  sen- 
sitive on  this  point,  and  will  listen  to  no  request  tending  to  allow  one 
who  has  averted  military  service  by  placing  himself  under  a  foreign 
flag  to  remain  unmolested,  and  apparently  in  defiance  of  the  French 
military  laws,  in  the  midst  of  those  who  are  rigorously  held  to  obey 
them.  We  have  occasionally  obtained  a  short  extension  of  the  time 
allowed  for  leaving  France.  We  have  never  secured  the  revocation  of 
an  order  of  expulsion  issued  under  such  circumstances.  As  an  example 
I  can  cite  the  case  of  Lacazette. 

Lacazette  was  an  American  citizen  of  French  origin,  who,  after  hav- 
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ing  obtained  the  erasure  of  his  wame  from  the  French  recruiting  list, 
was  prdered  to  leave  France  before  a  fixed  date.  Lacazette  being  in 
bad  health,  Mr.  Morton,  at  his  request,  asked  that  he  be  allowed  to 
delay  his  departure  for  five  months ;  the  French  Government  replied 
that  the  request  could  not  be  granted  because  there  were  objections  to 
the  i>resence  of  Lacazette  in  his  country  of  origin.     (See  inclosure  1.) 

With  the  hope  of  relieving  some  of  our  American  citizens  of  French 
origin  of  the  trouble,  expense,  and  mortification  of  having  to  appear 
before  military  councils  and  civil  courts  to  establish  their  rights,  we 
attempted  in  several  cases  to  notify  the  French  Government  that  per- 
sons born  in  the  United  States,  or  who  had  been  naturalized  there, 
were  American  citizens,  and  asked  that  their  names  be  erased  from  the 
French  military  rolls ;  but  the  French  Government  declines  to  accept  such 
notification,  and  replies  invariably  that  those  who  are  claimed  by  France 
as  natural-born  citizens  c^n  be  dispensed  with  the  military  obligations 
imi)osed  ixjHyn  them  only  by  procuring  from  the  French  Government  the 
authorization  to  change  their  nationality,  or  by  obtaining  from  a  French 
court  of  justice  a  judgment  declaring  that  they  have  lost  their  French 
character. 

Two  recent  cases,  those  of  Aubry  and  of  Jacob,  are  good  illustra- 
tions of  the  attitude  taken  by  the  French  Government  when  applica- 
tions of  the  kind  above  referred  to  are  made  to  it.  Aubry  was  a  young 
Frenchman  naturalized  iu  Kew  York  in  1882.  Mr.  Morton  sent  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  duplicate  of  his  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion, with  the  request  that  it  be  communicated  to  the  military  authori- 
ties in  order  that  he  might  not  be  troubled  by  them.  M.  Ghallemel 
Lacour  returned  the  certificate,  with  the  simple  statement  that  Aubry 
not  having  applied  for  the  authorization  to  change  his  allegiance,  the 
minister  of  war  cannot  erase  his  name  from  the  French  military  rolls. 
(See  inclosure  2.) 

The  case  of  Jacob,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  on  record  in  this 
legation,  is  still  more  striking. 

Jacob  was  a  natural-born  American  citizen,  but  his  father  was  French 
at  the  time  of  his  birth.  Having  come  to  France  he  was  incorporated 
in  the  army.  The  legation  remonstrated  and  asked  that  he  be  dis- 
charged. Th^  French  Government  replied  that  it  had  no  authority  for 
so  doing  J  that  in  France  all  questions  of  nationality  were  to  be  settl^ 
by  the  courts,  and  that  Jacob  had  no  other  resource  but  to  appeal  to 
their  decision.  He  did  not  do  so,  and  after  serving  out  his  time,  he 
returned  home  and  applied  to  the  Department  to  take  steps  to  have 
his  name  definitively  struck  off  the  French  military  rolls.  The  French 
Government  declined  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  Jacob  being  the  son 
of  a  Frenchman  was  also  French,  although  born  in  the  Unit^  States, 
and  could  therefore  be  released  from  his  military  obligations  towards 
France  only  if  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  justice  declares  that  he  has 
lost  his  French  character,  or  by  his  acquiring  American  citizenship 
after  having  obtained  from  France  the  permission  for  so  doing,  a  per- 
mission which  the  minister  of  war  is  willing  to  give.  (See  note  of  M. 
Waddington  to  General  Noyes,  inclosure  to  dispatch  of  Mr.  Morton 
No.  494,  and  note  of  Mr.  Ferry  to  Mr.  Korton,  dispatch  No.  555.) 

In  fact  the  legation  is  powerless  during  the  whole  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings instituted  against  a  naturalizeld  American  citizen  of  French 
origin  who  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  military  laws  of  France.  We 
cannot  prevent  him  from  being  arrested  upon  his  arrival  in  France ; 
we  cannot  prevent  his  trial  for  insubmission ;  we  cannot  prevent  his 
being  fined  and  imprisoned;  and  finally,  we  cannot  prevent  his  expulsion. 
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Almost  the  only  thing  that  we  can  do  is  to  see  that  under  no  considera- 
tion whatever  an  American  citizen  be  compelled  to  perform  military 
service  ia  the  French  army,  bat  this  is  a  thing  seldom  attempted  be- 
cause it  is  contrary  to  French  law. 

Is  there  any  remedy  for  this  state  of  things?  I  fear  not,  because  I 
do  not  believe  the  French  Government  will  consent  to  make  an  agree- 
ment, orto  come  to  a  distinct  understanding  upon  this  subject,  the  terms 
of  which  would  precisely  inform  French  citizens  desirous  of  evading 
the  military  laws  of  France  as  to  what  they  had  to  do  to  attain  their 
object.  The  present  uncertainty  of  things  creates  fears  and  entertains 
apprehensions  which  deter  many  from  resorting  to  a  change  of  allegiance 
to  avoid  military  service.  Something,  however,  ought  to  be  attempted 
to  protect  American  citizens  of  French  origin  against  the  vexations  to 
which  they  are  exposed  when  they  return  to  France.  The  position  as- 
sumed by  the  French  Government,  that  in  France  it  belongs  only  to  the 
courts  of  justice  to  pass  upon  questions  of  personal  status  and  conse- 
quently of  nationality,  is  undoubtedly  sound  in  principle;  but  it  does 
not  seeqi  that  it  can  be  maintained  when  the  question  to  decide  is 
whether  military  service  is  due  or  not. 

Courts  of  justice  are  instituted  to  settle  contested  or  doubtful  ques- 
tions. When  the  United  States  Government  declares  that  a  man  is  an 
American  citizen,  the  matter  is  settled ;  in  claiming  him  we  furnish  to 
the  French  Government  the  best  of  all  evidence  of  his  foreign  citizen- 
ship. In  a  case  established  in  such  a  manner  there  remains  nothing 
doubtful:  nothing  which  can  be  contested;  nothing  for  a  court  to  decide 
upon.  It  the  French  Government  contended  that  naturalizations  of  this 
cLass,  although  valid  abroad,  might  not  be  recognized  in  France,  the  case 
would  be  diflferent,  for  there  would  be  an  object  in  subjecting  these 
naturalizations  to  the  courts ;  but  no  such  right  is  claimed,  nor  can  be 
claimed,  because  the  Frenchman  who  states  that  he  has  become  the 
citizen  of  another  country,  and  who  is  recognized  as  such  by  that  coun- 
try, is,  in  the  very  eye  of  the  French  law,  a  foreigner.  The  formality  of 
compelling  those  who  claim  exemption  from  military  service  to  estab- 
lish their  foreign  citizenship  before  a  court  of  justice  is,  therefore,  a 
useless  and  empty  one. 

The  French  Government  needs  not  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  justice 
to  exempt  from  military  service  the  Frenchman  who  has  thrown  off  his 
original  allegiance.  The  law  says  that  the  Frenchman  who  has  been 
guilty  of  this  act  is  no  more  fit  to  perform  military  service.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  it  is  executed,  and 
when  it  chooses  it  does.  The  mayors  of  the  communes  where  the  local 
recruiting  lists  are  prepared ;  the  prefect  of  the  department  where  these 
lists  are  combined  in  one ;  the  general  in  command  to  whom  this  final 
Hstis  sent,  and  the  minister  of  war,  have  each  the  authority  and  power 
to  erase  the  name  of  those  who  are  disqualified  from  military  service. 
Without  going  further  than  this  legation,  I  find  evidence  of  the  use  of 
that  power.  In  1883  a  natural-born  Frenchman,  Mr.  John  B.  Foichat, 
who  had  acquired  American  citizenship,  came  to  France,  where  he  was 
arrested  and  confined  in  prison  for  a  few  days.  Upon  receiving  evidence 
of  his  American  citizenship  the  general  commanding  the  department 
ordered  his  discharge,  and  he  was  liberated  without  having  to  appear 
before  any  court  of  justice.    (See  Mr.  Morton's  dispatch  No.  651.) 

Were  we  to  ask  the  French  Government  to  dispense  with  this  trouble- 
some, expensive,  and  useless  formality  of  appealing  to  courts  of  justice 
to  establish  the  citizenship  of  Americans  of  French  origin,  which  is 
aheady  established  as  well  as  it  can  be,  by  their  papers,  we  would  not 
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1)6  asking  anything  contrary  to  the  existing  laws,  or  anything  that  the 
French  Government  has  not  heretofore  occasionally  granted.  This  is 
so  true  that  in  1866  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  himself  suggested  to  Mr. 
Bigelow  that  a  Frenchman,  naturalized  in  the  United  States  and  liable 
to  military  service  in  France,  should  report  himself  at  once  to  the  mayor 
of  the  place  where  he  is  registered  on  the  recruiting  list  and  ask,  after 
producing  evidence  of  his  naturalization,  to  have  his  name  stricken 
therefrom.    (Foreign  Relations,  1866, 1,  301.) 

As  the  French  Gk)vernment  cannot  apply  the  law  punishing  "insab- 
mission  or  disobedience"  to  those  who  have  been  naturalized  for  more 
than  three  years,  because  they  are  protected  by  the  statute  of  limitation, 
and  as  it  will  certainly  not  renounce  the  application  of  that  law  when- 
ever possible,  we  might  ask  that  only  those  wbo  are  plainly  covered  by 
the  statute  ot  limitation  be  freed  from  seeking  by  any  judicial  process 
exemption  from  military  service. 

To  effect  this  object  a  certificate  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  issued 
by  the  British  Government  to  their  subjects  born  in  France  (see  inclos- 
ure  3)  could  be  delivered,  either  by  the  Department  or  by  this  legation, 
to  Americans  of  French  origin  applying  for  it,  who  have  been  nataral- 
ized  for  at  least  three  years.  The  certificate  would  state  that  fact,  and 
the  mayors  and  prefects  would  be  instructed,  as  they  are  now  with  refer- 
ence to  British  subjects  born  in  France,  not  to  inscribe  on  the  recruit- 
ing lists,  or  if  already  registered,  to  erase  from  such  lists  the  names  of 
those  pix)ducing  such  certificate. 

I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  French  Government  will  assent 
to  such  an  arrangement;  I  even  fear  it  will  not;  but  as  it  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  one,  and  as  it  would  relieve  many  of  our  adopted  citizens 
from  unnecessary  trouble,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  proposed,  and  if  the 
Department  authorizes  the  legation  to  make  an  effort  in  that  dii-ection 
I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Morton  will  cheerfully  do  so. 

In  the  mean  time  I  venture  to  suggest  that  naturalized  Americans  of 
French  origin  who  have  not  complied  with  the  military  laws  of  France, 
should  in  some  manner  be  warned  of  the  difl&culties  and  vexations  which 
await  them  in  their  mother  country,  if  they  happen  to  return  there,  and 
informed  of  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  avoid  or  lessen  these  difiiculties. 

Trusting  that  this  dispatch  may  be  useful  in  this  respect,  and  apolo- 
gizing for  its  unusual  length, 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  VIGNAUD. 


[ludosure  1  in  No.  665.] 

J/.  De  Freycinet  to  Mr.  Morton, 

Paris,  June  5, 1882. 
Sir  :  On  the  lOtb  of  April  last  I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  a  letter  from  yon  upon  the 
subject  of  Eugene  Lacazette,  a  uaturalized  American  citizen,  who,  as  such  alter  ob- 
taining the  erasure  of  bis  name  from  the  recuiting  list  was  notified  to  leave  France 
before  the  17th  of  July.  This  young  man  expressed  a  desire  to  be  allowed,  on  account 
of  his  health,  to  delay  his  departure  for  five  months. 

I  promptly  communicated  this  request  to  the  minister  of  the  interior.  After  a 
careful  inquiry,  Mr.  Ren<^  Goblet  informed  me  that  because  of  the  circumstances  which 
accompanied  the  liberation  of  M.  Lacazette,  and  the  inconvenience  that  his  presence  in 
his  country  of  origin  oifered,  it  did  not  appear  possible  to  authorize  him  to  remain 
upon  our  territory  for  a  longer  term  than  the  one  assigned  to  him. 

I  can  only  express  to  you  so  far  I  myself  am  concerned,  my  regrets  at  not  being  able 
to  defer  to  the  recommendations  which  you  have  sent  with  the  petition  of  the  party 
interested. 

Accept,  &c., 

DE  FREYCINET. 
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[Inolotnre  2  in  No.  686.] 
Mr,  Billot  to  Mr.  Morion. 

Pabis,  June  7,  1884. 

Sib  :  On  the  let  of  October  last  yon  forwarded  to  Mr.  Challesnel  Laconr,  for  com- 
mnnieation  to  the  French  military  anthorities,  the  dnplicate  of  the  inclosed  act  of  the 
aapceme  court  of  New  York  dated  I7th  July,  1882,  accordiuj^  American  naturaliza- 
tion to  M.  Jnlien  Aubry,  born  on  the  3d  of  Febrnaiy,  1H56,  at  Cirey  (Meurthe-et- 
Moselle),  a  young  soldier  of  the  class  of  1876. 

The  minister  of  war,  to  whom  my  predecessor  did  not  omit  to  forward  this  docn- 
mdnt,  informs  me  that  according  to  information  obtained  from  the  keeper  of  the  seals 
this  M.  Aubry  has  not  transmitted  to  the  minister  of  justice  any  application  to  be 
authorized  to  acquire  foreign  nationality. 

Under  these  circumstances  his  erasure  from  the  lists  of  our  army  cannot  be  pro- 
nounced. However,  this  soldier  having  terminated  his  period  of  activity,  in  the 
event  of  his  now  making  a  similar  application  to  the  minister  of  justice  in  order  to 
regulate  his  position,  the  minister  of  war  would  be  disposed  to  support  the  same  in  a 
favorable  manner. 

I  hasten  to  inform  you  accordingly. 

Receive,  &c.,  BILLOT. 


*  finolosare  8  in  No.  665.] 

Certificate  istued  to  British  suhjecte  horn  in  France  of  a  father  also  horn  th^e. 

I  hereby  oertifv  that  A.  B.  has  satisfied  me,  first,  that  his  nationality  by  origin  is 
that  of  a  natural-bom  Britis|i  subject  by  virtue  of  0.  D.  his  paternal  grandiather 
having  been  a  natural-born  British  subject ;  second,  that  the  said  A.  B.  still  preserves 
BQch  nationality. 

Signed  by  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state. 

Signature  legalized  by  the  French  diplomatic  or  consular  representatives. 


COEBESPONDENOE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  FRANCE  AT 

WASHINGTON. 

No.  113. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Denaut. 

DBPAETltfENT  OP  STATE, 

Washington,  December  27, 1883. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  ap^ain  to  refer  to  the  claims  pending  before 
the  French  and  American  Claims  Commission  in  regard  to  which  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  between  Mr.  Outrey,  Mr.  Roustan,  and  this 
Department,  and  which  I  hold  to  fall  within  the  principle  agreed  to  by 
the  two  Governments  in  the  case  of  Isaac  Taylor  against  the  Republic 
of  France,  pursuant  to  which  the  cases  of  Taylor  and  others  were  with- 
drawn from  the  Commission  by  this  Government,  and  various  cases 
against  the  United  States  were  afterwards  withdrawn  by  the  agent  of 
France. 

The  case  of  G.  A.  Le  More  and  Company  vs.  The  United  States,  No. 
211  on  the  docket  of  the  Commission,  is  founded  upon  the  following 
facts: 

The  claimants  allege  that  they  owned  a  large  number  of  bales  of  cot- 
ton, situated  in  Louisiana,  which  were  seized  by  the  fleet  under  Admiral 
Porter  and  taken  to  Cairo.  Thereafter  judicial  proceedings  were  begun 
in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  case  was  carried  on 
appeal  to  its  ultimate  resort  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  States^ 
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the  decision  in  each  instance  being  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the 
Messrs.  Le  More. 

While  the  proceeding  was  in  the  nature  of  an  action  in  rem^  it  is  a 
well-known  fact,  and  appears  in  the  records  of  this  Department  and  of 
the  court,  that  the  claimants  were  represented  by  counsel  at  every  stage. 

While  the  case  was  still  pending  the  representatives  of  the  French 
Government  in  Washington,  and  the  Messrs.  Le  More  directly,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  consideration  of  their  claim  by  this  Department. 
This  request  was  uniformly  declined,  and  it  was  held  that  the  claim- 
ants should  first  exhaust  their  legal  remedies  before  appealing  to  dip- 
lomatic action.  After  the  case  had  been  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
a  motion  for  a  rehearing  was  made  by  the  claimants'  counsel  on  the 
ground  of  an  alleged  error  in  the  record  prejudicial  to  the  claimants' 
rights,  which  motion  was  refused;  and  a  subsequent  request  having 
been  made  to  this  Department  to  reconsider  the  case  diplomatically  on 
the  ground  of  a  failure  of  justice  to  the  piirties,  an  adverse  decision  was 
rendered  as  nothing  was  found  in  the  proceedings  authorizing  a  re- 
course to  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

This  claim,  therefore,  does  not  differ  in  piinciple  from  that  of  Taylor, 
and,  in  fact,  it  appears  even  more  clearly  to  have  been  finally  disposed 
of  judicially  by  competent  authority. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  founded  upon  the  seizure  by  a  French 
cruiser  of  petroleum  owned  by  him  laden  upon  a  German  vessel  Called 
the  Magdalena,  and  Mr.  On  trey  in  his  note  of  November  18, 1881,  says : 

This  case  haviD^  been  decided  in  France  by  the  prize  court,  and  afterwards  on  ap- 
peal by  the  oonucil  of  state,  the  agent  of  the  French  Government  before  the  Commis- 
sion  hns  invoked  the  stipulations  of  Article  II  of  the  convention  of  Januarv  ir>,  16b0, 
requesting  the  agent  of  the  United  States  Government  to  withdraw  it  before  action 
in  the  case  is  taken  by  the  Commission. 

And  further : 

In  investing  the  Commission  with  absolute  powers,  and  in  according  to  iU  decisions 
a  character  of  finality  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  the  two  Governments  intended 
that  those  powers  should  be  exercised  only  within  the  rigorous  limits  fixed  by  them, 
and  they  have  never  dreamed  of  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  enlarge  their  sphere 
of  action  by  leaving  the  interpretation  of  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  to  them. 

Now,  during  the  negotiation  of  the  convention  of  1880,  it  was  well  understood  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  would  consent  to  any  revision  of  decisions  pro- 
nounced within  its  territory  by  competent  authorities  in  any  form  whatever.  In  or- 
der to  meet  such  a  ca«e  Article  II  formally  and  explicitly  provides  that  the  Commis- 
sion shall  not  decide  any  claim  that  either  Government  has  already  caused  to  be  settled 
either  diplomatically ,j/(4tciaZZy,  or  otherwise  by  competent  authoriiiea.  According  to  our 
view  the  case  of  the  Magdalena  has  been  judicially  settled,  since  it  has  been  passed 
upon  by  two  bodies  invested  with  judicial  powers.  I  am  aware  that  different  doc- 
trines have  been  laid  down  with  regard  to  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  the  decisions 
of  prize  courts ;  it  does  not  seem  to  me,  however,  that  this  is  a  proper  time  for  the 
discussion  of  those  doctrines,  for  even  admitting,  for  the  moment,  that  the  case  of  the 
Magdalena  is  not  to  be  considered  as  having  been  judicially  decided,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  it  comes  under  the  head  of  those  which  have  been  otherwise  decided  by 
competent  authorities. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1881,  Mr.  Blaine  wrote  to  Mr.  Outrey, 
stating — 

That  after  such  consideration  as  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  question,  I  have 
reached  the  conclusion  that  that  claim,  because  of  the  antecedent  proceedings  by  the 
competent  authorities  of  France,  of  which  it  has  been  the  subject,  is  not  properly 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  mixed  commission  established  under  the  provisions  of 
the  convention  of  the  1.5th  of  January,  1880,  between  the  two  Republics. 

And  he  further  stated  that  the  agent  and  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  would  be  instructed  to  withdraw  the  claim  of  Taylor,  and 
that  in  taking  this  view  of  the  question  he  (Mr.  Blaine)  was — 
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iDflnenced  in  no  small  measure  by  the  earnest  desire  felt  by  this  Government  to  ^ve 
full  effect  to  the  spirit  no  less  than  to  the  letter  of  the  second  article  of  the  convention, 
and  by  thns  withholding  from  the  oocnizance  of  that  international  tribunal  any 
claim  which  may  have  already  been  made  the  subject  of  inquiry  and  d^ermination 
by  the  competent  authorities  of  France,  avoid  any  occasion  for  making  the  com- 
petency of  such  proceedings  the  subject  of  question  or  review.  That  the  French 
Government,  animated  by  a  like  disposition,  will  pursue  a  similar  course  with  regard 
to  any  claim  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commission,  on  behalf  of  citizens 
of  France  against  the  U/iited  States,  which  shall  be  found  to  have  already  been  in- 
quired into,  and  decided  either  diplomatically,  judicially,  or  otherwise  by  the  com- 
petent authorities  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  doubt.    ,     , ,« 

On  the  2l8t  December,  1881,  Mr.  Outrey  wrote  nie  as  follows: 

I  need  not  add  that  on  our  part  we  shall  strictly  observe,  the  case  arising,  the  legal 
interpretation  given  by  mutual  consent  to  Article  II  of  the  convention  of  January 
15, 1880. 

Parsuant  to  the  agreement  thus  arrived  at,  several  cases  have  been 
withdrawn.  But  while  the  case  of  Le  More  and  Co.  was  some  time 
since  brought  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ronstan,  and  while  I  understood 
that  our  views  harmonized,  and  while  Several  conventions  have  taken 
place  with  regard  to  it,  it  appears  to  be  still  pending  before  the  Com- 
mission, and  I  am  now  informed  that  that  body  purposes  to  force  it  to 
trial,  notwithstanding  the  negotiations  which  have  taken  place  and  the 
farther  negotiations  which  are  now  pending.  The  case  is  clearly  one 
which  has  been  disposed  of  by  a  competent  tribunal.  It  has  been  de- 
cided in  regular  gradation  by  the  inferior  courts  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  its  highest  court  of  final  resort.  This  is  not  denied,  and  while 
it  has  been  contended  in  conversation  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  not 
jurisdiction  of  the  case,  a  conclusive  answer  to  this  assertion  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  very  point  was  made  before  the  court,  and  the  court 
in  terms  and  expressly  decided  that  it  had  jurisdiction  over  the  case. 
This  decision  cannot  but  be  regarded  ad  final ;  and  as,  to  quote  Mr. 
Outrey 's  words,  "during  the  negotiation  of  the  convention  of  1880  it 
was  well  understood  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  would  con- 
sent to  any  revision  of  decisions  pronounced  within  its  territory  by  com- 
petent authorities,  in  any  form  whatever,''  and  as  the  case  of  Le  More 
has  been  judicially  settled,  since  it  has  been  passed  upon  by  three 
bodies  invested  with  judicial  powers,  I  have  to  request  that  the  agent 
on  behalf  of  the  Republic  of  France  before  the  French-American  Com- 
mission be  instructed  to  withdraw  this  claim  from  the  consideration  of 
that  body. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  114. 
Mr.  Botcsian  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France, 
Washington^  January  2,  1884.     (Received  January  3.) 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State:  As  you  are  aware,  the  President  of  the 
French  Republic,  by  a  decree  bearing  date  of  the  27th  of  November  last, 
and  issued  at  the  suggestion  of  the  minister  of  commerce,  revoked  the 
decree  of  February  18, 1881,  which  prohibited  the  importation  of  salt 
pork  from  the  United  States. 
In  adopting  this  measure  the  Qovernment  of  the  Republic  was  influ- 
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enced  by  varions  considerations,  and  especially  wished  to  famish  evi- 
dence of  its  sincere  desire  to  promote  as  far  as  possible  the  deTelopment 
of  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

However,  in  compliance  with  a  wish  expressed  by  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  in  consequence  of  an  interpellation  which  took  place  during 
the  session  of  December  22,  the  French  Government  has  been  obliged 
to  suspend  for  the  present  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  November  27. 

In  informing  me  of  this  fact,  the  president  of  the  council  adds  that  a 
bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Chamber  which  is  designed  to  regulate 
the  importation  of  salt  pork  fh>m  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  hasten  the  discussion  of  this  bill  as  much  as  possible. 

The  meat  in  question  will,  as  a  temporary  measure,  be  permittCMl  to 
enter  the  ports  of  Havre,  Bordeaux,  and  Marseilles  until  January  20, 
1884,  although  previously  to  being  sold  it  will  be  subjected  to  an  ex- 
amination. 

I  hasten,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  to  bring  the  foregoing  information 
to  your  notice. 

Accept,  &c., 

TH.  EOUSTAIT. 


No.  115. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Rovstan. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  7,  1884. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  which  the  Secretary  of  State  addressed 
to  Mr.  Denaut  on  the  27th  December  last,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  G. 
A.  Le  More  and  Company,  Nq.  211,  before  the  French- American  Claims 
Commission,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  instruct  the  ageot  on 
the  part  of  the  Eepublic  of  France  to  delay  action  in  the  matter  before 
the  Commission  for  the  present  and  until  the  two  Gk)vemments  shall 
have  finally  disposed  of  the  question  alluded  to  in  that  note. 
Accept,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  116. 
Mr.  RouBton  to  Mr.  Davis. 

[TranshUioD.] 

Legation  of  France, 
Washington^  January  7, 1884.    (Received  January  7.) 
Mt  Dear  Mb.  Davis:  I  ealled  at  the  State  Department  at  one 
o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  some  explanations  with  regard  to 
the  situation  of  the  case  of  M.  Le  More,  referring  to  your  letter  of  to- 
day.   I  thought  that  you  would  have  received  a  copy  of  the  letter  ad- 
dressed by  M.  J.  Ferry  to  Mr.  Morton  on  the  27th  of  December  last, 
but,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Hunter,  you  have  received  only  an  ex- 
tract from  that  letter.    1  therefore  send  you  a  copy  of  its  full  text,  which 
I  have  received  by  telegraph.    I  will  call  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock,  in 
order  to  talk  with  you  of  this  matter,  unless  you  are  otherwise  engaged. 
Truly  yours, 

TH.  ROUSTAX. 
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M.  Ferry  to  Mr,  Morion. 

fTnuislaUon.1 

Copjf  of  a  letter  addreeeed  hy  M,  FerrUy  pretident  of  ike  councilf  minUter  of  foreign  affairs, 
to  Mr.  Morton,  minister  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  Deoemher  27,  1883. 

You  w  ere  pleased  to  commaoicate  to  me,  on  the  22d  Dst.,  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Frelioghuyseu  in  relation  to  the  claim  brongiit  affaiust  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
LeMore,  a  French  citizen,  and  laid  before  the  mixed  commission  sitting  at  Washing- 
ton. The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  desired  that  the  decision 
of  tbis'olaim  shoald  be  postponed,  in  order  that  the  two  Qovemments  might  thus  be 
enabled  to  decide  whether  it  was  not  proper  for  it  to  be  withdrawn,  according  to 
Article  II  of  the  treaty  of  1880. 

With  a  view  to  complying  with  this  desire,  I  at  once  telegraphed  to  our  commis- 
flioner  at  Washington  not  to  oppose  the  desired  postponement.  It  appears,  however, 
from  Mr.  Lcfalyre's  reply,  that,  oy  a  unanimous  decision,  after  a  formal  deliberation, 
the  Commission  ordered,  on  the  19th  of  December,  that  Mr.  Le  Morels  case  should  be 
submitted  to  it  on  the  28th  instant.  This  decision,  in  which  the  American  commis- 
sioner acquiesced,  as  did  also  the  Brazilian  commissioner,  evidently  changes  the  condi- 
tion of  the  question  ;  to  the  doubts  which  existed,  and  which  should  have  inured  to 
the  benefit  of  the  claimant,  it  adds  a  presumption,  and,  as  it  were,  a  kind  df  acquired 
right,  of  the  benefit  of  which  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  deprive  him.  It  does  not 
appear,  moreover,  by  what  right  one  of  the  two  Governments  con  Id  interfere  in  order 
to  cause  the  postponement  of  a  decision  adopted  by  the  commission,  which  alone  has 
power  to  decide  upon  the  order  in  which  its  work  is  to  be  performed.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  has  seemed  proper  to  me  to  allow  the  proceedings  to  take  their  own  course, 
the  Commission  being  theproper  Judge  of  the  question  whether  Mr.  Le  Morels  claim 
should  be  withdrawn  for  a  reason  based  upon  Article  II  of  the  treaty  of  1880,  which  is 
the  law  by  which  it  is  governed.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  of 
the  reasons  which  have  prevented  me  from  complying  with  his  request. 


No.  117. 
Mr.  Boustan  to  Mi\  Frelinghuysen. 

[TransUtion.] 

Legation  of  France, 
Wctshington^  January  11, 1884.    (Received  January  11.) 

Mr.  Secretary  of  State:  After  tbe  receipt  of  the  communications 
which  you  addressed  to  this  legation  on  the  27th  ultimo  and  the  7th  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  Le  More  case,  I  had  a  conversation  on  Tuesday  last 
with  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  I  communicated  a  letter 
written  by  the  president  of  the  council  to  Mr.  Morton,  on  the  27th  ul- 
timo, in  which  the  reasons  were  stated  why  M.  Jules  Ferry  deemed  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  leave  the  question  to  be  decided  by  the  Claims  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  John  Davis  made  several  observations  to  me  on  this  subject,  es- 
pecially with  regard  to  the  scope  which  M.  Ferry  seemed  inclined  to 
give  to  the  decision  of  the  Commission,  bearing  date  of  the  19th  ultimo, 
which  put  the  case  on  the  docket  for  the  28th  of  that  mouth,  and  he 
insiBted  that  the  French  Government  should  consent  to  having  this  case 
postponed  by  the  Commission,  and  that  the  negotiations  should  be  re- 
8Qined  which  took  place  between  us  last  summer,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  which  I  addressed  a  report  to  ray  Government  relative  to  the  Le 
More  claim. 

I  telegraphed  a  report  of  that  conversation  to  Paris,  and  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  reply  which  I  have  received  on 
this  subject. 
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The  president  of  the  council  informs  me  that  the  observations  pre- 
sented by  the  United  States  Grovernment,  which  are  reproduced  in  my 
report  of  last  year,  have  not  dispelled  the  doubts  which  exist  in  the 
mind  of  the  ^French  Government  as  to  whether  Mr.  Le  More's  claim 
should  be  considered  as  having  been  previously  settled. 

The  president  of  the  councO,  thinking  that  the  claimant  ought  to 
have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  does  not  consider  that  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  deprive  M.  Le  More  of  the  last  resort  that  remains  to  him. 
He  thinks  that  under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  subject  between  the  two  Governments,  it  is  proper  to 
leave  it  to  the  mixed  commission  to  decide  the  question  by  examining 
thoroughly,  according  to  Article  II  of  the  treaty  of  1880,  whether  M. 
Le  Mere's  claim  should  be  decided  by  it  (the  mixed  commission). 

I  trust,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  that  this  method  of  settlement,  which 
leaves  the  principle  of  the  matter  intact,  will  secure  the  adhesion  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  &c., 

TH.  ROUSTAN. 


GERMANY. 

No.  118. 

Mr.  Sargent  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  231.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  January  19, 1884.    (Received  February  11.) 

Sir:  The  spectre  of  communisrfi  ever  rises  in  Eurot>e,  however  wise 
and  well  directed  the  measures  to  keep  it  down.  Its  nihilistic  forms 
in  Russia  startle  the  Government  and  community  by  crimes  of  peculiar 
atrocity.  In  Austria  and  France  it  is  manifested  by  workingmen's 
plots  and  agitations;  in  Spain  it  calls  itself  republican  and  honey- 
combs the  army.  There  is  less  manifestation  of  socialism  in  Germany, 
partly  because  the  Government  is  peculiarly  vigilant,  and  partly  be- 
cause the  German  character  is  more  patient  than  that  of  most  other 
peoples.  But  it  must  be  admitted  that  th6  privations  of  the  lower 
classes  in  some  parts  of  the  Empire  are  very  great,  and  their  lot  com- 
paratively hopeless.  It  is  very  hard  for  an  artisan  or  laborer,  unless 
gifted  with  peculiar  genius,  to  rise  above  the  station  assigned  by  his 
birth,  and  the  most  gifted  by  nature  has  to  struggle  against  obstacles 
almost  insurmountable. 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  a  blame  for  this  condition  of  things;  perhaps  any 
blame  would  be  unjust.  The  Empire  is  overpopulated :  the  soil  is  in- 
ferior in  a  large  part;  landed  property  is  held  tightly  under  entail,  etc; 
the  public  service  is  difficult  to  enter  without  aid  vantages  of  birtn  and 
influence,  and  can  only  be  entered  in  youth,  and  after  a  preparation 
only  possible  to  leisure  and  comparatively  easy  circumstances :  the  con- 
dition of  Europe  necessitates  a  large  army,  with  consequent  large  tax- 
ation. All  these  facts  and  others  tend  to  keep  poor  the  poor;  and  the 
wisest  and  most  disinterested  statemanship  may  be  powerless  to  remedy 
them.  In  many  of  these  conditions  Germany  is  not  worse  off  than  some 
of  its  neighbors,  while,  in  the  peace  and  good  order  which  reign  in  it, 
it  has  an  advantage. 
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For  a  long  time  the  imperial  chaucellor  seems  to  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  it  is  possible  to  remedy  some  of  the  evils  of 
poverty  by  legislation,  and  to  remove  discontent  among  the  workers 
of  the  Empire  by  making  them  obvious  participators  in  its  material 
benefits.  The  humanity  of  this  idea  cannot  be  challenged.  Perhaps 
the  future  will  realize  it  in  some  form.  The  readjustment  of  the  rela- 
tions of  labor  and  capital;  the  equalization  of  conditions  in  life;  the 
tendency  of  modern  civilizations  to  accumulate  great  wealth  in  the>hands 
of  the  few;  the  growth  of  monopolies;  the  effects  of  education  upon  the 
masses,  with  the  new  wants  thus  created ;  the  possibility  of  eliminat- 
ing vice  and  improvidence,  and  the  general  effect  upon  the  progress  of 
society  and  upon  individual  exertion  of  measures  that  will  tend  to  more 
equally  distribute  wealth  and  comfort;  all  these  and  kindred  prob- 
lems may  soon  be  forced  upon  the  minds  of  statesmen,  not  merely  by 
the  ancalculating  violence  of  communist  factions,  which  would  erect 
gpiillotines  and  cast  lots  to  part  the  garments  of  the  bourgeois;  but 
also  by  the  great  facts  of  uncomplaining  and  hopeless  misery,  which  are 
made  more  intolerable  by  the  progress  of  enlightenment.  In  the  mediae- 
val age  the  priest  taught  his  ignorant  hearer  that  God  assigned  to  man 
his  lot,  some  to  honor  and  some  to  dishonor,  and  it  was  rebellion  against 
Him  to  murmur.  Different  theories  prevail  now  in  the  average  mind, 
and  misery  is  not  relieved  even  by  the  consciousness  of  obedience  to 
Divine  will. 

Perhaps  the  chancellor  is  in  advance  of  his  time  in  endeavoring  to 
form  a  body  of  laws  that  shall  relieve  poverty  of  some  of  its  evils.    Per- 
haps he  is  wiser  than  those  who  advocate  a  laisser  aller  course.    In  my 
No.  141,  of  April  19, 1883, 1  gave  a  sketch  of  the  chancellor's  project  for 
a  workingman's   accident  insurance  law,  which  subsequently  failed 
in  the  Keichstag.    One  element  of  that  bill  that  led  to  much  opposition 
was  the  provision  for  part  payment  of  indemnities  by  the  state.    It 
was  insisted  that  the  bill  provided  no  adequate  fund  out  of  which  such 
payments  could  be  made.    The  new  bill  of  the  chancellor  has  been  pub- 
lished, occupying  a  dozen  closely  printed  columns  in  the  official  news- 
paper, and  is  a  marvel  of  organization.    Certainly  no  people  other  than 
the  Germans,  who  are  noted  for  organizing  power,  could  put  such  a  law 
into  execution ;  and  I  should  doubt  if  such  wheels  within  wheels  could 
work  under  any  superintendence.    The  bill  contemplates  the  organiza- 
tion of  all  the  labor  givers  in  the  German  Empire  into  insurance  com- 
panies, according  to  the  nature  of  their  several  trades  or  employments, 
with  corporate  rights.    These  organizations  are  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
indemnity  on  the  lives  and  limbs  of  their  workmen ;  in  proportion  to  the 
wages  earned  by  the  latter  and  to  the  danger  tariff.    All  the  companies 
will  be  under  the  supervision  of  an  "imperial  assurance  board,"  com- 
posed of  several  permanent  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Emperor, 
of  four  non-permanent  ones  to  be  appointed  by  the  federal  council,  and 
as  many  of  the  same  kind  to  be  elected  by  the  companies  and  the  work- 
ingmen's  committees.    These  are  the  leading  ideas  of  the  bill,  which  is 
marvelously  constructed  with  its  elaborate  machinery.    It  is  intended  to 
realize  in  part  the  proposition  of  the  venerable  Emperor,  who  recom- 
mended, in  his  memorable  special  message  to  Parliament  of  November 
17, 1881,  that  something  be  done  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
and  thus  to  strike  at  the  roots  of  social  disaffection. 

The  bill  is  now  before  the  federal  council,  and  will  be  laid  before  the 
Beichstag  at  the  March  session.  It  has  more  chance  of  passage  than 
its  predecessor.  Its  degree  of  success  as  a  law,  will  be  a  curious  study. 
The  labor  employers  will  be  least  enthusiastic  over  its  provisions.    Oom- 
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plaint  is  made  of  the  sharpness  of  competition  against  German  fabrics. 
The  effect  of  the  bill  in  increasing  the  cost  of  production  is  to  be  observed^ 
But  the  principal  question  really  is,  if  such  a  partial  measure  will  sat> 
isfy  the  socialists,  who  clamor  against  the  wealthy  classes,  denounce  prop- 
erty as  robbery,  and  ask  not  for  a  pittance  in  case  of  accident  or  death, 
but  the  cutting  off  of  the  capitalists,  great  and  small,  and  for  a  commu- 
nity of  goods.  These  extremist  views  are  fundamental  with  the  social- 
ist agitators  and  adherents,  if  they  may  be  judged  by  their  utterances. 
If  such  really  be  their  idea«,  it  may  be  doubted  if  so  small  a  sop  will  for 
a  moment  divert  the  Cerberus. 
I  have,  &c., 

A.  A.  SARGENT. 


No.  119. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  'Sargent. 

No.  198.]  Department  of  State, 

WdahingtoUy  March  6,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  aletter  to  this 
Department  from  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Hamburger,  of  New  York  City,  in  which 
he  alleges  that  Mr.  Oscar  Stern,  a  naturalized  American  citizen  of  Ger 
man  birth,  was  called  to  Germany  in  June,  1882,  to  assist  in  selling  his 
father's  estate,  and  that  the  German  military  authorities  now  threaten 
to  draft  him  into  the  army,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  possesses 
a  passport  which  was  issued  to  him  by  this  Department  on  the  18th  of 
May,  1882. 

In  view  of  the  statements  contained  in  Mr.  Hambtlrger's  letter,  I 
will  thank  you  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Stern,  and 
to  take  such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper  for  the  i>rotection  of  his 
rights  as  an  American  citizen. 

Mr.  Hamburger  states  that  Mr.  Stern  will  probably  desire  to  remain 
in  Germany  beyond  the  period  of  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of  closing 
up  his  father^s  estate.  Mr.  Hamburger  has  been  informed  that  Mr. 
Stern's  right,  under  Article  IV  of  the  Bancroft  treaty,  to  receive  pro- 
tection, thereafter,  as  an  American  citizen  will  depend  upon  his  [bona 
fide  intention  to  retain  American  citizenship,  and  that  this  is  a  question 
which  can  only  be  settled  by  the  facts  of  each  individual  case  as  it 
arises. 

Should  Mr.  Stern,  therefore,  make  application  for  a  renewal  of  his 
passport  at  the  expiration  of  his  two  years'  residence  in  Germany,  you 
will  then  determine,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  whether  he  is 
entitled  to  have  a  new  passport  issued,  and  to  further  protection  a^  an 
American  citizen. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHDYSEN. 


flnoloBiire  in  No.  108.1 

Mr*  Hamburger  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

291  Broadway,  New  York, 
March  4. 1884.    CReceived  March  5.) 
Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Oscar  Stern  came  to  the  city  of  New  York  some  foartoen  years  ago, 
nndor  the  ase  of  eighteen  years,  and  in  due  coarse  of  time  hecame  a  natnraiized  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.    He  continued  to  live  in  this  j[;ij,^gji^^jt4|j^\e^^me  in  June, 
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1^,  when  be  was  called  to  his  former  home.  Zweibriicken,  Qermanyf  to  assist  in 
windiog  up  the  estate  of  bis  deceased  father.  Yoar  Department  granted  bini  a  pass- 
port OD  the  18th  day  of  May,  1882,  which  is  numbered  2207.  Mr.  Stern  has  ueyer 
ffiven  np  his  residence  in  this  country,  but,  by  reason  of  the  circumstances  above  re- 
ferred to,  has  been  compelled  to  remain  in  Zweibrilcken,  inasmuch  as  the  estate  has 
not  been  fully  wound  up. 

The  German  Government  now  propose  to  draft  him  in  the  regular  army,  claiming 
that  more  than  two  years  having  elapsed  since  the  granting  of  the  passport,  he  not 
having  attained  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  is  subject  to  military  duty  for  one  year, 
to  wit,  until  he  arrives  at  thirtv-oue  years  of  age,  which  will  be  March  18,  1885.  I 
would  respectfully  ask  yoa  if  the  United  States  Government  will  not  protect  Mr. 
Stem  from  such  interference  on  the  part  of  the  German  Government.  Mr.  S.  has 
swom'allegiance  to  the  United  States  -Government,  and  does  not  intend  to  become  a 
resident  of  Germany ;  on  the  contrary,  expects  to  permanently  live  in  this  country  as 
600U  as  be  can  wind  up  his  father's  estate. 

I  would  be  obliged  for  information  on  this  subject,  so  that  I  may  communicate  the 
same  at  an  early  day  to  Mr.  Stem. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  B.  HAMBURGER. 


No.  120. 
Mr.  Sargent  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.  1 

No.  250.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  March  9,  1884.     (Received  March  24.; 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor^to  inclose,  with  translation,  a  copy  of  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  delivered  on  the  6th  instant,  by  Mr.  Von  Bottecher, 
minister  of  the  interior,  neither  the  Emperor  nor  the  chancellor  being 
present.  The  ceremony  of  opening  the  session  of  the  Reichstag  was,  as 
usual,  in  the  White  Hall  of  the  old  castle.    ♦    ♦    • 

The  session  of  the  legislative  body  in  its  own  hall  commenced  almost 
immediately  after.  The  customary  deference  had  been  paid  to  the  sov- 
ereign of  repairing  to  his  ancient  palace  to  listen  to  his  message,  before 
any  legislative  a<;t.    The  present  is  the  last  session  of  this  Reichstag. 

The  message  contains  no  surprises.  After  the  usual  words  of  wel- 
come, it  is  stated  that  the  most  important  task  of  the  session  will  be 
found  in  the  domain  of  social-political  legislation.  To  that  legislation 
I  have  referred  somewhat  at  length  in  my  No.  231,  of  January  18,  and 
find  the  message  follows  the  lines  I  then  predicted.  For  an  official 
statement  of  the  motives  and  hopes  of  the  Imperial  Government  from 
these  unusual  measures,  the  message  deserves  an  attentive  perusal.  If 
I  read  its  ultimate  suggestions  correctly,  these  involve  eventual  absorp- 
tion of  the  whole  business  of  insurance  by  the  Government.  The  entire 
subject  of  this  experimental  legislation  is  so  interesting  that  I  shall 
watch  it  carefully,  and  report  upon  it  from  time  to  time. 

The  message  speaks  of  copyrights,  and  art  and  pattern  and  model 
protecting  treaties,  with  Belgium.    ♦    ♦     •  , 

The  contentment  of  His  Majesty  with  the  relations  between  the  Em- 
pire and  foreign  countries  is  stated,  in  view  of  the  apprehensions  and 
prophecies  to  the  contrary  after  the  "reconstruction  of  the  German  Em- 
pire called  in  question  the  peaceful  character  of  its  policy."  A  similar 
regard  for  peace  is  believed  to  animate  the  neighboring  friendly  powers. 
Particular  reference  is  made  to  the  Russian  and  Austrian  courts,  with 
whom  "  inherited  friendship  "  has  been  strengthened,  and  the  gratify- 
ing reception  of  the  crown  prince  in  Italy  and  Spain  is  pleasantly  al- 
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luded  to  as  evidence  of  the  respect  in  which  Germany  is  held  abroad. 
The  Emperor  counts  upon  maintaining  confidence  in  Germany  abroad 
and  peace  at  home. 

The  message  is  merely  confirmatory  of  other  evidences  that  the  poli<^ 
of  Germany  looks  toward  continental  peace,  and  that  the  court  of  Rus- 
sia is  desirous  of  peace  with  Germany.  A  recent  Russian  mission  to 
Berlin  brought  the  congratulations  of  the  Czar  to  the  Emperor  William 
on  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  his  gaining  the  Russian  Cross  of  St 
George,  when  he  charged  with  a  Russian  regiment  against  the  French 
at  Bar-sur-Aube.  The  deputation  was  rexjeived  with  great  distinction, 
and  their  visit  could  but  be  a  gratification  to  the  military  hero  whose 
early  exploit  it  recalled.  While  the  near  approach  of  Russia  and  Ger- 
many during  the  past  few  months,  and  the  appreciative  words  of  the 
message,  do  not  necessarily  imply  such  a  treaty  as  that  of  the  latter 
with  Austria,  they  show  the  renewal  of  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  courts,  and  are  a  public  assertion  of  the  same.  Despite  some 
rumors  to  the  contrary,  I  have  steadily  been  inclined  to  believe  tiiat 
the  two  Governments  would  avoid  war  if  possible;  and  the  antagonism 
between  the  two  peoples,  especially  that  of  the  Slavonic  races  against 
Germans,  would  be  the  impelling  cause  if  war  ever  came.  •  •  • 
I  have,  &c., 

A.  A.  SARGENT. 


No.  121. 

Mr,  Sargent  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  255.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  13, 1884.    (Received  March  31.) 

Sm :  I  have  thought  it  best  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following 
case  where  I  have  felt  compelled  to  refuse  to  intervene  with  the  Ger- 
man Government  for  a  person  who  apparently  considers  himself  entitled 
to  my  good  ofiSces,  as  an  American  citizen,  though  he  does  not  bring 
proper  proof  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Friedrich  Breidenstein,  a  native  of  Germany,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  with  his  family,  on  the  12th  August,  1854,  took  out  Ws 
first,  or  intention,  paper,  on  Uie  22d  August,  1855,  and  died  there  the 
same  year,  before  he  had  time  to  become  an  American  citizen.  His  son, 
Henry,  returned  with  his  mother  to  Germany  in  August,  1857,  remained 
there  till  the  30th  of  March,  1860,  and  then  again  went  to  America  with 
his  mother,  and  has  apparently  remained  there  ever  since  as  a  resident 
of  Rockton,  Wis.  When  he,  the  said  Henry  Breidenstein,  came  of  age, 
he  applied  to  his  guardian  in  Germany,  Johannes  Wollenhaupt,  for  his 
share  of  his  father's  estate  in  Germany,  and  was  informed  in  reply  that 
the  German  Government  had  retained  60  thalers  of  the  same  as  a  fine 
for  his  not  having  performed  military  duty. 

So  matters  appear  to  have  been  left  for  ten  years,  until  last  Novem- 
ber, when  Henry  Breidenstein,  through  his  uncle,  Heinrich  Heinrich, 
.asked  me  to  do  what  I  could  for  him  ;  to  which  I  replied,  on  the  3d  of 
December,  suggesting  to  him  to  obtain  certificates  of  his  own  or  his 
father's  citizenship  at  the  time  the  fine  was  paid.  In  reply  I  received 
a  letter  from  0.  D.  Heinrich,  a  cousin,  the  uncle  having  in  the  meantime 
died,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  father's  intention  paper,  and  suggesting 
that  as  the  son  came  to  the  United  States  as  a  minor,  he  became  on  that 
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aeconut  an  American  citizen  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  wl^ich  appeMTU 
to  be  a  not  auasual  impression  among  citizens  of  foreign  birtb.  Ac- 
cording to  previous  decisions  in  similar  cases,  the  German  Government 
declines  to  refund  fines  which  were  actually  paid  before  the  person  fined 
became  an  American  citizen,  though  judgments  of  fine  and  attach- 
ments on  inheritances  of  absentees  often  expire  by  limitation  where  the 
persons  do  not  return  for  some  years  nor  the  children  ask  to  have  their 
estates  divided.  It  is  not  stated  when  the  injunction  was  first  laid  on 
the  Breidenstein  estate,  but  if  the  young  man  had  waited  a  few  years 
longer  than  he  did  to  claim  his  share  of  the  estate,  it  is  probable,  from 
the  analogy  of  other  cases,  that  he  would  not  have  had  to  pay  this  fine  at 
all  As  it  is,  I  am  satisfied  that,  as  his  father  died  without  becoming 
an  American  citizen,  and  the  son  does  not  appear  to  have  availed  him- 
self of  the  benefit  of  section  2168  of  the  naturalization  law  previous 
to  bis  coming  of  age  and  to  the  division  of  the  estate,  if  he  ever  has  done 
so,  any  intervention  in  his  I)ehalf  would  be  quite  fruitless,  and  hav« 
60  written  him. 

The  case  is  imiK>rtant  as  involving  a  principle  adopted  by  the  Ger- 
man Government  and  heretofore  tacitly  admitted  by  our  own,  and  1a 
this  light  I  should  be  glad  to  know  that  my  course  is  approved. 
I  have,  &c., 

A.  a:  SARGENT. 


No.  122. 

Mr,  Sargent  to  Mr.  Frelinghvysen. 

Xo.  2C3.]  Legation  of  the  TJnitep  States, 

Berlin,  March  24,  1884.     (Received  April  7.) 

Sib  :  I  find  an  article  in  the  Berliner  Tageblatt  of  the  23d  instant, 
which  I  translate  below,  which  shows  that  the  German  Government  is 
at  last  on  the  track  of  the  real  danger  in  the  consumption  of  pork,  and 
earnestly  recommends  by  circular  to  the  people  through  cooking  to  "ex- 
clude all  danger  of  deleterious  results."  The  circular  gives  the  statis- 
tics of  sickness  and  death  at  Emersleben,  and  other  places,  and  is  very 
impressive  in  its  statements.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  advice 
thus  given  is  followed,  all  danger  from  the  consumption  of  any  iK)rk 
will  be  removed. 

The  article  says : 

The  reports  upon  the  trichinosis  epidemic  which  raged  towards  the  close  of  last 
year  in  Emenleben  and  vicinity,  within  the  Magdeburg  district)  having  been  received 
ftt  the  ministry  of  education,  a  circular  note,  according  to  the  '^  Magdeburger  QaKette,^ 
WIS  last  month  addressed  to  all  provincial  administrations,  as  well  as  to  the  Berlia 
police  presidency,  in  which,  after  giving  statistical  reports  upon  the  epidemic,  it  re- 
news tne  warning  against  the  unwholesome  and  often  fatal  practice  of  eating  raw 
pork.  The  meat  of  a  single  pig  kiMed  on  the  12th  September  last  at  Emerslebea 
csQsed  the  terrible  epidemic  there,  as  well  as  at  Deeudorf  and  Nienhagen,  and  whick 
prodaced  the  death  of  (56  pers  »ns  out  of  503  cases  of  disease.  Of  these,  270  canes, 
with.''3  deaths,'  fell  to  Emersleben  ;  45,  and  10  deaths,  to  Deesdorf ;  and  80,  with  1  df  ath, 
to  Nienhagen.  Besides,  4  cases  and  i  deaths  were  reported  from  Gronigen,  3  casfs  in 
the  convent  at  OrSoigen,  and  1  case  at  Schwanbeck.  In  this  connection  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  all  persons  who  consumed  125  grams  of  raw  pork  invariably  died,  and 
that  all  the  deceased  had,  as  was  discovered,  eaten  the  porlc  raw — a  practice  largely 
indulged  in  in  the  province  of  Saxony.  Whether  and  to  what  degree  the  meat  in- 
•peetors  in  question  are  responsible  for  the  fatal  accident,  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
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tained.  In  Tiew  of  these  Bad  events,  the  ministry  of  edncation,  Slc,,  considered  it  of 
vital  importance  to  repeatedly  and  earnestly  warn  the  public  against  the  consump- 
tion of  raw  pork.  It  therefore  considers  it  appropriate  to  advise  that  in  preparing 
pork  for  fooa,  it  be  thoroughly  boiled  or  roasted,  and  thereby  exclude  all  danger  of 
deleterious  results.    The  authorities  are  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  thia  end. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  A.  SARGENT. 


No.  123. 

Mr.  Sargent  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

ISo.  264.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  29,  1884.    (Received  April  14.) 

Sm :  Referring  to  your  No.  198,  of  March  6, 1884,  received  March  21, 
in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Oscar  Stern  (or  Stein),  who  is  said  to  be  in 
Germany  to  aid  in  the  settlement  of  his  father^s  estate,  and  whom  the 
authorities  threaten  to  draft  io  the  army,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  said  instruction  I  caused  a  let- 
ter to  be  written  to  said  person,  directed  to  Zweibriicken,  inclosing  to 
him  one  of  our  military  case  forms,  requesting  him  to  fill  it  up  and  re- 
turn it  to  us,  so  far  as  the  questions  it  contained  were  pertinent  to  his 
case,  and  that  he  transmit  to  me  his  citizen  paper  and  any  papers  the 
German  authorities  might  have  served  upon  him,  and  sent  to  him  also 
a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  1868,  directing  his  attention  especially  to  arti- 
cle 4  and  the  power  of  the  bavarian  authorities  thereunder.  To  this 
letter,  which  was  sent  paste  restante,  no  reply  has  come,  and  so  much 
time  has  elapsed  it  has  probably  not  reached  the  person  intended. 
An  answer  to  the  question  in  the  military  case  form  is  necessary  to 
present  a  case  satisfactorily  to  the  foreign  office,  and  it  is  also  needful 
to  send  in  the  complainant's  citizen  papers.  The  slight  particulars  given 
in  Mr.  Hamburger's  letter,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  your  instruc- 
tion, are  of  no  value  for  such  a  purpose,  and  do  not  even  enable  me  to 
Ind  the  person  most  interested.  Had  Mr.  Hamburger  directed  Mr. 
Stern  to  address  the  legation  directly,  I  could  have  sifted  the  case  at 
once  and  prepared  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  Mr.  Stern. 

But  Mr.  Hamburger  errs  in  the  construction  he  puts  upon  the  treaty. 
The  German  authorities  have  not  admitted  the  right  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  of  German  birth  to  remain  in  this  country  longer  than 
two  years.  They  are  especially  stringent  in  guarding  against  a  more 
prolonged  residence  in  the  cases  of  ])ersons  who  are,  like  Stern,  still  of 
military  age;  probably  because  they  consider  the  example  set  by  such 

E arsons  to  German  youth  to  be  deleterious.  On  application  from  this 
gatiun,  permission  has  usually  been  granted  for  an  extension  of  a  few 
weeks,  at  most,  for  persons  to  leave  the  country  who  have  staid  the  two 
Xears;  but  this  has  been  asked  and  granted  as  a  favor.  The  ^^bonafide 
intention"  of  the  party  involved  to  leave  in  the  third  or  fourth  or  other 
year  is  not  inquired  into  or  admitted  by  the  German  Government  to  be 
of  weight.  It  is  the  apparent  aim,  observable  from  the  study  of  the  whole 
body  of  cases,  to  limit  residence  of  persons  of  military  age  to  the  treaty 
term. 

With  regard  to  persons  who  have  passed  the  military  age  the  prac- 
tice is  somewhat  variable,  though  as  a  rule  such  persons  are  not  mo- 
lested, where  they  have  an  apparent  ability  to  provide  for  their  own 
support,  and  consequently  there  are  thousands  of  naturalized  Germans 
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in  Ctermany,  who  have  lived  here  for  years,  without  qaestion.  Bat  the 
police  sometimes  seem  to  qaestion  the  right  of  this  class  to  remain. 
Daring  the  past  week  Dr.  G.  W.  Geist,  a  resident  for  twelve  years  past 
of  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  practicing  dentistry  there,  a  man  who  fonght 
against  the  rebellion  and  is  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  called  apon 
me  and  told  me  he  had  been  verbaJly  notified  by  the  local  police  to 
leave  the  country  in  two  months  or  to  become  a  German  citizen.  In 
answer  to  my  questions  he  said  he  knew  no  cause  for  this  notice ;  that 
he  does  not  interfere  in  political  matters,  pays  his  taxes,  is  a  quiet  man, 
has  no  known  enemies,  does  a  good  business  as  dentist,  &c.,  and  in- 
tends to  go  to  America  as  soon  as  be  has  finished  educating  his  children, 
who  were  born  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  his  wife,  and  none  of 
them  are  yet  of  military  age,  the  eldest  lacking  three  years  of  it.  I  gave 
him  a  copy  of  the  treaty  and  advised  him  to  write  to  the  chief  of  police 
of  his  city  inquiring  if  lie  had  authorized  such  notice,  and,  if  so,  for  the 
reasons  therefor,  promising  that  I  would  be  of  any  service  to  him  that 
I  eoald  when  I  learned  the  authority  and  motives  for  such  notice.  Un- 
fortanately  I  can  do  little  in  such  a  case,  unless  it  be  to  get  a  little  time 
to  enable  this  man  to  save  his  property  and  credit  from  entire  sacrifice. 
This  case  illustrates  the  hardships  of  our  naturalization  treaty.  It 
is,  perhaps,  the  best  that  can  be  had,  but  the  difference  between  the 
conduct  of  the  United  Stat-es  towards  foreign  residents  in  its  midst  and 
the  treatment  of  its  citizens  residing  in  Germany  is  in  marked  contrast. 
1  am  not  able,  for  want  of  more  particulars,  to  pronounce  absolutely 
upon  Dr.  Geist's  case;  but,  taking  his  statement  to  be  absolutely  cor- 
rect, it  is  hard  to  see  the  propriety  of  the  policy  that  excludes  him  so 
summarily  from  Germany.  Where  a  person  between  twenty -four  and 
thirty-four,  able-bodied,  &c.,  returns  here  after  naturalization,  and  in- 
sists on  remaining,  public  or  military  policy  may  see  objections.  But 
for  a  man  of  forty-seven  years  old,  like  Dr.  Geist,  these  objections  do 
not  exist,  unless  there  is  some  extrinsic  matter  in  the  case  not  revealed 
to  me.  I  suppose  Mr.  Stern  will  present  himself  at  the  legation  when 
his  passport  expires,  and  my  successor  will  observe  still  farther  your 
instructions. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  A.  SARGENT. 


No.  124. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Sargent. 

No.  221.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  3,  1884. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  No.  255,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
plication on  behalf  of  Mr.  Henry  Breidenstein  for  your  interference  to 
recover  for  him  a  fine  of  50  thalers  imposed  by  the  German  Government 
for  the  non-performance  of  military  service,  and  which  fine  was  deducted 
from  his  portion  of  the  inheritance  from  his  father's  estate,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

It  appears  that  the  young  man  died  in  this  country  without  having 
become  a  citizen  of  it,  and  that  the  applicant  himself,  although  twenty- 
one  years  old  and  living  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  fine  in 
question  waslevied,  was  cot  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
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Under  these  circamstances  your  course  was  discreet  and  correct,  aud 
was,  moreover,  in  foil  accord  with  the  settled  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment.   Your  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

FREiyK  T.  FRELINGHUY8EN. 


No.  125. 

Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  276.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  April  12,  1884.    (Received  April  2^.] 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  refusal  of  a  passport  on  the  ground 
of  illegal  naturalization  of  the  applicant.    The  facts  are  as  follows: 

On  the  27th  of  February  last  the  consul  at  Dresden  forwarded  the  in- 
closed duplicate  passport  application  of  Sigismund  Jacoby,  wife,  and 
five  children,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  was  bom  in  Prussia  in  1844, 
emigrated  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  the  United  States,  and  after 
a  residence  there  of  only  about  four  years  was  naturalized  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas  at  New  Yoik,  on  the  11th  October,  1860,  as  appears 
by  his  citizen  paper.  As  the  issue  of  a  passport  was  refused  by  the 
minister  without  some  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  above  statement, 
Mr.  Jacoby  came  to  Berlin  and  terbally  informed  me  that  he  was  perfectly 
aware  at  the  time  he  was  naturalized  that  he  had  been  only  four  years 
in  the  irnit€d  States,  but  that  he  was  a  member  of  a  political  club,  and 
at  election  time  he  was  sworn  in,  with  several  others,  in  order  to  vote, 
and  supposed  that  the  court  knew  what  the  law  was.  He  objected  to 
having  his  papers  taken  from  him,  as  he  is  about  to  return  to  South 
America,  where  he  resides.  1  have  refused  to  issue  him  a  passport  with- 
out intructions  to  that  effect  from  the  Department,  to  which  the  case 
is  now  respectfully  referred. 
I  have,  &c., 

A.  •SIDNEY  EVERETT. 


No.  126. 

Mr.  Frelinghvytten  to  Mr,  Sargent. 

No.  227.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  April  16,  1884. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  263,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  transmitting  the  text  of  a  re- 
cent ministerial  circular  touching  the  danger  of  consuming  raw  pork  as 
food,  has  been  received* 

I  am  disposed  to  regard  this  circular  as  evincing  a  willingness  on 
the  part  of  the  German  authorities  to  consider  the  pork  question. in  a 
practical  way,  which  cannot  but  promise  good  results. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the  fact,  to  which  I  called  attention 
in  my  letter  to  the  President  of  February  28,  transmitting  the  report 
of  the  pork  commi^ion,  that  trichiuiasis  is  distinctly  traceable  to  the 
consumx)tion  of  the  flesh  of  freshly  killed  native  hogs,  and  that  the  viro. 
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lence  of  infection  is  observed  to  diminish  with  the  time  elapsing  between 
the  killing  of  the  animal  and  the  consumption  of  its  flesh,  soon  ceasing 
altogether,  especially  when  the  meat  is  even  slightly  salted. 

The  dispNOsition,  I  am  satisfied,  exists  on  both  sides  to  favor  the  widest, 
frankest,  and  jnost  practical  examination  of  the  whole  subject,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  the  two  countries. 
I  am,  &a, 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  127. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Everett 

No.  231.]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21, 1884. 
Sm:  With  reference  to  Mr.  Sargent's  disiiatch  No.  264,  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  concerning  the  case  of  Oscar  Stern,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  Department  has  communicated  the  substance  of  Mr.  Sargent's  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Hamburger,  of  New  York,  who  presented  the  matter  as 
Mr.  Stem's  attorney. 

The  Department  at  the  same  time  advised  Mr.  Hamburger,  that  his 
client,  if  warned  by  the  German  authorities  to  leave  at  the  expiration  of 
two  years,  ought  not  to  take  the  risk  of  remaining,  unless  he  can  obtain 
permission  to  do  so  from  the  German  Government,  through  your  lega- 
tion. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  128. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Everett. 

No.  246.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  23, 1884. 
SiE:  Your  dispatch  No.  275,  of  the  12th  ultimo,  reporting  the  grounds 
of  your  refusal  to  issue  a  passport  to  Mr.  Sigismuud  Jacoby  for  himself, 
wife,  and  five  children,  has  been  received. 

The  papers  accompanying  your  dispatch  show  very  clearly  that  he 
was  naturalized  when  only  four  years  in  the  United  States,  and  his  own 
statement  that  he  knew  the  fact,  but,  being  a  member  of  a  political  club, 
was  naturalized  for  tbe  purpose  of  voting,  aggravates  the  fraud  com- 
mitted in  concealing  the  most  material  fact  in  the  case  from  the  court. 
Tour  course  in  regard  to  the  subject  is  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  129. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Everett 

« 

No.  278.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  6,  1884. 

Sir  :  It  appears  by  a  cable  dispatch  published  in  a  inomiiig  joarnal 
of  New  York  ou  thebth  ultimo  that  recently  the  Bavarian  authorities 
have  forced  two  proselyting  elders  to  surrender  their  mission  and  to  de- 
part from  the  country. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Mormons,  exercising  polygamy  and  making  it  a  part 
of  their  religious  creed,  constantly  increase  in  numbers  by  reason  of 
accessions  from  Europe  recruited  by  emissaries  from  Utah  in  foreign 
countries,  any  steps  taken  by  the  German  authorities  to  repress  the 
organization  of  these  unlawful  enterprises  by  agents  who  are  thus  op- 
erating beyond  the  reach  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  should  be 
recognized  as  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  morality. 

You  are  instructed,  therefore,  to  make  an  official  investigation  in  the 
premises,  to  ascertain  whether  any  steps  having  such  an  object  in  view, 
have  been  taken  by  the  German  authorities. 

In  case  you  find  that  such  steps  have  been  taken,  you  are  directed 
to  promptly  recognize  the  act  in  the  sense  indicated,  and  report  the 
circumstances  in  full  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHDYSEN. 


No.  130. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr,  Everett. 

No.  280.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtouj  August  18,  1884. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  dispatch  No  313,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  re- 
questing information  as  to  the  regulations  concerning  pauper  emigrants 
landing  in  this  country,  I  have  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication which  I  have  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  emigration  at  New  York,  in  response  to  my  inquiries 
on  behalf  of  your  legation.  It  is  thought  that  the  letter  in  question 
will  furnish  you  with  all  the  information  you  desire. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 

llncloenre  in  No.  280.] 

Mr,  Jackson  to  Mr,  Davis, 

Castle  Garden,  New  York,  August  15, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
and  in  reply  to  state  that  no  formal  regulations  have  been  adopted  by  the  boani  of 
commissioners  of  emigration  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  the  landing  of  panpcr 
emigrants,  the  action  of  the  board  bein^  governed  by  the  provisions  of  section  2  of 
the  aqt  of  Congress  to  regulate  immigration,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed. 
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Where  it  is  apparent,  by  reason  of  insanity  or  other  permanent  disability,  that  an 
emigrant  is  unable  to  care  for  himself  or  herself,  such  persons  are  detained  on  board 
tlie  vessel  and  are  prohibited  from  landing.  But  in  cases  where,  from  attending  cir- 
eomstancea,  emigrants  arriving  are  thought  likely  to  become  a  public  charge,  they  are 
tranaferreil  from  the  vei»sel  to  the  landing  depot  and  their  cases  are  investigated  by 
the  commissioners,  each  case  being  determined  on  its  own  merits. 

Where  such  emigrants  have  relatives  or  friends  resident  in  this  country,  they  are 
promptly  communicated  with,  and  if  they  can  show  that  they  are  willing  and  able 
to  provide  for  the  emigrants,  such  are  permitted  to  depart.  If  the  contrary,  or  that 
it  appears,  in  the  jndgment  of  the  commissioners,  that  immigrants  of  this  clafcs  aro 
Ukely  to  become  a  charge  on  the  community,  they  are  either  returned  to  the  vessel 
or  detained  at  the  Emigrant  Refuge  until  the  sailing  day  of  the  vessel,  when  they 
are  p!aced  on  board  by  the  officers  of  the  Commission,  and  are  returned  to  the  port 
from  whence  they  canif,  at  the  expense  of  the  steamship  company  that  brought  them. 
The  courts  of  this  Slate  have  recently  decided  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  the 
examination  of  the  emigrants  on  board  the  vessel,  and  that  it  may  be  made  at  I  he 
emigrant  landing  depot,  the  emijgrauts  being  considered  still  in  the  custody  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  tne  commissioners,  and  their  right  to  prevent  such  emigrants  from 
landiug,  and  to  return  them  to  the  vessel,  being  unimpaired. 
I  auj,  sir,  <&c., 

H.  J.  JACKSON, 

Sec}  etar^ 


I  Section  2.1 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  heieby  charged  with  the  duty  of  execnting 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  with  supervision  over  the  business  of  immigration  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpose  he  shall  have  power  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  such  State  commission,  buard,  or  officers  as  may  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  governor  of  any  State  to  take  charge  of  the  local  affairs  of  immigration  in 
the  ports  within  said  State,  and  to  provide  for  the  support  and  relief  of  such  immi- 
grants therein  landing  as  may  fall  into  distress  or  need  public  aid,  under  the  rules 
and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  said  secretary ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
State  cosiuiission.  board,  or  officers  so  designated  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  pas- 
aengers  arriving  at  the  ports  within  such  State  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose all  or  any  of  such  commissioners  or  officers,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they 
•ball  appoint,  shall  be  authorized  tx)  go  on  board  of  and  through  any  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel; and  if  on  such  examination  there  shall  be  found  amouff  such  passengers  any  con- 
vict, InnatiCi  idiot,  or  any  person  unable  to  take  care  of  himself  or  herself  without 
becoming  a  public  charge,  they  shall  report  the  same  in  writing  to  the  collector  of 
sneh  port,  and  such  persons  shall  not  be  permitted  to  land. 


No.  131. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Kasson, 

No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  22, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copies  of  letters  to  this 
Department  from  Mr.  Charles  Weniger,  a  naturalized  American  citizen 
reading  in  the  city  of  ^S^ew  York,  who  alleges  that  the  German  authori- 
ties are  about  to  seize  his  inheritance  in  the  city  of  Konigsee,  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  a  fine  assessed  against  him  for  the  non-performance  of 
military  service  in  Germany. 

I  win  thank  you  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  to  take  such  action  as 
t!he  facts  may  be  found  to  warrant. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary, 
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rinclosare  1  in  No.  5.1 
Mr,  Weniger  1o  Mr,  Frelinghuyeen, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  Julg  30, 1884. 

Your  Honor  :  Hereby  T  submit  to  your  kind  coDsideration  and  interference  a  moral 
injustice  doue  to  uic  by  tbe  German  Government. 

According?  to  my  affidavit,  which  I  inclose,  I  "was  bom  in  the  year  li?61,  in  tbe  city 
of  KOuigsee,  Duchy  of  Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt,  Germany. 

My  father,  Ferdinand  Weniger,  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1871,  and  my 
mother,  Sojihie  Weniger,  followed  him^  with  me,  in  the  following  year,  when  Iwasonly 
twelve  years  of  age.  My  mother  having  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  year 
il:f77,  my  father  retuiued  to  Germany  in  the  same  year,  leaving  me  in  this  country, 
when  I  was  sixteen  years  old.  As  my  father  neither  would  nor  could  take  me  with 
Aim  back  to  Germany,  I  was  thrown  on  my  own  resources  and  was  obliged  to  make 
my  own  living  as  well  as  I  could. 

Now,  when  I  have  succeeded  to  make  an  honorable  living,  and  at  the  same  time 
lave  become  a  citizen  of  this  country  before  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  tbe  dly 
of  New  York,  the  Government  of  Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt  claims  me  for  militair 
duty,  and  threatens  me  with  confiscating  a  litile  inheritance  which  my  mother  left 
me  in  Rndolstadt,  which,  together  with  my  savings,  would  serve  me  to  establish  my 
ewu  business  in  this  country. 

This  seems  to  me  a  manifest  injustice,  as  I  did  not  come  to  this  country  on  my  own 
free  will,  being  too  young  at  that  time  to  do  so,  and  as  I  was  abandoned  here  as  a 
minor  to  the  protection  of  this  country. 

It  is  true  that  my  father  never  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  my 
mother,  ignorant  of  the  German  laws,  neglected  to  have  my  name  erased  from  the  mili- 
tary register  of  Rudolstadt,  so  that  I  am  not  urotected  by  the  Bancroft  treaty ;  but  it 
ie  nevertheless  a  moral  injustice  to  me,  which  I  am  sure  your  honor  can  right  if  you 
irill  kindly  submit  my  case  to  the  German  Government  in  Berlin. 
Yours,  truly, 

Pr.  CHARLES  WENIGER, 

529  Bobhtfu  Avenue. 
City  of  New  York, 

County  of  y etc  YorlCy  m: 

I,  Charles  Weniger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York,  do  swear  that  I  was 
Iborn  on  the  21st  of  April  in  the  year  1861,  in  K6uig8<»e,  of  the  Duchy  of  Schwarzburg- 
Rudolstadt,  Germauy  ;  that  my  father,  Ferdinand  Weniger,  of  said  citj,  came  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1^1;  that  my  mother,  Sophie  Weniger,  followed  him,  with  me,  in 
the  year  1872,  when  I  was  a  little  over  eleven  years  of  age ;  that  my  mother  died  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York,  on  the  12th  of  April  in  the  year  1877,  and  that 
my  father  returned  to  Germany  in  the  same  year,  leaving  me  behind  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  when  I  was  a  little  oVer  sixteen  years  old ;  that  I  was  thrown  by  this  event 
en  my  own  resources,  and  that  I  have  become  a  citizen  of  this  country  before  the  conrt 
©f  common  pleas  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York. 

CHARLES  WENIGER, 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  July,  1884. 

[SKAL  ]  (2:Jo)  p.  V.  STOCKY, 

Notary  Public,  New  Yoi'k  City. 
State  of  Nkw  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  88 : 

I,  Patrick  Keenan,  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  also  clerk  of  the 
supreme  court  for  the  said  city  and  county,  the  same  being  a  court  of  record,  do  here- 
"ky  certify  that  P.  V.  Stocky,  before  whom  the  annexed  deposition  was  taken,  was, 
at  the  time  of  takiug  th«  same,  a  notary  public  of  New  Y<»rk,  dwelling  in  said  city 
aiid  county,  dtily  appointed  and  sworn  and  authorized  to  administer  oaths  to  be  used 
k\  any  coiirt  in  said  State,  and  for  general  purposes,  and  that  his  signature  thereto  is 
gt-nufne,  as  I  verily  believe.  lu  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunt<»  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court  and  county  the  2yth  day  of  July,  1884. 

[SEAL.]  PATRICK  KEENAN, 

Clrrk. 


[Inclosure  2  in  No.  5.] 

Mr.  Wenifjer  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

New  York,  Robbixs  Avenue,  529,  Augutt  16,  1884. 
^m :  In  answer  to  yttnr  letter  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  I  send  you  inclosed  a  certi- 
ied  copy  of  my  naturalization  certificate. 
In  regard  to  my  inheritance,  I  am  unable  to  tell  you  the  amount;^  as  it  consista  in  a 
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6hare  of  some  real  estate  wbich  my  mother  owned  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  the  city 
of  Konigsee,  Schwarzbun^-Rudolst^t,  Germany. 

My  father,  Ferdinand  Weniger,  of  said  city,  who  is  executor  of  my  mother's  will,  in- 
formed me  that  the  Amtsblatt  of  Konigsee,  which  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Govern- 
meut  for  the  city  of  Konigsee,  called  upon  me  by  a  legal  notice  to  appear  for  military 
doty,  in  defanlt  of  which  my  inheritance  would  be  confiscated;  that,  furthermore, my 
father  wa«  called  upon  by  the  sheriff  of  said  city  to  produce  my  person  before  court 
or  to  give  information  concerning  my  absence. 

As  lor  dates,  I  cannot  give  you  any  information.  They  seem  to  me  immaterial,  as 
my  only  aim  is  that  you  may  kindly  cause  the  German  Government  to  erase  my  name 
from  the  military  register,  after  which  the  confiscation  of  my  inheritance  would  be  con- 
seqoeDtly  void. 

Sboald  you,  however,  Judge  proper,  I  shall  write  to  Konigsee  for  official  documents 
concerning  my  case;  but  I  fear  the  delay  caused  hereby  would  perhaps  complicate  the 
matter,  which  is  still  simple. 
Yonrs,  dbc, 

CHARLES  WENIGER. 
United  States  of  America,  State  op  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  ymv  Yorky  bb: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1884, 
Charles  Weniger  appeared  in  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  (a  court  of  record,  having  common-law  jurisdiction,  a  clerk,  and  seal),'  and  ap- 
plied to  the  said  court  to  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  pursuant  to  the  provihions  of  the  several  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  that  purpose  made  and  provided. 

And  the  flaid  applicant  having  produced  to  the  said  court  such  evidence,  having 
made  such  declaration  and  renunciation,  and  having  taken  such  oaths  as  are  by  the 
said  acts  required,  thereupon  it  was  ordered  by  the  court  that  the  said  applicant 
be  admitted,  and  he  was  accordingly  admitted,  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  seal  of  the  said  court  is  hereunto  affixed,  this  I5th  day  of 
Augnst,  1884,  and  in  the  one  hundred  and  ninth  year  of  the  Ilidependence  of  the 
United  States. 

[SEAL.]  NATHX  JAR  VIS,  Jr., 

Clerk. 


No.  132. 

Mr.  Kasson  to  Mr.  ^relinglmysen. 

^0. 36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  13,  1884.     (Received  October  27.) 

Sib  :  Among  the  Dumerous  and  varioas  questions  of  naturalized  citi- 
zenship presented  to  this  legation,  none  are  so  troublesome  as  those  of 
the  derived  citizenship  of  minors  under  the  Revised  Statutes,  section 
2172.  I  have  recently  been  obliged  to  decide  two  such  cases,  and  now 
rc'i)ort  them  to  the  Department  for  its  supervision. 

(1)  Case  of  Ludtcig  Hausding.—The  father,  William  Hausding,  beiug 
a  subject  of  the  King  of  Saxouy,  was  in  Michigan  in  July,  1861,  where 
bis  son  Ludwig  was  boru.  How  long  he  had  been  there  does  not  ap- 
pear; but  he  returned  to  his  native  land  with  his  family  a  few  months 
later  in  the  same  year,  and  remained  there,  a  Saxon  subject,  until  1868. 
Ill  that  yesir  the  father  i^eturned  to  the  United  States,  where  he  became 
afterwards  a  naturalized  citizen.  The  son,  Ludwig,  on  the  contrary, 
has  never  returned  to  the  United  States.  Ludwig  now  requests  a  pass- 
port as  an  American  citizen,  for  use  in  Saxouy. 

Refused^  on  the  ground  that  he  was  born  of  Saxon  subjects  tempo 
rarily  in  the  United  States,  and  was  never ''  dwelling  in  the  United  States" 
either  at  the  time  of  or  since  his  parent's  naturalization,  and  was  not, 
tberefore,  naturalized  by  force  of  statute.     (See  section  2172.) 

Queer e :  Can  one  born  a  foreign  subject,  but  within  the  Uuited  States, 
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make  the  option  after  bis  majority,  and  while  still  living  abroad,  to  adopt 
the  citizenship  of  bis  birthplace  f  It  seems  not,  and  that  he  must  chan  ^^ 
his  allegiance  by  emigration  and  legal  process  of  naturalization. 

(2)  Case  of  Johannes  Weber. — The  father  was  a  subject  of  EasHia, 
living  in  the  Crimea,  where  this  son  was  born  in  August,  1861.  Fatber 
and  son  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1875,  and  the  father  wa^ 
naturalized  at  Yankton,  Dak.,  in  May,  1881,  the  son  also  living  in  the 
United  States  at  the  time,  and  being  then  of  the  age  of  nineteen  year^. 
The  father  and  whole  family  returned  to  the  Crimea  in  1883,  leaving  tba 
United  States  in  June  of  that  year,  when  the  son  was  a  little  less  than 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  bearing  a  Department  passport  for  all  the  fam> 
ily.  The  son  declares  his  intention  of  returning  to  the  United  States 
as  a  citizen  thereof,  and  was  now  on  his  way  to  America  to  obtain  a 
passport  as  an  American,  when  he  learned  it  could  be  issued  at  this  le- 
gation. 

Orantedj  on  the  ground  of  derived  naturalization,  under  section  2172 
Eevised  Statutes,  qualifying  him  as  an  American  citizen,  with  continued 
option  therefor  after  attaining  his  majority  in  America. 

Qucere:  Does  the  phrase — ''if  dwelling  in  the  United  States" — refer  to 
the  date  of  naturalization,  or  to  the  duration  of  residence  within  the 
United  States,  and  excluding  a  foreign  residence!  In  other  words,  which 
of  these  readings  is  correct : 

Sec.  2172.  The  children  of  persons  who  have  been  daly  naturalized  nnder  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  •  •  •  being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  ^ears  at  the  time 
of  the  naturalization  of  their  parents,  shall,  if  [at  the  time]  dwelling  in  the  United 
States  [or  while  dwelling  in  the  United  States],  be  considered  as  citizens  thereof. 

The  former  construction  would  allow  a  young  man  to  join  his  father 
in  the  United  States  a  week  before  his  naturalization,  and  return  tcr  his 
native  land  a  week  after,  a  full-fledged  American  citizen,  while  still  in 
his  minority,  and  without  renunciation  of  old  allegiance  or  swearing 
to  the  new. 

I  have,  &c.,  • 

JOHN  A.  KASSON. 


Xo.  133. 

^fr,  Kasson  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  41.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  October  16, 1884.    (Received  November  3.) 
Sib  :  Referring  to  your  No.  278,  addressed  to  the  charge  d'affaires  at 
this  post,  I  have  to  communicate  the  following  proceedings  as  furnished 
to  this  legation  1  y  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Nuremberg : 

I.  Johann  Georg  Hafeu,  of  Santa  Clara  ^Utah),  expelled  as  a  Mormon 
emissary  from  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria  m  /July,  1883.  (Inclosures  1 
and  2.) 

II.  James  E.  Jennings  and  William  A.  Smoot,  jr.,  both  of  Salt  Lake 
^Utah),  expelled  as  Morman  emissaries  from  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria 
in  May,  1884.    (Inclosures  3  and  4^) 

III.  Lyman,  of  Provo  (Utah),  recommended  for  expulsion  from  Ba- 
varia as  a  Mormon  emissary  September,  1884.     (Inclosure  5.) 

Recognition  of  this  action  will  be  made  according  to  the  terms  of  your 
said  instruction. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KASSON- 
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[iBoloMm  1  to  dlspAtch  No.  41.] 

Translation  of  a  report  from  the  roifal  government  of  Middle  Franconia  of  the  royal  Ba- 
varian department  of  the  interior  for  church  and  school  affaire,  dated  April  14,  1883. 

AUSBACH,  Jpril  U,  1883. 

The  royal  bezirks-court  at  Naremberg,  ia  itB  inclosed  report  of  the  15th  of  last 

mooth,  together  with  its  "judicial  act ^" and  four  accompaniments,  recommends  to 

the  royal  ministry  of  the  interior  to  canse  the  expnUiion  of  the  American  citizen  and 

Mormon  missionary  Johann  Georg  Hafen,  of  Santa  Clara  (Utah,  North  America),  from 

the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  under  article  50,  subdivision  2,  of  the  law  of  t.,-  ,,-^1^-..,- 

concerning  residence,  marriage,  and  domicile,  and  furnishes  the  fullest  and  most  satis- 
factory gronnds  for  its  recommendation. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  also  reporting  in  this  connection  that  the  Mormon  sect  haa 
already  sprvail  itself  within  the  city  limits  and  bezirks-court  domains  of  FUrth  and 
Erlangen.  in  consequence  of  which  we  have  caused  the  diHtrict  police  authorities  to 
proceed  against  this  sect  with  uniform  action. 

We  fortlier  report  that  the  foreman  Anton  Ilg,  heretofore  mentioned  as  the  head  of 
the  Mormon  community,  has  withdrawn  from  the  same — whether  of  his  own  free  will 
or  otherwise  is  not  known. 

We  have,  as  appears  from  the  inclosed  judicial  document  of  the  bezirks-court,  offi- 
cially qaeationed  Anton  llg  as  to  whether  he  still  insists  on  an  answer  to  the  request 
heretofore  mentioned,  made  on  February  15-19,  1882,  by  him,  in  the  name  of  his  for- 
mer associates  in  faith,  for  permission  to  hold  common  indoor  divine  services  in  Ba- 
varia ;  he  declared  that  for  himself  he  withdrew  that  request. 

FREIHERR  VON  HERMANN. 


llDclosnre  2  to  dlspatcli  No.  41. 1 

Trawelation  of  a  dtcree  of  the  royal  Bavarian  department  of  the  interior  for  church  and 
school  affairs  of  July  II,  1883  {in  answer  to  inclosure  1). 

Munich,  July  11,  1883. 

Royal  Bavaria  ministry  of  the  interior,  concerning  the  formation  of  a  Mormon  com- 
munity at  Nuremberg  and  vicinity. 

With  respect  to  the  report  of  April  14  last  made  to  the  royal  ministry  of  state  or 
the  interior  for  chnrcb  and  school  affairs,  and  transmitted  by  them  to  the  royal  min- 
istry of  state  of  the  interior  for  their  consideration,  we  express  ourselves  as  follows : 

Johann  Georg  Hafen,  born  in  1838,  and  of  Santa  Clara,  Utah,  North  America,  made 
tnd,  according  to  his  own  confession,  makes  it  his  business  to  labor  for  the  develop- 
ment and  extension  of  the  views  held  by  the  Mormon  sect.  These  views  do  not  ap- 
pear to  harmonize  with  the  existing  state  and  social  order,  wherefore  the  activity  m 
promoting  the  same  of  the  said  Haten  must,  from  considsration  for  the  public  welfare, 
be  opposed  and  made  impossible. 

He  is  therefore,  in  accordance  with  article  50,  subdivision  2,  of  the  law  ofj^^?^'-  ^^ 

concerning  residence,  marriage,  and  domicile,  expelled  from  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria. 
The  following  is  also  decreed : 

The  inclosures  of  the  flist  report  herein  named,  ns  well  as  of  the  report  made  under 
date  of  July  7  of  last  year  to  the  royal  state  ministry  of  the  interior  for  church  and 
school  affairs,  are  to  be  herewith  returned. 

It  is  remarxed  in  this  connection  that  the  royal  state  ministry  of  the  interior  for 
church  and  school  matters  does  not  propose  to  further  occupy  itself  with  the  consid- 
eration of  a  request  made  by  Anton  llg,  in  the  name  of  the  *' Community  and  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints,"  for  recogDition  as  a  private  church  associa- 
tion, llg  having,  under  date  of  the  Uth  of  March  of  last  year,  formally  declared  that  ho 
withdrew  this  request.  The  request  being  subscribed  by  him  alone,  and  no  document- 
try  evidence  of  his  authorization  by  individual  members  of  the  community,  there- 
fore at  present  no  formal  representative  of  the  request  is  in  existence. 

Baron  von  FREILETSCH, 

The  Secretory- General, 
VON  SCHLERETH, 
Ministerial  councilor  to  the  Royal  Government  of  Middle  Franconia, 
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[loolosure  3  to  disptteh  No.  41.— Translation.] 

The  royal  police  at  Munich  to  the  royal  etate  minietryof  the  interior:  concerning  theexpul- 

eionfrom  the  Kingdom  o/  Bavaria,  of  the  Mormon  emiesariee  William  Smoot  and  Jame9 

JenningSy  of  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 

Munich,  Mag  14,  1884. 

The  sect  of  the  MormoDs,  of  Salt  Lake,  in  the  North  American  Territory  of  Utah, 
called  ''Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Latter  Dav  Saints,'*  has  maintained  for  about  a 
year  past  a  so-called  community  in  Munich  and  ito  vicinity. 

This  community,  accordingto  the  statistical  report  of  the  Swiss,  Italian,  and  Ger- 
man mission  for  the  year  lw3,  in  No.  3  of  the  Mormon  orj^an  the  Star,  appearing  at 
Berne,  and  according  to  a  list  submitted  to  the  elder  of  the  community  here,  Georgf^ 
Shambeck,  painter's  assistant,  numbers  thirty-four  members,  under  the  government 
of  a  community  elder,  an  elder,  and  two  teachers. 

This  association  is  submitted  to  the  South  German  conference,  under  conference- 
president,  Bishop  Freidrich  W.  Schoufeld,  and  the  two  traveling  elders,  William  C. 
A.  Smoot,  jr.,  and  James  £.  Jennings,  while  this  South  German  conference  is  onder 
•control  of  the  Swiss,  Italian,  and  German  diissiou,  having  its  seat  at  Berne. 

The  said  Bishop  Schonfeld,  according  to  a  notice  in  22  of  the  **  Stem"  (Star)  of  No- 
vember 15, 1883,  has  taken  the  place  ot  the  Mormon  emissary  Johaun  Georg  Hafen,  of 
Santa  Clara,  Utah,  expelled  from  Bavaria  by  ministerial  decree  of  July  11,  1883,  No. 

7743,  under  article  50,  subdivision  2,  of  the  residence  law  of  -,J^"  _-* .  ^^r-;  andao- 

Feb.  23,  1872 
cording  to  a  publication  on  page  37  of  No.  3  of  the  Star  of  February  1  of  last  year, 
James  £.  Jennings  and  William  C.  A.  Smoot  Jr.,  have  been  assigned  to  the  said  bishop 
as  traveling  elders. 

James  E.  Jennings,  born  June  16,  1864,  a  student,  and  William  C.  A.  Smoot,  jr., 
born  March  6,  185^1,  are  both  from  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 

With  the  assumption  of  the  leadership  of  the  mission  by  Bishop  Schoufeld  the 
Mormon  community  at  Munich  has  received  new  life  and  received  ten  new  members. 
The  before-mentioned  traveling  elders  Smoot  and  Jennings  are  at  present  engaged 
in  a  mission  voyage  in  Bavaria;  both,  according  to  a  communication  of  the  30th  in- 
stant from  the  bezirks-court  at  Nuremberg,  have  lately  spent  several  months  at  Nurem- 
berg, but  are  now  at  Munich.  According  to  a  notice  of  January  15  of  last  year  in 
No.  2  of  the  Mormon  organ,  the  ''Star,"  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  said  Jennings  to  or- 
ganize at  Nuremberg  a  Sunday  School  for  thirty  Mormon  children  for  over  eight  years, 
the  known  age  at  which  the  acceptaiice  of  Mormonism  is  permissible. 

Jennings  and  Smoot  now  purpose,  according  to  their  own  confession,  to  promote 
the  views  of  the  Mormon  sect  in  Munich  also:  that  is  to  say,  to  work  for  the  fnrtner 
development  and  extension  of  the  ends  aimed  at  by  the  Mormons,  and  for  this  ob- 
ject to  even  solicit  public  subscription. 

As  appears  from  the  notices  often  contained  in  tie  **  Star,"  the  Mormon  agitation  re- 
ferred to  also  aims  at  winning;  emigrants  to  Utah,  since,  according  to  the  above-meu- 
tioned  notices,  numerous  subjects  of  the  Empire  and  of  Bavaria  have,  under  the  man- 
agement and  doubtless  with  the  pecuniary  assistance  of  the  Mormon  emissaries, 
•emigrated  to  Salt  Lake,  sailing  for  the  purpose  from  non-German  ports. 

The  archiepiscopal  office  of  this  city  nas  already  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the 
serions  nature  of  the  extension  of  the  Mormon  sect  here. 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Mormon  emissaries  and  to  their  agitation,  generally 
carried  on  very  secretly,  attempts  will,  it  is  supposed,  be  made  to  win  more  proselytes, 
especially  among  school  children,  for  their  sect. 

The  periodic  return  of  the  two  officially  appointed  emissaries  to  Bavaria  is  to  be 
feared,  and  the  fontinuauce  of  thrir  proselyte- making,  in  spite  of  the  surveillance  es- 
tablished, and  of  the  issue  of  the  decree  prohibiting  the  holding  by  them  of  common 
religious  exercises. 

The  endeavors  of  the  Mormon  sect  not  being  compatible  with  the  existing  state  and 
social  order,  and  the  activity  of  the  two  before-named  emissaries  in  promoting  the 
same  appearing  to  be  also  objectionable  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  section  144  of  the 
imperial  }>enal  code,  I  consider  that  the  removal  of  those  persons  is  urgently  de- 
manded. I  permit  myself  to  submit,  in  tbe  highest  quarter,  the  respectful  motion  that 
William  C.  A.  Smoot,  jr.,  and  James  C.  Jennings  l>e  expelled  from  Bavarian  territory,  un- 
der article  50,  subdivision  2  of  the  law  of-;  .Af-^-iJ^^ , concerning  residence,  marri 

2o  reb.,  1872 
and  domicile,  in  the  interests  of  the  public  welfare. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  police  protocol  concerning  the  Mormon  sect  in  Munich,  to- 
gether with  the  several  numbers  of  the  *♦  Star"  for  1883  and  1884. 
Yours,  &c.. 

Baron  von  PECHMANN. 
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[Inclosnre  4  to  dlspfttoh  No.  41.  -TrmnsuSon.  1 

(K.  B.  St.  M.  of  the  interior  concerning  the  expnlsion  of  the  Mormon  emissaries  Willmm 
C.  A.  Smoot  and  James  C.  Jennings,  of  Salt  Lake,  Utah,  from  the  Kingdom  of  Ba- 
varia, under  cover  of  the  royal  state  ministry  of  the  interior  for  cbnrohes  and 
school  affairs,  and  to  all  royal  governmental  chambers  of  the  interior.) 

The  royal  Bavarian  department,  minUtry  of  the  interior,  to  tke  royal  police  direction^ 

Munich. 

Munich,  May  24,  1884. 
The  following  persons,  (a)  William  C.  A.  Smoot,  jr.,  bom  March  8, 1853,  (6)  James  C. 
Jennings,  born  Julie  16, 1864,  both  of  Salt  Lake,  in  the  American  Territory  of  Ufah, 
are  upon  the  immediate  report  made  to  the  royal  state  ministry  of  the  interior  under 
date  of  the  14th  instant,  and  in  accordance  with  article  50,  subdivision  2,  of  the  law  of 
J6  April,  ^^^  concerning  residence,  marriage,  and  domicile,  are  hereby  expelled  fix)m 

the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  they  having,  according  to  their  own  confession,  been  so- 
journing in  the  Kingdom  for  the  pnrpose  of  agitating  for  the  extension  of  the  Mormon 
sect  therein,  the  views  of  which  sect  are  in  conflict  with  the  existing  state  and  social 
order,  and  seem  to  call  for  the  expulsion  of  these  persons  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
welfare. 
The  inclosurcs  of  the  renort  are  hereby  returned. 

Baron  von  FREILITZ8CH. 


[Inclosore  5  to  dispatch  No.  41.— TransbitioD.] 

The  magistrate  of  Nuremberg  to  Mr,  DunkeUhUhler, 

NuRBMBKRO,  September  20,  1884. 
Referring  to  your  esteemed  letter  of  the  6th,  and  to  our  reply  thereto  of  the  9tb 
instant  (being  a  letter  announcing  the  expulsion  of  Smoot  and  Jennings),  in  reply 
thereto  we  have  the  honor  to  further  communicate  that  there  is  at  present  sojourn- 
ing in  this  cit^  another  Mormon  emissary,  named  Lyman,  of  the  city  of  Provo,  Utah^ 
and  that  in  his  possession  there  has  been  found  and  seized  much  material  concerning 
the  Mormons  of  this  place,  and,  in  particular,  a  baptismal  register  kept  down  to  the 
month  of  August  last.  We  have  raised  the  question  of  Lvman's  expulsion,  aqd  shall 
not  fail  to  make  further  communication  as  to  the  result  of  the  matter. 

V.    HALBER. 

8CHRINDEL. 


No.  134. 

Mr.  KasBon  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  October  27,  1884.  (Received  November  11.) 
Sm:  Eeferring  to  your  instruction  No.  278  and  to  my  No.  41, 1  beg  here- 
with to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to  the  foreign  office  requesting 
its  mediation  to  convey  the  thanks  of  my  Government  to  the  authorities 
for  their  action  against  the  recruiting  going  on  in  Bavaria  of  Mormon 
polygamists  for  transport  to  the  United  States. 

As  any  action  of  expulsion  of  Americans  claiming  converts  in  the 
name  of  religion  passes  over  dangerous  roads,  I  beg  your  attention  to 
the  grounds  tipon  which  I  placed  your  approval  of  the  proceedings  in 
Bavaria. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KASSON. 
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[InolMore  in  No.  53.— TnoaUtion.] 

Mr,  Ka$son  io  Count  Haizfeldt. 

Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Berlin,  October  84,  1884. 

The  undersigned,  envoy,  &c.,  has  been  advised,  through  the  American  consols  at 
Hunich  and  ^  arember^,  of  certain  proceedings  taken  by  the  royal  police  boards  of 
those  cities,  and  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  latter  city,  aud  by  the  roval  Bavarian 
government  of  Mittelfranken  and  the  royal  Bavarian  state  ministry  of  the  interior 
for  chnrch  and  school  affairs  for  putting  an  end  to  the  efforts  made  by  certain  Mor- 
mon missionaries,  called  Hafen,  Jennings,  Smoot,  and  Lyman,  to  persuade  men  and 
women  in  that  province  to  emigrate  to  the  region  of  Utah,  in  order  to  join  there  the 
«o-caUed  Churcn  of  the  Latter-Bay  Saints.  The  doctrine  of  polygamy  there  incul- 
cated and  practiced  is  in  direct  violation  of  th«  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
unlawful  system  is  recruited  chiefly  by  inducing  foreigners  to  join  them  in  their  crim- 
inal habits. 

lu  view  of  this  fact  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  request  the  mediation  of  his 
excellency  Count  Hatzfeldt,  imperial  secretary,  &c.,  to  convey  the  thanks  of  the 
Government  at  Washington  to  the  authorities  named  for  their  efforts  to  stop  this  un- 
lawful and  injurious  recruiting  for  purposes  which  violate  alike  the  usages  of  Chris- 
tian civilization  and  the  provisions  of  American  law. 
The  undersigned  assures,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KASSON. 


No.  135. 

Mr,  Kasson  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

IS^o.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  November  3, 1884.    (Received  November  17.) 

SiE:  Accompanying  this  dispatch  I  transmit  a  report  (prepared  by 
First  Secretary  Coleman)  of  the  military  cases  disposed  of  since  the 
last  previous  report  from  this  legation.  The  iuclosure  embraces  Nos. 
102,  103,  104,  106,  108,  109,  110,  111,  112,  113,  114.  One  old  case, 
that  of  Lonis  Lang  (No.  107),  remains  without  notice  of  final  decis- 
ion from  foreign  office,  although  the  complainant  long  since  returned 
to  the  United  States,  the  execution  of  the  judgment  being  suspended. 

There  are  five  more  recent  cases  (Nos.  115,  116,  117, 118, 119)  now 
pending,  four  of  which  have  arisen  since  my  arrival  in  September,  and 
all  of  which  received  the  immediate  attention  of  this  legation.  Two  of 
these  cases  are  complaints  against  expulsion  from  the  Empire  of  Ameri- 
•can  citizens. 

•  There  are  numerous  cases,  outside  of  those  reported,  of  which  this 
legation  has  been  able  to  obtain  satisfactory  settlement  by  its  corrC' 
6pondence  with  the  complainants,  and  through  them  with  the  local 
■authorities. 

I  have,  &o., 

JOHN  A.  KASSON. 


[Incloeure  in  No.  61.] 

Annual  report  of  military  caseB, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin y  November  3,  1884. 
(102)  Max  Winkelhauaen.^Born  at  Danzig,  Prussia,  March  14, 1856;  emigrated  May 
7,  1876,  when  twenty  years  of  age;  naturalized  Aucust  28,  1882. 

After  further  correspondence,  on  April  21,  1883,  the  facts  in  detail  were  commani- 
-cated  to  this  legation,  and  on  the  same  day  the  legation  intervened  at  the  foreign  of- 
:fice,  suhniitting  the  facts  in  the  case,  from  which  it  appears  that  Winkelhausen  had 
jretnrned  in  January,  1882,  on  a  visit  to  his  native  place,  where  he  was  arrested  on. 
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the  19rh  of  the  following  montbf  for  alleged  evasiou  of  military  duty,  and  not  set  at 
Jiberty  an  til  he  bad  paid  a  fipe  of  150  marks,  which  he  paid  under  protest,  and  to 
avoid  being  imprisoned  for  the  period  of  four  creeks.  This  action  by  the  anthorities 
had  been  taken  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Wiukelhausen's  certilicate  of  natural- 
ization had  been  deposited  with  the  local  police  authorities.  The  foreisn  office  was 
requested  to  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made,  and  the  amount  of  the  fine  to  be  re- 
tnrned  if  the  essential  facts  of  the  case  were  found  to  l>e  as  stated. 

Winftelhanseu's  certificate  of  naturalization  and  his  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the 
fiue  were  inclosed  with  the  note  of  intervention.  On  the  2r)th  of  April  the  foreign 
odice  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  conmiunication,  and  stated  that  an  investiga- 
tion had  been  ordeicd.  On  the  8th  of  May  following,  Winkelhausen  informed  the 
legation  that  he  desired  to  have  his  certificate  of  naturalization  back,  a8  he  mnst 
speedily  njturn  to  the  United  States,  and  tbat  he  had  empowered  bis  brother,  at  Dan- 
2ig,  to  receive  his  fiue  when  it  should  be  returned.  On  October  31  fullowiug,  the  for- 
eign office  informed  the  legation  that  the  fine  had  been  remitted  and  the  return  of 
ib»^  amount  paid  ordei-ed.  The  foreign  office  at  the  same  time  returned  Winkelbausen's 
papers,  which  were  on  the  same  day  sent  to  his  brother,  at  Danzig,  with  notice  of  the 
ciecision. 

(103)  MarouB  Broom,— ^ovu  at  Neustadt-on-the-Warthe,  in*  Germany,  November  17, 
lno4 ;  emigrated  October  24,  lc^70,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  the  United  6tates ;  natural- 
ized October  9, 18??0. 

After  some  correspoudence,  the  facts  in  detail  respecting  his  case  were  communi- 
cated to  the  legation  on  May  IB,  1883,  and  on  that  day  the  legation  submitted  to  the 
foreign  office  his  complaint  that  the  local  authorities  at  Neustadt,  to  which  place  he 
had  returned  April  '^iO,  18H2,  were  seeking  to  enforce  the  payment  of  a  fine  of  200 
marks  by  collection  fnmi  the  firm  of  Gebrueder  Brumm,  at  tbat  place,  of  which  Mar- 
■cas  Broom  was  a  member,  the  tine  having  been  imposed  for  alleged  evasion  of  mili- 
tary doty  in  Germany  by  the  land  court  ar  Ostrowo.  The  foreign  office  was  requested 
to  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  and  the  fine  to  be  remitted,  the  facts  proving 
to  be  as  stated.  Broom  was  on  the  same  daj  informed  that  the  legation  had  inter- 
vened in  his  behalf. 

After  some  further  correspondence,  the  legation,  on  the  29th  of  November  following, 
notified  Broom  of  the  favorable  conclusion  of  the  investigation  in  his  case,  the  foreign 
office  having  on  that  day  informed  the  legation  that  his  fine,  together  with  the  costs. 
Lad  been  remitted. 

The  circumstance  of  his  being  engaged  in  business  in  Germany,  and  of  his  having 
changed  his  name  from  **Brumm"  to  **  Broom"  in  the  United  States,  before  his  return 
to  his  native  place,  probably  contributed  to  the  exceptionally  long  time  consumed 
in  the  settlement  of  his  case. 

(104)  Henry  Bendixen. — Bom  at  Neisgau,  districtof  Flensburg,  Germany,  September 
^,  1^54;  emigrated,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  July,  1873,  to  the  United  States;  nattir- 
alized  November,  1882. 

After  some  correspondence,  thf)  facts  in  detail  concerning  his.  case  were  communi- 
cated to  the  legation  on  June  23, 1883.  The  legation  on  the  same  day  submitted  to  the 
foreign  office  his  complaint  of  the  treatment  he  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  local 
Aothorities,  it  appearing  that  he  had  returned  to  Germany  on  May  5,  1883,  to  make  a 
hrief  visit  to  his  relations,  intending  to  return  to  the  United  States  in  the  month  of 
August  following;  that  upon  a  summouM  from  the  hardesrogi,  received  very  shortly 
after  his  arrival,  he  delivered  up  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  under  an  assurance 
that  it  shoold.80on  be  returned;  that  it  was,  however,  still  retained  by  the  local  uu- 
tborities,  although  its  return  had  been  repeatedly  requested.  He  had  been  informed 
ih.u  be  must  pay  a  fine  of  150  marks,  with  28  marks  costs,  for  evasion  of  military  duty 
in  Germany^  or  suffer  imprisonment,  which  he  paid  to  avoid  the  penalty. 

The  legation  expressed  the  hope  that  the  foreign  office  w.ould,  if  the  facts  were,  upon 
investigatioD,  found  to  be  true,  cause  all  proceeding  against  Bendixen  to  be  discon- 
tiuaed,  and  the  fine  and  his  certificate  of  naturalization  to  be  returned,  adding  that 
it  bad  not  been  able  to  verify  his  statement  as  to  his  natoralization,  owing  to  the 
circumstances  that  his  proof  of  the  fact  was  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities. 
The  legation  informed  Bendixen  on  the  same  day  of  its  intervention  on  his  bebalf.  A 
few  davs  later  the  legation  transmitted  to  the  foreign  office  Bendixen's  certificate  of 
naturalization,  which  had  in  the  mean  time  been  received  from  him,  the  authorities 
having  given  it  him  back. 

After  some  correspondence  with  Bendixen  relating  to  his  desire  to  be  fornishcd 
vithsome  pax»er  to  be  used  in  lieu  of  his  certificate  of  naturalization  in  facilitating 
hi>  departure  from  Germany  for  the  United  States,  which  the  legation  gave  him,  and 
relating  also  to  his  wish  to  have  his  case  speedily  settled,  the  legation,  on  December 
20  following,  again  called  the  attention  of  the  foreign  office  to  the  same,  notifying 
Beudixen  on  the  same  day  that  it  had  done  so.  This  communication  the  foreign  office 
acknowledged  on  the  29th  of  that  month,  and  on  January  26  following  informed  the 
l«^tion  that  the  fine  and  the  costs  had  been  remitted  and  the  return  of  the  same 
ordered.    Bendixen  was  at  once  informed  of  these  facts,  and  on  the  29th  of  Febru- 
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ary  iDformed  the  lesation,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  it  from  the  Uuited  States,  that  he 
had  received  back  bin  fine  und  papers. 

(105)  Already  reported.  (See  Carl  W.  Geiler's  case,  reported  by  Minister  Sargeot 
with  his  dispatch  No.  203,  of  October  20,  lt&\.) 

(106)  Gwrge  E.  de  la  £ot.— Born  at  Berlin,  Jane  25,  1856 ;  emigrated,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  in  October,  1672,  to  the  United  States;  naturalized  October  14,  1876.    ' 

He  called  at  the  legation  on  July  19,  1883,  and  stated  his  case  fnlly  in  person.  The 
legation  submitted  it  to  the  foreign  office  on  the  same  day,  as  follows:  He  had  re- 
turned to  Berlin  in  May,  1681,  on  a  visit  intended  to  last  t^omonths.  While  he  was 
in  the  United  States,  viz,  on  May  1,  1880,  the  land  court  at  Berlin  had  entered  a  fin<»^ 
including  costs,  of  leO  marks,  for  evasion  of  military  duty  in  Germany,  with  the  al- 
ternative of  one  month's  impri(>onment.  He  had  now  been  served  with  the  process  of 
said  court  in  execution  of  said  judgment,  and  had  been  informed  that  he  must  forth- 
with pay  said  tine  or  suffer  such  imprisonment-^  although  he  had  exhibited  to  the  court 
his  certificate  of  naturalization.  The  legation  inclosed  to  the  foreign  office  Mr.  de 
la  Roi's  certificate  of  naturalization  and  the  decree  of  the  court,  requesting  that  if 
upon  investigation  the  facts  stated  were  found  correct  he  should  be  relieved  from  the 
operation  of  the  said  judgment. 

On  July  23  the  foreign  office  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  legation's  note  of 
intervention,  and  on  October  31  following  informed  the  legation  that  the  fine  and 
costs  had  been  remitted,  and  returned  de  la  Roi's  papers,  which  were  transmitted 
to  him  by  the  legation,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  decision  in  his  case,  on  the  same 
day. 

(107)  Loni$  Zfliv.— Unfinished. 

(108)  Klau9  H,  FriedridMtn.— Bom ,  1857,  at  Meggorsdorf,  Schleswig; 

emigrated  February  20,  1878,  to  the  United  States;  naturalized  March  28,  1883. 

After  some  correspondence  with  Friedrichsen's  father,  the  legation  was  furnished 
with  the  detailed  facts  in  the  case  on  October  22, 1883,  and  on  the  same  day  submitted 
the  following  statements  to  the  foreign  office : 

Having  returned  to  his  native  place  on  a  visit  to  his  parents  in  Mav,  1883,  he  was, 
on  the  16th  of  July  following,  altuongh  he  exhibited  his  certificate  of  naturalization, 
forced  by  the  police  authorities  to  pay  a  fine  of  150  marks,  for  alleged  evasion  of  mili- 
tary duty  in  Germany. 

On  the  15th  of  August  following  Friedriohsen  returned  to  the  UuittMl  States,  and 
now  requested  that  tue  fine  he  had  paid  should  be  returned  to  his  father.  Friedrich- 
seu's  certificate  of  naturalization  was  inclosed,  and  rhe  foreigu  office  requested  to 
cause  the  tine  to  be  remitted  and  to  be  returned  to  his  father,  who  was  at  once  in- 
formed that  the  legation  had  intervened  in  behalf  of  his  mm. 

On  the  27th  of  October  the  foreign  olfice  ackuowledged  the  receipt  of  the  legation's 
commuuication,  and  on  July  18  following  informed  it  that  the  fine  had  been  remitted 
and  repayment  ordered,  returning  at  the  same  time  Friedrichsen's  certificate  of  natu- 
ralization, which  was  tue  same  day  transmitted  to  his  father,  with  notice  of  the  de- 
cision. 

(109)  Peter  B.  Bioden^n. — Boru  at  KUntum,  island  of  Fohr,  Germany,  September  13, 
1855;  emigrate<l  March '^^S,  1873;  naturalized  June  18,  1880. 

After  some  previous  correspondence  with  Brodersen,  the  legation  was,  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  1884,  furnished  by  him  with  the  full  facts  in  his  case,  which  were  presented  to 
the  foreign  office  on  the  same  day,  as  follows : 

Brodersen  returned  to  his  uative  laud  on  a  visit  in  August,  1883,  and  on  the  16th 
of  November  follovfing  was  compelled  by  the  local  authorities  to  pay  a  fine  amount- 
ing, with  costs,  to  207  marks  and  20  pfennigs.  Brodorsen's  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion aud  the  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the  fine  were  inclosed  to  the  foreign  office, 
with  request  that  the  fine  be  repaid  to  Brodersen,  who  purposed  returning  to  the  United 
States  in  the  month  of  April  following. 

It  appeared  further  that  Brodersnu  had,  upon  his  arrival  at  his  native  place,  de- 
posited his  certiticate  of  uatnralizution  with  the  local  authorities,  with  the  request 
that  he  be  f^ermitted  to  sojourn  in  Germany  for  some  months,  in  reply  to  which  re- 

a  nest  they  informed  him  that  two  years'  resideuce  would  be  allowed  him,  providetl  he 
id  not  incite  others  to  emigrate.  The  authtnities  had,  however,  after  he  had  so- 
journed at  Klintum  for  two  months,  compelled  him  to  pay  the  fine  referred  to,  im- 
posed for  evasion  of  military  duty,  under  penalty  of  four  weeks'  imprisonment. 

Brodersen  was  immediately  informed  of  the  legation's  intervention,  and  on  the  17th 
of  December  the  foreign  office  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  its  communication. 

Thereafter  some  correspondence  occurrml  between  Brodersen  and  the  legation  re- 
lating to  his  desire  to  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  in  lieu  of  his  certificate  of  natu- 
ralization, still  in  the  hands  of  the  foreign  office,  to  facilitate  his  early  departure  from 
Germany  to  the  United  States,  which  was  furnished  him.  On  the  18th  of  July  fol- 
lowing the  foreign  office  informed  the  legation  that  Brodersen's  fine  had  been  remitted, 
with  tne  costs,  and  returne«l  his  papers,  which  were  transmitted  to  Brodersen,  to- 
gether with  notice  of  the  decision  by  the  legation,  on  the  same  day. 
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(110)  Guatav  Held, — Born  at  Frankfort-on-the-Oder,  Germany,  June  29,  1851; 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  in  Mardh,  1874 ;  uatnral- 
ized  February  17,  1883. 

The  legation  submitted  Hold's  case  to  the  foreign  office  on  December  13,  1883,  he 
baring  on  that  day  called  in  person  and  stated  his  case.  His  complaint  submitted 
to  the  foreign^ office  was  as  follows :  After  serving  two  years  in  the  German  army  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  emigrated  to  the  United  Stat'es.  He  returned  on 
Jnly  30,  1883,  on  a  visit  to  his  native  country,  and  on  the  13th  of  December  follow- 
ing received  a  summons  from  the  Amts-court  at  Berlin,  to  which  city  he  had  come 
with  the  purpose  of  i*e8iding  there  for  two  years,  to  pay  a  fine  of  30  marks,  the  de- 
mand for  which  had  been  ^rwarded  for  collection  by  the  Amts-court  at  his  native 
place,  Frankfort-on-the-Oder. 

The  legation  inclosed  Held's  ct^rtificate  of  naturalization,  requesting  that  the  fine 
paid  by  him,  under  threat  of  imprisonment,  might  be  repaid  if  the  facts  stated  were 
found  upon  investigation  to  be  correct.  The  foreign  office  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  this  communication  on  the  22d  of  December,  and  on  the  26th  of  September  fol- 
lowing informed  the  legation  that  the  fine  had  been  remitted,  and  returned  Held's 
certificate  of  naturalization,  which  was  on  the  same  day  transmitted  to  him,  with  in- 
telligence of  the  decision  reached. 

(111)  Adolph  Gerson.—BoTW  at  Inowraclow,  Prussia,  December,  29,  1855;  emi- 
grated to  the  United  State^  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  September,  1873;  naturalized 
May  2fi,  1880. 

After  a  lengthy  correspondence,  Gerson  at  last  furnished  the  legation  with  the 
Heeded  facts  in  his  case  on  April  12,  1H84,  and  on  the  same  day  the  legation  presented 
his  complaint  to  the  foreign  office,  as  follows:  Having  returned  to  Germany  on  a  visit 
May  26.  1883,  Gerson  was,  in  June  of  that  year,  compelled  by  the  authoiiUes  of  Ino- 
wraclow to  pay  a  fine  of  200  marks,  for  non-performance  of  military  duty.  The  lega- 
tion added  the  usual  request  for  an  investigation  of  the  case  and  the  remission  of 
the  fine,  and  inclosed  Gerson's  certificate  of  naturalization.  On  the  21st  of  April 
the  foreign  office  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  legation's  communication.  After 
some  intermediate  correspondence  between  the  legation  and  Gerson  touching  the 
progress  made  in  the  case,  the  foreign  office  informed  the  legation  that  his  fine  and 
costs  had  been  remitted,  and  returned  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  which  the 
legation  transmitted  to  Gerson  on  the  same  day,  with  notice  of  the  result  reached  in 
his  case. 

(112)  John  Kuhia. — Born  at  Nenteich,  Prussia,  February  28, 1851;  emigrated,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  to  the  United  States,  in  April,  1876;  naturalized  December  27, 
1§^1. 

After  some  correspondence,  Knb;s  furnished  the  legation  with  the  details  of  his 
caae  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1884,  and  cm  the  same  day  the  legation  submitted  to  the 
foreign  office  his  complaint,  which  was  as  follows:  Kubis  returned  to  Germany  on  a 
visit  ou  the  26th  of  March,  1884,  and  while  staying  with  his  brother  at  Dratzig,  Brom- 
berg,  was,  on  the  3d  day  of  April  following,  forced  by  the  local  authorities  to  pay  a 
fineof  TiO  marks  and  25  pfennigs,  for  alleged  evasion  of  military  duty  in  Germany,  un- 
der a  judgement  by  the  royal  schoffen  court  of  Filchoe. 

Thv  legation  inclosed  the  receipt  for  the  payment  of  the  fine,  and  Kubis*s  certifi- 
<»te  of  naturalization,  with  a  request  that  the  case  be  investigated  and  the  fine  re- 
tomed  if  the  essential  facts  were  found  to  be  correctly  stated. 

On  April  25  this  communication  was  acknowledged  by  the  foreign  office. 

After  this  ensued  some  correspondence  between  the  legation  and  Kubis  concerning 
a  paper  which  he  needed  in  lieu  of  his  certificate  of  naturalization,  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  foreign  office,  to  enable  him  to  embark  from  a  German  port  for  the  United 
States,  which  paper  the  legation  furnished  him. 

On  August  16  following  the  foreign  office  informed  the  legation  that  Kubis's  fine 
bad  been  remitted  and  its  repayment  ordered,  returning  at  the  same  time  his  certificate 
of  naturalization,  which  was  on  the  same  day  forwanled  to  him  by  the  legation,  with 
notice  of  the  remission  and  repayment  of  his  fine. 

(113)  Casper  yagel^ — Bom  at  Nierentrop,  Prussia,  August  27, 1854 ;  emigrated,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  to  the  United  States,  August  20, 1874  ;  naturalized  April  30,  1883. 

After  much  correspondence  between  Nagel  and  the  legation,  and  with  some  hesita- 
tion on  its  part,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  appeared  to  have  deserted  from  the  German 
array  before  emigration,  although  he  denied  having  done  so,  the  legation  having  been 
ftirniahed  with  the  needed  details  in  his  case,  submitted  his  complaint  to  the  loreign 
<^ce  on  May  5,  1884,  as  follows: 

Having  returned  to  Germany  on  June  9,  188Ji,  Nagel  was  informed  that  an  at- 
tachment of  GOO  marks,  for  evasion  of  military  duty,  had  been  laid  upon  his  property. 
Hnder  date  of  May  3, 1H84,  he  wrote  to  the  legation  that  he  ha<l,  on  March  18  last,  been 
*iTested  at  his  home  in  Nierentrop  and  taken  to  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  where  he 
VM  detained  at  the  garrison  hospital.    Nagel's  certificate  of  naturalization  was  in- 
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closed,  with  the  request  that  the  case  might  be  immediately  investigated,  as  he  desired 
to  return  to  America  at  once. 

On  May  10  this  commnnication  was  acknowledged,  and  on  the  I6th  of  July  fol- 
lowing the  foreign  office  informed  the  legation  that  Nagel  had,  on  attaining  the  proper 
age,  been  duly  enrolled  as  a  recruit  in  the  infantry  of  the  guard,  and  granted  a  leare 
of  absence  before  being  assigned  to  a  legiment,  during  which  absence  he  emigrated, 
and  was  in  consequeuce  considered  a  deserter,  and  sentenced,  in  conticiNacuim,  to  a  fin« 
of  600  marks.  This  provisional  sentence  was  cancelled  on  his  return,  and  he  was  sen- 
tenced, as  a  deserter,  to  seven  months'  imprisonment.  As  his  bodily  ailments  made  him 
at  present  unfit  for  military  duty,  he  had  been  taken,  upon  his  arrest,  to  the  hospital 
at  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

The  legation,  under  date  of  July  17,  1884  (dispatch  307),  reported  the  case  fully  U 
the  Department  of  State,  and  also  communicated  the  decision  to  Nagel,  returning  to 
him  at  the  same  time  his  certificate  of  naturalization. 

(114)  Charles  Beupert — Bom  at  Gelsenkirchen,  Prussia,  Septeiiber  12,  1861 ;  emi- 
grated at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  to  the  United  States;  naturalized  June  30,  1884. 

The  legation  having  on  the  SOth  of  July,  1884,  been  placed  by  the  American  consn- 
late  at  Barmen  in  possession  of  the  necessary  details  in  Reupert's  case,  intervened  for 
him  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  same  day,  submitting  his  complaints,  as  follows: 

Having  returned  in  the  early  part  of  July,  1884,  to  Germany  to  visit  his  parents,  re- 
siding at  Bran  Bauerschaft,  in  Westphalia,  Reupert  was,  on  the  23d  of  that  month, 
arrested  bv  the  military  authorities  at  Wesel  and  enrolled  for  three  years'  service 
in  the  Fitty-sixth  Infantry  Regiment.  The  foreign  office  was  requested,  in  view  of 
the  circumstances,  to  cause  Reupert  to  be  released  from  military  service  pending  the 
investigation  of  the  case,  and  to  grant  him  a  full  discharge  from  all  military  obli^- 
tions  or  penaJties  if  the  facts  should  be  found  to  be  as  stated,  and  inclo8e<l  his  oertift- 
cate  of  naturalization.  This  commnnication  was  acknowledged  on  the  5th  of  August 
following. 

After  some  correspondence  between  Reupert  and  the  legation  as  to  the  progrees 
made  in  his  case,  the  foreign  office,  on  the  9th  of  October  following,  returned  Renpen^i 
certificate  of  naturalization  and  informed  the  legation  that  he  had  been  discharged 
from  the  army,  adding  that  he  had  made  no  claim  whatever  of  American  citizenshiip 
when  arrested  for  enrollment  in  the  army.  Reupert  and  the  consulate  at  Barmen  wer« 
at  once  informed  of  this  result,  and  Reupert's  certificate  of  naturalisation  ws^  returned 
to  him. 


No.  136. 
Mr,  Kasson  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Ko.  74.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlinj  November  17,  1884.    (Received  December  1.) 

Sir:  Among  the  many  legal  questions  arising  under  our  naturaliza- 
tion laws  and  treaty  upon  which  I  am  required  to  give  opinions  at  thie 
legation  there  is  one  case  that  of  Augustus  Reichard,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  State.  Its  reply  (Marck 
19, 1884),  as  he  claimed,  still  left  him  in  doubt  touching  his  rights,  and 
now  he  appeals  to  this  legation. 

After  an  examination  of  the  text  of  the  German  law  of  naturalization^ 
I  sent  him  a  reply  as  full  and  explicit  as  possible.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  that  the  opinion  of  his  rights  and  liabilities,  and  those  of  his  fam- 
ily, under  the  treaty  of  1868,  as  expressed  in  my  reply  to  his  letter,  is 
concurred  in  by  the  Department. 

Copies  of  his  letter  and  of  my  answer  are  herewith  inclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 


[Incloflare  1  in  Ko.  74.  J 
Mr.  Beichard  io  Mr,  Kasaon, 

Drbsdbn,  Navtmhar  10,  1884. 
Sir  :  As  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  take  the  liberty  to  transmit  nnder  cover 
a  letter  to  the  ministry  of  foreisp  affairs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Pmsua,  Berlin,  and  respect- 
tuUj  to  request  that  the  same  be  forwarded  throngh  yonr  kind  offices,  as  in  this  wi^ 
■aid  commnnication  will  natnraUy  receire  a  more  attentive  consideration. 
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Tbe  object  of  roy  addressing  the  Prussian  ministry  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  uu' 
thorities  here  mi^ht  possibly  look  upon  my  prolonged  stay  in  Germany,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  as  being  in  conflict  with  the  Bancrott  treaty  of  22d  February,  1868,  so 
fkr  as  my  claims  to  the  preservation  of  my  prerogatives  as  an  American  citizen  are 
ooDcemed.  In  said  letter  I  state  that  I  was  born  in  1820,  in  the  then  Kingdom  of 
Hftuover,  now  a  Prussian  province  ;  that  I  fulfilled  my  military  obligations  in  1840, 
emigrat^jid  to  New  Orleans  in  1844,  made  my  declaration  to  become  an  American 
citizen  on  21th  January,  1850,  and  received  the  certificate  of  my  American  citizenship 
on  4th  November,  1853,  which  certificate  is  now  in  my  possession.  I  further  state  that 
in  1881  my  health  became  so  deplorable  that  my  physicians  declared  that  the  only 
meaos  of  saving  my  life  were  a  radical  change  of  climate,  free  from  the  excessive  heat 
of  American  summen*,  and  a  prolonged  use  of  the  mineral  waters  of  Germany.  Con- 
•eqaently  I  settled  here  in  Dresden  in  the  summer  of  1881 ;  returned  to  New  Orleans 
last  winter  for  six  months,  partly  to  attend  to  my  business  there,  partly  to  ascertain 
whether  my  somewhat  improved  health  would  withstand  the  climate.  This,  as  soon 
utbe  heat  recommenced,  was  by  no  means  the  case,  and  my  physicians  declareil  most 
emphatically  that  I  must  stay  away  for  several  years  more.  In  obtaining  my  new 
pMsport  at  Washington  my  attention  for  the  first  time  was  called  to  the  detailH  of 
the  BanorofI;  treaty,  by  our  Louisiana  Senators,  Hoi).  B.  F.  Jonas  and  General  Randall 
Lee  Gibeon,  who  aidvised  me  to  be  very  careful  not  to  omit  anything  which  mi^ht  be 
neeessary  to  avoid  being  mixed  up  with  the  stipulations  of  Article  IV  of  said  treaty. 
Under  tbeae  circumstances^  I  thought  it  advisable  to  address  the  Hon.  Frederick  T. 
Frelinshnysen  and  to  request  to  be  enlightened  on  the  following  three  points,  viz  : 

(1)  On  my  return  to  Germany  I  intend  to  place  on  record  with  the  United  States 
legation  at  Berlin  my  declaration  that  although  the  state  of  my  health  may  necessi- 
tate a  stay  in  Germanv  for  more  than  two  years,  it  is  my  intention  to  preserve  for 
myself  and  children  all  the  prerogatives  of  citizens  of  tne  United  States,  to  which 
eoontry  I  shall  return  as  soon  as  c&cnmstancee  may  permit.  Will  such  proceedings 
prBYent  the  German  authorities  from  calling  in  question  my  rights  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  of  my  children  T 

(2)  Suppose  the  above  declaration  should  not  have  the  desired  efiect  as  far  as  I  am 
pm)nally  concerned,  could  this  possibly  affect  the  status  of  my  children  (now  all 
minors)  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  where  they  were  all  bom,  the  father  being  a 
naloraiized  citizen,  the  mother  a  native  American ;  in  other  words,  would  the  altered 
state  of  citizenship  of  the  father  forcibly  bring  about  a  change  of  citizenship  of  hi» 
minor  children  and  his  native  American  wife  T 

(3)  If  none  of  the  above  points  could  be  decided  in  a  positive  manner,  would  my  i-c- 
(om  to  this  country  (United  States)  every  two  years,  for  a  limited  period,  remove  all 
donbts  and  difficulties  T 

In  reply  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen.  dated  19th 
March,  1{^,  which  I  beg  to  inclose  for  perusal ;  it  leaves  my  position  still  clouded  with 
donbt  Perhaps  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  might  have  been  more  positive  in 
his  reply  if  I  had  stated  to  him  the  positive  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  my 
Tills  here,  which  I  bought  at  a  very  low  price  from  a  returning  American,  my  whole 
fortane  is  invested  in  real  estate  in  Louisiana,  which  I  intend  to  retain  intact,  and  that, 
besides,  I  still  own  my  dwelling-house  in  New  Orleans,  with  the  intention  of  reo<cupy- 
ing  it  with  my  family  on  our  return.  I  really  believe  no  stronger  proof  could  be  ^iven 
of  my  intention  to  return  to  the  United  States,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  to  retain  my 
American  citizenship  of  nearly  one-third  of  a  century's  standing. 

On  my  return  here  I  had  several  conversations  on  the  subject  with  the  United 
States  consul  and  vice-consul,  who  are  both  of  the  opinion  that  inasmuch  as  I  had 
fnlfilled  my  military  obligation  before  emigrating,  having  been  for  more  than  thirty- 
one  years  an  American  citizen,  my  wife  and  children  being  native  Americans,  and,  more- 
OTer,  my  means  being  all  invested  in  the  United  States,  from  where  alone  I  draw  all 
my  income,  the  Bancroft  treaty  could  find  no  application  to  my  particular  case ;  and 
thiey  farther  state  that  they  know  of  many  similar  cases  where  the  individuals  hsive 
ne?erbeen  troubled  by  the  authorities  here.  They  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
ail  that  is  necessary  would  be  to  have  every  two  years  my  passport  renewed  at  the 
United  States  legation  in  Berlin,  and  they  think  that  perhaps,  in  onler  to  observe 
•veu  the  very  wording  of  Article  IV  of  the  Bancroft  treaty,  it  might  be  well  every 
^0  years  to  spend  a  certain  time  abroad. 

This  may  probably  be  your  opinion  likewise,  and  you  may  perhaps  consider  my  steps 
to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  Prussian  ministry  of  foreign  a^airs  as  altogether  unnec- 
«8ary ;  yet  I  thought  it  might  serve  to  remove  all  possibility  of  future  difficulties  with 
the  authorities  here,  as  also  in  such  cases  to  avoid  a  necessitated  intervention  of  the 
United  States  legation  in  the  future.  I  should  feel  under  great  obligations  if,  at  a 
oontenient  tim'e,  yon  would  kindly  do  me  the  favor  of  transmitting  to  me  the  views 
jw.  entertain  respecting  my  particular  case,  and 
Bemain,  &c., 

AUGUSTUS  REICHAKD, 

Bergeiraesef  16. 
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llnclosore  2  In  No.  74.] 

Mr,  Kasson  io  Mr.  Reichard, 

Legation  of  the  United  8tatbs, 

Berlin^  November  14,  1^84. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tbe  10th  iDstant  is  received.  With  it  you  incloee  a  commanica* 
tiou  addressed  to  tbe  QeniiHD  ministry  for  foreign  affairs,  and  request  that  the  aame 
he  transmitted  io  its  destination  by  this  legation,  in  order,  as  you  state,  that  it  may 
receive  more  attentive  consideration.  In  the  communication  to  this  legation,  as  well 
as  in  that  to  the  German  ministry,  yon  present  facts  relating  to  your  compliance  be- 
fore emigration  with  the  obligation  of  military  service  in  yonr  native  country,  yonr 
acquisition  of  citizenship  in  the  United  States,  and  yonr  places  of  residenoA  since, 
and  conclude  by  soliciting  both  from  this  legation  and  the  German  ministry  expres- 
eiouH  of  their  views  upon  your  case. 

The  essential  facts  stated  appear  to  be  tbe  following:  You  were  l>orn  in  Germany 
in  1820;  emigrated  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  to  the  United  States, 
-where  you  were  naturalized  January  21,  1850,  as  shown  by  a  certificate  of  nat- 
uralization now  in  your  possession;  that  in  the  summer  of  1881  you  returned  to  Geiv 
many  in  pursuit  of  health,  and  settled  at  Dresden;  that,  after  a  residence  in  Germany 
of  more  than  two  years,  yon  returned  last  winter  for  business  and  other  purposes  tlo 
the  United  States,  where  yon  spent  six  mouths;  that,  finding  the  American  climate 
still  injurious  to  your  health,  and  being  advised  by  your  physicians  to  absent  yonr- 
self  for  several  years  more,  you  returned  to  Germany,  after  obtaining  a  new  paasport 
from  the  Department  of  Stat-e,  and  after  making  yon rself  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  the  Bancroft  treaty,  with  the  special  view  of  guarding  yourself  against  tjbe  stipula- 
tion of  Article  IV  of  said  treaty.  You  also  state  that  you  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  your  case,  and  received,  under 
date  of  March  19,  1884,  a  reply  thereto  which  left  your  position  still  clouded  with 
doubt. 

You  quote  the  three  questions  submitted  in  your  communication  to  the  Department 
of  State,  and  request  this  legation  to  answer  them,  substantially  repeating  the  same 
inquirieB  in  your  iuclosure  addressed  to  the  German  Government. 

Briefly  stated,  you  wish  to  know  (1)  whether,  in  view  of  the  state  of  your  health, 
you  may  again  stay  in  Germany  for  more  than  two  years  withont  forfeiting  for 
yourself  or  children,  now  all  minors  and  born  in  the  United  States,  the  rights  of 
American  citizenship;  (2)  whether  a  possible  forcible  alteration  of  your  citizenship 
would  bring  about  a  change  iu  the  citizenship  of  your  minor  children  and  your  native 
American  wife;  (3)  would  your  return  to  the  United  States  every  two  years  for  a 
limited  period  remove  all  doubts  and  difficulties  t 

Replying  to  your  first  inquiry,  you  are  informed  that  Atrticle  IV  of  the  treaty  re- 
ferred to  leaves  it  optional  with  tbe  German  authorities  to  hold  that  the  renunciation 
of  American  citizenship  exists,  as  to  these  authorities,  after  yonr  residence  in  Ger- 
many shall  have  been  prolonged  beyond  the  period  of  two  years.  This  legation  cannot 
anticipate  the  action  thereon  of  the  German  Government.  But  if  they  should  so  hold, 
that  would  net  make  you  a  German  subject  without  voluntary  proceedings  taken  by 
yourself  therefor.  As  we  read  the  German  naturalization  law.  after  being  once  a 
citizen  of  another  country  you  can  again  become  a  German  subject  only  by  applying 
lor  naturalization  under  their  forms  of  law.  They  might  expel  you  from  Germany, 
but  cannot  make  you  a  subject  against  your  will. 

In  reply  to  your  second  inquiry,  your  children  were  all  born  in  America — "we  so 
underbtand  it — after  you  became  a  citizen.  They  are,  therefore,  native-bom  Ameri- 
can citizens,  and  can  become  liable  as  German  subjects  in  only  one  of  two  ways — (a) 
by  t  heir  father  becoming  a  German  subject  during  their  minority  and  while  they 
remain  under  paternal  control,  or  {b)  by  they  themselves  voluntarily  becoming 
naturalized  uoder  German  laws.  We  know  of  no  case  of  an  American-bom  oitisen 
being  put  into  the  army  as  a  German  subject,  without  the  father's  consent,  either  by 
natura'ization  or  expressly.  Your  own  naturalization  as  a  German  subject  wonld 
abandon  for  your  wife  and  for  your  minor  children,  at  least  till  thev  attain  their 
migority,  their  rights  as  American  citizens,  as  their  condition  always  JoUows  yours. 

In  reply  to  your  third  inquiry,  the  legation  is  of  opinion  that  recurring  visits  to 
(Germany,  not  prolonged  beyond  two  years,  are  permissible  under  the  treaty,  if  prteeded 
hy  bona  fide  resumptione  of  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  that  the  residence  of  six 
months  which  preceded  your  recent  return  to  Germany  should  be  regarded  as  such  a 
resideuce. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  legation,  the  German  Government  reserved  th<^  right  in  ques- 
tion in  ord!er  to  act  or  decline  to  act  upon  each  case  as  it  should  be  presented  at  the 
time  for  action,  without  interference  by  the  United  States.  We  do  not,  therdTore, 
believe  that  you  wonld  now  obtain  from  them  a  satisfactory  reply,  and  do  not  think  it 
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adviBable  to  transmit  Toar  application  to  them,  thus  calling  special  attention  to  your 
case  and  that  of  your  children.  The  only  effect,,  in  onr  view  of  the  case,  of  yoar  over- 
staying two  years  would,  be  to  give  the  German  authorities  the  right  to  say  (without 
our  interference)  that  yon  or  your  children,  or  both,  mnst  become  naturalized  or 
leave  the  country.  As  long  as  you  hold  to  the  bona  fide  intention  to  return  to  the 
United  States  to  reside  there  as  a  citizen,  ire  hold  you  and  your  minor  children  to  be 
still  American  citizens. 
Tour  inclosures  are  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  d^c, 

JOHN  A.  KAS80N. 


No.  137, 

Mr.  Kasson  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  99.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  8, 1884.    (Received  December  22.) 

Sib  :  BeferriDg  to  yonr  instruetion  No.  5,  of  the  22d  of  August  last, 
transmittiug  to  the  legation  certain  correspondence  relating  to  the 
threatened  seizure  of  the  inheritance  in  Germany  of  Charles  Weuiger, 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fine  assessed  against  him  for  the  non-performance  of  military 
service,  and  directing  that  the  case  be  investigated  and  such  action 
taken  as  the  facts  might  be  found  to  warrant,  I  have  thehonor  to  state 
that  the  action  taken  in  execution  of  your  instruction  by  this  legation 
has  resolted  in  the  discontinuance  of  proceedings  against  Weniger,  and 
in  the  striking  his  name  from  the  German  miliary  rolls. 

The  information  of  this  satisfactory  termination  of  Weniger's  case  is 
conveyed  in  a  note  received  from  the  foreign  office  to-day,  of  which  a 
translation  is  herewith  inclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KA8SON. 


[Inelomire  in  N«.  99.— Translation.] 
Count  BaUfeldt  to  Mr.  Ka$9on. 

Foreign  Office, 
Berliny  December  t,  1884. 

The' undersigned  has  the  honor,  recurring  to  his  note  of  October  3  last,  concerning 
Simon  Carl  Emil  Weni^r,  bom  at  Konigsee,  and  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  inform  Mr.  John  A.  Kasson,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
pleDipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  execution  of  the  penalty 
adjadged  against  Weniger  for  violation  of  military  duty  by  the  penal  chamber  of  the 
land  court  at  Rudolstaat,  has  been  discontinued,  and  that  his  name  has  been  stricken 
from  the  military  rolls. 

The  undersigned  renews,  &,c,, 

VON  HATZFELDT. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

No.  138. 

Jir.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  693.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  17,  1884.  (Received  February  2.) 
Sib  :  Referring  to  your  instruction  No.  688,  of  October  16,  1883, 1 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  correspondence,  since  the  recep- 
tion of  that  dispatch,  between  this  legation  and  the  foreign  office,  in 
reference  to  the  termination  of  certain  articles  of  the  treaty  of  May  8, 
1871. 

It  will  be  seen  by  Lord  Granville^s  note  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment accept  the  notice  of  the  termination  of  these  articles  of  the  treaty 
as  applying  to  Newfoundland  as  well  as  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


[Inolosore  1  in  No.  698.] 

Mr,  Lowell  to  Lord  Granville, 

Lboatiox  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  16,  1883. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  yonr  lordship's  note  of  the  22d  of  Angnst  last,  in  which 
your  lordship  inquired  whether,  in  acoeptinj;;  the  notice  which  I  gave  to  Her  M^Jesty^ 
Government,  on  the  2d  of  July  last,  that  the  provisions  of  articles  IS,  19,  20,  21,  x2, 
83,  24,  25,  and  30  of  the  treaty  of  May  8,  1871,  hetween  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain,  will  terminate  and  be  of  no  force  on  the  expiration  of  two  .years  from  the 
date  of  said  notice.  Her  Majesty's  Government  correctly  understand  the  intention  of 
the  United  States  Government  to  be  that  the  provisions  of  article  32,  which  relate  to 
Newfoundland,  shall  cease  to  be  in  force  and  operation  at  the  same  time  as  the  articles 
recited  in  the  notice  which  relate  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  lordship's  not«  to  tbe 
Depaitmeut  of  State. 

I  have  now  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  in  which  I  am  instructed  to 
inform  your  lordship  that  Fler  M^esty's  Government  correctly  understand  the  inteo- 
tion  of  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States  to  be  that  the  provisions  of  article  32  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington,  which  relate  to  Newfoundland,  shall  cease  to  be  in  force 
and  operation  at  the  same  time  as  the  articles  recited  in  the  notice  of  the  termina- 
tion given  by  me  on  the  2d  of  July  last  which  relate  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  states  that  your  lordship's  inquiry  does  not  appear  to  in%'i(e  any 
discuHsion  of  the  points  involved,  or  to  ask  anything  more  than  a  simple  declaration 
of  the  intention  of  the  United  States  Government  as  to  the  scope  of  the  notice  of  tbe 
termination  so  given.  He  states,  however,  for  my  information,  the  reasons  why  the 
thirty-second  article  must  be  considered  as  in  force  so  long  as  the  other  articles  which 
are  specifically  terminable  are  in  force.  As  bis  views  on  this  subject  may  be  interest- 
ing to  your  lordship,  I  venture  to  send  you  a  copy  of  his  dispatch,  although  I  have 
DO  instruction  to  do  so. 
I  have,  &,c., 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  008.] 

Lord  Oranville  to  Mr,  Lowell, 

Foreign  Office,  January  16,  1684. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  16th  of  No- 
vember last,  in  which  you  state  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States  that  the  provisions  of  article  32  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  which  re- 
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late  to  Newfoandland,  ahall  ceaHe  to  be  in  force  and  operation  at  the  same  time  as  th« 
articleB  recited  in  the  notice  of  termination  given  by  you  on  the  2d  of  July  last  which 
relate  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  accept  this  notic« 
MM  applyiDfr  to  Newfoundland  as  well  as  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
1  have,  Ste., 

GRANVILLE. 


Ko.  139. 

Mr,  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  704.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  2,  1884.  (Received  February  15.) 
SrR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  a  let- 
ter from  Earl  Northbrook,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  a  copy  of  which  I 
inclose  herewith,  conveying,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  the 
generous  offer  of  the  Alert  as  a  present  to  our  Government,  for  the 
Greely  relief  expedition. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  note  I  wrote  in  reply 
lo  his  lordship. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


[Inclogure  1  in  No.  704.— Private.] 

Lord  Narihhrook  to  Mr,  LotoelL 

Admiralty,  8.  W.,  February  1,  1884. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Lowkll:  Commander  Ghadwick  has  mentioued,  in  conversatioD  with 
Sir  Cooper  Key,  that  Her  Majesty's  ship  Alert  might  be  of  use  to  the  United  States 
Oovernineiit  in  an  expedition  to  be  dispatched  in  search  of  the  expedition  which  is 
niasinji;  in  the  Arctic  regions. 

I  writp  a  line  to  say  that  we  have  not  forgotten  the  very  considerate  conduct  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States  on  the  occasion  of  the  recovery  of  the  Resolute,  and 
that  if  you  should  be  instructed  to  make  any  suggestions,  through  the  usual  official 
•hannel,  that  the  Alert  would  be  of  any  use  to  the  United  States  Government,  we  shall 
be  happy  to  ask  you  to  accept  her  as  a  present. 
Yours,  very  sincerely, 

NORTHBROOK. 


(iDClotare  2  in  No.  704.— Private.] 

Mr,  Lowell  to  Lord  Northbrook, 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London^  February  2,  1884. 
My  Dear  Lord  Northbrook:  It  is  with  an  emotion  for  which  the  diplomatic 
yhnse  ** peculiar  satisfaction''  is  altogether  too  colorless  that  I  hasten  to  acknowledge 
the  reception  of  your  private  note  of  yesterday,  informing  me  of  the  oifer  by  Her  M^j- 
flsty's  Government  of  Her  M^esty's  ship  Alert  as  a  gift  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  use  of  the  Greely  relief  expedition.  As  I  think  the  terms  of  your  note  more  ex- 
pr^sive  than  any  that  I  could  substitute  for  them,  I  shall  this  morning  send  a  copy 
of  it  to  Washington. 

In  the  mean  while  I  beg  thus,  in  advance,  to  convey  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  the  thanks  of  the  President  for  this  particularly  timely  and 
graceful  recognition  of  that  international  courtesy  which  I  trust  will  always  charac- 
terize the  intercourse  of  our  respective  countries. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 
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No.  140. 
Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Telegrmm.] 

London,  February  19,  1884. 
Formal  offer  Alert  trom  Government  came  this  morning. 
Admiralty  find  many  things  wanting;  from  press  of  work  can  do  noth- 
ing: but  Greens  promise  her  in  three  weeks,  with  most  of  equipment. 

LOWELL, 

Minister. 


No.  141. 
Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TelegTMD.J 

London,  February  20,  1884. 
Ship  an  unconditional  gift,  with  anchor,  chains,  and  such  of  her  equip- 
ment  as  can  be  utilized. 

Shall  we  accept  hert    We  fit  her  out.    Greens  most  reliable  firm  in 
London. 
Please  answer  at  once. 

LOWELL, 

Minuifer. 


No.  142. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  LoweU. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  February  21, 1884. 
Her  M{\jesty's  Government  having  presented  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  the  ship  Alert,  to  aid  in  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Greely 
and  his  party,  yon  will  inform  the  secretary'  of  state  for  foreign  affairs 
that  the  spirit  which  prompts  this  act  of  generosity  and  this  evidence 
of  sympathy  with  the  object  in  view,  receives  the  highest  appreciation 
of  the  President,  as  it  will  that  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
President  sends  his  cordial  thanks  for  the  opportune  gift  of  this  vessel, 
which  he  accepts  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  which  will  be 
used  in  the  humane  enterprise  for  which  it  is  so  peculiarly  adapted. 

FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  143. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Lowell. 

No.  784.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskingtonj  February  27,  1884. 
Sib  :  Beferring  to  your  dispatch  No.  350,  of  the  4th  of  May,  1882,  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  John  B.  McCormack,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Clonmel,  county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  I  now  trans- 
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mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  28th  of  November  last,  addressed  by  Mr 
McCormack  to  the  Presideot,  in  which  he  invokes  the  action  of  this 
Government  to  secure  for  him  from  that  of  Great  Britain  $50,000,  as 
indemnity  for  five  months'  imprisonment  in  the  jails  of  Clonmel  and 
Naas.  You  have  in  the  records  of  your  legation  a  certificate  of  the 
naturalization  of  John  McCormack  in  the  justices'  court  of  Troy,  Rens- 
selaer County,  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  October,  1867.  His  explana- 
tion of  the  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  name  under  which  he  goes  and 
under  which  he  was  arrested,  namely,  that  he  adopted  the  middle  initial 
R,  as  representing  the  name  of  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Kyan,  in  order  to  distinguish  himself  from  several  other  John  McCor- 
mack's  residing  in  the  county  Tipperary,  three  of  whom  were  first  cousIds 
of  his  own,  appears  to  be  reasonable,  and,  assuming  that  it  was  at  the 
time  satisfactory  to  you,  I  proceed  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  John 
McCormack  naturalized  in  Troy  in  1867  and  the  present  claimant  are 
identical. 

From  the  statements  made  to  you  by  Mrs.  McCormack.  the  wife  of 
the  claimant,  it  appears  that  her  husband  returned  to  Ireland  in  1869, 
and  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief  visit  to  the  United  States  in  1873, 
he  had  resided  there  from  that  time  (1869)  up  to  the  time  of  his  an-est, 
in  the  latter  part  of  1881  or  the  beginning  of  1882.  He  still  resides 
there,  as  his  letter  to  the  President  is  dated  from  the  **  People  OflBce,"  a 
local  newspaper  in  Tipperary  of  which  he  is  and  for  many  years  has 
been  the  publisher  and  proprietor  and  presumably  the  editor,  although 
that  fact  is  not  stated.  He  has  thus  been  for  a  period  of  over  fourteen 
years  absent  from  his  adopted  country,  and,  moreover,  a  voluntary  resi- 
dent of  the  country  of  his  birth,  and  within  the  jurisdiction,  territorial, 
political,  and  judicial,  of  the  Government  of  his  original  allegiance,  under 
whose  flag  he  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood.  He  has  during  all  this 
period  been  relieved  from  his  proper  share  of  the  duties  and  obligations 
that  attach  to  and  may  be  imposed  on  a  citizen  of  the  United  States* 
He  pays  no  taxes,  either  State  or  Federal,  in  this  country,  and  does 
not  allege  that  he  has  one  dollar's  worth  of  property,  real  or  personal^ 
withiii  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  he  is  not  within 
the  call  or  control  of  this  Government  if  he  were  needed  for  its  defense; 
still  further,  he  has  not  only  failed  during  all  these  years  to  express  any 
intention  or  ever  returning  to  the  United  States,  but  he  has  also  failed, 
in  his  acts,  his  general  conduct,  and  his  pursuits,  to  give  any  sign  or 
manifestation  of  such  intention  to  return  to  the  couutry  which  he  claims 
as  that  of  his  adoption.  He  writes  and  talks  as  a  man  who  considers 
himself  domiciled  for  life  in  the  country  of  his  birth  and  original  allegi- 
ance.   These  facts  form  very  strong  evidence  of  voluntary  expatriation* 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  clearly  recognized,  in  its  de- 
claratory act  of  the  27th  of  July,  1868  (Revised  Statutes,  section  1999), 
the  right  of  voluntary  expatriation  as  an  inhereut  right  of  every 
American  citizen.  He  may  denationalize  himself  at  any  time  he  sees  fit,, 
and  the  same  law  expressly  forbids  any  executive  or  ministerial  officer 
of  this  Government  from  questioning  the  right. 

It  is  true,  as  you  state  in  your  No.  350,  of  the  4th  of  May,  1882,  that 
with  some  continental  powers  the  United  States  have  concluded  con- 
ventions on  the  subject  of  citizenship  and  naturalization  by  the  terma 
of  which  two  years'  voluntary  residence  of  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States  in  thecountry  of  his  origin  is  to  betaken  as  presumptive 
evidence  of  his  renunciation  of  United  States  allegiance  and  citizen- 
ship. We  have,  however,  no  treaty  on  the  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  supplemental  convention  of  February,  1871,  which  provided  a 
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mode  and  form  for  renunciation  of  citizenship  for  the  citizens  and  sob- 
jects  of  either  country  naturalized  in  the  other,  expired  by  limitation 
in  Aufi:u8t,  1872.  Therefore,  the  case  of  British  subjects  naturalized  in 
the  United  States,  who  return  to  and  voluntarily  resume  a  permanent 
residence  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  and  dominions  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  mu»t  rest  for  settlement  and  determination  upon  the 
facts  and  upon  general  but  well  understood  and  settled  principles. 
Thus,  an  American  citizen  may  travel  or  reside  in  a  foreign  country  in- 
definitely for  the  purposes  of  education,  health,  business,  or  of  pleasure, 
and  continued  absence  from  the  United  States,  not  accompanied  by  any 
act  inconsistent  with  his  allegiance  to  his  country,  will  not  cause  a  for- 
feiture of  citizenship.  If,  however,  such  citizen  removes  his  family  and 
property  from  the  United  States,  enters  into  business  and  settles  per- 
manently in  a  foreign  country,  neither  expressing  nor  manifesting  by  hijs 
acts  any  intention  of  returning  permanently  to  the  United  States,  and 
if  under  the  latter  circumstances  he  wishes  the  protection  of  this  Gov- 
ernment against  the  Government  or  laws  of  the  country  in  which  he 
has  residence,  it  becomes  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry  whether  he  has 
not  voluntarily  abandoned  his  right  to  such  protection.  The  active 
exertion  of  the  Government  in  the  protection  of  a  citizen  may  also  be 
iufinenced  by  the  acts  of  the  individual,  even  if  he  has  not  techaically 
forfeited  his  citizenship. 

This  Government  recognizes  neither  by  its  laws  nor  its  practice  any 
distinction  between  a  native  and  a  naturalized  citizen.  Both  are  alike 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government,  abroad  as  well  as  at 
home,  and  each  has  such  protection  extended  to  him  in  the  same  meas- 
ure under  proper  conditions.  Each  case  must  of  course  rest  on  its  own 
facts  and  circumstances,  but  we  are  not  without  at  least  analogous  ex- 
ecutive precedents  bearing  with  more  or  less  pertinency  upon  the  case 
of  Mr.  McOormack. 

In  18()6  Mr.  Seward,  then  Secretary  of  State,  received  an  application 
for  passports  from  five  brothers  residing  in  Gura9ao,  who  were  born  in 
that  island,  of  parents  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  young  men 
had  always  resided  in  Curasao,  had  all  their  property  there,  and  had 
never  been  in  the  United  States.  The  passports  were  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  this  G<>vern- 
ment. 

In  1873  the  son  of  John  Peppin,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  invoked  the 
protection  of  this  Government  against  the  operation  of  French  mili- 
tary law.  The  circumstances  of  his  case  were  these:  Peppin  when  a 
young  man  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  was  educated  in  Kentucky, 
became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  resided  in  New  Orleans  several 
years,  returned  to  France,  married  a  French  woman,  and  remained  in 
France  until  his  death.  Some  eight  years  after  his  return  to  France 
two  children  were  born  to  him,  one  of  them  the  son  in  question,  who  at 
the  time  of  his  application  was  eighteen  years  old.  Protection  in  this 
case  was  refused  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Fish. 

In  18o6  Mr.  Cushing,  then  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  in 
a  learned  opinion,  maintains  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  places  the 
evidence  in  sup{K)i  t  thereof  on  a  hypothetical  basis,  and  in  all  respects 
similar  to  the  facts  in  Mr.  McCormack'scase;  that  is,  that  when  the  in- 
dividual removes  himself,  his  family,  and  his  property  from  the  country, 
and  takes  up  his  residence  in  a  foreign  country,  manifesting  no  inten- 
tion to  return  to  the  United  States,  he  is  to  be  considered  as  having 
renounced  his  allegiance  to  this  Government  (8  Opinions,  page  139). 
And  Mr.  Black,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Cushing,  in  1S57,  holds  the  same 
doctrine  (9  Opinions,  page  63). 
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It  would  be  superfluons  to  multiply  these  precedents.  The  action  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Gk)vernnient  has  been  uniform  on  the  sub- 
ject. When  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  voluntarily  places  himself 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  Government,  and  subjects  himself 
and  his  property  to  its  laws,  and  when  such  citizen  afterwards  seeks 
the  interference  of  the  United  States  to  redress  some  wrong  which  he 
may  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  such  foreign  Government,  this  Gov- 
ernment reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  determining  not  only  on  the 
merits  of  the  particular  claim,  but  also  on  the  claimant's  right  to  its 
protection.  It  is  for  this  Goveuiment  to  say  whether  the  claim  shall  be 
presented  or  not  to  the  foreign  Government. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  McCormack,  however,  it  is  not  necessary  to  decide 
whether  he  has  technically  lost  his  adopted  citizenship.  He  is  at  lib- 
erty, and  peacefully  following  his  occupation  in  the  country  of  which  he 
complains,  and  to  which  he  returned  two  years  after  his  naturalization 
in  the  United  States.  He  asks  a  money  indemnity  for  imprisonment 
suffered  under  the  laws  of  the  country  where  he  lives,  and  asks  the 
United  States  to  procure  it  for  him.  To  the  United  States,  for  over 
fourteen  years,  he  has  rendered  no  service,  he  has  paid  no  taxes,  has 
not  been  available  for  the  defense  of  his  adopted  country  in  case  of 
possible  war;  neither  has  he  been  accessible  for  juiy  duty,  and  he  has 
no  personal  or  material  interests  here. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  is  not  conceived  that  the  claim  is  one  which  can  with  propriety 
be  presented  by  this  Government  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  No  sugges- 
tion of  this  instruction,  however,  is  to  be  taken  as  expressing  an  opinion 
as  to  what  Mr.  McCormack's  political  status  would  be  should  he  return 
permanently  to  the  United  States,  nor  as  to  the  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  he  suffering  present  unjust  personal  treatment. 
I  am,  &c., 

P^RED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


[IncloBore  In  No.  784.] 

Mr,  McCormack  to  the  President. 

People  Office*  Tipperary,  November  28,  1883. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  mform  you  that  I  am  a  oitizen  of  the  United  States;  I  have  been  iu- 
•arcerated  in  a  British  bastile  for  nearly  five  months  by  the  British  Uovernment,  with- 
out knowing  for  what.  My  case  I  shall  prove  in  due  course,  but  in  the  interval  I 
•hall  ask  you  to  take  the  same  care  of  me  as  has  the  British  Government  in  the  case  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw. 

In  my  case  you  will  be  good  enough  to  ask' of  the  British  Government  £10,000,  and 
thall  it  not  be  forthcoming  in  due  course^  I  will  have  to  appeal  to  my  fellow  citizens 
•fthe  United  States. 

I  send  a  copy  of  this  to  Mr.  Lowell,  and  to  many  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  your  side 
tf  the  Atlantic. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  R.  McCORMACK. 


No.  144. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Lowell. 

Ho.  835.]  Department  of  State, 

Wdshingtonj  April  17,  1884. 
8iB:  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  informatiou,  copies  of  correspond- 
ence with  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo  concerning  certain  legis- 
lation of  the  colony  of  Ceylon,  by  which  it  appears  that  it  is  proposed 
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to  levy  a  daty  upon  kerosene*  oil,  heretofore  free,  to  take  effect  upon 
the  passage  of  the  law,  without  excepting  from  its  proTision  kerosene 
oil  then  in  transit  from  this,  country. 

I  will  thank  yon  to  call  the  attention  of  the  foreign  office  to  this  mat- 
ter, with  the  statement  that  this  Government  entertains  the  view  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  sudden  changes  in  colonial  tariffs  should  not 
be  allowed  to  affect  bona  fide  shipments  en  route  at  the  time,  and  that 
the  hope  is  entertained  that  the  Imperial  Government  may  be  able  to 
afford  adequate  relief  to  American  shippers  who  may  have  been  injuri- 
ously affected  by  the  legislation  of  Ce^^lon. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inolosnre  1  in  No.  835.] 

Mr.  Morejf  to  Mr.  DatU. 

No.  243.]  United  States  Consulate  at  Ceylon, 

ColombOy  December  11,  1883.     (Received  January  16,  1884.) 

Sir:  Adverting  to  the  subject-matter  of  my  dispatch  No.  1:50,  of  May  11,  1881,  I  in- 
close herewith  two  printed  copies  of  the  speech  of  his  excellency  the  governor  at  the 
opening  of  council  last  Friday,  and  would  draw  attention  to  the  marked  paragraph 
intimating  an  intention  of  levying  a  duty  on  kerosene  oil,  hitherto  imi>orted  free, 

I  think  that  such  a  measure  is  to  be  deprecated,  even  from  local  considerations,  for 
the  product  is  a  great  boon  to  the  natives,  bein^  by  far  the  best  and  cheapest  illami- 
nator  they  can  get,  and  an  impost  increasing  its  present  cost  will,  I  fear,  militate 
a«^ainst  its  enlarged  introdnction.  The  act  would  also  be  very  unreciprocal  towards 
the  United  Stat^  for  kerosene  is  the  only  American  commodity  comprised  in  the 
300,000  rupees*  worth  of  our  goods  possibly  consumed  here  yearly  that  is  free  of  dnty, 
whereas  the  Ceylon  exports  to  the  United  States,  amounting  to  over  2,000,000  rupees 
in  value  yearly,  are  all  in  out  free  Ji$t. 

The  value  or  the  kerosene  oil  imported  here  last  year  was  under  119,000  rupees,  the 
dnty  upon  which  at  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  a  rate  analogous  to  that  ordinarily  lev- 
ied here  upon  most  goods,  would  therefore  produce  the  small  sum  of  5,950  rupees,  an 
amount,  it  strikes  me,  so  insignificant  as  not  to  be  worth  the  risk  of  interfering  in 
snch  a  direction  with  the  trade,  and  out  of  all  comparison  with  what  the  colony  would 
lose  were  our  Government  to  put  a  duty  upon  the  560,000  rupees'  worth  of  cocoannt 
oil  alone  we  now  take  annually  from  Ceylon;  and  yet,  to  mv  knowledge,  the  traffic  in 
that  article  at  home  yields  so  inconsiderable  a  profit  that  the  imposition  of  any  duty 
upon  it  at  all  in  America  would  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  trade,  and  thus  this 
island  would  be  deprived  of  about  its  best  customer  for  so  much  at  least  as  we  now 
take  of  the  article,  a  deprivation,  in  fact,  which  in  these  hard  times  would  be  severely 
felt  here. 

Immediately  upon  learning  the  intention  of  the  local  government  to  put  on  this 
duty,  1  wrote* soliciting  an  interview  with  his  excellency  the  governor  with  a  view 
to  represent  these  facts  to  him,  and  am  assured  in  a  letter  of  yesterday's  date  that  ho 
will  appoint  a  time  to  meet  me  after  hib  levee  on  the  13th  instant.  I  hope  then  to 
be  able  to  place  the  matter  before  him  in  snch  alight  as  will  induce  a  reconsideration 
of  the  subject,  and  possibly  an  abstention  from  the  measure,  which  I  suppose  would 
not  have  been  thought  of  now  were  it  not  that  the  colony  is  suffering  from  a  dimin- 
ished revenue. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  MOREY. 


rindosare.] 

Extract  from  the  tuldress  of  the  governor  of  the  colong. 

It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  at  once  to  propose  to  you  to  have  recourse  to  tlus 
step,  except  in  so  far  as  regards  a  readjustment  in  the  mode  of  collecting  duties  on 
grain  and  the  reimposition  of  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  kerosene  oil,  both  c^f  which 
measures  have  been  recommended  by  the  committee. 


Digitized  byLjOOQlC  1 


GREAT   BRITAIN.  221 

|IiicIo8are2inNo.  83S.] 
Mr,  Morey  to  Mr.  Davis. 

[Extract.] 

No.  249.  ]  United  States  Consulate  at  Ceylon, 

Colombo,  February  16,  1884.     (Received  March  24.) 
Sir  :  Adverting  to  my  No.  243,  of  December  11  lant,  I  have  to  report  that  the  promised 
interview  with  the  governor  therein  alluded  to  occurred  on  the  22d  idem. 

His  excellency  was  good  enough  to  say  that  if  I  embodied  my  views  in  a  letter  to 
the  government  he  would  have  it  considered.  Accordingly  I  wrote  Xjo  the  colonial 
secretary  on  that  day,  and  inclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  my  letter;  in  reply  to  which 
I  was  informed,  under  date  5th  January,  1884,  that  "my  letter  wonld  be  submitted 
to  the  executive  and  legislative  councils  by  the  governor." 

It  now  appears,  however,  that  an  act  levying  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon 
kerosene  oil  has  passed  the  legislature  within  this  week,  and  become  a  law,  without 
the  last-named  body  being  aware  that  I  had  addressed  the  government  upon  the 
sohject. 

The  agent  of  the  ship  John  Harvey  (the  vessel  alluded  to  in  my  letter  to  the  colonial 
secretary  as  being  en  route  here  fi'om  New  York  with  a  consignment  of  kerosene) 
anked.  quite  without  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Leechman,  an  unofficial  member  of  oounoil, 
to  intercede  in  the  interest  of  that  shipment  at  least,  and  have,  if  possible,  the  bill  so 
made  as  to  exempt  from  duty  all  shipments  made  prior  to  its  enactment.  *  *  * 
I  am,  <&c., 

W.  MOREY. 


llncloeare.] 

Mr.  Morey  to  the  colonial  secretary. 

United  States  Consulate  at  Ceylon, 

Colombo,  December  22,  1883. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  referring  to  the  proposed  levying  of  an  import  duty  upon 
kerosene  oil,  as  intimated  in  the  speech  of  his  excellency  at  the  opening  of  council, 
to  beg  leave  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  government  the  following  propo- 
sitions which  I  conceive  may  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  subject,  viz :  The 
measure  would  certainly  be  unreciprocal  towards  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as 
that  country  admits  free  of  duty  every  considerable  Ceylon  product,  to  the  value  of 
over  2,000,000  rupees  per  annum ;  whereasof  the  perhaps  300,000  rupees'  worth  of  Ameri- 
can products  introduced  here  indirectly  annually,  only  kerosene,  valued  at  119,000 
ropees  is  admitted  duty  free ;  and  kerosene  as  a  commodity,  instead  of  competing  with 
any  local  products,  is  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  other  oils,  and  a  positive  boon  to  the  in- 
habitants, especially  the  poorer  classes,  as  it  enables  them  to  light  their  dwellings  in 
a  cheap,  effective,  cleanly,  and  otherwise  commendable  manner,  in  striking  contrast 
to  the  inferior  and  slovenly  results  and  modes  connected  with  the  use  of  native  oils ; 
and  itH  use  as  a  substitute  for  cocoanut  oil  sets  free  an  equal  quantity  at  least  of  the 
latter  article  for  export,  which,  realizing  more  than  double  the  cost  of  kerosene,  leaves 
the  colony  a  handsome  profit  from  the  transaction,  in  addition  to  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  American  product  being  a  more  perfect  illuminator. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  a  duty  on  kerosene  would  militate  against  its  impor- 
tation, for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  the  only  direct  shipment  from  America  here, 
though  admitted  free,  failed  to  vield  a  profit.  It  was  expected,  however,  that  the  trans- 
action would  open  the  way  to  future  dealings,  ard  it  appears  that  another  small  ship- 
ment is  now  en  route  from  New  York,  which  probably  would  not  have  been  sent  had 
the  shippers  anticipated  its  being  subjected  to  an  import  duty. 

In  marked  contrast  to  the  relative  position  of  kerosene  to  local  products  here  are 
the  circumstances  governing  the  produce  of  this  island  in  the  United  States,  for  the 
principal  articles  of  it  consumed  there,  viz,  plumbago,  coir,  and  cocoanut  oil,  com- 
pete with  and  lower  the  value  of  American  products,  without  yielding  superior  re- 
iQlts.  It  is  true  the  use  of  cocoanut  oil  as  a  substitute  for  tallow  sets  free  an  equal 
amount  of  the  latter  article  for  exportation,  which  inj)rinciple  is  analogous  with  kero- 
sene here,  but  different  in  degree,  since  in  the  latter  case  the  imported  article  is  super- 
ior to  the  native  product  for  the  uses  it  is  put  to,  and  so  muon  cheaper  that  a  large 
profit  is  gained  by  the  exchange,  whereas  the  difference  between  the  value  of  cocoanut 
<»il  and  tallow  in  America  is  so  small  that  very  little  is  gained  by  substituting  one 
fi>r  the  other. 
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I  need  not,  I  am  aware,  point  out  the  trifling  amonnt  that  a  duty  apon  keroaene 
would  yield,  for  the  Government  would  have  noted  it«  insignificance,  and  if,  as  I  hav« 
the  highest  authority  for  concluding,  the  object  of  levying  a  duty  is  to  bring  the  articU 
more  completely  under  Government  surveillance,  I  do  most  respectfully  ask  and  ear- 
nestly hope  that  some  less  onerous  mode  of  accomplishing  that  purpose  may  be  adopted 
than  so  unreciprocal  a  measure  as  the  levying  of  a  duty  upon  the  only  freis  prodnct  of 
a  country  which  buys  so  largely  from  Ceylon  and  admits  the  latter  country's  prodaetc 
free. 


I  am,  Ax., 


W.  MOREY. 


No.  145. 

Mr.  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  771.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  13,  1884.  (Received  May  26.) 
Sib:  Referring  to  your  instruction  No.  835,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  acquaint  yon  that,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  accom- 
panying correspondence  between  the  State  Department  and  our  consul 
at  Ceylon,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  foreign  office  in  reference  to  the 
duty  imposed  upon  kerosene  oil  by  that  colony. 

Lord  Granville  has  just  replied  to  my  communication,  and  states  that 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies  has  referred  it  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  local  government  at  Ceylon. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


No.  146. 

Mr,  Lowell  to  Mr.  Frelinghuynen. 

No.  877]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  20, 1884.  (Received  November  1.) 
Sib  :  Referring  to  my  No.  771,  of  the  13th  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor 
of  inclosing  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Granville  calling  his  attention 
to  the  imposition  of  a  customs  duty  upon  kerosene  oil  at  Ceylon  already 
in  transit  from  the  United  States  to  that  colony  before  the  passage  oif 
the  law  authorizing  the  levying  of  such  duty.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of 
a  note  which  I  have  just  received  from  Lord  Granville,  communicating 
the  final  decision  of  the  governor  and  council  of  Ceylon  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  by  which  it  will  be  observed  that  no  exemption  can  be  made 
from  the  operation  of  the  local  customs  ordinance  in  favor  of  kerosene 
oil  in  transit  from  America  to  the  colony  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  ordinance. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


[Indosare  1  in  Ko.  877.] 

Mr.  Lowell  to  Lord  OranviU*, 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States, 

Londotty  April  ifti,  1884. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  b»Te  the  hoDor  to  acquaint  yon  that  the  Department  of  State  at  WaA- 
ington  has  been  informed  that  it  is  proposed  bv  the  legislatiye  anthorityof  the  oolony 
•f  Ceylon  to  levy  a  dnty  upon  kerosene  oil,  heretofore  free,  to  take  effect  upon  ihm 
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passage  of  the  law,  without  excepting  from  its  provisions  kerosene  oil  then  in  transit 
from  the  United  States. 

I  am  instrncted  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  this  matter,  with  the  statement 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  entertains  the  view  that  it  is  very  desirable 
that  sadden  changes  in  colonial  tariffs  should  not  be  allowed  to  affect  bona  fide  ship* 
ments  en  route  at  the  time,  and  requests  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  Imperial 
Qovemmcnt  may  be  able  to  afford  adequate  relief  to  American  shippers  who  may 
have  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  legislation  of  Ceylon. 
I  have,  Ac, 

J.  R.  LOWELL. 


[InoloAare  2  in  Vo.  877.] 
Lord  Granville  to  Mr.  L&toelL 

FoRKiGN  Office,  London,  October  17,  1B84. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  5th  of  May  last,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
acquaint  yon  that  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies  has  received  a  repoi-t  from 
the  governor  of  Ceylon  to  the  effect  that  in  the  opinion  of  his  oooucil  and  himself  no 
exemption  can  be  made  from  the  operation  of  the  local  customs  ordinance  No.  14  of 
1884  in  favor  of  kerosene  oil  in  transit  from  America  to  the  colony  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  ordinance. 

The  Earl  of  Derby,  while  forwarding  the  copy,  which  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith, 
of  the  minister  of  the  Ceylon  executive  council,  observes  that  it  has  been  ascertained 
thai  the  above  decision  of  the  local  government  is  in  accordance  with  the  imperial 
practice,  to  which  the  commissioners  of  customs  can  find  no  exception,  and  his  lord- 
ship can  therefore  only  express  his  regret  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  entertain  fav- 
oraoly  the  representation  on  this  matter  which  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  Government  in  your  note  dated  the  29th  of  April. 
I  have,  &c., 

GRANVILLE, 


[Inolosare  3  in  No.  877.] 

The  execative  council  is  not  prepared  to  grant  the  relief  advocated  by  the  United 
States  minister  in  England,  for  the  following  reasons: 

In  accordance  with  customs  laws,  no  cognizance  can  be  taken  of  floating  cargoes 
whenever  it  is  found  necessary  to  impose  duties  which  may  affect  such  cargoes,  and 
the  local  ordinance,  No.  17  of  1869  is  very  distinct  upon  this  point,  inasmuch  as  it 
declares  that,  in  respect  of  an  importation,  the  time  for  the  first  levying  of  duty  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  the  time  at  which  the  ship  has  actually  come  within  the  limits  of 
the  port  where  the  goods  are  to  be  discharged.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that 
until  the  Slat  March,  1878,  there  was  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent,  levied  upon 
kerosene  oil,  and  that  its  reimposition  became  necessary  from  a  falling  off  of  the 
revenue.  It  was  publicly  known  that  this  measure  was  recommended  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  retrenchment  committee  in  the  early  part  of  1883,  and  an  objection  t« 
the  duty  by  the  United  States  consul  in  Colombo  was  considered  in  executive  council 
and  subsequently  in  the  legislative  council,  but  the  sense  of  both  councils  wa« 
against  granting  the  concession  applied  for  or  deferring  the  operation  of  the  law  by 
which  the  duty  has  been  reimposed. 

R.  W.  D.  MOIK. 
W.  D.  WRIGHT. 

J.  MacLeod. 

G.  J.  M.  O'BRIEN, 


No.  147. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Lowell. 

Ho.  1006.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  October  20,  1884. 
SiB:  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  to 
tlu8  Department  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Leonard,  the  American  consul-general 
at  Calcutta,  reporting  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  three  Mormon  emis- 
taries. 
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Inasinach  as  tbe  Mormous,  exercising  polygamy,  constantly  increase 
in  numbers  by  reason  of  accessions  from  abroad  recruited  by  emissaries 
from  Utah  operating  beyond  the  reach  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  this 
Government  is  obliged  to  avail  itself  of  the  good  offices  of  the  authori- 
ties of  foreign  countries  to  oppose  and  suppress,  so  far  as  practicable, 
the  missions  of  the  Mormons. 

I  will  therefore  thank  you  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  with  the  request  that  appropriate  in- 
structions may  be  issued  to  the  proper  authorities,  with  a  view  to  check- 
ing the  proposed  shipment  of  Mormon  recruits  to  this  country  from 
India. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


(IdcIosoto  In  No.  1006.] 

Mr.  Leonard  to  Mr,  Davis, 

No.  IH.]  Consuuitk-Gknkral  United  States, 

CalcHtlaj  A%igm$t  'M),  \tm.     (Received  October  6.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  three  Mormon  missionaries,  Messrs.  Willie*. 
McCann,  and  Pratt,  have  recently  arrived  aud  are  now  in  Calcntta. 

Their  object  is  to  wake  converts,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  they  will  take  them 
to  Utah. 

It  is  likely  to  be  several  weeks,  and  may  be  months,  before  these  missionaries  will 
have  enough  converts  to  make  a  shipment  from  this  port  I  expect  to  keep  advised 
as  to  th<  ir  movements,  but  from  the  len^^th  of  time  necessarily  required  to  communi- 
cate  bet  ween  this  country  aud  England,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  report  sent 
from  here  to  the  minister  at  London,  after  the  facts  shall  have  been  ascertained,  pur- 
suant to  section  «{8I  of  the  Consular  Regulations,  wonld  reach  there  and  conld  be  acted 
upon  b«*fore  the  mis'^ionarieA  and  their  converts  will  have  left  for  the  Unit«d  States. 

I  would  respectfnlly  a«k  whether  any  means  of  prevention  exist  or  whether  any 
action  on  my  part  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  such  converts  is  called  for. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  A.  LEONARD. 


No.  148. 

Mr,  Lowell  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  S^^o.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  15,  1884.     (Received  November  28.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  iustruction  No.  974,  of  the  8th  September  last, 
I  have  DOW  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report,  drawn  up,  under  my  super 
vision,  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  this  legation,  on 
the  subject  of  unclaimed  estates  in  England,  which,  I  believe,  covers 
the  whole  field  of  inquiry. 

I  hoi>e  it  ma3'  be  of  some  use  in  saving  the  money  of  those  foolish 
dupes  in  the  United  States  wjio  have  not  already  thrown  it  away  in 
the  worse  than  useless  pursuit  of  imaginary  fortunes  in  Great  Britain. 
They  might  as  well  seek  to  recover  possession  of  a  castle  in  Spain 
through  the  intervention  of  our  minister  to  that  country. 

I  may  as  well  mention  that  in  a  letter  received  within  a  few  days  with 
relation  to  a  non-existent  estate  here  there  was  inclosed  a  lithographed 
circular  in  the  name  of  an  equally  nonexistent  firm  of  solicitors.  I 
have  already  communicated  with  the  police  in  respect  of  these  swindlers, 
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aud  have  some  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  break  ap  oue,  at  least,  of 
these  dens  of  thieves. 

I  eanDot  close  this  dispatch  without  commeuding  the  industry  and 
intellijrence  shown  by  Mr.  White  in  performing  the  task  assigned  to 
him,  and  the  highly  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  acquitted  him- 
self. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  E.  LOWELL. 


(Inclosure  in  No.  895.  J 

Mr,  WMte  to  Mr,  Lowell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  15,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  to  submit  to  you  the 
following  report  in  reference  to  unclaimed  estates  and  property  in  this  country,  and 
to  the  claims  thereunto  which  are  continually  addressed  by  our  fellow-citizens  to  this 
lention,  together  with  a  few  details  tending  to  show  the  utter  hopelessness  of  most 
of  these  claims,  and  the  means  necessary  to  establish  such  as  have  any  validity,  in- 
fttancee  of  which  are,  however,  extremely  rare. 

The  archives  of  the  legation  show  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  onr  miscella- 
oeoQs  correspondence  is  composed  of  letters  upon  this  suoject.  The  writers  in  some 
iDstancee  fomish  a  few  details  as  to  the  nature  and  locality  of  the  property  to  which 
they  imagine  themselves  to  be  entitled ;  more  frequently  they  merely  state  that,  ac- 
cording to  an  advertisement  in  some  local  newspaper,  a  veiy  large  sum  of  money  or 
landed  estate  was  left,  at  a  period  more  or  less  remote,  either  to  a  person  of  the 
same  name  as  their  own,  or  to  one  of  different  name  from  whom  they  believe  them- 
^res  to  be  descended ;  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  ask  the  legation  to  make 
mmedlate  inquiries  in  the  matter,  frequently  even  to  bring  the  case  before  Parlia- 
loent. 

It  is  evident  that  most  of  these  correspondents  imagine  that  the  prosecution  of 
tbeir  claimB  must  be  comparatively  dasy,  and  that  they  are  lamentably  ignorant  not 
only  of  tiie  great  difficulty  in  finding  oat  the  whereabouts  of  the  estate  referred  to, 
bat  also  of  the  absolute  necessity  that  not  one  link  should  be  missing  in  the  chain  of 
evidence  as  to  their  descent,  identity,  and  right  to  the  property  claimed ;  otherwise  it« 
recovery  ia  impossible.  It  never  appears  to  enter  the  minds  of  those  who  write  to  us 
in  reference  to  estates  that  their  claim,  however  good  originally,  may  be  rendered 
valueless  by  a  statute  of  limitations ;  neither  are  they  apparently  aware  that  they 
should  not  apply  for  information  or  assistance  to  diplomatic  or  consular  officers  of 
the  United  States,  who  have  no  facilities,  even  had  they  the  time,  for  making  the 
minute  investigations  requisite,  but  to  a  lawyer,  whose  particular  business  it  is  to 
attend  to  snch  matters,  which  require  special  training  and  long  experience. 

It  is  the  invariable  rule  of  the  legation  to  acknowledge  promptly  the  reception  of 
til  these  communications,  to  acquaint  those  who  furnish  any  details  whereby  the 
property  claimed  may  be  traced  that  our  staff  is  totally  inadeouate  to  undertake 
snch  laborious  researches  as  the  prosecution  of  their  claim  would  involve,  and  to 
i^fer  them  to  reputable  solicitors  who  make  a  special  study  of  business  of  that  kind. 
To  correspondents  who  furnish  very  meager  details,  or  none  at  all,  an  answer  is  sent 
to  the  effect  that  the  data  furnished  are  totally  insufficient  to  enable  the  legation  to  be 
of  any  use  to  them. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  many  are  led  to  believe  themselves  heirs  to  vast  es- 
tates in  Great  Britain  by  designing  ^rsons  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  who,  with  a 
view  to  personal  gain,  insert  notices  in  local  newspapers  in  the  United  States  to  the 
effect  that  a  lar^e  property  left  by  a  person  of  the  same  name  with  that  of  some 
well-known  family  of  the  district,  or  of  some  exceedingly  common  name  likely  to  occur 
^ywbere,  such  as  Smith  or  Jones,  or  who  distribute  far  and  wide  lists  of  unclaimed 
^^states  which  do  not  exist.  Large  sums  of  money  are  annually  thrown  away  by  the 
dupes  of  these  advertisements  and  fictitious  lists,  and  a  handsome  revenue  is  made  by 
the  agents,  as  they  call  themselves,  for  the  discoverv  of  lost  heirs  and  the  recovery 
^f  nnclairoed  estates.    The  modus  operandi  usually  adopted  by  these  agents  is  to  ask 

first  for  a  remittance  of  £2  or  £3,  to  cover  the  cost  of  copying  the  will  upon  which  the 

claim  purports  to  be  based ;  then  a  larger  sum  for  the  expenses  of  instituting  inquiries ; 

^d  at  each  successive  stage  more  blackmail  is  levied,  the  correspondence  being  so 

cleverly  conducted  that  several  years  frequently  elapse  before  the  fraud  is  discovered. 

N'one  should  contribute  a  dollar  to  unknown  agents,  especially  towards  any  expenses 
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connected  with  establishing  claims  to  estates  in  this  conntrj,  until  inqniij  has  been 
made  of  coausel  here,  first,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  estate,  and  then  as  to  the  chances 
of  its  recovery.  I  am  told  by  reputable  solicitors  that  not  one  claim  in  a  thoosaod 
of  all  those  referred  to  them  by  the  lep^ation  has  had  any  Talidity  whatever,  and  very 
few,  during  their  long  experience  of  claims  from  America,  have  been  successful. 

Unclaimed  estates  may  be  divided  into  several  classes,  but  the  claims  which  the 
legation  is  requested  to  investigate  consist  (1)  of  estates  reverting  to  the  Crown 
through  the  owners  thereof  dying  intestat-e,  without  known  heirs  or  next  of  kin,  and 
of  estates  of  which  possession  has  been  taken  by  some  person  not  the  rightful  heir, 
because  such  heir  was  unknown ;  (2)  of  unclaimed  denosits  and  dividends  on  Gov- 
ernment stocks  in  the  Baukof  England;  and  (3)  of  unclaimed  funds  in  chancery. 

(1)  Until  recently  there  was  nolimit  to  the  time  dnring  which  estates  which  had 
reverted  to  the  Crown  through  the  death  of  the  owners  intestate,  without  known 
heirs,  might  be  recovered.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  how- 
ever, the  **  intestate  estate  "  acts  (47  and  48  Vict.,  chapter  71)  was  passed,  by  which  the 
statate  of  limitations  is  applied  to  this  class  of  unclaimed  property,  whether  real  or 
persona],  and  the  presentation  of  petitions  of  right  with  reference  thereto  prohibited. 
'*  except  within  the  same  time  and  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  law  and  equity  in  ana 
subject  to  which  an  action  for  the  like  purpose  might  be  brought  by  or  against  a  sub- 
ject." In  short,  estates  such  as  the  foregoing  are  now  subject  to  the  same  law  with 
those  in  the  possession  of  individuals  not  originally  the  rightful  owners,  bnt  whose 
ownership  becomes  absolute  after  the  lapse  of  a  certain  period  dnring  which  no 
claimant  appears. 

This  period  is  fixed  for  real  estate  by  the  "real  property  limitation  act  of  1874" 
(37  and  38  Vict.,  chapter  57),  which  provides  that  no  land  shall  be  recoverable  bat 
within  the  next  twelve  yearn  after  the  time  at  which  the  right  to  bring  an  action  or 
suit  for  the  recovery  thereof  shall  have  first  accrued  to  the  person  makine  or  bring- 
ing the  same.  Should  such  persons  be  under  any  of  the  following  disabilities :  In- 
fancy, coverture,  idiocy,  or  nnsonndness  of  mind,  at  the  time  when  the  right  to  bring 
an  action  for  the  recovery  of  such  land  first  accrued,  this  act  provided  that  they  shall 
have  the  same  rights  in  the  premises  as  though  the  twelve  years  had  not  yet  expired, 
duriuj^  the  six  years  next  afr«r  the  time  at  which  they  shall  cease  to  be  under  snch 
•disabilities  up  to  a  limit  of  thirty  years,  after  which  no  action  can  be  brought  for 
the  recovery  of  land,  even  though  the  person  having  the  right  to  bring  the  same 
may  have  been  laboring  under  the  disabilities  mentioned  during  the  whole  period. 

No  action  may  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of  personal  property  after  a  lapse  of 
twenty  years  (23  and  24  Vict.,  chapter  :i8). 

Any  attempt,  therefore,  to  recover  real  estate  from  the  Crown  or  individuals  after  a 
lapse  of  twelve  years  (which  may  be  extended  to  thirty  under  certain  circumstances), 
and  personal  property  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  however  valid  the  claim  of  the 
person  making  the  attempts  mav  have  been  originally,  is  certain  to  end  in  failure. 

All  members,  consequently,  of  the  "  Jennens  Association  of  the  United  States  of 
America"  may  rest  assured  that  their  subscriptions  are  simply  money  thrown  away, 
if  their  object  be  the  recovery  of  the  Jennens  estate.  Recently  a  letter  was  received 
here  from  a  member  of  the  aforesaid  **  Jennens  Association,"  who  had  just  been  noti- 
fied that  a  general  assessment  of  $5  had  been  levied  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1884, 
and  who,  before  paying  the  same,  inquired  whether  the  legation  could  furnish  anv  in- 
formation regarding  the  Jennens  estate,  *'  said  to  be  pending  before  the  court  of  chan- 
cery in  England." 

The  letter  inclosed  sundry  interesting  documents  emanating  from  the  "  association," 
in  one  of  which  it  is  stated  that  "the  finance  committee  are  fully  satisfied  with  oui 
agent's  progress  in  the  case,"  and,  further  on,  that  "  it  becomes  necessary  for  each  and 
every  member  of  this  association  to  respond  with  cash  as  liberally  as  their  means  will 
affoid,  to  carry  our  case  to  a  final  issue,  which  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  wiU 
be  successful  provided  the  fundi  be  furnished."  I  can  only  say  that  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  the  '^Jennens  Association  "  must  be  easily  satisfied,  as  an  official  of  the  court 
of  chancery  recently  informed  me  that,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  there  is  not  a  six- 
pence in  chancery  belonging  to  the  "Jennens  estate."  So  many  letters  of  inqairy 
have  been  addressed  to  the  legation  during  the  past  forty  years  (possibly  longer)  re- 
specting this  estate,  that  I  venture  to  give  a  few  particulars  on  the  subject. 

William  Jennens,  a  bachelor  of  Acton,  Suffolk,  and  Grosvenor  Square,  London,  died 
in  1798,  possessed  of  about  two  millions  sterling.  He  left  a  will,  which  unfortunately 
he  had  forgotten  to  sign.  Consequently  his  landed  estates  passed,  contrary,  I  under- 
stand, to  what  would  nave  been  tlie  case  had  the  will  been  valid,  to  his  heir-at-law, 
George  Augustus  William  Curzon,  and  they  now  belong  to  Earl  Howe,  the  head  of 
the  (Jurzon  family.  Mr.  Jennens's  personal  property  passed  to  his  cousins,  and  part 
of  it  now  belongs  to  Earl  Beauchamp  and  others. 

From  that  day  to  this  there  have  been  periodical  attempts  on  the  part  of  real  or 
imaginarv  connections  of  Mr.  Jennens  to  dispossess  the  actual  owners  of  his  estates. 
The  case  has  been  repeatedly  before  the  courts  and  the  decision  has  invariably  been 
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agaiofit  the  claimants.  The  most  recent  occasion,  I  believe,  was  the  case  of  **  Willis 
and  others  v.  Earl  Howe  and  others,"  in  November,  1880,  before  Vice-Chanoellor  Ma- 
lins,  who.  In  givine  Jadgment  against  the  claimants,  is  said  to  have  remarked,  *'If 
mch  a  claim  could  be  allowed  after  a  period  of  eighty-two  years,  no  one  would  be  safe 
in  poflsesaion  of  his  property." 

A  similar  case  to  this  is  the  '*  Hedges  estate/'  claims  to  which  are  frequently  ad- 
dressed to  the  legation. 

The  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  wrote  to  u^,  in  reference  to  this,  not 
lone  sinoe,  that  he  had  "  caused  a  careful  search  to  bo  made  in  the  books  of  the  bank, 
ana  no  trace  of  any  funds  standing  in  the  name  of  Sir  Oharles  Hedges  can  be  discov- 
ered.'^  Our  fellow-countryman  the  late  Colonel  Chester,  a  ffenealoglst  of  great  re- 
pute, carefully  investigated  this  claim,  and  reported  that  Sir  Charles  lledKCs's  will  was 
duly  proved  by  his  son  William,  who  inherited  all  his  property  and  left  a  number  of 
deeoendants ;  therefore,  if  Sir  Charles  left  an  unclaimed  estate  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
it  was  not  for  want  of  legal  heirs. 

The  claims  to  the  two  estates  which  I  have  described  at  some  length,  those  to  the 
'*  Bradford  estate,"  the  **  Hyde  estate,"  the  "  Home  estate,"  and  to  many  others,  may 
<«di  be  described,  in  Colonel  Chester's  words,  as  **  one  of  the  ordinary  myths  by  which 
so  many  of  our  countrymen  have  been  beguiled." 

(2)  We  receive  frequent  applications  for  large  deposits  said  to  be  awaiting  claim- 
ants in  the  Bank  of  England,  and  also  inqniries  with  regard  to  unclaimed  stocks  and 
dividends  in  the  Bank  of  Eneland,  the  dates,  when  given,  being  often,  if  notgener- 
aUy,  anterior  to  that  of  the  charter  of  the  bank. 

I  recently  addressed  a  letter  with  regard  to  a  claim  of  this  kind  to  the  chief  ac- 
eonntant  of  the  bank,  and  he  informs  me,  first  of  all,  that,  in  the  absence  of  full  par- 
ticulars (t.  «.,  the  name  and  address  in  full,  with  the  approximate  date  of  the  supposed 
investments)  it  is  impossible  to  identify  any  depositor.  Our  correspondents  very  rarely 
favor  us  with  these  particulars;  but  they  usually  state  that  very  large  sums  are 
lying  in  the  bank  unclaimed,  the  fallacy  of  which  will  be  shown  by  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  chief  accountant's  letter : 

"There  are  no  larse  amounts  of  unclaimed  stock  or  dividends  standing  in  our  [the 
Bank  of  England's]  books.  Speaking  generally,  without  having  made  au  exhaustive 
research,  which  would  involve  some  considerable  labor,  there  are  very  few  amounts 
of  £1,000,  and  probably  none  that  exceed  this  sum  by  more  than  £  100  or  £200.  There 
are  many  small  amounts  both  of  stock  and  dividends,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  there- 
claiming  of  these  by  the  persons  entitled  to  them  a  memorandum  has  been  drawn 
up  on  the  subject,"  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"UNCLAIMED  STOCKS  AND  DIVIDENDS. 

'^Persons  inquiring  for  unclaimed  stocks  and  dividends  in  the  public  funds  of  Eng- 
land and  of  India,  to  which  they  beljeve  they  are  entitled,  must  supply  the  following 
particulars:  (1)  The  names  in  full  and  addresses  of  the  persons  in  whose  names  the 
•toek  is  supposed  to  stand;  (2)  the  name  of  the  stock  and  its  amount;  (3)  the  ap- 
proximate date  of  its  investment. 

'*As  the  bank  have  nothing  to  guide  tbem  in  these  searches  but  the  names  of  the 
stockholders,  and  as  the  same  or  very  similar  names  often  recur  a  great  number  of 
times,  it  is  essential  that  the  above  information  should  be  given  with  approximate 
eorreetness. 

"The  bank  are  bound  by  law  not  to  permit  any  dealing  with  stocks  and  dividends 
except  by  the  persons  in  whose  names  they  stand,  or,  in  event  of  the  decease  of  those 
penons,  by  their  le^al  personal  representatives  (so  constituted  by  the  high  court  of 
jitttiee,  probate  division).  Failing  either  qualification,  a  claimant  may  institute  pro- 
eeedings  in  the  couit  of  chancery.  It  is,  therefore,  indispensable  that  applicants 
sboula^establish  their  right  to  deal  with  the  fund  in  question  either  as  stockholders 
or  as  such  representatives,  as  well  as  show  that  the  said  fund  is  identical  with  an  ac- 
eonnt  in  the  bank  books. 

*'The  bank  are  in  no  way  custodians  of  any  real  property  whatsoever ;  nor  have  they 
any  knowledge  of  any  of  the  property  of  persons  dying  intestate,  nor  of  the  proceeds 
of  estates  in  chancery,  nor  of  unclaimed  dividends  or  estates  in  bankruptcy;  and, 
farther,  as  they  have  likewise  no  knowledge  of  the  purposes  for  which  investments 
are  made,  it  is  useless  for  claimants  to  inquire  for  deposits  or  investments  supposed 
to  be  in  existence  for  their  benefit  or  for  the  benefit  of  other  persons. 

"Ghikf  Accountant's  Office, 

*'Bank  of  England,  May  30,  1881." 

All  stock  and  dividends  not  claimed  for  ten  years  arc  transferred  at  the  end  of  that 
time  to  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt.  Whenever  this  oc- 
cras,  notice  of  the  transfer  is  sent  to  the  stockholder,  at  the  addiess  of  which  he  is 
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desoribed  Id  the  bank's  books,  and  if  this  notice  fail  to  reacb  binif  it  is  subseqneDtly 
sent  to  tbe  banker  or  agent  whose  name  may  appear  as  having  acted  as  attorney  for 
effecting  the  purchase  or  receiving  the  dividends. 

It  was  formerly  the  practice  to  print  and  publish  lists  of  unclaimed  stock  and  divi- 
dends, but,  according  to  an  official  of  the  Bank  of  England,  *Mt  was  fonnd  that  the 
information  contained  in  these  lists  was  made  use  of  for  purposes  of  fraud,  and  the 
publication  was  discontinued  about  the  year  1845.  The  stock  and  dividends  in  tbene 
lists  have,  most  of  them,  been  reclaimed  long  since.  But  some  of  the  lists  have  been 
snbsequeatly  reprinted  by* unauthorized  persons,  and  are,  no  doubt,  the  base  of  many  of 
the  applications  now  being  made.  From  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  constantly  made 
of  us  [i.  f.,  the  bank]  from  the  United  States  we  have  little  doubt  but,  that  stories  of  un- 
claimed property  existing  in  the  bank  are  circulated  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  fees 
from  the  supposed  heirs. '^ 

There  is  no  limitation  to  the  time  during  which  persons  furnishing  satisfactory 
proof  of  their  title  to  stock  or  dividends  transferred  to  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  public  debt  may  reclaim  them  from  the  latter.  The  moment  a  claim- 
ant appears,  full  particulars  are  published  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  stock  or 
dividends  claimed  in  that  particular  case,  and  further,  claimants  are  admonished  to 
bring  forward  their  claims :  but  unless  all  the  particulars  required  in  the  foregoing 
memorandum  be  fully  complied  with,  tbe  attempt  to  establish  such  a  claim,  however 
valid  it  may  be,  can  only  result  in  signal  failure. 

(3)  To  judge  from  the  letters  received  at  this  legation  from  the  United  States  in 
reference  to  unclaimed  funds  in  chancery,  many  of  our  countrymen  must  imagine 
that  Institution  to  be  a  depositorv  of  incalculable  millions,  a  goodly  share  of  which 
can  be  easily  withdrawn  upon  the  mere  institution ^of  a  claim  to  the  same  by  the 
American  minister,  and  without  requirement  by  the  court  of  any  particulars  as  to 
the  name  of  the  suit,  the  relationship  of  the  claimant  to  the  parties  mentioned  there- 
in, or  to  the  original  owner  of  the  estate  claimed.  It  is  very  rarely  that  in  any  com- 
munication sent  us  on  this  subject  a  smaller  sum  is  mentioned  than  **  several  mill- 
ions," and  frequently  our  correspondents  state  that  they  are  entitled  to  twenty,  fifty, 
and  even  more  millions. 

It  will  doubtless  cause  surprise  and  disappointment  to  such  aa  these  to  be  informed 
that  the  whole  amount  of  money  in  the  custody  of  the  court  of  chancery  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  about  £84,000,000.  of  which  £63,000,000  belong  to  oimer*  who  are  known, 
leaving  about  one  million  only  of  unclaimed  or  dormant  funds.  Acoordins  to  the 
last  annual  statement  of  the  paymaster-general,  published  pursuant  to  act  of  Parlia- 
ment (35  and  36  Vict.,  chapter  44,  section  20),  as  to  the  securities  and  money  ap- 
pearing by  the  books  at  the  chancery  pay  office  to  be  in  court  at  the  end  of  February, 
1883,  £63,641,655  of  the  £94^000,000  are  invested  in  Government  3  per  cents,  and  the 
balance  is  divided  among  railway,  insurance,  and  other  securities. 

It  is  ver^  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  with  regard  to  the  unclaimed 
funds,  as,  m  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any  in  the  court  of  chancery  belong- 
ing to  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  a  particular  estate,  it  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary that  the  title  of  the  suit  in  which  such  funds  have  been  dep<^ited  should  be 
stated.  It  is  quite  useless  to  hope  that  such  information  mav  be  obtained  by  supply- 
ing only  the  name  of  the  original  owner  of  the  property.  Thus,  an  estate  originally 
the  property  of  Brown  may  appear  under  the  name  of  **  Jones  «.  Smith,''  or  **  Robin- 
son 0.  Jenkins.''  Prior  to  1872  no  list  was  published  periodically  of  unclaimed  funds 
in  chancery^  but  in  that  year  the  **  court  of  chancery  funds  act '^  was  passed,  by  the 
rules  of  which  a  list  of  dormant  funds  was  ordered  to  be  published  every  three  years 
in  the  London  Gazette.  The  last  list  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  supplement  to  that 
journal  on  the  27th  of  June  of  this  year,  a  copy  of  which  I  append  to  this  report. 

It  will  be  found  of  little  use  to  claimants,  however,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  and 
also  because  the  amount  in  each  case  is  not  stated. 

The  following  circular  will  show  the  steps  which  must  be  taken  in  order  to  obtain 
informatiou  as  to  the  suits  mentioned  in  this  list. 

CHANCERY  FUNDS. 

'*An  alphabetical  list  of  the  accounts  of  chancery  causes  and  matters  in  the  books 
of  the  pay  office  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  on  the  Ist  of  September,  lti83, 
of  which  the  funds  had  not  been  dealt  with  during  the  fifteen  years  immediately 
preceding  that  date,  with  cross-references  to  the  subtitles  of  the  several  accounts, 
has  been  prepared,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  treasury  and  the 
supreme  court  fund  rules  of  1884,  and  published  as  a  supplement  to  the  London 
Gazette  of  Friday  the  27th  of  June,  1884. 

'^  Every  request  for  information  in  respect  of  the  accounts  mentioned  in  this  list 
should  be  addressed  to  the  assistant  paymaster-general,  royal  courts  of  justice,  Lon- 
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don,  subject  to  the  foUowiog  provuioDs  of  the  one  handled  and  first  of  the  sapreme 
court  funds  rules  of  1884,  viz : 

*''The  paymaster  nhall  not  give  any  information  respecting  any  funds  in  court 
mentioned  in  such  list  or  statement,  except  upon  a  request  signed  by  the  person  ap- 
plying for  such  information.  If  such  request  be  made  b^  a  solicitor,  sucn  informa- 
tion shall  not  be  given  unless  the  request  states  the  nane  of  the  person  on  whose  be- 
half it  is  ma<le,  and  that  such  person  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  applicant,  beneficially 
interested  in  such  funds.  If  such  recjuest  be  made  by  any  person  other  than  a  solic- 
itor, such  information  shall  not  be  given,  unless  the  applicant  is  able  to  satisfy  the 
paymaster  that  the  request  is  such  as  may  in  the  particular  case  be  properly  com- 
plied with.' 

'•  Everj^  petition  or  summons  aft'ecting  any  money  or  securities  to  the  credit  of  a  cause, 
matter,  or  account  inserted  in  this  list  should  contain  a  statement  that  it  has  been  so 
inserted. 

"lu  cases  in  which  the  money  or  securities  affected  by  such  petition  may  amount  to 
or  exceed  in  value  £500,  a  copy  of  such  petition  or  summons,  and  notice  of  all  proceed- 
ings ill  court  or  at  chambers,  unless  the  court  otherwise  directs,  should  be  served  on 
the  official  solicitor  of  the  supreme  court." 

•*In  addition  to  the  three  classes  which  I  have  described  at  length,  there  are  also 
unclaimed  fuuds  in  the  shape  of  dividends  in  bankruptcy,  surplus  assets  of  compa- 
nies, dividends  generally,  army  and  navy  prize  money ;  but  as  the  legation  rarely,  if 
ever,  receives  any  claims  to  such  as  these,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  furnish  any 
particulars  in  reference  to  them.  The  same  rules  with  regard  to  identification  and 
full  details  as  to  right  of  claimant  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  establish  a  claim. 

With  regard  to  wills,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  pro- 
bate act,  they  were  admitted  to  probate  and  filed  in  local  courts,  chiefly  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  bishops,  and  vast  numbers  of  old  wills  are  still  to  be  found  at  York, 
Chester,  Lichfield,  and  other  cathedral  cities. 

For  this  reason  a  search  for  wills  admitted  to  probate  more  than  thirty  years  ago  is 
often  attended  with  great  difficulty.  They  are  now  proved  in  the  district  registries 
or  at  the  principal  registry  of  the  probate  division  of  the  high  court  of  justice.  Copies 
of  wills  proved  since  185H  in  the  district  registries  are  sent  up  to  the  principal  regis- 
try at  Somerset  House,  London,  where  they  are  easy  of  access  on  the  paymeut  of  a 
small  fee,  and  copies  of  them  may  be  obtained  at  a  very  reasonable  cost. 

In  iScotland  wills  are  registered  at  the  commissaries'  court  for  each  county,  and 
also  m  the  commissaries'  office  in  Edinburgh ;  in  Ireland,  at  the  different  district  regis- 
tries and  at  the  principal  registry  office  at  Dublin. 

I  apx>end  a  memorandum  issued  by  the  authorities  at  Somerset  House  to  assist  those 
who  are  in  search  of  wills  and  records  of  marriages  and  deaths. 

From  the  foregoing  report  I  trust  it  will  be  thoroughly  understood  (1)  that  the 
time  of  any  one  wishing  to  prosecute  claims  to  an  estate  in  Great  Britain  will  be 
wasted  by  addressing  the  legation  on  the  subject,  and  (2)  that  if  those  who  happen 
to  imagine,  from  some  advertisement  or  for  any  other  reason,  thaf  an  estate  is  await- 
ing them  in  this  country,  wish  to  save  themselves  much  unnecessary  outlay  and  the 
pain  of  hope  long  deferred,  they  will  address  an  inquiry  upon  the  subject  to  any  well- 
known  and  trustworthy  solicitors,  and  not  to  any  or  the  **  agents^'  previously  de- 
fecribeti,  who,  in  England  certainly,  and  I  doubt  not  in  our  own  country  also,  derive  a 
large  income  from  the  fictitious  lists  which  they  publish  of  unclaimed  property,  and 
fh>m  the  fees  paid  .to  them  for  the  investigation  of  claims  to  estates  which  have  no 
existence  whatever. 
I  have,  <tc., 

HENRY  WHITE. 


COERESPONDBNCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  GREAT  BRIT- 
AIN AT  WASHINGTON. 

No.  149. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

WASHiNaTON,  June  29,  1883.    (Received  June  30.) 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  privy  council  of  Canada  on  the  subject  of  a  projected 
cable  connecting  the  Canadian  Government  telegraph   system  near 
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Victoria,  Yancoaver  Island,  and  Point  Angelos,  Washington  Temtofy, 
and  to  submit  to  yon  the  request  therein  contained  for  permission  to 
land  the  proposed  cable  in  Washington  Territory. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVJLLE-WEST. 


[Inclosare.] 


Report  of  a  commiiiee  of  ihepriry  covncilfor  CanadOy  approved  by  the  Governor-Genera} 

June  \\\  1883. 

On  a  report  dated  June  8,  1863,  from  the  minister  of  public  works,  subrnitting  that 
it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  cable  for  the  parpose  of  connecting  the  Canadian  Government 
telegraph  system  near  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island,  and  Point  Angelos,  Washington 
Territory,  there  to  connect  with  the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company's  line  to  Seattle 
and  the  United  States  Government  line  to  Cape  Flattery  : 

The  minister  represents  that  an  additional  cable  route  would  thus  be  provided  be- 
tween Vancouver  Island  and  the  mainland  of  British  Columbia,  and  also  with  the 
United  States  and  Eastern  Canada. 

The  minister  recommends  that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  communicate  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Sackville-West,  the  British  minister  at  Washington,  and  request  him  to 
seek  the  permission  of  the  United  States  Government  to  land  the  proposed  cable  in 
Washington  Territory. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  minister  of  public  works  aod 
submit  the  same  for  vour  excellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  McGEE. 
Clerk  Privy  Conticilf  Canada. 


No.  150. 

Mr.  FreJinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  of  State, 

Wmhingtofij  Septeinher  28,  1883. 
Sib  :  Eeferring  to  your  note  of  the  29th  of  June  last,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a  report  of  the  privy  council  of  Canada,  which  report  states— 

That  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  cable  for  the  purpose  of  couuecting  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment telegraph  system,  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island,  and  Point  Angelos,  Washin;;* 
ton  Territory,  there  to  connect  with  the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company's  line  to 
Seattle  and  with  the  United  States  Government  line  to  Cape  Flattery — 

and  requesting  the  permission  of  this  Goverument  to  land  the  proposed 
cable  in  Washington  Territory,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
subject  having  received  the  consideration  of  the  President,  he  perceives 
no  objection  to  granting  the  privilege  asked  by  the  minister  of  public 
works  of  Canada  and  recommended  by  the  privy  council,  on  similar 
terms  and  conditions  to  those  which  have  been  required  from  all  other 
foreign  telegraph-cable  companies  to  whom  concessions  of  alike  nature 
have  been  granted  by  this  Government  since  1875.  In  December  of  that 
year  the  President,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress,  after  the  subject 
had  received  mature  executive  consideration,  submitted  these'conditions 
as  the  terms  upon  which  he  would  consent  to  grant  to  foreign  companies 
the  privilege  of  landing  cables  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States  until 
Congress  should  enact  general  laws  in  regard  to  such  privilege,  or  the 
President  should  be  otherwise  directed  by  that  body. 

For  your  own  information  and  that  of  the  Canadian  Government,  I 
inclose  a  memorandum  of  the  conditions  referred  to.    I  inclose  also 
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a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  Jqdo  last,  addressed  to  the  President, 
by  Mr.  Thomas  T.  Minor,  president  of  the  Paget  Soand  Telegraph 
Company,  in  which  that  gentleman  states  that  his  company  has  "  re- 
peatedly requested  permission  from  the  authorities  both  of  British  Co- 
lumbia and  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  lay  a  cable  to  Vancouver  Island 
and  open  a  telegraph  office  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,''  but  that  in 
every  such  case  the  requests  have  remained  entirely  unheeded  or  the 
permission  has  been  refused. 

Before  granting  the  request  of  the  privy  council  to  land  the  cable 
now  in  question,  the  President  feels  it  his  duty  to  require  assurances 
from  the  Canadian  Government  that  the  privilege  asked  by  the  Puget 
Sound  Company  to  land  a  cable  on  Vancouver  Island  and  open  a  tele- 
graph office  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  will,  on  proper  application, 
and  subject,  if  deemed  essential  by  the  Dominion  Government,  to  simi- 
Jar  conditions  to  those  imposed  by  this  Government,  be  given  to  the 
company  which  Mr.  Minor  represents. 

Upon  receiving  such  assurances,  together  with  the  formal  acceptance 
by  the  minister  of  public  works  of  Canada  of  the  conditions  presented 
in  the  inclosed  memorandum,  the  request  embodied  in  your  note  will  be 
promptly  complied  with  by  this  Government. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSEN. 


[Indosare  1.— Extract  from  President's  annual  messaj^e  of  December,  1675.] 

The  electric  telegraph  has  become  an  essential  and  indispensable  agent  in  the 
transmission  of  business  and  social  messages.  It^  operation  on  land,  and  within  the 
limit  of  particular  States,  is  necessarily  under  the  control  of  the  jurisdiction  within 
which  it  operates.  These  lines  on  the  high  seas,  however,  are  not  subject  to  the  par- 
ticular control  of  any  one  Government. 

In  1869  a  concession  was  granted  by  the  French  Government  to  a  company  which 
proposed  to  lay  a  cabj^  fiom  the  shores  of  France  to  the  United  States.  At  that  time 
there  was  a  telegraphic  connection  between  the  United  States  and  the  continent  of 
Europe  (through  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain  at  either  end  of  the  line),  under  the 
control  of  an  association  which  had,  at  lar^e  outlay  of  capital  and  at  great  risk, 
demonstrated  the  practicability  of  itaintainmg  such  means  of  communication.  The 
cost  of  correspondence  by  this  agency  was  great,  possibly  not  too  large  at  the  time 
for  a  proper  remuneration  for  bo  hazardous  ana  so  costly  an  enterprise.  It  was, 
however,  a  heavy  charge  upon  a  means  of  communication  which  the  progress  in  the 
social  and  commercial  inteicourse  of  the  world  found  to  be  a  necessity,  and  the  ob- 
taining of  this  French  concession  showed  that  other  capital  than  that  already  in- 
Tested  was  ready  to  enter  into  competition,  with  assurance  of  adequate  return  for 
their  outlay.  Impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  interests,  not  only  of  the 
United  States,  but  of  the  world  at  large,  demanded,  or  would  demand,  the  multipli- 
cation of  such  means  of  communication  between  separated  continents,  I  was  desirous 
that  the  proposed  connection  should  be  made:  but  certain  provisions  of  this  cou- 
ceasion  were  deemed  by  me  to  be  objectionable,  particularly  one  which  gave  lor  a 
lone  term  of  years  the  exclusive  right  of  telegraphic  communication  by  submarine 
cable  between  the  shores  of  France  and  the  United  States.  I  could  not  concede  that 
any  power  should  claim  the  right  to  land  a  cable  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States 
and  at  the  same  time  deny  to  the  United  States,  or  to  its  citizens  or  grantees,  an 
equal  right  to  land  a  cable  on  its  shores. 

The  right  to  control  the  conditions  for  the  laying  of  a  cable  within  the  jurisdic- 
tional waters  of  the  United  States,  to  connect  our  shores  with  those  of  any  foreign 
state,  pertains  exclusively  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under  such  limi- 
tations and  conditions  as  Congress  may  impose.  In  the  absence  of  legislation  by 
Congress,  I  was  unwilling,  on  the  one  hand,  to  yield  to  a  foreign  state  the  right  to 
say  that  its  grantees  might  land  on  our  shores,  while  it  denied  a  similar  right  to  our 
people  to  land  on  its  shores ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  was  reluctant  to  deny  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  world  and  of  civilization  the  facilities  of  such  communication 
V  were  proposed.  I  therefore  withheld  any  resistance  to  the  landing  of  the  cable, 
on  condition  that  the  offensive   monopoly  feature  of  the  concession  oe  abandoned, 
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and  that  the  ri^ht  of  any  cable  which  may  be  eatablished  by  authority  of  this  Qor- 
eroment  to  land  upon  French  territory,  and  to  connect  with  French  land  linea,  and 
enjoy  all  the  necessary  facilities  or  privileges  incident  to  the  use  thereof  upon  as 
favorable  terms  as  any  other  company,  be  conceded.  As  the  result  thereof  the  com- 
pany in  question  renounced  the  exclusive  privilege,  and  the  representative  of  France 
was  informed  that,  understanding  this  relinquishment  to  be  construed  as  granting  the 
entire  reciprocity  and  equal  facilities  which  bad  been  demanded,  the  opposition  to 
the  landing  of  the  cable  was  withdrawn.  The  cable,  under  this  French  conoeasiaD, 
was  landea  in  the  month  of  July,  1869,  and  has  been  an  efficient  and  valuable  agent 
of  communication  between  this  countiy  and  the  other  continent.  It  soon  passed  un- 
der the  coiitrol,  however,  of  those  who  had  the  management  of  the  cable  connectiDg 
Great  Britain  with  this  continent,  and  thus  whatever  benefit  to  the  public  might 
have  ensued  from  competition  between  the  two  lines  was  lost,  leaving  only  the  greater 
facilities  of  an  additional  line,  and  the  additional  security  in  case  of  accident  to  one 
of  them.  But  these  increased  facilities  and  this  additional  security,  together  with 
the  control  of  the  combined  capital  of  the  two  companies,  ^ave  also  greater  power 
to  prevent  the  future  construction  of  other  lines,  and  to  limit  the  control  of  tele- 
graphic communication  between  the  two  continents  to  those  passessiug  the  lines  al- 
ready laid.  Within  a  few  months  past  a  cable  has  been  laid,  known  as  the  United 
States  Direct  Cable  Company,  connecting  the  United  States  directly  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. As  soon  as  this  cable  was  reported  to  be  laid  and  in  working  order,  the  rates  of 
the  then  existing  consolidated  companies  were  greatly  reduced.  Soon,  however,  a 
break  was  announced  in  this  new  cable,  and  immediately  the  rates  of  the  other  line, 
which  had  been  reduced,  were  again  raised.  This  cable  being  now  repaired,  the 
rates  appear  not  to  be  reduced  by  either  line  from  those  formerly  charged  by  the  con- 
solidated companies. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  large  amounts  of  capital,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
are  ready  to  seek  profitable  investment  in  the  advancement  of  this  useful  and  moet 
civilizing  means  of  intercourse  and  correspondence.  They  await,  however,  the  as- 
surance of  the  means  and  conditions  on  which  they  may  safely  be  made  tributary  to 
the  general  good. 

As  these  cable-telegraph  lines  connect  separate  states,  there  are  questions  as  to  their 
organization  and  control,  which  probably  can  be  best,  if  not  solely,  settled  by  con- 
ventions between  the  respective  states.  In  the  absence,  however,  of  international 
conventions  on  the  subject,  municipal  legislation  may  secure  many  points  which  ap- 
pear to  me  important,  if  not  indispensable,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  against 
the  extortions  which  may  result  from  a  monopoly  of  the  right  of  operating  cable 
telegrams,  or  from  a  combination  between  several  lines : 

I.  No  line  should  be  allowed  to  land  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
concession  from  another  power,  which  does  not  admit  the  right  of  any  other  line  or 
lines,  formed  in  the  United  States,  to  land  and  freely  connect  with  and  operate  throngb 
its  land  lines. 

II.  No  line  should  be  allowed  to  land  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States  which  is 
not  by  treaty  stipulation  with  the  Government  from  whose  shores  it  proceeds,  or  by 
prohibition  in  its  charter,  or  otherwise,  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Government,  pro- 
hibited ftom  consolidating  or  amalgamating  with  any  other  cable- telegraph  line,  or 
combining  therewith  for  toe  purpose  of  regulating  a^d  maintaining  the  cost  of  tele- 
graphing. 

III.  All  lines  should  be  bound  to  give  precedence  in  the  transmission  of  the  official 
messages  of  the  Governments  of  the  two  countries  between  which  it  may  be  laid. 

IV.  A  power  should  be  reserved  to  the  two  Governments,  either  conjointly  or  to 
each,  as  regards  the  messages  dispatched  from  its  shores,  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  charges 
to  l>e  demanded  for  the  transmission  of  messages. 

I  present  this  subject  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  unless  Congress  otherwise  direct,  I  shall  not  oppose  the  land- 
ing of  any  telegraphic  cable  which  complies  with  and  assents  to  the  points  above 
enumerated,  but  will  feel  it  my  duty  to  prevent  the  landing  of  any  which  does  not 
conform  to  the  first  and  second  points  as  stated,  and  which  will  not  stipulate  to  con- 
cede to  this  Government  the  precedence  in  the  transmission  of  its  official  messages,  and 
will  not  enter  into  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  regard  to  its  charges. 


[iDclosaro   2.] 

Mr,  Minor  to  the  President, 

Seattle,  Wash.,  June  10,  1883.    (Received  July  5.) 
Sir  :  The  Legislature  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  having  made  an  appropriation 
ibr  the  purchase  and  laying  of  a  telegraph  cable  from  Vancouver  Island,  British 
Columbia,  across  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  to  Point  Angelos,  in  Washington 
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Territory,  I  have  .the  honor  respectfnlly  to  urge  that  permission  be  not  accorded  to 
the  Dominion  Government  to  land  said  cUble  in  the  United  States  antil  similar  rights 
and  privileges  be  accorded  by  that  Government  to  American  citieens  to  lay  telegraph 
cables  and  open  telegraph  offices  in  British  Columbia. 

The  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  has 
repeatedly  requested  permission  from  the  authorities  both  of  British  Columbia  and 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  lay  a  cable  to  Vancouver  Island  and  open  a  telegraph 
office  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  These  reasonable  requests  have  in  every  case 
been  entirely  unheeded,  or  the  permission  sought  has  been  refused. 
The  rights  they  claim  from  us  should  also  be  accorded  by  them  to  our  citizens. 
I  am,  (&c., 

THOMAS  T.  MINOR, 
President  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company, 


No.  151. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  Noveniher  23, 1883.  (Received  :N^ovember  27.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  been  informed  by  the  acting  British  agent  at  Zanzibar  of  the  capt- 
ure of  a  slave  <lhow  with  one  hund]ced  and  forty-nine  slaves  on  board, 
by  the  King  of  Johanna,  whose  loyal  action  in  this  aflfair  is  much 
praised. 

King  Abdallah  states  that  he  had  examined  the  owner  and  captain  of 
the  dhow,  who  affirmed  that  he  had  brought  the  slaves  for  Dr.  Wilson, 
an  American  citizen  owning  an  estate  called  "  Patsy  ^  in  Zanzibar. 

The  slaves  captured  and  freed  were  mostly  Maknas,  shipped  by  a 
slave-dealer  residing  at  Angona,  on  the  Mozambique  coast. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  the  statement  taken  by  King  Jo- 
I   banua,  and  Earl  Granville  has,  in  consequence,  requested  me  to  bring 
I   to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Wilson. 

Feeling  assure^  that  you  will  cause  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
j   truth  of  these  assertions, 
I  I  have,  &c., 

L.  8.  SAOKVILLE-WEST. 

P.  S.— I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  would  kindly  return  the  statement 
herewith  inclosed. 

S.-W. 


No.  152. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  November  30, 1883.  (Keceived  December  1.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  Earl  Gran- 
ville has  been  called  to  the  following  circumstances,  whereby  the  ex- 
penses of  the  burial  of  a  seaman  who  had  been  discharged  from  the 
United  States  Navy,  and  who  died  in  a  destitute  state  in  the  general 
hospital  at  Yokohama,  on  the  23d  May  last,  were  defrayed  out  of  the 
British  consular  chest.  It  would  appear  that  Her  Majesty's  consul  hav- 
ing found  among  the  papers  belonging  to  the  deceased  a  continuous- 
service  certificate  issued  under  the  United  States  Navy  regulations,  he 
saggested  to  the  hospital  •  authorities  that  they  should  apply  to  the 
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United  States  consal-general  as  to  whether  the  holding  of  Bach  a  eer- 
tiflcate  did  not  fix  the  holder  with^American  citizenship.  To  thk  ap- 
plication General  Van  Bnren  replied  in  the  negative,  adding  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  relieve  United  States  men-of-war's  men  when  dis- 
charged, even  in  cases  where  their  United  States  citizenship  was  beyond 
donbt. 

The  question  was  then  referred  to  the  United  States  naval  authori- 
ties, their  reply  being  that  once  a  continuous-service  certificate  lapses 
the  holder  loses  all  claim  to  assistance.  Her  Majesty's  consul,  in  re- 
porting this  case,  points  out  that  the  claim  for  the  payment  of  burial 
fees  may  have  been  more  fairly  made  on  the  British  than  on  the  United 
States  authorities,  inasmuch  as  the  deceased  was  a  native  of  Ireland;  but 
in  view  of  the  numerous  instances  of  seamen  of  British  nationality  serv- 
ing on  board  United  States  ships  of  war,  some  of  whom  have  retained 
their  nationality  while  others  may  have  accepted  United  States  citizen- 
ship, Her  Majesty's  Qiovernment  would  be  glad  to  learn  how  the  United 
States  regard  the  question,  and  Earl  Granville  has  consequently  in- 
structed me  to  invite  the  expression  of  their  opinion  on  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


No.  153. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  December  12,  1883.  (Received  December  13.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  proposal,  embodied  in 
a  copy  of  an  approved  report  of  a  committee  of  the  privy  council  of 
Canada,  having  in  view  the  removal  of  certain  Sioux  Indians,  a  remnant 
of  the  band  of  the  American  chief  Sitting  Bull,  from  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories back  to  the  United  States,  to  which  removal  the  Indians  are 
willing  to  submit  on  receiving  a  guarantee  that  they  shall  not  be  pun- 
ished for  any  offenses  which  they  may  have  committed  in  American  ter- 
ritory. In  submitting  this  proposal  to  me  for  the  consideration  of  the 
United  States  Government,  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  has  requested 
me  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  United  States  authorities  in  regard  to 
the  suggested  removal  and  the  terms  proposed. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S   SACKVILLE-WEST. 


Certified  copy  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  honorable  the  priry  council  for  Canad^r 
approved  by  his  exotllenoy  the  Governor- General  in  council  on  the  Ath  day  of  December, 

On  a  report  dated  23d  November,  1883,  from  the  superinteDdent-eeueral  of  Indian 
aflfaire,  statiDg  that  the  Indian  commissioner  for  Manitoba  and  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tories, in  a  communication  dated  3d  November  instant,  represented  that  the  Sioax  In- 
dians encamped  at  or  near  Wood  Mountain,  in  the  Northwest  Territories  (a  remnant 
numbering  600  of  the  band  of  the  American  chief  Sitting  Bull),  who  ded  to  this  conn- 
try  after  the  massacre  of  General  Custer  and  his  command,  and  who  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  the  summer  of  1881,  have  intimated  their  willingness  to  return  al^ 
to  the  United  States  provided  a  guarantee  be  given  them  that  they  will  be  treated 
as  the  other  members  of  Sitting  Bull's  band  were  treated  on  their  return  to  thatcoun- 
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try,  and  that  they  will  not  be  panished  for  any  offenses  they  may  have  committed  in 
American  Territory. 

The  minister  recommends  that  yonr  excellency  be  moved  to  ascertain  whether  the 
United  States  Government  will  receive  the  Indians  referred  to  back  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  them. 

The  minister  farther  recommends,  should  a  satisfactory  reply  ^e  received  from  the 
United  States  anthorities,  that  authority  be  given  to  the  Indian  commissioner  for  the 
Northwest  Territories  to  treat  with  these  Indians  with  a  view  to  their  early  retnm  to 
the  United  States. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  they  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  same  ifor  your  excellency's  approval. 

JOHN  J.  McGEE. 
Clerk  Privy  Council  Canada. 


No.  154. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  December  13, 1883.  (Received  December  14.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty^s  Government 
has  received  information  that  the  Egyptian  Government  is  about  to  ad- 
dress a  circular  to  the  powers  parties  to  the  system  of  mixed  tribunals 
in  Egypt  proposing  the  prolongation  of  those  tribunals  for  a  further 
period  of  five  years,  and  that  I  am  in3tructed  by  Earl  Granville  to  state 
to  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  ready  to  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal on  the  same  condition  as  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  prolongation 
of  the  tribunals,  viz,  subject  to  the  immediate  application  of  such  re- 
forms as  the  powers  may  in  the  mean  time  agree  upon. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


:JTo.  155. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Waskingtony  December  17, 1883. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  13th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  has 
received  information  that  the  Egyptian  Government  is  about  to  address 
a  circular  to  the  powers  parties  to  the  system  of  mixed  tribunals  in 
Egypt  proposing  the  prolongation  of  those  tribunals  for  the  further 
period  of  five  years,  and  that  you  are  instructed  by  Ijord  Granville  to 
say  that  your  Government  is  ready  to  assent  to  the  proposal  on  the 
same  condition  as  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  prolongation  of  the  tribu* 
nals,  viz,  subject  to  the  immediate  application  of  such  reforms  as  the 
powers  may  in  the  mean  time  agree  upon. 

Thanking  you  for  the  above  information,  I  have  to  say  in  reply  that 
when  the  Khedive's  Government  makes  the  proposal  this  Government 
will  probably  be  prepared  to  instruct  its  agent  at  Cairo  in  much  the 
same  sense  as  on  the  previous  occasions. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


236  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

No.  166. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  26, 1883. 
Sir  :  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th  instant, 
communicating  a  proposal  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  a  remnant  of 
Sitting  Bull's  band  from  Canadian  territory  to  the  United  States,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  receiving  the  consideration 
of  this  Government. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELrNGHUYSEN. 


No.  157. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  January  2, 1884.  (Received  January  4.) 
Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  28th  of  September  last,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  an  approved  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  privy  council  of  Canada,  setting  forth  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject  of  the  landing  of  a  proposed  cable  in  Wash- 
ington Territory. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


[liicloaare.J 

Report  of  a  committee  of  the  privy  oounqily  approved  by  the  Governor-General  in  council  on 

the  2l8t  of  December,  1883. 

The  committee  of  the  privy  council  have  bad  nnder  o^onsi deration  a  dispatch  dated 
6th  of  October,  1863,  from  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  transmlttinjg^  a  note, 
dat-ed  September  28  last,  and  inclosnres,  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  with  respect 
to  the  application  of  the  Canadian  Government  for  the  laying  of  a  cable  to  connect 
the  Canadian  telegraphic  system  with  the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company's  hnes 
to  Seattle  and  the  United  States  Government  line  to  Cape  Flattery. 

The  minister  of  public  works,  to  whom  the  dispatch  in  question  and  indoaares  were 
referred,  reports  that  this  permission  was  not  aesired  with  a  view  of  establishing  a 
telegraph  station  within  Ainerican  territory,  nor  with  the  intention  of  entering  into 
competition  with  either  the  United  States  60 vernment  or  the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph 
Company. 

The  minister  obseri'es  that  among  the  inclosures  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Minor,  presi- 
dent of  the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company,  ur^ng  upon  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  refuse  this  permission,  and  stating  that  similar  privileges  requested  from  the 
Canadian  Government  had  not  been  accorded  to  his  company. 

The  minister  represents  that  the  privileges  asked  by  Dr.  Minor  w^ere  not  only  to 
land  cables  on  the  shoves  of  British  Columbia,  and  then  connect  with  established 
lines,  but  also  to  open  an  independent  station  at  Victoria,  and  then  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  Canadian  Government  system  of  telegraphy  via  the  New  Westmin- 
ster and  the  boundary-line  route  to  the  same  town  of  Seattle. 

The  minister  further  reports  that  all  other  conditions  submitted  by  tho  United 
States  Grovernment  with  a  view  to  granting  this  permission  are  unobjectionable,  and 
he  recommends  that  the  fact  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  United  States  that  any  company  or  person  can,  upon  proper 
application,  subject,  of  course,  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
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prevent  competitioD  for  telegraph  business  within  the  province  of  British  Columbia, 
obtain  permission  from  the  Canadian  Government  to  land  cables  on  its  shores  ana 
there  connect  with  their  established  ]iues. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  report  of  the  minister  of  public  works,  and  they  re- 
spectfolly  advise  that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  minute, 
when  approved,  to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

JOHN  J.  McGEE, 
Clerk,  Queen's  Privy  Council  for  Candida. 


No.  158. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  West 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  8,  1884. 
Sir  :  With  further  reference  to  the  proposed  prolongation  for  an  ad- 
ditional term  of  five  years  of  the  system  of  mixed  tribunals  in  Egypt, 
which  was  the  subject  of  your  note  of  December  13  last,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you  that  this  Government  has  duly  received  the  cir- 
cular communication  of  the  Egyptian  Government  alluded  to,  in  which 
the  foregoing  proposition  was  embodied,  and  has  deemed  it  advisable 
to  assent  thereto. 

Instructions  have  accordingly  been  dispatched  that  this  conclusion  be 
forthwith  signified  to  the  Khedival  (Government. 
I  have,  &C., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUY8EN. 


No.  159. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washingtony  Ja/nuary  9, 1884. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
23d  of  November,  in  relation  to  the  capture  in  April  last,  by  the  King 
of  Johanna,  of  a  slave  dhow  with  a  large  number  of  slaves  on  board, 
which  the  master  of  the  vessel  was  in  the  act  of  delivering  to  one  Dr. 
Wflson,  the  owner  of  an  estate  called  "  Patsy"  in  Zanzibar,  and  which  the 
master  of  the  dhow  stated  had  been  bought  for  Dr.  Wilson,  who  is 
alleged  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Prom  whatever  standpoint  the  matter  may  be  viewed,  the  conduct 
of  the  King  of  Johanna  appears  to  have  been  praiseworthy  and  humane. 

It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this  Government  to  discountenance  in  everj- 
way  that  it  properly  can  any  connection  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
with  the  holding  of  slaves  or  the  traffic  in  them.  When,  however, 
American  citizens  place  themselves  outride  of  the  jurisdiction  of  their 
country  and  its  laws  a  difficulty  arises  in  attempting  to  deal  with  them. 

I  have  instructed  the  United  States  consul  at  Zanzibar  to  institute 
inquiries  in  relation  to  Dr.  Wilson's  American  citizenship,  and  also  as  to 
his  connection  with  the  traffic  in  slaves  or  with  the  system  of  slavery  in 
any  of  its  forms.     When  the  consul's  report  shall  have  been  received  I 
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will  la3^  it  before  the  President,  who  will  no  donbt  direct  sach  action  to 
be  taken  as  the  facts  may  warrant. 

I  return  the  printed  statement  inclosed  in  your  note,  in  pursuance  of 
your  request. 

I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEK 


No.  160. 
Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  10,  1884. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  previous  correspondence,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d  instant,  in  regard  to  the 
application  of  the  Canadian  Telegraph  Company  to  land  a  cable  in 
Washington  Territory,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  receiving 
the  consideration  of  this  Government. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  161. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  13, 1884. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  reply  of  the  10th  ultimo  to  your  note  of 
the  2d  of  that  mouth,  concerning  the  application  of  the  Canadian  aathor- 
ities  to  land  a  telegraph  cable  in  Washington  Territorj^,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  it  appears,  from  inquiries  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  made  in  reference  to  the  matter,  that  the  granting  of  the 
desired  ])ermission  would  make  the  Canadian  line  a  competing  one  with 
the  Puget  Sound  Telegraph  Company's  line,  and  would  place  the  latter 
company  at  a  disadvantage  unless  it  should  not  only  be  permitted  to 
land  a  cable  at  Victoria,  but  to  establish  local  offices  in  the  Dominion 
for  the  reception  of  business  there. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  the  President  adheres  to  the 
requirements  set  forth  in  my  note  to  you  of  the  28th  of  September  last 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  162. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  16, 1884. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  previous  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  appUca- 
tion  of  the  Oantulian  authorities  to  land  a  cable  "  for  the  purpose  of 
connecting  the  Canadian  Government  telegraph  system  near  Victoria, 
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Vancouver  iBiaDcl,  and  Point  Angelos,  Washington  Territorj',  there  to 
connect  with  the  Paget  Soand  Telegraph  Company's  line  to  Seattle  and 
with  the  United  States  Government  line  to  Cape  Flattery,''  I  have  now 
the  honor,  in  farther  reply  to  yoar  note  of  the  2d  of  January  last  on  that 
subject,  to  note  the  observation  of  the  committee  of  the  Dominion  privy 
council  in  the  copy  of  the  minute  of  that  body  which  you  inclose  with 
yoor  note,  in  which  the  committee  say :  , 

That  any  company  or  person  can,  upon  proper  application,  subject,  of  course,  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  competition  for  telegraph  busi- 
ness within  the  province  of  British  Columbia,  obtain  permission  from  the  Canadian 
GoTemment  to  land  cables  on  its  shores  and  there  connect  with  their  established  lines. 

Am  I  correct  in  assuming  from  the  passage  I  have  quoted  that  the 
Dominion  Government  owns  and  controls  the  "  Canadian  telegraph  sys- 
tem," including  the  line  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  application  t 
If  that  line  is  owned  and  controlled  by  private  individuals  or  by  a  pri- 
vate corporation,  there  might  be  danger  that,  after  the  Puget  Sound 
Company  had  connected  with  the  Canadian  line  in  British  Columbia, 
Biich  obstacles  might  be  thrown  in  it«  way,  in  the  legitimate  prosecution 
of  its  business,  as  to  render  the  connection  useless,  or  at  least  detrimental 
or  disadvantageous,  to  the  Puget  Sound  Company. 

The  Dominion  Government  say,  in  the  minutes  of  the  privy  coancll, 
that ''  all  other  conditions  [except  that  regarding  the  Puget  Sound  Com- 
panyj  submitted  by  the  United  States  Government  are  unobjectionable." 
If  this  Government  can  receive  through  you  from  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment assurances  that  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  upon  connecting  with 
the  Canadian  line  on  the  shores  of  British  Columbia,  will  be  afforded 
equal  advantages,  privileges,  and  facilities  in  the  transaction  of  its  own 
proper  business  and  the  prompt  and  regular  transmission  of  its  messages 
with  those  accorded  to  or  possessed  by  the  managers  of  the  Canadian 
line  in  British  Columbia,  or  with  those  which  may  be  granted  to  any 
other  connecting  cable,  the  President  directs  me  to  say  that  the  priv- 
ilege now  asked  by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  land  their  cable  on  the 
shores  of  the  United  States  in  Washington  Territory-  will  be  at  once  ac- 
corded to  the  Dominion  Government,  in  accordance  with  my  note  of  the 
28th  of  September  last. 


I  have,  &c., 


FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  163. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtanj  February  18, 1884. 
8iE :  With  reference  to  my  reply  of  the  26th  of  December  last  to 
yoor  note  of  the  12th  of  that  month,  with  reference  to  the  removal  of 
the  remnant  of  Sitting  Bull's  band  of  Sioux  Indians  from  Canada  back 
to  the  United  States,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  ac- 
tion looking  to  the  return  of  these  Indians  to  this  country  can  be  taken 
by  the  Interior  Department  until  an  appropriation  shall  have  been 
made  by  Congress,  there  being  no  fund  at  present  available  for  their 
care  and  support.  In  view  of  this  fact,  my  colleague  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  has  submitted  the  subject  to  the  proper  committee  of  Cott^ 
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gress,  and  has  asked  for  an  appropriation  to  enable  him  to  take  charge 
of  the  Indians  in  question  in  case  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made 
for  their  return,  provided  that  in  no  event  shall  this  Government  be  re- 
quired to  receive  them  till  the  spring  opens. 

Adding  that  should  Congress  take  favorable  action  in  reference  to 
the  appropriation  which  has  been  asked  for,  this  Government  will  be 
prepared  at  the  proper  time  to  receive  the  remnant  of  Sitting  Bull's 
band,  and  to  give  them  a  guarantee  of  indemnity  for  passed  offenses  in 
case  they  agree  to  return  to  this  country  and  behave  themselves, 
I  have,  &c., 

FKBD'K  T.  FKELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  164. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  West, 

Depabtbient  op  State, 
Washingtony  April  7, 1884. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  30th  of  November  last,  in 
which  you  refer  to  the  case  of  a  seaman  of  British  nativity  who  died  at 
Yokohama,  Japan,  in  May,  1883,  having  in  his  possession  a  continuous- 
service  certificate  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  request  the  views  of 
this  Department  as  to  whether  seamen  of  British  nativity  discharged 
from  United  States  naval  vessels  and  in  a  destitute  condition  in  foreign 
ports  should  be  relieved  by  the  American  Gk)vemment  or  that  of  Great 
Britain,  in  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  note  the  attention  of  the  American  consul  at  Yokohama  was  called 
to  the  matter.  A  report  has  now  been  received  from  him^  from  which  it 
appears  that  John  Devany,  the  seaman  in  question,  was  discharged  from 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  February,  1880,  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1883.  The  mere  fact  that  this  man  had  at  one  time  served  in  the 
American  Navy  would  not  seem  to  place  this  Government  under  obliga- 
tions to  defray  his  funeral  expenses,  upon  his  death,  years  afterwards, 
even  had  he  been  an  American  citizen.  The  continuous-service  certifi* 
cate  found  in  the  possession  of  this  man  cannot  be  regarded  as  creat- 
ing  any  such  obligation,  as  such  certificates  are  issued  to  enlisted  men 
in  the  United  States  Navy  entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge,  and  are 
intended  to  encourage  good  men  to  continue  in  the  service  by  enabling 
them  to  re-enlist  with  increased  pay,  and  to  secure  other  benefits  accru- 
ing after  a  period  of  continuous  service. 

With  regard  to  the  general  subject,  a  seaman  enlisting  in  the  Ameri- 
can Navy  within  the  geographical  limits  of  the  United  States  is  entitled, 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  to  be  returned  to  a 
port  upon  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  coast,  according  to  circumstances,  or 
may,  at  his  option,  receive  hisdischarge  at  a  foreign  port,  unless  the  pub- 
lic interests  require  that  he  shall  be  temporarily  retain^  in  the  service. 
When  his  enlistment  occurs  without  the  limits  referred  to,  he  has  no  op- 
tion as  to  the  place  of  discharge,  but  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  proper 
commanding  oflacer,  be  discharged  at  a  foreign  port  or  temporarily  re- 
tained in  the  service.  If,  in  the  case  of  enlistment  in  the  United  States, 
the  seaman  elects  to  be  discharged  at  a  foreign  i)ort,  he  thereby  waives 
the  right  of  transportation  to  the  United  States.     Under  those  regola- 
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Uans  it  is  not  probable  that  oases  of  the  discharge  of  seamen  from 
American  naval  vessels  in  foreign  ports  in  a  destitate  condition  will 
often  occnr. 

As  to  the  case  nnder  consideration,  it  wonld  seem  that  the  moral  ob- 
ligations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  burial  of  the  deceased  attach 
rather  to  the  representative  of  the  Government  of  which  he  had  always 
been  a  subject  than  to  that  of  the  Government  to  which  he  had  only 
renderecl  temporary  service,  for  which  he  had  received  due  compen- 
sation. 

I  have,  &c., 

FBBiyK  T.  FKBLTNGHUTSElSr. 


No.  165. 
Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  May  1, 1884.    (Received  May  2.) 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  certified  copy 
of  a  report  by  the  committee  of  the  privy  council  of  Canada,  with  a  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant-governor  of  British  Columbia,  inclosing 
a  report  by  the  attomey.general  of  that  Province,  which  1  have  received 
from  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

These  papers  have  reference  to  a  case  of  lynching  which  has  recently 
oecnrred  at  Sumass,  in  British  Columbia. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  lieutenant-governor  that  the 
Indian  prisoner,  Lem  Tarn,  who  was  the  victim  of  this  outrage,  was  for- 
cibly rescued  from  the  officers  of  the  law  and  put  to  death  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  atrocity,  and  that  the  persons  by  whom  this  outrage 
was  committed  are  believed  to  have  entered  the  territory  of  British 
Colombia  from  the  United  States. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  has  therefore  requested  me  to  bring  this 
case  to  the  notice  of  the  United  States  Government,  in  the  hope  that 
Bieasares  may  be  taken  for  the  punishment  of  the  criminals,  should  it 
be  ascertained  that  they  entered  British  Columbia  from  the  United 
States. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  at  the  same  time  expresses  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  readiness  manifested  by  the  governor  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritoiy  to  co-operate  ccgrdially  with  the  executive  of  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia  in  endeavoring  to  bring  them  to  justice. 
I  have  &c« 

'       '  L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


CerUJitd  copy  of  a  repori  of  a  committee  of  the  honorable  the  privjf  counoilf  approved  hg  hie 
eioeUenoy  the  Oovernor-Oeneral  in  oounoU  on  the  3d  April,  1884. 

On  a  report  dftted  27th  March,  1884,  from  the  minister  of  Jnstioe,  stating  that  he  has 
had  before  him  a  dispatch,  dated  7th  March  instant,  from  the  lieu  tenant-governor  of 
British  Colombia,  representing  that  an  outrage  was  committed  at  Somass,  in  New 
Weatmioster  district,  British  Columbia,  by  persons  presumably  from  the  United  States 
«f  America,  taking  an  Indian  prisoner  named  Lem  Tarn  from  lawful  custody  and 
hanging  him. 

Tm  miniater  reoommends  that  copies  of  the  dispatch,  and  of  the  report  of  the  attor- 
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ney-general  of  British  Colambim  attached  thereto,  be  tranamittccl  to  the  British  aun- 
ieter  at  Washington. 

The  comniiltee  respectfully  advise  that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  transmit  the 
jiapers  above  refeirea  to  to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  accordingly. 

JOHN  J.  llcG££, 
CUrk  Qnem*9  iVtry  Ommcilfor  CmaOu. 


Attornbt-General's  Office, 
Victoria,  BHi%9h  Columbia,  March  6, 18B4. 
May  it  please  vonr  honor,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yonr  honor : 

(1)  That  on  the  27th  Febmary  ultimo,  William  M.  Campbell,  of  Upper  Snmass,  New 
Westminster  district,  British  Columbia,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  peac^ 
iMued  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  one  Louie  Tam,  a  British  Columbian  Indian,  charged 
by  Robert  C.  Beckenridge,  an  American  citizen  from  Nooksachk,  Washington  Terri- 
tory, with  murdering  one  James  Bell  on  the  24th  February  ultimo,  at  Nooksachk, 
Wasnins^ton  Territory. 

(2)  That  the  Indian  Louie  Tam  was  duly  arrested  and  placed  by  Mr.  Campbell  in 
the  custody  of  two  special  constables,  to  be  conveyed  by  them  to  New  Westminster 
for  safe-keepiuff. 

(3)  That  on  the  night  of  the  27th  February  ultimo,  whUe  the  prisoner  so  in  custody 
of  the  law  was  at  York'd,  British  Columbia,  a  body  of  armed  men  (abont  sixty  in 
number^  wrested  him  from  the  constables  and  carried  him  away. 

(4)  Tnat  on  the  morning  of  the  2dth  February  ultimo  the  body  of  the  prisoner 
was  found  hanging  from  a  tree,  with  a  rope  arouna  bis  neck. 

(5)  That  at  an  inquest  held  on  the  bodv  on  the  1st  of  March  instant,  the  coroner's 
Jory  returned  the  following  verdict :  **  That  Louie  Tam,  an  Indian,  being  a  prisoner 
in  the  hands  of  special  constables  at  Snmass,  in  the  Province  of  British  Columbia^ 
was,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  day  of  February,  18H4,  forcibly  taken  from  the  aaia 
apeoial  constables  by  a  party  of  men  supposed  to  be  from  the  United  States  territotiy, 
and  by  them  taken  and  nanged  by  the  neck  until  he  was  dead,  upon  a  tree  about  500 
feet  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  British  Columbia  and  the  United  Statee  of 
America,  on  the  telegraph  line,  being  within  the  territory  of  the  Province  of  British 
Colombia." 

I  have,  4b 0., 

ALEX.  E.  B.  DAVIE. 

AUamejf-  GemerdL 


QovKRxifiENT  HousB,  YiCTOBiA,  Morok  7, 1884. 

Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  telegraphing  to  you  to  the  effect  thai 
on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo  a  body  of  men  from  the  neighboring  Washington 
Territory  of  the  United  States  had  crossed  the  bounds^  line  between  that  country 
mnd  British  Columbia,  and  at  a  place  called-  **  York's,"  at  Snmass,  in  New  Westminster 
district,  had  taken  from  the  custody  of  the  law  an  In<iian  named  Lem  Tam,  who  was 
eharffed  with  the  murder  of  one  Jamev  Bell,  at  Nooksachk,  Wash.,  and  had  assassi- 
nated him  by  hanging. 

I  have  allowed  a  few  days  to  elapse  before  writing  on  the  subject,  in  the  hope  of 
having  some  definite  information  to  forward  as  to  the  identity  of  some  of  those  who 
committed  this  unparalleled  outrage,  but  I  regret  to  f^ay  that  up  to  the  present  time 
we  have  been  unable,  with  our  best  endeavors,  to  fasten  tbe  crime  on  any  one  or  any 
number  of  persons. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  first  intelligence  of  what  had  occurred,  the  super- 
intendent of  police  was  dispatched  to  Sumass,  and  under  his  direction  an  inquest  was 
held  on  the  body  of  the  Indian,  when  the  following  verdict  was  found  :  ''That  Louie 
Tam,  an  Indian,  being  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  special  constables  at  Snmass,  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  was.  on  the  night  of  tbe  27th  day  of  February,  1^4, 
forcibly  taken  from  the  said  special  constables  by  a  party  of  men  snpposed  to  be  from 
tbe  United  States  territory,  and  by  them  taken  and  hanged  by  the  neck  until  be 
IV  us  dead,  upon  a  tree  about  500  feet  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  British 
Columbia  and  the  United  States  of  America,  on  tbe  telegraph  line,  being  within  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia." 

1  regret  to  learn  that  there  was  an  evident  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Jnrv  to 
fix  I  he  guilt  of  tbe  act  committed  on  any  parties,  and  that  they  even  insi8t  in  their 
verdict  that  the  party  of  men  were  **  avppoaod  to  be  fr«»m  the  United  States  territory," 
when  there  could  apparently  be  no  doubt  as  to  whence  they  came. 

A  report  is  current  that  it  is  now  thought  that  the  nnfortunate  Indian  had  nothing 
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to  do  with  tlie  murder  of  Bell,  bnt  that  the  man  from  Washington  Territory  who  first 
tried  to  fix  the  guilt  npon  him  wae  himself  implicated;  and,  further,  that  Robert  C. 
Beckenridge,  who  laid  the  iuformation  against  the  Indian,  wae  the  person  who  headed 
the  mob  that  subsequently  seized  and  hung  him. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  my  attorney- general  to  mj  self  on  the  subject. 
Immediately  that  the  fact  of  the  committal  of  the  outrage  became  known  to  me,  I 
eaased  tb^  goYemor  of  Washington  Territory,  Mr.  Newell,  to  be  communicated  with, 
and  also  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  district  from  which  the  body  of  men  came. 
Both  gentlemen  at  once  expressed  their  readiness  to  do  what  they  could  towards  the 
invtstigation  of  the  matter,  and  promised  tbat  their  police  should  assist  in  eyery  way, 
bnt  I  have  but  little  hope  of  being  able  to  bring  it  home  to  any  persons. 

The  men  engaged  in  the  outrage  were  all  disguised  and  the  deed  was  done  at  night. 
A  ease  of  ** lynching''  bas  neyer  before  occurred  in  British  Columbia.  The  people 
baye  always  felt  that  Justice  should  follow  the  usual  course,  and  the  fact  is  that  Jut- 
tice  has  always  been  promptly  and  fairly  dealt  out  to  those  charged  with  crime.  It 
is  therefore  not  1o  be  wondered  at  that  there  is  popular  indignation  Mt  and  ex- 
pressed at  what  has  occurred,  and  although  in  one  sense  it  is  satisfactory  to  feel 
that  the  outrage  was  not  committed  by  British  subjects,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  intolerable  that  foreigners  should  haye  dared  to  cross  the  boundary  to  commit  it, 
and  that  the  probability  is  that  the  offenders  will  escape  punishment. 

I  shall  not  rail  to  exert  all  efforts  to  obtain  further  eyidence  and  information,  and 
while  I  do  not  presume  to  offer  any  obseryations  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the 
Geyemment  of  the  Dominion,  yet  I  may  express  my  confidence  that  that  Goyemment 
will  pay  all  due  attention  to  so  grave  a  matter,  and  make  such  representations  upoii 
it  to  the  Goyemment  of  the  United  States  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  require, 
I  haye,  &o., 

CLEMENT  F.  CORNWALL, 

Lieut' Oovemor, 


No.  166. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  We$t. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  8,  1884. 
Sib:  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  the  1st  instant,  in 
idation  to  a  case  of  lynching  in  British  Golurobia  alleged  to  have  been 
oommitted  by  American  citizens  ftt)m  Washington  Territory,  1  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
Oovemment. 

I  have,  &c., 

PRBD'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  167. 

Mr.  Frelinghugien  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  May  21,  1884. 
8iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
brought  by  you  to  the  attention  of  ihe  Governor-General  of  Canada,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  recently  received  by  this  Department  from  Mr.  Henry 
HcMorran,  general  manager  of  the  Port  Huron  and  Northwestern  Rail- 
way, in  relation  to  a  ferry  privilege  granted  in  August  of  last  yoar  by 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Sarnia,  Canada,  to  Mr.  James  Lock  head, 
oonferring  on  him  the  exclusive  ferry  privileges  for  twenty-seven  yeHrs 
between  that  town  and  Port  Huron,  on  the  opposite  American  shore. 
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It  seems,  further,  from  the  statements  of  Mr.  McMorrau's  letter,  that 
the  right  to  grant  such  exclusive  privilege  is  claimed  by  Sarnia  under 
a  provision  in  the  charter  granted  twent> -three  years  ago ;  and  by  the 
local  by  laws  and  municipal  regulations  of  Port  Samia,  it  seems  also 
that  heavy  penalties  and  personal  arrest  and  imprisonment  are  de> 
nianded  against  vessels  and  masters  of  such  vessels,  other  thtfn  Britii^bf 
entering  that  port  without  going  through  the  formalities  of  custom* 
house  entry  and  clearance. 

By  the  existence  of  the  exclusive  privilege  referred  to,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  these  municipal  regulations,  ferry-boats  owned  by  American 
citizens  at  Port  Huron  are  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  plying  between 
that  port  and  Port  Sarnia.  While  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  municipal 
authorities  of  Port  Sarnia,  or  the  Dominion  or  provincial  government^ 
may  grant  such  a  privilege  to  any  subject  of  Her  Majesty  in  Ontario  or 
any  other  part  of  the  British  North  American  possessions,  excluding 
all  other  citizens  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  or  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
it  is  conceived  that  the  application  of  the  rule  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  is  in  contravention  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  treaties  on  the 
subject  between  the  two  nations  from  1783  down  to  that  of  1842.  in  all 
of  which  the  navigation  of  the  waters  forming  the  boundary  line  l>e- 
tween  the  United  States  and  Her  Majesty's  North  American  possessions, 
by  the  vessels  of  both  countries,  is  contemplated  and  provided  for  on 
an  entirely  free  and  equal  footing. 

Ferry-boats  on  these  waters  must,  of  course,  comply  with  such  regu- 
lations as  may  be  properly  made  by  the  local  municipal  authorities  of 
the  ailjacent  neighboring  cities  or  towns  on  each  side  of  the  boundary 
between  which  they  ply ;  but  these  regulations,  it  is  contended  by  this 
Government,  should  be  common  to  the  boats  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Any  other  view  than  this  of  the  existing  treaty  stipulations 
would,  it  is  believed,  lead  to  practices  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
looked  upon  than  as  an  obstruction  to  commerce.  I  need  not  observe 
to  you  that  in  case  the  municipal  authorities  of  Port  Huron,  under  such 
]>ower  as  it  might  be  vested  with  by  the  legislature  of  Michigan,  should 
adopt  a  similar  course  to  tuat  inaugurated  by  the  authorities  of  Port 
Sarnia,  it  could  only  result  in  giving  rise  to  a  state  of  unfriendly  and 
unneighborly  feeling  between  the  two  municipalities,  which  both  this 
Government  and  that  of  Her  Majesty  entertain  a  common  and  earnest 
desire  to  obviate  at  all  times.  I  de^m  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  extended  discussion  of  the  subject,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  this 
simple  suggestion  of  the  matter  to  the  Governor-General,  through  yon, 
will  secure  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  remedy  the  existing 
evil  and  remove  the  cause  of  complaint  now  presented  on  the  part  of 
the  Port  Huron  municipality. 
I  have,  &c., 

FBBD^K  T.  FBBLIN6HUY8BN. 


[Inolonire.] 

Mr,  McMorran  to  Mr,  F^Ungku$9en, 

Port  Huron,  BficH.,  April  21, 1884. 

Dkar  Sir:  A  oontroveny  hae  arisen  at  this  point  in  relation  to  a  ferry  fraoohise 

iH^tween  this  city  and  the  viUage  of  Sarnia,  on  the  opposite  shore,  in  the  Dominion  of 

Canada,  by  the  viUage  of  Sarnia  granting  to  a  man  named  James  Look  head  the  exeln- 

Bive  right  to  ferry  ^tween  that  viUage  and  this  city  for  a  period  of  twenty-aeTcn 
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years  from  August,  1883,  under  a  special  act  granted  to  that  village  by  the  Governor- 
General  of  tbe  Province  of  Canada  some  twenty-three  years  ago.  We  have  four  boats 
engaged  in  the  ferry  business,  and  is  the  only  ferry  line  that  has  existed  continually 
between  the  two  points  for  the  last  thirty  years.  We  desire  to  know  whether  the 
yillafife  of  Samia  has  the  power  to  grant  an  exclusive  franchise  of  this  nature,  thereby 
shotting  off  our  boats  from  landing  on  that  side,  without  conflicting  with  some  of  the 
intemationiil  treaties  in  existence.  I  understand  that  our  United  States  statutes  al- 
low ferry-boats  to  land  here  without  clearing  and  reporting^  which  would  give  them 
free  access  to  our  side,  while  our  boats  are  shut  out  from  landing  on  their  side  by  their 
local  by-law,  which  provides  for  the  arrest  of  the  officer  of  any  boat  landing  on  that 
side  except  boats  controlled  by  this  Lockhead,  and  fining  them,  in  the  discretion  of 
their  village  magistrate,  from  $20  to  (50  for  each  landing,  which  is  prohibitory  to  our 
boats.  Any  information  you  can  give  me  will  be  duly  appreciated. 
I  am,  SlCj 

HENRY  McMORRAN. 


No.  168. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  May  24, 1884.  (Received  May  26.) 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
2l8t  instant,  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  McMorran 
relative  to  certain  ferry  privileges  granted  by  the  mnnicipal  authorities 
of  Sarnia  to  Mr.  James  Lockhead,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Govenior-General  of  Can- 
ada. 

I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLB-WEST. 


No.  169. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  of  State, 

WdshingtoUj  June  5, 1884. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  reply  of  the  8th  ultimo  to  your  note  of 
the  Ist  of  that  month,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Indian  prisoner  Lem 
Tam,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  from 
the  governor  of  Washington  Territory  in  relation  to  the  matter,  which 
I  have  received  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Adding  that  I  am  advised  by  the  Attorney-General  that  the  officers 
of  the  Department  of  Justice  are  engaged  in  investigating  the  sub- 
ject, 

I  have,  &c., 

FKED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inolosore.] 
Mr,  Teller  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyeen, 

DbPARTMENT  of  THB  IiniERIOR, 

Washington,  June  2,  1884.     (Received  Jane  3.) 
8iR :  RefeniD^  to  your  communicfttion  of  the  8tb'  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a 
iu»te  firom  the  British  minister  at  this  capital  in  relation  to  a  case  of  lynching  in  Brit- 
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jsh  Cnlambia  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  American  citizeos  from  Washing- 
ton Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  goT- 
•mor  of  Waehingrton  Territory  relative  to  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  M.  TELLER, 


EXBCUnVE  DBPARTBfBNTy  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY,  May  21,   1884, 

Hon.  Henry  M.  Teller, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  dated 
May  9, 1884,  with  accompanying  papers,  concerning  the  lynching  of  "  Indian  Jaok  " 
in  British  Columbia,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  correspondence  whioh 
was  held  immediately  thereafter : 

[TetegnuD.] 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  February  28. 
Governor  Newell  : 

Indian  Jack,  supposed  murderer  of  Bell  at  Nookeachk,  Washington  Territory, 
was  lynched  last  night  by  parties  from  Washington  Territory.  Names  as^et  unknown. 
Please  instrnct  your  police  to  watch  for  and  arrest  parties  on  their  return.  Pending 
our  application  for  extradition,  our  governor  will  communicate  with  you  as  soon  as 
is  possible.  ALEXANDER  E.  DAVIS, 

A  ttomey-Qeiierui. 

To  whioh  I  replied : 

Olympia,  W.  T.,  February  29. 

Hon.  Alexander  E.  Davis, 

Attomey-Generaly  BriHeh  Columbia : 
Notified  Secretary  of  State,  and  requested  Prosecutor  Bradshaw  to  act  immediately 
and  vigorously. 

WM.  A.  NEWELL, 

Gorernor. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bradshaw, 

Port  Toumsendf  W,  T,: 
Attorney-general  British  Columbia  telegraphs  lynching  of  Indian  Jack,  asking 
arrest  of  lynchers.    Please  act  immediately  and  vigorously. 

WM.  A.  NEWELL, 

Governor, 
To  which  Mr.  Bradshaw  replied  by  letter : 

Port  Townsend,  W.  T.,  Ifarcik  3,  1884. 
Hon.  William  A.  Newell, 

Governor  WaehingUm  Territory: 
Sir  :  I  received  vour  telegram  on  Saturday  too  late  to  write  the  attorney-general  of 
British  Columbia  oy  the  mail  of  that  day,  but  have  to-day  expressed  to  him  by  loi- 
ter, tendering  him  all  the  assistance  I  can  render^  by  myself  or  the  police  authoriUea 
subordinate  to  me,  to  ferret  out  and  bring  to  Justice  the  persons  offending  or  engaged 
in  the  late  raid  into  British  Columbia  from  or  near  Nooksaohk,  in  Whatcom  County. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  M.  BRADSHAW, 
ProeecuHng  Attorney  Third  Judicial  DislricL 

I  have  had  no  further  official  communication  from  Mr.  Bra<lshaw,  but  in  a  conversa- 
tion he  has  informed  me  that  he  had  used  all  means  in  his  power  to  discover  the  per- 
petrators of  the  crime,  without  success. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  from  the  attorney -general  of  British 
Columbia,  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  as  follows: 

Executive  Department  Washington  Territory, 

'  February  29, 1884. 

I  have  the  following  telegram  and  assured  best  efforts.  Notified  prosecuting  at* 
tomey  to  act  vigorously.    No  money  at  hand  for  any  expenses  whatever. 

WM.  A.  NEWELL, 
Governor  WaskingUm  TerriUtry^ 
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Tbe  teleji^iii  wm  aoeoinpanted  by  a  eopy  of  that  from  the  attomey-g^iraral  of 
British  Columbia. 

I  corresponded  with  the  State  Department  beoaoee  I  bad  been  oommanicated  with 
by  that  Department  in  a  case  of  lyuchinff  of  a  British  sabject  two  years  ago  at  Seattie. 
This  constitates  my  entire  action  and  Knowledge  of  the  ease. 
If  any  further  promcntion  is  desired  please  give  direction. 
I  am,  &c., 

WM.  A.  NEWELL, 

Qofernor, 


No.  170. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washingkton,  June  12, 1884.  (Received  June  13.) 
8iR:  With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  further  approved  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  privy  council  of  Canada  ^n  connection  with  the  case 
of  lynching  in  British  Columbia,  which  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  has 
requested  me  to  communicate  to  you. 
I  have,  &C., 

L.  S.  8ACKVILLB-WEST. 


[Iiiolo«are.l 

CertyUd  eonw  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  honorable  the  privif  oounoUf  approved  ^ 
hie  excellency  the  Oovemor-Qeneral  in  covnoil  on  the  24  June,  1884. 

^  Tbe  committee  of  the  privy  conncll  have  had  before  them  a  memorandam  dated 
19th  May,  1884,  from  the  right  honorable  the  superintendent  general  of  Indian  affairs, 
incloeinjB^  copies  of  communications,  under  date  2l8t  March  and  29th  April  last,  from 
tbe  Indian  snperintendent  at  Victoria,  British  Oolnmbia  (the  original  of  which  had 
gone  astray  en  route  from  British  Columbia^,  relative  to  the  murder  of  an  Indian  boy 
of  fifteen  years  of  age,  near  Sumass,  in  British  Columbia,  by  a  mob  from  the  American 
side  of  the  boundary  line. 

The  superintendent-general  of  Indian  affairs  observes  that,  under  date  3d  April 
last,  your  excellency  was  moved  to  transmit  copies  of  a  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  of  a  report  of  the  attorney-general  of  British  Columbia,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington»  and  he,  the  minister,  recommends  tbe 
transmission  of  the  accompanying  papers  also  in  connection  therewith. 

Tbe  committee  respectfully  advise  that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  accompanying  papers,  bearing  upon  the  subject  above  referred  to,  t4>  Her  Majea^ 
ty's  minister  at  Washington,  to  be  submitted  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  tbe  United  States. 

JOHN  .T.  MoGEE. 
Clerk  Privy  Council,  Canai: 

(<r.  W.  Powell,  iBdlsn  ■DperiateDdeBt,  to  the  hoiioT»ble  tbe  saperinteiident^eneTsl  of  flndiati  aAAn^ 

0t(aw».] 

British  Columbia  Indian  Office, 

Victoria,  April  29,  1884. 
Sir:  Beferring  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant.  No.  12061  advising  me  that  mj 
letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  223  L,  has  not  been  received  at  Ottawa,  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  herewith  copy  of  my  letter  above  mentioned,  with  accompanying  indosures^ 
I  have.  &o,, 

J.  W.  POWELL. 


British  Columbia  Indian  Officb, 

Victoria,  March  21,  1884. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Agent  McTiernan,  rola- 
tiye  to  an  outrage  committed  on  an  Indian  boy  of  fifteen  jrears  of  age,  near  Sumasv 
(within  British  territory),  by  a  mob  from  the  American  side  of  the  boundary  line. 


Digitized  by  "kjkjvjwik. 


248  FOBEIGN   RELATIONS. 

i^ith  a  statement  from  tie  repreeeDtatives  of  several  Indian  bands  who  had  met  in 
order  to  take  some  action  in  the  matter. 

It  appears  that  a  person  Darned  Bell  was  murdered  by  some  party  or  parties  un- 
known, near  Nooksachk. 

The  Indian  boy  was  ai rested  on  suspicion,  and,  whilst  in  the  hands  of  the  consta- 
ble at  Suroass,  was  seized  by  an  armed  mob  from  the  United  States  territory  and 
summarily  executed. 

I  considered  it  proper  to  briug  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  lieutenant-governor 
in  council,  and  beg  to  foiward  a  copy  of  my  letter  relating  thereto  to  the  provincial 
secretary. 

Meantime,  as  it  is  important  to  show  t|)e  Indians,  who  are  not  only  deserving  of 
sympathy  but  of  redress  for  their  painful  grievance,  I  should  he  glad  to  have  your 
further  direction  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  W.  POWELL, 

Indian  Svperintendent. 

New  Westminster,  British  Columbia,  ifaro^  14, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you.  by  request  of  127  Indians,  the  statement  (hey 
made  to  me  at  a  meeting  they  held  at  Sqnehalo  on  Mouday  and  Tuesday  last  to  con- 
aider  the  action  of  some  Americans  who  came  to  Sumass  and  took  an  Indian  boy  named 
Lewey,  fifteen  years  old,  and  lynched  him.  I  had  great  trouble,  for  the  time  they  were 
in  council,  to  restrain  them  trom  going  in  a  body  across  the  boundary  line  to  Nook- 
sachk and  taking  the  first  white  man  they  met  and  taking  him  to  the  spot  where  th« 
Indian  boy  was  nanged  and  treating  him  in  the  same  manner. 

The  Indians  were  fully  prepared  for  a  start  at  any  moment  they  got  the  word 
from  their  headmen. 

I  had  been  very  lucky  to  be  there  in  time  to  prevent  them  from  going.  There 
was  a  delej^ation  from  ever}-  band  on  the  Eraser  River  from  Yale  to  Lan^ley  at  the 
meeing.  They  were  burning  with  anger.  They  are  positively  under  the  impresBion 
that  a  white  man  named  Ueisterman,  telegraph  operator  at  Nooksachk,  murdered 
Bell,  and  then  organized  a  mob  and  led  them  across  the  Sumass  to  lynch  the  Indian 
boy,  so  as  to  screen  his  own  guilt.  I  succeeded  in  sending  them  all  back  to  their 
homes,  promising  them  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  look  after  the  matter 
and  would  brin^  the  parties  to  justice  ii  they  could  possibly  be  found. 

I  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to  write  me  a  letter  on  the  subject  that  will  be 
pleasing  to  them,  which  I  may  read  to  them  at  their  next  meeting,  which  will  be 
early  in  May. 

I  have,  &o., 

P.  McTIERNAN, 

Indian  Agent, 

Chiluwhack,  British  Columbia,  March  11,  1884. 

We  are  very  glad  that  you  came  to  see  us  at  this  time.  We  wish  to  let  you  know  the 
sickness  of  ouriiearts  occasioned  by  the  outrage  committed  on  us  by  a  mob  of  Amer- 
icans who  had  come  to  Sumass  and  took  an  innocent  Indian  boy  fit  teen  years  of  age 
and,  without,  five  minutes'  warning,  lynched  him  to  the  next  tree  they  met. 

We  want  you  to  take  the  few  words  we  have  to  say  down  on  paper  and  send  it  to 
Superintendent  Powell.  He  always  has  been  our  good  friend.  We  know  he  will  be 
grieved  at  what  the  white  men  have  done  to  us.  Because  we  are  Indians  they  have 
done  so. 

We  are  all  unanimous  that  we  are  fully  justified  in  goin^  immediately,  in  very  large 
numbers,  across  the  boundary  lice,  and  take  the  first  white  men  we  meet  and  bring 
them  to  the  very  spot  where  they  hung  the  Indian  and. treat  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner. We  hope  you  will  agree  with  our  decision.  There  are  a  good  many  of  our  men 
here  present  who  objected  to  letting  you  know  anything  about  their  intention  until 
it  was  all  over,  but  the  majority  of  us  decided  to  tell  you  everything  and  take  your 
advice.  We  request  that  Dr.  Powell  will  let  the  Government  at  Ottawa  know  how 
siok  our  hearts  are. 

From  what  you  have  Just  said  to  uslasteveding  we  feel  some  consolation,  and  we  all 
promise  you  that  we  will  go  back  to  our  homes  and  leave  the  matter  at  present  in 
the  hands  of  the  Dominion  Government. 

We  hope  you  will  meet  us  again  about  the  1st  of  May. 

Sir  :  The  above  is  the  statement  made  by  the  Indians  to  me,  after  two  days'  long 
roeechifying  among  themselves  on  the  lynching  of  Lewey. 

P.  McTIERNAN, 

Indian  AgtnU 
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British  Columbia  Indian  Office, 

Fictoria,  March  21, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  P.  McTiernau,  Indian 
agent  at  Fraaer  River,  relative  to  the  outrage  committed  hy  some  white  men  who 
came  across  the  honndary  line  to  Sumass  and  forcibly  took  an  Indian  boy  of  this  prov- 
ince, aged  only  fifteen  years,  from  the  custody  of  a  constable  and  hnng  him,  ana  also 
the  statement  of  a  number  of  chiefs,  representatives  from  various  tribes  on  ihe  Fraser, 
who,  by  arrangement,  had  met  to  consider  the  best  means  of  obtaining  justice. 

The  Eraser  River  Indians  are  not  only  industrious  and  progressive,  but  have  been 
a  law-abiding  people,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  show  them  that  the  Government 
will  take  vigorous  measures  to  redress  their  grievances  and  punish  wrong-doing, 

If  the  impression  they  now  have,  that  the  boy  who  was  sacrificed  to  a  mob  was  in- 
nocent of  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  be  correct,  the  injury  which  has  been 
inflicted  upon  them  is  all  the  more  painful  and  deserving  of  the  sympathy  and  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities. 

May  I  ask  if  you  will  bave  the  goodness  to  bring  this  complaint  to  the  notice  of  the 
llentenaDtrgovemor  In  council,  and  to  acquaint  me  in  due  course,  for  the  information 
of  the  Indians,  of  the  steps  taken  in  regarid  to  the  samef 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  W.  POWELL. 

^  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  March  24, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  21st  instant,  and 
aecompanyinff  papers,  referring  to  the  recent  lamentable  outrage  committed  at  Sn** 
mass  presumaidy  by  a  mob  from  the  adjacent  United  States  territory. 

In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  no  time  was  lost  by  this  Government  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  at  Ottawa,  by  whom,  as  you  are  doubtlesa 
aware,  proceedings  can  alone  be  taken. 

This  Government  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance,  from  every  point  of  view, 
of  adoptiuff  energetic  measures  for  the  punishment  of  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage, 
and  I  may  oe  permitted  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will,  oy  making  strong  repre- 
sentations to  tne  head  of  the  Indian  Department  at  Ottawa,  assist  in  moving  the  Do- 
minion Government  to  energetic  aoiion. 
I  have,  dec, 

JOHN  ROBSON, 

Pravindal  Secretary. 


No.  171. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  June  26, 1884.  (Received  June  28.) 
Sm :  With  refereDce  to  your  note  of  the  16th  of  February  last,  I  hare 
the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  copy  of  an  approved  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  privy  council  of  Canada,  embodying  a  report  by  the 
minister  of  public  works  relating  to  the  application  of  the  Government 
of  Canada  to  land  a  cable  in  Washington  Territory,  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  by  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  in  reply  to  your  above- 
mentioned  note. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


[Inoloflure.] 

Sepertof  a  eommiitee  of  the  privy  council^  CaTUufa.  approved  hy  the  Governor-General  in 
council  on  the  llth  o/June^  1884. 

The  committee  of  the  privy  conncil  have  had  hefore  them  a  dispatch,  dated  Fehru- 
ATy  20, 1884,  from  Her  Majeaty'e  minister  at  Washington,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghnysen,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States,  in  regard 
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to  the  appHeation  made,  under  the  anthority  of  an  order  in  council  of  the  13th  of  June, 
1883,  by  the  Canadian  Govemnient,  through  Her  Maiesty's  minister  at  Washington, 
lor  pemiission  to  land  a  cable  upon  the  shores  of  Wasnington  Territory  to  connect  the 
Canadian  Government  tele^rapn  system  near  Victoria,  VancouTer's  Island,  with  the 
telegraph  station  of  the  United  States  Government,  or  with  the  Puget  Sound  or  othoc 
•company's  station',  at  or  near  Point  Angelos,  Washington  Territory. 

The  minister  of  public  works,  to  whom  the  dispatch  and  inclosnre  were  referred, 
observes  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  inquires  whether  the  telegraph  system 
in  British  Colnnibia  is  owned  by  the  Government,  as,  if  the  line  which  is  the  subject 
•of  the  application  made  by  the  Dominion  was  controlled  by  private  individuals  or  by 
a  private  corporation,  there  might  be  danger  that  the  proposed  connections  would, 
if  effected,  work  detrimentally  to  the  business  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company. 

The  minister  further  observes  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  Secretary  of  Stale 
of  the  United  States,  states  that  if  his  Government  can  receive  from  the  Dominion 
Government  "  assurances  that  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  npon  connecting  with  the 
Canadian  line  on  the  shores  of  British  Columbia,  will  be  afiorded  equal  advantages, 
privileges,  and  facilities  in  the  transaction  of  its  own  proper  business  and  the  proDipt 
and  regular  transmission  of  its  messages  with  those  accorded  to  or  possessed  by  ^e 
managers  of  the  Canadian  line  in  British  Columbia,  or  with  those  which  may  be 
jpranted  to  any  other  connecting  cable,"  the  privileges  now  asked  by  the  Canadian 
authorities  will  be  at  once  accorded.  ^ 

The  minister  states  that  the  telegraph  system  of  British  Columbia  is  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  Government  of  Canada ;  that  the  cable  from  Victoria  to  Washing- 
ton Territory  will  be  laid  forthwith,  and  that  should  the  United  States  Govemm^t, 
the  Puget  Sound  or  any  other  United  States  company- desire  to  lay  a  snbmarins 
oable  from  American  to  Canadian  territory,  and  there  oonneet  with  the  Govenunent 
^legraph  station  at,  for  instance,  Victoria,  they  shall,  upon  proper  application,  be  free 
to  do  so ;  it  being  clearly  understood,  however,  that  tlie  retransmission  and  distribu- 
tion of  all  messages  received  through  said  oable  or  cables  shall,  within  Canadian 
territory,  be  under  the  exclusive  control  and  direction  of  the  Canadian  authorities ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  that  when  the  Canadian  Government  lay  a  oabU  between  British 
Columbia  and  Washington  Territory  and  there  connect  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, the  Puget  Sound  or  other  company's  station  at  or  near  Point  Angelos.  the 
retransmission  and  distribution  of  all  messages  conveyed  by  said  cable  or  cables  shall, 
within  American  territory,  be  under  the  exclusive  control  and  direction  of  the  United 
43tates  Government,  the  Pnget  Sound  or  other  telegraph  company ;  it  being  further- 
more understood  that  both  the  Canadian  and  United  States  authorities  shall,  within 
their  respective  territories,  have  the  option  of  forwarding  all  messages  to  or  from 
British  Columbia  either  via  the  Point  Angelos  or  Point  Grey  cable  routes. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  report  of  the  minister  of  public  works,  and  they  rec- 
ommend that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  minute,  if  approved, 
to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  for  the  information  of  the  honoraole  the 
49ecretary  of  State  for  the  United  States. 

JOHN  J.  McGEE, 
Clerky  Privy  Council  for  Ckuuida. 


No.  172. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West 

Department  op  Stats, 

Washington^  July  8, 1884. 
Sib:  With  reference  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  2l8t  of  May  last,  in  re- 
lation to  certain  ferry  privileges  granted  by  the  municipal  authorities 
to  Mr.  James  Lockhead,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a 
copy  of,  a  letter  to  this  Department  from  Mr.  Henry  McMorran  on  the 
43ubject. 

In  recalling  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
I  have,  &o., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUTSBir. 
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[Indorare.] 

Mr,  McMcrrtkn  to  Mr,  Drelinghuifien, 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Jmly  1, 1884. 
Dear  Sir:  I  inelose  yoo  an  order  served  ou  Cap  tain  Moffatt,  of  onr  ferry  company » 
between  this  city  and  the  village  of  Samia,  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  requiring  ns 
to  change  onr  present  landing,  where  the  present  line  of  ferry-boats  have  lAnded  for 
the  last  thir^-five  years,  and  go  to  a  private  wharf,  owned  by  one  James  S.  Lock- 
bead,  who  claims  to  have  the  exclnsive  franchise  of  ferrying  between  that  village  and 
thia  city,  granted  to  him  by  the  village  anthorities  and  conferred  npon  them  by  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  The  Government  also  have  a  onstoms  officer  stationed  at  onr 
present  landing.  This  order  imposes  a  heavy  expense  and  annoyance  to  our  ferry 
company,  as  well  as  the  pnblic.  Is  it  not  a  veiy  nnospal  proceeding  for  a  Government 
to  compel  American  boats  to  land  at  such  private  wharf  as  they  may  designate,  in  the 
interest  of  private  individuals f  Will  vou  kindly  give  this  matter  your  early  atten- 
tion and  advise  us  as  to  our  rights  in  the  matter  T 
I  am,  &c.. 

HENBT  McMORBAN. 
Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen, 

Seereiarjf  of  StaU,  Wa$kingtonf  D,  C, 


Customs  Department,  Canada, 

Collector'^  Office,  Sarnia,  June  28,  1884. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  notify  you  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
honorable  minister  of  customs,  you  will  be  required,  on  and  after  the  1st  of  July 
proxioio,  to  land  your  boats  at  the  wharf  owned  by  James  8.  Lookhead,  Esq.,  where 
an  officer  will  be  detailed  to  attend  upon  them. 
I  am,  Ac,, 

GEO.  N.  B4ATHE80N. 


No.  173. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyien  to  Mr.  West. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
Waskinfftonj  July  11, 1884. 
Sir:  Beferriug  to  your  note  of  the  9th  of  October  last,  concerning 
the  revision  of  the  fishery  treaty,  and  atl verting  to  the  ]anguag:e  of  the 
f^ident's  last  annual  message  to  Congi'ess  relative  to  appointing  a 
Commissioo  to  consider  the  subject,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inform 
joa  that  Congress  has  adjourned  without  reaching  any  action  on  the 
Indent's  recommendation.    In  such  an  important  international  ques- 
tioD,  in  which  Congress  has  intervened  at  every  stage  hitherto,  it  is 
deemed  best  to  defer  definite  action  on  the  British  proposal  until  De- 
'  &r. 
I  have.  &0., 

PRED^K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  174. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghwysen. 

Washington,  July  12, 1884.    (Received  July  14.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl^ge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
^Ith  instant,  and  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  duly  notified  to  Her  Mtyes- 
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ty's  Government  that  it  is  deemed  best  not  to  take  any  definite  action 
with  regard  to  the  fisheries  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  until 
December  next. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


1^0.  175. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  West 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  17,  1884. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  previons  correspondence  concerning  the 
alleged  lynching  of  an  Indian  in  British  Columbia  by  American  citizens, 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
a  letter  in  relation  to  the  matter  which  I  have  just  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Adding  that  the  Department  of  Justice  is  still  pursuing  its  investiga- 
tions in  regard  to  this  subject, 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEX. 


llnclosnre.] 

Mr.  Teller  to  Mr,  Frelinshvysen, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
WashingUm,  July  14,  1S84.  (Reooived  July  lo.) 
Sir:  ReferriDj^  to  previoas  correspondence  upon  the  sabject,  and  more  particularly 
to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  governor  of  Washington  Territory  in  the  matter  of  the  aUeged  lynching 
of  the  Indian  boy  *'  Jack,"  in  British  Colnmbia,  by  American  citizens  from  Washing- 
ton Territory. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  M.  TELLER, 

Secretary. 


Territory  op  Washington,  Executive  Department, 

Olympia,  July  7,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  communication  accom- 
panied by  papers  concerning  the  lynching  of  the  Indian  boy  Jack  by  a  mob,  npou  the 
soil  of  British  Columbia,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1864,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
state  that  I  have  made  every  possible  effort  to  ascertain  who  committed  tne  outrage, 
but  without  any  satisfact>ory  result.  I  telegraphed,  at  my  own  expense,  to  the  gover- 
nor-general of  British  Columbia,  that  I  would  make  diligent  search  for  the  perpetra- 
tors, and  also  dispatched  to  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Bradshaw,  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  that 
district.  He  inn>rmed  me  that  he  instituted  the  most  vigorous  proceedings  at  his 
command,  but  had  not  been  able  to  make  any  discoveries.  This  information  I  have 
already  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

It  will  be  apparent  that  it  is  well-ni^h  impossible  to  make  discoveries  of  a  band 
of  disguised  people  who,  with  the  entire  community,  are  interested  in  the  secrecy 
which  pertains  to  such  illegal  and  violent  transactions.  Again,  the  country  is  covered 
by  a  dense  forest,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  sncoes9fal  search.  Furthermore, 
many  of  the  people  ofttimes  make  but  little  account  of  an  Indian's  life  when  any 
act,  which  they  assume  to  Justify  hanging  by  a  mob  has  been  perpetrated,  and  are 
ofttimes  not  fastidious  about  the  guilt  of  their 


action.    As  governor  I  have  acted 
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with  all  possible  zeal  and  vigor,  and  can,  so  far  as  I  know,  do  nothing  more,  having 
no  money  at  my  command  for  that  or  for  any  other  pablic  purpose. 

The  proeecating  attorney  has  exhausted  his  resources  of  effort.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  be  instructed  to  undertake  the 
ease,  and  be  provided  with  means  to  carry  out  the  investigation,  and  that  he  co-operate 
with  the  governor  of  the  Territory  in  this  most  important  matter  of  international  in- 
terest. 

I  have,  &c., 

WM.  A.  NEWELL. 
Hon.  H.  M.  Tbllrr, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


:So.  176. 

« 

The  Queen  to  the  President. 

[Telegram.  J 

London,  July  21, 1884. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington: 
The  Queen  heartily  congratalates  the  President  and  people  of  the 
United  States  on  the  rescue  of  Lieutenant  Greely  and  the  gallant  sur- 
vivors of  the  Arctic  expedition. 
She  trusts  that  favorable  reports  have  been  received  of  the  sufferers. 

THE  QUEEN, 
Windsor  Castle. 


No.  177. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washinoton,  August  11, 1884.  (Received  August  12.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  herewith  a  memorandum  on 
the  state  of  the  labor  trafiQc  in  the  Western  Pacific  islands,  and  the 
steps  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  to  lessen  the  abuses  which  have 
arisen  in  connection  with  it.  I  feel  confident  that,  in  the  interests  of 
hamanity,  you  will  give  this  subject  the  consideration  which  its  impor- 
tance merits,  and  which  you  will  not  fail  to  appreciate. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  S.  SACKVILLE-WEST. 


[Iiiolosiire.J 
MEMORANDUM. 

The  state  of  the  labor  traffic  in  the  Western  Paoifio  islands  has  recently  enga^^ 
the  serioofl  attention  of  the  colonial  governments  interested,  and  of  Her  Majesty's 
GoTemment,  and  steps  are  being  taken  which  it  is  hoped  may  tend  to  lessen  the  abuses 
^hich  have  arisen. 

Odc  of  the  first  evils  with  which  they  have  had  to  contend  is  the  indiscriminate 
tale  of  arms,  ammanitioo,  dynamite,  and  alcohol  to  the  islanders,  and  in  the  interests 
of  hnmanitv  it  is  sought  to  prevent  the  supply  of  such  articles.  Thev  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  tne  best  way  of  putting  an  end  to  a  trade  so  injurious  to  the  pop- 
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Illations  of  these  islands  woold  bo  by  international  agreement,  to  which  the  grea^ 
powers  and  the  United  States  sbonld  be  parties. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  woald  be  willing  to  enter  into  snoh  an  agreement. 

Washinqton,  August  11, 1884. 


No.  178. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  West 

Department  of  State, 
,     Washington^  Augtist  18,  1884» 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  25th  of  Jane  last,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  application  of  the  Government  of  Canada  to  land  a  cable  in 
Washington  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  De- 
partment is  awaiting  further  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  be* 
fore  making  a  full  reply  thereto. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  179. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  of  State, 
Washingtonj  August  22, 1884. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yon  that  the  memorandnra  which  accompanied  it,  concerning 
the  state  of  the  labor  traffic  in  the  Western  Pacific  islands,  has  receivea 
CMreful  ezaminatioo.    This  Governmettt  looks  with  Cftvor  upon  any  hu- 
manitarian work,  and  would  like  more  informatian  as  to  t^e  soope  and 
form  o£  the  proposed  agreement. 
I  have,  &o., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  180. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  6,  1884. 
BiR :  With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  respecting  an  alleged 
lynching  of  an  Indian  in  British  Columbia  by  American  citizeiis  from 
Washington  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United 
Statesattomey  for  Washington  Territory  has  given  the  matter  the  full  at- 
tention demanded  by  its  delicacy  and  importance,  but,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  region  of  the  alleged  oifense  is  exceedingly  remote,  difficult  of 
access,  and  sparsely  settled,  witnesses  to  prove  the  act  charged,  and 
the  guilty  parties,  have  not  yet  been  found. 
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Although  all  the  efforts  of  the  authorities  to  obtain  evidence  to  jns- 
tify  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  have  thus  far  proven  fruitless,, 
the  matter  will  continue  to  receive  the  attention  of  this  Government. 
I  have,  &c., 

FREIVK  T.  FRELINGHUY8EN. 


No.  181. 

Mr.  West  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Washington,  November  11, 1884.  (Received  November  12.) 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  of  July  last,  I  have  the- 
honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  copy  of  an  approved  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  privy  council  of  Canada  upon  the  subject  of  international 
ferries  plying  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada.. 
Toa  will  i>erceive  that  it  is  suggested  that  in  order  to  avoid  the  risk 
of  complications  likely  to  arise  in  the  present  condition  of  the  law,  and 
before  any  attempt  is  made  to  deal  with  tbe  subject  by  legislation  on 
the  part  of  the  Dominion,  a  conference  should  be  held  with  the  United 
States  authorities,  whether  Federal,  State,  or  municipal,  in  order  that,  i 
possible,  joint  action  may  be  taken  in  the  matter  by  boOi  •ountries. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  has  therefore  requested  me  to  submit  this- 
suggestion  to  your  favorable  eonsideration. 
I  have,  &c., 

L,  8.  SACKVILLE-WBST. 


CerHJMl  eopy  of  a  report  of  a  oommittee  of  the  honorable  ike  privy  eounal  for  Canada^  ap-- 
proved  djr  his  exoellenojf  the  Govemor-Oeneral  in  eoundl  on  the  27th  October,  1884. 

The  oominittee  of  the  privy  ooqdoU  haye  had  before  them  a  memorandami  dated 
23d  October,  1864,  from  the  miniBter  of  inland  revenue  with  .rospeot  to  international 
ferriee  plying  between  Canadian  and  United  States  porta. 

The  minister  of  inland  revenne  observes  that  the  British  North  American  act  deter- 
mimes  the  exclnaive  legislative  authority  in  respect  of  ferries  between  a  province  and 
any  British  or  foreign  cooDtry,  or  between  two  provinces,  to  rest  with  tne  Dominioa 
Parliament,  and  that  the  act  respecting  ferries  (37 Vic, cap.  35)  provides  that  "every" 
license  of  ferr^  under  that  act  snail  be  nuder  tne  great  seal,  and  shall  be  issued  by 
thegovemor  in  council,  after  public  competition''  as  thereinafter  provided. 

The  minister  states  that  circumstanoee  have  arisen  in  respect  both  of  tbe  Samia. 
and  Port  Huron  and  the  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie  ferries  which  lead  to  the  convictioik 
that  the  conditions  required  by  this  act  may  bring  the  Qovemment  of  Canada  into- 
serious  collision  with  the  State  or  municipal  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

The  minister  is  not  aware  whether  the  power  of  legislating  for  ferries  inheres  in  the- 
Federal  or  State  government,  but  is  of  opinion,  from  what  has  transpired,  that  each 
State  has  power  to  enact  its  own  laws,  and  to  delegate  the  administration  of  these- 
to  municipalities. 

Assuming,  then,  that  such  municipalities  have  the  power  to  make  by-laws  eo" 
lent  in  force  and  in  general  conditions  to  the  ferries  act  of  Canada,  under  wh' 
are  acting,  a  collision  would  be  inevitable  unless  the  parties  tendering  to 
emment  were  able  to  negotiate  away  any  opposition  which  might  prep 
the  other  side  of  the  frontier.    OtbenlHse  the  condition  of  affairs  whir' 
vene  would  be  as  follows  : 

Canada  would  grant  a  monopoly  to  A,  and  the  United  States  mun 

A  alone  would  have  the  right  to  touch  upon  Cana<lian  territory  with' 
all  the  forum  of  entering  and  clearing  at  the  custom-house,  and    STATES, 
tiug  to  such  restrictions  required  by  the  navigation  laws  as  all  vessf  February  22.) 
•bin  are  rt*niiired  to  do.  lu     i     <.  x»        j 

Should  the  United  States  authorities  reciprocate,  B  alone  w*  the  last  few  days 
tavored  position  in  respect  of  the  other  side  of  the  frontier.      tf  170,000,000  francS 
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Under  these  conditions  the  very  object  of  a  ferry,  that  is,  rapid  transit,  wonld  be 
frustrated,  and  it  would  seem,  therefore,  that  some  amendment  to  the  ferries  act  is 
inevitable  as  touching  international  ferries,  so  as  to  preclude  the  competition  between 
individuals  for  a  mere  commercial  advantage,  bringing  about  serious  international 
misunderstandings.  ^ 

The  minister  of  inland  revenue  therefore  recommends  that,  before  introducing  any 
legislation  upon  the  subject,  a  conference  should  be  held  with  the  United  States  au- 
thorities, in  order  that  some  joint  legislation  might  be  agreed  upon  which  should  be 
equally  applicable  to  all  international  ferries  plying  between  Canadian  and  United 
States  ports. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  minister  of  iuLand  revenue,  and 
they  advise  that  your  excellency  be  moved  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  minute,  if  ap- 
proved, to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  with  the  request  to  take  such  steps 
as  he  may  consider  advisable  with  a  view  to  avoid  any  difficulty,  which  it  is  highly 
desiraabfe  should  not  spring  up  between  the  Canadian  and  United  States  Gk>vem- 
ments,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  excellency's  approval. 

JOto  .7.  McGEE, 
Clerh  Queen^B  Privy  Council  for  Canada, 


No.  182. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  West 

Department  of  State, 
^  Washington^  November  21,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  in  which  yon  inclose  an  approved  report  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil of  Canada  upon  the  subject  of  international  ferries  plying  between 
the  tJnited  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  risks  of  conflicts  likely  to  arise  in  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  law  of  Canada,  and  before  any  attempt  is  made  to 
settle  the  complications  that  have  already  arisen  at  Port  Huron  and 
other  points  because  of  the  condition  of  the  ferries  act  of  Canada,  it  is 
suggested  a  conference  should  be  held  with  the  United  States  author- 
ities in  order  that  some  joint  action  might  be  agreed  upon  which  should 
be  equally  applicable  to  all  international  ferries  plying  between  United 
States  and  Canadian  ports. 

The  suggestion  meets  with  the  approval  of  this  Department,  and  I 
hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  will  at  an  early  day  fix  a  time  when  I  shall 
be  glad  to  confer  with  you  upon  the  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FBELINGHUTSEN. 


GREECE. 

No.  183. 


Sir:  Wk 

lynching  of  a^         Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 
Washington  Te* 

Statesattorneyf  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

tention  demanded  Athens^  December  8, 1883.    (Received  December  27.) 
that  the  region  oU  to  my  dispatch  No.  42,  dated  October  19,  on  the 
access,  and  sparsej^ibition  of  American  pork  in  Greece,  I  have  the  honor 
the  guilty  parties,  hi  a  copy  and  translation,  marked  1  and  2,  of  a  note 
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I  have  just  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affiadrs,  whioh  prom- 
ises a  new  examination  of  the  affair.  The  reference  to  information 
asked  for  at  Berlin  is  probably  called  oat  by  the  fact  that  various  state- 
ments have  recently  been  published  in  the  Greek  newspapers  about  an 
outbreak  of  trichinosis  in  Oermany. 
I  have,  &c.y 

EUGENE  SOHUTLBB. 


[Ibo1o61ii«  in  No.  52.— TrmiulAtioii.] 

Mr.  ContoBtavlo  to  Mr.  Schujfler. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Atken$y  November  23  (December  5),  1883. 
Mr.  Minister  :  The  department  of  the  interior,  whose  attention  I  hastened  to  draw 
to  yoor  note  of  October  5  (17),  respecting  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  Amer- 
ican pork  into  Greece,  has  Jnst  informed  me  that  before  revising  tne  dispositions  al- 
ready made  on  this  sabjeot  on  the  advice  of  the  medical  coancil  of  Athens,  it  required 
new  and  fdller  information,  which  it  has  desired  me  to  ask  of  our  consul-general  at  New 
York  and  of  the  Kinj^s  legation  at  Berlin. 

I  have  jnst  asked  &t  this  information,  and  I  will  not  fail  to  duly  communicate  to 
yon  the  decision  which  the  ministry  of  the  interior  may  think  proper  to  make  on  the 
inbject,  as  soon  as  this  information  has  been  received. 
Please  accept,  &c., 

CONTOBTAVLO. 


No.  184. 

Mr.  Ihrelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Schuyler. 

Ko.  51.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  8, 1884. 
Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  52,  apprising  the 
Department  of  the  action  of  the  Greek  Gorernment  in  calling  for  in- 
formation touching  our  pork  product  from  its  consul-general  at  New 
York  and  its  legation  at  Berlin.  It  is  trusted  that  the  inquiry  at  Ber- 
lin may  involve  a  statement  of  the  fact  that  the  local  German  custom, 
among  some  classes,  of  making  the  raw  native  product  an'  article  of 
diet,  is  accountable  for  whatever  serious  disturbances  to  health  have 
lately  occurred  there  as  a  result  of  pork  consumption.  This  custom  is 
not  understood  to  obtain  in  Greece. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  PRELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  185. 
Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  January  31, 1884.    (Eeceived  February  22.) 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  within  the  last  few  days 
the  law  recently  passed  by  the  Chamber  for  a  loan  of  170,000,000  francs 
17  F  B  n         ] 
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(about  $34,000,000)  has  been  signed  hy  the  King  and  promulgated. 
The  discussion  on  the  law  was  long  and  very  serious,  and  before  its 
passage  the  Ohamber  remained  in  session  from  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon until  2  o'clock  at  night,  a  thing  unprecedented  in  Greek  history. 

The  proceeds  of  the  loan  are  to  1^  employed  exclusively  for  paying 
off  the  debt  to  the  National  and  Ionian  Banks  of  about  $13,700,000,  in 
order  to  put  an  end  to  the  forced  circulation  of  bank  notes,  and  for  ex- 
penditure on  railways  and  on  naval  and  military  preparations,  for  which, 
by  two  previous  laws  of  July  4, 1882,  and  April  12, 1883,  permission 
had  been  granted  to  contract  loans  of  $8,000,000  nominal  and  $2,500,000 
effective,  respectively.  These  permissions  are  replaced  by  the  present 
loan. 

The  loan  is  made  with  the  Epiro-Thessalian  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Con- 
stantinople and  a  syndicate  comprising  the  latter,  the  Gomptoir  d'Es- 
compte  of  Paris,  the  Soci6t4  G6n6rale  of  Paris,  the  Banque  G6n6rale 
d'Egypte,  the  Banque  de  Paris  et  des  Pays  Bas,  the  National  Bank  of 
Greece,  the  Bank  of  General  Credit,  and  the  Industrial  Bank  of  Greece, 
&c. 

The  loan  of  170,000,000  francs  nominal  is  divided  into  340,000  bonds 
of  500  francs  or  £20  sterling  each,  with  a  yearly  interest,  payable  half- 
yearly,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  namely,  25  francs  or  £1  per  bond.  It 
is  to  be  paid  off  in  thirty-seven  and  a  half  years,  by  half-yearly  drawings 
by  lot,  according  to  a  scale  of  amortization  printed  on  the  back  of  the 
bonds.  The  interest  is  payable  in  Athens,  Paris,  Loudon,  and  Alex- 
andria. 

As  special  security  for  the  service  of  the  loan,  the  Greek  Government 
mortgages  the  customs  revenues  of  the  Pirsens,  Athens,  Patros,  Syra, 
Katakolo,  Kalamata,  Cephalonia,  Zante,  and  Corfu,  the  stamp  duties, 
the  installments  paid  for  national  lands,  and  the  tobacco  tax,  so  feyr  as 
not  previously  mortgaged  for  other  loans,  and  the  whole  of  the  customs 
revenue  of  Yolo,  Tzagasi,  and  Asta. 

The  revenue  appropriated  to  the  loan  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  offices 
of  the  Bank  of  Constantinople  and  the  Epiro-Thessalian  Bank  in  Greece. 

The  arrangement  with  the  syndicate  is  so  made  that  they  take 
55,000,000  francs  ferme  at  the  fixed  price  of  68^,  or  342^  francs  for  a 
bond  of  500  francs,  and  advance  immediately  after  the  promulgation 
35,000,000  francs  ($7,000,000)  in  gold,  in  Paris,  which  is  to  be  used  for 
beginning  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Sixty  million  nominal  of 
the  loan  the  Government  reserves  for  itself  to  issue,  and  agrees  to  open 
the  remainder,  55,000,000  francs,  to  public  subscription,  at  any  time  witii- 
in  eighteen  months,  whenever  the.  Government  may  think  it  advisable, 
the  profit  above  the  fixed  price  of  68J  to  be  divided  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  syndicate. 

The  loan  from  the  banks  of  $13,700,000  is  to  be  repaid  in  three  in* 
stallments  within  nine  months,  and  specie  payments  will  not  be  reidly 
resumed  until  the  expiration  of  that  time,  although  we  may  expect  the 
price  of  gold  constantly  to  fall. 

As  the  loan  is  not  to  be  put  upon  the  market  until  specie  payments 
are  resumed — in  nine  months'  time — it  is  thought  that  it  will  be  easily 
taken  at  a  premium  on  the  price  issued. 

There  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  resuming  si>e- 
de  payments  in  any  country,  even  if  the  Government  has  to  scdfer  a 
loss,  but  especially  where,  owing  to  a  forced  circulation,  the  Govern- 
ment is  in  the  hands  of  bankers  for  the  purchase  of  gold  necessary  to 
meet  their  loan  and  other  expenses  abroad.    This  wiUbring  the  annual 
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indebtedness  for  the  purposes  of  the  public  debt  up  to  over  $6,000,000^ 

whieh  the  country  is  perfectly  capable  of  sustaining,  but  the  increase 

is  outweighed  by  other  advantages. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

EUGENE  SOHUTLEE. 


No.  186. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuynen. 

No.  65.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Aihensy  February  23, 1884.  (Received  March  12.) 
Sib  :  The  prime  minister  told  me  last  evening  that  the  medical  coun- 
cil had  that  day  decided  to  abolish  the  restriction  on  the  importation 
of  American  pork,  and  that  it  would  be  announced  officially  as  soon  as 
it  had  passed  through  the  proi>er  channels.  He  even  said  that  I  might 
telegraph  it  to  you,  upon  which  I  sent  you  a  telegram  as  follows :  "  Min- 
ister says  prohibition  of  pork  abolished." 

The  fact  is  also  stated  this  morning  in  the  Ora,  the  personal  organ  of 
the  prime  minister,  the  reason  being  assigned  that  trichinosis  had  ceased 
in  America. 

I  have,  &c, 

EUGENE  SCHUTLEE. 


No.  187. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  68.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

AthenSj  March  10, 1884.    (Beceived  March  31.) 

StB :  Beferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  65,  dated  February  23, 1884,  with 
regard  to  the  importation  of  American  pork,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  the  circular  on  this  subject  sent 
by  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  to  all  the  legations  in  Athens. 

On  February  27  I  received  from  you  a  telegram  as  follows :  "We 
learn  with  deep  satisfaction  of  equitable  action  of  Greek  Government 
in  abolishing  prohibition  of  pork." 

Allow  me  to  express  my  gratification  at  your  appreciation  of  the 
action  of  the  Greek  Government. 

Knowing  that  it  would  give  him  pleasure,  I  took  the  liberty  of  com- 
municating your  telegram,  unofQciaUy,  to  the  prime  minister. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUTLEE. 


[Indoflnre  in  dispfttoh  Ko.  dS.—Tranalatloii.] 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Athens,  February  23,  1684. 
The  ministry  of  foreign  afiairs  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  of  America  that,  on  the  advice  of  the  medical  council  at  Athens,  the  depart- 
ment of  the  interior  has  authorized  the  importation  into  Greece  of  pork  of  American 
origm. 

Mr.  Contostayles  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Schuyler  the  assurance  of  his 
high  consideration. 

/Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


260  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

No.  188. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Schuyler. 

No.  56.]  Department  of  State, 

WMhington^  March  17, 1884. 
Sib  :  BeferriDg  to  your  No.  60,  and  to  your  telegram  of  the  22d  ul- 
timo, which  reads,  <<The  minister  says  that  prohibition  of  pork  has 
been  abolished,''  I  have  to  say  that  a  reply  was  sent  to  the  latter  by 
cable  on  the  26th  ultimo.  This  Qovernment  can  but  highly  appreciate 
this  iust  action  of  the  Government  of  Greece.  ♦  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

FBBD'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  189. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Schuyler. 

No.  57.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  19, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  inclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter  l^m  theconsul- 
general  of  Greece  at  New  York,  apprising  the  Department  of  liie  re- 
movaj  by  Greece  of  restrictions  on  the  import  of  American  pork. 
I  am,  &c., 

FBBD'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inolosnre  in  No.  57.] 
Mr,  BotasH  to  Mr,  Frelinffhuysen, 

Consulate-General  of  Greece, 
Niw  Toric,  February  *i7,  lriH4.  (Received  February  28.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Con- 
tostavlos,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  Athens,  Greece,  this  day,  by  which  his 
excellency  informs  me  that  the  Greek  Government  has  abolished  the  prohibition 
hitherto  existinc  of  the  importation  of  American  hog  products  into  Greece,  said  de- 
cision to  take  enect  on  and  after  the  22d  of  this  month.  :\^^  Hi 

His  Majesty's  Government  has  come  to  this  decision,  having  been  satisfieid,  from  the 
numerous  inquiries  recently  made  in  this  country,  that  there  is  not  any  danger  to  the 
public  health  in  allowing  the  importation  of  American  hog  products  into  Greece. 
•  •  •  . »  *  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

D.  N.  BOTAfiSI. 


No.  190. 
Mr,  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[BxtTftOt] 

No.  69.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athens^  March  20,  1884.    (Received! April  8.) 
Sm :  Some  months  ago  the  agent  in  Greece  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  complained  to  me  that  his  agents  and  colporteurs  in  various 
places  in  the  interior  were  prevented  by  the  authorities  from  selling 
Bibles,  thus  causing  a  pecuniary  loss  to  the  society. 
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r  snbseqneiitly  bad  letters  on  this  subject  from  the  general  agent  at 
Gon^tautinopie. 

The  agent  here,  Mr.  Kalopothakes,  a  Greek  subject,  though  educated 
in  America  and  married  to  an  American,  showed  me  the  opinion  of  legal 
counsel,  which  convinced  me  that  such  interference  with  the  sale  of 
Bibles  in  Greece  was  illegal. 

Mr.  Kalopothakes  was  at  first  of  opinion  that  he  should  take  what 
would  certainly  be  the  only  proper  course  for  the  agent  of  any  commer- 
cial establishment  in  similar  circumstances,  that  is,  bring  an  action  in 
the  courts  against  the  offending  officials. 

This,  however,  the  Bible  House  was  unwilling  to  approve,  lest  they 
should  seem  to  rorce  their  publications  upon  the  Greek  people. 

A  similar  case  had  arisen  in  1876,  when  General  Bead  succeeded  in 
arranging  the  aflair  by  an  unofficial  conversation  with  the  minister 
[see  General  Read's  dispatch  No.  219,  dated  August  3, 1876,  and  reply 
of  the  Department  No.  88,  dated  August  25, 1876] ;  and,  acting  on  this 
precedent,  1  had  an  unofficial  conversation  with  the  prime  minister,  who 
promised  to  look  into  tlie  matter.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  sale  of  Bibles  was  allowed  without  interference  in  Athens,  in  the 
principal  streets,  not  far  from  his  office,  and  I  thought  that  no  reason 
could  exist  for  pursuing  a  different  system  in  the  provinces.  A  similar 
course  was  taken  by  the  English  charg6  d'affaires  in  behalf  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Some  days  ago  Mr.  Kalopothakes  again  complained  to  me  that  a  col- 
porteur whom  he  had  sent  to  Ithaca,  instructed  to  take  no  books  of 
any  kind  except  Bibles,  and  to  give  none  away,  but  simply  to  sell  them^ 
had  been  stopi)ed  and  his  books  seized. 

He  gave  me  the  telegram  of  his  agent  announcing  thi»  fact.  Having 
occasion  that  afternoon  to  see  the  prime  minister,  I  gave  him  the  tele- 
gram, and  he  promised  to  telegraph  at  once  to  Ithaca  and  inquire  into 
the  facts.  He  expressed,  however,  a  doubt  as  to  whether  they  were 
exactly  as  had  been  represented  to  me. 

I  have  informed  Mr.  Kalopothakes  that  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  tak- 
ing further  steps  in  the  matter,  and  certainly  not  in  taking  any  official 
action,  without  positive  instructions  from  you.  I  have  hesitated  about 
bringing  the  matter  before  you,  thinking  it  might  be  preferable  that  I 
should  be  left  without  instructions.  Mr.  Kalopothakes  has  now  gone 
to  America,  and  has  the  intention  of  himself  representing  to  the  Depart- 
ment the  case  of  the  Bible  Society. 

The  situation  is  a  delicate  one.  The  Greeks  are  very  Rcnsitive  to 
anything  in  the  matter  of  proselytism,  not  only  because  they  love  their 
own  church  but  because  their  church  has  been  a  strong,  and  perhaps 
the  strongest,  instrument  in  preserving  Greek  national  life  and  in  ob- 
taining their  freedom.  As  they  wish  to  maintain  their  influence  among 
the  Greeks  now  subject  to  Turkey,  and  as  the  Greek  Ohurch  is  their 
most  powerful  arm,  any  division  in  the  church,  or  any  effort  to  create 
dissatisfaction  with  it,  seems  an  attack  against  their  patriotism. 

It  was  for  that  reason  that  the  first  article  of  the  Greek  constitution 
was  made  to  read : 

The  dominant  religion  in  Greece  is  that  of  the  orthodox  Oriental  Christian  Church. 
Every  other  recognized  religion  is  tolerated,  and  the  full  exercise  of  its  worship  ia 

Srotected  by  the  law.    Proselytism  and  any  other  intervention  prejudicial  to  the 
ominant  roliii^ion  are  forbidden. 

^ow,  the  sale  of  the  Bible,  whether  in  English  or  in  modern  Greek, 
is  not  forbidden  by  the  constitution  or  the  law,  although  the  modern 
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Greek  translation  issued  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  as  it  is  not 

opposed  by  the  synod,  is  not  allowed  to  be  nsed  in  the  schools. 
•  •••••• 

In  case  von  shonld  see  fit  to  give  me  instructions  in  this  case,  I  hope 
they  may  be  to  the  effect  that  in  a  country  like  Greece,  where  good  tri- 
bunals exist,  the  Bible  Society  should  exhaust  its  legal  remedies  before 
applying  to  the  legation  for  diplomatic  aid,  leaving  mej  however,  a 
certain  latitude  for  unofficial  good  offices. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SOHUYLEE. 


No.  191. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  FreUnghuysen. 

No.  70.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Athensj  March  22, 1884.    (Received  April  10.) 

Snt:  Beferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  69,  dated  March  20,  with  regard 
to  the  difficulties  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that  the  prime  minister  informed  me  yesterday  that  the  ministry  of 
worship  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  Eparch  of  Ithaca  saying  that 
no  order  had  been  issued  to  restrict  the  sale  of  the  Bibles  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society.    I  have  myself  seen  the  telegram. 

On  communicating  this  to  the  agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Kalopothakes,  is  acting  for  the 
American  Bible  Society,  he  handed  me  a  telegram  from  the  colporteur 
at  Ithaca  asking  for  further  interference  on  my  part  to  compel  the 
Eparch  to  instruct  the  police  authorities  in  the  case.  I  refused  to  take 
any  further  steps  at  present,  for  it  is  evident  that  the  Hellenic  Govern- 
ment is  pursuing  no  policy  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  society. 

The  coui*ts  seem  to  me  the  proper  place  to  settle  difficulties  arising 
out  of  too  much  zeal  on  the  part  of  minor  officials. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SOHUYLEE. 


No.  192. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Schuyler. 

No.  61.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  May  28, 1884. 
Sm:  Eeferriug  to  your  Nos.  69  and  70,  in  relation  to  the  restrictions 
imposed  upon  the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Greece,  I  have  to  inclose 
herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Edward 
W.  Oilman,  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society  in  New  York,  con- 
cerning the  same  subject-matter. 

If  the  law  allows  the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Greece,  the  rights 
of  American  vendors  must  be  protected. 

You  should  leave  nothing  undone  to  protect  the  lawful  rights  of 
American  citizens  engaged  in  such  occupations,  and  have  extended  to 
them  whatever  privileges  the  citizens  of  other  nations  have. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FBELINGHUYSEN. 
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[Inelotara  1  in  Ko.  <L] 

Mr,  Oilman  to  Mr.  F)reUngk^$m. 

BiBL«  House,  Astor  Place, 

New  York,  May  21,  1884. 

Sib:  I  hftvethehonor  of  acknowledging  yoar  attention  id  sobmitting  to  as  a  memo* 
random  relating  to  Mr.  Schuyler's  dispatcn  No.  69. 

We  were  aware  that  an  appeal  had  oeen  made  to  the  American  minister  at  Athens 
to  exert  his  influence  for  the  protection  of  onr  employ^  from  maltreatment  while  en- 
gaged in  lawfnl  trade,  and,  knowing  something  oi  his  success  in  removing  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  Greek  GoTernment  against  the  importation  of  American  hams,  we  hoped 
he  would  be  no  less  firm  in  the  position  that  American  citizens  ought  to  be  protected 
in  carry  ins  out  their  unselfish  aims  to  give  every  inhabitant  of  Greece  the  opportunity 
to  buy,  if  he  will,  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  recognized  as  canonical  throughout 
Christendom. 

The  attitude  assumed  on  previous  occasions  by  our  ambassadors  and  those  of  Great 
Britain  is  believed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  profound  convictions  of  the  nation, 
that  the  lives  and  property  of  men  who  are  enga^^  in  the  disinterested  work  of 
teaching  a  pure  Christian  morality  have  no  less  claim  upon  national  protection  than 
the  lives  and  property  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  commercial  speculations,  scientific 
research,  or  academic  studies.  And  to  meet  any  misunderstanding  or  suspicion  amonf 
the  Greeks  as  to  missionai^  enterprises,  Mr.  Schuyler  might  well  inform  them  that 
while  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  under  the  pationage  of  Her  Mi^es^ 
the  Queen  of  England,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society  also  numbers  among  its  officers  some  of  the  most  eminent  of  American 
jurists  and  civilians,  among  whom  it  is  not  invidious  to  mention  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  and  one  of  the  ex-Presidents  of  the  United  States. 

8o  far  as  those  societies  are  concerned,  it  is  not  any  part  of  their  object  to  make 
proselvtes  firom  the  Greek  Church,  nor  do  they  emplov  men  to  circulate  other  books 
than  tne  Holy  Scriptures.  If  that  were  the  gravamen  ot  the  offense,  we  should  have  ex- 
pected it  to  be  made  prominent,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  objection  has  come  ttom 
the  holy  synod  that  tne  Holy  Scriptures  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  circulated.  The 
injustice  of  which  we  complain  is  that  our  employ^  have  been  deprived  of  property 
and  forbidden  t*)  prosecute  a  business  which  the  law  allows. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  American  minister  may  be  in  respect  to  the 
advantages  which  may  accrue  from  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  but  whether  it  is 
&vorable  or  not,  we  Judge  that  our  correspondents  are  entitled  to  his  hearty  sym- 
pathy and  aid,  while  doing  this  work,  as  representatives  of  the  Christian  people  of 
America,  so  long  as  they  do  not  violate  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  law ;  and  we  oon- 
fidently  nope  that  Mr.  Schuyler  will  have  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  to 
give  no  less  support  to  this  work  of  pure  philanthropy  than  he  would  to  commercial 
enterprises  conducted  solely  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  profit. 

With  renewed  thanks  for  the  invitation  given  us  to  express  an  opinion  on  these 
points, 

I  remain,  &c., 

EDWARD  W.  GILMAN, 
Correepofidin^  Secretary  American  Bible  Society, 


[Inolosore  2  in  No.  61.  J 

Mr,  Oilman  to  Mr,  FrelinghuyBen, 

Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 

New  York,  May  22, 1884. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  extract  from  a  recent  letter  from  Dr.  Bliss,  under 
dtte  of  May  5,  having  special  reference  to  the  embarrassments  which  Turkish  offi- 
cii throw  in  the  way  of  circulating  books  which  are  expressly  sanctioned  by  the 
Qovemment  censor.  The  cases  are  parallel  to  those  occurring  in  Greece,  and  their  im- 
portance is  such  as  to  Justify  our  reference  to  the  State  Department^  with  the  request 
that  Mr.  Wallace  may  be  suitably  instructed  to  secure  protection  for  our  interests  so 
fat  as  it  may  be  in  his  power. 
I  have,  &,c,, 

EDWARD  W.  GILMAN, 

Correeponding  Secretary. 
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[Inoloftiire.  — Bxtnet.  ] 
Mr.  BIU8  to  Mr.  Oilman. 

Bible  House^  CoNSTAimNOPLE,  Maif  5,  1684. 

Sir  :  Word  has  Inst  come  that  oar  excellent  colporteor  in  the  Smyrna  district  was 
arrested  at  Denizln,  half  way  between  Aid  in  and  Isbarta,  and  sent  to  Smyrna  under 
guard.  Mr.  Bowen  at  once  went  to  Consul  Stevens,  and  the  young  man  was  released 
about  9  o'clock  at  night.  His  crime  was  selling  books  which  had  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Government  and  had  passed  the  censor. 

A  letter  from  Erzeroom  informs  me,  under  date  of  April  18,  that  a  tel^ram  had 
Just  been  received  from  Khanoos  stating  that  onr  colporteur  there  had  been  impris- 
oned for  book-selling.  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers  went  immediately  to  the  govemcH',  and 
he  promised  to  telegraph  for  him  to  be  released.  Mr.  Chambers  had  no  aasuranoe  that 
it  would  be  done.  The  head  of  the  censorship  in  Erzeroom  was  present  at  the  inter- 
view with  the  governor,  and  interposed  his  word  to  the  effect  that  we  had  already 
been  forbidden  to  sell  books  in  the  villages.  The  qnestion  which  has  been  slumbering 
in  that  region  since  the  fall  of  1882  will  very  likely  be  reopened.  Now,  what  are  we 
to  do  if  an  order  shall  be  issued  forbidding  in  totoour  colporteurs  to  hawk  books  in 
the  villages?  All  our  Bibles  have  the  permit  of  the  censor  and  of  the  central  Gov- 
ernment in  one  form  or  another.  All  the  books  of  the  mission  have  been  approved,  also, 
by  the  same  departments.    We  have  paid  duty,  Slc. 

m  •  •  •  »  •  •  ' 

ISAAC  G.  BLISS. 


No.  193. 

Mr.  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  77.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Athens  J  June  6, 1884.    (Received  Jane  24.) 

Sm:  Beferring  to  my  dispatches  No.  65,  dat^  February  23,  and 
No.  68,  dated  March  10, 1884,  about  the  importation  of  American  pork 
into  Greece,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  a  transla* 
tion  of  a  note  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  May 
19  (31). 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  note  that  the  importation  of  American  pork  is 
permitted  only  on  a  certificate  of  a  Greek  consul  that  no  disease  exists 
in  the  place  of  origin.  This  rule  is  applicable  to  all  importations  of 
pork  fix>m  every  country,  and,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  when  the  restric- 
tion on  American  pork  was  abolished,  I  had  already  taken  it  for  granted 
that  it  applied  also  to  importations  from  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUGENE  SCHUYLEE. 


[Inolosare  in  No.  77. — Trantlation.] 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  referring  to  its  note  verhale  of  February  fi3  last, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  this  legation  that  while  authorizing  the  importation  into 
Greece  of  salted  pitrk  and  other  pork  products  of  American  origin,  the  department  of 
the  interior  meant  to  permit  this  importation  only  under  certain  conditions,  viz,  Uiat 
for  importing  these  articles  of  food  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  certificate  of  the  local 
authorities,  approved  by  the  consul  of  Greece,  stating  that  neither  trichinoais  nor  any 
contagious  malady  to  which  swine  are  subject  exists  in  the  place  of  origin. 

Mr.  Contostavlos  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Schuyler  the  assurance  of  hifl 
high  consideration. 
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No.  194. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frdinghuysen. 

No.  100.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

HonolulUj  November  14, 1884.    (Received  Kovember  30.) 

Sib:  From  the  recoixls  of  the  registrar- general  have  been  gathered 

statementB  of  the  registered  births  aod  deaths  in  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom 

for  the  years  1879, 1880, 1881,  1882,  and  the  first  half  of  1883.    For  the 

purpose  of  comparison,  I  beg  leave  to  summarize  the  figures  as  follows: 


Yean. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

187», 

2,381 
4,70© 
2.470 

8.292 

1880  and  1881 

5,101 

IMS  ndfir^bfJf^f  1888      .-..                                                          

2,861 

Tot*] , , 

9,610 

11,264 

efdMthsoTerhifthsin4iyean 1,744 

Altboagh  the  deaths  above  enumerated  include  the  victims  of  the 
small-pox  visitation  in  1881  and  583  lepers  at  the  leper  settlement  on 
Molokai,  it  is  nevertheless  manifest  that  the  native  population  is  steadily 
decreasing.  There  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  permanent 
population,  however,  since  1878.  In  addition  to  a  small  but  steady  in- 
crease from  Europe  and  America  during  that  time,  and  the  coming  of 
perhaps  not  less  than  10,000  Ghiuese  laborers,  there  have  arrived  7,733 
Portuguese,  principally  from  the  Azores,  the  most  of  them  during  the 
past  eighteen  months.  A  very  considerable  proportion  of  the  latter  are 
women  and  children.  They  are  a  peaceful,  industrious,  and  prolific  peo- 
ple; and  as  the  most  of  them  have  come  to  remain,  it  is  probable  that 
^6  natural  decrease  in  population  (averadng  about  400  per  annum  dur- 
riog  the  past  four  and  one-half  years)  will  soon  cease. 
I  am,  &c., 

EOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  195. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Daggett. 

No.  43.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Wa9h%ngton^  December  13, 1883. 
Sm :  Adverting  to  the  instruction  sent  to  you  upon  the  15th  ultimo, 
Ko.  38, 1  have  now  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  inclosed  cop- 
ies of  correspondence  between  the  Hawaiian  minister  here  and  myself, 
touching  the  complaint  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  against 
the  Ctovemment  of  Hawaii. 

The  Department's  reply  to  Mr.  Garter  is  sufficiently  explicit  to  render 
any  special  instructions  to  you  in  the  premises  unnecessary. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEEDER  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


Uigitized  by  ^ 
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Ko.  196. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysm. 

'So.  106.]  •       Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  December  16,  1884.    (Beceived  December  31.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  that,  on  the  petition  of  William 
R.  Castle  and  other  Hawaiian  taxpayers,  Chief  Justice  Judd  yesterday 
ordered  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  issue  restraining  the  minister  of  finance 
from  accepting  for  the  6  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  $2,000,000  loan  act  of 
1882  any  of  the  recently  coined  Hawaiian  silver  currency,  the  first  in- 
stallment of  which,  amounting  to  $130,000,^  arrived  here  firom  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  9th  instant. 

The  loan  act  authorizes  the  issuance,  for  specific  purposes,  of  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $2,000,000.  The  bonds  are  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate 
of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  are  to  be  issued  at  not  less  than  par,  and  are 
made  payable,  principal  and  interest,  ^Mn  United  States  gold  coin  or  its 
equivalent."  As  the  bonds  did  not  find  ready  sale,  the  Government 
finally  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Clans  Spreckels,  giving 
him  the  privilege  of  taking  the  bonds  to  the  amount  of  a  million  dollars 
and  paying  for  them  in  Hawaiian  silver  coins  at  their  face  value.  And 
it  seems  to  have  been  further  agreed  that  these  Hawaiian  coins  should 
be  made  on  the  order  of  Mr.  Spreckels,  from  bullion  .provided  by  Mr. 
Spreckels,  and  (as  authorized  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  1880)  <<  be 
of  equal  weight  and  fineness  with  United  States  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  tiie  same  value." 

Provision  was  made  for  this  coinage  at  the  United  States  mints, 
and  on  the  9th  instant  the  sum  of  $130,000  in  Hawaiian  silver  coins, 
principally  half-dollars,  1  believe,  was  received  here  by  the  agents  of 
Mr.  Spreckels,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Government  for  an  equal  amount 
in  bonds.  But  the  transaction  was  resisted  by  certains  taxpayers,  and 
a  hearing  on  their  petition  resulted,  as  mentioned,  in  an  order  to  the 
minister  of  finance  from  the  chief  justice  to  issue  the  bonds  only  for 
United  States  ^old  coin  or  its  equivalent.  An  appeal  to  a  frill  bench 
was  noted,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  the  judgment  will  be  disturbed. 

Further  shipments  of  the  same  coinage  are  expected,  and  the  matter 
is  attracting  general  attention. 
I  am,  &c., 

EOLLm  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  197. 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  108.]  Legation  op  the  United.  States, 

HonolulUj  December  21, 1883.  (Beceived  January  12, 1884.) 
Sib  :  Agreeably  to  the  instruction  embraced  in  your  dispatch  of  No- 
vember 15,  1883  (No.  38),  on  the  7th  instant  (No.  242)  I  addressed  a 
communication  to  His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
briefly  referring  to  the  exclusive  permission  for  the  transportation  of 
Ghinese  laborers  to  these  islands  accorded  by  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment to  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Com- 
panies some  time  In  July  last ;  to  the  transfer  of  that  permission,  about 
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three  months  thereafter,  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company ;  of  the  al- 
leged proffer  by  the  latter  to  assign  the  concession,  first,  to  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company,  for  a  consideration,  and  subseqaently  to  the 
Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  a  corporation  organized 
nnder  the  laws  of  Great  Britain ;  and  claiming  that  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  1849  between  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  forbidding  dis- 
crimination against  the  vessels  or  commerce  of  the  United  States  had 
thereby  been  contravened,  and  asking  the  Hawaiian  Oovernment  to 
take  sach  measures  as  would  repair  and  in  the  Aiture  prevent  such  dis- 
crimination. 

Beplying  under  date  of  the  10th  instant,  his  excellency  the  minister 
of  foreign  affiurs  expresses  surprise  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  should  have  appealed  to  the  United  States  Government  for 
relief.  He  refers  to  the  many  favors  accorded  that  company  by  the 
Hawaiian  Government;  claims  that  no  contract  or  agreement  with  that 
corporation  has  been  violated ;  that  the  privilege  of  transporting  Chinese 
laborers  to  these  islands  was  transferred  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Com- 
pany for  sanitary  and  industrial  reasons ;  that  the  agreement  with  the 
Oceanic  Steamship  Company  carried  with  it  no  right  or  warrant  of  trans- 
fer, nor  is  the  Hawaiian  Government  aware  that  any  such  transfer  has 
been  proffered;  and  that  he  fails  to  perceive  that  any  discrimination 
against  vessels  of  the  United  States  has  been  made  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government,  or  that  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1849  have 
been  contravened. 

To  bring  the  matter  to  a  more  direct  issue,  I  addressed  a  second  com- 
munication to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  13th 
instant  (No.  243),  in  which,  without  regarding  as  essential  the  facts  and 
circumstances  connected  with  these  exclusive  contracts,  I  felt  war- 
ranted by  my  instructions  in  assuming  that  the  substantial  cause  of 
complaint  was  not  so  much  that  the  agreement  had  been  taken  from 
one  company  and  given  to  another,  either  with  or  without  cause,  ad 
that  it  had  been  made  at  all ;  that  the  making  and  enforcement  of  such 
a  contract  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  with  any  company  owning  a 
particular  line  of  vessels,  ^^  whether  American,  Hawaiian,  or  foreign  to 
both  countries,''  would  be,  in  the  estimation  of  my  Government,  repug- 
nant to  the  covenants  of  the  treaty  of  1849,  and  a  hope  was  expressed 
that  all  such  discriminating  concessions  by  the  Hawaiian  Government 
would  be  set  aside  as  unauthorized. 

In  reply  to  this,  under  date  of  the  19th  instant,  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  incloses  a  copy  of  the  agreement  between  the 
Hawaiian  Government'  and  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  showing 
that  it  is  not  transferable;  asserts  that  the  authority  for  the  admission 
of  further  Chinese  laborers  into  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  limits  the  num- 
ber to  600  in  every  three  months,  and  for  social,  sanitary,  and  industrial 
reasons  such  immigration  should  be  selected  by  capable  and  interested 
agents  and  transported  under  Government  control ;  that  the  Hawaiian 
Government  claims  ^'  the  right  to  regulate  measures  taken  for  the  re- 
population  and  industrial  development  of  the  Kingdom,''  and  is  not 
convinced  that  in  so  doing  it  has  violated  any  treaty  stipulation  with  the 
United  States. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  this  correspondence,  together  with  the  inclosures 
referred  to  therein — or,  rather,  such  inclosures  as  may  not  already  be  in 
your  possession. 

As  the  Hawaiian  Government  has  placed  itself  in  an  attitude  whei*e 
farther  correspondence  with  me  on  the  subject,  under  existing  instruc- 
tioos,  would  be  profitless,  the  attitude  of  declining  to  admit  that  any  of 
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the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1849  have  been  violated,  and  claiming 
the  right  to  make  special  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  Chinese 
laborers  to  these  islands,  I  respectfallj  submit  the  matter  to  you  for 
further  instruction. 
I  am,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


[Incloanre  1  in  No.  108.] 

iff.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Oibson, 

No.  242.]  Legation  of  thk  Unitkd  States, 

Honolulu^  December  7,  1883. 

Snt ;  I  have  tbe  honor  to  apprise  yonr  excellency  that  information  is  in  my  poaBearion 
sbowinff  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  a  corporation  of  one  of  the  States 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  for  some  years  past  maintained  a  line  of  steam- 
vessels  between  San  Francisco  and  Australia,  which,  both  on  outward  and  homeward 
trips,  have  i*ogularly  stopped  at  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  the  delivery  and  reception 
of  freights,  passengers,  and  the  public  mails;  and  has  also  maintained^  line  of  steam- 
vessels  between  San  Francisco  and  China,  which  have  at  intervals  stopped  at  these 
islands  on  their  outward  and  homeward  voyages.  Th^  Occidental  and  Oriental 
Steamship  Companv,  a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  Qreat  BriUun,  has 
likewise  maintained  a  line  of  steam- vessels  between  China  and  San  Francisoo,  which 
have  also  at  intervals  stopped  at  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  their  outward  and  home- 
ward voyages. 

On  the  iSth  day  of  last  July,  at  a  meeting  of  His  Mi^esty's  cabinet,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  rescinding  a  previous  resolution  on  the  subject,  and  authorizing^  the  ad- 
mission into  the  Hawaiinu  Kingdom  of  Chinese  laborers  to  tbe  limit  of  600  in  every 
three  mou  ths.  About  that  time  a  verbal  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government  and  the  Honolulu  agency  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  oonfer- 
ring  upon  that  company  and  the  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  transporting  such  Chinese  laborers  to  these  islands.  In  confirma- 
tion of  tn is  agreement  I  respectfully  refer  to  your  excellency's  letter  of  instruction  to 
His  Majesty's  consul-general  at  Hong-Kong  under  date  of  July  14, 1883,  and  to  your  let- 
ter of  August  18, 1883,  to  the  Honolulu  agents  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
in  which  the  agreement  is  recognized  and  the  assurance  given  'Hhat  unless  some  emer- 
gency at  present  entirely  unforeseen  should  arise,  no  change  will  be  made  in  the  ar- 
rangements referred  to  without  reasonable  warning  being  given  to  you,''  and  that  **  the 
permission  just  granted  is  likely  to  remain  in  force  fur  some  time  to  come  if  the  immi- 
gration taking  place  under  it  be  conducted  in  the  manner  and  with  the  discretion  whi^ 
the  Government  has  reason  toexpect."  This  agreement  was  made 'with  and  c*<Dfirmed 
to  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and  Orient^  Steamship  Companies  for  the  reasons 
(expressed  in  your  letters  to  His  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  and  His  Majesty's 
consul-general  at  Hon^-Kon^  under  dates  of  July  14,  1883)  that  these  companies  had 
'*  the  only  established  lines  oi  steameis  at  present  in  the  trade,"  and  that  their  '* steam- 
ers are  always  well  equipped  and  provided,  and  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  carry 
experienced  physicians.'' 

This  privilege  is  regarded  as  of  great  consequence  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  as  it  would  probablv  enable  it  to  continue,  even  through  the  dull  season, 
the  regular  trips  of  its  vessels  bearing  the  United  States  mails.  But  soon  after  it  was 
grant^,  and  after  His  Majesty's  consul-general  at  Hong-Kong  had  been  instructed  to 
give  permission  only  to  the  vessels  of  tne  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and  Oriental 
Steamship  Companies  to  convey  Chinese  laborers  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  the  privi- 
lege was,  without  notice  and  without  apparent  cause,  taken  ftt>m  these  companies 
and  given  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  embracing  a  line  of  two  steamers  plying 
between  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu,  and  controlled  by  Mr,  C.  Spreckels,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  notice  of  this  change  was  given  to  the  Honolulu  agents  of  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  on  the  15th  day  of  last  October,  in  a  communication  from  your 
excellency  infonning  them  that  His  Majesty's  consul-general  at  Hong  Kong  would ''  be 
instructed  to  issue  permits  for  the  triansportation  of  Chinese  immigrants  to  this  King- 
dom, after  Ist  of  January  next,  only  t.o  vessels  of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company?' 

Through  its  attorney,  Mr.  Lauterbach,  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  makes 
representation  that,  previous  to  the  transfer  of  the  privilege  mentioned  to  the  Oceanic 
Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Spreckels  informed  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  that 
unless  its  steamers  to  and  &om  Australia  ceased  to  touch  at  the  Hawaiian  lolands  he 
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would  procure  the  annulment  of  the  privilege  to  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and 
Oriental  Steamnhip  Gompanies;  that  after  having  secured  the  privilege  for  the  Oceanic 
Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Spreck^ls  offered  to  transfer  it  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  in  consideration  of  the  withdrawal  of  its  San  Francisco  and  Australian 
steamers  from  the  Hawaiian  trade ;  and  when  this  offer  was  declined— owning  or  con- 
trolling no  steamers  by  which  he  could  fulfill  his  contract  with  the  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment  for  the  transportation  of  Chinese  to  these  islands — he  proffered  to  transfer  it  to 
the  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Coropauy,  a  corporation  organized  under  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain ;  and  which  proffer,  although  it  has  not  been  accepted,  is  still 
under  consideration. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  assumed  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
that  the  provisions  of  treaty  obligations  between  Hawaii  and  the  United  States 
have  been  contravened,  and  relief  is  asked  by  that  corporation. 

The  practical  effect  of  the  proposed  exclusive  grant  or  concession  by  the  Hawaiian 
Government  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  and  the  trunsfer  of  the  franchise  to 
the  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company  would  be  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  discrimination  against  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Companv  in  regard  to  an  im- 
portant and  profitable  element  of  its  carrying  trade,  and  this,  it  is  conceived  by  my 
Government,  would  be  in  contravention  of  the  first  and  second  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  December,  1849,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  directly 
at  variance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  sixth  article  of  that  treaty,  the  provisions 
of  which  are  as  follows : 

"Steam-vessels  of  the  Unitod  States  which  may  be  employed  by  the  Government  of 
said  States  in  the  carrying  of  their  public  mails  across  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  from  one 
port  in  that  ocean  to  another,  shall  have  free  access  to  the  ports  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  with  the  privilege  of  stopping  therein  to  refit,  to  refresh,  to  land  passengers 
and  their  baggage,  and  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  pertaining  to  the  public 
Diail  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  subject  in  such  ports  to  no  duties  of 
tonnage,  harbor,  light-houses,  quarantine,  or  other  similar  duties  of  whatever  nature 
or  under  whatever  denomination.'' 

It  is  true  that  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  is  an  American  corporation ;  but  the 
transfer  of  its  exclusive  ^rant  to  an  English  company,  and  the  instruction  of  the 
Hawaiian  Government  to  its  consul-general  at  Hong-Kong  to  grant  permits  to  Chinese 
laborers  to  take  passage  alone  on  the  vessels  of  the  line  ei^oying  the  exclusive  pri vi- 
le^ of  receiving  them,  accomplishes  by  indirection  precisely  what  the  treaty  forbids 
being  done  directly,  that  is,  the  establishing  of  a  discriminating  policy  in  navigation 
and  commerce  against  steam-vesselsof  the  United  States  plying  between  the  eastern 
and  western  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  carrying  its  mails. 

The  right  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  to  admit  to  or  exclude  from  its  dominions 
ynmigrants  of  any  nationality  or  race  is  not  for  a  moment  questioned  by  this;  but 
that  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carrying  immigrants  who  are  admitted  to  Hawaii 
should  be  accorded  to  any  one  company  owning  a  particular  line  of  vessels,  whether 
American,  Hawaiian,  orforeign  to  both  countries,  is  believed  to  be  ui^ust,  and,  as  al- 
ready observed,  inconsistent  with  the  due  maintenance  of  the  treaty  of  1849. 

The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  has  no  right  to  demand  an  exclusive  privilege 
in  such  carrying  trade,  but  it  may,  with  manifest  propriety,  under  the  treaty,  insist 
that  no  discriminating  measures  against  its  vessels  shall  be  maintained  or  permitted 
by  the  Hawaiian  Government. 

Id  a  spirit  of  the  largest  friendship,  I  am  instructed  to  submit  these  views  to  His 
Majesty's  Govemmeot  not  doubting  that,  in  its  enlightened  sense  of  Justice,  it  will 
adopt  such  measures  in  the  premises  as  may  be  necessary  to  relieve  American  vessels 
and  American  interests  of  a  threatened  discrimination  against  them. 
I  have,  4&C., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


[iDoloenre  2  in  No.  108.J 

Mr,  Gibeon  to  Mr,  Daggett, 

Depabtmb^t  of  Forbign  Affairs, 

Honolulu^  December  10,  1883. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  dispatch  of  7th  instant, 
Ko.  242,  in  which  you  recite  certain  services  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean .  in  connection  with  the  commerce  of  this  Kingdom,  and  state 
that  it  is  assumed  by  the  company  that  the  provisions  of  treaty  obligations  between 
Hawaii  and  the  United  States  have  been  contravened,  and  that  relief  is  asked  by  that 
corporation. 
I  cannot  refrtiin,  Mr.  Minister,  from  expressing,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Govem- 
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ment,  their  feeling  of  snrprise  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  shonld  enter 
a  complaint  against  this  Government  and  seek  relief  from  the  Govemment  of  the 
Unitea  States,  The  company  has  always  received  the  most  generons  consideration 
from  this  Government,  which  has  gone  to  the  fbll  limit  of  the  means  at  its  command 
for  the  purpose  of  encoaraging  the  company's  enterprise  in  connection  with  these  isl- 
ands. Fifteen  years  ago,  when  the  company  proposed  to  allow  the  steamers  of  their 
China  line  to  tonch  at  this  port,  the  Hawaiian  Government,  at  the  nrgent  request 
of  the  manager  of  the  company,  bailt  a  new  and  expensive  wharf,  constructed  espe- 
cially for  their  use,  and  therefore  unsuitable  for  the  other  shipping  which  at  that  time 
used  the  wharves  of  Honolulu.  Subsequently  the  contract  for  the  mail  line  between 
Australia  and  San  Francisco  was  taken  up  by  this  company,  and  they  applied  for  a 
subsidy  from  the  Hawaiian  Government,  in  addition  to  the  other  valuble  facilities  and 
exemptions  which  were  freely  accorded  to  them.  This  application  met  with  a  ready 
response,  and  the  Hawaiian  Legislature  has  ever  since  made  provisions  for  its  contin- 
uance. From  the  beginning  of  the  year  1876  up  to  the  present  date  the  company  has 
received  on  this  account  |84,500.  This  I  estimate  to  be  equivalent  to  an  annual  sub- 
sidy of  20  cents  per  head  from  the  population  of  these  islands,  or  equal  in  proportion 
to  what  an  annual  payment  of  flO,000,000  would  be  to  the  people  of  tne  United 
States. 

In  addition  to  this  subsidy  the  Government  has  extended  the  Esplanade  wharf  for 
their  accommodation,  placed  extensive  sheds  upon  it,  and  erected  large  stone  ware- 
houses in  connection  with  it.  The  wharf  and  buildings  are  as  entirely  at  the  disposal 
of  the  company  as  if  they  were  their  own  property,  and  even,  under  the  circumstances, 
moro  advantageous  to  their  interest  than  if  owned  by  them. 

In  remission  of  wharfage,  of  custom-house  charges,  warohouse  rent,  storage  of  coal, 
and  water  charges,  the  company  has  enjoyed  a  further  advantage  equal  to  a  sub- 
sidy of  $35,600.  besides  which  all  cargo  arriving  by  their  steamers  has  been  exempt 
from  the  wharfage  charge  of  25  cents  per  ton ;  and  even  now  the  agents  of  the  com- 
pany, by  letter  dated  the  8th  instant,  have  applied  to  this  Government  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  accommodation  for  the  company's  storage  of  coal  on  the  Esplanade,  which 
has  been  granted  entirely  without  charge,  in  accoraance  with  the  liberal  spirit  that 
has  ever  characterized  the  action  of  His  Majesty's  Government  towards  this  steamship 
company. 

Therefore,  I  think,  Mr.  Minister,  that  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed,  in  view  of  this 
substantial  assistance  rendered  by  Hawaii  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
that  the  latter  might  have  seen  reason  to  regard  this  country  as  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral in  its  action  in  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  steamship  enterprises,  and  might 
have  been  expected  to  submit  their  complaint  directly  to  this  Government  for  con- 
sideration. 

His  Mi^esty's  Government  altogether  disclaim  any  purpose  of  creating  or  pennit- 
ting  a  discrimination  against  American  vessels  and  American  interests.  A  correct  re- 
view of  the  events  out  of  which  the  present  complaint  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  has  arisen  will  not  warrant  such  an  inference.  About  four  months  ago 
(August  18)  His  Majesty's  Government  intimated  to  the  agento  of  the  Pacific  MaU 
Steamship  Company  in  Honolulu  (and  the  letter  of  this  date  is  the  only  authoritative 
assurance  they  ever  had)  that  it  would  permit  the  carrying  of  Chinese  immigrants 
to  these  islands  in  the  vessels  of  their  company  (which  are  p^ly  British  vessels)  and 
of  the  Oriental  and  Occidental  Company  (which  are  altogether  British),  on  account 
of  their  superior  character  and  sanitai^  management,  as  in  contrast  with  a  certain 
class  that  had  been  transporting  immigrants  previously.  But  the  Government  did 
not,  and  could  not  with  propriety,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  contract  in  respect  to 
this  Chiueae  immigration  for  any  period  of  time,  as  it  was  not  an  immigration  promoted 
or  regulated  by  the  Government,  and  might  (as  it  had  already  been)  be  stopped  at 
any  time  for  considerations  of  state.  The  object  of  thus  indicating  a  preference  for 
the  time  being  was  to  avoid  the  risks  of  the  introduction  of  contagious  diseases  from 
Chinese  ports  by  other  vessels,  as  had  already  happened.  No  definite  agreement  was 
entered  luto.  Some  time  after  this  temporary  arrangement  had  been  made  (subject 
to  termination  at  any  time  on  notice  being  given),  proposals  were  addressed  to  tiie 
Govemmerit  by  a  now  steamship  company,  exclusively  American  in  capital  and  in 
the  construction  of  its  vessels,  and  which  engaged  to  make  Honolulu  its  headquar- 
ters and  to  be  in  every  respect  a  domestic  Hawaiian  line,  which  would  afford  tibe  most 
ample  opportunity  during  a  period  of  days  for  the  landing  or  quarantine  control  of 
passengers,  and  which  would  not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Pacific  MaU  and  Occidental 
and  Oriental  ships  sailing  from  Chinese  ports,  be  too  large  to  enter  our  harbor,  and 
have  to  discharge  passengers  hurriedly,  perhaps  in  the  night  time,  outside  the  har- 
bor. This  new  company,  tne  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  requested  to  be  permitted  to 
undertake  the  Chinese  or  other  Asiatic  immigrant  passenger  traffic.  In  reply  the  Gov- 
ernment has  engaged  that  ^'  in  the  event"  of  the  company  placing  proper  vessels  in 
service  for  the  Chinese  trade,  to  afford  them  all  the  opportunity  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  immigrant  passengers  that  may  properly  be  within  the  discretion  of  the  Gov- 
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emment.    Ample  notice  of  this  new  amoicement  wm  given  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
Bhip  Company. 

The  priyilege,  or  rather  opportonity,  afforded  bv  HiaMnJesty's  Goyemment  cannot 
have  been  of  great  conseqnence  to  the  Paoifie  Mall  Steamship  Company,  since,  after 
eigoying  it  for  four  months,  they  haye  not  availed  themselves  of  the  permission  nor 
brought  a  single  Chinese  immigrant  directlv  from  Hong-Kong  to  this  Kingdom. 

The  statement  made  by  the  attorney  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  of  an 
alleged  transfer  of  a  certain  privilege  or  assumed  franchise  for  the  transportation  of 
immigrant  passengers  to  this  Kingdom,  I  beg  to  say,  is  withoat  the  cognizance  of  His 
Higesty's  Government,  and  is  not  warranted  by  any  authorization  of  this  Govern- 
ment.    Such  a  statement  should  form  no  part  of  the  complaint  of  the  company. 

I  make  bold  to  submit,  Mr.  Minister,  that  there  has  been  no  contravention  of  the 
sixth  or  any  other  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States.  Steam- vessels  of  the 
Bepublic,  whether  ''employed  by  the  Government  of  the  said  States"  or  not  so  em- 
ployed (as  is,  I  believe,  the  case  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Company's  boats,  which  touch 
at  uie  ports  of  this  Kingdom),  have  had  **  free  access  to  the  ports  of  the  Sandwich  Isl- 
auds,  with  the  privilege  of  stopping  therein  to  refit,  to  refresn,  to  land  passengers  and 
their  baggage,  and  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  pertaining  to  the  public  mail 
service  of  the  United  States,"  and  have  not  been  subject  in  such  ports  to  any  duties 
of  tonnage,  harbor,  light-houses,  quarantine,  or  other  similar  duties;  and  have,  more- 
over, been  favored  by  the  remission  of  many  charges  imposed  upon  other  shipping, 
and  have  been  liberaUy  aided  by  grants  of  money  that  were  generous  in  consideration 
of  the  resources  of  this  country ;  and  whatever  discrimination  has  been  contemplated 
was  in  accordance  with  the  estimate  of  HisMi^esty's  Government  of  what  was  proper 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  imnugration  and  sanitary  measures  of  tnis 
eountry. 

I  hasten,  Mr.  liinister,  to  welcome  with  cordial  regard  the  assurances  that  the  in- 
struotions  from  your  excellency's  Government  in  respect  to  a  question  with  this  Gov- 
smment  are  inspired  by  a  spirit  of  the  ''largest  friendship,"  and  I  recognize  that  the 
dispatch  of  your  excellency  is  the  evidence  of  a  friendly  solicitude  towards  Hawaii 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  His 
Mi^esty's  Government  are  ever  guided  in  their  public  action  by  a  sense  of  obligation 
to  a  great  and  magnanimous  neighboring  state ;  and  that  it  can  never  enter  into  their 
policy  to  discriminate  unfavorably  against  American  interests,  or  seek  to  contravene 
m  the  alightest  degree  the  treaty  obbgations  so  happily  maintained  between  the  Re- 
public or  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom.  I  venture  to  believe  that 
the  perusal  of  what  I  have  now  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  excellency  will  con- 
vince your  Government  that  this  assurance  is  not  vain,  and  that  the  complaint  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  is  without  foundation. 
I  have,  Ac, 

WALTER  M.  GIBSON, 
Miniit&r  of  Foreign  Affokn, 

His  Excellency  Rollin  M.  Daoobtt, 

iftUtsd  iStotes  MinitAtT  Be$ident. 


[Iiielo«ire8ioNo.l08.] 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr,  Qibaon. 

Ko.  243.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Honolulu^  December  13,  1883. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vonr  excellency's  communi- 
cation of  the  10th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  7tb,  relating  to  certain  exclu- 
sive agreements  entered  into  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  for  the  transportation  of 
Chinese  laborers  to  these  islands. 

You  admit  the  essential  facts  upon  which  is  based  the  complaint  of  the  Pacific  Mall 
Steamship  Company,  but  deny  that  any  injustice  has  thereby  oeen  suffered  by  that  cor- 
poration, or  that  any  treaty  obligation  with  the  United  States  has  been  contravened 
by  ^e  Hawaiian  Government,  either  in  granting  to  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental 
tnd  Oriental  Steamship  Companies  the  exclusive  right  to  transport  Chinese  laborers  to 
th  eHawaiian  Islands,  or  in  less  than  three  months  thereafter  transferring  that  privi- 
lege to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  coupled  with  an  alleged  disposition  and 
purpose  by  the  latter  to  retransfer  the  franchise  in  its  fullness  to  a  line  of  exclusively 
Rngliah  steamers. 

Your  excellency  refers  at  some  length  to  the  many  favors  heretofore  granted  to  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  by  the  Hawaiian  Government,  and  assumes  that 
gratitude  should  have  closed  its  mouth  of  complaint.  I  fail  to  observe  the  perti- 
nence of  this  recital. 

The  attention  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  is  directed  to  the  exclusive  agreement 
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noder  notice)  not  for  the  benefit  solely  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  bat 
in  the  interest  of  any  and  eTcry  American  steamship  or  steamship  company  capable 
of  properly  performing  a  service  from  the  equal  adyantages  of  which  they  would  be 
unjustly  debarred  by  special  concessions.  Hence,  the  uiYors  accorded  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  by  the  Hawaiian  Guvemment  cannot  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  broad  question  involved,  nor  can  the  implied  ingratitude  of  that 
corporation  be  avenged  upon  American  commerce  or  be  made  the  pretext  for  a  viola- 
tion of  treaty  obligations. 

Tour  excellency  assumes  that  *'  the  privilege,  or  rather  opportunity,  afforded  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  have  been  or  great  consequence  to  the  Pacific  Mall 
Steamship  Company,  since,  after  enjoying  it  for  four  months,  they  have  not  availed 
themselves  of  the  permission  nor  brought  a  single  Chinese  immigrant  directly  from 
Hong-Kong  to  this  Kingdom. '^  Although  but  of  small  consequence,  this  aaanmption, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  be  found  less  tenable  if  your  excellency  will  consider  it  in  con- 
nection with  a  somewhat  more  concise  statement  of  the  facts,  namely,  that  your 
letter  to  His  Majesty^s  consul-general  at  Hong-Kon^,  under  date  of  July  14,  l8f)3, 
giving  effect  to  the  agreement  with  the  Pacific'  Mail  Steamship  Company,  could 
scarcely  have  reached  that  officer  before  the  middle  of  August,  while  your  note  to  the 
Honolulu  agents  of  that  company  giving  notice  of  a  discontinuance  of  the  privilege 
was  dated  October  15,  1883. 

But,  however  the  annulment  of  this  agreement  may  have  affected  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company,  your  excellency  seems  to  find  justification  for  it  in  the  alleged 
advantage  whicn  would  accrue  to  the  Hawaiian  Government  in  the  transfer  of  the 
service  to  a  line  of  steamers  capable  of  entering  the  harbor  of  Honolulu,  and  which 
would  **  be  in  every  respect  a  domestic  Hawaiian  line.''  Considering  that  the  con- 
tract was  transferred  to  a  company  without  steamers  to  perform  uie  service,  and 
without  specific  agreement  as  to  the  character  of  the  vessels  to  be  constructed  or  obar^ 
tered  to  perform  it,  and  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  that  company  after  seooring  the 
contract  was  to  offer  it  for  a  consideration  to  an  established  line  of  steamers,  the  aa- 
sumed  advantages  to  the  Hawaiian  Government  of  the  transfer  of  the  agreement  can 
scarcely  be  regarded  as  sufficiently  sn'bstantial  to  sustain  either  the  breach  of  a  pri- 
vate contract  or  the  violation  of  a  public  treaty. 

The  position  assumed  bv  your  exceUency  that  neither  the  sixth  nor  any  other  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1849  has  been  contravened  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  in  entering 
into  and  seeking  to  give  force  to  these  exclusive  agreements,  the  last  of  which  involves 
its  probable  transfer  to  a  line  of  English  steamers,  does  not  seem  to  be  in  harmony 
witn  the  second  article  of  that  treaty,  which  provides  that  **  the  subjects  or  oitizMis 
of  any  other  state  shall  not  enjo^  any  favor,  privilege,  or  inmiunity  whatever  in 
matters  of  commerce  and  navigation  which  shall  not  also  at  the  same  time  be  ex- 
tended to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  contracting  party.''  Can  these  stipulations 
be  faithfully  observed  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  in  making  exclusive  contracts 
with  particular  lines  of  vessels  for  the  transportation  to  these  islands  of  Chinese  im- 
migrants— in.  making  exclusive  contracts  wnich  their  holders  consider  legitimate 
subjects  of  barter  ?  It  is  not  enough  that  a  transfer  of  the  contract  c»f  the  Oeeanie 
Steamship  Company  to  a  line  of  Euglish  steamers  '^  is  not  warranted  by  any  author- 
ization "  of  the  Hawaiian  Government.  The  emergency  of  the  situation  would  be 
more  completely  met  by  the  information  that  no  sucn  transfer  would  be  permitted. 

But,  in  dwelling  somewhat  upon  matters  of  specific  complaint,  I  fear  that  I  have 
failed  to  make  clear,  as  was  the  purpose  in  my  first  communication  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  views  of  my  Government  in  relation  to  these  discriminating  contracts  or 
agreements.  Permit  me  now  to  say,  without  reference  to  any  alleged  breach  of  con- 
tract, that  it  is  not  asked  that  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steam- 
ship Companies  be  restored  in  their  agreement  with  the  Hawaiian  Government-,  since 
it  was  entered  into  in  derogation  of  treaty  rights  affecting  American  interests.  Kor 
is  the  contract  with  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  any  the  less  repugnant  to  treaty 
obligations  existing  between  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Government. 

The  gravavten  of  the  matter  at  issue  is  not  that  the  contract  was  taken,  either  with 
or  without  cause,  from  one  company  or  two  companies  and  given  to  another^  but  that 
such  an  agreement  was  made  at  all.  Nor  would  an  exclusive  contract  with  a  Ha- 
waiian company  be  admissible,  since  the  according  of  an  exclusive  and  discriminat- 
ing privilege  in  the  premises  to  any  one  company  owning  a  particular  line  of  ships, 
whether  American,  Hawaiian,  or  foreign  to  both  countries,  is  believed  to  be  unjust, 
and,  I  am  instructed  to  say,  inconsistent  with  the  due  maintenance  of  the  treaU'  of 
1849. 

It  will  gratify  me  to  learn  that  these  views  accord  so  closely  with  those  of  HisMi^- 
esty's  Government  that  it  will  feel  it  an  act  of  justice,  as  well  as  friendship,  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  set  aside  as  unauthorized  any  discriminating  agree- 
ment now  existing  for  the  exclusive  transportation  of  Chinese  immigrants  to  tlie 
Hawaiian  Islands. 
I  have,  &c., 

KOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 
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[iBolorare  4  in  No.  106.] 

Mr.  Gib9<m  to  Mr.  Daggett. 

Department  of  Forkiqn  Affaibs, 

HonolulUf  December  19, 1883. 
Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  aoknowledre  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  dispatch  of 
13th  instant,  replying  to  inine  of  the  lOth,  and  restating  the  views  of  yonr  Govern* 
Boit  that  the  arrangement  existing  between  His  Majesty's  Government  Mid  the  Pa- 
dle  Mail  Steamship  Company,  and  that  which  it  is  contemplated  to  make  with  the 
Oeeanic  Steamship  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  the  regulation  of  immi|pation  of 
ChiMse  laborers  into  this  Kingdom,  is  repugnant  to  treaty  obligations  existiug  be- 
twera  the  United  States  and  this  country. 

Your  excellency  refers  to  the  arrangement  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
piny,  which  was  a  permission  revokable  at  will,  as  one  of  binding  obligation,  and 
qiesks  of  the  recall  of  a  temporary  permission,  after  ((iving  due  notice,  as  a  '*  breach  of 
eontrsct."  This  arrangement  or  permission,  which  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  which  I 
uiiex  a  copy  (the  only  authoritative  assurance  on  the  subject  given  to  the  Pacific  Mail 
Stosmship  Company),  will  not,  I  feel  assured,  bear  such  a  construction ;  and  I  respect- 
fnllj  BQbmit  to  your  excellency  that  in  this  matter  there  ban  been  no  agreement  or 
nmtasl  obligation  entered  into  between  two  contracting  parties,  and  consequently  no 
Imseh  of  contract.  If  the  phrase  *'  breach  of  contract  '"were  admissible  in  coonection 
with  this  matter,  it  would  have  to  be  read  the  other  way,  since  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
ihip  Company,  after  making  ft«quent  application  to  His  Majesty's  Government  for 
leave  to  bring  Chinese  laborers  into  the  Kmgdom,  and  promising  to  do  so,  have  failed 
to  bring  any,  notwithstanding  permission  to  do  so  of  long  standing. 

There  is  one  point  to  whicn  your  excellency  recurs  on  several  occasions,  which  I 
dunk  should  have  no  place  in  the  discussion,  and  that  is  an  alleged  probable  transfer 
to  t  line  of  English  steamers  of  privileges  wnich  are  said  to  be  conceded  by  His  Ma- 
joty's  Government  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company.  I  append  herewith  copy  of 
the  letter  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  which  is  the  sole  warrant  or  authority  for 
a  BQpposed  transferable  contract,  agreement,  or  concession  from  the  Government  to  the 
oompany,  and  I  think  your  excellencv  will  agree  with  me  that  the  permission  assured 
in  this  letter  is  in  no  sense  a  negotiable  ''franchise."  Now,  insomuch  as  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  hold  at  this  time  a  privilege  exactly  similar  to  that  which 
haa,  under  conditions,  been  promised  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  no  one 
ihoiild  know  better  than  the  managers  of  the  former  company  that  the  privilege  they 
hold  is  not  of  a  nature  to  be  transferred.  A  complaint,  therefore,  from  them  about 
m  alleged  disposition  or  purpose  on  the  part  of  tne  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  to 
ttaoBfer  or  barter  away  an  identical  privilege  or  permission,  is  not  a  complaint  against 
this  QoTemment,  and  should  have  no  place  in  the  discussion  of  the  international 
qoestion  which  your  excellency  brings  forward. 

In  general  reply  upon  the  gravamen  of  the  question  as  presented  by  your  ex- 
oeDeney,  1  have  the  honor  to  say  that  His  Mi^esty's  Government  recognize  that  the 
regnUtion  of  immigration,  especially  of  th^  immigration  of  Chinese  male  laborers, 
into  this  Kingdom,  is  a  measure  of  vital  national  importance,  and  that  such  regola- 
tion  is  Dot  repugnant  to  any  treaty  obligation,  ana  this  I  am  satisfactorily  assured 
bj  your  excellency  is  the  view  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Now,  the 
method  which  has  been  selected  for  the  exercise  of  this  right  cannot  be  called  in 
<in^stioD  unless  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  it  contravenes  the  actual  covenants  of  a 
ti^aty.  It  is  entirely  in  connection  with  immigration  that  the  discrimination  com- 
plained of  has  been  made,  and  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  aneh  immigrations. 

The  circumstances  that  must  regulate  immigration  in  the  case  of  Hawaii  are  ex- 
^niely  different  from  those  which  obtain  in  the  United  States,  where  vast  territories 
still  wait  to  be  peopled.  It  in  necessary  very  closely  to  control  the  immigration  to 
this  country,  both  as  to  its  character  and  its  numbers,  and  this  is  more  especially  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  influx  of  Chinese.  For  a  while  an  immigration  of  Chinese,  com- 
P<)>sd  almost  exclusively  of  men,  assumed  the  character  of  an  invasion,  and  His 
imesty's  Government  found  it  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  it  peremptorily.  Snbse- 
^HMotly  evidence  was  submitted  that  the  Chinese  laborers  whose  engagements  on  our 
plantations  had  expired  were  returning  to  their  own  country  at  the  rate  of  about 
two  thousand  annually,  and  His  Mi^esty's  Government  then  decided  to  permit  a 
limited  and  regulated  immigration  of  about  six  hundred  Chinese  laborers  eveiy  three 
menths,  calcuUted  to  replace  those  that  were  leaving.  In  the  exercise  of  their  right 
His  M^esty's  Government  selected  the  persons  who  should  be  allowed  to  manage  this 
m^^ration  of  Chinese  laborers,  as  it  nas  done  in  the  case  of  the  immigration  of 
»horws  and  settlers  of  other  nationalities. 

The  Government  has  not  for  several  years  past  deemed  it  wise  to  create  establish-  • 
ments  of  its  own  in  other  countries  for  the  selection  of  immigrants,  but  has  from  time 
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to  time  empowered  responsible  persons  to  make  saitable  selection,  and  to  provide  for 
the  transportation  of  immigrant  passengers  to  these  islands,  under  engagements  or 
otherwise,  as  the  case  niignt  be,  and  wiui  free  passages  or  otherwise.  In  tnis  manner 
large  numbers  of  people  have  been  brought  here  from  the  Portuguese  dominions,  from 
Germany,  Norway,  and  the  islands  of  the  Western  Pacific. 

Circumstances  to  which  I  have  already  alluded  have  shown  the  imperative  necessity 
for  placing  the  immigration  of  Chinese  upon  the  same  footing.  The  arrangements 
that  have  i>een  made  to  secure  this  end  are  entirely  similar  in  their  character  to  those 
hj  which  other  immigration  has  been  conducted.  In  selecting  influential  corpora- 
tions like  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  and  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company 
to  conduct  this  immigration,  His  Ma1esty%  €k)vemment  have  been  actuated  by  the 
same  motives  as  guided  them  in  the  choice  of  agents  who  have  managed  other  immi- 
grations, viz,  the  desire  to  deal  with  responsible  persons  who  have  too  mnch  at  stake 
to  misconduct  the  work  intrusted  to  them«  and  who  will  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
this  Qovemment  in  all  such  matters  as  the  numbers  to  ba  brought,  the  arrangements 
to  be  made  with  the  immigrants,  and  the  sanitary  precautious  to  be  taken  on  the 
Yoyage  and  on  arrival. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  your  excellency  that  such  arrangements  made  for  the  reg- 
ulation and  control  of  immigration  are  entirely  within  the  rights  of  this  Government. 
It  is  no  fftvor,  privilejs;e,  or  immunity  in  connection  with  the  ordinary  coarse  of 
commerce  and  jiavigation,  but  an  arrangement  made  by  the  Government  for  the  oon- 
dnct  and  management  of  affairs  which  ^long  exclusiTely  to  the  domestic  intereats  of 
the  Kingdom.  I  cannot  understand  how  such  discrimination  in  the  carrying  oat  of  a 
national  measure  of  vital  importance  can  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of  treaty  ob- 
ligation. If  such  were  the  case,  a  certain  discrimination,  heretofore  deemed  prc^ 
eny  warranted,  such  as  the  payment  of  subsidies  to  steam  vessels  belonging  to 
United  States  citizens  which  trade  to  our  ports,  and  compete  with  the  sailing  ves- 
sels, equally  the  property  of  Americans,  which  receive  no  subsidy,  must  be  regarded 
as  in  contravention  of  treaty  obligations ;  and,  pursuing  the  inference  to  its  juat  con- 
clusion, so  might  any  contract  made  by  this  Government  for  the  transport  of  caigo 
the  property  of  the  Government  be  regarded  as  a  discrimination  not  warranted  by 
treaty. 

I  beg  to  say  in  conclusion  that  His  Maiestv's  Government  have  not  made  a  contract 
or  granted  a  franchise  in  connection  with  Chinese  immigration  capable  of  being  sub- 
ject to  transfer  or  barter ;  that  they  claim  the  right  to  regulate  measures  taken  for 
the  repopulation  and  industrial  development  of  the  Kingdom;  and  I  reepectfrilly  sub- 
mit that  the  views  on  the  question  presented  by  your  excellency,  and|in  which  yon  in- 
vite His  Majes^'s  Government  to  coincide,  have  been  entertained  and  brought  for- 
ward under  a  misconception  of  the  nature  of  the  arrangements  entered  into  and  of  the 
circumstances  which  have  guided  the  action  of  the  Government.  I  hasten,  however, 
to  give  the  assurance  to  your  excellency  that  His  Majesty's  Government,  reoogni^ng 
the  fairness  and  impartiality  of  the  (Government  of  the  United  States  in  uie  treatment 
of  international  questions,  is  anxious  to  meet  the  views  of  your  Government,  and  will, 
on  being  convinced  that  its  action  even  implies  the  infraction  of  any  article  of  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  at  once  take  such  steps  as  will  obviate  the  fkcit  or  tiie 
implication. 

I  have,  Ac, 

WALTEB  M.  GIBSON. 

His  Excellency  Rollik  M.  Daoobtt, 

United  Staiee  Minister  ItesideHt,  fo. 


[Inolotnre  1  in  indoenre  4  in  Ko.  108.] 
Irwin  4'  Co.  to  Mr.  Gibson. 

Honolulu,  H.  I.,  Octohtr  8, 1883. 

Sir  :  We,  the  undersigned  agents  for  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  desire  to  call 
your  excellency's  attention  to  the  subject  of  transportation  of  Chinese  passengers  from 
Hong-Kong  and  other  Asiatic  ports  to  Honolulu  under  Gk>vemment  permission  imd 
regulation. 

The  company  are  about  to  place  on  the  route  between  the  port^  of  this  Kingdom 
and  those  of  Japan  and  other  Asiatic  states  a  line  of  first  class-vessels,  fully  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  the  Mariposa  and  Alameda,  vessels  of  their  line  now  plying  between 
the  ports  of  San  Francisco  and  Honolulu.  These  new  vessels  will  be  fitted  up  in  the 
.best  manner  for  the  safe  and  comfortable  transportation  of  immigrant  passengers,  and 
will  be  placed  under  regulation  calculated  to  insure  the  best  sanitary  welfrure  of  such 
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paaeeDgeTB.^  This  line  will  be  virtaally  »  domeetio  Hawaiian  line ;  therefore,  we  ask 
of  the  Gk>vernment,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion  in  the  control  of  immigrant  Chi- 
nese passenger  transportation,  that  it  will  extend  to  onr  company  snch  opportunity 
for  the  transportation  of  Chinese  and  other  Asiatic  immigrants  as  may  be  within  the 
discretion  of  the  Government,  and  snch  as  may  appear  J  nstly  warranted  by  the  supe- 
riority of  the  accommodations  and  conditions  our  company  offer. 
We  are,  &c., 

WM.  G.  IRWIN  &  CO., 
Agmt$  Oeeanie  Steamship  Company. 


[InflloMire2liiiBfd<»cirs4iBNowl08.J  n 

Mr,  Qihson  to  Irwin  f  Co. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Honolulu^  October  12,  1883. 


tween  the  ports  of  Honolulu  and  Hong-Kong  and  other  Asiatic  ports,  stating  that 
said  line  of  vessels  wi]l  be  "  virtually  a  domestic  Hawaiian  line,"  and  you  ask  of  the 
Government  to  **  extend  to  the  company  snch  opportunity  for  the  transportation  of 
Chinese  and  other  Asiatic  immigrants  of  this  Aingdom  as  may  appear  justly  war- 
ranted by  the  superiority  of  the  accommodations  and  conditions  which  the  company 
o£Eers.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  in  reply,  by  authorization  of  His  Majesty  in  cabinet  council, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  placing  in  service,  for  the  ac- 
eoouDodation  of  Chinese  and  other  Asiatic  immigrant  passengers  to  this  Kingdom,  a 
superior  new  line  of  vessels  which  will  be  virtually  a  domestic  Hawaiian  line,  that 
His  ll^jest^'s  Government  will  extend  to  your  company  all  the  opportunity  for  the 
transportation  of  such  immigrant  passengers  as  may  be  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Government,  and  such  as  will  be  Justly  warranted  by  the  superiority  of  the  aeoommo- 
dalions  mad  conditions  which  your  companv  offers. 

I  have  the  honor,  ftirthermore,  to  say  and  to  agree,  in  reply  to  a  verbal  statement 
made  by  your  firm,  that  in  the  event  of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  placing  on 
the  said  route,  at  ap  early  date,  and  in  advance  of  the  construction  or  the  new  vessels, 
chartered  steamships  of  a  superior  class  and  well  equipped  and  organized  for  the  im- 
migration service,  to  confirm  at  once  to  the  company,  on  the  arrival  of  the  pioneer 
of  such  line  in  the  ]^rt  of  Honolulu,  all  privileges  and  opportunities  affecting  the 
transportation  of  Chinese  immigrant  passengers  within  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have,  Ac, 

WALTER  M.  GIBSON. 


No.  198. 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Ko.  IIO.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  December  22, 1883.  (Received  January  12.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  since  the  issuance  of  a  writ 
of  mandamus  restraining  the  minister  of  finance  fh)m  exchanging  Ha- 
waiian 6  i>er  cent,  bonds  for  Hawaiian  silver  coins  at  their  face  value,  a 
resolution  has  been  passed  by  the  privy  council  recognizing  such  coins 
as  legal  tender,  ^  in  like  manner  as  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  of 
like  denomination";  and  the  collector-general  of  customs  has  been  in- 
structed to  accept  in  the  payment  of  customs  duties  only  United  States 
gold  coin  or  its  equivalent.  This  instruction  accords  with  a  law  of  1876, 
which  has  not  been  enforced. 
I  am,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 
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No.  199. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  116.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

JSonolulUf  January  15, 1884.    (Received  January  29.) 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  Hawaiian  coinage  and  bond  question,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  my  dispatches  Nos.  106  and  110, 1  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yon  that  a  full  bench  of  the  supreme  court  has  decided  that 
a  mandamus  was  not  a  proper  writ  to  restrain  the  minister  of  flniuice 
from  exchanging  Hawaiian  6  per  cent,  bonds  for  Hawaiian  silver  cur> 
rency.  Thereupon,  to  the  same  end,  an  injunction  was  applied  for ;  but 
it  was  denied,  for  the  reason  that  the  minister  of  finance,  in  his  answer, 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  issue  the  bonds  for  the  consideration  ob- 
jected to  by  the  petitioners.  The  position  of  the  petitioners  has  been 
substantially  sustained,  however,  in  the  assumption  by  the  court  that 
the  face  value  of  the  new  Hawaiian  silver  coins  does  not  represent  the 
"  par  value,^  for  which  the  bonds  can  alone  be  exchanged.  In  the  mean 
time  an  additional  $180,000  in  Hawaiian  subsidiary  silver  coins  arrived 
here  on  the  8th  instant,  making  $300,000  in  all.  Mr.  Clans  SpreckcJs 
also  arrived  from  San  Francisco  at  the  same  time.  Reasonably,  Mr. 
Spreckels  is  by  no  means  disconcerted  at  the  judgment  of  the  supreme 
court.  As  the  privy  council  has  given  to  the  coinage  a  legal-tender 
value,  he  can  use  the  million  dollars  he  is  authorized  to  coin  more  ad- 
vantageously in  the  payment  of  plantation  expenditure  than  in  exchang- 
ing the  coin  for  Hawaiian  bonds,  especially  since  the  large  seigniorage 
of  the  coinage  accrues  to  Mr.  Spreckels  alone. 

Should  the  Government  find  itself  unable  to  purchase  the^e  coins, 
they  may  readily  be  put  in  circulation  by  a  branch  of  the  Anglo-Cali- 
fornia Bank  of  San  Francisco  which  is  about  to  be  established  here  un- 
der the  firm-name  of  Spreckels  &  Go. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  200. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Daggett. 

No.  47.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  2,  1884. 

Sib:  Referring  to  my  instruction  No.  38,  of  the  15th  of  November 
last,  in  relation  to  the  exclusive  privileges  recently  granted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Hawaii  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  an  American 
line,  with  regard  to  carrying  and  landing  of  Chinese  immigrants,  I  have 
now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  108,  of  the  21st 
of  December,  on  that  subject. 

In  my  No.  38,  just  referred  to,  you  were  directed  to  present  the  sub- 
ject to  His  Hawaiian  Majesty's  Government  in  the  most  friendly  spirit, 
believing  as  the  President  then  did,  and  still  believes,  that  the  mere 
suggestion  of  the  matter  would  at  once  commend  to  the  justice  and 
friendly  feeling  of  His  Hawaiian  Majesty  toward  this  Government  the 
propriety  of  such  measures  as  might  be  found  necessary,  remedial,  and 
precautious  in  regard  to  the  unjust  discrimination  complained  of. 
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I  have  read  with  careful  attention  the  correspondenoe  on  the  sabject 
between  Mr.  Gibson,  the  Hawaiian  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  yonr- 
aelf,  and,  as  it  appears  to  this  Government,  the  real  question  in  the  case 
has  been  misconceived  by  Mr.  Gibson.  That  question  is  not  the  griev* 
ance  or  complaint  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  or  of  any  other 
American  line  of  steamships,  nor  the  relative  rights  of  such  lines,  al- 
though these  questions  may  be*  incidentally  involved.  It  is  an  interna- 
tional question  between  the  two  Governments,  involving  the  true  con- 
stniction  or  interpretation  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  20th  of 
Deoember,  1849.  For  the  sake  of  precision  I  again  quote  that  article, 
which  reads : 

Steam- vessels  of  the  United  States  which  may  be  employed  by  the  GoverDment  of 
the  said  States  Id  the  carrying  of  their  public  mails  across  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  from 
one  port  in  that  ocean  to  anoSier,  shall  have  ftee  access  to  the  ports  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  with  the  privilege  of  stopping  therein  to  refit,  to  refresh,  to  land  passengers 
and  their  baggage,  and  ror  the  transaction  of  any  business  pertaining  to  the  public 
maU  service  c?  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  subject  in  such  ports  to  no  duties  of 
tonnage,  harbor,  light-boases,  quarantine,  or  other  similar  duties,  of  whatever  nature 
or  nnder  whatever  denomination. 

Nothing  can  be  clearer  or  plainer  than  the  wording  of  this  article. 
Steam  vessels  of  the  United  States  means  all  steam  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  single  qualification  that  they  shall  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing the  mails  of  the  United  States,  all  such  vessels,  no  matter  of  what 
line,  are  equally  entitled  in  the  ports  of  Hawaii  to  all  the  privileges 
stipulated  for  and  secured  by  the  terms  of  that  article.  If  the  im- 
migration of  the  subjects  of  China  into  Hawaii  is  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  the  latter  Kingdom,  as  Hawaii  has,  of  course,  a  perfect  and 
complete  sovereign  right  to  do,  then  all  American  steamships,  of  what- 
ever line,  are  bound  to  respect  such  prohibitory  law.  ifj  on  the  other 
hand,  Chinese  immigrants  are  permitted  to  come  to  Hawaii,  either  in- 
discriminately or  in  limited  numbers,  or  under  any  other  conditions 
that  may  be  imposed  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  that  Kingdom, 
then  such  immigrants  are  passengers  within  the  meaning  of  the  article 
of  ^he  ^eaty  which  1  have  quoted,  and  all  American  steamships  carry- 
ing the  mail  possess  an  undoubted  right,  under  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  to  take  them  as  passengers  and  to  land  them  in  any  of  the  ports 
of  Hawaii  in  accordance  with  such  stipulations.  To  say  that  Hawaiian 
vessels  shall  alone  have  the  right  to  carry  such  passengers  would  be  a 
discrimination  against  American  vessels ;  to  say  that  the  ships  of  a  na- 
tion foreign  to  both  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  shall  enjoy  such  ex- 
clusive right  would  be  equally  a  discrimination  against  American 
steamers ;  and  to  say  that  one  particular  line  shall  possess  such  exclusive 
carrying  privilege,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  American  lines  or  steam 
vessels  of  this  country,  would  be  no  less  a  discrimination  against  Ameri- 
can steam  vessels,  ana  would  be  held  by  this  Government  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  plain  letter  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1849.  Such  an 
interpretation  of  the  treaty  as  would  permit  any  of  these  discriminations 
to  be  put  in  force  and  practice  by  the  Government  of  Hawaii  is  one  that 
this  Government  could  not  for  a  moment  assent  to,  and  yet  that  is  the 
interpretation  which,  by  fair  and  irresistible  inference,  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Gibson  seems  to  demand  for  it. 

This  Government  seeks  no  exclusive  privilege  for  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company.  .On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  equally  as  ready  to 
denounce  any  such  exclusive  privilege  granted  to  that  line  at  any  time 
in  the  future  as  it  is  now  to  denounce  the  unjust  discrimination  in  favor 
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of  the  Oceanic,  which  iB  alao  an  American  line.  What  it  does  demand 
is  that  all  American  steamships,  of  whatever  line,  shall,  with  respect  to 
the  carrying  trade  and  within  the  limitations  of  the  rixth  article  of  ttie 
treaty  of  1849  between  the  two  Governments,  be  placed  on  a  basis  ol 
impartial  equality  with  each  other,  with  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored 
nation,  and  with  the  vessels  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom.  This  is  the 
only  interpretation  of  the  treaty  that  seems  jnst  to  the  President,  and 
the  only  one  he  is  prepared  to  assent  to.  Neither  the  question  of  sanitary 
measures  nor  the  rights  of  any  particular  line  of  American  steamahips 
are  involved,  and  in  your  future  correspondence  with  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  of  Hawaii  you  will  carefully  avoid  and  respectfully  de- 
cline any  discussion  on  these  two  latter  points.  The  sole  question  in 
the  present  contention  is  that  the  exclusive  privilege  now  already 
or  about  to  be  granted  to  the  Oceanic  Line  is  conceived  by  this  Qov- 
emment  to  be  an  unjust  discrimination  against  all  other  American 
steamships  carrying  the  mails  between  the  eastern  and  itrestem  shores 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean;  that  it  is  in  contraventiou  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  article  of  the  treaty  referred  to;  and  the  President  hopes,  as  he 
believes,  that  the  Government  of  Hawaii,  noted  no  less  for  its  high  in- 
telligence than  for  its  sense  of  justice,  will  speedily  adopt  the  proper 
measures  to  rescind  the  privilege,  if  granted,  and  if  not  granted,  to  pre- 
vent its  ftiifillmeut. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELIKGHUYSEN. 


No.  201. 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  122.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  February  15, 1884.  (Received  February  29.) 
Sib  :  As  the  legal-tender  value  of  Hawaiian  as  well  as  American  sil- 
ver coinage  is  limited  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  as  Mr.  Spreckels, 
under  his  contract  with  the  Government,  has  already  put  in  circulation 
here  $300,000  in  half  and  quarter  dollars  of  Hawaiian  mintage,  with  the 
probability  of  adding  (700,000  more,  partly  in  silver  dollars  and  partly  in 
subsidiary  coinage,  the  Honolulu  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  addressed 
a  communication  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  finance,  asserting 
that  a  greater  excess  of  silver  would  operate  as  an  embarrassment  to 
business,  and  asking,  in  substance,  that  no  further  introduction  of  Ha- 
waiian silver  be  allowed  without  a  proportionate  withdrawal  of  other  sil- 
ver coins.  (Silver  coins  are  leg^  tender  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent,  on 
a  hundred  dollars,  25  per  cent,  between  a  hundred  and  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  15  per  cent  on  all  sums  in  excess  of  $1,000.)  A  committee 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  also  waited  upon  the  ministry  in  the 
same  behalf,  and  received  an  assurance  from  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  that  the  matter  would  be  accorded  the  careM  consideration  of 
the  cabinet. 

I  am,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 
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No.  202. 

Jfr.  Ikiggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghwysen. 

No.  132.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  March  15, 1884.    (Beceived  March  3L) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Hawaiian  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  has  at  length  been  enabled  to  mafce  such  changes  and 
ooDoessions  in  relation  to  the  granting  of  special  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  Chinese  laborers  to  these  islands  as  will  harmonize  sab- 
itantially  with  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  1849  which  I  was  in- 
fitmcted  to  present  to  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Following  the  rec^pt  of  year  dispatch  of  February  2,  1884  (No.  47), 
I  resumed  my  oorrespondence  on  the  subject  with  His  Mtyesty's  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  and,  with  an  emphasis  warranted  by  more  definite  in- 
stmctioos,  again  advised  his  excellencyofyour  interpretation  of  Article 
VI  of  the  treaty  of  1849,  and  asked  His  Ms^esty's  Government  to  take 
BQdi  measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  relieve  American  steamships 
carrying  the  United  States  mails  of  the  discrimination  against  them  in- 
volved in  the  continuance  of  existing  or  the  making  of  future  contracts 
according  to  particular  lines  of  steamships  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
bringing  Chinese  laborers  or  passengers , to  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  A 
copy  of  this  letter,  bearing  date  of  March  5, 1884, 1  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  was  fAVored  with  a  reply  from  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  inclose.  His  excellency  conveys 
the  information  that  no  steamship  company  holds  or  has  lately  held 
any  authorization  to  transport  Chinese  laborers  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
ThiB  will  occasion  no  surprise  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  contract 
with  the  Padfic  Mail  Steamship  Company,  by  previous  notification  of 
the  Hawaiian  Government,  ceased  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  and  that 
the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  or  Mr.  Spreckels,  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege was  to  have  been  transferred,  is  still  without  steamers  to  perform 
the  service. 

Without  fully  abandoning  its  position  respecting  its  right,  under  its 
treaty  covenants  with  the  United  States,  to  make  exclusive  contracts 
for  the  transportation  to  these  islands  of  limited  numbers  and  specified 
classes  of  Chinese  immigrants,  the  Hawaiian  Government  has  met  the 
emergency  with  an  order,  followed  with  corresponding  instructions  to 
its  representatives  abroad,  to  the  effect  that  Chinese  immigrants  in  ex- 
oess  of  twenty-five  in  any  one  vessel  will  not  be  admitted  hereafter  into 
the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  and  his  excellency  gives  assurance  that,  pend* 
ing  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Chinese  immigration  by  the  next 
Legislative  Assembly,  ^^  no  permits  are  or  will  be  issued  to  any  steamer 
lines  giving  them  any  exclusive  privilege  in  regard  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  Chinese  immigrant  laborers  from  Hong-Kong  or  elsewbtdre  to  this 
Kingdom.'' 

As  the  enforcement  of  theoe  regulations  in  good  faith  will  put  an  end 
to  Chinese  immigration,  as  well  as  to  the  discrimination  complained  of 
in  connection  with  it,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  be  confirmed  in  the  judgment 
that  a  further  discussion  of  the  subject  at  this  time  is  unnecessary. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

EOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 
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[InclororoltaKo.  US.} 

Mr.  DaggtU  to  Mr.  Oihmm. 

No.  S46.]  Lbqatiok  of  the  Ukthed  Statbs, 

HimoM%,Mar6k  5,  1884. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  December  last,  reUting  to  the  gcMit- 
ing  by  the  Hawaiian  Government  of  special  and  exdntive  priyileges  to  the  Oeeanie 
Steamship  Company  in  the  transportation  of  Chinese  laborers  to  these  islands,  I  have 
the  honor  to  advise  your  excellency  that  I  am  now  possessed  of  the  speeifio  condu- 
sions  of  my  Government  on  the  subject,  with  a  full  consideration  of  the  oonespondeocB 
in  connection  therewith  between  your  excellency  and  this  legation. 

Without  reviewing  the  entire  ground  covered  by  the  controversy,  I  beg  respeotfiilly 
to  say  that  the  risht  claimed  by  your  excellency  for  Hawaii,  under  its  treaty  relations 
with  the  United  States,  to  grant  exclusiveprivilegesfor  the  transportation  of  Chinese 
passenffers  to  these  islands,  either  for  sanitary  or  other  reasons,  cannot  be  admitted 
by  my  Government.  As  has  already  been  brought  to  your  excellency's  attenti^m,  the 
real  question  involved  is  not  the  grievance  ot  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
or  of  any  other  American  line  of  steamships,  nor  the  relative  rights  of  such  lines, 
however  they  may  be  incidentally  affected. 

It  is  strictly  an  international  question  between  the  two  Governments,  involving 
the  construction  or  interpretation  of  Article  VI  of  the  treaty  of  1849,  which  guaranr 
tees  to  '*  steam-vessels  of  the  United  States ''  carrying  its  mails  the  right  to  freely 
enter  Hawaiian  ports  and  *'  land  passengers  and  their  baggage.''  All  steam- vesooln  of 
the  United  States  carrying  its  mails  are  entitled  to  this  privilege,  without  regard  to 
the  lines  to  which  they  may  belong. 

The  sovereign  right  of  Hawaii  to  prohibit  the  immigration  of  Chinese  to  its  shoref 
is  not  questioned,  and  American  steamships,  of  whatever  line,  would  be  bound  to  re 
spect  such  prohibition ;  but  if  Chinese  immigrants  are  permitted  to  come  to  Hawaii, 
either  indiscriminately  or  in  limited  numbers,  or  under  any  other  condition  that  may 
be  imposed  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  the  Kingdom,  then  such  immigrants  are 
passengers  within  the  meaning  of  Article  YI  of  the  treaty  of  1849,  and  ail  American 
steamships  carryiuff  the  mails  possess  an  undoubted  right  to  take  and  land  them  as 
passengers  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Hawaii,  in  accordance  with  treaty  stipulation. 

To  accord  an  exclusive  right  to  carry  such  passengers  either  to  Hawaiian  vossela,  to 
vessels  of  a  nation  foreign  to  both  the  United  States  and  Hawaii,  or  to  vessels  of  any 
particular  line,  whether  American,  Hawaiian,  or  foreign,  would  be  equally  a  disorun- 
ination  against  American  steam-vessels,  and  would  be  held  by  my  Government  to  be 
a  violation  of  the  plain  letter  of  Article  VI  of  the  treaty  of  1849;  and  neither  would 
my  judgment  counsel  nor  my  instructions  permit  me  to  assent  to  an  interpretatiafi 
giving  warrant  to  any  such  discrimination. 

I  beg  again  to  assure  your  excellency  that  no  exclusive  privilege  is  claimed  for  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company.  On  the  contrary,  the  granting  of  such  a  privilege 
to  that  or  any  other  line  would  be  quite  as  objectionable  as  the  discrimination  now 
Bouffht  to  be  made  in  favor  of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company. 

What  is  asked  is  that  all  American  steamships,  of  whatever  line,  shall,  with  re- 
spect to  the  carrying  trade  and  within  the  limitations  of  treaty  provisions,  be  placed 
on  an  equality  with  each  other,  with  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored  nation,  and  with 
the  vepsels  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom.  This  is  the  only  interpretation  of  the  treaty 
which  seems  to  be  just;  the  only  interpretation  which  my  Government  is  prepared  to 
assent  to ;  and  in  connection  with  it  the  question  of  sanitary  measures  or  the  rights 
of  any  particular  line  of  steamships  cannot  be  considered.  The  treaty  must  be  in- 
terpreted in  harmony  with  its  spirit  and  its  language,  and  so  lonff  as  its  provisions 
are  held  to  be  binding  the  observance  of  its  covenants  cannot  justly  or  in  good  ^th 
be  contravened  or  m^ified  by  either  party  to  meet  a  sanitary  or  other  emergency. 

To  state  the  point  directly,  the  exclusive  privilege  already  or  about  to  be  granted 
to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  is  conceived  by  my  Government  to  be  an  ui^jnst 
discrimination  against  all  other  American  steamships  carrying  the  mails  between  the 
eastern  and  western  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  that  it  is  in  contravention  of  the 

S ^visions  of  the  treaty  of  1849 ;  and  the  President  hopes,  as  he  believes,  that  the 
[awaiian  Government,  noted  no  less  for  its  high  intelligence  tlum  for  its  senae  of 
justice,  will  speedily  adopt  the  proper  measures  to  rescind  the  privilege,  if  granted, 
and  if  not  granted;  to  prevent  its  fulfillment. 
I  have,  &c., 

BOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 
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[XnolMiiM  S  in  Ko.  13S.] 

Mr,  Gib$an  io  Mr.  Daggett, 

Department  of  Foreioit  Affairs, 

Honolulu,  Marok  13,  1884. 

flnt :  I  luiTe  the  honor  to  aoknowledse  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
SSfa  inctanty  replying  to  mine  of  December  19,  conveying  to  metheapecificctmclutione 
of  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States  on  the  tabject  of  ezclosive  privileges  con- 
seeled  with  the  transport  of  Chinese  laborers  to  these  islands,  to  the  effect  that  the 
ng)it  clsiined  by  this  Goyemment  to  grant  soch  exclosive  prlTileges,  either  for  sani- 
tary or  other  reascms,  involTes  a  violation  of  treaty  stipnlauons. 

In  my  dispatch  of  January  4,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  His 
ICi^eety's  consul-general  at  Hong  Kong,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  exceUencv 
ihit  no  instruction  had  been  sent  to  authorize  any  line  of  steamers,  to  transport  Chi- 
iMse  immigrant  laborers  to  these  islands,  and  at  the  present  time  no  such  authoriza- 
tion exists.  Any  attempt  on  ^e  part  of  any  line  of  steamers  to  introduce  such  immi- 
napt  l*b<»ers  is  wholly  without  the  warrant  of  permission  or  instruction  ^m  His 
Mmcs^s  Government. 

His  Ma^Jesty  fully  appreciates  the  assurances  coming  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  Statee  that  the  sovereign  right  of  His  Mi^eety's  Government  to  restrict  or  in- 
hibit Cbinese  immigration  remains  unquestioned. 

This  immigration  cannot  be  regarded  in  the  same  light  as  ordinary  passenger  travel 
raeh  as  was  contemplated  when  the  treaty  of  1849  was  negotiated. 

His  Majesty's  Government  would  not  think,  even  without  treaty  obligations,  of  im- 
posing restrictions  on  ordinary  passenger  traffic  to  this  Kingdom ;  but  a  passenger 
traffic  composed  exclusively  of  male  laborers,  entirely  without  means,  who  show  no  cQs- 
position  for  settlement  or  assimilation  abroad,  is  of  such  a  character  that  the  great 
Anierie»Q  Bepublic  itself  has  found  it  expedient,  as  Hawaii  now  does,  to  have  a  com- 
plete control  of  such  traffic  or  immigration.  Without  such  control  there  would  in 
&  e  ease  of  this  country  be  danger  to  its  autonomy. 

Therefore,  His  Majesty's  Government,  confirming  a  resolution  of  His  Majesty  in  cabi- 
net oouneil  of  July  13,  of  last  ^ear,  have  placed  m  the  control  of  this  Department 
the  regulation  of  Chinese  immigration,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency uiat  an  order  has  been  issued  and  communicated  to  His  Majesty's  diplomatie 
tod  consalar  representatives  at  Washington,  San  Francisco,  and  elsewhere,  that  Chi- 
nese coming  here  (not  already  furnfshea  with  official  permits)  in  numbers  exceeding 
twenty-five  in  any  one  vessel  will  not  be  allowed  entrance  into  this  Kingdom.  Mean- 
time the  whole  subject  of  Chinese  immiffratiou  will  be  submitted  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  at  its  approaching  session  with  the  view  of  obtaining  new  and  decisive 
legislation  upon  tne  subject.  I  have  therefore  tbe  honor  to  inform  your  excellency 
that  in  the  mean  time  no  permits  are  or  will  be  issued  to  any  steamer  lines  giving  to 
them  any  exclusive  privileges  in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  Chinese  immigrant 
laborers  from  Hong  Kong  or  elsewhere  to  this  Kingdom. 


I  have,  Ac, 


WALTER  M.  GIBSON. 


No.  203. 
Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyaen, 

Ko.  135.J  LlBGATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Honolulu^  March  26,  1884.  (Received  April  16.) 
Sm :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  instant  (No.  132)  I  referred  to  re- 
cent regulations  of  the  Hawaiian  Gtovemment  limiting  Chinese  immi- 
gntion  to  twenty-five  in  any  one  vessel,  a  measure  manifestly  designed 
to  pnt  an  end  to  a  farther  increase  in  the  Chinese  population  of  these 
idands.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  tbese  regaia* 
tions,  as  officially  published. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1883,  the  cabinet  in  council  adopted  a  resolution 
protesting  against,  and  taking  steps  to  prevent,  a  further  influx  of  Chinese 
male  laborers  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

At  the  solicitation  of  planters  this  resolution  was  rescinded  on  the 
13tii  of  July,  1883,  and  another  adopted  in  its  stead,  authorizing  an 
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immigration  of  Chinese  laborers  to  the  Umit  of  600  in  any  three  months. 
The  latter  resolntion  has  now  given  place  to  regulations  restricting  snoh 
immigration  to  25  in  Miy  one  veissel. 

As  this  limit  will  not  warrant  the  touching  of  San  Francisco  and 
Hong-Kong  steamers  at  Honolulu,  very  few  Chinese  immigrants  may 
be  looked  for  unctor  existing  r^olations.  Under  the  600  limit,  how- 
ever,  more  than  1,000  have  arriv^  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  as 
many  more  are  expected. 

As  these  large  shipments  are  plainly  in  excess  of  the  prescribed  limit, 
it  18  not  improbable  that  an  attempt  to  land  any  considerable  number 
more  may  be  resisted  by  the  Gk>vemment. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ROLLEST  M.  DAGGETT. 


(Inolociire  in  Ko.  185.] 
(By  authority.) 

FOBSiaN  OFFICB  NOTICE. 

BeguloH&nB  for  admUiion  of  Chino9$  immiffraut  laborers  into  ike  ffmwaUan  Kingdom^  wkMde 
and  pnbliehed  under  the  anthorUy  of  a  reeoWtion  of  Hl$  Mafeeiy  in  oabinei  eonneiL  wamtd 
on  ike  i^th  day  of  Jnly,  1883. 

No.  1.  From  this  date  permiBsion  will  be  granted  to  maaters  of  TeoBels  aniyiBC  at 
the  port  of  Honolalu  to  land  Chineae  immigrant  laborers  not  exceeding  twenty-fire 
in  all  from  auv  one  veeeel,  tbat  number  to  be  in  addition  to  and  exclnsive  of  any  Cmneee 
passengers  who  may  hold  passports  as  proTided  for  in  regulation  No.  3. 

No.  2.  Passports  enabling  their  holders  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom  nu^  be 
issued  from  the  foreign  office,  Honolulu,  or  by  His  Majesty's  consul-general  at  Hong^ 
Kong^ 

1.  To  any  Chinese  resident  in  this  Kingdom  who  may  desire  to  visit  any  foreign 
country  and  retnm  therefrom. 

2.  To  the  wiyes  or  other  female  relatiyes  and  to  the  children  of  Chinese  now  resid- 
ing in  the  Kingdom,  or  who  may  be  about  to  emigrate  to  this  country  under  the  pro- 
visions of  regulation  No.l. 

No.  3.  A  fee  of  $1  shall  be  charged  for  each  passport  issued  in  pursuance  of  the 
foregoing  regulation. 

No.  4.  All  orders  and  instructions  regalating  Chinese  immigration  to  this  country 
heretofore  issued  frx>m  this  office  are  hereby  canceled. 

WALTER  M.  GIBSON, 

Minister  of  Foreign  JgkSr$. 
Foreign  Office, 

Honoluluy  March  25, 1884. 


No.  204. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  138.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honoluluj  ApHl  14,  1884.  (Received  April  29.) 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  iuclose  herewith  a  oopy  of  a  oommimioation 
from  the  Hawaiian  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  relation  to  the  several 
orders  issued  since  last  Jnne  for  the  regulation  of  Chinese  immigration 
to  these  islands.  These  orders  (copies  of  which  I  have  from  time  to 
time  transmitted  to  yon)  provided — 

(1)  For  an  entire  suspension  of  Chinese  immigration ; 

(2)  For  a  Chinese  immigration  embracing  both  sexes  to  an  extent  not 
exceeding  600  in  any  three  months ;  and 

(3)  Bestricting  sudi  immigration  to  25  in  any  one  vessel. 
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A  copy  of  the  latter  order  was  an  inclosare  in  my  dispatch  of  March 
26  last,  No.  135. 

With  the  arrival  from  Hong-Kong  of  the  steamship  Arabic  on  the 
Wth  instant,  with  between  500  and  000  Chinese  laborers,  it  is  announced 
by  the  official  organ  of  the  Government  that  all  immigration  authorized 
by  the  second  o^er  above  referred  to  has  ceased,  and  until  fbrther  no- 
tice the  existing  regulation  (25  In  any  one  vessel)  will  be  enforced. 
Very  respec^lly,  &c., 

EOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


[Inclotfore  in  Ko.  138.] 

Mr.  Gibson  to  Mr,  Daggett. 

Dkpartbcxnt  of  Forbion  Affairs, 

HoMQlulu,  ApHl  3, 1884. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  13th  nltimo,  dealing  with  the  sabjeotof  the  Pacific  Biail  Steam- 
ship Company's  complaint,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  an  order 
had  beeD  issued,  and  commuDicated  to  His  Majesty's  diplomatic  and  consular  repre- 
sentatives at  Washington,  San  Francisco,  and  elsewhere,  that  ChiDCse  passenecrs 
coming  here  (not  already  furnished  with  official  permits)  in  numbers  exceecung 
twenty-five  in  any  one  vessel  will  not  be  allowed  entrance  into  the  Kingdom. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  regulations  for  the  admission  of  Chinese 
immigrant  laborers,  embodying  the  provisions  a^ve  alluded  to,  which  have  been  made 
and  published  under  the  authority  of  the  resolution  of  His  Majesty  in  cabinet  council 
referred  to  in  my  letter  already  quoted. 

In  doing  so  I  deem  it  right  to  address  to  you,  as  the  representative  of  a  friendly 
power  which  always  manifesto  a  kindly  interest  iu  the  welfare  of  this  Kingdom,  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  circumstances  which  have  led  the  (Government  to  issue  these  regu- 
lations. 

In  April  of  last  year  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  His  Maj- 
esty In  cabinet  council,  passed  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  influx  of  Chinese 
men  into  the  country,  with  the  prospect  of  an  iojurious  increase. 

The  terms  in  which  you  expresued  to  me  your  satisfaction  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  Government  assure  me  that  it  is  not  necessarv  to  enlarge  upon  the  undesirability 
ef  permitting  large  numbers  of  male  Chinese  to  be  added  to  our  small  population,  of 
which  their  countrymen  already  form  so  l^ifgc  a  part,  and  in  which  the  disproportion  of 
the  sexes,  chiefly  caused  by  importation  of  Chinese  men,  is  so  very  great.  The  protest 
made  at  that  time  by  the  (Government  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  immigration 
against  which  it  was  directed.  At  a  later  period  of  the  year,  however,  such  represen- 
tations were  made  by  the  employers  of  labor  here  as  led  the  Government  to  feel, 
tiiat  it  would  be  well  to  allow  small  numbers  of  Chinese  laborers  to  be  brought  in  from 
time  to  time  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who  return  to  their  native  country.  An  ex- 
losive  leave  was  then  granted  to  the  companies  running  regular  linos  of  steamers 
between  China  and  San  Francisco  to  bring  in  this  limited  numoer  of  laborers.  Subse- 
quently another  company  proposed  to  establish  a  Hawaiian  line  of  steamers  to  ply 
between  Honolulu  and  Asiatic  ports,  and  to  encourage  such  an  imxN>rtant  domestic 
enterprise  the  Government  promised  the  privilege  of  carrying  Chinese  immigrant 
laborers  to  this  country  to  tne  new  line  in  the  event  of  its  establishment.  Notice 
was  then  given  (under  date  of  October  15,  1883)  to  the  agents  of  the  Pacific  Mall 
Steamship  Company  and  the  Oriental  and  Occidental  Steamship  Company  that  their 
permission  to  bring  such  passengers  here  would  cease  on  the  Ist  of  January  of  this 
year.  The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  regardless  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  strong  public  feeling  which  exists  here  on  the  subject,  made  arrange- 
ments to  bring  to  Honolulu  between  two  and  three  thousand  Chinese  male  laborers 
within  the  space  of  a  few  weeks.  Their  example  has  apparently  encouraged  other 
•hip-owners  to  attempt  the  same  course,  since,  according  to  the  information  furnished 
to  the  Government,  at  least  one  other  steamship  (not  oelonging  to  any  established 
line)  is  on  the  way  here  with  a  full  complement  of  passengers  of  the  same  class. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  (^vemment  deemed  it  desirable,  pending  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  to  make  and  publish  new  regulations  for  the  control 
of  this  traffic,  instead  of  reverting  to  the  absolute  prohibition  of  last  year.  The  Pacific 
Mall  Steamship  Company  had  aJready  in  February  last  been  informed  that  whilst 
small  numbers  of  Chinese  males  arriving  here  in  their  boats  via  San  Francisco,  even 
up  to  100  at  a  time,  would  not  be  interfered  with,  any  larger  numbers  would  be 
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treated  specially,  and,  if  admitted  at  all,  the  men  would  be  tabjected  to  a  period  of 
quarantine  and  their  effects  to  fumigation ;  and  the  company  were  further  infoxmed 
that  any  attempt  to  brins  Chinese  coolies  in  ship-loads  would  certainly  be  met  by  a 
positive  reftisal  to  allow  landing. 

On  the  15th  of  last  month  a  copv  of  regulations  almost  identical  with  those  I  now  for- 
ward you  was  sent  to  San  Francisco,  and  would  be  immediately  communicated  to  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  with  the  intimation  that  His  Majesty's  consul-gen- 
eral at  Hong-Kong  had  received  notice  by  cable  of  the  intention  of  this  Govern- 
ment positively  to  resist  the  immigration  of  coolies.  That  comi>any  has  therefore 
had  the  most  ample  warning  of  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Government.  The 
landing  of  the  Chinese  who  arrived  by  the  steamers  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
City  of  Tokio  was  nevertheless  acquiesced  in  by  the  Government,  because  their 
passengers  were  represented  to  have  been  contracted  for  previous  to  the  expiring  of 
the  permission  which  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  formerly  held.  But  as  that 
permission  expressly  stipulated  that  not  more  than  600  Chinese  laborers  should  be  in- 
troduced into  the  country  in  anv  period  of  three  months,  there  is  no  valid  reason  for 
any  fhrther  acquiescence.  The  bringing  here  in  rapid  succession  of  parties  of  several 
hundreds  of  coolies  is  manifestly  an  open  defiance  of  the  wishes  and  of  the  rights  of 
the  Government  and  people  of  this  Kingdom. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  state  that  measures  dealing  with  the  whole  subject  of  Chi- 
nese immigration  wilt  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
at  its  approaching  session. 

With  tue  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration, 
I  have,  &c,, 

WALTER  M.  GIBSON. 

His  Excellency  Rolun  M.  Daqqbtt, 

United  States  MUmter  Betident. 


No.  205. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  FreUnghuysen. 

No.  144.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  April  30, 1884.    (Eeceived  May  17.) 

Sir  :  The  biennial  report  of  the  minister  of  finance  has  been  sabmit- 
ted  to  the  Legislature,  embracing  statements  in  detail  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditores  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  for  the  two  years  ending 
March  31,  1884,  and  estimates  of  the  same  for  a  like  period  ending 
March  31,  1886. 

As  soon  as  the  report,  now  printed  in  an  almost  anintelligible  form, 
shall  have  been  corrected,  copies  will  be  forwarded  to  you,  together 
with  snch  other  department  reports  as  may  be  presented.  Meantime  I 
beg  to  lay  before  you  a  brief  synopsis  of  what  is  shown  by  the  minister 
of  finance  in  his  biennial  communication. 

The  cash  receipts  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  from  all  sources  except- 
ing loans,  for  two  years'  ending  March  31, 1884,  were  considerably  lees 
than  the  expenditures  for  that  period.  By  these  expenditures  were  ab- 
sorbed, less  (2,220.42  in  the  treasury  March  31, 1884,  the  following  funds: 

Legitimate  receipts |2, 423, 185  48 

Loans 668,900  00 

Cash  in  the  treasury  March  31, 1882 e ia>,641  06 

Totel 3,218.626  47 

The  total  expenditures  were 3,216,406  06 

Balance  in  treasury  March  31,  1884 2,220  42 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  thatfor  the  two  years  ending  March  31, 1884, 
the  expenditures  of  the  Gk>vernmeut,  $3,216,406.05,  exceeded  the  ac- 
tual receipts,  $2,423,185.42  (deducting  loans,  $668,900,  and  the  differ 
ence  in  the  cash  balances  of  1882  and  1884,  $124,321.63,  to  the  large 
amount  of  $703,220.63. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note,  however,  that  the  estimates  of  expenditures 
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for  the  two  years  ending  March  31, 1886,  are  placed  at  nearly  $1,000,000 
bdow  the  outlays  for  the  preceding  biennial  period,  and  $65,(^.08 
within  the  estimated  receipts.  The  receipts  are  estimated  at  $2,336,870.42 
and  the  expenditures  at  $2,271,843.34. 

The  principal  redaction  is  made  in  the  interior  department,  which 
during  the  past  two  years  expended  $473,050.86  for  the  enconragement 
of  immigration,  and  as  mnch  more,  perhaps,  in  public  works  and  im- 
provements. 

No  further  appropriations  are  asked  for  the  encouragement  of  immi- 
gration, and  public  works  will  be  sparingly  undertaken. 

Should  the  Legislature  manifest  a  similar  spirit  of  retrenchment,com- 
pUunts  of  extravagance  will  cease,  and  there  will  be  less  to  inspire  a  larm 
at  the  financial  outlook  of  the  Kingdom ;  but  this  movement  in  the  di- 
rection of  economy  has  come  none  too  soon,  for  the  public  debt,  which 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1882,  was  $209,200,  had  reached  $898,800  on  the 
Ist  of  April,  1884,  and  is  now  $1,048,800,  $150,000  of  bonds  of  the  two 
million  loan  having  been  sold  since  the  latter  date. 

The  amount  of  interest  already  paid  annually  is  $74,468,  and  a  further 
increase  of  the  burden  is  not  warranted  by  any  reasonable  estimate  of 
the  future  of  these  islands.  Under  the  operations  of  the  reciprocity 
treaty,  almost  every  industry  in  the  Kingdom  has  prospered  greatly 
during  the  past  seven  years.  Real  property  values  have  advanc^  from 
two  to  ten  fold,  and  general  extravagance  has  been  the  natural  result.  It 
seems  that  the  inevitable  reaction  of  overtrading  and  overvaluation  is 
now  about  to  follow,  largely  assisted  by  what  it  is  not  too  emphatic  to  call 
acalamitous  declinein  the  price  of  the  prominent  product  of  the  country — 
sugar;  and  the  commercial  depression  with  which  the  islands  are  threat- 
ened calls  for  the  strictest  economy  in  the  conduct  of  the  Government. 
Under  the  circumstances  a  further  increase  in  the  public  indebtedness 
of  the  Kingdom,  which  is  in  effect  a  charge  upon  the  sugar  industries 
of  the  islands,  two-thirds  of  which  are  sustained  by  American  enterprise 
and  capital,  would  be  alike  reckless  and  unjust,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
two  million  loan  act  of  the  last  Legislative  Assembly  may  be  repealed 
b^ore  any  considerable  amount  of  the  remainder  of  the  unsold  bonds 
DOW  in  the  market  can  be  disposed  of. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

BOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  206. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  151.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  May  31, 1884.    (Eeceived  June  14.) 

Sir:  The  commercial  and  general  business  outlook  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  has  been  regarded  with  increasing  uneasiness  during  the  past 
four  or  five  months,  and  serious  financial  troubles  in  the  near  future  are 
predicted.  • 

This  condition  is  due  to  a  steady  decline  in  the  prices  of  raw  sugars 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  to  the  notorious  extravagance  and 
loose  management  of  a  majority  of  the  sugar-planters. 

The  most  of  the  plantations  are  heavily  encumbered  with  indebted- 
ness, paying  interest  at  rates  varying  from  8  to  12  per  cent,  per  annum 
and  compounding  quarterly. 
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As  nearly  all  the  available  acreage  of  the  isiandB  has  been  given  to 
cane,  other  agrioaltural  industries  have  been  neglected,  until  almoet 
everything  consumed,  excepting  rice,  fruits,  fresh  meats,  and  garden 
prodacts,  comes  from  abroad.  This  has  enhanced  the  general  expenses 
of  living,  and  impelled  a  corresponding  increase  in  labor  rates«  whidi  it 
is  hopeless  to  expect  immigration  to  more  than  temporarily  sdfoct. 
Hence,  while  plantation  expenses,  even  with  the  practice  of  nnumiiJ 
economy,  have  been  tending  upward  for  some  months,  the  price  of  sugar 
has  been  steadily  declining,  until  it  has  become  a  question  whether, 
taking  the  plantations  as  a  whole,  sugar  can  be  produced  and  sold  with- 
out loss  at  current  market  rates,  even  with  the  advantage  of  free  entry 
into  United  States  porta. 

The  increased  and  apparently  increasing  production  of  beet  sagar  in 
Europe,  the  opening  of  competing  sugar  areas  in  Mexico,  and  tbe  grow- 
ing possibilities  of  sorghum  are  all  circumstances  favorable  to  a  further 
decline  in  the  price  of  the  commodity  to  which  these  islands  owe  their 
commercial  standing,  and  planters,  as  well  they  may,  are  watching  Uie 
market  with  feverish  anxiety. 

Hawaiian  raw  sugars,  which  two  years  ago  were  worth  from  $130  to 
$140  per  ton  in  San  Francisco,  are  now  begging  sale  at  $95  and  $97.50. 
This  means  about  $80  net  per  ton  to  the  planter.  Can  he  produce  sugiBr 
without  loss  at  that  price  f  With  plantations  free  from  debt  and  eiue- 
fiilly  managed,  a  small  profit  might  possibly  be  realized  at  present 
prices }  but  few  of  tiiem  are  in  that  condition,  and  the  indications  are 
that  many  of  them  will  be  lost  to  their  owners  for  their  mottga^geB^ 
while  the  financial  stability  of  their  agents  and  factors  will  be  tested  to 
the  utmost  by  having  the  plantations  thrown  upon  their  hands  by  fore- 
closure  at  double  or  more  of  their  market  vtdue.  Other  real  valaes 
would  be  affected  thereby,  and  the  depression  would  be  general  and 
disastrous. 

As  an  evidence  that  such  a  calamity  is  not  altogether  unlocked  for 
by  the  well  informed,  I  may  mention  that  already  land-owners  have 
been  recommended  by  the  press  to  devote  a  portion  of  their  a/cxes  to 
products  other  than  cane,  coupled  with  the  admission  that  should  the 
price  of  sugar  suffer  a  further  decline,  say  of  1  cent  per  pound,  it 
could  no  longer  be  cultivated  with  profit  on  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Such  an  event  would  at  once  deprive  the  group  largely  of  its  commer- 
cial importance,  and  place  it  back  in  its  condition  of  twenty  years  ago, 
for  it  produces  but  little  to-day  besides  sugar  and  rice  to  exchange  for 
the  commodities  of  other  lands. 

The  sugar  yield  of  1884  will  approximate  60,000  tons.    What  it  will 
amount  to  thereafter  will  depend  upon  the  price. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

BOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


JTo.  207. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghf^sen. 

No.  152.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

HonolulUy  May  31,  1884.    (Received  June  14*) 
Snt:  The  throwing  into  circulation  here  of  nearly  $1,000,000  of  the 
new  Hawaiian  silver  coinage  has  created  a  demand  for  gold  so  pressing, 
or,  rather,  has  prompted  the  sugar  agents  and  bankers  to  keep  so  large 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


HAWillAN   I8I1AND6.  287 

a  part  of  their  gold  funds  in  San  Francisco,  that  oibesc  than  United 
States  ^ver  saners  a  discount  of  from  5  to  8  par  cent,  in  the  purchase 
of  eixebange  on  California,  To  meet  the  geld  wants  of  the  Government, 
tod  i>088iblj  in  the  hope  of  compelling  a  return  of  a  reasonable  propor- 
tion of  the  gold  for  which  the  products  of  the  islands  are  sold,  and  which 
is  left  in  San  Francisco  lor  the  benefit  of  exchange,  the  cabinet  council 
adopted  a  resolution  on  the  15th  instant  instructing  the  minister  of 
finance  to  enforce  the  law  of  1876,  and  on  and  after  the  1st  of  June 
proximo  compel  the  payment  of  all  customs  duties  in  United  States 
gold  coin. 

This  action  occasioned  very  considerable  comment,  and  the  Honolulu 
Chamber  of  Commerce  took  it  under  consideration ;  but  no  means  of 
reUef  oonld  be  devised  by  that  body  beyond  limiting  the  silver  circula- 
tion of  the  Kingdom  to  Hawaiian  and  American  coinage,  and  reducing 
its  legal-tender  capacity  firom  $50  to  $20. 

On  the  28th  instant  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly requesting  the  cabinet  council  to  defer  the  enforcement  of  the  order 
for  the  collection  of  customs  duties  in  United  States  gold  coin  until 
the  eiurrency  bills  before  that  body  could  be  more  thoroughly  considered^ 
and  on  the  29th  instant  the  cabinet  council  adopted  a  resolution  ac- 
eording  to  that  request. 

The  failure  of  the  Hawaiian  Government  for  years  past  to  enforce  the 
law  f3i  1876,  requiring  the  payment  of  customs  duties  in  United  States 
gold  coin,  has  been  a  continued  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  reciprocity 
treaty  of  1875,  and  with  silver  at  a  discount  of  from  5  to  8  per  cent.,  as 
it  now  is,  the  acceptance  of  such  coin  in  the  payment  of  customs  duties 
is,  in  eflfect,  an  unwarrantable  reduction  of  duty  charges  to  shippers  to 
the  extent  per  cent,  of  the  discount^  and  to  the  same  extent  are  the  free 
prodacts  of  the  United  States  depnved  of  the  benefits  accorded  by  the 
treaty. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  feel  bound  to  ask  that  the  law  of  1876, 
requiring  the  payment  of  customs  duties  in  United  States  gold  coin,, 
may  be  hereafter  enforced. 
I  am^  &c., 

EOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  208. 

ilf r.  DcLggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  153.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  May  31, 1884.    (Received  June  14.) 

8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company's  steamers  plying  between  San  Francisco  and  Australia  con- 
tinue to  deliver  the  public  mails  at  this  port,  but  decline  all  passenger 
and  freight  traffic  between  San  Francisco  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

This  singular  proceeding  is  regarded  with  general  dissatisfaction  here^ 
and  is  manifestly  the  result  of  some  business  arrangement  between  that 
company  and  the  Spreckels  firm,  controlling  the  Oceanic  Steamship 
Company.  As  the  financial  strength  of  the  former  forbids  the  presump- 
tion ^coercion  in  the  matter,  it  is  probable  that  asatisfactory  considera- 
tien  has  been  the  moving  power,  possibly  to  the  extent  of  the  subsidy 
of  $2,000  per  trip  ($48,000  per  annum)  which  the  Legislature  has  been 
asked  to  vote  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company.    But  whatever  may 
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bare  been  the  oontrolliDg  motive  or  oonsideratioD,  it  cannot  bat  be  oon- 
sidered  unfortunate  for  Hawaii  that  individual  power  has  be^i  found 
to  be  competent  to  so  embarrass  its  commerce  and  dioke  its  channels  of 
trade. 

I  am.  &C., 

KOLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  209. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  157.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu^  June  14,  1884.  (Received  June  30.) 
'  Sib:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  31st  ultimo  (No.  152)  I  had  the  honor  to 
refer  to  the  continued  collection  of  Hawaiian  customs  duties  in  silver 
foreign  to  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  and  of  low  commercial  value, 
when  the  existing  law  on  the  subject  requires  all  customs  pa3nuent8  to 
be  made  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  silver  accepted  in  the  payment  of  customs  duties  has  for  some 
weeks  past  been  selling  at  a  discount  of  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  in  ex- 
change for  gold,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  direct  the  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  subject,  claiming  that  the  collection  of 
customs  duties  in  such  silver  operated  substantially  as  a  reduction  in 
duty  rates,  and  was  not  in  accord  with  the  spirit  and  purposes  of  the 
treaty  of  1875.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note  to  his  excellency,  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  under  date  of  May  31st  ultimo. 

In  his  reply  of  the  3d  instant  (inclosure  No.  2)  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  without  referring  to  the  question  of  the  good  faith  of  his  Gov- 
ernment in  accepting  foreign  silver  at  rates  above  its  commercial  value 
in  the  payment  of  customs  duties,  denies  that  such  silver  is  accepted 
at  the  custom-house,  but  at  the  same  time  admits  that  the  ^'  gold  checks" 
of  the  bank  of  Bishop  &  Co.,  in  which  the  most  of  the  customs  duties 
are  paid,  are,  through  an  understanding  with  the  Government,  cashed 
into  the  treasury  in  silver. 

This  very  unsatisfactory  explanation  seemed  to  call  for  a  more  specific 
statement  of  the  situation,  and  on  the  5th  instant  I  addressed  a  second 
coromunicaiion  (inclosure  No.  3)  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  show- 
ing that  the  "  gold  checks  ^  of  Bishop  &  Co.,  are  or  may  be  drawn  for 
Mexican  dollars  at  par,  and  in  the  same  currency  may  be  redeemed  into 
the  treasury,  thus  giving  shippers  the  privilege  of  paying  their  customs 
duties  in  the  face  value  of  silver  worth  from  10  to  12  per  cent,  less 
than  gold. 

To  this  his  excellency  promptly  replied  (inclosure  No.  4,  June  5), 
admitting  that  the  acceptance  of  foreign  silver  in  the  payment  of  cus- 
toms duties,  if  import  charges  are  thereby  in  effect  reduced,  is  a  de- 
parture from  the.S[)irit  of  the  treaty  of  1875,  which  had  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  promising  early  action  by 
the  Legislative  Assembly  providing  for  the  resumption  of  the  collection 
of  customs  djiities  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  or  its  equivalent. 

My  final  note  on  the  subject  (inclosure  No.  5,  June  6),  accepts  with 
satisfaction  the  liberal  and  friendly  concessions  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  relies  upon  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  restore  the  gold  stand- 
ard in  the  collection  of  customs  duties. 
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To  accomplish  this  object  a  namber  of  bills  are  now  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  I  feel  confident  that  the  payment  of  duty  charges  in  foreign 
silver  will  soon  be  discontinued. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


rinolMura  1  in  Ko.  157.] 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr,  Gibson, 

No.  249.]  Legation  o*  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  May  31,  1884. 

Sir  :  When  the  reciprocity  treaty  of  1875  was  ratified  by  our  respective  Governments 
the  leeal-tender  cnrrency  and  unit  of  commercial  value  in  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  as 
fixed  by  Chapter  XXVIl  of  tlie  sessions  laws  of  1872,  were  the  dollar  of  the  United 
States  and  ito  subsidiary  subdivisions.  Chapter  XLI  of  the  sessions  laws  of  1876  re- 
pealed that  statute,  and,  amons  other  currency  regulations,  provided  that  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States  should  be  the  standard  and  legal  tender  in  the  Kingdom, 
aDd  that  thereafter  all  duties  on  Hawaiian  imports  should  *' be  paid  in  the  goldcoins 
of  the  United  States  or  their  equivalent." 

For  reasons  not  plainly  apparent,  the  law  of  1876,  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  relates  to  the 
payment  of  customs  duties,  has  not  been  enforced,  but  dnties  on  Hawaiian  imports 
have  been  and  are  still  being  paid  and  received  in  the  debased  silver  coins  of  all 
coontries,  and  accepted  by  the  Hawaiian  customs  authorities  at  rates  from  10  to  20 
percent,  in  excess  of  their  real  commercial  value,  and  as  much  below  their  equiva- 
lence with  the  *'gold  coins  of  the  United  States. '* 

I  am  prone  to  ^lieve  that  the  great  injustice  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
caosed  by  this  deviation  from  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1876,  as  also  from  the  pro« 
visions  of  the  statute  which  that  law  repealed,  mnst  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
His  Majesty's  Government. 

Ifso,  I  need  but  direct  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  character 
of  silver  now  being  received  for  customs  duties  was  selling  yesterday  at  a  discount, 
in  exchange  for  United  States  gold,  of  10  per  cent,  below  the  value  at  which  it  is 
accepted  bv  the  Hawaiian  customs  authorities  in  the  payment  of  import  dnties,  and 
to  the  further  fact  that  the  acceptance  of  such  silver  in  t^e  payment  of  customs 
charges  operates  substantially  as  a  reduction  of  duty  rates  to  snippers  to  the  extent 

Ser  cent,  of  the  discount,  and  to  the  same  extent  are  the  products  of  the  United 
tates  entitled  to  free  entry  deprived  of  the  benefits  accorded  them  by  the  treaty  of 
1875.  In  other  words,  the  shipper  who  pays  his  duties  in  silver  purchased  at  90  per 
cent,  for  gold,  in  reality  pays  no  duties  at  all. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  the  liability  to  customs  charges  of  the  wares  of  all  other  na- 
tions is  an  element  of  the  treaty  equally  essential  with  the  exemption  from  duty  of 
certain  products  of  the  United  States.  Hence,  since  the  Hawaiian  Government  could 
not  in  good  faith  directlv  remove  all  duty  charges  from  foreign  imports,  it  will  scarcely 
be  claimed  that  it  may  do  so  indirectly  by  accepting  in  the  payment  of  duties  debased 
silver  at  from  8  to  lOper  cent,  above  its  current  value.  In  view  of  the  increasing 
rates  of  exchange,  and  the  manifest  contravention  of  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1875 
in  the  acceptance  by  the  Hawaiian  Oovemment  of  debased  silver  at  rates  above  its 
value  in  the  payment  of  import  duties,  I  respectftiUy  present  the  matter  to  His  Mi^* 
esty's  Government,  and,  in  a  spirit  of  great  friendship,  ask  that  measures  may  be 
taken  either  to  enforce  the  law  of  1876,  or  in  some  other  manner  acceptable  to  His 
Majesty's  €k>vemment  provide  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  foreign  imports  in  the 
''gold  coins  of  the  United  States  or  their  equivalent." 
I  am,  d^., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


[Indotiire  2  in  No.  157.] 
Mr,  CHhaon  to  Mr,  Daggett, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Honolulu,  June  3,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  31st 
ultimo,  in  which  you  express  the  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  contravention  of  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1875  between  this  country  and  the  United  States  of  America  in 
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the  acceptance  by  the  Hawaiian  Qoveraineut  of  debased  silver  at  the  rates  above  its 
value  in  payment  of  import  dnties,  and  ask  that  measures  may  be  taken  either  to  en- 
force the  law  of  1876  or  in  some  other  manner  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  duties  in 
the  "  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  or  their  equivalent.'' 

In  reply,  I  have  to  assure  your  excellency  that  you  have  been  misinformed  as  to 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter  of  your  letter.  Silver  and  silver  certificates 
'  are  not  and  never  have  been  received  by  the  Hawaiian  custom-house  in  payment  for 
import  duties,  except  fur  fractional  amounts  that  are  not  represented  in  IJnited  States 
gold  coin.  The  Qovernment  has  for  many  years  past  permitted  the  substitution  of 
what  are  known  as  '*  gold  checks  "  for  actual  coin.  These  are  checks  on  tLe  bank  of 
Bishop  &.  Co.,  bearing  on  their  face  the  promise  of  that  firm  for  their  payment  in 
United  States  gold  com.  An  arrangement  has  also  existed  for  many  years  between 
the  Hawaiian  treasury  and  Bishop  &  Co.  for  forbearance  on  both  sides  to  demand 
gold  for  payments  due  fix>m  the  one  to  the  other  until  after  a  reasonable  notice.  The 
numerous  drafts  on  the  treasury  which  Messrs.  Bishop  &,  Co.  have  to  present  are  in 
this  way  set  off  against  the  gold  checks  for  which  they  are  responsible  (including 
bonds  and  coupons  falling  due).  In  this  way  the  Government  and  the  bank  have 
acted  the  part  of  a  clearing-house  for  innumt  rable  transactions,  and  saved  the  commu- 
nity much  inconvenience,  and  the  gold  coin,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  in  use, 
much  wear  and  tear.  Your  excellency  will  therefore  perceive  that  the  Government 
has  all  along  enforced  the  law  of  1876,  and  taken  measures  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  duties  on  foreign  imports  in  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  or  their  equivalent. 

I  note  that  your  excellency  calls  the  silver  coin  which  is  legal  tender  here  ''  debased 
silver. *'  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  small  amount  of  foreign  coin  in  circulation  which 
is  below  weight  through  long  wear  or  from  being  mutilated.  This  will  occur  iu  anv 
country,  and  no  one  is  obliged  to  accept  such  deficient  coin  as  money.'  As  to  the  balk 
of  the  silver  circulating  here  as  legal  tender,  I  submit  that  the  term  ''debased  silver'' 
is  not  applicable  to  it.  Some  of  it  is  United  States  silver,  some  is  of  more  intrinsic 
value  than  the  American  coin  with  which  it  is  rated  to  pass,  and  the  rest  is  legiti- 
mate coin  of  foreign  countries,  passing  at  a  conventional  value  which  suits  the  oon- 
venionce  of  the  public. . 
I  have,  &C.J 

WALTER  M.  GIBSOlf. 


[Incloeare  3  in  No.  157.] 

•  Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr,  Gibson. 

Ko.  260.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  June  5,  1684. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the  3d 
instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  31st  ultimo,  suggesting  the  Justice  of  the  collection  of 
Hawaiian  customs  duties  hereafter  in  United  States  gold  coin  or  its  equivalent. 

Your  exoelleocy  assumes  that  I  *'  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  facts  in  regard 
to  the  snbject-matter"  of  my  lett«r,  and  then  ventures  the  extraordinary  <leolaration 
that  ''silver  and  silver  certificates  ai*e  not  and  never  have  been  received  by  the  Ha- 
waiian custom-house  in  payment  for  import  duties  except  for  fractional  amounts  that 
are  not  represented  in  United  States  gold  coin." 

Allow  me  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I  am  perfectly  informed  as  to  the  methods 
by  which  the  ''i^old  checks"  of  Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co.  have  for  years  past  been  isaaed 
to  shippers  for  silver,  have  been  received  at  their  face  value  in  the  payment  of  oos- 
toms  duties,  and,  on  presentation,  have  been  cashed  in  silver  or  silver  certificates.  The 
checks  are  purchased  by  shippers  for  silver,  and  in  silver  or  silver  certificates  are  they 
cashed  into  the  treasury,  and  the  word  *'  gold/'  playfully  mentioned  on  their  face  as 
the  medium  of  their  redemption,  represents  nothing  beyond  the  agreement  of  the 
Government  with  Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co.  that  payment  will  not  be  exacted  in  that 
currency. 

Customs  duties,  under  existing  regulations,  may  be  paid  as  follows :  The  merchuit, 
having  an  account  with  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co.,  the  medium  through 
which  the  customs  authorities  largely  deal  with  shippers,  may  sell  his  gold  for  Mex- 
ican dollars  worth  87^  cents,  may  deposit  those  dollars  at  their  face  value,  may  draw 
his  check  thereon  to  the  amount  required,  and  receive  from  the  bank  in  exchange 
therefor  a  ''gold  check"  of  precisely  the  same  amount,  with  which  he  may  pay  his 
customs  duties.  These  "  gold  checks  "  are  turned  into  the  treasury,  and,  on  presenta- 
tion to  the  bank,  may  be  cashed  either  in  Mexican  dollars  or  in  silver  certificated  of 
the  Government,  which  may  be  issued  at  par  on  a  deposit  of  Mexican  dollars. 

Thns  the  shipper  is  practically  enabled  to  pay,  and  the  Gk>veminent  may  aotaaUy 
receive,  his  customs  dues  in  Mexican  dollars,  and  while  it  may  be  true  that  "ailTer 
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and  silver  eertificates  are  not  and  never  have  been  received  by  the  Hawaiian  cus- 
tom-h«iuie  in  "payment  for  import  dnties  except  for  fractional  amounts  that  are  not 
repreMnted  in  United  States  gold  coin/'  your  excellency  omits  to  mention  that  the 
colleeter  of  customs,  who  sternly  demands  gold  from  the  occasional  small  shipper  who 
pays  to  him  directly,  is  authorized  to  accept  from  the  larger  and  more  important  im- 
porCev  the  **  gold  checks"  of  the  bank,  which  are  at  once  redeemed  into  tne  treasury 
in  silver  •r  silver  certificates,  and  the  obligations  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  ''gold  checks'' 
in  gold  are  canceled  as  fast  as  made,  by  the  redemption  in  silver  and  return  of  the 
checks. 

Your  excellency  also  omits  to  mention  the  purpose  of  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
by  His  Majesty's  cabinet  council,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  requiring  the  payment  of  cus- 
toms duties  in  United  States  gold  coin  *'  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1B84,"  the  en- 
ibroement  of  which  resolution  has  since  been  deferred.  If  silver  was  not  then  received 
for  customs  duties,  why  was  their  payment  in  gold  required  after  the  1st  day  of  June  f 

"  Debased  coins"  are  such  as  have  been  punched,  bored  '*  sweated,"  or  intentionally 
mutilated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  deprive  them  of  any  portion  of  their  intrinsic  value. 
Thus,  the  value  fixed  upon  a  punched  dollar  by  the  United  States  Treasury  is  G5  cents, 
a  punched  half-dollar  35  cents,  and  a  punvhed  quarter-dollar  15  cents.  While  such 
mutilations  are  unusually  common  among  the  coins  quite  Areely  circulating  bere,  I 
heg  your  excellency  to  relieve  me  of  the  intention  of  stating  that  such  currency  con- 
stitutes the  bulk  of  the  silver  legal  tender  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  While  such  mu- 
tilated coins  may  not  be  accepted  at  the  Hawaiian  treasury,  they  are  easily  convert- 
ible in  small  sums  into  a  currency  for  which  the  bank's  "  gold  checks  "  may  be  obtained 
at  par. 

As  your  excellency  admits  the  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Bishop  &,  Co.  by  which 
their  so-called  ''gold  checks"  are  received  for  customs  duties,  and  as  X  have  shown  that 
such  "  ^Id  checks  "  are  issued  for  silver  of  low  commercial  value,  and  in  such  silver  or 
its  certificates  are  redeemed  into  the  Hawaiian  treasury,  I  respectfully  resubmit  to 
His  Majesty's  Government  the  request  embodied  in  my  note  of  the  31st  ultimo ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  present  the  matter  in  the  form  of  a  demand 
either  on  the  part  of  my  Government  or  myself.  The  acceptance  of  foreign  silver  above 
its  commercial  value  in  the  payment  of  customs  duties  caunot  but  operate  as  a  disad- 
vantage to  American  commerce  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  reciprocity  between  the  United  States  and  Hawaii,  and  the  coutinnance  of 
the  treaty  relations  now  happily  existing  between  the  two  countries  must  depend 
largely  upon  the  disposition  and  efibrts  of  both  to  carry  out  the  spirit  no  less  than  the 
letter  sf  their  mutual  covenants. 
1  have,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


[Inclosare  4  in  Ko.  157.] 

Mr.  Oibson  1o  Mr,  Daggett, 

Department  ojf  Foreign  Affairs, 

Honolulu^  June  5,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date, 
in  which  jour  excellency  informs  me  that  the  ''gold  checks"  issued  by  merchants  for 
customs  duties,  and  indorsed  as  such  by  Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co.,  are  obtained  for  Mex- 
ican dollars  at  equal  face  value,  or  for  other  silver  coin  or  silver  certificates,  and  are 
paid  by  the  bank  to  the  treasury  in  the  same  forms  of  currency,  and  repeats  the  re- 
quest that  duties  on  foreign  imports  be  collected  by  the  Government  in  United  States 
gold  coin  or  its  equivalent. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  this  subject  is  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  and  is  likely  to  receive  a  prompt  solution  in  accord  with  the 
views  and  wishes  expressed  in  your  letter. 

I  ma^at  the  same  time  remind  your  excellency  that  when  the  reciprocity  trea^ 
between  this  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  was  negotiated  the  currency  law  of  187^ 
was  in  force,  and  silver  was  the  only  standard  here.  I  do  not  think  that  the  possi- 
bility of  the  occurrence  of  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  present  day  was  fore- 
seen on  either  side  at  that  time,  or  that  when,  at  a  late  period,  tne  arranprement  as  to 
"  gold  checks"  was  made,  a  probability  of  its  interfering  with  the  protection  accorded 
by  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  the  products  and  manufactures  of  that  coun- 
try was  thought  of. 

So  far  as  the  Government  and  Messrs.  Bishop  &  Co.  are  concerned,  the  forbearance 
to  eolleet  gold  when  the  law  called  for  it  has  been  mutual.  If,  however,  the  existing 
arrnDgeroent  enables  importers  of  dutiable  goods  virtually  to  pay  9  per  cent,  duties 
instead  of  10  per  cent.,  even  though  this  be  temporary,  there  is  a  manifest  departure 
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from  the  intention  of  the  treaty — a  departure  which  the  Goveniment  has  no  desire  to 
countenance.    I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  communicat<e  to  your  exoellenoy  the  de- 
cision of  the  Legislature  (at  whose  express  wish  the  order  recently  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  suspended  from  operation)  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
I  have,  &c., 

WALTER  M.  GIBSON. 


[IndoanreSinNo.  157.] 

Mr,  Daggett  to  Mr.  Gibson. 

No.  251.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  June  6,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  yes- 
terday, conveying  your  acceptance  of  the  position  that  the  payment  of  Hawaiian  cus- 
toms duties  in  foreign  silver  of  low  commercial  value,  as  may  be  done  through  existing 
methods,  *'  is  a  manifest  departure  from  the  intention  of  the  treaty — a  departure  which 
the  Government  has  no  desire  to  countenance,"  and  the  further  information  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  has  now  under  consideration  a  measure  providing  for  the  col- 
lection of  customs  duties  in  gold  coin,  upon  which  you  hope  to  apprise  me  of  fayorable 
action  **in  the  course  of  a  few  days." 

Allow  me  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  that  the  collection  of  customs  duties  in  for- 
eign silver,  as  it  now  rates  with  gold,  is  not  merely  a  lessening  of  duty  charges  from 
10  per  cent,  to  9,  but  substantially  a  reduction  from  10  per  cent,  to  the  per  cent,  of 
difference  between  such  silver  and  gold  in  exchange  for  each  other,  and  that  the 
* '  silver  standard  "  of  the  law  of  1872,  which  was  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  1875,  was  specifically  United  States  silver,  to  the  collection  of  duties 
in  which  to-day  no  valid  objection  could  be  urged. 

Thanking  your  excellency  for  the  very  just  and  liberal  spirit  in  which,  after  full 
explanation,  you  have  met  my  suggestions  in  the  matter, 
I  have,  &.C., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


No.  210. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Daggett. 

No.  55.]  Department  of  State, 

WashiT^gtan,  June  20, 1884. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  151,  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  has  been  received.  You  therein 
allude  to  the  possible  disastrous  financial  effects  in  the  Hawaiian  Isl- 
ands in  consequence  of  the  low  price  of  sugar. 

Your  dispatxih  presents  a  lucid  statement  of  the  situation,  for  which  I 
desire  to  extend  to  you  the  Department's  commendation. 

A  copy  of  your  No.  151  will  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  his  information ;  also  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Eelations  of  the  Senate. 


I  am,  &c., 


FEED'K  T.  FBELINGHUY8EN. 


No.  211. 

Mr.  Daggett  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  178.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Honolulu,  July  24, 1884.    (Received  August  15.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  bill  toestablish  a  United 
States  gold  standard  in  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  has  become  a  law.     It 
provides  that  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next  United  States  and 
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Hawaiian  firold  and  silver  ooins  only  shall  be  legal  tender  at  their  nom- 
inal valne :  that  all  other  coins  will  be  received  at  their  bnllion  value ; 
that  the  silver  certificates  of  the  Government  above  the  denomination 
of  $10  shall  be  redeemed  in  gold;  and  that  other  than  United  States  and 
Hawaiian  silver  coins  shall  be  taken  at  the  treasury  at  their  nominal 
value  and  exchanged  for  United  States  gold  coin.  It  gives  to  United 
States  and  Hawaiian  silver  coins  a  legal-tender  capacity  to  the  extent  of 
$10,  and  provides  for  the  issuance  of  gold  certificates  of  deposit  by  the 
treasury. 

Formal  notification  of  the  passage  and  approval  of  the  new  currency 
measure  was  communicated  to  me  on  the  8th  instant  by  his  excellency 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  A  friendly  interview  with  the  ministry 
resulted  in  the  acceptance  ot  the  view  that  the  passage  and  approval  of 
the  currency  act  restored  to  force,  without  further  action,  the  cabinet 
council  resolution  of  May  15  last,  providing  for  the  paynient  of  customs 
duties  in  gold,  and  the  minister  of  finance  was  authorized  to  instruct 
the  collector-general  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  proximo 
gold  coin  of  the  United  States  would  alone  be  received  for  customs  du- 
ties. This  instruction  has  been  given,  and  also  a  notification  to  the 
public,  and  on  and  after  the  1st  proximo  customs  duties  will  be  col- 
lected only  in  United  States  gold  coin  or  its  equivalent. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ROLLIN  M.  DAGGETT. 


HAYTI. 

No.  212. 

Mr.  Langstan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  593.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Haytij  Nov.  20,  1883.  (Received  Dec.  13.) 
Sib:  In  transmitting  to  the  Department,  as  herewith  inclosed,  the 
translation  of  a  dispatch  of  President  Salomon,  addressed  through  me 
to  the  diplomatic  corps,  dated  as  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  invite  your  attention  specially  to  the  fact  that  after  detailing  the 
circamstances  of  the  purchase  of  the  ship  Eider  at  St.  Thomas,  her 
change  of  the  British  for  the  Haytien  flag  on  her  arrival  at  Jacmel,  her 
employment  in  the  insurgent  service,  her  probable  disturbance  of  the 
coasting  trade  of  Hayti,  especially  as  respects  the  interests  of  foreign- 
ers engaged  in  commerce  in  this  country,  and  referring  to  the  fact  that 
his  Government,  by  a  decree  of  the  20th  of  September  last,  had  de- 
clared this  vessel,  known  now  in  the  change  of  her  name  as  La  Patrie, 
a  pirate,  the  President  asks  the  members  of  the  corps  to  recognize 
this  ship  as  in  fact  a  real  pirate,  and  have  her  pursued  accordingly. 
It  will  be  noticed,  also,  that  the  President  refers  in  the  closing  portion 
of  his  dispatch  to  the  circumstance  that  on  the  23d  of  September  last 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps  had  seen  fit  to  land  troops  in  Port 
an  Prince,  and  even  menaced  the  bombardment  of  his  palace  and  forts, 
concluding  that,  if  such  action  could  be  justly  taken,  the  request  which 
he  made  as  to  the  ship  in  question  could  not  be  unreasonable. 
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The  fact  as  stated  by  the  President  in  such  regard  is  true.  But 
upon  due  and  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  the  corps,  ask- 
ing the  counsel  of  the  several  commanding  oflftcers  of  the  war  vessels 
at  the  time  in  this  harbor  in  that  behalf,  including  our  own  captain  of 
the  Swatara,  P.  H.  Cooper,  could  not  agree  with  the  President  in  his 
judgment  in  this  matter;  and  accordingly  addressed,  through  its  dean, 
a  reply  to  his  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which,  dated  as  of  the  13th  instant^ 
is,  as  herewith  inclosed,  transmitted  to  you.  From  the  date  of  the  reply 
it  will  be  perceived  that  it  was  somewhat  delayed.  This  was  so  because 
the  President  was  asked  and  promised  to  furnish  facts  as  regards  in- 
juries done  in  fact  by  the  La  Patrie  to  the  merchandise  of  foreigners 
found  on  Haytien  coasters.  Such  facts,  however,  he  did  not  furnish; 
and,  after  the  reasonable  delay,  the  reply  was  made.  The  corps  de- 
clines, without  presenting  formal  or  extended  argument  in  defense  of 
its  position,  to  take  the  action  suggested  b^  the  President. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


(Inclosnre  1  in  Ko.  593.— Tnuislation.] 
President  Solamon  io  Mr.  Lavgsion. 

Port  au  Pklnck,  Notfem^er  4,  188S. 

Mr.  Minister  :  The  enemies  of  my  GoTernment  at  St.  Thomas  bought  thc^re  an 
old  steamer  of  the  Royal  Mail  and  sent  it  to  the  insnrgents  at  Jacmel,  where  it 
arrived,  at  the  end  of  August,  under  the  British  flag.  On  this  occasion  my  consul  at 
Saint  Thomas  exchanged  correspondence  with  the  Danish  authorities  and  the  consul 
of  England  in  that  place.  But  it  was  in  vain  that  he  told  them  that  this  steamer, 
then  kuown  by  the  name  of  the  Eider,  was  bought  on  account  of  the  insurgents, 
and  would  go  to  Jacmel  to  carry  trouble  and  injury  to  Hayti,  the  Govemmeot  of 
which  is  in  good  diplomatic  relations  with  these  two  powers. 

At  Jacmel,  the  Eider,  taking  the  name  of  La  Patrie,  replaced  the  English  flag 
by  the  Haytien  flag ;  and  since  this  ship  traverses  the  coasts  of  the  South,  the  West, 
and  the  Artibonite  of  the  Republic,  capturing  the  crafts  which  it  meets  and  appro- 
priating to  itself  the  imports  and  commodities  which  it  flnds  upon  them. 

A  decree  of  my  Government  of  the  20th  of  September  last  declares  this  vessel  a 
pirate  and  authorizes  that  she  be  pursued. 

Haytien  legislation  does  not  accord  to  foreigners  the  right  of  conducting  commerce 
by  the  coasting  trade  (which  is  exclusively  reserved  to  its  citizens).  Foreign  mer- 
chants, then,  are  obliged  to  confide  to  the  coasting-trade  the  cash  which  they  forward  to 
the  different  points  for  the  purchase  of  commodities,  which  are  sent  them  by  tho  same 
means  of  the  coasting  trade.  Theu  it  results,  at  this  moment,  that  the  coasters  which 
encounter  the  pirate  steamer,  being  captured,  the  property  of  foreign  merchants 
which  is  found  thereupon  becomes  the  booty  of  the  insurgents.  From  which  it  fol- 
lows that  to  avoid  loss  of  their  capital  and  merchandise,  these  merohant«  will  be 
absolutely  forced  to  suspend  every  commercial  opeiation,  which  will  render  immobile 
their  capital  and  will  cause  them,  by  consequence,  considerable  losses.  Oae  could 
comprehtind  such  a  situation  if  those  actually  in  arms  against  my  Government  were 
recognized  as  belligerents ;  but  not  being,  the  acts  which  they  commit  are  piracy. 

If,  the  23d  of  September,  the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps,  in  presence  of  civil 
disorder  which  for  the  moment  I  was  anable  to  suppress  in  this  capital,  had  landed 
armed  men  and  menaced  the  bo  nbardment  of  my  palace  and  the  forts  to  arrest 
this  disorder  which  brought  injury  to  the  interests  of  their  citizens,  lam  authorized 
to  hope  that  for  the  same  reasons  the  diplomatic  corps  will  judge  it  necessary  to 
interfere  to  stop  the  depredations  which  the  steamer  of  the  insurgents  commits. 

In  presenting  to  you  these  considerations,  I  am  persuaded,   Mr.  Minister,  that  in 
the  interest  of  foreign  commerce  threatened  the  diplomatic  corps,  whose  president 
you  are,  will  decide  that  it  is  proper  to  capture  the  Eider. 
I  am,  &.C., 

SALOMON. 
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[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  503.] 

Mr,  Langston  to  Preaident  Salofnon. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Part  au  Prince,  Hayii,  November  13,  1883. 

Ejcoellenct  :  The  corps  diplomatique  has,  after  duly  considering  your  dispatch 
of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  the  undersigned  and  hy  him  hronght  to  the  attention 
of  the  corps,  assisted  by  the  several  commanders  of  the  war  vessels  present  in  the 
harbor,  concluded  that  so  far  as  it  is  concerned  no  acts  connected  with  the  move- 
ments of  the  ship  Eider,  as  the  corps  is  at  this  time  advised,  would  juhtify,  as 
against  such  vessels  the  action  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  saggest  in  your  dis- 
patch as  proper  to  be  taken  by  such  body. 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  thn  corps  diplomatique,  begs  to  present  its  sentiments 
of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  to  his  excellency,  and  begs  to  assure  him 
that  the  corps  entertains  the  liveliest  interest  in  all  things  appertaining  to  his  Gov- 
ernment and  its  continued  good  understanding  with  the  great  foreign  powers  of  the 
world. 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


Kg.  213. 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  394.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Fort  au  Prince^  Hayti  Nov.  20, 1883.    (Received  Dec.  13.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  on  the  13th  instant  the 
Hon.  G.  Fouchard,  provisional  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations 
of  this  Government,  addressed  me  a  dispatch,  received  on  the  14th 
instant,  similar  to  that  addressed  to  each  member  of  the  diplo- 
matic and  consular  corps  of  this  capital,  in  which  he  announces  the 
purpose  of  his  Government,  according  to  the  address  of  the  President, 
a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  inclosed  in  his  dispatch,  to  bombard 
respectively  Jacniel  on  the  18th  and  J^r^mie  on  the  21st  instant,  pro- 
vided the  rebels  in  such  cities  have  not  sooner  surrendered  to  the  con- 
stitutional government. 

In  the  name  of  humanity  the  honorable  secretary  asks  any  action 
that  may  be  deemed  wise  and  necessary  on  behalf  of  innocent  and  neu- 
tral |>er8ons  residing  in  the  cities  named,  and  who  might  be  exposed  to 
the  misfortunes  of  their  bombardment.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
as  herewith  inclosed,  copies  of  the  dispatch  and  address  mentioned,  with 
translations  of  each,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  addressed  by  me 
to  the  honorable  secretary  on  this  subject,  in  which  I  simply  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  his  dispatch,  with  its  inclosure,  reserving  any 
rights  which  may  pertain  in  anywise  to  American  citizens  being  in  the 
cities  named  at  the  time  of  their  bombardment. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MEECER  liANGSTOK. 


.  flnolosnre  1  in  No.  594.— TranalatioD.] 

Mr.  Fouchard  to  Mr,  Langston. 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Relations^ 

Port  au  Prince^  November  13,  1888. 
Mb.  Minister  :  In  the  interest  of  humanity  J  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yo« 
iDder  this  cover  the  address  of  this  day  of  his  exceUency  the  President  of  Hayti  *m 
tbe  rebels  of  the  cities  of  Jacmel  and  of  J6r6mie.    Yon  will  perhaps  j  udge  it  neoessuy 
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to  do  that  which  shall  be  in  yonr  power  to  save  the  innocent  and  neutrals  who  are 
in  J^r^mie  and  Jacmel  exposed  to  the  misfortunes  which  nitsuace  these  cities,  if,  in 
the  delay  fixed,  they  do  not  submit  themselves  to  the  constitutional  government. 
Be  pleased,  &c., 

C.  FOUCHABD. 


[Inclotnre  2  in  No.  5M.— TnnsUtioii.] 

Liberty.    Equality.    Fraternity. 

StpubUe  of  Eayti, 

ADDRESS. 

SalomoHy  President  of  Hayti,  to  the  people  and  armp  : 

Haytikns  :  When,  after  twenty  years  ot  exile,  I  returned  to  the  country,  two  par- 
ties existed,  the  national  party,  which  is  the  country  of  which  I  am  the  undoubted 
chief,  and  the  party  called  liberal,  having  at  its  head  Boyer  Bazelais.  This  last  party, 
exclusively  aristocratic,  has  become  a  faction.  This  faction  has  ceased  to  exist. 
Boyer  Bazelais,  wounded  in  the  head  on  the  22d  of  September,  poisoned  himself,  and 
died  at  Miragoane  the  27th  of  October  last.  To- day,  thanks  to  Divine  Providence, 
my  Government  is  armed  with  forces  which  enables  it  to  confound  and  annihilate  the 
insurrection  ;  it  finds  this  force  in  the  love  of  its  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  confidence 
and  sympathy  of  which  it  is  the  object  as  well  on  the  part  of  foreigners  as  the  repre- 
sentatives and  affents  of  the  foreign  powers  residing  in  Hayti. 

The  hour  for  the  final  struggle  has  come,  but,  anxious  to  spare  the  blood  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  I  make  here  a  supreme  and  final  appeal  to  the  rebels  of  J^r^mte  and 
Jacmel. 

Therefore,  there  is  accorded  to  Jacmel  to  the  IBth  instant,  and  to  J^r^mie  to  the 
21st  instant  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  recognize  the  authority  of  the  const  itational 
government.    These  delays  passed,  these  two  cities  will  be  subdued  by  force. 

The^  shall  have  no  right  to  mercy,  but  shall  be  sought  and  prosecuted  who  have 
assassinated  Generals  Joachim  V^reqnain,  Aristide  D^ir^,  &.C.,  who  form  the 
revolutionary  committee  of  Jacmel,  namely,  K.  Hippolite,  Lef^vre,  T.  Talmy,  J.  R. 
Baijon,  Chicoye  Jenne,  J.  C.  Maximilien,  L.  T.  Lafontaut,  Labidon,  Jasmin,  D. 
Lauture,  J.  R.  M^gie,  D.  Berroiiet,  Lep.  Lafontaut,  &c. 

Fellow-citizens  of  Jacmel  and  J^r^mie,  to  persist  in  resisting  the  Government  is  to 
condemn  yon,  J^r^mie  and  Jacmel,  to  the  inseparable  misfortunes  of  a  city  taken  by 
assault. 

Long  live  peace ! 

Long  live  the  Haytien  family ! 

Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  Port  au  Prince,  the  13th  of  November,  1883,  the 
eightieth  year  of  the  independence. 

SALOMON. 


[IncloBore  3  In  No.  504.  J 

Mr,  Langaton  to  Mr,  Fouckard, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  Noteml>er  16,  1883. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  in- 
stant with  its  iuclosure. 

You  will  permit  me,  Mr.  Minister,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  such  dispatch, 
to  state  that  the  rights  of  any  American  citizens  who  may  be  found  in  either  Jacmel 
or  J^r^mie,  when  your  Government  shall  attempt  the  bombardment  of  such  cities  ac- 
cording to  the  address  of  the  President  transmitted,  as  inclosed  in  your  dispatch,  as 
well  as  according  to  the  terms  of  the  dispatch  itself,  are  distinctly  and  specially  re- 
served. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MEBCER  LANGSTON. 
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No.  214, 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Langston. 

'So.  247.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  December  15, 1883. 

Sm :  I  have  received  your  namber  593,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  action  of  President  Salomon  in  declaring  the  vessel  La  Patrie  a 
pirate  and  asking  that  she  be  so  regarded  by  foreign  governments. 
The  conclusion  reached  by  you,  in  company  with  your  colleagues,  that 
the  consuls  could  not  properly  take  the  steps  suggested,  is  approved. 

The  expedient  of  declaring  a  revolted  national  vessel  to  be  a  "  pirate '^ 
has  often  been  resorted  to  among  the  Spanish -American  countries  in 
times  of  civil  tumult,  and  on  late  occasions  in  Europe.  At  the  time  of 
theMurcian  rising,  in  1873,  the  insurgents  at  Cartagena  seized  the  Span- 
ish iron-clads  in  harbor  and  cruised  with  them  along  the  coast,  commit- 
ting hostilities.  The  Spanish  Government  proclaimed  the  vessels 
pirates  and  invited  their  capture  by  any  nation.  A  German  naval  com- 
mander then  in  the  Mediterranean  did  in  fact  capture  one  of  the 
revolted  ships  and  claimed  it  as  a  German  prize,  but  his  act  was  dis- 
avowed. The  rule  is,  simply,  that  a  "pirate"  is  the  natural  enemy  of 
all  men,  to  be  repressed  by  any,  and  wherever  found,  while  a  revolted 
vessel  is  the  enemy  only  of  the  power  against  which  it  acts.  While  it 
may  be  outlawed  so  far  as  the  outlawing  state  is  concerned,  no  foreign 
state  is  bound  to  respect  or  execute  such  outlawry  to  the  extent  of 
treating  the  vessel  as  a  public  enemy  of  mankind.  Treason  is  not 
piracy,  and  the  attitude  of  foreign  governments  toward  the  offender  may 
be  negative  merely  so  far  as  demanded  by  a  proper  observance  of  the 
principle  of  neutrality. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  215. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Langsion. 

No.  248.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  15, 1883. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  594,  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  notification  made  by  President  Salomon  that 
J^r^mie  and  Jacmel  would  be  bombarded  on  fixed  dates  if  not  sooner 
surrendered. 

It  is  obserx'ed  that  in  response  to  the  announcement  thereof  made  to 
you  by  the  provisional  secretary  or  state,  you  confined  yourself  to 
Bimple  acknowledgment  and  reservation  of  the  rights  of  any  American 
citizens  in  those  towns.  As  a  technical  precaution  this  was  very  good 
as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  you  took  any  active  meas- 
ures in  their  behalf ;  indeed,  it  is  not  known  that  any  American  citizens 
were  endangered.  But  if  they  were,  their  first  right  was  the  privilege 
as  non-combatants  of  leaving  the  place,  for  which  purpose  an  apparently 
sufficient  delay  was  granted.  If  no  national  vessel  was  within  vour 
reach  to  dispatch  to  J6r6mie  and  Jacmel  for  the  purpose  of  taking  off 
any  Americans  known  or  believed  to  be  there,  it  might  at  least  have 
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been  proper  to  make  an  arrangement  throngh  one  of  your  colleagaes  for 
the  reception  of  American  fugitives  and  their  personal  property  oo  a 
vessel  of  another  nationality. 

This  right  of  alien  non-combatants  to  quit  a  place  which  is  to  be 
bombarded  is  one  to  be  sedulously  guarded  in  every  proper  way  hf 
their  national  representatives. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSBN. 


^^o.  216. 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

y^c.  602.1      •  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Princ€j  Haytiy  Dec.  17, 1883.    (Received  Jan.  3, 1884.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  as  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  a 
despatch,  with  translation,  addressed  by  the  President  of  this  Bepablic 
to  me,  dated  November  22,  1883. 

This  dispatch  is  one  in  which  the  consuls  of  France,  England,  Ger- 
many, Spain,  and  Italy  are  invited  with  myself  to  call  at  the  national 
palace  to  confer  with  President  Salomon  upon  the  matter  of  the  in- 
demnity to  be  accorded  to  foreigners  who  suffered  in  their  interests  in 
consequence  of  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September 
last  in  this  cit^'.  The  conference  was  held  as  requested  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  all  the  consuls  named  being  in  attendance  except  the  consul  of 
Germany,  who  was  absent  at  the  time  from  Port  au  Prince.  After  the 
President  had  explained  his  desires  and  purposes  in  the  matter  the 
gentlemen  representatives  present  left  the  palace,  after  assuring  him 
that  the  subject  should  have  their  serious  consideration  and  that  be 
should  hear  from  them  with  respect  thereto  upon  the  return  of  the  con- 
sul of  Germany. 

Accordingly,  on  the  1st  instant,  the  gentlemen  mentioned  held  a 
conference  at  this  legation,  and  after  due  consideration  of  the  subject 
the  undersigned  was  requested  to  write  the  President,  asking  his  con- 
sideration and  response  as  to  the  several  points  suggested  in  my  note 
of  the  1st  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  In  this 
note  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  President  is  asked  whether  he  pro- 
poses, in  speaking  of  the  losses  occun-ing  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  Septem- 
ber last,  to  confine  himself  in  considering  the  question  of  indemnity  to 
such  losses  only,  or  whether  he  would  adopt  a  policy  comprehensive 
enough  to  cover  and  include  losses  occurring  in  other  places  in  con- 
nection with  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  put  down  the  rebellion  of 
1879,  as  at  Port  au  Prince  and  Gonaives,  and  the  losses  occurring  in  other 
places  than  Port-au-Prince  in  connection  with  the  efforts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment made  to  put  down  the  present  insurrectionary  movements  of 
the  country;  what  mode  of  investigation  and  settlement  he  would  pro- 
pose; if  a  mixed  commission,  how  he  would  propose  to  constitute  it; 
and  in  what  way  he  would  propose  to  pay  such  reclamations  as  may  be 
adjudged  well-founded. 

A  copy  of  the  Presi^ient's  dispatch,  with  a  translation,  is  herewith 
transmitted.  After  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  note  and  stating 
that  the  losses  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  last  in  this  city  should 
be  the  subject  of  special  examination,  the  President  proceeds  to  announce 
his  plan  of  a  mixed  commission,  one-half  to  be  named  by  his  Govern- 
ment, the  other  half  by  the  representatives  of  the  countries  whose  cit- 
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izens  present  claims ;  such  commissioners  to  be  instracted  by  the  hon- 
orable secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations,  his  instructions  to  be 
approved  by  the  representatives  as  aforesaid ;  while  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment is  left  undetermined  by  him  otherwise  than  that  he  would  have 
8ueh  matter  as  well  as  the  payment  of  claims  allowed  left  to  the  deter- 
mination and  vote  of  the  corps  legislatif.  He  closes  his  dispatch  bj 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  plan  he  suggests  may  prove  to  be  accept- 
able. 

A  copy  of  my  reply  to  this  last  dispatch  of  the  President  is  herewith 
transmitted.  In  my  note  I  simply  acknowledge  the  receipt 'of  his  dis- 
patch, and  advise  him  that  after  the  consideration  of  the  subject  the 
several  consuls  mentioned  by  him,  all  supposed  to  have  citizens  here 
who  sustained  losses  in  connection  with  the  occurrences  of  the  22d  and 
23d  of  September  last,  in  this  city,  would  hereafter,  each  for  himself, 
according  to  his  pleasure  or  his  instructions,  make  reply  with  regard 
thereto  to  his  Government. 

Six  of  our  citizens,  Messrs.  0.  W.  Mossell,  B.  V.  Garrido,  and  Bichard 
Allen,  and  Mrs.  Adolphus  E.  Williams,  Mrs.  Hercules  Foumier,  and 
Maria  Hamilton,  have  filed  claims  of  the  character  under  discussion, 
aggregating  in  property  lost  and  damages  in  personal  injuries  and  in- 
sults received  something  like  $100,000.  The  amount  claimed  by  the 
persons  named  for  their  property  lost  is  only  about,  at  most,  $20,000. 

The  matter  of  damages  sustained  in  personal  injuries  and  insults  re- 
ceived, as  demanded,  would  amount  to  about  $80,000 ;  and  this  last 
amount  is  principally  made  up  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Mossell,  who,  with 
his  wife  and  family  was  maltreated  in  the  most  barbarous  manner. 

It  may  be  that  the  plan  of  a  mixed  commission  as  proposed  by  Pres- 
ident Salomon  would,  as  far  as  the  loss  of  property  is  concerned, 
answer  very  well ;  but  as  regards  the  abuse,  the  maltreatment  of  our 
citizens,  it  might  not  prove  to  be  advantageous  and  satisfactory.  But 
with  regard  to  its  approval  or  otherwise,  I  await  your  instructions. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


•  rinclosare  1  in  No.  602.— Tiantlation.] 

President  Salomon  to  Mr,  Langston, 

Port  au  Prince,  November  22,  1888. 
Mr.  Minister:  Wishing  to  have  an  interview  with  yon,  as  well  as  the  consnl  of 
France,  of  England,  of  Germany,  of  Spain,  and  of  Italy,  touching  the  (question  of  in- 
demnity to  be  accorded  by  my  Qovernment  to  foreigners  who  suffered  in  their  intor- 
estd  in  conseqnence  of  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  last,  I 
will  receive  you  at  the  palace,  as  well  as  such  consuls,  whom  I  pray  you  to  convoke, 
Saturday,  the  24th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  moruiog. 

Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

SALOMON. 


flnolodore  2  In  No.  <N)2.] 

Mr,  Langeion  to  President  Salomon, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  December  1,  1883. 

Exokluency:  Your  note  of  the  2.3d  instant  was,  as  yon  are  aware,  duly  received, 
and  as  yoa  requested  therein,  the  consul  of  France,  of  Englantl,  of  Spain,  of  Italy, 
and  the  undersigned  met  yon  on  the  24th  instant  at  the  national  palace  in  confer«Do« 
with  regard  to  the  subject  matter  thereof. 
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The  gentlemen  named,  inoladiDg  the  consul  of  Germany,  who  was  not  with  us  at 
the  national  palace  on  the  24th  instant,  held  a  conference  yesterday  at  this  legation, 
and  after  full  consideration  of  your  note  found  it  desirable  to  ask  of  yon  certain  in- 
formation. 

Yon  speak  of  losses  connected  with  the  occurrences  of  the  2*M  and  23d  of  Septem- 
ber last  simply.  Do  you  mean  in  considering  the  matter  of  indemnity  as  proposed  to 
confine  action  to  such  losses  only,  or  would  you  propose  action  in  that  behau  so  com« 
prehensive  as  to  include  and  cover  the  investigation  and  settlement  of  all  claims 
which  may  be  found  to  have  grown  out  of  the  movements  of  the  Government  in  its 
efforts  to  snppress  the  present  rebellion  in  Port  an  Prince  or  elsewhere  in  the  country, 
and  also  so  comprehensive  as  to  cover  and  include  losses  connected  with  the  move- 
ments of  the -Government  in  its  efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion  of  1879  at  Port  an 
Prince  and  Gonaives  t  Besides,  it  has  been  deemed  wise  to  ask  what  mode  of  investi- 
gation and  settlement  you  would  propose— whether  a  mixed  commission  ;  and,  if  so, 
how  you  would  constitute  it,  and  in  what  way  your  excellency  would  propose  to  pay 
such  reclamations  as  may  be  adjudged  well-founded  f 
The  undersigned,  awaiting,  &o., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


[Inolosare  3  in  No.  602.— Translation.  1 
President  Salomon  to  Mr,  Langston, 

Port  au  Prince  December  9,  1883. 

Mr.  Minister  :  In  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant,  yon  express  to  me  the  desire  to 
have  certain  information  with  regard  to  my  note  of  the  23d  of  October;  information 
which  you  require  in  consequence  of  a  conference  held  at  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  where  there  were  present  the  gentlemen,  consuls  of  France,  of 
England,  of  Spain,  of  Italy,  and  of  the  Empire  of  Germany. 

According  to  the  judgment  of  my  Govemmnetthe  events  which  took  place  at  Port 
au  Prince  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  last,  provoked  evidently  by  the  rioters  of 
those  days,  should  be  the  subject  of  a  special  examination,  and  my  desire  would  be  to 
put  aside  from  such  examination,  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  Hayti  at 
other  periods,  as  well  as  those  which  may  have  been  produced  in  other  localities  in 
consequence  of  these  same  events. 

The  principle  of  indemnity  once  recognized  in  favor  of  foreigners  who  had  sustained 
fdal  damages  on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September  last,  the  estimate  of  their  losses 
tfbould  be  confided  to  mixed  commissions,  the  members  whereof  should  be  named,  half 
by  my  €k>vernment,  half  by  the  representatives  of  the  countries  of  the  claimants,  who 
should  have  to  present  in  support  of  their  demands  all  the  necessary  justificatiye 
documents. 

My  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations  should  give  to  such  mixed  commissions 
instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  procedure,  and,  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
two  parties  in  interest,  such  instructions  should  have  force  only  after  the  official 
sanction  of  the  representatives  of  tbe  powers  interested. 

As  to  that  which  concerns  the  mode  to  be  adopted  for  the  payment  of  the  indemni- 
ties which  may  be  accorded,  I  think  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  be 
decided,  at  present,  in  that  regard.  This  mode  of  payment  could  only  be  settled  after 
the  nature  of  the  obligations  allowed  and  their  importance  shall  have  become  known. 

With  common  accord  let  us  name  the  mixed  commissions  and  sive  them  full  and 

Erecise  instructions.    Let  these  commissions,  in  their  turn,  call  those  who  claim  to 
ave  been  injured,  that  they  make,  evidence  in  band,  a  scrupulous  and  rigid  exami- 
nation of  their  claims  and  that  they  present  to  us  their  reports. 

It  is  then,  Mr.  Minister,  that  their  decisions,  which  shall  be,  I  have  no  doubt,  im- 
pressed with  the  seal  of  justice  and  impartiality,  would  be  conformably  to  our  consti- 
tutional law  communicated  to  the  legislative  cnambers,  called  to  inscribe  them  upon 
our  budget  of  expeuses  and  to  vote  the  ways  and  means  applicable  to  such  service. 

The  mode  of  payment  of  such  obligations  would  then  be  fixed  by  this  vote,  to  which 
force  would  be  given,  from  the  re- establishment  of  public  peace. 

Such  is,  Mr.  Minister,  my  manner  of  meeting  the  question  which  occupies  us,  and 
I  hope  that  it  will  have  your  approbation,  as  well  as  that  of  your  colleagues. 
Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  very  high'  consideration. 

SALOMON. 
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[iDclocare  4  to  No.  602.] 

Mr,  Langston  to  President  Salonum. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Haytiy  December  14,  1883. 
Mr.  President  :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  ot  the  9th  instant,  to  state  that  the  subject-matter  thereof  was  yester- 
day duly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  representatives  mentioned 
therein  ;*  and  the  undersigned,  as  directed  by  them,  has  the  pleasnre*to  assure  your 
excellency  that  so  soon  as  the  several  representatives  referred  to  have  communicated 
with  theiV  respective  Governments  with  regard  to  your  proposal  to  adjudicate  and 
settle  the  claims  for  lossesof  their  citizens,  as  the  same  are  connected  with  the  occur- 
rences on  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  last  in  this  city,  they  will,  each  for  himself, 
make  reply  to  your  Government  according  to  their  pleasure  or  instructions. 

The  undersigned,  Mr.  President,  begs  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  his  sincere 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


No.  217. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  io  Mr,  Langston, 

No.  265.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  7,  1884. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  602,  of  the  17th  of  December  last,  has  been 
received.  It  transmits  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  President 
Salomon  on  the  22d  of  November  last,  inviting  you  to  an  interview 
touching  the  question  of  indemnity  proposed  by  Hayti  to  be  accorded 
to  foreigners  who  suffered  through  the  unfortunate  events  of  the  22d 
and  23d  of  September,  1883,  and  at  the  same  time  inviting  the  consuls 
of  France,  England,  Germany,  Spain,  and  Italy  to  be  present  and  take 
part  in  the  interview.  In  a  subsequent  note  of  the  9th  of  December,  a 
copy  of  which  also  accompanies  your  dispatch,  you  communicate  the 
view  of  President  Salomon  that,  according  to  the  judgment  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, the  events  which  took  place  at  Port  au  Prince  on  the  22d  and 
23d  of  September  last,  provoked  evidently  by  the  riots  of  those  days, 
should  be  the  subject  of  a  special  examination,  and  that  his  own  desire 
is  to  put  aside  from  such  examination  occurrences  which  have  taken 
place  in  Hayti  at  other  periods,  as  well  as  those  which  may  have  been 
produced  in  other  localities  in  consequence  of  these  same  events.  The 
President  further  says  in  that  same  dispatch  addressed  to  you : 

The  principle  of  indemnity  onoe  recognized  in  favor  of  foreigners  who  had  sustained 
real  damages  on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September  last,  the  estimafe  of  their  losses 
should  be  confided  to  mixed  commissions,  the  members  whereof  should  be  named, 
half  by  my  [Haytien]  Government  and  half  by  the  representatives  of  the  countries 
of  the  claimants,  who  should  have  to  present  in  support  of  their  demands  all  the 
necessary  Justificative  documents. 

The  limitation  suggested  by  the  President  of  Hayti,  restricting  the 
subject  of  indemnity  to  losses  sustained  by  foreigners  in  Port  au  Prince 
during  the  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  and  excluding  the 
consideration  of  losses  in  other  localities  of  the  Republic,  resulting  from 
the  same  events,  appears  to  me  somewhat  narrow^  but  as  the  claim  of 
American  citizens  of  the  class  now  under  discussion  are,  so  far  as  now 
known,  confined  to  losses  at  Port  au  Prince,  this  Government  is  not  dis- 
posed to  press  that  view  or  to  interpose 'it  as  an  obstacle  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  proposed  commission. 

The  President  also  conceives  that  the  submission  of  the  claims  of  all 
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foreigners  whose  OoTemments  Bhall  join  in  the  arrangement  to  one 
mixed  commission,  in  which  all  of  these  Governments  shall  be  repre- 
sented is,  on  the  whole,  preferable  to  separate  joint  commissions  with 
each  countr3%  and  will  tend  to  facilitate  a  more  speedy  and  just  settle- 
ment than  could  reasonably  be  hoped  for  from  a  separate  commission 
for  each,  and  conscious  of  the  high  sense  of  justice  by  which  the  Hay- 
tien  Qovemment  is  animated  in  this  as  in  all  other  matters,  no  objec- 
tion is  ma^  to  that  Government  having  the  power  to  name  one-half  of 
the  members  of  the  tribunal. 

The  examination  by  the  commission  should  also,  as  suggested  by 
President  Salomon,  be  confined  to  the  consideration  of  actual  and  real 
losses  growing  out  of  the  events  referred  to.  This  Government,  how- 
ever, reserves  to  itself  the  right,  after  full  examination  by  this  Depart- 
ment, to  present  diplomatically  any  claim  of  one  of  its  citizens  based 
on  the  withholding  or  abuse  of  any  personal  rights  of  such  citizen  of 
the  United  States  or  indignities  to  their  persons  by  the  officers  of  the 
Haytien  Government. 

There  is  still  one  other  question  to  which  your  attention  is  invited  in 
connection  with  any  proposed  agreement  for  such  a  commission.  Presi- 
dent Salomon  observes  that  the  mode  of  payment  could  only  be  settled 
after  the  nature  of  the  obligations  allowed  and  their  importance  shall 
have  become  known,  and  that  such  question  must,  in  conformity  to  the 
constitut^ional  law  of  Hayti,  be  submitted  to  the  legislative  chambers. 

This  Government  would  not  feel  disposed  to  assent  to  any  arrange- 
ment for  the  establishing  of  a  mixed  commission,  which,  after  subject- 
ing the  citizens  to  the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  formulating  their 
claims  and  collecting  and  adducing  evidence  and  proofs  in  support  of 
such  claims,  and  accepting  the  awards  of  the  commission,  would  still 
leave  entirely  unsettled  the  question  of  satisfaction  of  these  awards  by 
Hayti,  both  as  to  time  and  mode  of  payment.  A  stipulation  should 
therefore  be  embraced  in  the  agreement  binding  that  Government  to 
abide  by  the  results  of  the  commission's  labors,  and  to  satisfy  the  awards 
made  against  it  by  payment  to  this  Government,  within  a  fixed  period, 
the  amount  of  the  several  awards  made  on  account  of  the  claimants  who 
may  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  inclose  a  draft  copy  of  an  agreement  which  may  aid  you  in  consider- 
ing the  question  in  connection  with  the  consuls  of  the  several  other 
powers  who  may  enter  into  the  arrangement. 

Before  concluding  or  signing  any  agreement  that  may  be  determined 
upon  between  the  Haytien  Government  and  the  representatives  of  the 
several  Governments  concerned,  you  will  forward  an  authentic  copy  to 
this  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSBlir, 


llnclobare  in  No.  265.] 

Memorandara  of  an  agreement  between  the  Government  of  Hayti  of  the  one  part  and 
the  OoYemment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  QoTenunent  of  France,  the 
Qovemment  of  Great  Britain,  tbe  Government  of  Germany,  the  Government  of 
Spain,  and  the  Government  of  Italy  of  the  other  part,  for  the  adjustment  of  losses 
suffered  bv  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  said  several  Governments  at  Post  an  Prince 
on  the  22a  and  2Sd  ot  September,  1883,  resulting  from  insurrectionary  movements 
and  events  which  occurred  in  that  capital  on  the  two  days  named. 

I.  It  i»  agreed  that  aU  such  claims  which  shall  have  been  presented  by  the  claim- 
ants or  in  their  behalf  to  their  respective  Governments  parties  to  this  agreement,  or 
whioh  shaU  be  so  presented  before  tbe  day  fixed  by  this  agreement  for  the  meetrng 
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•f  the  mixed  cotnmiBsioD  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  submitted  to  a  mixed  commie- 
sioD,  to  be  composed  of  t'welve  commisKioners,  six  of  whom  bhall  be  selected  by  the 
I^eiiideDt  of  the  Haytien  Republic,  and  one  each  reBpectivelj*  by  the  minister  resi- 
dent and  consul-general  of  the  United  States,  the  consul  of  France,  the  consul  of 
Great  Britain,  the  consul  of  Germany,  the  consul  of  Spain,  and  the  consul  of  Italy  at 
Port  an  Prince. 

II.  The  commissioners  so  named  shall  meet  at  Poit  au  Prince  within  one  month 
ftom  the  time  of  their  appointment,  and  shall,  before  proceeding  to  business,  make 
and  subscribe  a  solemn  declaration  that  they  will  impartially  and  to  the  best  of  their 
Judgment  and  according  to  public  law  and  the  existing  treaties  between  the  several 
powers  who  are  parties  of  tne  second  part  to  this  agreement  and  the  Republic  of 
Hayti  and  these  present  stipulations,  decide  all  such  claiqis  as  bhall  in  conformity  with 
this  agreement  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  all  and  each  of  the  several  Govern- 
menta  who  are  parties  hereto  of  the  second  part,  and  such  declaration  shall  be  entered 
on  the  records  of  their  proceedings. 

III.  Each  Government  may  name  an  agent  to  appear  before  the  commission  to  rep- 
resent the  interests  of  the  parties  respectively. 

lY.  The  commission  shall  have  full  power  subject  to  these  stipulations,  and  it  shall 
be  its  duty  before  proceeding  with  the  hearing  and  decison  of  any  claim  to  make  and 
publish  convenient  rules  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of  the  presentation  of 
claims  and  the  proof  thereof,  it  being  understood  that  a  reasonable  time  shall  be  al- 
lowed for  the  presentation  of  proofs ;  that  all  claims  and  the  documentary  i>roofs  in 
support  of  them  shall  be  presented  only  by  the  Government  of  the  nation  of  which 
the  private  claimant  is  a. citizen  or  subject;  that  the  award  made  in  each  case  shall 
be  expressed  in  writing,  the  snm  to  be  paid  shall  be  expressed  in  the  gold  coin  of  the 
country  of  the  private  claimant,  Mid  the  amount  shall  be  paid  by  the  Government  of 
Hayii  to  the  Government  of  such  country  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
stipulated. 

v.  Ti  e  commission  shall  have  Jurisdiction  of  all  claims  presented  to  them  by  either 
of  the  Governments  who  are  parties  hereto  of  the  second  part,  in  behalf  of  citizens 
or  Bubjecta  of  either  of  said  countries  for  actual  losses  resulting  from  spoliations  or 
destruction  of  property  real  or  personal  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  the  insur- 
rectionary ti'oubles  and  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  1883,  at  Port  an 
Prince.  The  citizenship  of  claimants  whose  claims  are  presented  through  their  re- 
spective Governments  shall  not  be  questioned,  but  the  allegation  by  such  Govern- 
ment that  the  person  on  whose  account  a  claim  may  be  presented,  that  he  or  she  is  a 
citizen  or  subject  as  the  case  may  be,  of  such  country  shall  be  accepted  and  taken  by 
the  commission  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  nationality  of  such  private  claimant. 

VI.  The  expenses  of  the  commission  shall  be  defrayed  by  a  percentage  to  be  added 
in  each  case  to  the  amount  awarded.  The  commissioners  shall  receive  each  for  hit 
compensation  a  snm  not  exceeding ,  and  the  commission  may  employ  a  secre- 
tary who  shall  be  acquainted  with  the  English  and  French  languages,  at  a  com- 
pensation of  the  sum  of per  day  for  every  day  actually  and  necessarily  given  te 

the  bnsineHs  of  the  commission. 

YII.  Each  of  the  said  Governments  hereb^v  agree  to  accept  the  awards  made  in  the 
several  oases  submitted  to  the  said  commission  as  final  and  conclusive,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Hayti  agrees  to  pay  within  to  each  of  the  several  Governments 

who  are  parties  of  tlie  secona  part  to  this  agreement  the  full  amount  that  may  k% 
awarded  in  favor  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  said  Governments  respectivoljr. 


No.  218. 

Mr,  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghttysen. 

'So.  6S8,J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince  J  Haytij  April  14, 1884.    (Received  May  2.) 

8iB :  BeferriDg  to  your  dispatch  No,  265,  dated  as  of  the  7th  nltimo, 
baying  reference  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  oar  citizeus  who 
8ii8taine<l  losses  in  connection  with  the  events  taking. place  in  this  city 
on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September  last,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
a  copy,  with  translation  herewith  inclosed,  of  a  paper  addressed  by  the 
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honorable  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations  of  this  Government  to 
the  gentlemen  commissioners  appointed  on  its  behalf  to  examine  and 
determine  the  amonnt  to  be  allowed  to  foreigners  who  present  claims 
for  losses  as  indicated.  To  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  paper  the 
secretary  has  informed  me  that  the  representatives  of  the  English  and 
French  Governments  have  given  their  assent,  and  the  claims  of  their 
citizens  are  being  now  considered  by  mixed  commissions  composed  of 
such  number  of  Haytlens  and  English  and  French  as  may  be  agreed^ 
according  to  such  terms  and  conditions.  In  other  words,  each  repre- 
sentative organizes  with  the  Government  a  commission  to  investigate 
the  claims  of  his  citizens  and  determine  what  shall  be  paid  them. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  instructions  given  the  commission,  and  to 
which  is  supposed  approval  will  be  given  by  each  representative,  unless 
modifications  be  made  and  agreed  upon,  concern  under  this  paper,  the 
fixing  upon  competent  evidence,  the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  a  claim- 
ant, the  same  being  the  direct  result  of  the  pillage  or  fire  occurring  on 
the  days  named  ;  the  commission  acting  as  a  court  of  arbitration,  whose 
decisions  are  not  to  be  revised,  but  to  be  final ;  and  in  case  of  an  equal 
division  of  the  commission  upon  any  vote  an  umpire  shall  be  choi^en. 

Such  is  in  substance  the  paper  inclosed,  with  this  addition,  that  no 
limit  of  the  power  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  commission  is  fixed  so 
far  as  the  discovery  of  the  facts  in  a  given  case  is  concerned. 

This  paper  has  been  given  me  in  an  obliging  manner  (officieusement) 
for  my  consideration  and  decision  as  to  whether  I  will  consent  to  have 
the  losses  of  American  citizens  determined  and  settled  in  the  way  in- 
dicated.   To  such  end  I  await  the  instruction  of  the  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


[iBclosure  1  in  Ko.  638.— Translfttioii.] 

Department  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Belations, 

Port  au  Prince^  March  27,  1884. 
Gentlemen,  and  eeteemedfcUow-citizenB : 

The  most  important  interests  of  the  nation  are  plaoed  in  yonr  handa  by  the  high 
and  delicate  mission  which  has  now  been  confided  to  yon.  The  Government  has,  at 
this  juncture,  placed  its  reliance  npon  your  patriotism  and  enUghtenment,  and  it  trusts 
that  you  wiH  devoie  all  the  activity  in  yonr  power  to  its  service,  to  the  end  that  the 
conferences  which  you  are  about  to  open  may  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue. 

I  do  not  propose  to  draw  up,  in  these  few  lines,  a  complete  series  of  instrnotioDS 
for  yonr  guidance  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties ;  it  will  suffice  for  me  to  caU  your 
attention  to  some  points  of  the  question  to  be  settled,  and  to  state  how  this  question 
has  hitherto  been  regarded  by  the  Qovemment,  with  whose  views  and  wishes  yon  will 
thus  be  made  acquainted. 

Your  task  is,  as  yon  are  aware,  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  to  be  awarded 
to  foreigners  who  suffered  direct  losses  at  the  time  of  the  occurrences  which  took  place 
at  Port  an  Prince  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  last. 

While  leaving  the  responsibility  for  those  scenes  of  disorder,  pilla^,  and  arson  to 
the  rioters  of  that  time,  the  Government  has  thought  that  it  is  now  its  duty  to  avoid 
all  difficulties  and  annoying  complications  with  foreign  powers ;  it  has  even  antici- 
pated the  presentation  of  claims  by  declaring  that  it  recognizes  them  in  principle,  it 
being  happy  to  give,  under  these  circumstances,  the  most  convincing  evidence  of  its 
determination  to  offer  every  guarantee  to  foreigners  coming  to  reside  among  us,  and 
to  foreign  capital  invested  in  Hayti. 

This  principle  being  recognized,  it  remains  for  you,  taking  into  consideration  all 
the  incontrovertible  elements  that  bear  upon  the  matter,  to  enter  npon  the  discussion 
of  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  with  the  foreign  commissions  whose  members  have 
been  appointed  by  the  heads  of  the  legations  established  in  this  city. 
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The  EDjglisb  and  French  commiBsions  now  organized  are  aboat  to  beffin  their  work, 
and  I  desire  that  yon  will  oome  to  an  immediate  understanding  with  tnem,  and  that 
yoa  will  fix  the  order  of  yonr  conferencee  In  snob  a  manner  as  to  give  fnll  and  entire 
satisfaction  to  both  of  them. 

The  work  of  the  mixed  commissions  will  not  be  subject  to  revision ;  yon  are  to 
decide  in  the  capacity  of  a  soverign  body,  and  f^om  your  decisions  there  is  to  be  tfo 
appeal ;  the  statement  of  this  fact  will  suffice  to  enable  you  to  form  a  correct  et^timate 
of  the  great  confidence  which  is  reposed  in  yon  by  the  Government,  and  will  thus 
indnce  yon  to  use  all  thecare,  discernment,  tact,  and  impartiality  that  will  be  required 
in  the  cases  which  yon  will  have  to  decide. 

Tod  are  clothed  with  the  powers  of  a  court  of  arbitration,  and  in  case  of  tie  on 
the  subject  of  an  indemnity  to  be  granted,  yon  will  be  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  decis- 
ion of  an  umpire. 

Your  investment  with  these  ample  powers  renders  it  your  dnty,  permit  me  to  re- 
peat, to  spare  no  pains  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  fullest  evidence  with  regard 
to  the  facts  to  be  examined  and  the  deplorable  consequences  which  have  resulted 
therefrom. 

Yon  must  have  recourse  to  the  best  and  purest  sources  of  evidence  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  material  on  which  to  base  your  decision,  so  that  they  may  inspire  abso- 
lute confidence. 

After  the  preparatory  work  has  been  performed,  which  will  necessarily  consist  in 
the  preparation  of  the  list  of  claimants,  in  which  the  amount  of  the  indemnity 
claimed  must  be  placed  opposite  to  each  name,  von  will  cause  a  statement  of  the 
facts  on  which  the  claim  is  based  to  be  filed,  together  with  all  the  evidence  that  may 
be  addnoed  in  corroboration  thereof. 

The  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  claims  may  then  be  commenced,  and  they  will  b# 
decided  by  yon  after  cimscientious  and  careful  examination. 

Yon  are  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  object  of  your  mission  consists  in  de- 
termining the  amounts  of  the  indemnities  to  be  awarded  to  foreigners  whose  interests 
have  been  directly  affected  by  acts  of  pillage  or  by  fire  growing  out  of  the  events 
which  took  place  at  Port  an  Prince  on  tne  2Sa  and  "^d  of  ^ptember  last.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  remind  you  that  you  must  reject  claims  based  upon  indirect  dama>ffes  growing 
out  of  these  acts.  No  controversy  exists  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  these  ques- 
tions.   Recent  examples  are  at  hand  to  prove  this. 

In  addition  to  your  already  ample  powers,  the  Government  gives  yon  an  unlimited 
right  of  inquirv.  This  will  be  the  main  pivot  of  your  proceedings ;  and  it  is  impor- 
tant that  you  should  exercise  this  right  in  the  broadest  manner,  so  as  to  secure  accu- 
rate information  in  the  conduct  of  yonr  examinations. 

Seek,  by  all  possible  means,  the  proofs  that  are  lacking  to  yon,  summon  and  examine 
witnesses,  enlighten  your  judgment  by  having  recourse  to  all  reliable  sources,  and 
especially  to  those  oiBcial  sources  of  information  which  cannot  fail  you. 

Suppose  indemnity  is  claimed  on  account  of  a  loss  of  merchandise.  In  the  absenea 
of  a  balance-sheet,  or  of  any  other  satisfactory  documentarv  evidence^  will  not  tha 
enstom-honse  papers  furnish  yon  the  data  necessary  to  enable  you  to  form  a  correct 
estimate  of  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  claimant's  business  f 

I  adduce  bnt  this  one  example,  which  it  will  be  proper  for  yon  to  generalize  by 
having  recourse  to  other  departments  of  the  public  service,  if  need  be.  Such  are,  in 
nbatanoe,  the  general  instroctions  by  which  yon  are  to  be  gnided  in  yonr  proceed- 


ing 
Th< 


The  detailed  report,  which  yon  will  address  to  me  at  the  close  of  yonr  labors,  to- 
Mther  with  the  proper  accompaniments,  reports  of  your  sessions,  d&c,  will  enable  tlw 
Oovemment  immediatelv  to  begin  the  work  of  preparing  a  bill  to  be  laid  before  tha 
legislative  bodv,  determining  the  manner  of  paying  the  claims  allowed. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  von  that  these  instructions  have  been  communicated 
to  the  neads  of  the  legations  of  England  and  France,  who  fully  approve  them.  Yon 
may,  therefore,  begin  yonr  labors  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  received  them. 

If,  in  the  conrse  of  yonr  investigations,  any  points  of  detail  that  I  have  been  nni^ 
ble  to  foresee  shall  canse  yon  any  embarrassment,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me 
thereof.  I  shall  hasten  to  come  to  an  understanding  on  this  subject  with  the  heads  of 
the  foreign  legations,  and  I  feel  convinced  that,  witn  the  spirit  of  kindness,  coneiU*- 
tion  and  Justice  wherebv  they  are  all  actuated,  they  will  not  fail  to  lend  me  their  co- 
operation in  removing  the  dimcnlties  and  enabling  you  to  terminate,  to  the  satisfsa- 
tion  of  all  parties,  the  delicate  and  important  task  which  has  been  intrusted  to  you. 

Accept,  i^ntlemen  and  esteemed  fellow-citizens,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
ooDsidOTation. 

B.  ST.  VICTOB, 
Ssorvtory  of  State  and  of  ForHgn  JUlation$. 

Certified  to  be  a  correot  copy  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  foreign  rel»- 
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No.  219. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Langston. 

ISo.  272.]  Department  of  State, 

Woihington^  April  21,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  12th  instant  from 
Mr.  W.  K.  Van  Bokkeleo,  of  New  York,  covering  one  of  the  19th  ul- 
timo, wherein  Mr.  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelen  recites  the  circumstances  of  his 
recent  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Port  an  Prince,  in  regard  to  which  I 
desire  you  to  furnish  the  Department  with  a  detailed  report. 
I  am,  &c., 

FREJyK  T.  FEELINGHUYSEK 


[InoloAiire  in  No.  272.  j 

Mr.  W.K.  Van  Bokkelen  to  Mr,  FreHnghuyieu. 

Law  Office,  155  Broadway, 

New  York,  April  12, 18B4. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  Id  forwarding  the  inclosed  I  would  respectf ally  inform  you  thmt 
any  information  required  as  to  facts  can  be  famished  by  me. 
Yoars  traly, 

W.  K.  VAN  BOKKELEN, 
PerW.  B. 


[Inolosure.] 

Mr,  C.  J,  Fan  Bokkelen  to  Mr,  Frelinghvysen. 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti, 

March  19,  1834. 

Honorable  Sir  :  According  to  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  yonr  Depart- 
ment io  reply  to  mine,  inqniring  as  to  the  rights  of  American  citizens  before  the  ooarts 
in  Hayti,  in  accordance  with  Article  VI  of  the  treaty  between  these  two  countries,  I 
dnly  filed  with  the  civil  coart  of  Port  ao  Prince  an  assignment  of  my  assets  for  the 
benefit  of  my  creditors,  this  being  the  sole  and  only  way  to  a  discharge  from  said  ob- 
ligations, having  been  informed  by  yonr  Department  that  I  was  entitled  to  all  the 
riffhts  and  privileges  accorded  to  Haytien  subjects. 

I  now  again  ask  that  oar  minister  resident  be  informed  of  these  views,  and  that  my 
rights  be  protected  by  him. 

Having  availed  myself  of  these  rights,  on  the  6th  day  of  this  month  I  was  arrested 
and  taken  to  jail  npon  a  warrant,  and  npon  informing  the  anthorities  that  by  an 
order  issued  in  the  official  journal  it  was  made  obligatory  that  before  a  foreigner 
could  be  placed  in  jail,  the  complaint  should  first  be  submitted  to  the  attorney  for 
the  Government  for  his  examination  and  approval,  and  signed  with  his  signature, 
with  seal  attached,  I  was  told  that  my  commitment  must  stand,  and  that  I  must  re- 
main in  jail,  confined  with  felons,  lunatics,  and  the  like,  sorronnded  by  filth,  and  my 
health  endangered.  To  this  last  fact  I  have,  and  did  present,  to  the  anthorities  the 
certificates  of  three  physicians,  one  of  them  being  Dr.  Torres,  yice-consnl  of  the 
United  States. 

After  argument  it  was  decided  on  the  18th  that  my  imprisonment  was  illegal  on  the 
original  papers,  but,  being  in  trouble,  had  caused  others  to  step  in  and  cause  my  de- 
tention upon  other  and  different  claims  which  have  to  be  argued,  and  in  mean  time 
2  am  oonnned. 

Mr  Secretary,  I  most  respectfnlly  ask  that  protection  be  afforded  me,  and  that 

I>roper  satisfaction  be  obtained  for  my  first  illegal  imprisonment,  and  firom  which  i(A» 
owed  other  troubles,  and  also  for  damages  that  may  occur  to  me  from  ezpoenre  and 
eoffering  incurred  by  my  not  being  allowed  to  go  to  hospital  or  be  confined  in  a  suit- 
able pliu5e  with  some  sanitary  condition,  not  in  a  Calcutta  hole,  the  fact  being  well 
known,  as  attested  to  by  the  three  physicians,  of  the  precariona  state  of  my  general 
health. 
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Id  addition  I  would  state  that  the  non-falfiUment  by  the  Haytien  OoverDinent  of 
its  legal  obligations  is  the  real  cause  of  my  inability  to  meet  my  obligations,  my 
family  holding  its  bonds  far  in  excess  of  my  debts,  and  which  bonds,  if  paid,  would 
be  used  to  liquidate  my  indebtedness.  I  notice  our  minister  is  pressing  a  settlement 
ef  these. 

I  am,  ScCf 

C.  A.  VAN  BOKKELEN. 


No.  220. 
Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Langston. 

No.  283.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtorij  July  1, 1884. 
Sm :  I  forward  herewith,  in  connection  with  previous  correspondence, 
the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  K.  Van  Bokkelen  of  the  27tli 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  his  son  at  Port  au  Prince. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEBD^K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


[iDolosare  in  No.  283.] 

Mr»  Van  Bokkelen  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

New  York,  June  27, 1884. 
Mr.  Skcrbtart  :  Since  yoar  letter  of  April  21,  relative  to  the  imprisonment  of  my 
son  at^Port  an  Prince,  Hayti,  I  have  several  from  him,  the  latest  of  date  Jane  13.  At 
this  time^he  was  still  held  in  confinement,  in  violation  of  our  treaty.  May  I  ask,  if 
not  f^ready  done,  onr  mininter  be  directed  to  take  positive  and  strong  action  to 
obtain  from  this  (lawless  and  violators  of  all  rights  of  American  citizens)  the  Hayt- 
ien Qovemment  a  speedy  acknowledgment  of  my  son's  rights  and  dne  and  proper 
indemnity  in  money  for  his  sufferings. 
I  am,  &^., 

W.  K.  VAN  BOKKELEN. 


No.  221. 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  647.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Haytiy  July  7, 1884.  (Received  July  25.) 
Sir  :  Eeferring'to  yoar  dispatch  No.  272,  dated  April  21, 1884,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Van  Bokke- 
len in  this  city,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  given  such  subject  due  in- 
vestigation ;  and  beg  now  to  submit  that  it  is  true  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  this  country,  which  permits  the  imprisonment  of  debt- 
ors, OB  or  about  the  6th  of  M€urch  last,  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned,  upon  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  some  months 
before  for  some  $3,000  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Toplitz  &  Co.^  of  New  York 
City. 

P  With  regard  to  the  suit  of  Messrs.  Toplitz  &  Go.  against  Mr.  Yan 
Bokkelen  itjis  proper"  to  state  that  it  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly 
contested  as^between  the  parties  thereto  in  the  lower  and  upper  courts 
of  the  count^,  having  been^commenced  in  what  is  called  here  the  court 
of  commerce,  and  finally  reviewed  and  passed  upon  in  the  court  of  last 
resort,  the  court  of  cassation. 
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Having  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  as  indicated,  other  parties  to 
whom  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen  was  indebted,  the  National  Bank,  Louis  Nadal, 
and  Saint  Ande,  instituted  proceedings  also  against  him  upon  their 
several  claims  as  allowed  by  Haytien  law  and  usage,  which  worked 
other  and  additional  confinement  in  prison. 

But  after  his  arrest  and  confinement  upon  the  judgment  of  Messrs. 
Toplitz  &  Co.  it  was,  upon  certain  proceedings  instituted  by  Mr.  Van 
Bokkelen  in  the  civil  tribunal,  decided  that  his  imprisonment  upon  such 
judgment  was  not  legal,  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Archin,  the lawyerof  such 
parties,  in  ordering  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen 
had  done  so  without  special  authority  in  that  behalf  as  required  by  the 
law  of  this  country,  and  so  the  matter  stands  to  day  so  far  as  the  judg- 
ment of  Messrs.  Toplitz  &  Co.  is  concerned,  for  no  amended  proceeding 
has  been  instituted  in  that  regard  as  against  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen.  He 
has  beeu  confined  since  the  finding  and  judgment  of  the  civil  tribunal 
referred  to  upon  the  reoommendationj  as  the  Haytien  law  phrases  the 
proceeding,  of  the  other  creditors  named. 

But  subsequently  to  the  rendition  of  the  judgment  in  favor  of 
Messrs.  Toplitz  &  Co.  against  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen,  the  latter  undertook 
to  make,  under  the  laws  of  Hay  ti,  a  judicial  assignment  of  all  his  prop- 
erty, in  favor  of  his  creditors  generally,  and  thus  secure  for  himself 
what  is  termed  in  French  law  language,  le  binSfice  de  la  cession  de  bienSj 
as  provided  for  all  Haytien  debtors  under  the  law  of  this  country.  Mr. 
Yan  Bokkelen  in  this  proceeding  would  not  deny  that  he  is  a  foreigner, 
an  American  citizen,  residing  in  Ha^i  ti.  But  he  claims  that  although 
he  is  a  foreigner,  being  an  American  citizen,  under  the  treaty  of  1864, 
articles  6  and  9,  in  spite  of  any  language  contained  in  the  civil  code  of 
Hayti  discriminating  in  the  particular  mentioned,  against  foreigners, 
even  though  the  phrase  used  therein  he^^tes  Arangers^  he  is  by  the 
treaty  put  upon  the  same  footing,  as  to  this  right  and  its  exercise,  with 
the  Haytien  himself.  The  civil  tribunal,  however,  of  this  city,in  which 
be  instituted  his  procedings,  as  indicated,  has  decided  against  him  as 
to  his  right. 

The  case  is  to  be  appealed,  as  it  is  understood,  to  the  court  of  cass- 
ation, where  it  is  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  under  court  may  be  reversed. 

Meantime  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen,  who,  at  my  request,  not  being  well  at 
all.  has  been  permitted  to  occupy  quarters  in  the  military  hospitnl  of 
l^is  city,  remains  in  what  is  understood  to  be  confinement. 

I  have  watched  this  case  of  Mr.  Yan  Bokkelen  from  the  very  moment 
of  its  beginning,  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the  law  of  this  country, 
properly  interpreted  and  applied,  in  connection  with  the  treaty  of  1864 
as  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Yan  Bokkelen  has  a  right  to  make  an  as- 
signment of  his  property  in  the  interest  of  his  creditors,  as  he  seeks  to 
do  judicially,  and  should  thereupon  be  released  from  prison. 

In  a  conversation  with  the  President  yesterday,  with  regard  to  this 
case,  I  advised  him  that  I  might,  at  an  early  day,  have  occasion  to  ad- 
dress his  Qovemment  with  relation  thereto,  having  in  mind,  as  I  did 
at  the  time,  that  the  prison  of  this  city  is  really  not  fit  for  the  confine- 
ment of  a  debtor,  that  the  military  hospital  is  very  little  better,  and 
that  Mr.  Yan  Bokkelen  is  quite  unwell,  suffering  firom  rheumatism  and 
predisposition  to  consumption. 

I  await  any  instructions  which  the  Department  may  deem  it  wise  to 
give  in  this  case. 
I  am,  &c», 

JOHN  MEBOEB  LANOSTOK 
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No.  222. 
Mr.  Langstan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuy$en. 

IBxtrmol) 

No.  648.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Fart  au  Prince^  HayU,  July  18, 1884.    (Received  Aag.  6.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  as  herewith  inclosed,  a  copy  of 
the  expose  or  message  of  President  Salomon,  presented  to  the  National 
Assembly  on  the  7th  of  last  month,  as  published  in  the  official  part  of 
^  Le  Mouitenr,"  the  organ  of  the  Oovemment,  on  the  14th,  19th,  21st, 
26th,  and '28th  nltimo. 

In  that  part  of  the  expos6  which  concerns  foreign  relations,  the  Presi- 
dent alludes  first  of  all  to  the  unfortnnate  insurrectionary  events  which 
occnrred  in  Port  an  Prince  od  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September,  1883. 
He  claims  that  such  events,  in  view  of  the  revolutionary  condition  of 
the  country  at  the  time,  the  attempts  which  were  made  by  the  insur- 
gents of  the  capital,  calculated  to  arouse,  exasperate,  and  madden  the 
people  of  such  city  loyal  to  the  Government,  were  natural  enough,  even 
when  carried  to  the  extent  of  unhappy  popular  outbursts,  not  easily 
controlled,  and  a  sad  strife  illuminated  by  the  flames  of  conflagration. 
Bnt  in  the  midst  of  this  condition  of  popular  fury  and  destruction  of 
property  he  claims  that  the  agents  of  the  Oovemment  were  seen  on 
every  hand  exhorting  the  people  to  return  to  order,  to  become  composed, 
and  suspend  those  reprisals,  dictated  evidently  by  a  blind  but  very  ex- 
easable  spirit  of  retaliation. 

He  refers,  then,  to  the  ultumatum  which  was  presented  to  him  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  of  September  by  certain  representatives  of  foreign 
powers,  when,  as  he  claims,  the  Oovemment  had  the  upper  hand,  and 
order  was  being  restored.  Ue  asserts  that  the  enemies  of  the  Gk>vem* 
ment^  quick  to  take  advantage  of  everything,  were  pleased  to  declare 
that  it  was  foreign  pressure  which  had  put  an  end  to  the  disorders  in 
the  streets.    But  this  was  untrae. 

Perfectly  advised  as  to  the  views  of  the  enemies  of  his  Oovemment, 
who  understood  that,  left  to  their  forces  alone,  they  would  certainly 
Buccumb,  the  President  declares  that  he  was  occupied  during  the  ten 
months  of  the  insurrection  in  striving  to  prevent  the  addition  of  the 
danger  of  an  international  conflict  to  the  embarrassments  of  civil  war. 
He  nevertheless  avows  that  he  ought  to  have  protested  against  the 
Qltnmatum  in  question. 

But,  appealing  to  the  senators  and  deputies  as  regards  this  subject, 
he  calls  them  to  judge  whether  this  ultimatum  has,  in  anything,  low- 
ered him  in  public  esteem  and  consideration,  who,  in  1879,  was,  upon 
their  free  suffrages,  elected  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  state. 

Thereupon,  after  stating  that  the  shocks  so  violent  in  the  capital  of 
the  Republic  did  not  faiil  to  wound  every  interest  there  concentered, 
the  President  announces  that,  having  put  aside  the  universally-admit- 
ted  principle  that,  in  the  case  of  a  riot  or  of  civil  troubles  in  a  state, 
^e  interest  of  foreigners  cannot  have  larger  privilege  than  those  of  the 
citizens,  he  did  not  await,  before  making  up  his  mind,  the  production 
of  foreign  reclamations.  He  claims,  then,  to  have  advised  the  diplo- 
matic corps  that  he  admitted  the  principle  thereof,  in  settling,  apart 
from  the  examination  to  which  attention  was  about  to  be  given,  all  the 
Anterior  acts  which  had  taken  place  in  other  localities,  and  in  circum- 
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scribing  thereto  only,  the  occurrences  which  had  taken  place  in  Port 
au  Prince  the  22d  and  23d  of  September. 

*^Yoa  will  comprehend,"  he  adds,  addressing  the  members  of  the 
national  assembly,  ^'for  what  purpose  I  have  taken  the  initiative  of 
such  proposition.'' 

He  continues,  in  explanation  of  his  purpose: 

Besides  the  desire  which  animates  me,  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  talce  acconnt  in 
the  occurrence,  that  of  tightening  more  and  more  the  bonds  which  bind  us  to  the 
great  powers  of  the  globe,  I  wish  in  acting  so  to  cut  short  interventions  whose  de- 
sign is  disclosed  more  and  more  under  the  impulse  of  certain  enmities.  More,  I 
conform  mjself  in  this  to  a  recent  usage  adopted  by  different  nations  who  have  ac- 
corded similar  indemnities  under  the  name  of  succor. 

I  have  therefore  restricted  the  application  to  the  limits  demanded  by  equity  and 
national  interest.  No  necessary  precautions  have  been  neglected  to  restrain  the  abuses 
of  which  the  history  of  our  settlements  fumish«>s  such  unfortunate  precedents,  and  in 
this  I  have  been  strongly  sustained  by  the  excellent  spirit  of  the  foreign  legations. 

A  commission  composed  of  citizens  possessing  special  fitness  as  well  as  exalted  hon- 
esty, designated  naturally  according  to  my  choice,  has  been  formed,  and  my  secretary 
of  state  has  fortified  it  with  precise  instructions,  which  ought  to  guide  it  in  its  labors. 
England,  France,  and  Germany  have  named  also  their  commissioners,  and  already  they 
are  at  work.  The  United  States,  I  love  to  believe,  will  join  soon  in  this  mode  of  set- 
tlement, and  we  will  be  able  to  say  then  that  every  subject  of  conflict  had  been 
avoided  and  that  the  difficulties  approach  a  favorable  solution 

In  the  course  of  this  session  my  secretiiry  of  state  will  furnish  you  a  complete 
book  as  to  this  question  of  indemnities,  in  which  will  be  found  put  together  the  in- 
structions given  to  our  commissioners,  judging  without  appeal  and  in  the  last  resort 
the  progress  of  their  labors,  their  decisions,  and  all  the  documents  which  pertun 
thereto. 

In  concert  with  his  colleague  of  finance  he  will  also  submit  for  your  approval  a 
project  of  law  intended  to  indemnify  the  righful  holders  thereof. 

As  it  will  be  easy  for  you  to  attest  from  this  brief  preamble,  and  as  you  will  see 
from  the  expose  of  facts  which  follow,  the  difficulties  created  by  the  insurrection  which 
oppressed  the  country  for  ten  months,  and  of  which  the  departments  of  war  and  the 
interior  will  have  to  make  long  communication  to  yon,  have  been  numerous ;  and 
nevertheless  it  can  be  said  that  in  the  course  of  every  negotiation  undertaken  and 
followed  the  ensemble  of  our  relations  with  the  foreign  powers  has  not  been  subjected 
to  serious  breach. 

The  spirit  of  equity  of  the  generality  of  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
corps,  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  my  Government,  have  prevented  all  occasions  for 
conflict  which  our  enemies  counted  upon  already  as  one  of  the  chances  of  their  suc- 
cess. The  reserve  which  is  imposed  upon  me  prevents  my  indicating  to  you  those  of 
the  represents! tives  of  friendly  powers  whose  sympathy  for  the  country  and  loyalty  in 
the  exercise  of  their  delicate  functions  have  never  belied  themselves. 

It  is  thus  that  I  would  be  silent  as  to  the  negotiations  in  progress,  the  favorable  is- 
sue which  we,  of  ripht,  await  depends  upon  the  secret  to  observe,  the  tact  of  our 
negotiators,  and  the  justice  of  oar  friends. 

And  why  doubt  with  regard  thereto  when  it  is  their  own  cause  that  we  plead,  when 
we  ask  them  to  investigate  the  truth  with  relation  to  suspicions  which  have  arisen, 
when  we  support  them  by  the  evident  manifestation  of  certain  intrigues  from  that  of 
interested  supports  which  have  no  reason  to  be. 

Comment  upon  this  branch  of  the  President's  expose  is  only  neces- 
sary so  far  as  to  state  that,  as  concerns  the  attitude  and  power  of  the 
Government  in  connection  with  the  insurrectionary  movements  occur- 
ring: in  this  city  on  the  days  named ;  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  property  destroyed,  certainly  that  of  foreign  residents  even  to 
the  full  measure  of  its  value,  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  mode 
proposed  for  investigation  and  determining  such  value,  and  providing 
for  its  settlement  upon  some  indefinite  legislative  project  hereafter  to 
be  proposed,  and  upon  some  plan  merely  of  succor,  as  lie  suggests ;  and 
as  regards  the  apparent  iudi8i>o8ition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
assume  frankly,  and  without  reserve,  its  responsibility  in  the  premises 
with  relation  to  all  property  destroyed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the 
result  of  revolutionary  movements,  such  as  the  ones  described  as  taking 
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place  at  Port  aa  Prince  at  the  time  named,  there  exists  on  the  part  of 
well  informed  persons,  friends  even  of  his  administration,  representa- 
tives  of  foreign  friendly  powers,  opinions  and  judgments  entirely  at  dis- 
agreement with  the  views  here  expressed  by  him.  But  the  future  will 
deTelop  such  opinions  and  judgments  in  their  power  and  truth,  for  these 
matters  will  hereafter  be  made  subjects  of  serious,  sober,  wise  investi- 
gation and  decision. 

The  President,  in  passing,  mentions  next,  with  satisfaction,  the  fact 
that  the  interest  on  the  double  debt  of  France  has  been  paid  up  to  April 
30, 1884 ;  that  such  debt,  now  over  a  half  century  old,  will  soon  be  paid 
in  fall,  but  promises  that  before  that  is  done  the  figures  thereof  shall 
be  carefully  examined  according  to  the  agreement  of  1870. 

Be  regrets,  on  the  other  hand,  that  satisfaction  haB  not  been  given 
to  the  holders  of  the  obligations  of  the  loan  of  1875,  and  promises,  with 
regard  thereto,  that  the  secretary  of  state  of  finances  will  make  provision 
in  which  the  interests  of  those  concerned  shall  be  duly  cared  for. 

Then  follow,  as  translated,  certain  statements  in  which  we  have  spei- 
dal  interest.    He  says : 

Thanks  to  the  activity  of  onr  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  to  that  of 
DOT  conenls  of  New  York  and  Phila<Ielpbia,  and  of  our  eminent  judicial  advisors,  the 
different  processes  brought  before  the  Federal  courts,  on  the  occasion  of  armaments 
made  by  the  insurgents,  have  terminated  to  our  advantage  and  to  our  satisfiMtion* 
The  ships  Tropic,  Mary  N.  Ho^an,  and  Irvin,  seized  by  us,  were  found  culpable,  and 
their  owners  and  crews,  convicted  of  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  have 
been  condemned  to  tbe  pains  and  penalties  provided  in  such  regard. 

In  that  which  concerns  the  affairs  of  Pelletier  and  Lazare,  the  loyalty  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  in  which  we  have  always  had  confidence,  has  contributed  with  onr 
good  disposition  with  regard  to  a  new  examination  of  such  questions  to  lead  to  an  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  Governments.  These  affairs  will  be  settled  by  arbitra- 
tion. The  arbitrator  is  a  learned  and  impartial  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  we 
are  able  to  entertain  happy  hopes  upon  the  result  of  such  questions,  which  wiU  not 
probably  be  delayed. 

The  affair  of  Potter  has  been  settled. 

Bat  the  president  seizes  the  opportunity  offered  in  this  connection 
to  refer  to  the  claim  of  Hayti  as  to  the  Island  of  Navassa,  employing 
these  words . 

Events  have  forcibly  diverted  my  attention  from  the  question  of  Navassa.  But  the 
principle  of  arbitration  admitted  for  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Pelletier  and 
Laxare  offers  as  the  occasion  of  extending  the  benefit  thereof  to  this  question,  so  im- 
portant, of  the  possession  of  the  territory  of  one  of  our  adjacent  islands. 

•  «••••• 

I  am^  &c.y 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTOK 


ISo.  223. 

Mr.  Langstan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Kod51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Part  an  Prince^  Eayti^  July  21 ,  1884.  (Received  August  6.) 
Sib  :  Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  265,  dated  March  7,  1884,  hav- 
ing relation  to  tbe  mode  of  settling  the  claims  of  American  citizens  sus- 
taining losses  in  connection  with  the  insurrectionary  events  of  22d  and 
23d  days  of  September,  1883,  occurring  in  this  city  against  this  Gov- 
ernment, I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  after  due  investigation 
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and  consideration,  I  have  presented  for  settlement  tbe  claims  named  in 
my  note  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to  the  honorable  secretary  of 
stskte,  .Ur.  St.  Victor,  a  copy  of  which,  with  copies  of  its  two  inclosnres, 
the  first  being  a  memorandum  of  the  several  claims,  in  which  is  given 
the  names  of  the  various  parties  and  the  kind  and  amount  of  property 
destroyed,  the  second  beiDg  a  memorandum  of  agreement  a8  to  the 
mode,  condition,  and  terms  of  their  settlement,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

As  showing  all  the  correspondence  that  has  been  had  by  this  lega- 
tion with  the  Haytien  GoverDment  on  this  subject,  I  have  the  honor  also 
to  transmit,  as  herewith  inclosed,  a  dispatch,  with  its  translation,  ad- 
dressed to  our  vice-consul-general.  Dr.  J.  B.  Terres,  by  Mr.  St.  Victor, 
during  my  late  absence  on  the  2!2d  of  May  last,  with  a  copy  of  Dr. 
Terres's  reply  thereto  on  the  23d  of  the  month,  and  a  copy  of  my  own 
reply  thereto  on  the  2>th  of  June,  1884,  from  which  you  will  perceive 
that  I  do  not  accede  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  St.  Victor. 

It  will  be  perceived  on  reading  the  dispalch  of  Mr.  St.  Victor  that,  for 
the  reasons  named  by  him  therein,  he  desimi  to  have  this  legation  consent 
to  fix  the  22d  of  this  month  as  the  day  t>eyond  which  no  claims  additional 
to  any  that  might  already  have  been  presented  against  his  Government 
could  be  submitted.  He  writes,  too,  as  if  he  had  been  in  correspondence 
with  me  as  to  the  organization  of  a  commission  to  investigate  and  settle 
our  claims.  Such  is  not  the  case.  His  dispatch  is  of  the  character  of  a 
drcnlar  and  was,  as  I  have  been  informed,  sent  to  the  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular representatives  generally,  especially  those  whose  citizens  had 
through  them  presented  their  claims  for  such  consideration  by  commis- 
sions as  had  been  agreed.  This  was  the  case  with  the  charg6 d'affaires  of 
France  and  the  consuls  of  England  and  Germany,  who  early  agreed  to 
and  did  join  in  the  selection  of  mixed  commissions,  as  they  were  termed, 
to  which  they  consented  to  submit  the  investigation  and  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  St.  Victor,  as  contained  in  a  document,  a  copy  of  which  I 
sent  to  the  Department  as  an  inclosnre  to  my  dispatch  No.  638,  dated 
April  14, 1884.  The  commission  is  mixed  in  the  sense  that  the  Haytien 
Government  names  a  certain  number,  two  or  three  of  its  citizens,  to 
serve  thereon,  and  the  representative  of  the  Government  the  claims  of 
whose  citizens  are  to  be  considered  names  an  equal  number  of  his  citi- 
zens to  serve  with  them.  Then  tlie  persons  thus  chosen  meet  and  pro- 
ceed with  their  work.  According  to  this  arrangement  no  definite  and 
proper  work  in  the  premises  can  be  expected,  and  without  agreeing 
upon  the  manner  of  presenting,  investigating,  and  determining  and 
settling  the  claims  no  satisfactory  results  can  t^  reached.  So  far,  then, 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  first,  the  proceedings  result  in  nothing 
but  the  hurried  consideration  of  the  claims  presented,  their  reduction 
by  a  sort  of  general  cutting  down  one-third,  one-half,  or  more,  as  the 
case  may  be,  with  no  time  or  mode  of  payment  determined.  I  have  not 
consented  to  any  such  arrangement  but  have  presented  oar  claims, 
though  their  aggregated  amount  t>e  small — $29,188.37 — in  the  manner 
shown  in  my  communication  to  the  Haytien  Government,  copies  of 
which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

So  far  no  reply  has  been  made  me  by  the  Haytien  Government  on 
this  subject. 

I  trust  my  action  may  meet  your  approval,  and  that  I  may  have  your 
instructions  in  the  premises  without  delay. 
I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 
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[InoloaareliiiKaSSl.] 

Mr.  Lang$ton  to  Mr,  St,  Vietar. 

Legation  of  thb  Uxtted  States, 

Fort  au  PHnoe,  Ha^ti,  J%ly  15,  1884« 

Sir  :  The  nnderai^ed  has  the  honor  to  state  that  in  oonnection  with  the  insurreo- 
tionary  movemeat  or  events  oocnrrin«;  in  Port  an  E^noe  on  the  S^d  and  2.id  days  of 
September,  18i3,  certain  citiaens  of  the  GoTemmentof  the  United  States  of  America, 
sustained  losses  of  their  property,  according  to  the  memorandnm  thereof  herewitn 
eubinitted  to  the  consideration  of  yoor  Government  for  examination  and  settlement. 

In  presenting  these  claims,  Mr.  Minister,  at  this  time  and  in  this  form,  it  is  to  be 
andentood  that  this  is  done  without  prejadice  to  any  like  claims  of  American  citisens 
which  may  be  hereafter  presented,  and  withoat  prejadice  to  any  claims  of  snoh 
citisens  which  may  have  grown  out  of  any  insurrectionary  movements  or  events  oo- 
earring  in  any  other  part  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti  than  Port  au  Prince  anterior  or 
daring  the  year  1H83. 

It  is  to  be  eaually  understood  that  while  it  is  eonceded  that  in  examining  and  ad* 
Justing  these  claims  a  consideration  of  actual  and  real  losses  growing  out  of  the  events 
referred  to  may  constitute  the  rule  of  such  procedure,  my  Government  reserves  to  itself 
the  riffht,  after  full  examination,  to  present  diplomatically  any  claim  of  one  of  its  citi- 
lens,  baaed  on  the  withholding  or  abuse  of  any  personal  rights  of  such  citizens  of  the 
United  States  or  indignities  to  their  persons  by  the  officers  of  the  Haytien  Govern- 
ment, 

The  undersigned  fully  advised,  Mr.  Minister,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  your  Govern- 
ment  to  have  such  claims  as  these  herewith  presented  submitted  for  examination 
and  adjustment  to  a  fixed  commission  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  yon  and  my- 
self oi«y  asree,  npon  the  approval  of  our  respective  Governments,  has  prepared  and 
DOW  has  uie  honor,  most  respectfully,  to  present,  as  transmitted  herewith,  a  mem- 
orandum of  agreement  which  is  believed  may  prove  to  be  satisfactory  to  you,  and  as 
approved  by  our  respective  Governments  would  bring  ns  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
setUement  of  the  claims  herewith  brought  to  your  attention. 

The  andersigned,  while  awaiting  yoor  action  in  the  premises,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
new to  you  the  expression  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  MEECEE  LANGSTON. 


[Inolosore  to  inolotare  1  in  Ho.  661.] 

Memorandum  of  claims  presented  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Qovemment  of  Hayti  for  property  destroyed  at  Port  au  Prince  September  22  and  23, 
1863,  in  connection  with  insurrectionary  movements  and  events  occurring  in  said  city 
on  said  days :  « 

Claim  of  Bev.  C.  W.  Moeeell  for  household  furniture,  school  furniture,  beds 

and  bedding,  clothing  of  family,  table  ware  and  linen,  kitchen  utensils, 

library.  Jewelry,  piano,  watches,  and  cash |5,551  50 

Claim  of  Mrs.  Maria  Hamilton  for  household  furniture,  beds  and  bedding, 

clothee,  lewelry,  kitchen  utensils,  and  cash 720  00 

Claim  of  lir.  Eugene  Y.  Garrido  for  household  furniture,  beds  and  bedding, 

crockery,  table  ware  and  linen,  kitchen  ntensils,  books,  trunks,  pictures 

and  portraits.  Jewelry,  and  clock 2,241  00 

Claim  of  Messrs.  Bartram  Brothers  for  60  oases  of  butter,  in  care  of  Etienne 

fils.  Port  au  Prince 1,175  87 

Claim  of  Mrs.  Isabella  Foumier  for  house  burned,  fhmiture,  clothing,  beds, 

beddinff.  Jewelry,  and  kitchen  utensils 3,500  00 

Claim  of  Mrs.  Evan  Williams  for  fire-proof  house,  situated  on  street  Front, 

Forts,  Port  au  Prince,  burned 16,000  00 

Lkgatiok  of  thb  United  States, 

Port  au  PHnce,  July  15,  1884. 


llnolotare  to  indoann  1  in  No.  061.  J 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  between  the  Government  of  Hayti  of  the  one  parL 
And  the  United  States  of  America  of  the  other  part,  for  the  adjustment  of  losses  suf- 
^^BTBd  by  the  citizens  of  the  said  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
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Port  an  Prince  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  1883,  resulting  from  insorrection- 
ary  movements)  and  events  which  ocenrred  in  that  capital  on  the  two  days  named. 

I.  It  is  agreed  that  all  snch  claims  which  shall  have  been  presented  by  (he  claim- 
ants, or  in  their  behalf,  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  party  to 
this  agreement,  or  which  shall  be  so  presented  before  the  day  fixed  by  this  agreement 
for  the  meeting  of  the  mixed  commission  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  submitted  to 
a  mixed  commission,  to  be  composed  of  six  commissioners,  three  of  whom  shall  be 
selected  by  the  President  of  the  Haytien  Republic  and  three  by  the  minister  resident 
and  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  Port  an  Prince. 

II.  The  commissioners  so  named  shall  meet  at  Port  an  Prince  within  one  month 
from  the  time  of  their  appointment,  and  shall,  before  proceeding  to  business,  make 
and  subscribe  a  solemn  declaration  that  they  will  impartially  and  to  the  best  of  their 
judgment,  and  according  to  public  law  and  the  existing  treaties  between  the  United 
States  of  America,  party  of  the  second  part  to  this  agreement,  and  the  Republic  of 
Hayti  and  these  present  stipulations,  decide  all  such  claims  as  shall,  in  conformity 
with  this  agreement,  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  the  party  hereto  of  the  sec- 
ond part ;  and  such  declaration  shall  be  entered  on  the  records  of  their  prooeedings. 

III.  The  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  may  name  an  airent  to  appear  before 
the  commission  to  represent  the  interests  of  its  citizens,  claimants  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  The  commissioners  shall  have  full  power,  subject  to  these  stipulations,  and  it 
shall  be  their  duty,  before  proceeding  with  the  hearing  and  decision  of  any  claim,  to 
make  and  publish  convenient  rules  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  claims  and  the  proof  thereof,  it  being  understood  that  a  reasonable  time  shall 
be  allowed  for  the  presentation  of  proofs ;  that  all  claims  and  the  documentarv  proofs 
in  support  of  them  shall  be  presented  only  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  behalf  of  its  citizens,  the  award  made  in  each  case  shall  be  expressed  in 
writing,  the  sum  to  be  paid  shall  be  expressed  in  the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  the  amount  shall  be  paid  by  the  Government  of  Uayti  to  the  €h>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  stip- 
ulated. 

v.  The  commissioners  shall  have  Jurisdiction  of  all  claims  presented  to  them  in 
behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  actual  losses  resulting  firom 
spoliation  or  destruction  of  property,  real  or  personal,  connected  with  or  growing  out 
of  the  insurrectionary  troubles  and  events  of  the  22d  aud  23d  of  September,  18tc$,  at 
Port  an  Prince.  The  citizenship  of  claimants  whose  claims  are  presented  shall  not 
be  questioned,  but  the  allegation  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
that  the  person  on  whose  account  a  claim  may  be  presented  that  he  or  she  is  a  citizen, 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  such  country,  shall  be  accepted  and  taken  by  the  commissioners 
as  sufficient  proof  of  the  nationality  of  such  private  claimant. 

VI.  The  expenses  of  the  commission  shall  be  defrayed  by  a  percentage  to  be  added 
in  each  case  t^  the  amount  awarded.  The  commissioners  shall  receive  each  for  his 
compensation  a  sum  not  exceeding! ,  and  the  commissioners  may  employ  a  secre- 
tary, who  shall  be  acquainted  with  the  English  and  French  languages,  at  a  compen- 
sation of  the  sum  of  | per  day  for  every  day  actually  and  necessarily  given  to 

the  business  of  the  commission. 

VII.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  hereby  agrees  to  accept  the 
awards  made  in  the  several  cases  submitted  to  the  said  commission  as  final  and  con- 
clusive, and  the  Government  of  Hayti  agrees  to  pay  within  six  months  from  the  date 
of  the  awards  to  such  Goverument  of  the  United  States,  party  of  the  second  part  to 
this  agreement,  the  full  amount  that  may  be  awarded  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the 
said  Government. 


flnclosore  2  in  No.  651.— Translatioii.] 

Mr.  St.  Victor  to  Mr.  Terres. 

Department  of  State  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Port  au- Prince,  May  2i,  18'»4. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul-General  :  In  the  correspondence  which  we  have  exchanged  in 
regard  to  the  foreign  reclamations  provoked  by  the  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  Septem- 
ber of  last  year  we  have  omitted  an  important  point  on  which  it  is  indispensable  to 
come  to  an  understanding  at  once. 

The  commissions  which  we  have  named  t-o  determine  the  amounts  to  be  awarded  to 
the  claimants  have  been  at  work  since  the  28th  of  last  March.  The  legislative  ses- 
sion will  open  soon,  and  my  Gktvornmeut  wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  total  and  defi- 
nite amount  to  be  paid  in  order  to  prepare  and  to  present  to  the  chambers  a  project 
of  law  regulating  the  mode  of  liquidation  of  these  indemnities. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


HATTI.  316 

Oar  object  would  not  be  met  if  we  did  not  determine  ftom  to-day  the  delay  after 
which  no  reclamation  can  be  pre»ented  and  submitted  to  the  examination  of  oar  com- 
misuoners. 

I  desire  to  fix  this  term  at  the  22d  of  Jnly  of  this  year  and  pray  yon,  in  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  the  present,  to  inform  me  if  yon  agree  with  me  on  this  point. 

Be  pleased  to  receive,  Mr.  Vice-Consul-Qeneral,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distin> 
gnised  consideration. 

B.  ST.  VICTOR. 


[Inclosiire  8  in  No.  S51.] 

Mr.  Terres  to  Mr.  8t  Viator, 

Consulatk-General  of  the  United  States, 

Port-au-PHnoe,  Hayii,  May  23,  1884, 
Sir  :  I  bes  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  communication  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  address  me  on  the  22d  instant. 

The  subject-matter  of  such  communication,  however,  partakes  of  a  diplomatic  nat* 
nre,  and  as  I  am  but  a  consular  officer,  charged  solely  with  matters  of  a  consular  char- 
acter, 1  am  consequently  not  qualified,  Mr.  Minister,  to  make  answer  to  the  proposition 
SQf^gested  in  your  letter. 

Hon.  John  Mercer  Langston,  minister  resident,  will  shortly  be  back  at  his  post  of 
duty,  and  1  shall  not  fail  to  bring  your  communication  at  once  to  Mr.  Langston's  at- 
tention upon  his  return. 

I  seize  the  occasion,  Mr.  Minister,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  very  high 
regard,  and  to  subscribe  myself, 
Tours,  ^c, 

JOHN  B.  TERRES, 

Fioe-CoiMK  l-  General, 


[InoloBure  4  tn  No.  051.] 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr,  St.  Victor, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Port  au  Prineej  Haytij  June  28, 1884. 
Sir  :  After  paying  to  you  my  respects  upon  my  return  to  my  post  of  duty  after  an 
abeence  of  over  two  months,  I  beg  to  state  in  reply  to  a  note  from  you  which  I  have 
had  but  just  now  put  into  my  hands,  addressed  to  John  B.  Terres,  esq.,  on  the  22d  of 
May  last,  having  reference  to  limiting  the  time  to  the  22d  of  next  mouth  for  pre«ent- 
infi;  claims  of  American  citizens  connected  with  losses  occurring  on  the  22d  and  23d 
days  of  last  year,  that  it  is  not  at  all  practicable  for  me  to  consent  to  snch  arrange-^ 
ment.    At  this  very  moment  I  await  the  instructions  of  my  Government,  with  regard 
to  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims  referred  to  by  yon,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  any 
arrangement  of  any  character  whatsoever  with  regard  thereto  till  such  instructions 
are  received. 

So  soon  as  such  instrnctions  shall  come  to  hand,  I  shall  have  occasion,  Mr.  Minis- 
ter, to  communicate  with  you  upon  the  claims  of  my  citizens. 
With  sentiments  of  my  distinguished  consideration, 
I  am,  &o.f 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


No.  224. 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  652.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  July  22,  1884.     (Received  August  6.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  on  the  15th  instant,  accord- 
fap  to  my  note  of  that  date,  addressed  to  Mr.  St.  Victor,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted,  I  did,  after  full  and  thorough  investigation  with 
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cegard  thereto,  bring  to  the  atteDtion  of  the  Haytien  Government  the 
fincts  and  dronmstances  connected  with  the  extreme  abase  and  mal- 
treatment of  Mr.  G.  W.  Mossell,  an  American  citizen,  and  his  wife  and 
family,  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1883,  in  this  city :  and  I  demanded 
the  redress  and  satisfaction  thereof  in  the  payment  or  $6<),000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  inclosed  the  full  statement  of 
Mr.  Mossell  with  respect  to  the  grievances  of  himself  and  his  family. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  a  reply  on  this  subject  from  the  Haytien 
Government.  Hereafter  I  shall  communicate  the  response  which  may 
be  made. 

Meantime,  I  trust  that  my  action  in  the  premises  will  be  approved  by 
you. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERGER  LANGSTON. 


[Uiokwiira  1  in  Ko.  0S2.  J 

Mr.  Langatan  to  Mr.  SU  Vhtor. 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Fort  a%  Frine0,  Hayii,  Jul^  15,  1884. 

Sir  :  The  onderaigned  has  the  honor  to  bring  to  yonr  attention  that  on  the  82d 
«nd  23d  days  of  September,  1883,  espeoially  npon  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day  named, 
the  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  »  missionary  of  the 
AfHcan  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  residing  in  this  city,  preaching  and  teaching 
achool,  as  a  missionary,  with  his  honse  and  home  situated  on  the  comer  of  the  streets, 
Bonne  Foi,  and  Grande-Rue,  on  the  northeast  comer  thereof^  where  his  wife  and  fam> 
ily  dwelt  and  where  his  school  was  conducted,  was  with  his  wife  and  family,  both 
upon  his  own  premises,  in  his  house  and  yard  and  npon  the  streets,  as  he,  with  his 
family,  was  compelled  to  quit  the  same  to  seek  refuge  and  protection  in  this  legation, 
insulted,  threatened,  abuMd,  assaulted,  and  maltreated  in  the  most  shamefnl  manner, 
not  onlv  by  excited  and  exasperated  persons  of  the  populace,  but  by  members  of  the 
police  toroe  and  officers  of  your  (Joremment  whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  Mr.  Mossell 
and  his  family  against  every  abuse  of  their  personal  nehts  as  well  as  against  everr 
indignity.  Driven  thus  fh>m  his  house  and  home,  insulted  and  abused,  as  indieateOf 
Ills  house  and  all  his  property  and  effects  utterly  destroyed  by  fire  set  by  the  same 
parties  who  had  insulted  and  abused  him,  Mr.  Mossell  has  very  properly  sought  re- 
<dress  in  an  appeal  to  his  (Government.  And  now,  Mr.  Minister,  the  undersigned,  in 
submitting  tnis  matter  to  the  attention  and  consideration  of  your  (Government,  can 
not  doubt  that  prompt  aution  will  be  taken  by  it  in  the  examination  and  settlement 
of  this  case,  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  as  the  high  sense  of  honor  and  Justice,  which 
must  animate  it,  would  dictate. 

In  sugsMting  the  sum  of  |60,000,  as  one  measuring,  in  fact,  inadequately  the  dam- 
Ages  suTOred  and  sustained  in  the  abuse  of  his  own  personal  rights  and  those  of  his 
wife  and  familv,  and  the  indignities  shown  him  and  them  by  the  officers  of  your  (Gov- 
ernment as  indicated,  the  undersigned  feels,  Mr.  Minister,  that  Mr.  Mossell  makes  but 
a  reasonable  demand. 

The  undersigned,  renewing  to  you,  &c., 

JOHN  MEBCER  LAN(G8TON. 


[Inoloaiire  2  in  No.  052.] 
JIfr.  MoB9ell  to  Mr.  Torres. 

Port-au-Princb,  September  30,  1883. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  statement  and  a  matter  of  fact,  which  will  inform  yon  of 
what  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of  September  in  and  around  my  house 
facing  La  Rue  Bonne  Foi,  Port-au-Prince,  Hayti ;  it  will  also  acquaint  you  of  tb« 
Acts  of  violence  which  were  perpetrated  on  myself  and  family  and  tnoseof  my  house- 
hold. 

On  the  forenoon  of  said  date  my  house  was  fired  upon,  entered  and  pillaged 
And  burned.  This  was  done  by  armed  men  acting  under  .and  obeying  the  orders  of 
the  officers  of  the  Qovemment  of  Hayti ;  it  was  done  without  the  slightest  provoca- 
tion on  my  part  or  the  part  of  my  household ;  it  was  not  done  ignoranUy  nor  throogh 
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mistake ;  it  was  not  an  accident.    It  was  done  with  intent  and  parpose,  arranged 
and  determined  beforehand. 

It  was  done  with  the  most  perfect  knowledge ;  for  example,  the  officers  of  the  Qoy^ 
emment  and  the  anthorities  in  general  knew  that  I  occupied  the  honse  in  which  I 
was  found  when  the  attack  was  made  on  my  house  and  property,  my  family,  and  my 
person. 

They  passed  by  my  honse  the  day  befbre  and  the  morning  of  the  23d,  and  declared 
to  me  on  tbeir  honor  that  if  we  remained  in  the  honse  we  would  not  be  injured. 

Not  only  did  we  not  proToke  the  attack,  but  we  did,  on  the  other  hand,  take  all  the 
precaution  possible  to  prevent  it.  We  swung  from  the  balcony  the  American  flaff» 
which  still  waves  from  the  wall  and  over  the  ruins  of  the  house  in  which  we  Uvea, 
bearing  silent  testimony  to  the  fact  that  Americans  occupied  it. 

We  have  already  said  that  our  house  was  entered,  we  repeat,  by  soldiers  armed 
with  machetes,  guns,  revolvers,  Icnives,  clubs,  and  swords;  more  than  one  hundred 
thus  armed  entered  my  house ;  they  drew  tbeir  swords  on  me ;  thev  cocked  and 
pointed  their  suns  at  me ;  they  avowed  with  uplifted  hands  and  dreadful  oaths  their 
intentions  to  kill  me;  but,  thanks  be  to  God,  through  the  intervention  of  Providence 
and  a  man  who  was  well  disposed,  we  made  our  escape  into  the  street. 

Three  persons,  however,  before  we  left  the  house,  were  shot  in  it,  viz :  Mrs.  Pizo, 
a  lady  engaged  to  remain  with  my  wife  until  after  her  confinement,  and  her  son,  both* 
Spanish  sul^^ts ;  also  another  little  boy  about  six  or  eight  years  old,  a  British  sub- 
ject, who  formerly  attended  our  day  school,  was  shot.  Be  died  from  the  effects  the 
next  day.  We  lost  everything,  house  famiture,  school  furniture,  clothes,  provis- 
ions, piano,  books.  Jewelry,  records,  and  money. 

What  they  did  not  carry  off  they  destroyed  and  burned.  As  we  were  leaving  the 
bc*OBe,  in  the  greatest  distress,  they  pulled  out  of  our  hands  small  packages  contain- 
ing valuables.  They  set  the  house  on  fire  before  it  was  possible  to  get  out  of  it,  and 
when  we  did  get  out  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  reached  the  American, 
lention. 

Myself  and  my  wife,  who  was  expecting  every  day  to  be  confined,  and  was  confined 
four  days  later,  were  abused  and  assaulted  in  the  streets ;  our  clothes  were  torn  by 
the  hands  of  soldiers. 

The  few  friendly  persons  who  were  doing  all  they  could  to  protect  us  gave  up  in 
despair  and  pushed  us  into  a  house,  where  the  door  was  open,  saying  we  can  protect 
you  no  longer.  A  few  moments  after  we  entered  the  house  the  soldiers  outside  begaa 
to  fire  on  it. 

Seeing  and  believing  that  our  persons  and  lives  were  entirely  insecure  we  resolved 
to  leave  the  house  into  which  we  had  been  thrust  for  protection  and  try,  if  possible^ 
to  reach  the  American  legation. 

On  our  way  we  were  surrounded  and  followed  by  solders  erring  for  our  blood  and 
declaring  their  intention  to  kill  us.  They  pushed  their  revolvers  in  oui  faces  and 
drew  their  machetes  ever  our  persons.  Two  different  times  I  snatched  from  my 
breast  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  violently  thrust  there  by  the  strong  arms  of  the  soldiens 
of  the  Government. 

My  wife  was  dragged  and  hauled  in  the  streets  until  her  strength  failed  her,  and 
on  reaching  the  legation  she  fell  from  sheer  exhaustion. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  at  the  present  moment  to  what  extent  both  my  wife  and 
infant  baby  have  been  iii^jured  hy  the  terrible  deeds  perpetrated  in  my  house,  and 
the  ill  treatment  she  received  in  the  streets  of  Port-au-Prince,  the  details  of  which  are 
herein  recorded. 

Bespeotfhlly  yours, 

C.  W.  M088ELL, 
MiMionar^  of  ike  A.  M,  E,  Cliurck,  and  Superinlendmt 

oftkeMi$9ion»  oftoid  Ckurok  in  HayU. 

I  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  bom  8tl^ 
June,  1849,  in  Baltimore,  Md. 

C.  W.  MOSSELL. 


Fo.225. 

Mr.  Zangstan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[So.  653.]    Legation  of  the  Fnited  States, 
Part  au  PrincCj  Eaytiy  July  22y  1884.    (Eeceived  August  6,> 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  yon  that  on  the  15th  instant  in  my 
note  of  sucli  date,  I  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Haytien  Oovem- 
ment  that  in  connection  with  the  insurrectionary  movements  occurring 
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in  this  city  on  the  22(1  and  23d  days  of  September,  1883,  Mr.  Engene 
V.  Garrido,  an  American  citizen,  was  signally  maltreated  and  abased, 
and  that  demand  in  his  behalf  for  redress  and  settlement  of  his  griev- 
ances is  demanded  in  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  as  herewith  inclosed  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Garrido,  on  this  sabject,  and  a  copy  of  my  note  addressed  to  Mr. 
St.  Victor  as  already  indicated. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  response  from  the  Haytien  Government  on 
this  matter.  Hereafter  when  received  I  shall  advise  you  thereof.  Mean- 
time, I  trust  my  action  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Garrido  will  be  approved  by 
the  Department. 


I  am,  &c., 


JOHIT  MEECER  LAN6STON. 


[Inolosnre  1  in  No.  053.] 

Mr,  Garrido  to  Mr,  Terrea. 

Consulatb-Qembral  of  the  United  States  of  Abierica. 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayti,  Ootohor  10,  1883. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  following  Ib  a  statement  of  what  I  passed  throagh  daring  the  23d 
and  23d  September  of  this  present  year,  while  at  my  post  of  dnty,  and  which  I  now 
bring  to  year  knowledge. 

On  the  22d,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  I  fonnd  myself  on  the  Bord-Lamer  on  business  of  my 
consulate-general,  when  I  was  surprised  by  the  people  crying  out  "take  up  arma!^ 
Soon  as  I  heard  those  exclamations  pronounced,  I  took  a  carnage  and  harried  to  my 
office.  I  bad  not  been  in  the  office  but  a  few  minutes  when  you  sent  Francis  reqaesting 
of  me  a  flaff  to  protect  your  private  house.  At  that  moment  our  flag  had  been  already 
hoisted  and  the  other  at  my  private  home  for  repairs.  When  I  thought  everything 
was  quiet  I  closed  the  office  and  went  for  the  flag  which  was  under  repairs  to  enable 
me  to  send  you  the  small  one  already  hoisted  in  honor  of  Mr.  Black's  death.  I  made 
but  a  few  moments'  stay.  On  my  return  I  saw  thirty  to  forty  men  of  the  Government 
well  armed  before  the  consulate  door.  When  they  saw  me  they  cried  out  "  Qui  VivL" 
I  presented  the  American  colors.  They  made  signs  for  my  advance  with  their  hands, 
and  also  said  so.  Soon  as  I  advancea  they  opened  fire  at  me  and  continaed  aboat 
tyrenty  to  thirty  minutes.  Thereupon  an  acquaintance  residing  near  by  called  me 
and  offered  me  his  house  for  my  protection.  On  entering,  a  shot  fired  by  the  Govern- 
ment troops  entered  the  very  doorway  which  I  passed.  The  distance  between  ^e 
Government  troops  and  myself  not  over  100  yards. 

Now,  my  dear  Mr.  Vice-Consul-General,  my  life  was  attempted,  and  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  disgracefully  insulted  by  a  band  of  the  most  loose  order  of  ruffians. 

I  therefore  request  at  your  hands  a  demand  requisite  both  for  me  personally,  and 
that  the  United  States  of  America's  colors  be  saluted. 

About  3  p.  m.,  seeing  the  town  somewhat  quiet,  I  went  out,  and  on  my  return  to 
the  legation  I  ascertained  my  private  house  and  all  I  possessed  were  consumed,  not 
forgetting  some  of  the  most  ancient  and  valuable  family  relics. 

bunday,  September  23.  On  this  day  my  life  was  again  trifled  with,  in  common 
words,  once  more  attempted.  From  5  o'clock  a.  m.  I  was  standing  at  the  legation 
door  doing  acts  of  charity  and  humanity  in  receiving  poor,  destitute  families  whose 
houses  were  heaped  in  ashes  and  some  still  in  flames.  Abont  1  or  2  o'clock  p.  m.  a 
band  of  ruffians  and  soldiers  of  the  Haytien  Government,  armed  with  machetes,  small 
arms,  knives,  and  poignards,  stoppea  before  the  doorway  of  the  legation.  I  saw 
coming  from  the  band  our  poor  citizen,  Mr.  Mossell,  along  with  his  wife,  being  most 
shamemlly  treated.  Soon  as  Mr.  Mossell  reached  within  the  portals  a  ^w  ladies, 
already  arrived,  were  seen  by  this  band  of  cnfflanB,  who  cried  out, ''  There  thev  are," 
and  spoke  about  the  liberal  party,  and  placing  their  guns,  machetes,  &o.,  to  my  breast, 
they  positivelv  insisting  to  pass  through  the  legation.  They  handled  me  rongblvy  I 
assure  you.  As  a  matter  of  coarse  I  made  the  necessary  resistance :  othervnse  dbey 
would  have  passed  even  through  my  body.  While  this  was  passing,  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen 
came  to  my  assistance ;  at  that  moment  General  Herard  Laforest  presented  >»<mjiiJfj 
and  at  my  request  dispersed  the  rebel  mob. 
Yery  respeotfally,  d&o., 

EUGENE  y.  GABBHK). 
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llndosare  2,  In  No.  653.] 

Mr.  Langaton  to  Mr.  St.  Victor, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Fort  au  Prtnoe,  Hayti,  July  15, 1884. 

Sib  :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  advise  yon  that  in  connection  with  the  in- 
surrectionary movement  or  events  occurring  in  Port  au  Prince  on  the  22d  and  23d 
days  of  September,  188;J,  besides  having  all  his  property  destroyed  by  Are  Mr,  Eugene 
y.  Garrido,  an  American  citizen  at  the  time  referred  to,  being  the  clerk  of  this  lega- 
tion and  consulate-general,  a  person  well  known  in  this  city,  both  as  regards  uis 
character  and  position,  was  insulted,  abused,  assaulted,  and  otherwise  maltreated  by 
officers  of  your  Grovemment  upon  the  streets,  even  up  to  the  very  doors  of  this  lega- 
tioii,  when  he  narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of  his  life.  In  bringing  this  matter  to  the 
attention  of  your  Government  and  asking  its  due  investigation  and  redress,  the  un- 
dersigned cannot  doubt  that  its  distinguished  lively  sense  of  justice  as  well  as  its 
profound  appreciation  of  the  very  great  wrong  done  Mr.  Garrido,  as  indicated,  will 
induce  its  prompt  action  in  the  case,  leading  it  to  accord  in  its  conclusion,  with  re- 
spect thereto,  the  amplest  redress  and  compensation  in  damages. 

It  would  seem  in  view  of  all  the  facts  in  this  case,  facts  showing  so  clearly  the  utter 
denial  of  every  personal  consideration,  ri^ht,  and  dignity,  even  by  the  officers  of  the 
law,  as  regards  Mr.  Garrido,  that  it  is  within  the  limits  of  reasonable  equitable  demand 
to  name  at  least  $10,000  as  the  measure  of  damages. 

The  undersigned,  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion, awaits  your  early  convenient  reply  in  the  premises. 

JOHN  MERGER  LANGSTON. 


No.  226. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Langston. 

No.  288.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  14, 1884. 

SiB:  Yonr  dispatch,  No.  651,  of  the  2l8t  of  July  last,  in  relation  to 
claims  of  American  citizens  against  Hayti,  for  losses  suftered  in  con- 
sequence of  the  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  1883,  ha«  been 
received. 

Yonr  course  in  the  matter,  as  disclosed  in  this  dispatch,  in  pursuance 
of  my  instructions  of  the  7th  of  March  last  (No.  265),  has  been  discreet 
and  sagacious,  and  meets  with  my  approval.  You  will  continue  to  ad- 
here to  that  instruction,  and  press  for  an  early  settlement  of  these  small 
claims,  amounting,  as  they  do  in  all,  to  less  than  $30,000. 

While  it  is  not  probable  that  any  other  claims  of  that  class  will  be 
brought  forward  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  you  were,  neverthe- 
less, right  in  declining  to  fix  the  22d  of  July  as  a  limitation  to  the  pres- 
entation of  such  claims. 

The  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  proposed  mixed  commission,  as  em- 
bodied in  the  memorandum  which  was  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  which  you  have  laid  before  Mr.  St.  Victor,  as  a  limitation  of 
the  presentation  of  such  claims,  seems  both  reasonable  and  just.  You 
^1,  therefore,  adhere  to  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary 
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Fo.  227. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Langsion. 

'So.  289.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  15, 1884. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch,  No.  647,  of  the  7th  instant  received.    It  relates 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Van  Bokkelen,  and  yoor  coarse  in  the  matter 
is  approved. 

Yon  intimate  that  the  adverse  decision  on  the  question  of  Mr.  Van 
Bokkelen's  right  to  make  an  assignment  of  his  property,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors  generally,  will  be  appealed  from.  The  Department 
will  await  the  result  of  that  appeal  before  considering  the  expediency 
of  addressing  to  yon  further  instructions  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary, 


No,  228. 

JIfr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  661.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Part  au  Prince^  Eaytij  August  21, 1884.    (Received  Sept.  5.) 

Sm :  Heretofore,  in  my  dispatch,  No.  651,  dated  July  21, 1884, 1  have 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  my  note, 
with  its  inclosnres,  addressed  to  Mr.  B.  St.  Victor,  on  the  15tli  July 
last,  having  reference  to  the  mode  of  settling  and  paying  of  the  claims 
of  American  citizens  connected  with  the  events  occurring  at  Port  an 
Prince  on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September,  1883.  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  transmitting,  as  herewith  inclosed,  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  Mr. 
St.  Victor  thereto  dated  July  30, 1884,  with  a  copy  of  its  inclosnre,  with 
translation  of  each. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  after  quite  a  fidl  statement  of  what  Mr.  St 
Victor  conceives  to  be  the  international  usage,  which  jnstafles  his  opinion 
that  his  Government  is  not  liable,  under  ^e  circumstances,  to  our  citi- 
zens whose  property  was  destroyed,  and  after  stating  that  he  had  be- 
lieved and  felt  that  he  had  a  right  to  believe  that  I  had  accepted  tiie 
doctrine  held  by  his  Government  on  this  subject,  and  had  tacitly  ac- 
cepted the  mode  of  settling  such  claims  proposed  by  it,  he  concludes  his 
dispatch  by  declaring  that  he  cannot  treat  us  as  a  favored  nation,  bat 
invites  attention  to  a  plan  of  agreement  which  constitutes  the  indosure 
of  his  dispatch.  In  this  plan  he  provides  for  a  mixed  commission  com- 
posed of  six  persons,  who  shall  have  certain  xK>wers  and  discharge  cer- 
tain duties  as  therein  defined  and  granted,  and  whose  findings  shall  be 
final  and  binding;  and  the  amounts  which  they  shall  award  shall  be  paid 
in  money  of  Hayti,  under  some  special  law  to  be  enacted  by  the  coip§ 
legislatif. 

In  my  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which,  dated  August  7. 1884,  is  herewith 
inclosed  and  transmitted,  I  offer  three  objections  to  his  plan :  (1)  That 
the  commission  may  not  pass  upon  the  question  of  the  nationality  or 
citizenship  of  an  American  claimant;  (2)  that  property  destroyed 
should  be  estimated  and  paid  for  in  Amencan  money  or  its  equivalent; 
and  (3)  that  a  day  fixed  and  certain  should  be  determined,  not  ex- 
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ceeding  a  reasonable  time  after  the  publication  of  the  findings  of  the 
commission,  for  the  payment  of  the  awards  which  may  be  made. 

Then,  as  yon  will  see,  I  reserve  the  full  and  entire  right  of  our  Got- 
emment  to  consider  and  rcgect  any  proposition  which,  his  Government 
may  make  with  respect  to  any  one  or  all  of  the  points  submitted. 
Hoping  that  my  course  may  receive  your  approval  in  the  premises, 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  MEECBR  LANGSTOK 


[Iholosnre  1  in  No.  001.— TntnaUtion.] 
Mr,  St,  Victor  to  Mr,  Langtton, 

Dbpaktment  of  State  of  Forkion  Rblatioks, 

Port  au  Prince^  July  30,  1884. 

Mr.  MufiBTBR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
15th  instant,  No.  273,  nnder  the  inclosure  of  which  I  received  two  memoranda  which 
yoo  had  prepared,  one  naming  the  value  of  the  losses  sustained  by  American  oitizens 
during  the  events  at  Port  au  Prince,  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  September  of  last  year,  the 
other  fixing  the  mode  which  vou  propose  for  the  settlement  of  such  indemnities. 

In  this  same  dispatch  you  declare,  1st,  that  such  reclamations  are  submitted  with- 
out prejudice  of  other  similar  ones  which  may  be  presented  in  the  future,  or  of  others 
provoked  by  insurrectionary  movements  or  events  taking  place  in  any  other  locality 
of  the  Republic,  before  or  during  the  year  1883 ;  2d,  that  your  Government  reserves 
the  right,  if  it  ^ould  wish  to  do  so,  to  employ  diplomatic  means  for  all  reclamations 
of  its  citizens  ii^ured  in  their  natural  rights  or  outraged  in  their  person  by  the  Haytien 
authorities. 

Lntemational  law  beinij  explicit  in  a  manner  clear  and  precise  upon  all  these  points. 
I  confine  myself,  Mr.  Minister,  to  giving  you  the  assurances  that  my  Government  will 
respect  the  doctaine  and  the  inrisprudence  constantly  followed  in  that  regard  by  all 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe. 

Thus  it  is  admitted  everywhere  that  Governments  are  not  responsible  for  losses  and 
damages  sustained  by  foreigners  in  case  of  civil  war,  since  sound  reason  reAises  to 
admit  that  there  is  more  protection  due  them  than  to  citizens  of  the  country,  who 
themselves  are  exposed  to  all  the  perils  of  similar  contingencies. 

There  exists  no  longer  any  controversy  of  the  above,  and  you  know  as  I,  Mr.  Min- 
ister, that  a  number  of  Governments  have  not  hesitated  for  some  time  to  consecrate 
these  principles  in  their  treaties. 

So  one  is  able  to  affin;n  to-day,  without  provoking  any  discussion  on  the  proposition, 
that  all  the  nations  of  Europe  and  of  America,  without  exception,  reject  the  indem- 
nity and  diplomatic  intervention  in  favor  of  foreigners  for  iiguries  suffered  in  case  of 
Internal  dissension. 

1  do  not  doubt  at  all  that  the  ffrand  Bepublic  which  you  represent  would  not  fail 
in  honor  to  respect  on  this  occasion,  a  doctrine  which  one  of  its  Secretaries  of  State 
has  contributed  to  establish,  to  affinn,  and  to  generalize  by  his  just  refusal  to  admit 
the  reclamations  of  Spain  in  a  riot  which  took  place  at  New  Orleans. 

As  regards  the  reserve  which  you  make  as  to  certain  acts  of  abuse  of  authority  or  of 
personal  outrage,  I  ouffht'besides  to  assure  you  that  my  Government  feels  too  deeply 
the  sense  of  duty  and  justice,  not  to  conform  itself  strictly  in  such  case  to  the  pro- 
visions of  international  law. 

1  hope,  Mr.  Minister,  that  this  declaration  of  principles  will  give  you  complete  sat- 
isfaction, so  that  we  will  not  have  again,  for  the  time,  to  return  to  the  above,  disposed 
as  we  shall  be  to  apply  it  vigorously,  in  all  its  parts,  when  the  facts  shall  be  presented 
for  our  examination. 

I  come  to  the  occurrences  at  Port  au  Prince.  You  know  as  well  as  I  do  the  consid- 
eration which  led  the  President  of  the  Republic  to  act  when  he  recognized  by  a  lauda- 
ble spontaniety,  and  without  any  diplomatic  pressure,  the  principles  of  indemnities  to 
be  accorded  to  foreigners,  victims  or  such  occurrences. 

He  had  shown  it^more  than  once  in  his  dispatches  to  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
corps,  as  well  as  in  his  conferences  which  haa  taken  place  at  the  same  time. 

It  is  not,  I  ought  to  repeat  it  here,  that  the  chief  of  state  would  recognize  the  re- 
sponsibility of  Governments  in  case  of  civil  war,  but  he  has  followed  on  this  occasion 
tne  example  of  certain  ^peat  nations  which  have  been  well  disposed  to  accord,  under 
form  of  succor,  indemnities  for  damages  sustained  in  certain  exceptional  cases  of 
internal  troubles. 

21  PR 
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It  is  Dot  then  certainly  a  precedent  to  be  invoked  in  the  fatnre  and  in  aonnd  logie, 
this  appreciation,  as  of  a  case  deternitned,  cannot  at  ail  inflnence  the  doctrine  alwre 
explained. 

It  is  necessary  now  that  I  tell  yon  in  all  candor,  Mr.  Minister,  that  I  was  painfoUj 
impressed  at  the  readins  of  yonr  dispatch  of  the  15th  instant.  I  had  a  right  to  think 
that  after  the  ten  months  which  have  passed  since  the  occurrences  at  Port  an  Prince, 
the  correspondence  which  yon  have  exchanged  with  the  President  of  the  Bepnblie, 
the  conferences  held  at  the  national  palace,  the  acceptance  of  the  bases  of  a  definite 
settlement  by  ail  the  powers  interested,  my  circalar  of  instructions  to  the  Haytieo 
commission,  whose  labors  are  well  nigh  determined,  I  had  a  right  to  think,  I  say, 
that  von  had  tacitly  accepted  onr  mode  of  procedure  whereof  you  yourself,  I  believe, 
had  trom  the  first  suggested  the  idea. 

After  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  May,  I  commenced  to  feel  the  con- 
trary, and  I  have  been  completely  disabused  in  receiving  yonr  plan  of  special  agree- 
ment for  the  American  indemnities. 

For  my  Qovemment  would  this  not  be  to  disregard  the  rules  of  international  law 
which  establishes  equality  between  the  states  if  it  take  engagement  to  settle  these 
indemnities  in  an  exceptional  manner,  and  contrary  to  all  that  which  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany,  It^tly,  Spain,  Belgium,  and  Denmark? 

If  I  accept  your  plan  of  agreement,  without  any  modification,  the  (Government  of 
these  countries,  will  they  not  be  able  to  make  reproach  against  mine  for  having  oon- 
sidered  the  United  States  as  a  privileged  nation,  and  would  they  not  in  that  respect 
be  right,  in  rejecting  this  inadmissible  procedure,  to  declare  that  the  labor  of  the 
mixed  commission  upon  the  eve  of  being  closed,  in  that  which  concerns  them,  are 
annulled,  and  to  demand  that  they  be  recommenced  upon  conditions  of  justice  md 
equality  T 

If  I  am  compelled  to  take  into  consideration  your  plan  of  agreement,  I  am  only 
able  to  admit  and  sign  it  according  to  the  bases  arranged  with  the  other  powers. 

I  have  then  the  honor  to  propose  the  counter-plan  herewith  inclosed,  which  em- 
bractfs  within  its  limits,  and  in  which  are  found  stated,  the  principle  of  law,  justice, 
equality,  and  reciprocity  which  cannot  be  possibly  rejected. 

1  will  await,  Mr.  Minister,  your  new  communications  on  this  subject,  and  I  take 
advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

The  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations : 

B.  ST.  VICTOR. 


[Inolosnre  2  in  No.  661.— TnuiaUttoo.] 
PLAN  OP   AGREEMENT 

Between  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  represented  by  Mr.  Brutus  St. 
Victor,  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations  of  the  said  republic,  of  the  one  part 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  represented  by  Mr.  John  Mercer  Langston, 
minister  resident  and  consul-general  of  the  United  States,  of  the  other  part ;  who, 
fniiiished  with  full  power  by  their  respective  Governments  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lidiing  the  mode  to  be  adopted  for  determining  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  to  be 
accorded  to  American  citizens,  victims  of  the  events  occurring  at  Port  au  Prince 
the  22(1  and  23d  September  of  the  year  1883,  have  concluded  and  signed  the  follow- 
ing agreement : 

Article  1.  All  reclamations  for  direct  damages  connected  with  the  events  at  Port 
au  Prince  of  the  22d  and  of  the  23d  Sejptember  of  the  year  1883,  presented  by  American 
citizens,  or  in  their  favor  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  CTnited  States,  shall  be  the 
subject  of  scrupulous  examination,  impartial,  and  conformed  to  international  law.  by 
a  mixed  commission  composed  of  six  members,  three  of  whom  shall  be  designated  by 
the  Govenment  of  Hayti  and  three  by  that  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  If  the  Government  of  the  United  Srates  decides  to  have  an  agent  to  appear 
before  the  commission  and  to  defend  the  interest  of  its  citizens,  that  of  Hayti  snail 
have  the  same  right  to  name  an  agent  to  defend  its. 

Art.  3.  The  commissioners  named  by  one  party  and  the  other  shall  meet  at  Port 
au  Prince  one  month  after  their  nomination,  and  shall  publish  in  the  official  journal 
of  J9ayti  a  notice  calling  the  claimants  or  their  natural  or  authorized  representativee 
to  deposit  at  the  bureau  of  the  commission  within  the  two  months  which  shall  follow 
the  publication  of  this  notice  their  reclamations  as  well  as  the  proo£i  in  their  support. 

Jlrt,  4.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  months  prescribed  no  other  reclamation  shall 
be  deposited,  the  list  of  reclamations  shall  be  definitively  concluded,  and  the  com- 
mission shall  commence  its  labors  of  investigation,  which  shall  be  finally  closed  within 
the  sixty  days  which  shall  follow  the  opening  of  said  labors. 

Art.  5.  The  mixed  commission  (which  shall  publish  itself  its  regulations  for  fixing 
the  days  and  hours  of  its  sittings^  shall  verify  first  of  all  the  nationality  of  the  claim- 
ants  who  shall  have  presented  to  it  themselves  or  by  their  natural  or  authorized  repre> 
aentatives,  according  to  American  law,  all  the  proofs  thereto  necessary. 
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It  shall  exerotse  a  right  of  inquiry  without  limit,  inform  itself  at  the  sonroes  the 
moat  frnitfhl  and  the  most  pnre,  call  and  interrogate  witnesses,  demand  of  public 
administrations  documents  which  are  necensary  for  it,  understand  the  facts  of  the 
reclamation,  order  the  dex>osit  of  instruments,  arm  itself  finally  with  all  the  means  of 
an  indisputable  estimation  of  damages,  and  decide  that  which  is  right. 

AsT.  6.  The  commission  shall  Judge  in  last  resort  and  without  appeal.  , 

Art.  7.  Every  decision  shall  be  taken  upon  a  majoritv  of  votes.  In  case  of  equality 
of  votes  the  oommission  shall  inform  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  relations  of 
Hajti  and  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  thereof^  who  shall  provide  by 
nomination  a  referee  who  shall  decide  upon  the  case. 

Abt.  8.  This  referee  shall  be  chosen  among  the  members  of  the  consular  corps  at  Port 
aa-Prince,  and  if  the  two  Governments  cannot  agree  upon  the  choice  to  be  made,  he 
shall  be  designated  by  lot. 

Art.  9.  The  Judgment  to  be  pronounced  in  each  case  shall  be  stated  in  writing,  the 
sum  to  be  paid  shall  be  expressed  in  money  of  Hayti,  and  delivered  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  to  those  having  right  to  it,  according  to  the  case,  after 
the  mode  which  shall  be  determined  in  that  regard  by  the  legislative  assembly  of 
Hayti  in  a  special  law. 

Art.  10.  The  expenses  of  the  commission,  the  allowances  to  the  commissioners,  as 
well  as  the  recompense  to  a  Hecn^tarj-  familiar  with  the  French  and  English  iMiguagea, 
shall  be  paid  by  a  percentage  deducted  from  the  sum  of  the  indemnities  aooordea. 

Art.  11.  The  two  Governments  of  Hayti  and  the  United  States  agree  to  accept  as 
goody  valid,  and  definitive  the  decisions  of  the  commission  which  shall  be  stated  in  a 
ffeneral  report  made  in  duplicate,  to  be  delivered,  one  to  the  secretary  of  state  of 
n«eign  relations  of  Hayti  and  the  other  to  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States. 


^Ineloaare  8  in  Ko.  861.] 

Mr,  Langiion  to  Mr.  Si,  Victor, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 
Fort  au  iVtaos,  Hayti  Augu»t  7,  1884. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  dated  July  30,  last,  received  on 
the  Slst,  having  reference  to  the  indemnities  to  be  granted  to  American  citieens  sus- 
taining losses  in  connection  with  the  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September, 
1883,  at  Port  au  Prince,  with  Its  inclosures^  without  accepting  or  denving  any  prin- 
ciple of  international  regulation  or  usage  discussed  b^  you  therein,  and  reserving  all 
rights  which  may  appertain  to  any  American  citizen  m  that  behalf,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that,  wishing  to  agree  with  you  as  to  the  mode  of  settling  by  mixed  commis- 
sion the  losses  referred  to,  I  wish  to  submit  three  matters  with  respect  to  which  there 
seems  to  be  disagreement  between  yon  and  myself. 

I.  I  cannot  consent  to  have  a  commission  which  may  be  organized,  decide  upon  the 
quesition  of  the  nationality  or  citizenship  of  an  American  claimant.  Such  fact  is  a 
matter  for  decision  of  my  own  Government. 

3.  The  value  of  any  property  destroyed  as  indicated  which  may  become  the  subject 
of  investigation  and  consideration  by  the  commission  should  be  estimated  and  paid 
for  in  American  money,  or  its  equivalent. 

3.  A  day  fixed  and  certain,  not  exceeding  a  reasonable  period  from  the  date  of  the 
publication  of  the  findings  of  the  commission,  should  be  determined  as  the  time  when 
your  Government  will  pa^  the  awards  which  may  be  made  against  it. 

While  reserving,  Bir.  Mmister,  the  full  and  entire  right  of  my  Government  to  consider 
and  reject  any  proposition  which  your  Government  may  make  with  respect  to  all  or 
any  one  of  the  points  herein  submitted  for  your  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
ask  your  immediate  considerate  reply  thereupon. 
Henewing  to  yon,  &,e., 

JOHN  MEECEE  LANGSTON. 


No.  229. 

Mr.  Langstan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 
No.  662.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Hayti,  August  21, 1884.    (Received  Sept.  6.) 
SiB:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit,  as  herewith  inclosed,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  which  has  np  to  this  date  passed  between  this  legation 
and  the  Haytien  Government  with  regard  to  the  abase  and  maltreat- 
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ment  of  Bev.  G.  W.  Mossell,  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1883,  and 
his  demand  therefor. 

Yon  will  find  among  the  inclosures  hereof  first  a  copy  of  the  dispatcli 
of  Hon.  B.  Saint  Victor,  dated  Jaly  29, 1884,  with  its  translatifHi,  iB 
which  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
already  transmitted  to  the  Department,  and,  after  regretting  that  this 
matter  had  not  at  once  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  his  Oovem- 
ment,  expresses  his  willingness  to  investigate  it  properly,  and  do  that 
with  respect  to  reparation  in  the  premises  which  may  be  sanctioned  by 
international  law. 

Yon  will  find  next  among  the  inclosures  of  this  dispatch  two  dis- 
patches, dated  respectively  August  7  and  13, 1884,  addressed  by  me, 
according  to  their  dates,  to  Mr.  St.  Victor.  In  the  first  I  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  his  dispatch,  thank  him  for  the  kindly  spirit  he  ex- 
hibits with  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the  case,  remind  him  that  he 
has  already  the  statement  of  Mr.  Mossell,  as  presented  in  my  first  dis- 

Satch,  on  the  subject,  but  promise  that  he  shall  hear  from  me  more 
illy  with  respect  thereto  at  an  early  day.  Accordingly,  on  the  13Ui 
instant  I  write  him  my  second  dispatch,  in  which  I  set  out,  in  precise 
and  detailed  manner,  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr.  Mossell  and  his 
family ;  their  relations  to  and  Christian  benevolent  labors  for  the  com- 
munity :  their  success  in  the  building  of  a  church  in  Port  au  Prince  and 
estabUsning  a  school ;  claiming  that  their  loyalty  to  the  present  admin- 
istration of  the  government  and  country  cannot  be  denied,  nor  tiieir 
presence  and  influence  in  Hayti  be  regarded  as  any  otherwise  than 
desirable  and  beneficial;  and,  after  stating  quite  at  length  the  abuse 
and  maltreatment  of  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family  at  their  home,  along 
the  streets,  to  the  very  doors  of  this  legation,  I  refer  Mr.  St  Victor 
to  persons  well  known  in  this  city  with  whom  he  might  confer,  should 
he  desire,  with  reference  to  the  facts  of  the  case  as  presented. 

As  I  have  investigated  this  case,  and  I  have  done  so  with  great  care, 
I  have  been  led  to  regard  it  in  the  light  of  the  facts  i)ertaining  to  it  as 
an  aggravated  and  outrageous  affair,  for  which  the  Grovemment  of 
Hayti,  under  the  circumstances,  should  be  held  to  strict  and  tlioroagh 
accountability,  and  generous  and  liberal  reparation. 
1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MBECEE  LAKGSTON. 


f  Inolotiire  1  in  Ko.  662.— TranBlatUm.] 

Mr.  Victor  to  Mr,  Langiton, 

Dbpabtmknt  of  State  of  Forbigk  Rbultions^ 

Port  au  PHnoe,  Hayti,  July  29,  1884. 

Mr.  Minister  :  Yoa  adviee  me  for  the  first  time  of  your  dispatch  of  the  15th  July, 
No.  274,  about  ten  moDths  after  the  events  took  place  at  Port  aa  Prince,  in  September 
of  last  year,  that  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
had  been,  with  his  family,  insulted,  outraged,  assaulted,  maltreated  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  23d  of  September  b^  the  irritated  populace  and  the  authorities  of  the  place  up 
if)  the  doors  of  your  legation,  where  he  found  refuge. 

I  ought  to  regret,  first  of  all,  that  this  notice  should  have  come  so  tardily  to  the 
Government,  being  persuaded  that  an  Immediate  inquiry  made  the  next  day  after 
the  events  would  have  been  more  efficacious  than  that  which  you  demand  now. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Minister,  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  occupy  myself  thereof,  for  it 
alone,  according  to  my  judgment,  is  able  to  establish  after  an  impartial  manner  the 
nature,  the  sum  of  the  damages,  and  the  amount  of  a  just  reparation,  if  there  be  any 
to  be  accorded  by  international  law. 
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ETery  amount  fixed  without  such  previouB  examinatioD,  resting  upon  no  founda- 
tion, appears  to  me  to  be  arbitrary. 

The  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell  is  able,  without  doubt,  to  put  us  in  the  wav  to  indicate,  for 
example,  the  persons  to  question  upon  the  bad  treatment  of  which  he  complains,  to 
fiimiah  us  so  the  first  and  principal  elements  of  an  inquiry  which  my  Government  is 
ready  to  prosecute  to  the  end,  in  order  that  li^ht  may  be  cast  upon  the  facts  which 
rnterestdd  passion  never  ceases  to  exaggerate  in  moments  of  civil  troubles  which  ag- 
gravate a  oounti^. 

Before,  then,  giving  you  upon  the  question  an  opinion,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  you 
to  question  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell  upon  the  points  which  I  have  indicated  to  you 
above,  and  to  accept  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Minister,  the  assurances,  &c. 

B.  ST.  VICTOR. 


Llnoloeure  2  in  No.  662.] 

Mr,  Lang9ton  to  Mr,  St,  Victor, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Port  a»  PHnoe,  Hayii,  August  7,  1884. 
Sib:  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  re- 
eeived  on  the  Slst,  I  have  the  honor,  after  thanking  you  for  the  kindlv  spirit  in  which 
yon  would  seem  to  meet  me  in  the  consideration  of  the  matter  of  the  maltreatment 
and  abuse  of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1883,  to  advise  yon 
that  I  shall  at  an  early  day,  have  occasion  to  communicate  with  ^on  still  further  with 
legrard  to  such  matter.  Meantime  I  be^  to  remind  you  that  in  bringing  to  your  atten- 
tion the  statement  of  Mr.  Mossell,  with  regard  thereto,  which  can  oe  abundantly 
substantiated,  his  case  as  far  as  his  demand  is  concerned  is  pratically  made. 
Renewing  to  you,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


[Inolosnre  3  Id  No.  662.] 

Mr,  LangBton  to  Mr,  Vietor, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  August  13,  1884. 
Sib:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  287,  addressed  to  you  on  the  7th  Instant,  having 
reference  to  the  case  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Mossell,  1  have  the  nonor,  in  accordance  with  my 
promise,  to  state  farther  in  regard  to  such  case  that  Mr.  Mossell,  a  Christian  Protest- 
ant miasionary,  residing  and  laboring  in  the  city  of  Port  au  Prince  and  the  neighbor- 
ing country  as  preacher  and  teacher  for  the  past  eight  years,  supported  entirely  by 
Christian  niends,  residents  of  the  United  States  of  America  interested  in  him  and  his 
work  in  this  country,  has,  not  only  by  his  devoted  and  laborious  earnest  missionary 
life  among  your  people,  but  by  many  special  patriotic  acts  of  self-sacrifice,  shown 
him^tilf  the  intelligent  and  constant  friend  of  the  present  administration  of  yoiirGk>v- 
emment  and  the  country.  A  man  of  sound  and  general  education,  of  rare  christian 
culture  and  devotion,  he  foond  his  desires  and  aspirations  satisfied  in  his  labors,  freely 
and  ^i*A<^iously  given,  even  under  the  most  difficult  and  trying  circumstances  at  times, 
for  tbe  religious  and  educational  elevation  and  advancement  of  such  of  our  people 
and  youth  as  happen  to  come  within  the  circle  of  his  influence.  Thus  he  found  him- 
self laboring  in  his  own  house,  with  his  wife,  a  pious,  cultured,  devoted,  self-sacrificing 
peTBOD,  remarkable  for  her  efficiency  and  success  both  as  a  teacher  and  missionary, 
when,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1883,  his  home,  in  which  tbe  family  of  the  late  hon- 
orable Edward  Pinckombe,  had,  at  the  time,  found  hospitable,  cordial,  Christian 
shelter,  was  entered  again  and  again,  first  by  officers  and  soldiers  and  policemen  of 
your  Government,  who  in  rudest  manner,  demanded  to  know  who  was  there,  searched 
in  every  part  to  find  out  who  was  there,  and,  for  the  considerate  and  respectful  treat- 
ment accorded  them  by  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family,  who  declared  that  they  were  all 
Americans  and  friendly  and  loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  country,  Insulted,  threat- 
ened, and  maltreated  them.  And  finaUy  when  the  Pinckombe  family,  well  known  to 
be  in  Mr.  Mossell's  house,  had  been  sent  for  some  three  times  by  officers  of  the  Gov- 
emment  and  others,  and  was  at  last  conducted  thence  by  an  aid-de-camp  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  he  stated,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  such  officer  refusing  in  positive  and  offen- 
sive  terms  protection  or  aid  to  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family,  ^ven  to  his  wife,  at  the 
time  in  the  most  delicate,  feeble,  and  helpless  condition,  though  demanded,  implored, 
especially  for  his  wife  in  the  condition  indicated,  and  his  child,  the  house  was  entered, 
in  tbe  presence  and  through  the  influence  of  officers  of  your  Government,  by  armed 
soldiery  and  police,  who  abusing  and  maltreating,  as  it  would  seem  with  renewed 
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deyilish  purpose,  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family,  not  sparing  his  wife  nor  his  little  girl, 
threatening  to  shoot  and  kill  them,  and  to  such  end  nsing  their  pistols,  guns,  ana 
swords  in  the  most  frightf  al  barbarous  way  against  the  person,  the  face,  the  head, 
and  body  of  Mr.  MoeseU  and  in  the  midst  of  the  family,  finally  thiowiug  kerosene  oil 
about  the  floors,  stairways,  doors,  and  woodwork  of  the  house,  set  it  on  fire  and  thus 
with  smoke  and  flames  and  threats  of  violence  drove  Mr.  MoeseU  and  his  &mily  out 
of  his  house,  fh>m  the  gallery  of  which  floated  at  the  time  his  American  flag,  into  the 
street,  where  as  he  attempted  to  make  his  way  with  his  wife,  whom  he  sought  specially 
to  protect  with  his  family,  to  this  legation,  be  and  they  were  still  abused,  maltreated, 
threatened,  assaulted,  by  the  same  parties,  even  to  the  very  doors  of  the  legation, 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mossell,  after  some  two  hours  of  desperate  struggle  over  every 
inch  of  the  way,  with  their  child  and  other  members  of  tneir  family  lost  from  them, 
arrived,  escaping  barely  with  their  lives  through  the  energetic  and  manly  conduct 
of  one  or  two  friends,  who  were  good  enough  to  aid  them  somewhat  on  the  way,  and 
Mr.  Qarrido  on  their  arrival. 

The  facts,  in  this  case  Mr.  Minister,  are  imperfectly  stated  by  me ;  the  aggravation 
and  torment  of  the  incidents  so  causeless  and  outrageous,  connected  with  it,  cannot 
be  described. 

The  parties,  too,  Mr.  Minister,  to  this  case  are  well  known  both  by  their  good  name 
and  labors  in  this  city  and  country.  And  when  we  consider  the  work  which  they  have 
already  accomplished  among  your  people  in  the  erection  of  a  modest  but  excellent 
church  structure,  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  this  city ;  the  maintenance  and 
conduct  of  a  large  and  respectable  congregation  of  orderly  worshippers  assembling 
regularly  therein;  and  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  flourishing  day-achoo^ 
numberinff  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  saa  events  referred  to,  quite  one  hun- 
dred pupib,  all  taught  free  of  charge,  and  without  distinction  of  any  sort,  we  may 
not  doubt  as  to  their  loyalty  and  devotion  to  your  Gtovemment  and  country,  nor  as 
to  the  value  and  influence  of  their  presence  in  your  midst. 

But  I  do  not  d  well  upon  such  considerations.  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family  are  American 
citizens  residing  in  this  country,  pursuing  an  honest,  orderly  manner  of  life;  and  in- 
stead of  abuse,  maltreatment,  tmreats,  assaults,  and  outrages,  they  are  entitled  to  due 
consideration,  respectful  considerate  treatment  and  protection  certainly  from  officers, 
soldiers,  and  policemen  of  the  Gtovemment. 

The  statements  made^  Mr.  Minister,  as  regards  this  case  are,  as  you  must  perceive, 
susceptible  of  the  easiest  confirmation.  I  have  indicated  to  you  herein  already 
sources  of  information  with  relation  thereto.  Mr.  Mossell  and  his  family  were  out- 
raged, as  stated,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2?d  day  of  September,  18K),  at  his  house 
near  the  comer  of  Rue  Boune-Foi  and  Grande-Rue:  and  as  they  left  there  along  Rue 
Bonne-Foi  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Etheart  in  the  Rue  au  Center,  which  they  entered  for 
a  few  moments,  but  in  hopeless  protection  against  their  pursuers;  thence  they  were 
forced  to  return  and  go  up  Rue  Bonne-Foi  to  Rue  de  la  Croix,  along  the  last  named 
street  to  Rue  des  Miracles,  down  this  street  to  Rue  du  Center,  and  thence  to  this 
office;  makiuff  their  way  as  best  they  might  in  the  presence  of  and  against  a  large 
and  formidabfo  concourse  of  people.  The  outrage  upon  them  was  perpetrated  in  the 
presence  of  a  multitude. 

Mr.  Mossell  himself,  Mrs.  Mossell,  their  fHends,  Messrs.  Thomas  M.  Brown,  Geor^ 
L.  Brown,  Francois  Brown,  Miss  Y.  G.  Brown,  Mrs.  J.  Puzo,  and  Miss  Alice  Bordie, 
and  Messrs.  Van  Bokkelen  and  Garrido,  not  to  name  others,  who  were  eye-witnesses 
of  the  occurrences  mentioned,  know  all  about  the  insults,  abuses,  and  outrages,  ex- 
perienced as  stated  by  this  Christian  missionary  American  family. 

I  hope,  now,  Mr.  Minister,  that  this  case  will  command  the  immediate  serious  and 
Just  consideration  of  your  Government,  and  that  its  definite  Just  solution  and  settle- 
ment may  be  concluded  without  unnecessary  delay. 
Renewing  to  you,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


No.  230. 

Mr.  Lcmgaton  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

663.]  Legation  op  the  TJnitbd  States, 

Port  au  Prince^  Eaytij  August  27, 1884.    (Received  Sept.  12.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department,  as  herewith 
inclosed,  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
29th  ultimo  between  this  legation  and  the  Haytien  Government  with 
regard  to  the  reclamation  of  Mr.  Eugene  V.  Garrido. 
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A  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  Mr.  B.  St. 
Victor,  dated  Jnly  29, 1884,  with  translation,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  honorable  secretary  expresses  in  his  dispatch,  while  he  signifies 
his  regret  that  the  matter  was  not  sooner  brought  to  his  attention,  his 
willingness  to  give  it  his  earnest  and  thorough  investigation,  promising 
to  do  in  the  premises  what  international  law  may  justify.  In  my  dis- 
patch of  the  1st  instant,  a  copy  of  which  Is  herewith  inclosed,  after 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  first  mentioned,  assuring  him  that 
time  has  been  taken  to  investigate  the  case,  thanking  him  for  the  kindly 
spirit  which  he  exhibits  with  respect  to  its  consideration,  1  promised  to 
let  him  hear  from  me  again  at  an  early  day  touching  the  subject.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  13th  instant,  I  wrote  him,  stating  more  fully  and  with 
greater  particularity  as  to  time  and  place  and  circumstances  of  the 
abuse  and  outrage  shown  Mr.  Garrido,  indicating  at  the  same  time  the 
names  of  persons  of  whom  Mr.  B.  St.  Victor  may  require  concerning 
the  case,  should  he  desire  to  do  so. 

A  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  such  date  and  to  such  effect  is  herewith 
inclosed.  To  both  of  these  dispatches  I  await  the  reply  of  Mr.  B.  St. 
Victor. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


flndosnre  1  in  No.  868.— TniMlatiOD.] 

Mr.  SU  Victor  to  Mr,  Langiton. 

Departmbnt  of  State  of  Forbion  Krlations, 

Port  au  Prince,  Julg  29,  1884. 

Mr.  Minister:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  dispatch  of  Jnly 
15  last,  in  which  yoo  bring  for  the  first  time  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
abont  two  months  after  the  events  took  place  at  the  capital,  the  22d  and  23d  Septem- 
ber of  last  year,  that  during  their  occarrence  Mr.  Engene  V.  Garrido,  American 
citizen,  secretary  of  the  United  States  legation,  had  been  insulted,  outraged,  as- 
saulted, and  maltreated  by  the  officers  of  the  GoTemraent  in  the  streets,  and  even  to 
the  doors  of  your  legation,  where  he  was  able  to  escape  barely  with  his  life. 

Permit  me  to  express  to  you  first,  Mr.  Minister,  the  regret  that  this  information 
should  have  reached  the  Government  so  tardily,  for  I  am  positive  that  an  inqnirv 
had  the  day  after  the  events  would  have  proved  more  efficacious  than  that  which 
yoQ  now  propose. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  occupy  mysolf  with  such  inquiry  which  alone, 
according  to  my  judgment,  is  aule  to  establish  in  au  impartial  manner  the  nature, 
the  extent  of  the  damages,  and  the  amount  of  a  Just  reparation,  if  there  be  any  to 
accord,  according  to  international  law. 

Any  amount  fixed  without  such  prior  examination,  resting  upon  no  foundation,  ap*- 
peara  to  me  to  be  arbitrary. 

Mr.  Eugene  Y.  Garrido  is,  without  doubt,  able  to  put  us  on  the  track  indicated  to 
us,  for  instance,  the  person  to  be  questioned  upon  the  bad  treatment  of  which  he 
complains,  furnishing  us  thus  the  first  and  indispensable  elements  of  an  inquiry  which 
my  Government  is  interested  in  prosecuting  to  the  end,  in  order  to  throw  light  upon 
acts  which  interested  passion  never  fails  to  exaggerate  in  momenta  of  civil  troubles 
which  agitate  a  country. 

Before  giving,  then,  any  opinion  on  the  question  which  occupies  us,  I  pray  you  to 
be  good  enough  and  question  Mr.  Garrido  upon  the  points  which  I  have  indicated 
here  above. 

Be  pleased,  <&o  , 

B.  ST.  VICTOR. 
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[Inoloaare  2  hi  No.  MS.] 

Mr,  Langston  to  Mr.  8t,  Victor, 

Legation  of  thb  Umitbd  States, 
Port  au  Prinoe,  JSayti,  August  7, 1864. 
Sir:  Acknowledgiag  the  receipt  of  yoar  dispatch  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  received 
on  the  3l8t,  conoerning  the  matter  of  the  maltreatment  of  Mr.  Eagene  V.  Garrido, 
an  American,  I  have  the  honor  to  sav  to  yon  that  this  o^ase  has  heen  made  the  sabjeet 
of  serions,  and  earnest,  and  thoronga  investigation  by  this  legation,  and  fall  oppor- 
tunity and  time  having  been  taken  and  employed  in  that  behalf^  it  has  been  brought 
to  your  attention,  that  you  might  duly  investigate,  consider,  and  settle  it. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kindly  spirit  in  which  you  meet  me  with  regard  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  very  serious  affair,  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  y^u  that  at  an  earlv 
day  I  shall  have  occasion  to  communicate  with  you  again  thereupon.  Meantime, 
Mr.  Minister,  I  would  beg  you  to  understand  that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Garrido,  the 
substance  of  which  1  have  already  submitted  to  'you,  is  abundantly  capable  of  the 
fullest  support,  since  he  was  maltreated  in  the  puulic  streets,  and  in  the  presence  of 
a  crowd  of  witnesses.  It  will  not  be  difficult,  Mr.  Minister,  for  you  to  find  upon  due 
examination  that  his  statements  as  to  his  abuse  are  entirely  true. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANG8TON. 

flnolosnre  3  in  No.  663.] 

Mr,  Langston  to  Mr,  St,  Victor, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Port  au  PHncCy  HayH,  August  13,  1884. 

Sir:  Heferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  286,  addressed  to  you  on  the  7th  instant,  having 
reference  to  abuse  and  maltreatment  of  Mr.  Eugene  V.  Garrido,  on  the  22d  and  23d 
days  of  September,  1683, 1  have  the  honor,  for  your  convenience  of  investigation  with 
regard  thereto,  to  state  with  greater  particularity  and  fullness  the  facts  as  respects 
the  circumstances  of  place  and  time  tnereof : 

It  was  about  noon,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1883,  when  Dr.  J.  B.  Torres,  vice-con- 
sul-general of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  that  time  in  charge  of  this  office  dnr- 
ine  my  absence,  sent  to  Mr.  Garrido,  then  acting  as  a  clerk  in  the  legation  and  oon- 
si]£kte-general,  for  a  United  States  flag,  for  use  at  his  residence.  The  flag  which  was 
to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Torres  was  at  the  time  being  repaired  at  Mr.  Garrido's  house,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city.  Not  having  a  boy  at  hand  to  send  for  it,  Mr.  Garrido  went 
for  it  himself.  He  reached  his  home,  secured  the  flag,  and  was  returning  with  it  in 
his  hands.  When  he  reached  the  Rue  des  Miracles,  on  bis  way  back  to  the  office,  he 
saw  in  front  of  him,  a  short  distance  down  the  rue  du  Centre,  some  30  or  40  well- 
armed  men  of  the  Government,  who  cried  qui  vive,  at  first.  When  the  flag  carried  by 
him  was  presented  to  them,  they  beckoned  to  him  to  come  ;  he  advanced,  and  they 
immediately  opened  fire  upon  him,  following  him  as  he  retreated  back  under  the  gal- 
lery of  the  house  of  Mr.  S.  Kouzier,  in  the  Rue  du  Centre,  and  from  there  still  bacK  to 
the  house  of  Dr.  Branch,  which  he  entered,  situated  upon  the  southwest  comer  of  Roe 
du  Centre  and  Bourse  Foi.  In  this  house,  through  tbe  kindness  of  its  occupant,  Mr. 
Garrido  was  obliged  to  remain  for  a  long  time  sheltered  against  these  soldiers,  who, 
firing  thereupon  as  he  entered,  came  near  overtaking  him  and  his  rescuer  by  their 
shot ;  in  fact.  Dr.  Branch  was  slightly  wounded.  Mr.  Garrido  must  have  been  well 
known  to  the  persons  who  made  such  demonstrations  of  violence  and  outrage  against 
him,  and  it  requires  the  largest  possible  degree  of  charity  to  imagine  that  they  did 
not  know  his  position  in  connection  with  this  office. 

But  on  the  23d  day  of  the  same  month,  as  Mr.  Garrido  was  engaged  at  the  door  of 
this  legation  in  the  performance  of  duties  which  properly  enoufh  commanded  his  at- 
tention under  the  circumstances,  he  was,  between  1  and  2  o'c&ck  in  the  afternoon, 
again  maltreated  and  abused,  being  insulted  and  roughly  handled  by  a  crowd  of 
soldiers,  firom  whose  violence  he  was  finally  saved  through  the  good  offioee  of  Mr.  C. 
A.  Van  Bokkelen,  who  called  General  Herard  Laforest,  who  happened  to  be  passing 
at  the  time,  and  who,  with  the  greatest  and  most  violent  exertions,  dispersed  the 
crowd. 

The  facts  as  here  detailed,  Mr.  Minister,  sustained,  by  the  solemn  declaration  of 
Mr.  Garrido  himself,  supported  by  the  statement  of  many  others,  are  not  difficult  of 
comprehension,  are  easily  substantiated,  and  support  in  the  clearest  manner  the  de- 
mand which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  already  in  his  behalf.  I  tmst  this  case 
may  now  command,  Mr.  Minister,  your  immediate  consideration  and  its  solution  and 
settlement  be  determined  at  a  very  early  day. 
I  am,  ^c, 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 

Digitized  by  V3*^V7V  iv^ 


HATTI.  329 

No.  231. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Langston. 

No.  300.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  1, 1884. 

Sm:  Mr.  W.  K.  Van  Bokkelen,  father  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Van  Bokkelen, 
whose  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Port  an  Prince  for  debt  has  been 
the  subject  of  recent  correspondence  with  your  legation,  naturally 
shows  the  g^reatest  solicitude  for  his  son,  and  frequently  addresses  the 
Department  in  his  behalf,  while  your  No.  647  ot  July  7  last,  in  giving 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  case,  said  that  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen's  health 
was  not  very  good,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  you  had  succeeded 
in  having  him  removed  from  the  jail  to  the  military  hospital.  ♦ 

I  am  constrained,  therefore,  to  inquire  whether  the  appeal  foreshad- 
owed in  your  No.  647  has  been  taken,  and,  if  so,  whether  the  decision 
of  the  court  of  cassation  has  been  rendered.  If  not,  and  Mr.  Van  Bok- 
kelen is  still  in  confinement,  you  will  take  every  proper  step  to  obtain 
bis  immediate  release. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEK 


ISo.  232. 
Mr,  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  680.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Port  au  PHncej  Hayti^  Oct.  30, 1884.    (Received  Nov.  14.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  as  herewith  inclosed,  with  its 
translation,  severally,  a  copy  of  the  law,  proposed  by  the  President 
and  passed,  on  the  3d  instant,  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Hayti, 
with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  indemnities  connected  with  events 
of  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September,  1883,  at  Port  au  Prince,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  official  section  of  Le  Moniteur  of  Saturday,  October  18, 
1884. 

This  law  recognizes  a  debt  against  the  state  for  the  payment  of  in- 
demnities, as  therein  prescribed,  amounting  to  $588,418. 

This  sum  is  to  be  paid  upon  coupons  of  indemnity  commencing  with 
November  30  next,  when  $98,069.16  shall  be  paid:  and  thereafter  on 
September  30  of  each  year,  1886,  1887,  1888, 1889,  fend  1890,  one-sixth 
of  the  amount  remaining  shall  be  paid. 

The  amount  is  to  be  raised,  as  provided,  by  a  surtax  of  10  per  cent, 
on  exports,  which  is  to  be  collected  according  to  existing  laws.  Any 
annual  surplus  shall  be  carried  to  following  year,  to  be  employed  for 
the  purpose  named,  or  to  pay  the  claims  of  any  persons  whose  right  has 
not  yet  been  determined. 

It  is  provided  in  the  last  two  articles  of  the  law  that  the  reports  of  the 
commissions,  the  documents  and  the  diplomatic  correspondence  pertain- 
ing to  the  claims  shall  be  published,  and  that  its  provisions  shall  be 
executed  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations  and  of  finances  as 
regards  that  which  concerns  t^e  one  and  the  other. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  article  1st  of  the  law  that  the  indemnities 
specifically  mentioned  as  having  been  verified  and  admitted  are  the 
English,  German,  Belgian,  Danish,  French,  and  Spanish. 

Ours  have  not  as  yet  been  settled,  as  up  to  this  time  I  have  refused  to 
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accept  the  terms  of  settlement  offered  by  the  Haytien  Government.  It 
has  been  stated  to  me,  however,  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  re- 
lations that  the  appropriation  is  ample  to  include  our  claims  when  set- 
tled as  his  Government  pro|>ose8. 

It  has  been  stated  also  that  the  representatives,  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular, of  the  several  nations  mentioned  in  the  law  are  not  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  settlement  as  far  as  the  term  of  six  years  for  the  payment  of 
the  indemnity  is  concerned.  In  fact,  the  gentleman  who  is  at  present 
representing  the  English  Government  has  made  written  formal  protest 
against  it.  I  await  the  result  thereof,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  shall  in- 
sist upon  the  settlement  and  payment  of  our  claims  in  the  manner  here- 
tofore demanded  of  this  Government,  and  of  which  I  have  fully  advised 
you. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 


[Incloeure  iu  No.  680.— TraiiBlatioD.  J 
Law, 

SALOMON,  PRESIDENT  OF  HATH. 

Wheroas  it  is  necessary  to  reguJate  in  an  equitable  manner  the  indemnities  agreed 
by  the  mixed  commission  in  connection  with  the  events  of  Port  an  Prince  of  the  32d 
and  the  23d  of  September  of  the  year  1H83,  npon  the  proposition  of  the  secretary  of 
state  of  foreign  relations,  and  npon  the  advice  of  the  conncil  of  secretaries  of  state, 
has  proposed  and  the  legislative  body  has  enacted  the  following  law : 

Article  1.  The  snm  of  $588,418  (eoardes),  the  amount  of  the  English,  Qerman, 
Belgian,  Danish,  French,  and  Spaoisn  indemnities  already  verified  and  admitted  by 
the  mixed  commissions  conformably  to  the  table  annexed  to  the  present  law,  shaU  be 
recognized  as  the  debt  of  the  state. 

Art.  2.  There  shall  be  delivered  to  those  having  the  right  thereto  six  equal  eoapons 
of  indemnities  at  maturities  fixed  at  the  30th  November  of  this  year  and  the  30th  Bep- 
tember  of  each  of  the  years  1886,  1887,  1888,  1889,  and  1890. 

An  ulterior  reflation  of  the  public  administration  shall  determine  the  drawing, 
the  modes  of  deliverv,  and  of  withdrawal  as  weU  as  the  signers  of  these  bills. 

Art.  3.  There  shall  be  open  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  relations,  in  the 
budget  of  the  year  lH84-'85,  a  credit  of  |98,0(j9.16  (goudes)  for  the  payment  of  the 
maturity  of  the  30th  November  next. 

Art.  4.  This  sum  shall  be  covered  by  an  additional  duty  of  10  per  ce^t.  npon  exports, 
which  shall  be  collected  conformably  to  the  existing  laws. 

Art.  5.  The  proceeds  of  thiH  surtax  shall  be  specially  set  apart  to  the  payment  of 
the  bonds  of  indemnities,  and  the  annual  surplus,  if  there  be  any,  shall  be  carried  to 
the  following  year,  to  be  employed  in  like  manner,  or  to  indemnify  claimants  whose 
right  has  not  been  determined  up  to  this  time. 

Art.  6.  Publicity  shall  be  immediately  given  as  well  to  the  reports  of  the  mixed 
commissions  as  to  the  documents  relating  thereto,  and  to  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence pertaining  to  such  indemnities. 

Art.  7.  The  secretary  of  state  of  foreign  relations  and  the  one  of  finances  shall  be 
charged  each  in  that  which  concerns  him  with  the  execution  of  the  present  law. 

Done  at  the  Chamber  of  Representatives,  at  Port  an  Prince,  the  3d  of  October,  1864, 
the  eighty-first  year  of  Independence. 


No.  233. 

Mr.  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  683.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Port  au  Prince,  Hayti,  Nov.  8, 1884.    (Received  Nov.  21.) 
Sib  :  Beferring  to  your  dispatch  No.  300,  dated  October  1,  1884,  re- 
lating to  the  case  of  Mr.  0.  A.  Vaa  Bokkelen,  now  pending  in  the  ooort 
of  cassation,  by  appeal  on  his  own  action,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
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I  have  firom  the  first  done  all  I  could  consistently  to  conserve  and  ad- 
vance Mr.  Van  Bokkelen's  interests  in  connection  with  the  suits  upon 
Uie  judgments  of  which  he  is  now  imprisoned — confined  in  the  military 
hospital  of  this  city — but  since  I  received  your  instruction,  on  the  22d 
ultimo,  to  do  all  in  my  power  practicable  to  secure  his  immediate  re- 
lease, I  have,  through  the  kindness  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  state 
of  foreign  relations,  had  an  interview  with  the  honorable  secretary  of 
state  of  justice  with  regard  to  the  case,  the  law  questions  involved  in 
its  consideration  and  decision  as  respects  our  treaty  with  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  rights  of  American  citizens  residing  in  this  country  and 
doing  business  here,  and  the  importance  of  having  the  case  heard  and 
determined  at  once,  thus  securing  the  speedy  release  of  our  citizen.  The 
secretary  with  whom  I  had  this  conference,  on  the  6th  instant,  heard  me 
patiently,  and  assured  me  that  the  matter  should  command  his  im- 
mediate attention,  and  that  he  would  press  its  decision  to  the  extent  of 
his  ability  at  once. 

I  shall  do  all  I  can  consistently  to  carry  out  successfully  your  in- 
structions. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERGER  LANGSTON, 


No.  234. 


Mr,  Langston  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

ISxttACt.] 

No.  685.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Fort  au  Prince^  Haytij  Nov.  8, 1884.    (Received  Nov.  21.) 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  attention,  as  herewith  inclosed 
and  transmitted,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  with  its  translation,  received  on 
the  6th  instant,  firom  Mr.  St.  Yictor,  having  reference  to  the  reclama- 
tions and  claims  of  American  citizens  connected  with  the  occurrences 
of  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  September,  1883. 

In  his  dispatch  the  honorable  secretary  of  state  mentions  the  fact,  in- 
cidentally, that  we  have  had  two  conferences  at  the  national  palace  in 
the  presence  of  the  President,  in  which  the  reclamations  and  claims  re- 
ferred to  constituted  the  subject  of  debate.  He  forgets  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  I  consented  to  such  conferences,  and  in  the  ]>resence  of  the 
President,  in  view  of  the  declaration  of  such  high  functionary,  that  he 
very  much  desired  to  settle  all  the  matters  in  difference  between  us 
amicably,  if  possible,  but  especially  the  reclamations  of  Messrs.  Mossell 
and  G^arrido.  It  was  to  test  the  sincerity  of  such  profession  that  I  did 
offer  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  last-named  person  for  $5,000  in  cash, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Mossell  for  $25,000  in  cash,  a  perpetual  annuity  of  $200 
per  month,  for  his  school-church  (Protestant)  located  in  this  city,  and 
the  release  of  the  man  whom  he  supposed  to  be  a  political  prisoner, 
who  served  his  family  so  signally  on  the  23d  of  September,  1883,  by 
taking  care  of  and  saving  his  little  daughter. 

•  •••••• 

You  will  perceive  that  the  secretary  advises  me  in  his  dispatch  that 
he  proposes  to  institute  a  special  commission  for  the  investigation  of 
the  cases  of  Messrs.  Mossell  and  Garrido,  and  promises  to  let  me  have 
notice  of  the  time  to  be  hereafter  fixed  for  its  meeting.    He  hopes  thus 
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to  find  the  facts  of  the  oases  so  as  to  be  able  in  the  light  thereof  to  de- 
termine the  amount  which  his  Government  ought  to  pay. 

Thereafter  he  passes  to  the  discussion  of  the  three  points  of  difference 
between  us,  as  regards  the  money  in  which  estimates  and  payments 
shall  be  made  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  their  property  destroyed, 
the  time  when  the  payments  shall  be  made,  and  that  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Ck)rp8  Legislatif  of  his  Oovem.ment ;  and  finally  of  the 
mode  of  determining  the  nationality  or  citizenship  of  a  claimant,  he 
holding  that,  as  shown  in  connection  with  mixed  commissions  consti- 
tuted by  our  own  with  other  Governments  named,  the  commission  is 
alone  competent  to. determine  such  question.  He  does,  however,  at 
last,  as  it  would  seem,  agree  to  discuss  with  me  and  determine,  before 
any  of  the  claims  be  presented  to  the  commission  which  may  be  consti- 
tuted, any  question  that  may  present  itself  having  reference  to  the 
nationality  of  any  one  or  all  of  the  claimants. 

The  ease  with  which  the  secretary  passes  over  the  matter  of  time  of 
paying  any  amount  which  may  be  found  due  one  or  all  of  our  citizens, 
claimant  or  claimants,  might  lead  one  to  think  that  that  was  not  one  or 
the  points  upon  which  I  do  and  shall  insist  with  vigor  and  decision. 
The  Corps  Legislatif  has  no  right  after  this  Oovemment  has  destroyed 
an  American  citizen's  property  to  put  the  day  of  paying  therefor  off  be- 
yond a  time  which  is  reasonable  and  just. 

I  have  deemed  it  wise  to  transmit  this  dispatch  to  the  Depiurtment. 
covering,  as  it  does  in  its  way,  and  from  the  Haytien  standpoint,  all 
the  matters  of  law  and  equity  claimed  by  this  Oovemment  to  effect  the 
questions  in  debate  by  this  legation  with  the  department  of  state  of 
foreign  relations,  and  ask  the  final  and  full  instructions  of  the  Depart- 
ment with  regard  thereto. 

Of  course,  the  Department  will  perceive  that  this  legation  labors  un- 
der some  little  embarrassment  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  appears 
that  other  Oovernments  represented  near  this,  other  than  our  own, 
have  consented  to  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims  under  consideration 
proposed  by  this  Oovemment.  I  await^  therefore,  any  early  additional 
instructions  which,  in  view  of  the  positions  taken  in  this  dispatch,  the 
Department  may  be  pleased  to  give. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit,  as  herewith  inclosed,  my  note, 
dated  to  day,  addressed  to  Mr.  St.  Victor,  in  which  I  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  his  dispatch,  and  while  I  insist  upon  his  acceptance  of  the 
memorandum  which  1  submitted,  on  the  15th  of  July  last,  to  his  (Jov- 
emment  as  constituting  a  just  basis  upon  which  to  examine  and  settle 
our  claims  and  reserve  all  the  rights  and  interests  that  pertain  to  our 
citizens,  both  as  regards  their  claims  and  reclamations,  demanding  their 
immediate  settlement,  I  advise  him  that  I  shall  bring  his  dispatch  in 
communication  to  your  attention. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANOSTON. 


[EsokMuro  1  in  No.  686.— TrMislAtion.] 

Mr,  St,  Ficiar  to  Mr,  Langston, 

Dbpartbcbnt  of  State  of  Foreign  Relations, 

PoW  au  Prince,  November  6, 1S84. 
Mr.  Minister.  I  was  aboat  to  reply  to  your  two  dispatches  of  the  33d  of  September. 
Kos.  294  and  296,  when  it  was  agreed  between  as  that  we  woold  atUimpt  by  verbal 
eonferences  to  arrive  at  a  definite  understanding  npon  the  points  which  divided  as 
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relatiTe  to  the  Hoflsell  and  Garrido  reolamations  and  to  those  of  American  citusens  in 
general  connected  with  the  events  at  Port  an  Prince  last  year. 

Oar  first  conference  took  place  at  the  national  palace  in  presence  of  His  Excellency 
the  President  of  the  Republic,  and  I  had  right  to  hope  that  a  second  would  place  as 
in  complete  accord. 

I  have  the  reffret  to  witness  that  it  has  not  done  so. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Minister,  in  this  second  conference,  after  we  had  occnpied  onrselves 
with  the  different  reclamations  upon  which  I  shall  have  to  revert  with  you  in  other 
dispatches,  we  were  occnpied  wltn  those  of  Messrs.  Mossell  and  (Jarrido. 

Ton  remember  that  in  the  purpose  of  my  Government  they  ought  to  form  the  object 
of  a  special  inquiry  which  should  verify  the  correctness  of  the  complaints  of  Messrs. 
Mossell  and  Garrido,  in  order  to  establish  in  an  impartial  manner  the  amount  of  the 
indemnity  to  be  accorded  them,  such  being  the  case. 

In  our  interview  you  consented  to  reduce  by  one-half  the  fi^re  of  $10,000,  which 
previously  you  had  demanded  for  Mr.  Garrido,  and  in  that  which  concerns  Mr.  Mos- 
sell you  brought  his  first  figures  from  $00,000  to  $25,000,  provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  engage  itself  to  allow  him  a  monthly  sum  of  $200  as  a  subvention  of  a 
Ftotestant  school  which  he  would  establish  at  Port  au  I^nce,  and  would  liberate 
upon  his  demand  a  person  detained  in  the  prison  of  this  city,  whom  he  should  des- 
ig^nate. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  this  proposition  which  seemed  to  con- 
fer upon  Mr.  Mossell  one  of  the  highest  governmental  attributes,  and  whereof  the  chief 
of  state  himself  is  only  in  part  possess^. 

I  confirm  to  you  then,  Mr.  Minister,  that  my  Government  is  disposed  to  pursue  the 
prolected  inouiry,  and  I  pray  you  to  to  inform  Mr.  Mossell  and  Mr.  Garrido,  who 
will  be  called  at  the  proper  time  by  the  examiners. 

I  will  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  such  time. 

Permit  me  to  hope  that  in  view  of  their  report  our  two  Gk>vemments  will  be  able 
to  re>^late  the  question  after  a  manner  iust  and  equitable. 

Relatively  to  tne  reclamations  generally  of  American  citizens,  with  respect  to  the 
events  at  Port  au  Prince  of  last  year,  you  told  me  in  this  second  conference  that  in 
view  of  the  smallneesof  your  figure,  very  inferior  to  that  France,  amounting  to  $400,000, 
I  ought  to  accept  without  discussion  your  first  memorandum. 

I  would  pray  vou  to  remark,  Mr.  Minister,  that  the  examination  of  all  similar 
reclamations  to  those  which  occupy  us  had  been  confined  to  mixed  commissions  upon 
basis  assuredly  less  advantageous  than  those  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose 
to  you.  In  all  of  these  questions  of  equity  and  Justice  they  had  there  was  made 
abstraction  of  the  number  and  of  the  amount  of  the  reclamations. 

Thos,  although  the  Spanish  claimants  have  obtained  only  $7,850 ;  the  Belgian, 
$3,056;  the  -Danish,  $1,160.75;  procedure  was  had  with  them  in  the  same  manner 
for  the  French,  to  whom  there  has  been  allowed  $413,399.50;  the  English,  $87,403; 
aiMl  the  Germans,  $77,350. 

All  these  reclamations  passed  throueh  the  same  formalities. 

If  certain  fissures  are  higher  than  others,  it  is  evidently  in  consequence  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  claimants  and  of  the  extent  of  the  damages  attested. 

In  the  second  analysis  yon  have  added,  Mr.  Minister,  that  for  the  reasons  which 

50U  express,  you  could  not  change  in  any  respect  your  memorandum  of  the  15th  of 
uly. 

ThB,t  was  exaatly  that  which  you  wrote  me  the  23d  of  September  (dispatch  No. 
896). 

I  had  always  thought,  nevertheless,  and  I  continue  to  be  of  the  same  mind  since 
our  correspondence  estaolishes  it  ftillv,  that  you  had  agreed  with  me  upon  the  counter' 
prmect  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  euomit  to  you,  except  upon  the  three  points  which 
follow: 

1.  Denomination  of  the  money  in  which  the  indemnities  are  to  be  adjudged. 

2.  The  time  of  payment. 

3.  Establishment  of  the  nationality  of  the  claimants. 

It  does  appear  to  me  necessary  to  determine  this  point  of  departure,  upon  which 
I  desire  to  be  informed  in  a  precise  and  definite  manner. 

Nevertheless  it  is  my  duty  to  remark  to  yon  that  the  fixing  of  the  term  of  pay- 
ment pertains  exclusively  to  the  powers  of  our  Corps  Legislatii,  and  that  it  does  not 
pertain  to  me  to  trespass  upon  its  rights. 

I  believe  besides  that  the  denomination  of  the  money  of  the  indemnities  to  be  ad- 

Iffed  ought  not  to  be  made  the  object  of  discussion  between  us. 
i^u  demand  American  money  or  *'  its  equivalent.'' 

So  that  one  determining  the  indemnities  in  American  money,  or  its  equivalent,  at- 
tains exactly  the  same  results. 

In  that  which  concerns  the  nationality,  since  you  do  not  desire  to  leave  the  deter- 
mination thereof  to  the  mixed  commission,  I  have  admitted  that  the  two  Govem- 
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mente  interested  should  oconpy  themselyes  thereof  before  the  preeentayon  of  all  the 
reclamations. 

In  this  regard  I  remind  yon  of  my  dispatch  of  the  18th  of  September,  in  which  a 
modification  to  my  counter  project  is  fonnd  presented. 

This  modification  I  have  thought  would  be  accepted  without  discussion,  for  it  con- 
stitutes, without  doubt,  a  privilege ;  since  the  otner  commissions  have  had  to  pro- 
nounce themselves  upon  the  nationality  of  the  claimants. 

Moreover,  persuaded  that  in  invoking  the  facts  drawn  from  the  doings  of  mixed 
commissions  which  have  sat  since  fifteen  years  at  Washington,  I  would  have  arrived 
with  you  in  a  definite  understanding,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  present  to  yon  a  note 
in  which  I  have  shown  that  all  these  commissions  have  had  the  exclusive  right  of 
interpreting  the  text  of  the  treaty  or  of  the  protocol  which  constituted  them  and  to 
decide  if  they  had  Jurisdiction  of  the  claimant,  with  regiund  to  his  nationality  or  upon 
the  subject  of  the  reclamation. 

Thus  the  two  first  questions  proposed  have  always  been  these : 

1.  The  commissioners,  have  they  jurisdiction  of  the  claimant  f 

2.  Have  they  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  of  the  reclamation  f 

Permit  me  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Minister,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the 
doings  of  the  Franco- American  Commission,  the  United  States  have  submitted  these 
questions,  have  even  demanded  of  the  claimant  to  prove  that  he  had  not  lost  his 
quality  of  Frenchman,  in  repelling  every  diplomatic  action  whatever  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Two  hundred  French  claimants  were  defeated  by  the  commission  either  be- 
cause they  had  not  made  choice  in  view  of  the  treaty  of  Frankfort,  made  between 
France  and  Germany,  or  because  they  had  formed  in  the  United  States  est-abliah- 
ments  without  the  purpose  of  return,  or  voted  in  the  general  elections. 

It  stands  proved  that  the  question  of  personal  status  of  the  claimant  has  always 
been  the  first  discussed  in  these  cases,  and  one  can  without  hesitation  give  to  it  the 
form  following : 

The  claimant,  is  he  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  country  of  which  he  claims  nation* 
ality  and  protection  T 

It  is  this  which  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  i>rove  legally  before  the  commission 
which  ought  to  take  cognizance  of  his  reclamation. 

It  is  then  the  desire  only  of  my  Government  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  American 
reclamations,  which  has  caused  it  to  take  from  the  Americo-Haytien  Commission  a 
riffht  established  by  the  United  States  themselves. 

The  good  will  which  you  have  always  shown  for  our  young  Republic  gives  me  the 
hope  that  our  Government  will  not  have  to  address  itself  to  the  Cabinet  at  Wash- 
ington for  the  solution  of  those  questions  which  it  had  been  able  to  settle  here  with- 
out difficulty  with  the  representatives  of  other  foreign  powers. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  the  regret  that  I  experience  in  not  being  able 
to  separate,  as  you  have  asked  of  me,  the  di&rent  parts  of  this  dispatch.    They  aie 
bound  together  closely,  and  have  been  the  object  of  two  conferences  which  I  desired 
to  speak  of  in  their  entirety. 
Accept,  &^c., 

B.  ST.  VICTOR. 


llDolosnre  2  in  No.  686.1 

Mr,  Langston  to  Mr,  Victor, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Port  au  Prince,  Hayii,  November  8,  1^84. 
SiK :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
dated  November  6, 1884,  and  to  state  that  while  he  insists  upon  the  justice  and  rea- 
sonableness of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  law  and  usages  heretofore  presented  by  him, 
especially  as  contained  in  the  memorandum  which  he  submitted  to  your  Government 
on  the  15th  of  July  last,  as  constituting  a  just  and  equitable  basis  upon  which  to  ex- 
amine and  settle  the  claims  of  American  citizens  suffering  losses  in  connection  with 
the  insurrectionary  events  taking  place  in  this  city  on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  Sep- 
tember, 1883;  and  while  he  reserves  all  rights  and  interest  of  any  kind  and  sort  per- 
taining to  such  citizens  as  regards  any  claims  or  reclamations  for  property  destroyed, 
or  personal  abuse  or  maltreatment,  or  the  denial  or  failure  to  maintain  any  right  or 
privilege  pertaining  to  any  one  or  all  of  them  by  the  Haytien  Government,  and  de- 
mands their  immediate  adjustuient,  he  will,  in  the  course  of  communication,  bring 
your  disi»atch  to  the  attention  of  his  Government. 
The  undersigned  has,  &o., 

JOHN  MERCER  LANGSTON. 
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No.  235. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr,  Langston. 

No.  307.]  Department  op  State, 

WashiiigUmy  Novemher  17, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  No.  680,  of  October  30  last,  accompa- 
nied by  a  copy  of  a  law  rect»ntly  passed  by  tbe  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Hay  ti,  appropriating  t588,418  to  pay  claims  against  that  Republic  on 
account  of  the  riots  of  September  22  and  23, 1883,  at  Port  au  Prince. 
You  add  that  no  provision  has  been  made  in  this  sum  to  compensate 
American  citizens  for  their  losses  on  that  occasion,  and  say  that  the 
proposed  method  of  liquidating  those  claims  covered  by  that  appropri- 
ation has  been  the  subject  of  a  formal  protest  by  the  representative  of 
Great  Britain.    The  result  of  this  you  are  awaiting  with  interest,  and 
meanwhile  yon  declare  your  intention  to  insist  upon  the  payment  of 
all  American  claims  in  the  manner  heretofore  demanded  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. 
Your  action  meets  with  the  Department's  approval. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  236. 


Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Langston. 

No.  308.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Novemher  19,  1884. 

Sib:  1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  flrom  Mr.  William  A. 
Van  Bokkelen,  of  the  15th  instant,  stating  that  according  to  his  latest 
advices  from  Hayti,  his  son,  Mr.  G.  A.  Van  Bolckelen,  was  still  confined 
in  prison  where  he  was  placed  September  19  last,  for  having  made 
an  assignment  of  his  pro|>erty,  and  asking  that  you  bring  the  matter 
ur|i:ently  to  the  attention  of  the  President  of  Hayti,  and  demand  the 
immediate  release  of  Mr.  O.  A.  Van  Bokkelen.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  writer  states  that  the  time  has  expired  when,  under  the  law, 
those  having  the  right  to  raise  objection  to  the  assignment  should 
have  done  so,  and  that  no  objection  whatever  was  made. 

The  Department  has  no  reason  to  expect  that  you  will  omit  any  proper 
step  to  aid  Mr.  Van  Bokkelen,  whose  imprisonment,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  his  case,  appears  unduly  harsh.  It  is  desired,  there- 
fore, that  you  will  continue  every  proper  effort  in  his  behalf  looking  to 
his  release. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary, 


[IncloaoTA  in  No.  808.] 

Mr,  Van  Bokkelen  to  Mr,  Frelingkuysen , 

166  Broadway,  New  Tore,  November  16,  1884. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtart  :  I  last  addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  my  son's  arbitrary  arrest 
and  confinement  at  Port  au  Prince,  on  the  19th  September.    Since  then  I  have  ad- 
Tices  ftt>m  Port  an  Prince  of  date  November  1.    It  appears  that  on  October  21,  the 
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time  (for  parties  interested  in  the  assignmeut  made  by  my  son,  and  who  had  the 
right  under  the  law  to  make  objections  to  such  assignment)  expired  and  no  objec- 
tions were  made  by  any  one,  not  even  by  the  parties  npon  whose  application  the  il- 
legal arrest  and  confinement  was  made,  they  refusing  to  claim  that  a  right  of  arrest 
existed  against  an  American  citizen,  wnich  by  the  laws  of  the  country  secure  Hay- 
tiens  from  an  arrest  in  similar  cases. 

On  September  27,  our  minister  had  occupied  himself  with  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  and  of  justice  in  the  case,  but  finds  ^reat  opposition  made  by  them  as  they 
have  already  tiftken  the  stand  that  an  American  citizen  is  not  entitled  to  the  same 
priyilege  as  an  Haytien. 

I  also  learn  that  as  the  last  resort  our  minister  has  addressed  himself  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Hayti,  who  if  he  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessors  will  sustain  the 
action  of  his  ministers,  and  like  Dominique  in  tne  canal  matter  only  yield  at  the  pres- 
ence of  a  man-of-war,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  one  is  to  leave  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  our  citizens. 

In  the  mean  time  he  is  confined  in  a  hospital  amongst  incurable,  liable  at  any  time 
to  be  returned  to  the  vile  prison,  from  which  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Langston 
he  was  removed. 

The  case  resolves  itself  into  these  simple  facts.  By  the  laws  of  Hayti,  Haytians 
are  allowed  to  make  an  assignment  of  all  their  propertv  to  pay  debts  when  they  find 
themselves  from  honest  losses  unable  to  liquidate  in  lull  all  claims  against  them. 
The  law  says  distinctly  and  clearly  that  the  benefit  allowed  of  non-arrest  and  con- 
finement is  a  privilege  accorded  to  persons  of  good  faith  allowing  them  their  liberty, 
but  not  releasing  them  from  their  indebtedness. 

Now.  having  ^en  illegallv  arrested  and  confined,  my  son  is  by  the  highest  tribunal 
refused  his  restoration  to  liberty  solely  on  the  ground  that  being  an  American  dti- 
asen  the  law  does  not  give  him  the  rights  accorded  an  Haytien. 

Having  every  reasou  to  believe  from  your  letters  and  conversation  with  Mr.  Lang- 
ston. that  no  doubt  exists  that  by  virtue  of  articles  6  and  9  of  our  treaty  an  Ameri- 
can is  entitled  to  the  same  rights  of  an  Haytien,  I  most  earnestly  ask  that  our  minister 
be  instructed  to  at  once  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  President  of  ELayti 
and  not  only  demand  but  see  that  my  son  is  at  once  given  his  liberty,  and  due  and 
prompt  reparation  made  for  non-fulfillment  of  treaty  obligations  in  tiius  insulting 
through  its  citizen  the  American  Oovernment,  and  that  my  son  be  Indemnified  for 
loss  of  business,  health,  and  otherwise. 

I  have  not  called  in  the  aid  of  other  parties,  wholly  relying  on  the  Department ;  I 
can  refer  you  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Niles,  of  Madison,  N.  J.,  and  others  if  necessary. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  K.  VAN  BOKKELEN. 


ITALY. 

No.  237. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Richmond. 

No.  87.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  July  31,  1884. 

SiB:  I  ha^e  to  inclose  herewith  for  yoor  information  copies  of  com- 
munications addressed  to  the  President  from  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Beck, 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  his  excellency  Governor  £jiott, 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  Hon.  S.  B.  Berry,  also  of  Kentucky ,  requesting 
that  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  permission  from  the  Italian  Government 
for  the  Reverend  Father  Valentine  Theodore  Lanciotti,  a  native  of 
Giciliano,  Italy,  to  visit  his  aged  father,  who  still  resides  at  that  place. 

It  appears  that  the  reverend  father,  after  being  called  upon  to  per- 
form military  service  in  the  Italian  army,  secretly  left  Italy  in  1870  for 
the  United  States,  and  has  since  become  a  citizen  of  this  country. 

He  very  naturally  anticipates  trouble  upon  his  contemplated  visit  to 
Italy,  and  has,  through  his  friends  in  Kentucky  where  he  is  en'gaged  as 
vice-president  of  St  Mary's  College,  requested  tihe  President  to  intervene 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


ITALY.  837 

with  the  Italian  Qorernment  and  reqneat  that  he  be  permitted  to  visit 
his  native  laud  unmolested. 

It  is  represented  that  Biagio  Lanciotti,  the.  father  of  the  applicant,  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age,  and  is  anxious  to  see  his  son  in  order  to  arrange 
his  worldly  affitirs. 

It  is  also  represented  that  Biagio  Lanciotti  furnished  the  Italian  army 
with  a  son  who  performed  the  services  due  from  the  reverend  father. 

In  view  of  these  representations  you  are  instructed  to  request  the 
desired  permission  of  the  foreign  office  of  Italy. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


I  Inclosure  1  in  No.  87.] 

Mr,  Beck  to  Mr,  Davis. 

Lbxinqton.  Ky.,  July  38,  1884. 
Drak  Sir:  I  inoloee  yoa  commanications  addressed  to  the  President  Arom  the  Hon. 
Samuel  B.  Berry,  of  Lebanon,  Ky.,  and  from  Gfovemor  Knott  and  myself,  which  I  would 
be  mnch  obliged  if  yon  wonld  lay  before  the  President  and  give  us  such  aid  in  obtain- 
ing  favorable  action  from  him  as  von  consistently  can. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  the  papers  to  you  instead  of  sending  directly  to 
the  President,  first  because  I  wanted  your  advice  and  assistance,  not  knowing  what 
power  the  President  has  in  regard  to  such  matters,  and  thinking  that  he  as  well  as 
myself  might  need  vour  advice  as  to  what  could  be  done  and  how  to  do  it.  Secondly, 
I  did  not  Know  whether  the  President  was  in  Washington,  and  as  the  matter  re- 
quired action  through  the  State  Department  I  thought  it  would  more  certainly  be 
attended  through  you  than  any  one  else. 
Your  kind  attention  to  this  will  very  mnch  oblige. 
Tours,  d^., 

JA8.  B.  BECK. 


llnokMQre  2  in  Ko.  87.] 
Mr,  Beck  to  the  President, 

Lexington,  Ky.,  July  38,  1884. 
Mb.  President:  Hon.  John  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  will  lay  before  yon, 
at  my  request,  communications  ftt>m  (Governor  Knott,  of  Kentucky,  and  Hon.  Samuel 
B.  Berry,  relative  to  the  aid  desired  to  enable  the  vice-president  of  St.  Mary's  Col- 
lese,  Marion  County,  Kentucky,  to  visit  Italy. 

The  reasons  why  your  intervention  is  needed  are  so  fully  set  forth  in  the  inclosed 
letters  from  Qovemor  Knott  and  Mr.  Berry,  that  I  could  add  nothing  to  their  force 
by  repeating  them. 

I  have  invoked  the  aid  of  Mr.  Davis,  as  I  am  not  advised  what  power  yon  have  to 
grant  the  request,  but  I  feel  assured  that  Mr.  Davis  can  explain  the  manner  in  which 
yoor  assistance  can  be  given ;  and  I  feel  snre  that  you  will  aid  ns  in  any  way  you 
can. 

Very  respectfully, 

JA8.  B.  BECK. 

P.  8. — Please  cause  the  reply  to  this  to  be  directed  to  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Berry,  Le- 
banon, Ky. 


llndomire  8  in  No.  87.] 
Mr,  Berry  to  Mr,  Beck, 

Lebanon,  Ky,.,  July  14,  1884. 
Dbar  Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  from  Governor  Knott  to  yourself,  also  one 
from  myself  to  Mr.  Arthur,  also  one  from  Mr.  Knott  to  the  President. 

Thev  will  explain  themselves.    It  was  intended  to  forward  them  to  you  whilst  in 
Washington,  but  we  were  too  late. 

22  FB 
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Upon  the  &oe  of  the  papers  will  yon  be  kind  enough  to  write  a  letter  requesting 
Mr.  Arthur  to  grant  the  favor  asked,  and  return  all  to  me  with  the  name  of  some 
friend  of  yours  in  Washington  who  would  take  them  in  person  to  the  President,  or 
would  you  suggest  some  way  te  reach  the  obfect  sought  uterf 

Anytning  yon  do  for  us  in  the  matter  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  all  of  ns,  and 
no  less  by  Mr.  Knott.  If  you  think  best  you  may  inclose  my  letter,  Mr.  Knott's  let- 
ter to  the  President,  and  your  own  letter  to  him,  if  you  will  be  kind  enoofl^  to  write 
one.  Father  V.  T.  Lanciotti  can  furnish  bond  in  any  sum  for  his  good  behavior 
whilst  abroad. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you,  I  am,  Ac, 

SAM.  B.  BERRY. 


[Inolosnre  4  is  No.  87.) 

Mr.  KnoU  to  Mr.  Beck, 

State  of  Kbntucky,  Executive  Department, 

Frankfort,  Julp  3,  18tf4. 
My  Deas  Beck  :  You  will  find  accompanying  this  a  letter  from  my  friend  Hon. 
Sam.  B.  Berry,  and  also  one  from  myself  to  the  President,  requesting  his  assistance  in 
procuring  for  Father  Lanciotti  permission  to  visit  his  parents  in  Italy.  I  wish  yon 
would  personally  interest  yourself  in  the  matter  for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place 
Father  Lianciotti  is  a  persouaU  friend  of  mine,  and  in  the  next  he  is  vice-president  of 
St.  Mary's  College,  and  any  favor  shown  him  will  be  appreciated  not  only  by  me,  bat 
by  the  host  of  friends  and  patrons  of  the  college  to  wnom  he  is  well  known  and  by 
whom  he  is  much  esteemed.  You  will  know  what  steps  to  take  in  the  matter  better 
than  I  can  tell  you ;  therefore  do  whatever  your  wisdom  may  suggest. 
Your  friend,  truly, 

J.  PROCTOR  KNOTT. 


flnolosore  5  in  Ko.  87.] 
Mr,  Berry  to  the  President, 

Lebanon,  Ky.,  June  30,  18&4. 

Your  Excellency:  As  a  kindness  to  my  friend  and  former  preceptor,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  to  your  Excellency  for  consideration : 

Valentine  Theodore  Lanciotti,  a  native  of  Ciciliano,  near  Tivoli,  Italy,  left  his 
country  and  came  to  Man*  •n  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  now  resides.  He  left  Italy 
in  1870,  being  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  his  absenting  himself  was  necessary  to 
the  accomplishment  of  bis  purpose  in  life.  He  had  been  designed  by  his  parents  for 
the  priestnood  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  his  studies  up  to  that  time  were 
so  directed. 

Early  in  1870  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Italian  army  to  enter  its  ranks.  As  this 
would  forever  defeat  his  ambition  to  be  a  priest,  he  secretly  left  his  country  and  came 
here,  and  is  now  (having  taken  all  legal  steps)  a  citizen  ot  the  United  States.  Ones 
safe  under  our  protection  he  pursued  his  studies  and  became  a  priest,  and  is  now  the 
efficient  vice-president  of  St.  Mary's  College,  Marion  County,  Kentucky,  an  institu- 
tion of  learning  of  great  value  in  this  section.  That  he  might  be  better  described  to 
the  Italian  Government,  I  will  say  he  is  the  son  of  Biagio  Lanciotti,  of  Ciciliano, 
Italy.  Mr.  Lanciotti  furnished  the  army  of  Italy  with  a  son  who  took  the  place  of 
Valentine. 

This  is  his  history  in  brief.  Now  comes  his  petition  to  your  Excellency.  His  father 
is  now  old  {being  nearly  eighty)  and  very  anxious  to  see  his  priest  boy  again ;  besides 
he  wants  his  son  at  home  for  a  short  time  to  arrange  his  few  worldly  goods  before  his 
death.  Father  Valentine  has  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  Statue  for  information  as  to 
his  safety  in  visiting  Italy,  and  is  informed,  and  correctly  so,  too,  that  the  United 
States  can  give  him  no  protection  should  he  be  molested  in  Italy.  He  therefore 
humbly  asks  your  Excellency,  if  it  be  proper  for  you  to  do  so,  to  request,  through  your 
Secretary  of  State,  and  through  the  Italian  minister  of  the  King  of  Italy,  that  he  be 
allowed  to  visit  his  home  for  a  few  months  this  fall,  hoping  to  be  in  Rome  by  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  If  the  Italian  (jovernment  will  send  him  letters  of  protection  in 
this  matter  he  will  sail  immediately  ;  if  not  he  must  forever  remain  away.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  observe  from  the  prominent  support  Father  Valentine  is  receiving  befoxe 
your  Excellency  that  he  is  no  criminal  either  of  high  or  low  degree,  but  simply  the 
favorite  son  of  au  humble  Italian  farmer.  He  has  been  long  and  favorably  known  by 
Hon.  J.  Proctor  Knott,  our  governor,  who  incloses  a  letter  in  this  to  your  Excellency  . 
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MeMis.  Beok  and  WiUuMUfi,  to  whom  I  am  personally  known,  together  with  Messrs. 
Cla^,  Thompson,  Rohertson,  of  the  lower  nonse  of  Congress  from  Kentucky,  wiU 
testify  to  my  honesty  in  the  matter ;  and  all  things  considered  I  am  strongly  in  hopes 
that  your  Excellency  will  grant  this  favor  to  the  reverend  gentleman,  because  it  is 
the  only  solution  to  the  difficulty.  He  would  not  trouble  you  io  your  many  duties  if 
the  matter  could  be  attended  to  or  the  object  accomplished  otherwise. 

I  know  you  will  be  willing  to  do  all  in  your  power,  under  the  circumstances,  con- 
sisteot  with  your  own  personal  dignity  and  that  of  the  liberty-loving  country  over 
which  you  rule. 

Hoping  an  early  answer,  Sto,, 

SAM.  B.  BERRY. 


llnolMare  6  in  Ko.  87.] 

Jfr.  KnoU  to  ihe  PreHdmt. 

Statk  of  Ksntuckt,  ExEOunvB  Dbpartmsnt, 

FranJtfort,  July  3,  1884. 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  inclosed  communication  from  Hon.  Samuel 
B.  Berry,  of  Lebanon^  Ky.,  requesting  your  excellency  to  use  your  good  offices  in  ob- 
taining from  the  Italian  Government  leave  for  Rev.  Father  Valentine  Theodore  Lan- 
ciotti,  vice-president  of  St.  Mary's  College,  to  visit  his  aged  parentis  at  Ciciliano, 
Italy,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  hearty  indorsement. 

I  know  Father  Lanoiotti  intimately,  and  can  commend  him  as  a  most  excellent  and 
exenplanr  gentleman,  if,  indeed,  his  position  as  second  officer  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  distin^ished  institutions  of  learning  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  were  not 
sufficient  without  it.  I  would  be  extremely  gratified  persooallv,  as  I  am  confident 
the  very  large  circle  of  friends  and  patrons  of  the  college  as  well  as  of  Father  Lan- 
ciotti  would  DC,  if  the  permission  he  asks  could  be  obtained ;  and  I  trust  I  am  not  trea- 
paasiog  either  upon  your  time  or  your  generous  disposition  in  asking  this  favor  for  au 
esteemed  neighbor  and  ftiend. 
With  sentiments,  &.C., 

J.  PROCTOR  KNOTT. 


No.  238. 

Mr,  Astor  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Ko,  95.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Borne,  September  16, 1884.    (Received  October  6.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation 
of  a  note  received  from  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  relating  to  the 
demand  that  the  Bev.  Father  Valentine  Te^oro  Lanciotti  may  visit 
Italy  unmolested. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  Italian  Government  refases  to  grant  snch  a 
permission,  and  if  the  reverend  father  shonld  retom  to  Italy  he  will  be 
treated  as  one  who  has  willfdlly  failed  to  perform  military  duty  and 
enrolled  into  the  Italian  army. 
T  tiAve  &ic 

'       '  WILLIAM  WALDORF  ASTOB. 


[Indosnre  in  No.  M.>-Tr»nt]«iloD.] 
MinutryfcT  Foreign  Affairs  io  Mr.  Asior. 

Rome,  September  10,  1884. 
Mb.  M imsTKB :  I  receiyed  the  note  of  the  16th  Auffast  last  thaf.  this  legation  of  the 
United  Btates  has  done  me  the  honor  of  addressing  to  me  in  order  to  obtain  that  the 
Rev.  Valentine  Teodoro  Lanciotti,  bom  at  Ciciliano  (Rome)  and  now  a  naturalized 
eitisen  of  the  United  States,  misht  come  to  Ital^  to  attend  to  his  affairs  without  any 
Bkoketation,  although  he  has  failed  to  render  military  service. 
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I  have  immediately  commtmioatad  the  sabjeet  of  the  note  to  my  ooUeague,  Hne 
minister  of  war,  who  has  replied  to  me  that  it  is  not  possible  to  grant  any  anthorisa- 
tion  to  this  eifeet,  beoaose  the  fact  of  having  become  a  oitisen  of  the  United  Slates 
does  not  exempt  Mr.  Lanciotti  from  the  obligations  that  he  has  towards  the  military 
laws  of  Italy,  and  for  not  having  complied  with  them,  retnminff  to  his  native  ccmntry 
be  cannot  be  treated  otherwise  than  ae  one  who  has  willfully  failed  to  perform  mih* 
tary  duty.    (Art.  12,  C.  CirUe,) 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Lanciotti  may  retnm  to  Italy  withont  being  molested,  in  case 
only  that  he  means  to  make  his  position  regular  in  regard  to  the  conscription.  To 
this  end  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  procure  from  the  consul  of  the  plaoe  where 
he  resides,  and  if  there  is  none  there  from  the  nearer  oonsnlate,  a  special  paper  for 
ItAly.  On  his  arrival  in  Italy  he  should  present  himself  to  the  militarv  authority, 
and  after  the  visit  he  will  be  by  the  same  authority  referred  for  trial  to  tne  judiciary 
authority  that  has  the  power  to  Judge  him.  Before  this  authority  he  will  be  able  to 
bring  forth  all  those  reasons  that  he  shall  deem  useful  to  obtain  a  diminution  of  the 
penalty,  or  acquittal.  After  the  judgment,  if  absolved,  or  after  havins  nnderp^one 
the  punishment  if  condemned,  Mr.  Lanciotti  must  present  himself  to  the  recruiting 
boara.  and  if  found  able  for  military  service,  he  will  be  enrolled  according  to  article 
160  of  the  laws  of  enrollment. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Minister,  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  more  favorable  reply  to  the  note  of 
this  legation,  but  the  military  laws  are  very  severe  and  admit  no  exception  what- 
ever. 

I  avail,  &.C., 

For  the  minister : 

MALVANO. 


MEXICO. 

No.  239. 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  690.]         *  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  September  21, 1883.    (Received  October  13.) 

Sib  :  Beferring  yoa  to  yonr  dispatch  No.  361,  Janaary  31, 1883,  to 
my  dispatch  No.  583,  March  6, 1883,  aud  the  inclosare  therein,  all  relat- 
ing to  the  schooner  Daylight,  sank  in  the  harbor  of  Tampico  by  tht 
Mexican  gunboat  Independencia,  and  the  claim  for  damages  resulting 
therefirom,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  11th  of  April  last,  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  382,  March  24  last,  I  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  SeHor  Mariscal,  in  which  I  asked  ftirther  information 
on  the  subject  discussed  by  him  in  his  reply  to  my  note  of  the  15th 
February  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  in  my  No.  583. 

On  the  14th  August  last,  not  having  received  an  answer  thereto,  I 
addressed  a  note  to  Sefior  Fernandez  asking  for  one.  This  answer  I 
have  this  day  received,  dated  the  18th  instant.  A  copy  and  transla- 
tion thereof  I  inclose. 

Sefior  Fernandez  recalls  to  me  that  the  principle  has  been  invariably 
maintained  by  the  Mexican  department  for  foreign  affairs  that  diplo- 
matic intervention  on  behalf  of  foreigners  is  not  admitted  except  in 
cases  where  there  has  been  a  denial  of  justice.  He  says  that  the  case 
of  the  Daylight  is,  primarily,  one  of  the  competence  of  the  department 
of  war  and  marine,  before  which  the  parties  in  interest  should  present 
their  claim,  taking  occasion  to  inform  me  that  before  that  department 
the  claim  cannot  be  presented  through  this  legation,  as  foreign  miois- 
ters  can  only  address  the  Gk>vemment  to  which  they  are  accredited 
through  the  department  of  foreign  affairs.  If  that  department,  he  says, 
does  not  admit  the  responsibility  of  the  Government  in  the  premises, 
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tbey  have  their  reooarae  in  the  coarts.  He  finds  aathority  for  this  in 
article  8  of  the  federal  constitntion,  whioh  provides:  ^<Es  inviolable 
el  dereotio  de  petieion  ejercido  por  escrito,  de  nna  manera  pacifica  y 
respetaosa."  (The  right  of  petition  by  writing,  couched  in  peaceable 
and  respectful  terms,  shall  be  inviolable.)  And  as  the  succeeding 
phrase  in  the  leurticle  above  quoted  from  qualifies  the  above  right,  as 
follows,  ^^  pero  en  materias  poiiticas  solo  pueden  ejerculo  los  ciudadanos 
de  la  Bepublica"  (but  in  political  affairs  this  right  can  only  be  exercised 
by  citiaeus  of  the  Bepublic),  he  assumes  that  foreigners  may  bring  the 
Mexican  Government  into  court ;  in  other  words,  that  the  right  of  pe- 
tition for  a  redress  of  grievances  includes  the  right  to  sue  a  nation  in 
its  own  courts. 

The  question  which  I  propounded  to  him,  as  suggested  in  your  dis- 
patch No.  382,  viz,  whether  an  individual  has  the  power,  in  Mexico, 
to  proceed  at  law  against  a  national  vessel  of  war  for  damages  inflicted 
upon  him,  he  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  discuss,  as  he  finds  an 
answer  thereto  in  article  97  of  the  constitution,  which  confers  juris- 
diction on  the  Federal  courts,  ^^  De  las  que  versen  sobre  directio  mari- 
timo"  (small  cases  arising  under  maritime  law). 

Therefore,  according  to  Se£Lor  Fernandez,  because  cases  arising  un- 
der maritime  law  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  federal 
courts,  a  national  vessel  may  be  brought  into  court  to  respond  for  dam- 
ages inflicted  by  her. 

From  his  note  it  results,  first,  that  a  claim  for  the  reparation  of  dam- 
ages caused  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  by  the  running  down  of 
his  vessel  by  a  Mexican  man-of-war,  in  a  Mexican  port,  must  be  first 
presented  for  adjustment  to  the  department  of  war  and  marine ;  second, 
in  case  the  decision  of  that  department  is  adverse  to  him,  he  must  ap- 
peal to  the  courts  of  the  country  for  redress ;  and,  third,  that  diplomatic 
intervention  in  his  behalf  is  not  to  be  admitted  except  in  the  case  of  a 
denial  of  justice. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[InclMure  1  in  No.  690.] 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  MarUoaL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MeaHeOy  AprU  11,  1883. 

Sir  :  I  duly  oommnnioated  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washingten  my  note  to 
yoor  exoellenoy  of  the  15th  February  laet  and  yoar  excellency's  note  to  me  of  the 
3d  Maroh,  relating  to  the  claim  for  compensation  presented  against  your  excellency's 
GoYemment  by  the  owners  of  the  American  schooner  Daylight,  for  the  sinking  of  that 
veMel  in  the  port  of  Tampico  by  the  Mexican  gnnboat  Independencia. 

Yoor  excellency  declined,  as  yon  will  remember,  to  consider  the  claim  on  two 
groanda*- 

^1>  Beeanse  if  the  captain  of  the  schooner  thinks  that  the  responsibility  of  the  ool- 
linon  rests  npon  the  Mexican  Government,  he  shonld  apply  directly  to  the  depart- 
ment of  war  and  marine  for  redress. 

(2)  If  that  department  denies  its  responsibility,  yon  (I)  know  that  in  cases  of  man- 
tiine  disaster,  giving  rise  to  controversies  between  parties,  it  Is  for  the  tribunals  of  the 
coontry  having  jurisdiction  over  the  waters  where  the  disaster  occurred  to  declare 
whether  the  disaster  occurred  through  neglect  or  not,  and  npon  whom  the  responsi- 
bility falls,  and  therefore  the  claim  cannot,  at  the  present  stage  thereof,  be  consid- 
ered diplomatioally. 

My  Oovernment  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  first  iK>int  assumed  by  your  excel* 
lency,  as,  by  the  custom  of  nations,  a  complaint  of  an  alien,  when  nofi  cognisable  by 
the  conrts  of  law,  can  only  be  presented  in  the  mode  recognlEed  by  diplomatic  usage, 
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throagh  the  proper  officers  of  his  own  QoTeroment,  and  he  is  not  permitted  to  ^pesl 
direcUy  to  any  of  the  political  departments  of  the  Government  against  whom  the  com- 
plaint is  made. 

The  propriety  and  the  reasons  for  this  conrse  are  so  apparent  and  are  so  well  known 
toyonr  excellency  that  my  Government  presumes  that  tnere  is  some  pecaliar  feature 
in  the  administrative  powers  of  the  Mexican  department  of  war  and  marine  of  which 
my  Government  is  ignorant  which  caused  year  excellency's  snnestion,  whioh,  oaits 
face,  does  not  seem  to  be  in  harmony  with  diplomatic  nsage  ana  precedents. 

If  yonr  excellency's  second  point  is  intended  to  intimate  that  an  alien  may  proceed 
in  the  conrts  of  Mexico  as^inst  a  national  vessel  in  the  nsnal  form  preecnbed  for 
anits  against  private  vesseu  owned  by  individuals,  not  used  for  the  national  protec- 
tion but  in  the  peacefol  operations  of  commerce,  my  Government  may  be  diapoaed  to 
concede  that  the  owner  of  the  Daylight  must  in  this,  as  in  other  cases  of  collision, 
first  exhaust  his  judicial  remedy,  after  which  the  case  might,  or  might  not,  become 
a  proper  one  for  diplomatic  representations.  My  Government,  however,  oonaiden 
that  your  excellency's  statement  is  not  so  explicit  as  to  leave  the  subject  entirely 
without  doubt,  and  as  such  a  power  in  an  individual  to  proceed  at  law  against  a  na- 
tional vecisel  of  war  does  not  exist  in  the  United  States,  nor,  so  £ftr  as  is  knowa.  else- 
where, unless  in  Mexico,  my  Government  would  be  glad  to  receive  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  this  information  I  have  been  instructed  to  ask  flrom  yonr 
excellency. 

I  renew,  &c,, 

P.  H.  MOROAK. 


[Inolosure  2  in  Vo.  090.1 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Fernandez. 

Lkoation  of  the  Unitbt)  States, 

Mexioot  Augnat  14,  1883. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  honor's  attention  to  a  note  which,  on  the  11th  of  April  last) 
tinder  instructions  from  my  Government,  I  addressed  to  his  excellency  Sefior  Mariscali 
relating  to  the  case  of  the  American  schooner  Daylight,  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
I  may  be  favored  with  an  answer  thereto. 
I  renew,  6lo,, 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[iDCloBore  8  in  No.  090.— Translation.] 

*  Mr,  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

Dbpartmbnt  for  Foreign  Rblations, 

Mexico,  Sfptember  18,  1683. 

Hr.  Ministbr  :  Your  excellency's  note  of  the  11th  April,  in  reply  to  one  addressed 
to  you  by  Sefior  Mariscal  on  the  3d  of  March,  with  reference  to  the  reclamation  made 
by  the  owners  of  the  American  schooner  Daylight,  who  allege  that  said  vessel  was 
run  down  in  the  port  of  Tampieo  by  the  Mexican  gunboat  Independencia,  was  duly 
received  by  this  department. 

Your  excellency's  note  of  the  14th  of  August  upon  the  same  subject  has  been  also 
received.  Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  foreigner 
has  no  recourse  to  any  of  the  political  departments  of  the  Government  for  the  pre- 
senting of  a  claim  which  is  not  of  the  competence  of  the  tribunals  of  Justice,  except 
through  the  medium  of  the  Government  of  which  the  foreigner  is  a  citizen,  and  that 
there  does  not  exist  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  country  that  you  are  aware 
of,  the  right  in  an  individual  to  proceed  Judicially  against  a  national  vessel :  for 
which  reason  your  excellency's  Government  desires  farther  information  upon  uieee 
points. 

Complying  with  your  request  I  proceed  to  make  such  additions  as  are  by  tiiis 
department  considered  pertinent  in  confirmation  of  the  decision  which  it  has  hece- 
toiore  announced  to  your  excellency  in  the  case. 

In  respect  of  the  first  observation,  your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  recall  to  yoa 
the  principle  which  has  been  invariably  maintained  by  this  department,  that  diplo- 
matio  intervention  on  behalf  of  foreigners,  except  where  there  has  been  a  denial  of 
justice,  is  not  admitted. 

In  conformity  with  this  principle,  and  considering  that  the  department  of  war  and 
marine  is  the  department  whion  has  Jarisdiction  over  cases  such  as  the  one  under 
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coDirideratioo,  I  have  to  say  to  yoar  exoellenoy  that  the  parties  io  interest  may  make 
their  claim  directly  to  that  departmcDt,  and  that  if  th|tt  department  dues  not  admit 
the  responsibility  of  the  Goyemment,  then  it  will  devolve  upon  the  tribunals  to  de- 
cide the  controversy. 

In  any  event  I  may  say  this,  that  the  owners  of  the  Dayliffht  cannot  present  their 
claim  tbroofi^  yonr  excellency,  the  departioent  under  my  cnarge  not  ignoring  that 
foreign  ministers  should  oulv  address  the  Qovernment  to  which  they  are  accredited 
through  the  department  of  loreiffu  relations. 

Article  8  of  tne  constitution  of  this  Republic  ^ves  to  citizens  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  foreigners,  the  rig[ht  of  petition  done  by  writing  and  in  respectful  terms,  and  there- 
fore the  second  (foreigners)  have  free  access  to  the  different  departments  of  the  public 
authority  to  seek  for  Justice  when  they  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  its  agents  or 
subalterns. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  examine  yonr  excellency's  assertion  that  accord- 
ing to  the  customs  of  nations  an  individual  cannot  take  judicial  proceedings  against 
a  national  vessel ;  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  say  that,  according  to  article  97 
of  the  political  constitution  of  the  Republic,  tribunals  of  the  federationliave  jurisdic- 
tion, amoufi;  other  matters,  of  controversies  arising  under  maritime  law,  and  of  those 
to  which  the  federation  is  a  party,  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  not  only  because 
of  the  marine  disaster  which  occurred  to  the  Daylight,  but  because  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government,  more  or  less  affected  in  this  case  by  reason  of  the  interven- 
tion therein  of  a  war  vessel,  a  double  reason  exists  why  the  parties  complaining 
should  submit  their  case  to  the  said  tribunals,  if,  having  first  applied  for  redress  to 
the  department  of  war,  they  have  not  had  a  decision  in  uieir  favor. 
1  renew,  Ac, 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


No.  240. 
Mr»  Frelinghuysen  io  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  470.J  Department  op  Btate, 

Waahingtony  November  15, 1883. 

Sib  :  Yoar  dispatch  No.  690,  of  the  21 8t  September,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  Gapt.  Fred.  L.  Blair,  of  the  American  schooner  Daylight,  has 
been  received. 

The  note  of  the  18th  of  September  addressed  to  yon  by  Mr.  Fernan- 
dez, a  copy  of  which  accompanies  yoar  dispatch,  has  been  carefally  con- 
sidered ;  I  regret  to  find  that  the  inquiry  made  in  my  instruction  of  the 
24th  of  March  last  (No.  382),  and  which  it  is  perceived  yon  submitted 
to  Mr.  Fernandez,  has  not,  as  I  conceive,  been  explicitly  answered  by  the 
minister.  The  gunboat  Independeneia  is  a  war  vessel  of  the  Mexican 
Oovernment;  if  liability  to  the  party  injured  attaches  as  a  result  of 
the  Independencia's  action  in  running  down  the  American  schooner, 
such  liability  is  imputable,  not  to  the  commander  of  the  gunboat,  but 
to  the  Mexican  Government  |  if  Mr.  Fernandez  is  to  be  understood  as 
saying  that  an  American  citizen  may,  in  such  a  case,  maintain  legal 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  damages  thus  claimed  directly 
against  the  Government  of  Mexico  in  the  courts  of  that  Kepublic,  I 
have  only  to  observe  that  I  have  not  heretofore  understood  that  under 
the  laws  of  Mexico  the  Government  of  that  country  might  be  sued  in 
its  own  courts  either  by  a  citizen  of  the  Eepublic  or  a  foreigner,  with- 
out special  permissioa  having  first  been  given  for  that  purpose,  and  be- 
fore 1  could  consent  to  submit  the  claimant  in  the  present  case  to  the 
expense  and  delay  of  such  a  proceeding  it  is  desirable  that  I  should 
be  exactly  informed  on  that  point. 

In  Mr.  Mariscal's  note  to  you  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  that  minister, 
amongst  other  observations  in  regard  to  the  claim,  says :  ^^  If  Captain 
Blair  considered  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  responsible  for  the 
disaster  which  his  vessel  suffered,  he  should  apply  directly  to  the  de- 
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partment  of  war  and  marine,  under  whose  jarisdiction  the  ludependencia 
is.  If  that  department  admits  the  responsibility  ot  the  Government  in 
the  matter,  all  difficulties  will  at  once  disappear,''  and  the  same  senti- 
ment is  reiterated  by  Mr.  Fernandez  in  his  note  to  yon  of  the  15th  ulti- 
mo. With  reference  to  these  suggestions  I  have  only  to  remark  that  the 
claim  in  question  is  presented  by  this  Government  in  behalf  of  its  in- 
jured citizen  through  the  ordinary  and  only  recognized  channels  of  com- 
munication between  it  and  that  of  Mexico,  and  if  by  the  laws  or  admin- 
istrative regulations  of  that  Republic  it  is  made  essential  that  the  facts 
should  be  first  investigated  by  the  ministry  of  war  and  marine,  it  is 
conceived  that  the  subject  should  be  referr^  to  that  department  by 
the  il^inister  of  foreign  affairs.  Such  would  be  the  course  pursued  by 
this  Government  were  a  similar  demand  to  be  made  on  it  by  that  of 
Mexico.  You  will  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient  bring  these 
suggestions  to  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  afflairs, 
and  you  will  say  at  the  same  time  that,  upon  a  careful  examination  of 
the  facts,  this  department  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  Mexican 
Government  was  properly  responsible  for  the  damages  resulting  from 
the  disaster  in  question,  and  that  the  hope  is  entertained  that  the  min- 
ister will  see  the  propriety  and  equity  of  an  early  adjustment  of  the 
claim. 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  241. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan, 

No.  477.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Waahingtonj  December  12, 1883. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  instant  from  the 
Hon.  John  F.  Miller,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  California, 
relative  to  the  case  of  George  Caleb,  also  a  letter  from  Captain  Caleb 
to  Senator  Miller  concerning  his  present  condition. 

Inviting  your  careful  attention  to  this  correspondence,  and  requesting 
that  you  will  render  Captain  Caleb  every  possible  assistance, 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHCTSEN. 


[Inolocore  in  No.  477.  ] 

Mr.  Miller  to  Mr.  FrtUngkuif9en, 

United  States  Senate, 

WashingUm,  December  7,  18^3. 
Sir:  BeferriDg  to  inclosare  herewith,  I  beg  to  sav  that  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  Department  instructed  our  minister  to  Mexico  to  investigate  CaleVs  case 
that  I  fear  that  it  has  been  neglected.  I  therefore  call  the  attontion  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  tbe  fact  that  the  man  is  still  iii  prison,  with  the  yiew  to  ask  farther  action  in 
the  premises. 

Very  respectfnlly, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER 
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[Inckware.] 
Mr,  CaUh  to  Mr.  Miller . 

La  Paz,  Mexico,  I^otemhw  19,  1883. 

Mt  dbar  8ir  :  I  write  to  yon  once  more  to  let  yon  know  I  am  still  confined  at  ibis 
place,  and  I  baTe  not  beard  one  word,  eitber  ttom  tbe  city  of  Mexico  or  tbe  United 
States,  since  July  last.  I  bave  about  given  up  all  bopes  of  my  Government  doing  any- 
thing  for  my  release.  I  am  sickj  and  cannot  regain  my  bealtb  bere.  I  bave  passed 
the  yellow  fever ;  bad  it  lightly. 

My  veasel  was  sold  on  tbe  ^tb  of  October,  and  tbey  bave  all  I  bave  in  tbe  world 
now,  and  ought  to  be  satisfied.  I  bave  been  in  prison  and  tbe  doctors  bave  taken 
me  out  again.  I  have  been  a  great  sufferer  in  body  and  mind.  This  is  tbe  first  time 
I  ever  hSA  any  trouble  with  a  vessel.  I  bave  been  master  twenty-five  years,  served 
the  Government  in  tbe  Mexican  war  and  tbe  late  rebelliou  till  tbe  close. 

Mr.  Beach,  tbe  gentleman  that  came  from  Washington,  was  satisfied  that  I  bad  no  fair 
trial  in  the  courts  at  this  place.  My  lawver  claims  that  fact.  All  tbe  Mexicans  wbo 
were  in  this  affair  bave  their  liber^  and  are  permitted  to  go  away.  I  must  some 
way  try  and  get  to  some  other  place,  or  die  soon.  I  don't  know  what  news  tbe 
United  States  consul  gets ;  be  keeps  all  things  secret  from  me,  and  I  am  left  in  dark- 
ness ;  no  one  to  tell  me  anything.  I  hope  that  I  am  not  forgotten  and  will  hear  some 
thing  soon.  I  am  thankful  to  you  and  remain, 
Moat  respectfully, 

GEO.  CALEB. 

P.  8. — I  must  confess  that  the  governor  at  this  place  has  treated  me  kindly.  He 
is  a  fine  gentleman,  with  a  noble  principle  and  honor,  and  I  will  long  remember  his 
kindness  to  me. 

I  am  quite  discouraged. 


No.  242. 

.    Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  738.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  January  2, 1884.  (Received  January  22.) 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  tbe  instrnctions  contained  in  your  No.  470, 15th 
November,  1883, 1  addressed  a  note  to  Seilor  Fernandez  on  the  8th  of 
December  last,  in  which  I  again  called  his  attention  to  the  claim  of  the 
owners  of  the  schooner  Daylight,  by  reason  of  the  sinking  of  that  vessel 
by  the  Independencia,  a  Mexican  national  vessel. 

Senor  Fernandez  has  not  replied  to  my  note,  and  I  deem  it  proper  to 
let  yon  see  that  your  instructions  have  been  carried  out. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[iBclotare  in  No.  788.] 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Fernandez. 

Unitkd  States  Legation, 

Mesdoo,  December  8,  1883. 

&R:  I  have  to  direct  TOur  honor's  attention  to  the  case  of  the  schooner  Daylight, 
which  waa  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Tampico  by  the  Mexican  gunboat  Independencia, 
ud  with  the  details  of  which  your  honor  is  familiar. 

The  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  to  which  your  honor's  note  to  me  of  the 
18th  September  was  transmitted,  does  not  find  that  the  inquiry  which  I  made  of  his 
excellency  Seftor  Mariscal,  in  my  note  of  the  11th  April  last,  has  been  explicitly  an- 
swered by  your  honor,  and  I  beg  that  you  i^ill  inform  me  whether  the  owners  of  tbe 
I>S7light  are  entitled  to  bring  an  action  for  damages  resulting  fh>m  the  sinking  of 
that  Teesel  by  the  Mexican  gunboat  Independencia  against  the  Mexican  Government, 
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direotlv  before  the  Mexican  federal  tribanal,  without  a  special  permissioii  haTing  been 
given  for  that  pnrpoee  f 

I  am  aware  tnat  in  yonr  honor's  note  of  the  18th  September  yon  say  that  under 
article  8  of  the  federal  constitntioD  the  right  uf  petition  is  declared  to  be  inTiolable, 
and  that  under  article  97  of  the  same  charter  cases  arising  under  maritime  law  are 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  federal  tribunals.  But  I  do  not  nnderstand  that  the 
right  of  petition  covers  the  right  to  demand  compensation  for  damages,  or  that  be- 
cause ordinary  cases  arising  under  maritime  law  are  placed  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  federal  oourts  of  the  country,  therefore  the  Mexican  Government  may  be  sued 
therein  by  any  person  who  hss  a  claim  against  that  Government.  I  believe  the  gen 
eral  rule  of  law  to  be  that  a  sovereign  cannot  be  sued  in  his  own  court  without  ex- 
press permission,  and  I  see  nothing  in  either  of  the  articles  of  the  Mexican  constitu- 
tion to  which  your  honor  has  referred  me  which  takes  the  sovereignty  rights  of  Mexico 
out  of  the  general  rule  to  which  I  have  referred. 

I  am  also  aware  that,  in  his  excellency,  SeAor  Mariscal's  note  to  me  (rf*  the  3d  of 
March  last,  in  reference  to  the  claim,  he  said,  "If  Captain  Blair  considered  that  the 
Mexican  Government  is  responsible  for  the  disaster  which  his  vessel  suffered,  he 
should  apply  to  the  department  of  war  and  marine  to  whose  Jurisdiction  the  Inde- 
peudencia  belongs.  If  that  department  admits  the  responsibili^  of  the  Government 
in  the  matter  alTdifflculties  will  at  once  disappear,"  and  that  the  same  sentiment  is 
reiterated  in  your  honor's  note  to  me  of  the  18tn  of  September  last.  Upon  this  point 
mv  Government  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  has  presented  the  claim  in  question  in  behalf 
of  its  injured  citizen  throuffh  the  ordinary  and  only  recognized  channel  of  communica- 
tion between  it  and  that  of  Mexico,  and  that  if,  by  the  laws  or  administrative  regula- 
tions of  that  Republic,  it  is  made  essential  that  the  facts  should  be  first  investigated 
by  the  ministry  of  war  and  marine,  it  conceives  that  the  subject  should  be  perorred 
to  that  department  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  which  would  be  the  course  pur- 
sued by  my  Government  were  a  similar  demand  to  be  made  on  it  by  that  of  Mexico. 

The  foregoing  su^sgestions  I  have  been  instructed  to  make  to  your  honor,  and  I  have 
also  been  instructed  to  say  that  upon  a  carefhl  examination  of  the  facts  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Washiufft^in  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  Mexican  Qovero- 
ment  is  properly  responsible  for  the  damages  resulting  fh>m  the  disaster  in  queetion 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  your  honor  will  see  the  propriety  and  equity  of  an  early 
adjustment  of  the  claim. 
I  renew,  Slc.j 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


No.  243. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Margam. 

No.  492.]  Department  of  State, 

W(Mhingtany  January  17, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  flrom  the  consnl  at  La 
Paz,  of  the  19th  ultimo,  concerning  the  case  of  Captain  Caleb,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  American  schooner  Adriana.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the 
Mexican  circuit  court  at  Culiacan  has  confirmed  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced upon  Captain  Caleb  by  the  district  court  at  La  Paz,  and  Uiat 
he  has  now  to  suffer  five  years' imprisonment,  commencing  from  the  date 
,  of  his  arrest.  It  is  also  shown  that  the  Adriana  has  been  sold,  and  re- 
ported that  Captain  Caleb  has,  through  his  attorney,  petitioned  the 
President  of  Mexico  for  a  pardon. 

Your  familiarity  with  the  facts  of  Captain  Caleb's  arrest,  trial,  and 
conviction,  from  the  papers  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  sent 
to  you,  renders  unnecessary  any  extended  remarks  upon  these  points. 
They  afford,  however,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Department,  good  and 
sufficient  grounds  upon  which  to  present  his  case  anew,  with  all  its  a^ 
tendant  circumstances  and  hardships,  to  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
support  of  the  prisoner's  application  for  a  pardon.  It  is  thought  also 
that  as  a  measure  of  justice  to  Captain  Caleb,  who  has  assnreidly  suf- 
fered much,  the  President  of  Mexico  might  be  induced,  upon  proper 
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representations,  to  remit  the  balance  of  the  sentence  which  that  nnfor- 
tonate  man  is  compelled  to  undergo. 

While  not  disposed  to  interfere  with  the  dne  coarse  of  law  in  Mexico, 
yet  I  am  induced  to  believe,  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  facts 
of  Captain  Oaleb^  case,  that  the  ends  of  justice  will  have  been  suf9- 
ciently  met  by  the  punishment  he  has  already  borne,  and  that  by  the 
exercise  <^  his  prerogative  in  that  case  the  President  of  Mexico  will 
afford  a  strong  proof  of  his  friendship  for  this  Oovemmeut  and  at  the 
same  time  be  guilty  of  no  measure  of  injustices  to  his  own  Government. 

Tou  will,  therefore,  suitably  present  Captain  Caleb's  case  to  the 
Mexican  Government  and  invoke  executive  clemency  on  his  behalf. 
I  am,  &c., 

PREIHK  T.  FRBUNGHUY8BN. 


[iBolorare  in  Ko.  481] 

Mr,  Vloica  to  Mr.  DavU. 

No.  58.  j  Ukitbd  Statrs  Consulatk  at  La  Paz,  Mrxico, 

Vwember  19,  1683. 

8iB :  In  ackoowled^ng  the  receipt  of  dispatoli  No.  34,  dftted  November  27  of  this 
year,  wherein  I  am  directed  that  the  Department  of  State  desires  a  report  of  the 
preaent  condition  of  the  case  of  Captain  Caleb,  late  master  of  American  schooner 
Adriana,  arrested  and  tried  for  smogi^ling,  and  of  any  fiirtber  proceedings  therain 
bald  since  Mr.  Beach's  investigation  of  the  a£fair,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  De- 
pariment  that  nothiog  of  conseqnence  has  transpired  in  the  referred  matter  from  the 
time  of  Mr.  Beach  leaving  this  place,  except  what  already  has  been  reported  in  my 
dispatch  No.  44  of  Angust  16  last,  relative  to  the  Mexican  circnit  conrt  at  Cnliacan, 
SInaloa,  having  confirmed  the  sentence  of  the  district  conrt  of  this  city ;  therefore 
Captain  Caleb  is  now  confined  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  five  years'  imprisonment, 
commencing  from  the  first  day  of  his  arrest. 

The  schooner  Adriana  was  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  23d  and  dSth  of  October, 
1863,  as  per  accompanying  notice,  published  in  the  weekly  Voz  de  California  of  the 
17ib,  also  oi  its  corresponding  translation. 

On  the  21st  of  the  above  said  month  Captain  Caleb,  convicted,  was  officially  trans- 
ferred from  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  federal  conrt  to  that  of  the  governor,  who  is  to 
put  in  execution  the  penalty  decreed  of  five  years'  imprisonment;  consequently,  the 

Snrenior  issued  orders  at  once  for  the  removal  of  Captain  Caleb  from  his  private  res- 
enoe  into  the  public  Jail,  where  he  remained  until  the  3Uth  of  said  October,  when, 
at  my  instance,  the  governor  released  him  under  parole  of  his  keeping  within  the 
boondary  of  the  private  residence  he  now  occupies.  I  have  also  been  informed  that 
sabeequentlv,  and  through  his  attorney,  Captain  Caleb  has  petitioned  to  the  President 
of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  requesting  pardon. 
I  am,  A.C., 

JAS.  VIOSCA,  Consul, 


[TrsnstatioD.l 

Maritime  Custom-Housk  of  La  Paz. 

NOTICK. 

The  goods  and  vessels  confiscated  by  Judicial  sentence  will  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion on  the  25th  day  hf  present  month. 

A  fhll-rigged  schooner  of  96  tons  burden,  called  the  Adriana. 

One  boat,  sloop-rigged,  of  6  tons  burden. 

One  diving  apparatus. 

Fonr  quintals  pearl  shells. 

Fonr  packages,  containing  ready-made  clothing  of  broadcloth,  oashmere,  woolen, 
ttnen,  silk,  cotton,  artificial  flowers,  hats,  cravats,  &,c. 

Which  is  hereby  made  publicly  known  for  the  persons  that  may  interest  themselves 
IB  the  purchase  of  the  said  goods  and  effects,  to  be  present  at  the  custom-house  at 
tiM  above  named  day,  with  tne  corresponding  bonds. 

F.  G.  GRINDA. 

La  Paz,  October  1,  1883. 
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Ko.244. 
Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  FreUnghuifien. 

No.  763.]  Legation  of  ths  United  States, 

Mexicoy  February  18, 1884.    (Received  March  6.) 

Sib  :  Year  dispatches  JSTos.  477, 12th  December,  1883 ;  492, 17th  Jan- 
nary,  1884;  494, 19th  January,  1884,  with  their  iDdosarea,  have  been 
received.  They  all  refer  to  the  case  of  Gapt  George  Caleb,  late  master 
of  the  Adriana. 

I  regret  to  see  that  the  Hod.  John  F.  Miller,  a  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia, appears  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  case  of  Captain  Caleb  has 
been  neglected  by  me.  I  think  I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to 
protect  him  in  his  rights. 

YoQ  will  remember  that  the  investigation  of  his  case  was  intrusted  to  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  that  in  transmitting  to  me 
a  copy  of  that  agent's  report  to  yon,  yon  informed  me  that  Captain  Caleb 
was  represented  in  the  appeal  by  counsel  who  appeared  zealous  in  his 
behalf,  and  that  the  future  legal  proceedings  which  might  be  taken  in 
his  behalf  would  be  reported  directly  to  you.  (See  your  dispatch  No. 
441, 16th  August,  1883.) 

When  that  dispatch  was  received  Captain  Caleb's  case  was  pending 
on  appeal  in  the  court  at  Culiacan.  I  was  subsequently  informed  by 
Consul  Yiosca  that  the  appellate  court  had  affirmed  the  sentence  of  the 
court  below,  and  this  I  communicated  to  you  in  my  dispatch  No.  683, 3d 
September,  1883. 

Whether  any  appeal  was  taken  by  Captain  Caleb  from  the  judgment 
of  the  court  at  Culiacan  or  not  I  have  not  been  informed. 

When  I  knew  that  the  case  was  before  the  Culiacan  court  I  requested 
Consul  Kelton,  at  Mazatlan,  within  whose  consular  district  Culiacan 
is,  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  case  should  the  judgment  of 
the  lower  court  be  affirmed,  in  order  that  I  might  be  able  to  a«oertain 
whether  the  proceedings  against  him  had  been  legally  conducted.  (See 
my  dispatch  No.  662,  9th  July,  1883.)  The  copy  of  the  record  asked  for 
has  never  been  received  by  me.  An  inspection  of  the  records  of  the 
judicial  proceedings  agaiust  him  was  the  only  ^^  investigation  "  of  his 
case  possible  to  me.  However,  on  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch.  No. 
447, 1  telegraphed  Consul  Kelton  to  inform  me  whether  Captain  Caleb 
was  in  prison  still;  and,  if  so,  where. 

Consul  Kelton  replied  that  Captain  Caleb  was  still  at  La  Paz ;  that 
the  ^^expediente"  (record)  of  his  case  had  been  sent  to  the  supreme 
court  here,  and  that  Captain  Caleb,  through  the  minister  of  justice,  had 
applied  to  the  President  for  a  pardon. 

Before  receiving  the  consul's  reply  I  had,  in  an  interview  with  Sefior 
Fernandez,  again  called  his  attention  to  Captain  Caleb's  case,  and 
urged  upon  him  his  release.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  man's  ag^ 
his  helplessness,  his  ill  health,  the  necessity  he  was  to  his  fomily,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  Adriana  having  been  confiscated  and  sold,  every- 
thing he  had  had  been  taken  from  him,  and  that  this,  added  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  already  been  in  prison  a  year,  ap|)eared  to  be  a  sufficient 
punishment  for  the  offense  which  he  was  charged  with  having  commit- 
ted. SefLor  Fernandez  then  informed  me  (and  I  learned  it  for  the  first 
time)  that  Captain  Caleb  had  petitioned  for  a  pardon,  and  that  in  his 
petition  he  had  confessed  his  guilt. 

1  then  urged  upon  him  that  even  if  he  were  guilty  (ui>on  which  I  ex- 
pressed no  opinion)  still  he  was  not  more  guilty  than  were  the  Mexi- 
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cans  engaged  with  him  in  the  enterprise  which  resulted  in  his  capture 
and  the  sentence  against  him,  and  that  it  appeared  to  me  the  height  of 
injustice  that  he  (an  American)  should  be  punished  for  an  offense  while 
his  partners  (Mexicans)  who  had  been  arrested  with  him  had  not  even 
been  prosecuted  therefor.  Sefior  Fernandez  said  that  he  would  con- 
verse with  the  President  upon  the  subject  and  see  what  could  be  done. 
In  this  interview  I  ashed  him  if  he  would  procure  and  furnish  me  with 
a  copy  of  Captain  CaleVs  petition  to  the  minister  of  justice  for  a  pardon. 
He  promised  me  he  would  do  so.  The  main  difficulty  which  Sefior  Fer- 
nandez appeared  to  find  in  the  way  of  Caleb's  discharge  was  the  ap- 
prehension that  as  soon  as  he  was  set  at  liberty  he  would  present  a 
claim  through  this  legation  for  damages. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1884, 1  saw  Sefior  Fernandez  again.  He  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  brought  Captain  Caleb's  case  to  the  notice  of  the 
President,  who  was  favorably  disposed  to  granting  him  relief,  but  that 
he  could  not  pardon  him,  because,  by  the  law  of  Mexico,  no  pardon  can 
be  granted  until  two-fifths  of  the  sentence  pronounced  against  the  ap- 
plicant has  been  executed.  I  again  urged  upon  Sefior  Fernandez  such 
further  reasons  as  occurred  to  me  for  his  release,  and  again  asked  him 
for  a  copy  of  Caleb's  petition  for  pardon,  which  he  again  promised  to 
send  me  as  soon  as  he  had  received  it. 

In  the  mean  time  I  called  on  Sefior  Romero  Bubio  and  asked  him 
what  steps  could  be  taken  for  Caleb's  protection  in  court  in  case  he  had 
appealed,  or  before  the  minister  of  justice  in  case  he  had  asked  for  a 
imrdon. 

Subsequently  he  informed  me  that  he  had  had  an  interview  with  the 
minister  of  justice,  who  was  favorably  disposed,  but  that  his  applica- 
tion for  pardon  could  not  be  acted  upon  unless  the  judgment  was  final, 
and  be  did  not  know  whether  it  was  final  or  not.  Even  if  it  were,  how- 
ever, it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  grant  it  for  the 
reasons  which  Sefior  Fernandez  gave  me,  and  which  I  have  set  forth 
above.  But  he  said  that  the  President  had  it  in  his  power  to  commute 
the  sentence,  and  that  if  such  an  application  were  made  it  would  be 
fovorably  considered,  and,  in  his  opinion,  that  was  the  best  course  to 
pursue.  This  application,  he  said',  could  be  made  by  any  person.  In 
this  interview  I  asked  Sefior  Bubio  if  the  minister  of  justice  had  shown 
him  (^ptain  Caleb's  petition  for  pardon,  and  if  it  really  contained  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  guilt.  He  replied  that  he  had  been  shown  the 
petition,  and  that  it  did  contain  the  acknowledgment. 

It  was  after  this  interview  with  Sefior  Bubio  that  I  received  Consul 
Kelton's  telegram  of  the  29th  December,  1883,  referred  to  above,  in- 
forming me  that  Captain  Caleb  was  still  at  La  Paz;  that  the  ''expedi- 
ente"  (record)  of  his  case  had  been  sent  to  the  supreme  court  here ; 
and  that  he  had  applied  to  the  President,  through  the  minister  of  jus- 
tice, for  a  pardon,  so  that  I  was  assured  of  his  having  petitioned  for 
clemency  by  Sefior  Fernandez,  Sefior  Bubio,  and  Consul  Kelton,  while 
his  acknowledgment  of  guilt  was  stated  to  have  been  made  by  the  two 
parties  first  named. 

I  then  employed  Mr.  Arthur  P.  Cushing,  a  member  of  the  Boston  bar 
and  a  practitioner  here,  to  examine  the  files  of  the  supreme  court  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  record  in  Captain  Caleb's  case  was 
on  them,  as  I  wished  to  be  informed  whether  it  was  there  on  appeal  by 
Caleb,  or  whether  it  had  been  sent  there  in  the  usual  course  of  the  judi- 
cial proceedings  as  practiced  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Cushing  informed  me  that  after  diligent  search  he  could  not  find 
that  the  recoil  had  ever  been  sent  to  the  supreme  court. 
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I  then  asked  Mr.  Cnshing  whether,  under  his  own  responsibility,  he 
would  present  a  petition  to  the  minister  of  justice  asking  on  behalf  <tf 
Caleb  a  commutation  of  his  sentence.  This,  it  appeared  to  me,  would 
be  the  shortest  and  most  practical  way  of  getting  him  out  of  his  trou- 
ble, for  if  his  sentence  could  be  commuted  to  a  fine,  to  be  paid  in  the 
obligations  of  the  Government  (as  I  am  assured  it  could  be  managed), 
it  will  amount  to  only  a  small  sum  in  reality.  Mr.  Gushing  agreed  to 
do  so,  and  he  did  so.  Then  he  called  on  me  and  said  that  the  minister 
of  justice  desired  that  I  should  authorize  him  to  appear  for  Caleb. 
This  I  declined  to  do,  for  the  reason  that,  although  it  had  been  posi- 
tively stated  to  me.  both  by  Senor  Fernandez  and  Seiior  Bubio,  that 
they  had  seen  his  aamission  of  guilt,  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  believe 
that  after  all  his  protestations  of  innocence  to  this  legation  he  oouM 
acknowledge  that  the  offense  for  which  he  was  suffering  had  been  prop- 
erly charg^  against  him,  and  I  did  not  propose  to  do  anything  whidi 
would  have  the  appearance  of  an  acknowledgment  of  his  guilt.  It  was 
then  stated  to  Mr.  Gushing  that  a  telegram  from  Caleb  to  him  author- 
izing him  to  make  the  appearance  above  referred  to  would  suffice.  Mr. 
Cushing  caused  Caleb  to.  be  telegraphed  on  the  21st  ultimo  to  that 
effect.  To  this  telegram  no  answer  has  been  made,  except  that  Caleb 
telegraphed  me  on  the  8th  instant  that  he  had  telegraphed  the  minister 
of  justice  ratifying  his  petition  for  a  pardon  made  in  October  last,  and 
asking  me  to  second  it. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  662,  July  9  last,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  re- 
quested Consul  Kelton  to  procure  and  transmit  to  me,  if  possible,  a  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of  Culiacan,  in  caae  the 
judgment  of  the  court  at  La  Paz  should  be  affirmed.  Consul  Keltoo 
has  not  complied  with  my  request.  I  inquired  of  him  the  reason  why, 
in  a  di8}»atch  which  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  5th  of  January,  1884. 
Consul  Kelton,  in  his  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  February,  explains  how  it  is 
that  my  request  was  not  complied  with.  His  residence  is  200  miles  dis- 
tant from  Culiacan,  which  prevented  him  from  giving  it  his  personal 
attention.  He,  however,  wrote  to  the  consular  agent  at  Altata,  as  well 
as  to  a  party  at  Culiacan,  upon  the  subject.  The  consular  agent  at 
Altata  had  resigned,  and  the  correspondent  at  Culiacan  had  left  the 
place. 

Neither  have  1  been  informed  nor  have  I  been  able  to  ascertain 
whether  Caleb  appealed  from  the  judgment  of  that  court. 

As  in  in  your  dispatch  JSTo.  441,  August  16, 188;5, 1  was  told  that  Mr. 
Galan,  Caleb's  counsel,  would  corresiK>nd  directly  with  the  Dopartment 
upon  the  result  of  that  trial  and  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case, 
I  assumed  that  he  would  comply  with  his  instructions,  and  that  I  would 
receive  instructions  in  respect  thereto,  but  I  have  received  none;  nor 
have  1  heard  from  him  in  respect  thereto.  It  was  therefore  impossible 
for  me  to  take  any  farther  of^cial  steps  in  the  matter. 

Thinking  that  iSenor  Fernandez  had  forgotten  to  send  me  the  copy  of 
Captain  Caleb's  petition  for  a  pardon,  which  he  had  promised,  I  ad- 
dressed him  a  note  on  the  21st  of  January,  reminding  him  of  his  prom- 
ise. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  received  his  note  of  the  4th,  transmitting  to  me 
a  copy  of  the  petition  for  pardon,  in  the  concluding  part  of  which  Caleb 
says: 

I  supplicate  yoa  to  pardon  me  the  crime  of  smnggling,  committed  in  December  of 
the  year  last  past,  in  having  traneferred  efi'ects  from  the  schooner  Adriana,  in  the  bay 
of  Palmo,  to  Los  Frailes,  in  Lower  California. 
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Smagglingy  aooording  to  the  laws  of  Mexico,  coDsists,  among  other 
thiDgei,  in — 

Tbe  diacharffe,  trsDBhipmeDt,  or  inuispoilation  of  merohaDdise  in  the  porta  or  on  the 
frontiers  (of  Mexico)  without  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  reapective  cuatoma  offi- 
cials, and  without  liaving  fulfilled  the  requireoDents  of  thia  tariff  law.  (Section  3  of 
article  86  of  the  Tariff.) 

The  penalty  for  the  infhiction  of  this  law,  when  the  goods  smuggled 
are  liable  to  a  dnty  of  $200,  is  five  ye>ars'  imprisonment. 

Ton  will  have  observed  that  Captain  Caleb  in  his  petition  for  pardon 
admits  that  he  transported  effects  from  his  vi  ssel  while  in  the  bay  of 
Palmo  to  Los  Frailes,  in  Lower  California. 

Beetiou  XY  of  article  85  of  the  constitution  gives  to  the  President 
the  power  to  pardon  offenders  in  conformity  with  the  law.  The  law 
(Oodijo  Penale,  art.  287)  provides — 

(1)  That  a  pardon  may  be  granted  unconditionally  when  it  is  asked 
for  by  a  person  who  has  rendered  important  services  to  the  nation, 
when  the  Oovernment  considers  it  necessary  to  the  public  peace,  or 
when  it  appears  that  the  prisoner  is  innocent  Captain  Caleb  does  not 
come  under  either  of  these  categories,  according  to  his  own  admissions. 

(2)  In  all  other  cases  it  may  be  granted  when  the  prisoner  has  com- 
pleted two-fifths  of  his  sentence.  Under  this  law,  then,  the  President 
would  have  no  authority  to  pardon,  as  Captain  Caleb  has  not  been  in 
confinement  that  length  of  his  sentence. 

I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty,  under  my  instructions,  to  ask  for 
anything  else  than  his  pardon,  and  this  I  did  the  day  after  I  received  a 
copy  of  his  petition  therefor.  As  the  power  to  pandon  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  power  to  commute,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  President,  if  he 
finds  it  impossible  to  liberate  him  absolutely,  will  commute  his  sentence 
to  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money.  Whatever  the  President  may  do 
in  the  matter  I  will  inform  you  by  telegraph.  Should  the  sentence  be 
commated  to  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  in  what  manner  can  it  be 
procured! 

In  the  meanwhile  I  deem  it  only  proper  that  you  should  be  informed 
how  far  your  instructions  respecting  Captain  Caleb  have  been  carried 
out. 

I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


lIno]Moreliiil(o.768.] 
Mr.  Cu9hiftg*8  petUion  in  behalf  of  Captain  Caleb, 

CniZBN  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  Bepublie  of  Mexico : 

Arthur  P.  Coahing,  an  American  citizen  domiciled  in  thia  city,  reapectfully  cornea 
before  you  and  aaya:  That  my  fellow-citizen,  the  American  citizen  George  Caleb,  cap- 
tain of  the  American  schooner  the  Adriana,  waa  taken  priaoner  in  the  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia, and  taken,  with  the  Adriana  to  the  port  of  La  Paz. 

The  aUeged  motive  for  hia  arreet  waa  that  he  intended  to  amuggle.  The  caae  waa 
aubmitted  to  a  competent  tribunal,  which  reanlt'Cd  in  a  Judgment  of  tirat  and  aecoud 
instance,  which  condemned  the  veaael  and  aentenced  Caleb  to  five  yeara'  imprison- 
ment. 

Aa  well  ae  hia  repreeentative  aa  on  my  own  account  every  confidence  ia  placed  in 
the  tribunal;  but  aa  Captain  Caleb  ia  an  old  man,  who  baa  a  family  to  aupport  who 
are  dependent  upon  hia  labor ;  and  aa,  beaidea,  he  baa  already  been  a  year  in  priaon, 
and  aa  he  ia  very  infirm,  and  if  hia  impriaonment  continnea  he  will  likely  die,  leaving 
a  numeroua  family  in  poverty,  it  appeara  to  me  proper  that  I  should,  knowing  the 
juatice  and  rectitude  of  the  anpreme  ma^iatrate  or  thia  nation,  bring  to  your  knowl- 
edge that  thia  beiuff  the  firat  time  Captain  Caleb  baa  been  in  Mexico  he  waa  ignorant 
of  the  cuatoma  and  lawa  of  the  country ;  that  he  came  here  for  account  of  other  par- 
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ties,  and  that  be  coald  not  anppose  that  those  whoee  merchandise  he  had  on  his  ves- 
sel intended  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  countrv.  Captain  Caleb's  situation  ia  so  anom- 
aloas  that  two  judgments  were  pronounced  asainst  him,  while  the  authors  of  the 
Bmu^gling  who  escaped  were  not  prosecuted,  from  which  results  the  legal  ab- 
surdity that  the  really  guilty  parties,  Mexican  citizens  are  at  liberty,  while  the  fbr- 
ei^er  alone,  who  was  only  a  passive  and  innocent  instrument,  baa  been  pnniidied 
with  the  loss  of  his  entire  fortune,  and  condemned  to  a  long  imprisonment. 

For  these  reasons,  and  from  the  sentiments  of  humanity  which  it  is  well  known 
are  entertained  by  the  chief  of  the  Mexican  nation,  I  appear  in  Captain  Caleb's  be- 
half to  beg  for  a  commutation  of  the  sentence  which  has  been  passed  upon  him,  and 
to  ask  you  to  grant  to  an  old  man,  a  foreigner,  ill  to  snch  an  extent  that  if  his  im- 
prisonment is  prolonged  he  will  die  far  from  his  home  and  family. 

In  the  name  of  this  unhappy  family,  afflicted  with  srief  and  soon  to  become  or^ 
phans,  I  ask  whether  you,  Mr.  President,  will  not  fumiui  another  proof  that  the  good 
and  philanthropic  feelincs  of  the  heart  know  no  nationality,  but  that  they  are  the 
same  for  foreigners  and  Mexicans  alike  when  they  need  tbem.  In  the  name  also  of 
this  aged  man,  who  has  grown  gray  in  a  constant  strife  with  the  wav^  to  obtain  a 
support  for  his  numerous  family,  I  appeal  to  yon,  and  beg  tbat  yon  will  grant  the 
commutation  which  Captain  Caleb  has  prayed  for. 

He  will  owe  to  you  more  than  his  pardon.  He  will  be  your  debtor  for  his  life,  his 
tranquillity,  and  the  support  of  his  numerous  family. 

ARTHUR  P.  CU8HING. 

Mexico,  January  10,  1884. 


[Inclosnre  2  in  No.  753.~TransUtion.] 

Mr,  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

Dbpartmkmt  fok  Fobeion  Rbultions, 

Mexico,  February  4,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  Referring  to  your  excell^ioy's  note  of  the  2Ist  of  January  last,  and 
to  my  reply  thereto  of  the  iMth,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  here- 
with a  copy  of  the  petition  for  pardon  presented  bv  Capt.  George  Caleb,  which  docu- 
ment was  sent  by  the  department  of  justice  to  the  department  under  my  charge  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month. 
I  renew,  &.C., 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


fetitien  of  Captain  Caleb  for  pardon, 
[Tranalation.] 

Mr.  Secretary  of  Justice  : 

George  Caleb,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  United  States  of  America,  and 
a  citizen  thereof,  respectfully  represents :  That  in  December  of  the  year  last  past  he 
came  to  Lower  California  in  command  of  the  American  schooner  Adriana..  of  whieh  he 
was  a  part  owner,  in  the  acquisition  of  which  he  had  invested  the  savings  of  years 
and  had  pledged  his  credit,  and  that  on  his  first  voyage  he  was  arrested,  with  his 
vessel,  in  Mexican  waters,  accused  of  smuggling,  imprisoned,  tried,  convicted,  and 
sentenced  to  lose  his  vessel  and  to  five  years'  imprisonment,  after  having  expended 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  crew  of  his  vessel  the  freight  which  he  had  earned. 

It  would  be  useless  to  recapitulate  the  facts  which  have  brought  me  to  the  prison  in 
which  I  am  languishing  and  perishing,  and  besides,  to  do  so  I  should  have  to  crimi- 
nate others,  and  thus,  l^ides  being  a  prisoner,  I  should  become  an  informer. 

But,  sir,  I  am  fifty-six  years  of  age.  I  have  a  family  to  support.  I  have  lost  every- 
thing 1  possessed,  besides  my  credit,  and  the  ten  months  imprisonment  which  I  have 
suffered  has  reduced  me  to  such  a  miserable  state  of  health,  that  the  doctors  (who 
generally  give  hope  to  their  patients)  will  not  say  that  I  will  recover. 

The  ends  which  the  legislator  bad  in  view  have  been  sufficiently  answered  by  the 
severe  punishment  which  I  am  suffering,  without  its  being  aggravated  by  the  death  to 
which  I  shall  be  exposed  if  I  am  kept  in  prison  during  the  whole  time  to  whieh  I  have 
been  sentenced,  and  I  have  faith  that  the  President  will  look  with  humane  eyes  upon 
my  position,  and  wiU  exercise  the  holy  prerogative  which  the  law  gives  him  to  pardon 
offenses  committed  against  the  federal  laws. 

I  beg  you  to  pardon  me  for  the  smuggling  committed  in  December  of  the  year  last 
passed  in  transporting  goods  from  the  schooner  Adriana,  in  the  bay  of  Pulmo,  to  Los 
Frailcs,  in  Lower  Califomia,  and  that  I  may  receive  the  mercy  and  pardon  which  I 
implore. 

GEORGE  CALEB. 
La  Paz,  Octo6er25,  1883. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO.  353 

[InoloBiire  3  in  Ko.  753.] 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Fernandez, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  February  7, 1884. 

Sie:  I  have  beeu  instmcted  by  the  Department  of  State  at  Washingtoo  to  bring  to 
the  consideration  of  your  honor's  Government  the  case  of  Capt.  George  Caleb,  of  the 
American  schooner  Adriaua. 

Captain  Caleb,  as  the  correspondence  between  this  legation  and  the  department  for 
foreign  relations  shows,  was  on  a  voyage  with  his  vessel  from  San  Francisco  to  La 
Paz,  Lower  California.  Having  reached  the  Gulf  of  California,  he  was,  on  or  about 
the  Ist  of  January,  1H83,  arrested  by  Mexican  otBoials  and,  with  his  vessel  and  crew, 
taken  to  La  Paz,  where  they,  as  well  as  the  vessel  itself,  were  prosecuted  for  smug- 
gliog.  The  goods  which  it  was  said  it  was  the  intention  of  Captain  Caleb  to  smuggle 
were  condemned,  as  was  also  his  vessel.  The  crew  were  discharged  and  Captain 
Caleb  was  condemned  by  the  court  at  La  Paz  tu  five  years'  imprisonment.  The  case 
was  appealed  to  the  court  at  Culiacan,  where  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  was 
affirmed.     He  is  now  in  confinement. 

My  Government  has  been  informed  that  Captain  Caleb  has  applied  to  his  excel- 
lency the  President  of  Mexico  for  a  pardon,  and  it  is  with  the  view  of  obtaining  exec- 
utive clemency  in  his  behalf  that  I  have  been  instructed  to  bring  his  case  again  before 
yon. 

Captain  Caleb  is  a  man  advanced  in  years  and  infirm.  He  was  ill  when  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  is,  I  am  informed,  now  in  a  suffering  state  of  health.  So  infirm  is 
he  that  from  the  day  of  his  arrest,  through  the  humanity  of  the  authorities  at  La  Paz, 
he  was  permitted  to  lodge  in  a  private  house,  and  after  his  sentence,  and  when 
he  was  sent  to  the  common  jail,  such  was  his  condition  that  the  authorities  removed 
him  thereupon  and  ag[ain  allowed  him  to  remain  In  a  private  dwelling. 

He  has  a  family  entirely  dependent  upon  him  for  support.  All  the  property  he  had 
was  his  interest  in  the  schooner  Adriana,  and,  that  vessel  having  been  confiscated,  he 
IS  now  destitute.  His  ruin  is  therefore  complete,  and  if  the  balance  of  the  sentence 
to  which  he  has  been  sentenced  be  remitted,  he  and  his  family  would  be  dependent 
upon  his  daily  labor  for  his  daily  bread.  Surely  this  woald  appear  to  be  punishment 
enough  for  so  trifling  an  offense  as  he  was  found  guilty  of. 

But  it  is  not  probable  that  he  will  survive  his  imprisonment.  He  has  been  in  con- 
finement now  for  more  than  a  year.  Assuming  him  to  be  guilty  of  the  offense  which 
he  is  charged  with  having  committed,  my  Government  is  induced  to  believe  that  the 
ends  of  justice  will  have  been  sufficiently  met  by  the  punishment  he  has  already  borne, 
and  that  by  the  exercise  of  his  prerogative  -in  the  case  his  excellency  the  President 
of  Mexico  will  afford  a  strong  proof  of  his  friendship  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  and  at  the  same  time  be  guilty  of  no  measure  of  injustice  to  the  Government 
of  Mexico. 

There  are  circumstances  connected  with  this  case  which  would  seem  to  insure  the 
favorable  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  President  to  the  application  of  Captain 
Caleb  for  pardon,  which  I  have  been  instructed  to  join  in.  When  the  Adriana  was 
first  boarded  by  Mexican  officials  she  was  lying  at  anchor,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
indicate  that  she  had  been  engaged  in  an  illicit  trade. 

It  was  after  the  Mexican  officers  had  left  her  that  they  discovered  a  small  vessel 
heading  for  the  coast.  They  interceptc^d  her  and  found  on  her  a  trifling  amount  of 
merchandise  which  her  crew  said  had  been  transshipped  from  the  Adriana.  This 
vessel  was  seized  and  conveyed  to  where  the  Adnana  was  anchored,  and  both  ves- 
sels, with  their  crews,  were  taken  in  custody  to  La  Paz.  Both  vessels  were  prosecuted 
and  both  were  condemned.  But  only  Captain  Caleb  and  the  crbw  of  the  Adriana 
were  prosecuted. 

The  crew  of  the  Mexican  vessel,  whose  guilt  was  certainly  equal  to  that  of  Captain 
Caleb,  have  never  been  punished. 

Considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  hope  that  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent will  find  it  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  appeal  of  my  Grovernment  in  sup- 
port of  the  petition  which  this  aged,  infirm,  and  unfortunate  man  has  made  for  a  re- 
mission of  tne  punishment  which  he  has  been  subjected  to. 
I  renew,  &e., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 
23  PB 
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No.  245. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Morgan. 

No.  508.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofiy  February  19,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  yoor  information  and  for  snch  use  as 
may  be  ma<le  of  them  copies  of  the  below  mentioned  correspondence 
relative  to  the  case  of  Gapt.  George  Caleb,  late  of  the  American  schooner 
Adriana,  and  which  were  referred  hither  the  11th  and  12th  instant,  by 
the  Hon  John  F.  Miller,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  Senate. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inclosare  1  in  No.  508.  ] 
Mr,  Maytorena  to  Hon.  John  F.  Miller. 

La  Paz,  January  25,  1H84. 

Sir  :  Having  acted  as  interpreter  daring  Captain  Caleb's  trial,  I  deem  it  a  duty 
to  that  j^entleman  to  make  an  impartial  statement  of  the  facts  as  they  came  ander 
my  cognizance.  It  ivas  known  in  this  place,  and  commented  upon,  that  a  schooner, 
name  unknown,  had  been  seen  for  fully  a  week  or  ten  days  previous  to  the  Adri- 
ana's  arrival  standing  oft'  and  on,  going  out  to  sea  at  daylight  and  toward  land  at 
night.  This  can  be  proved  when  the  time  comes,  but  no  mention  was  made  of  this 
circumstance  during  the  trial.  An  inquiry  into  the  matter  would  have  brought  out 
the  true  facts  and  led  to  the  conviction  of  the  truly  guilty  parties.  Before  the  Adri- 
ana  was  brought  into  port,  Napoleon  Savin  lodged  information  in  writing  in  the 
custom-bouse,  stating  that  he  had  found  some  cases  of  goods  on  the  shore  of  a  place 
called  Frailes  Bay.  This  point  was  also  overlooked  in  the  investigation.  As  to  the 
depositions  given  in.  the  witnesses  thereto  being,  to  a  certain  extent,  subject  to  con- 
trol or  pressure,  I  place  no  reliance  on  them  legally  and  morally  speaking,  as  they 
[the  witnesses]  were  not  free  agents  in  tliis  matter,  and  were  not  cross-examined  to 
my  knowledge. 

On  the*i7tn  December,  1882,  the  Adriana  was  at  anchor  in  Frailes  Bay,  into  which 
anchorage  she  had  been  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  it  being  unsafe  to  keep  to  sea  in 
the  state  she  was  in,  sails  torn,  cargo  shifted,  leaking  badly,  and  crew  used  np. 
Here  it  was  that  the  revenue  sloop  found  her  at  anchor.  The  officer  boarded  her 
and  demanded  the  ship's  papers,  and,  after  having  examined  them,  remarked  that  they 
were  in  due  form  and  he  would  report  them  as  such.  At  daylight  of  the  same  day 
a  boat  in  which  the  smuggled  goods  were  found  was  inshore,  fully  2  miles  away,  as 
the  mate  and  crew  have  repeatedly  told  me,  the  chart  bearing  them  out,  said  boat 
remaining  at  anchor  from  9  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.,  when  she  was  seized.  After  the  seizure 
the  boat  was  brought  alongside  the  Adriana. 

During  the  examinations,  at  no  time  did  the  crew  in  the  slightest  manner  vary 
their  statements,  and  one  and  all  from  first  to  last  said  the  same  thing,  and  unani- 
mously bear  witness  to  Caleb's  mental  deraogement  for  some  time  previous.  This 
important  fact  was  completelv  ignored  during  the  trial.  Had  due  consideration  been 
taken,  it  would  have  materially  changed  the  face  of  the  affair.  The  animus  was  not 
concealed,  as  the  men  in  whose  possession  were  found  the  goods,  corpiu  delicti,  were 
allowed  to  escape,  and  the  statement  of  an  insane  man  was  considered  sufficient  for 
conviction. 

The  law  deems  a  man  innocent  until  his  gnilt  has  been  conclusively  proved,  and 
lays  down  certain  fixed  principles,  which  are  so  many  finger-posts  laying  out  our 
road.  On  the  morning  oi  the  28th  the  men  were  put  ashore.  Now  arises  the  ques- 
tion if,  as  the  officer  says,  he  found  a  boat  alongside,  why  were  the  receivers  allowed 
to  go  t  According  to  the  definition  of  crime — **  doing  what  the  law  forbids  or  failing 
to  do  what  it  commands" — it  is  unaccountable  and  exceedingly  strange,  the  action 
taken  in  this  matter,  and  more  so  if  we  call  to  mind  the  pains  and  penalties  attached 
to  receivers  of  goods  which  are  dutiable.  And,  furthermore,  as  the  interested  party 
claimed  that  he  was  tempted  to  betray  his  trust,  in  this  arises  a  question  of  veracity 
between  the  two.  As  they  were  taken  ashore  one  of  them  remarked,  '*  Good-bve, 
captain ;  they  have  taken  all  our  money  and  are  letting  us  go,''  which  tallies  with 
the  officer's  statement  regarding  bribery.  In  all  laws  the  principle  is  laid  down,  first 
find  who  will  derive  the  greatest  benefit  fi*om  the  crime  committed  and  yon  will  find 
the  true  criminal.    Conmient  is  unnecessary. 
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If  in  the  lawB  of  evidonce  certain  rales  are  laid  down  in  regard  to  witnesses,  they 
have  been  totally  disregarded,  and  in  common  law  their  testimony  Wonld  have  been 
overmled  if  the  jndge  knew  his  dnty  and  wanted  to  do  it.  Yattel  lavs  down  the  prin- 
ciple that  we  are  bonnd  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  country  we  may  happen  to  be  in. 
Granted,  bat  any  infraction  thereof  must  be  remedied,  pursuant  to  the  same,  by  the 
action  of  t^e  home  government,  as  absence  does  not  dissolve  the  tie  that  exists  be- 
tween the  citizen  ana  his  country. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  judge  before  passing  sentence  to  take  into  consideration  the 
standing  and  character  of  the  accused,  his  previous  reputation  ;  in  a  word,  to  pass  in 
review  the  past  life  of  the  accused,  and  then  weigh  the  facts  impartially  ere  he  can 
arrive  at  a  final  decision.  This  was  uot  done,  or,  if  it  was,  it  does  not  appear,  as  the 
sen  fen  CO  was  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law. 

i'nri  her  more,  at  the  time  the  statement  was  made  in  the  custom-house  the  sailors 
protested  against  it  as  the  action  of  an  insane  man.  This  was  not  heeded,  as  it  should 
have  been,  and  their  subsequent  testimony  bears  out  the  fact,  corroborated  by  the 
medical  certificate  of  Drs.  Hidalgo  and  Martinez.  These  gentlemen  examined  Cap- 
tain Caleb,  and  said  certificate  is  in  the  trial  papers.  It  may  be  safely  atfirmed 
that  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  admission  of  one  sufferi)ig  temporary  derangement 
has  been  used  for  conviction,  and  in  all  likelihood  it  will  never  happen  again,  as  it 
is  hard  to  believe  that  the  law  will  ever  be  twisted  in  such  a  way  as  it  has  been 
under  pre&sure.  This  is  proved  on  the  appeal  and  letter  from  Culiacan,  which  has 
been  seen  by  many  parties  here.  In  this  letter  the  statement  is  made  that  the  case 
has  been  fixed  to  suit  the  wishes  of  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

The  twentieth  article  of  the  constitution  of  1857,  iu  the  definition  of  the  rights  of 
man,  lays  down  the  guarantees  which  in  this  case  have  been  foully  wronged.  Frac- 
tion third  declares  *''  that  he  shall  be  brought  before  his  accuser,  and  shall  know  the 
parties  testifying  against  him."  This  was  not  done,  and  therefore  the  whole  proceed- 
ing is  null  and  void,  as  no  unconstitutional  act  can  be  considered  legal.  This  being  a 
violation  which  involves  official  responsibility,  I  am  not  bonnd  to  abide  by  adeoision, 
when  the  guarantees  accorded  to  criminals  have  been  denied  me. 

Tbe  true  animus  was  plainly  demonstrated  during  the  trial,  and  the  sentence  has 
proved  it  beyond  doubt.  The  crew  were  not  brougnt  face  to  face  with  the  captors, 
nor  were  they,  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  examined  iu  the  presence  of  the  ac- 
cused, if  at  all,  save  in  the  preliminary  examination,  and  then  not  in  his  presence. 

Fraction  fourth  declares  that  "he  shall  be  famished  with  all  the  data  necessary 
for  his  defense."  This  was  not  done,  as  only  garbled  copies  were  furnished  to  the 
defense;  another  infraction,  to  which  attention  is  most  respectfully  called.  As  we 
are  bound  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  we  may  happen  to  be,  we  are 
justified  in  protesting  against  any  violation  thereof.  Surh  are  the  facts  in  this  case, 
and  the  statement  here  made  can  be  verified  by  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  sent  to 
Washington. 

We  shall  now  review  the  case  and  judge  it  accordingly. 

Smuggling  is  the  act  of  introducing  goods  clandestinely.  No  substantial  proof  was 
brought  forward  during  the  trial.  The  crew  denied  the  allegation  made  by  the  cook 
and  boy,  and  then  the  defense  was  not  allowed  to  cross-question  the  witnesses  for  the 

Srosecution ;  thereby  the  defense  was  made  a  farce,  as  the  means  to  make  it  good  were 
enied.  In  all  laws  the  accused  or  dt'fendaut  has  undoubted  right,  through  his  at- 
torney, to  cross-question,  and  by  those  means  arrive  at  the  truth.  But  iu  this  case  it 
was  not  so,  as  has  been  shown.  Had  the  vessel  been  consigned  to  any  other  house 
in  this  port  she  would  never  have  been  seized,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  many,  if  not 
all,  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place.  Said  house  has  made  many  enemies,  and  they 
are  watching  for  an  opening  to  injure  it,  should  opportunity  occur.  The  goods  that 
were  seized  at  Frailes'  Bay  were  marked  P.  H.  &  Co. :  the  numbers  did  not  agree  with 
the  manifest  nor  with  the  description  of  goods  it  called  for,  and  the  duties  were  paid 
on  the  cargo  and  the  cases  seized  were  the  only  ones  that  were  contraband.  Another 
point.  The  sentence  called  for  the  imprisonment  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  they  are 
at  large,  and,  so  far  as  known,  no  effort  has  been  made  for  their  arrest.  The  only 
sufferer  throughout  is  an  American  citizen,  who  claims,  and  Justly  so,  the  protection 
of  his  country. 

With  regards,  &c., 

F.  R.  MAYTORENA. 


[Inclosore  2  in  No.  508.] 

Captain  Caleb  tQ  Mr.  Miller. 

La  Paz,  Mexico.,  Fe^nruary  1, 1884. 
My  Dkar  Sir:  I  directed  a  letter  to  you  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  San  Francisco,  some 
time  past.     I  hope  that  you  received  it.    I  now  wish  to  be  permitted  to  write  again, 
hoping  I  do  not  intrude  or  take  up  too  much  of  your  valuable  time.    I  received  your 
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kind  letter  dated  December  13,  and  manj  thanks  to  you  for  the  interest  you  have  taken 
in  me  and  my  ca8e,  which  I  shall  not  forget,  neither  my  many  friends  in  Califoniia. 
I  wonld  be  thankfnl  if  yon  wonld  have  the  report  that  Mr.  H.  N.  Beach  made  in  my 
case  at  the  State  Department  Hent  to  me,  and  also  the  report  of  the  United  States 
consnl,  as  I  am  well  aware  that  there  has  been  some  foul  play  a^nst  me,  and  have 
good  reason  to  believe  the  United  States  consul  has  been  deceiving  me  all  this  time 
and  working  in  the  interest  of  some  Mexican  relatives  of  his.  He  will  not  tell  me  any- 
thing that  passes  in  ray  case,  and  will  not  ans^iCer  my  letters.  It  is  said  that  I  am  kept 
here  as  a  sacrifice  to  save  some  Mexican's  reputation  and  losses.  It  is  about  time  for 
me  to  open  my  eyes  and  to  know  who  has  done  his  duty  by  me.  I  don't  consider  that 
I  have  been  treated  like  an  American  citizen  at  this  place  or  as  a  gentleman,  and  if 
the  United  States  consul  don't  inform  me  as  to  whom  to  look  to  for  my  right,  I  cannot 
aee  anything  he  has  done  to  help  me  out  of  this  deep  distress.  He  never  looked  for 
testimony  in  my  behalf  to  send  to  the  State  Department,  and  never  was  present  in 
court  while  the  trial  was  going  on  to  see  Justice  done  me.  He  did  not  interest  him- 
eelf  about  me  or  the  crew,  and  got  on  bad  terms  with  my  lawyer.  I  had  no  one  to  look 
to,  I  being  sick  in  bed  and  not  able  to  defend  myself.  I  don't  know  who  the  parties 
were  who  testified  against  me,  as  I  never  saw  them.  My  trial  never  was  read  to  me, 
and  my  sentence  was  not  pronounced  by  the  judge  who  committed  me.  I  have  not 
heard  one  word  about  the  appeal  of  my  case,  and  there  is  no  one  to  inform  me.  I  coold 
aay  much  more  but  I  am  in  the  power  of  a  certain  set  of  men  at  this  place  who  might 
make  things  more  uncomfortable  for  me.  Mr.  Beach  was  not  long  enough  in  this 
place  to  give  out  the  true  facts  of  this  case  and  that  is  why  I  wish  to  know  of  his  re- 
port, or  the  part  of  it  he  got  from  the  United  States  consul.  All  the  men  who  were 
accnsed  with  me  were  at  large  all  the  time  the  trial  was  going  on.  When  sentence 
was  passed  they  left,  and  some  of  them  are  here  now  on  the  streets,  no  attempt  being 
made  to  detain  them.  Is  that  righ  t  f  A  man  cannot  smuggle  alone.  I  am  about  sixty 
years  old,  forty  years  at  sea,  twenty-five  years  master,  and  this  is  my  first  trouble 
with  a  vessel.  Three  years  ago  my  vessel  lost  about  $900.  W.  Ward,  Sacramento 
street,  paid  the  bill.  I  was  half  owner  of  the  vessel  when  signed,  besidea  $105  ton- 
nage, dues,  and  pilotage.  The  men  were  paid  three  and  a  half  months  after  seizure 
of  vessel,  their  board  while  in  prison,  and  three  months  extra  wages  and  sent  home. 
Is  all  this  right  t  I  am  sick  and  I  cannot  gain  my  health.  I  have  had  the  vellow 
fever  and  the  effects  of  it  are  in  me,  with  my  other  complainta,  and  God  onlv  knows 
what  I  have  suffered  in  body  and  mind  these  thirteen  months.  No  frienda,  never 
a  kind  word,  and  not  a  sight  of  the  consul.  If^  there  is  a  vice-consul  I  have  never 
seen  him.    General  R.  M.  Kangil,  governor,  has  treated  me  kindly  so  far.     He  is  a  fine 

Smtleman.  If  any  testimony  is  reqnired,  the  interpreter  in  the  case  will  give  details, 
is  name  is  F.  R.  Maytorena.  He  knows  all  the  facts  about  the  case.  Please  excuse 
a  badly  written  letter,  as  1  am  not  in  a  condition  to  write,  and  have  no  one  to  write 
for  me.  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  taking  up  your  valuable  time,  and  allow  me  to  re- 
main your  humble  servant, 

GEO.  CALEB, 
Late  Captain  of  the  Jdriana  of  San  FramdMeo, 

All  I  ask  is  Justice.  I  am  a  man  that  don't  find  fault  unless  badly  treated.  I  hope 
not  to  lose  my  vote  this  year. 

Mr.  Beach  told  me  not  to  write  any  more  to  the  Department.  I  would  not  have  done 
aOf  but  1  don't  think  things  are  goiug  right  about  my  case  at  this  place. 


No.  246. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

\^^  Ki  1  \  Department  of  State, 

'^  Washington,  February  2Sy  ISSl. 

Sir  •  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  addressed  by  Mr.  Frederick  R.  Maytorena, 
of  La  Paz,  to  Capt.  George  Calebs  respecting  the  latter's  imprisonment 
and  the  seizure  of  his  vessel  by  the  Mexican  authorities  at  that  port 

^  ^^'  *^*'  FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 
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Mr,  Maytorena  to  Mr,  Caleb, 

La  Paz,  January  30,  1884. 

Sib:  Toars  dnly  received.  As  it  would  take  too  long  to  go  into  details  to  show 
JQst  when  and  where  the  infractions  of  law  occurred,  I  will  ^ive  you  a  plain  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  the  case  from  notes  taken  during  the  trial  and  from  information 
given  me  by  the  mate  and  crew  of  the  Adrian  a. 

The  schooner  Adriana,  George  Caleb  master,  on  a  voyage  from  San  Francisco  to  La 
Paz,  was  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  to  put  into  Fraues  Bay  with  her  sails  torn 
and  deck-load  shifted,  and  leaking  badly,  as  is  shown  by  reference  to  her  log  book. 
While  she  was  at  anchor  at  this  place,  with  two  anchors  down  with  sixty  fathoms  of 
chain  to  each,  the  revenue  sloop  came  up  and  the  officer  in  charge  asked  to  see  the 
ship's  papers.  These  were  examined  by  him  in  the  presence  of  the  crew,  and  were 
declared  to  be  all  right,  and  you  were  told  that  you  might  go  when  and  where  you 
pleased.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  you  a  letter  to  the  collector  of  this  port,  which, 
after  the  sloop  on  which  the  ^oods  were  found  had  been  seized,  he  called  for  and 
destroved. 

At  the  time  of  her  seizure  this  sloop  was  fully  two  miles  away,  inshore.  Imme- 
diately after  her  seizure,  however,  she  was  brought  over  to  the  Adriana,  and  permis- 
sion was  asked  and  obtained  to  put  the  cases  that  were  on  board  on  the  schooner's 
deck.  These  circumstances  the  men  were  not  permitted  to  relate,  being  told  that 
they  were  irrelevant.  -  It  may  also  be  stated  that  only  one  man  of  this  sloop's  crew 
was  brought  to  this  place,  being  brought  here  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1883,  and 
set  at  liberty,  a  proceeding  for  which  I  have  so  far  been  unable  to  find  a  precedent. 

As  the  two  sloops  were  l>eing  towed  by  the  Adriana  from  Frailes  Bay  to  this  place 
the  schooner  was  boarded,  when  30  miles  at  sea,  her  papers  seized,  and  command 
assumed  by  the  captors.  It  is  stated  by  the  mate,  who  was  in  command  at  the  time, 
yon  being  sick  and  unable  to  keep  on  deck,  that  no  order  was  shown  him,  and  that 
when  the  vessel  got  into  port  he  was  forbidden  to  hoist  the  flag.  You  were  made  a 
prisoner  in  your  cabin,  and  were  not  allowed  to  hold  intercourse  with  any  one. 

By  such  procedure  two  rules  of  the  Ley  de  Partida  were  infringed.  As  to  receivers 
it  is  provided : 

"To  all  those  guilty  of  the  commission  of  crime,  of  connseling  it,  and  of  conceal- 
ing it  shall  be  applied  the  same  penalty  "  [translation].    Regla  19,  tit.  24,  Partida?. 

When  you  were  taken  to  the  custom-house  you  were  temporarily  deranged  by  ill- 
ness.    In  such  case  it  is  provided  : 

'*  A  man  is  out  of  his  wits  when  he  does  nothing  straightforwardly,  and  therefore  he 
cannot  bind  himself,  because  he  neither  knows  nor  can  distinguish  between  that 
which  injures  and  that  which  benefits  him''  [translation].  Regla  4,  tit.  34,  Par- 
tida — . 

Such  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  your  case.  I  could  enlarge  upon  them,  but  it  would 
take  too  much  time,  as  the  mail  is  about  to  close.  But  should  yon  desire  me  at  any 
future  time  as  a  witness,  I  shall  always  be  ready,  law  in  hand,  to  bear  witness  U> 
what  I  have  stated ;  and  I  am  confident  that  I  conld  show  that  no  opportunity  was 
given  you  to  present  your  defense. 
With  the  greatest  regard,  &c., 

FRED*K  R.  MAYTORENA. 

P.  S. — Having  been  appointed  interpreter  by  the  court,  I  nm  cognizant  of  all  that 
took  place.  One  of  the  parties  sentenced  is  now  at  large,  the  true  animus  bein^  to 
injure  you.  When  Mr.  Beach  was  here  I  expected  to  be  called  upon  for  information, 
but  was  not,  nor  can  I  say  that  the  consul  or  vice-consul  were  in  court,  although  the 
crew  often  said  they  wanted  the  consul  present.  He  took  no  interest  in  the  case, 
and  made  no  effort  for  the  release  of  the  crew,  who  were  kept  in  Jail  seventy-five  days. 
The  Jadge  bade  me  tell  them  that  their  detention  was  illegal. 

MAYTORENA. 

The  writer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  F.  R.  Maytorena,  was  the  interpreter  in  my  case,  and 
will  famish  any  information  that  may  be  asked  on  sending  word  to  him  at  this  place, 
and  will  tell  all  that  transpired,  and  the  way  the  trials  were  conducted.  My  lawyer, 
Mr.  C.  F.  Gkilan,  will  do  so  likewise.  I  do  not  know  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court,  being  sick  in  bed  during  my  trial,  and  the  record  not  being 
read  to  me. 

GEO.  CALEB. 
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No.  247. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan, 

110.522.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  10, 1884. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  753, 
of  the  18th  ultimo,  wherein  you  give  a  full  and  succinct  review  of  your 
treatment  of  the  case  of  Capt.  George  Caleb,  late  of  the  American 
schooner  Adriana.  In  commending  and  approving  your  action,  I  ob- 
aerve  that  Senator  Miller  was  apprised,  in  reply  to  his  several  letters 
upon  the  subject,  that  you  had  labored  zealously  in  Captain  Caleb's 
behalf,  and  had  done  everything  consistent  with  your  official  position. 
I  shall  now  transmit  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  as  the  best  evidence,  if 
that  were  necessary,  to  support  the  Department's  statement  to  him. 

The  attorney  of  Captain  Caleb  at  La  Paz,  Mr.  Galan,  has  not  so  far 
addressed  the  Department  directly  in  his  client's  interests.    You  have 
been  regularly  furnished  with  all  pax)ers  that  have  come  to  its  knowl- 
edge respecting  Captain  Caleb's  case. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  248. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  570.]  DEPART>tENT  OF  STATE, 

Washingtonj  May  17,  1884. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  Nos.  775  and  776,  both  of  the  25th  ultimo,  have 
been  received.  Your  No.  775  is  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  owners 
of  the  American  schooner  Daylight,  of  Bath,  Me.,  which  vessel  while 
at  anchor  outside  of  the  bar  near  the  harbor  of  Tampico,  being  then  on 
her  voyage  from  KeylVest,  Fla.,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber  for  Tampico, 
was,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1882,  at  night,  run  into  by  the  Mexican  gun- 
boat Independencia,  the  vessel  and  cargo  becoming  a  total  loss ;  with 
that  dispatch  you  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  of  the  23d  of 
the  same  month  on  the  subject,  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Fernandez,  the 
secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  Mexico. 

I  have  given  to  the  suggestions  of  that  minister's  note  such  consid- 
eration as  its  importance  and  the  high  source  from  which  these  sugges- 
tions emanate  demand.  Mr.  Fernandez,  conceiving  that  the  views  of 
his  Government  as  heretofore  presented  by  him  had  not  been  fully  un- 
derstood by  this  Department,  reiterates  the  essential  points  of  his  pre- 
vious arguments,  stating,  in  a  categorical  form,  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  rest.  These,  for  convenience,  I  briefly  restate.  They  are:  "That 
the  owners  of  the  Daylight  can  make  their  direct  demand  on  the  Mexi- 
can Government  before  the  Mexican  tribunals  without  previous  per- 
mission. That  the  Mexican  Government  is  considered  as  a  person,  and 
as  such  can  sue  and  be  sued  before  the  proper  tribunals." 

From  these  grounds  Mr.  Fernandez  concludes  that  should  the  Govern- 
ment deem  it  best  that  the  matter  of  the  Daylight  be  settled  between 
the  two  Governments,  the  United  States  minister  and  the  Mexican  de- 
partment of  foreign  aflfairs  will  be  the  medium  through  which  the  set- 
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tlemeDt  will  be  made,  the  department  of  war  and  navy  acting  as 
witnesses  only  of  the  facts.  ^'Bnt,"  says  Mr.  Fernandez,  <Mt  having 
been  a  practice  constantly  sustained  by  the  Government  that  a  diplo- 
matic coarse  cannot  be  taken  when  it  interferes  in  favor  of  persons, 
except  in  case  of  a  denial  of  justice,  Senor  Mariscal  and  I  had  the  honor 
to  notify  your  excellency  that  the  complainant  (or  complainants)  must 
himself  appear  before  the  department  of  war  and  navy,  regretting 
that  such  a  course  is  necessary." 

Mr.  Fernandez's  sixth  and  last  conclusion  is  that  ^'the  disaster  of 
the  Daylight  having  occurred  in  Mexican  waters  the  Mexican  tribunals 
are  the  proper  oue^  to  hear  this  case,  as  well  as  any  other  which  treats 
of  the  defining  of  civil  or  criminal  responsibility,  and  decide  what 
grade  or  form  of  responsibility  must  be  laid  upon  the  delinquents  in 
the  deplorable  case.'' 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  these  several  propositions  of  the 
distinguished  secretary  for  foreign  relations  of  Mexico,  1  find  myself 
wholly  unable  to  agree  with  him  in  the  conclusion  that  the  doctrine  em- 
braced in  them  can,  with  any  legal  propriety,  be  considered  applicable 
to  the  case  of  the  Daylight.  In  his  note  to  you  of  the  same  date 
regarding  the  case  of  the  Sidbury,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
your  776,  referring  to  this  same  jurisdictional  contention,  Mr.  Fernan- 
dez says :  "  This  opinion  does  not  merely  rest  upon  the  principle  that 
the  courts  are  called  upon  to  redress  injuries  which  are  suffered  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  or  those  who  are  transiently  therein,  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  established  is  to  administer  justice."  Giv- 
ing to  this  proposition  the  interpretation  which  it  has  received  from  all 
writers  on  public  law,  and  hitherto  accepted  by  all  civilized  govern- 
ments, that  is,  that  the  municipal  civil  laws  can  only  be  held  applicable 
to  and  operative  on  the  rights,  property,  and  persons  of  the  citizens  of 
the  country  and  foreigners  who  may  be  either  permanently  or  tempo- 
rarily residing  in  the  country,  I  find  no  diflQculty  in  acceding  to  it. 
This,  however,  is  all  that  can  be  claimed  for  it — all,  as  it  is  believed, 
that  is  claimed  for  it  by  the  governments  of  Christian  nations — and  all 
that  is  allowed  to  it  by  the  uniform  declaration  of  writers  on  public  law. 
"  Considered,"  says  Halleck,  "  in  an  international  point  of  view,  either 
the  thing  or  the  person  made  the  subject  of  the  jurisdiction  must  be 
within  the  territory,  for  no  sovereignty  can  extend  its  process  beyond 
its  own  territorial  limits  so  as  to  subject  either  persons  or  property  to 
its  judicial  decisions,  and  every  exertion  of  authority  of  its  sort  beyond 
its  limits  is  a  mere  nullity  and  incapable  of  binding  such  persons  or 
property  in  any  other  tribunals." 

The  same  doctrine  is  found  stated  in  different  forms  of  expression  in 
Phillimore,  in  Wheaton,  in  Westlake,  and  in  Woolsey.  I  am  not  aware 
that  it  has  ever  been  questioned. 

The  owners  of  the  Daylight  were  never  residents  of  Mexico,  either 
permanent  or  temporary.  They  are  not  known  to  have  ever  been  in 
that  country.  The  master  of  the  vessel  was  not  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
either  permanent  or  temporary,  and  was  never  in  the  country  beyond 
the  port  at  wliich  his  vessel  might  touch.  At  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence which  gave  rise  to  the  claiui  the  vessel  could  scarcely  be  said, 
with  strict  propriety,  to  have  been  in  Mexican  waters.  She  was  an- 
chored outside  the  bar,  near  the  harbor  of  Tampico,  in  an  exceptionally 
rough  sea,  at  the  close  of  a  severe  storm,  which  rendered  it  unsafe  for 
her  to  attempt  to  cross  the  bar  or  enter  the  harbor.  To  insist  that 
those  claimants  shall  go  from  Maine  to  Tampico  to  seek  redress  in  the 
Mexican  tribunals  for  a  grievous  wrong  suffered  at  the  hands  of  a  high 
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oflBcer  of  the  navy  of  that  Eepublic,  and  in  such  proceedings  to  be  met 
by  the  evidence  which  the  commander  of  the  Independencia  would 
readily  be  able  to  elicit  from  the  ship's  crew,  would,  in  the  estimation 
of  this  Government,  be  a  practical  denial  of  justice.  The  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment is  conceived  to  be  justly  responsible  to  this  for  the  act  of  that 
officer,  and  consequently  the  views  put  forth  by  Mr.  Fernandez  in  be- 
half of  his  Government  cannot  be  accepted  or  acceded  to  by  this. 

Guided  by  the  suggestions  of  my  former  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  you  will  again,  in  the  light  of  the  observations  made  in  this, 
bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  you  will  say  at  the  same  time  that  the  Presidenthopes  and  expects 
that  so  just  a  claim  as  this  is  deemed  to  be  will  receive  early  considera- 
tion, followed  by  prompt  and  speedy  adjustment  at  the  bands  of  the 
Government  of  Mexico. 


I  am,  sir,  &c.. 


FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  249. 

^fr.  Morgan  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  773.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexicoj  March  21,  1884.     (Received  March  31.) 

Sib:  On  the  13th  instant  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Joseph D.  Hoff, 
consular  agent  of  the  United  States  at  Coatzacoalcos  (the  dispatch  is 
without  date),  in  which  he  informed  me  that  H.  C.  Walker,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  was  under  a  false  accusation  of  having  stolen  wood, 
in  prison  at  Miuatitlan,  and  had  been  confined  since  the  19th  of  March, 
1883,  without  a  trial  and  without  any  proofs  of  guilt  having  been  brought 
forward  against  him. 

Accompanying  Mr.  Hofifs  dispatch  was  the  protest  made  by  Mr. 
Walker  before  that  officer,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

On  the  same  day  I  addressed  a  note  to  Sefior  Fernandez,  in  which  I 
called  his  attention  to  the  case,  and  asked  for  a  speedy  investigation 
thereof. 

From  his  reply  of  the  17th  instant  you  will  observe  that  he  has 
asked  for  information  upon  the  subject  from  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  Vera  Cruz. 

1  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[Inolosnre  1  in  No.  773.  J 
Consular  Agent  Hoff  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

There  is  an  American  citizen  here  by  the  name  of  H.  C.  Walker,  who  has  been 
falsely  accnsed  of  having  stolen  wood,  and  been  a  prisoner  here  since  March  19,18d3, 
dnrinff  which  time  he  has  never  been  brought  to  trial,  nor  has  his  accuser  ever  pre- 
sented any  proofs  whatever  against  him. 

He  is  at  present  in  jail  and  seriously  sick,  and  although  two  physicians  here  have 
examined  him  and  given  their  oertiAcates  that  his  life  is  in  imminent  danger  ii  longer 
detained  in  Jail,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  cure  him  where  he  is  confined,  the  Judge  here 
has  refused  to  permit  him  to  leave  the  jail  to  get  cured,  although  he  has  been  offered 
bail  to  any  amount  he  required  to  present  himself  for  trial  whenever  required  by  said 
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jad|[^  to  do  80,  And  it  api>eaT8  that  the  jndge  keeps  him  in  jail  becaase  of  his  personal 
enmity  to  said  Walker,  who  has  accnsed  said  Jndge  to  the  superior  court  of  tids  state 
of  iDJusiice. 

Accompanying  this,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Walker's  protest  made  before  me. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOSEPH  D.  HOFF, 
United  States  Consular  J  gent. 


[Inclosare  2  in  No.  773.1 

Protest  o/H.  C.  Walker. 
To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Be  it  known  that  the  undersigned,  Howard  C.  Walker,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  makes  and  declares  the  following  protest  before  me,  Joseph  D.  Hoff, 
United  States  consular  agent  for  Coatzacoalcos  and  dependencies  thereof,  on  this  29th 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  18'^4,  at  Miuatitlan,  protesting  as  follows : 

1.  That  he,  the  said  Walker,  is  now,  and  has  been  since  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1883,  a  prisoner,  and  is  now  confined  in  jail  and  under  arrest,  without  trial  and  only 
upon  accusation,  no  proof  of  his  guilt  having  been  produced  or  offered,  and  that  he  is 
still  so  confined  without  bail  or  mainprise. 

2.  That  that  accusation  against  him,  which  is  that  he  has  stolen  lumber,  is  false, 
malicious,  and  felonious. 

3.  That  he  has  been  treated  during  his  conAnement  as  a  criminal  of  the  worst 
character,  having  been  subjected  to  worse  punishment  than  has  been  applied  to  con- 
victed murderers  who  have  been  incarcerated  in  the  same  prison  at  the  same  time 
with  himself. 

4.  That  the  court  by  whose  order  he  has  been  so  confined  has  been  guilty  of  the 
eroseest  partiality,  in  that,  although  bail  has  been  offered,  in  any  amount  desired,  for 
nis  temporary  release,  the  said  court  has  refused  to  admit  him  to  bail,  although  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  a  convicted  murderer  has  been  admitted  to  bail  by  said  court,  and 
is  now  at  large. 

5.  That  the  said  court  has  been  guilty  of  great  injustice  and  disregard  of  the  laws 
of  the  country,  in  that,  although  protestor  lias  repeatedly  applied  lor  a  hearing  of 
his  case,  no  such  hearing  or  trial  has  been  granted  by  said  court. 

6.  That  the  said  Waller  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  suffering  from 
severe  bodily  ailments  (as  more  fully  appears  by  the  certificates  of  two  well-known 
and  competent  physicians,  which  are  hereunto  attached),  which  render  it  necessary, 
for  the  preservation  of  his  life,  that  he  should  be  removed  from  his  present  prison 
where  he  occupies  a  cell  in  common  with,  at  times,  upwards  of  fifty  other  prisoners, 
to  some  place  where  he  can  receive  the  care,  quiet,  and  attention  which  his  condition 
demands. 

Admission  to  his  presence  has  been  denied  to  his  wife,  as  also  permission  to  furnish 
him  with  proper  food  and  medicines. 

Against  all  of  which  acts  of  arrest,  restraint,  punishment,  and  partiality  and  injus- 
tice of  court,  the  said  Walker  protests:  and  I,  Joseph  D.  Hoff,  consular  agent  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  Coatsacoalcos  and  dependencies,  having  myself  seen  said 
Walker,  and  recognizing  the  injustice  and  inhumanity  of  his  treatment,  do  also  pro- 
test that  his  confinement  is  an  outrage  against  humanity  and  common  Justice. 

Therefore,  Howard  C.  Walker,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  protests  against  such 
usage,  and  that  he  will  hold  the  perpetrator  of  said  outrages  responsible  for  such 
damages  pecuniarily. 

And  I,  Joseph  D.  Hofl^  do  also  protest  against  such  outrages  to  an  American  citizen. 

Minatitlan,  the  29th  February,  1884. 

HOWARD  C.  WALKER. 

Be  it  known  that  Howard  C.  Walker,  the  subscriber  of  the  foregoing  protest,  now 
in  Jail,  being  sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  according  to  law,  on  his  oath  saith 
that  the  above  protest  is  true  in  ever>'  respect,  as  far  as  he  knows  the  law,  and  is  true 
to  the  facts,  in  nis  belief. 

Sworn  to  before  me  in  jail,  at  Minatitlan.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this 
Ist  day  of  March,  1884. 

JOSEPH  D.  HOFF, 
Unit^  States  Consular  Agent, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  original  filed  with  me. 

JOSEPH  D.  HOFF. 
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[Xnclosure  8  in  Ko.  773.] 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Femandes, 

Lbqatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  March  13,  1884. 
Sir  :  This  legation  has  been  informed,  through  the  oonsnlar  asent  of  the  United 
States  at  Coatzacoalcos,  that  Howard  C.  Walker,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was 
arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  above -named  place  on  or  about  the  l^h  day  of 
March,  18^,  on  the  charge  of  having  stolen  lumber ;  that  since  the  date  aforesaid 
he  has  been  confined  in  Jail ;  that  bail  has  been  refused  him;  that  he  has  repeatedly 
demanded  a  trial  without  avail,  although  his  health  is  in  a  precarious  condition ;  that 
DO  ttroof  of  guilt  has  ever  been  brought  against  him  which  would  authorize  his  im- 
prisonment. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  bring  the  case  of  Mr.  Walker  to  the  notice  of  your 
honoris  Government,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  promptly  investigated  and 
speedy  trial  awarded  him. 
I  renew,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[Indoflare  4  in  Xo.  778.— Translation.] 
Mr,  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

DEPARTaiEXT  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS, 

Mexico,  March  17,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  received  your  excellency's  note  of  the  13th  instant,  relating 
to  the  imprisonment  at  Coatzacoalcos  of  Mr.  Howard  C.  Walker,  accused,  as  it  is 
reported,  of  having  stolen  wood. 

In  reply  I  have  t-ne  honor  to  say  to  your  excellency  that  I  have  this  day  asked  for 
information  upon  the  subject  from  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz. 
I  renew,  &c., 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


Kg.  250. 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr.  Ftelinghuysen. 

No.  775.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico  J  March  25, 1884.  (Received  April  10.) 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  Seiior  Fernandez' 
note  to  me  of  the  23d  instant  (received  today)  in  answer  to  mine  to 
him  of  the  8th  December,  1883,  relating  to  the  claim  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  by  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Dayb'ght,  sunk  by  a 
Mexican  national  vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Tampico. 

Sefior  Fernandez  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  owners  of  the  Daylight 
must  first  present  their  claim  to  the  department  of  war  and  marine, 
and,  in  case  that  department  does  not  satisfy  them,  to  the  courts,  and 
that  diplomatic  intervention  in  the  matter  cannot  be  admitted,  except 
in  case  of  a  denial  of  justice  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[InoloBure  in  No.  775.— Translfttion.] 

Mr.  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexicoy  March  23,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated 
December  8,  1883,  referring  to  the  case  of  ♦he  Daylight,  and  also  that  of  February 
13,  last,  recalling  to  mind  the  first. 
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To  ftYoid  the  ambignity  wbioh  the  Department  of  State  is  believed  to  have  fonnd  in 
the  preTlous  notes  on  this  matter  I  will  reduce  my  answer  to  direct  propositions  ac- 
cording to  the  order  corresponding  to  the  points  indicated  in  the  principal  note  of 
your  excellency: 

1.  The  owners  of  the  Daylight  can  make  their  direct  demand  on  the  Mexican 
€k>yernmeut  before  the  Mexican  tribunals  without  previous  permission,  no  law  re- 
quiring the  same. 

2.  The  right  of  petition  conceded  to  all  in  the  Bepublic  by  the  constitution,  has 
bat  one  constitivtional  limitation ;  in  political  affairs  only  Mexican  citizens  can  eojoy 
this  nght. 

3.  The  Mexican  Government  is  considered  as  a  person  and  as  such  can  sue  and  be 
sned  before  proper  tribunals. 

4.  The  citizen  in  Mexico  in  whom  is  vested  the  executive  power  of  the  Government 
of  the  country  is  alone  responsible,  during  his  incumbency,  for  any  treason,  express 
violation  of  the  constitution,  attack  on  the  electoral  franchise  of  the  people,  and  grave 
crimes  against  the  public  safety  and  good  order ;  but,  as  stated  in  paragraph  3,  the 
Grovemmeut  is  always  liable  for  suit,  no  previous  permission  being  necessary. 

5.  Should  the  Government  deem  it  best  that  the  matter  of  the  Daylight  be  settled 
between  the  two  Governments,  vour  excellency  and  this  department  will  be  the 
medium  through  which  the  settlement  will  be  made,  the  department  of  war  and 
navy  acting  as  witness  only,  of  the  facts,  but  it  having  been  a  practice  constantly 
sastained  by  the  €U)verument  that  a  diplomatic  cause  cannot  be  taken,  when  it  in- 
terposes in  favor  of  persons,  except  in  a  denial  of  justice ;  SeQor  Mariscal  and  I  had 
the  honor  to  notify  your  excellency  that  the  complainant  (or  complainants)  must  him- 
aelf  appear  before  the  department  of  war  and  navy,  regretting  that  such  a  course  is 
necessary. 

6.  The  disaster  to  the  Daylight  having  occurred  in  Mexican  waters,  the  Mexican 
tribunals  are  the  proper  ones  to  hear  tnis  case,  as  well  as  any  other  which  treats 
of  the  defining  of  civil  or  crimnal  responsibility,  and  decide  what  grade  or  form  of 
responsibility  must  be  laid  upon  the  delinquents  in  this  deplorable  case. 

The  Mexican  Grovernment  regrets  its  inability  to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  your  ex- 
cellency and  lays  the  blame  on  the  plaintiff  until  competent  tribunals  decide  other- 
wise. 

Accept,  &.C., 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


No.  251. 
Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

'So.  784.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexicOj  April  4, 1884.  (Received  April  17.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  753,  February  18, 1884,  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Capt.  George  Caleb,  under  sentence  of  five  years'  impris- 
onment, charged  with  smuggling,  I  now  inclose  a  copy  and  translation 
of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Seiior  Fernandez,  together  with  the  doc- 
ameiTt  thereunto  annexed,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico  has  refused  to  pardon  Caleb  or  to  commute  his  sentence. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


(Inclosure  1  in  No.  784.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan. 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Mexico,  March  ^l,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  Referring  to  the  correspondence  between  your  1«  nation  and  tbia  de- 
partment with  reference  to  the  application  for  a  pardon  made  by  your  excellency's 
Oovemment  in  favor  of  Capt.  GeoFge  Caleb,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your 
excellency  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report,  under  date  of  the  day  before  yesterday  from 
the  department  of  justice,  which  gives  the  reasons  for  declining  to  accede  to  said 
application. 
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This  department  regrets  that  the  serions  reasons  given  by  the  ministsr  of  Jnstice 
in  his  report  prevents  the  realization  of  the  earnest  desire  which  the  President  enter- 
tained to  pardon  Captain  Caleb  and  thos  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  United 
States  Government. 
I  renew,  &c., 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


llnclosure  2  in  No.  784.— Translation.] 

Mr.  Baranda  to  Mr.  Fernandez, 

Department  of  State  for  Justice  and  Public  Instruction, 

Mexico,  March  28,  1884. 

In  due  course  this  department  received  your  official  communication  of  the  18th  of 
February  last,  in  which  was  inclosed  the  translation  of  a  note  which  the  mlnist-er  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  behalf  of  his  Government  addressed  to  your  de- 
partment asking  for  the  pardon  of  Capt.  George  Caleb,  who  was  sentenced  by  the 
Mexican  tribunals  to  five  years'  imprisonment  for  the  offense  of  smuggling. 

These  notes,  as  well  as  the  one  aiddre^sed  to  me  by  you  in  reply  to  the  one  which 
in  conformity  with  the  circular  of  the  3l8t  of  January,  1871,  was  made  on  the  29th  of 
January  of  the  present  year,  were  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  chief  of  the 
Judicial  section  of  this  department,  who  had  under  consideration,  and  for  the  same 
object,  Caleb's  application  for  pardon,  as  well  as  the  petition  subsequently  presented 
in  his  name  by  the  American  citizen,  Arthur  P.  Cushing,  to  the  effect  that  the  pardon 
being  denied  a  commutation  of  his  sentence  might  be  granted. 

As  far  back  as  the  1st  of  December  of  last  year  the  chief  of  the  bureau  had  con> 
eluded  that  nothing  could  be  determined  in  respect  of  Caleb's  petition,  as  it  was  not 
accompanied  by  the  conditions  of  the  law,  and  because  there  was  no  reason  nor  fac- 
ulty to  dispense  with  them  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  which  have  been 
always  exacted  in  all  similar  cases  which  have  been  presented. 

The  first  of  these  requirements  consists  in  a  copy  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  the  petitioner,  because,  according  to  article  284  of  the  penal  code,  no  pardon 
can  be  granted  except  upon  a  sentence  imposed  by  a  final  judgment,  and  this  condi- 
tion of  things  was  not  and  has  not  been  stated  to  exist,  altnongh  he  has  always 
been  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  judgment.  The  other  requirements  of  the  case, 
to  conform  with  article  287  of  the  penal  code,  are : 

I.  That  the  prisoner  should  have  served  two-fifths  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  him;  , 

II.  That  during  that  time  his  conduct  has  been  good ; 
and  in  neither  of  these  categories  is  Caleb. 

In  reference  to  the  commutation  of  sentence  asked  for  by  Mr.  Cushing  and  sabee- 
quently  by  telegraph  by  Caleb,  the  chief  of  the  section  meets  with  the  same  legal 
difficulties  which  apply  to  the  pardon,  because  there  was  not,  even  then,  presented  a 
copy  of  the  sentence,  and  article  240  of  the  code  provides :  That  no  redaction  or 
commutation  of  a  penalty  can  be  made  except  by  the  executive  power,  and  after  ii 
ha§  betn  irrevocably  pronounced  (after  final  judgment). 

Mr.  Cushing,  pursuaded  of  the  necessity  of  removing  these  difficulties,  presented 
another  application  on  the  14th  of  the  present  month,  in  which  he  said  that  a  copy  of 
the  sentence  pronounced  against  Caleb  was  in  the  department  of  hacienda,  aad  he 
requested  that  it  might  be  added  to  the  record.  With  the  view  of  facilitating  the 
proceedings,  his  recjuest  was  at  once  complied  with,  and  within  the  shortest  delay 
the  minister  of  hacienda  sent  a  copy  of  the  judgment  pronounced  against  Caleb  on 
the  16th  of  April  of  last  year  by  the  district  court  of  Lower  California ;  but  this  judg- 
ment was  not  the  one  which  the  law  required,  as  it  was  not  a  final\>ue,  as  is  estab- 
lished by  the  fact  that  it  had  been  appealed  against  and  was/ pending  before  the 
circuit  court  of  Culiacan,  from  which  it  resulted  that  matters  remained  in  the  condi- 
tion that  they  were  in  before  the  copy  was  received. 

These  circumstances  show  that  the  delay  in  the  matter  under  consideration  is  not 
attributable  to  this  department,  but  are  due  exclusively  to  the  fact  that  the  applica- 
tion made  here  was  not  made  in  conformity  with  the  positive  requirements  of  the 
penal  code,  which  do  not  on  this  point  innovate  upon  the  old  principle  that  applica- 
tions for  pardon  to  individuals  should  not  be  made,  except  in  cases  where  a  sentence 
has  been  pronounced  which  can  be  executed. 

Having  transmitted  to  you  the  communication  addressed  to  Mr.  Cashing,  asking 
for  the  judgment^  you  occupied  yourself  with  the  matter,  and,  animated  by  the  desire 
to  expedite  a  decision  of  the  Executive,  you  sent  me  on  the  19th  of  the  present  montb 
a  copy  of  the  judgments  rendered  by  the  district  court  of  Lower  California  on  the 
proceedings  had  against  the  American  schooner  Adriana,  and  in  the  criminal  incident 
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againai  the  captain  of  said  vessel,  a  copy  of  the  jndf2^meDt  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Coliacan,  and  a  copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  same  tribunal  refusing  the  application 
for  a  rehearing  applied  for  by  Caleb's  counsel.  This  was  a  compliance  with  the  first 
requirement  of  the  law,  and  authorized  a  study  of  the  question. 

From  the  report  made  by  the  section  it  appears  that  George  Caleb  was  tried  before 
the  competent  tribunals  of  the  Republic  in  strict  conformity  with  the  laws,  the  ac- 
cused having  availed  himself  of  all  the  rights  guaranteed  to  him  thereby,  and  that  on 
the  30th  of  July,  1883,  sentence  was  pronounced  against  him  condemning  him  to  five 
years'  imprisonment,  counting  from  the  day  when  he  was  declared  a  prisoner  as  re- 
aponsible  for  the  offense  of  smuggling.  These  facts  established,  the  section,  consid- 
ering the  text  of  the  code  is  of  the  opinion  that  George  Caleb  can  be  granted  neither 
a  pardon  nor  a  commutation  of  the  sentence  pronounced  upon  him,  except  in  the 
aense  of  modifying  the  circumstances  which  are  incompatible  with  his  age  and  the 
state  of  his  health. 

The  fundamental  principles  upon  which  this  opinion  rests  are  the  following: 

That  article  2H7  of  the  penal  code,  permits  an  unconditional  pardon  when  he  who 
solicits  it  has  rendered  important  services  to  the  nation  ;  when  the  President  is  of 
opinion  that  it  will  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity  or  security ;  or 
when  it  appears  that  the  party  condefhne<l  is  innocent. 

In  other  cases,  under  the  following  requisites :  When  the  prisoner  has  served  two- 
fifths  of  his  sentence;  when,  during  that  term,  his  conduct  has  been  continuously 
good  and  his  reform  complete  in  the  form  required,  and  that  he  has  complied  with  his 
•civil  responsibility,  giving  security  that  he  will  not  become  absolutely  insolvent ;  and 
as  Caleb,  as  has  been  said,  has  not  established  that  he  comes  under  either  of  the  con- 
ditions of  said  article,  it  is  evident  that  a  pardon  cannot  be  granted  to  him. 

As  regards  the  commutation,  the  article  242  of  the  code  estaulishes  the  rules  which 
are  to  he  observed  in  order  to  grant  it,  and  the  only  one  applicable  to  the  case  when 
the  sentence  is  one  of  imprisonment  is  found  in  Section  IV  of  said  article,  which  says: 
Only  when  from  any  circumstance  the  punishment  is  incompatible  with  the  age,  sex.  healthy 
4n'  physical  oonsHtuHon  of  the  prisoner  the  circumstances  may  be  modified.  And  when  Ca- 
leb shall  allege  and  prove  by  the  certificate  of  two  competent  parties  that  the  climate 
in  which  he  finds  himself  will  be  fatal  to  him  (extingnendola  pena),  is  detrimental  to 
his  health,  this  circumstance  may  be  modified  by  allowing  him  to  come  to  this  capi- 
tal or  to  go  some  other  place  of  the  Republic. 

The  President  considering  that  in  effect  George  Caleb  has  rendered  no  important 
services  to  the  nation  ;  that  there  is  no  ground  to  believe  that  his  pardon  would  be 
conducive  to  the  public  tranquillity  or  security,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  iuipu- 
nity  of  crime  would  compromise  the  public  tranquillity  and  security,  particularly  of 
crimes  which  affect  the  public  revenues ;  that  the  prisoner  does  not  appear  to  be  in- 
nocent, and  that  according  to  his  petition  for  pardon  he  is  convicted  of  and  confesses 
to  having  committed  the  offense  for  which  he  has  been  condemned;  and,  lastly,  that 
the  prisoner  has  not  completed  two-fifths  of  his  sentence — refuses  the  pardon  for  the 
powerful  reason  that  he  has  no  power  to  grant  it,  and  considers  that  the  dispositions 
of  the  code  upon  the  subject  of  the  commutation  of  the  sentence  limits  the  conces- 
sion thereof  to  modifying  the  circumstances  of  the  imprisonment  to  the  condition 
most  favorable  to  the  health  of  the  prisoner. 

To  more  fully  appreciate  the  order  in  Caleb's  case,  it  appears  proper  to  state  that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  does  not  vest  in  the  President  the  discre- 
tionary power  to  pardon,  but  restricts  it,  antl  declares  that  it  can  ouly  be  done  in  con- 
formity with  the  law,  which  is  clearly  shown  in  fraction  xv,  article  85,  of  said  consti- 
tation,  which  is  not  drawn  up  in  the  full  and  unconditional  terms  used  in  the  re- 
spective Section  II,  Article  II,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  law  which  governs  the  President,  in  compliance  with  the  fraction  of  the  con- 
stitution cited,  is  the  penal  code  of  the  federal  district  and  territory  of  Lower  Cali- 
fornia upon  offenses  at  common  law,  and  in  all  of  the  Republic  upon  offenses  against 
the  federation ;  and  it  has  been  abundantly  established  that  according  to  that  law 
the  executive  cannot  grant  a  pardon  in  the  case  of  George  Caleb. 

The  President  wouhl  have  been  well  pleased  if  it  had  been  possible  for  him  to  have 
decided  otherwise,  and  to  have  granted  the  pardon  asked  for,  as  well  because  it  would 
have  been  in  conformitv  with  his  acknowledged  sentiments  in  favor  of  clemency,  as 
because  it  would  have  furnished  him  with  an  opportunity  of  giving  another  proof  of 
the  friendship  which  he  feels  for  the  United  States,  whose  active  intervention  in  this 
matter  has  been  considered  with  the  respect  and  consideration  which  it  deserves;  but 
within  the  circle  of  his  legal  attributes  he  has  been  obliged  to  govern  his  conduct  by 
bis  duty. 

Ail  of  whieh,  by  order  of  the  President,  and  in  answer  to  the  communications  re- 
ferred to,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of,  that  it  may  have  its  corresponding  effect. 

Liberty  and  constitution. 

BARANDA.. 

To  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Jffairs. 
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No.  252. 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

B*o.  820.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Mexico^  June  2, 1884.     (Received  Jane  13,) 

Sib  :  My  dispatch  No.  773,  2l8t  March  last,  and  its  inclosnres,  in- 
formed yon  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  to  procure  an  investigation  of 
the  case  of  Howard  C.  Walker,  charged  by  the  Mexican  authorities  at 
Minatitlan  with  having  stolen  wood. 

I  have  now  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  16th  of  May  last  I  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Walker,  dated  the  3d  of  that  month,  in  which  he 
stated  his  case  to  me  and  asked  for  such  assistance  as  it  might  be  in 
my  power  to  render  him.    To  this  letter  I  replied  on  the  16th. 

Seiior  Fernandez  not  having  furnished  me  the  information  he  said  he 
had  asked  for  from  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz  (see  inclosure  4  in  Jmy 
dispatch  No.  773),  and  as  Mr.  Walker's  case,  as  stated  by  him,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  particularly  hard  one,  I  addressed  another  note  to  Senor 
Fernandez  on  the  15th  of  May,  1884,  reiterating  the  request  contained 
in  my  note  to  him  of  the  13th  March  last  (inclosure  3  in  No.  773). 

On  the  31st  May  I  received  Sefior  Fernandez's  reply  (28th  May),  a 
copy  and  translation  of  which  I  inclose. 

Senor  Fernandez  states  that  he  had  asked  for  information  from  the 
governor  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  who,  in  turn,  had  made  inquiries 
of  the  superior  court,  but  he  does  not  state  that  the  governor  has  been 
able,  as  yet,  to  furnish  him  with  any  information  in  the  case. 

He  further  staters  that  while  he  has  made  these  inquires  in  this  as  in 
other  cases  which  I  have  brought  to  his  notice,  in  compliance  with  my 
request,  with  the  view  of  bringing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  courts  the 
irregularities  charged  therein,  it  must  not  be  implied  therefrom  that  he 
has  done  so  under  any  authority  of  his  department  to  supervise  the  ac- 
tion of  the  courts  in  judicial  proceedings  which  relate  to  private  indi- 
viduals, because  of  the  independence  of  the  public  powers,  Federal  and 
State. 

And  as  regards  Walker,  he  informs  me  that  as  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  matriculated  at  the  foreign  office  as  a  citizen  of  the  CTnited 
States,  he  will  be  prevented  from  admitting  any  future  official  inter- 
vention  in  his  behalf. 

Since  my  note  to  Sefior  Mari^cal,  of  the  25th  of  September,  1882, 
written  under  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  298,  24th  of  July,  1882, 
I  have  several  times  called  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Grovemment 
to  cases  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  held  in  confinement  in  the 
prisons  of  Mexico,  and  asked  for  investigation  and  speedy  trials,  to 
none  of  which  has  objection  been  made  to  my  interposition  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  matriculated.  I  had  therefore  hoped,  as  my 
note  of  the  25th  of  September,  1882,  has  never  been  answered,  that 
the  Mexican  Government  had  abandoned  that  untenable  position.  It 
appears  that  1  have  been  mistaken.  Senor  Fernandez  occupies  it 
again. 

Unless  otherwise  instructed  I  shall  pay  no  attention  to  Seiior  Fer- 
nandez's suggestion  that  he  will  not  accept  the  intervention  of  this  lega- 
tion in  Mr.  Walker's  behalf  should  he  need  it,  but  will  act  under  the 
opinion  expressed  by  you  in  your  dispatch  No.  298,  above  referred  to. 
I  am.,  &c.. 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ-IC 


iiEXico.  367 

[Indomire  1  in  No.  820.] 

Mr,  Walker  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

MiNATiTLAN,  May  3,  1884. 

8iK :  My  name  has  been  previously  presented  to  yon  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Hoff,  consolar 
agent  at  Coatzacoalcoe,  in  connection  with  the  anair  of  the  Norwegian  bark  Cir- 
oaasian.  I  am  an  American  citizen,  resident  of  Saint  Lonis,  Mo.  My  father.  Col. 
Leo  D.  Walker ;  my  relations  there,  whom  yon  undoubtedly  know — uncles,  Samuel 
B.  Charchill  and  Francis  T.  Bryan;  other  members  of  my  family,  the  Schanmbergs, 
Smaringins,  Goods,  Wash,  Clarks,  and  Taylors  of  the  old  Taylor  homestead.  United 
States  Senator  Blackburn  is  a  connection  pf  mine ;  Senators  Hampton  and  Butler 
warm  and  intimate  friends  of  my  mother's  family,  the  Tumbnlls  of  South  Carolina. 
I,  for  the  past  two  years,  have  been  shipping  or  river  clerk  for  Mr.  R.  H.  Leetch,  of 
this  place,  the  h«*aviest  mahogany  merchant  in  the  Republic,  and  in  pursuance  of 
my  legitimate  business  shipped  on  l>oard  the  bark  Circassian,  together  with  other 
timber,  some  hundred  and  odd  logs* of  mahogany,  which  I  afterwards  learned  were 
claimed  by  one  Jos^  R.  Teran,  but  all  bearing  the  brand  of  Mr.  Leetch  and  undoubtedly 
his  property.  The  ship  has  been  discharged  by  order  of  the  tribunal  and  not  one  log 
was  found  with  the  mark  claimed  by  said  Teran,  yet  from  pure  maliciousness  I  am 
still  held  a  prisoner.  I  thought  no  more  of  the  matter  until  suddenly  one  day,  the 
19th  of  March,  1H83,  while  dibcharging  my  duties  as  clerk,  [  was  arrested  and  thrown 
into  a  miserable  prison,  and  an  accusation  or  charge  brought  against  me  for  robbery 
of  timber. 

I  became  very  ill  with  fever,  and  was  taken  out  of  prison  and  sent  to  my  house. 
After  my  recovery  nothing  more  was  said  to  me  until  the  I2th  of  February  last,  when 
1  was  again  arrested  on  the  same  charge  and  agaiu  thn>wn  into  prison,  where  I  have 
remained,  and  from  whence  I  am  now  writing.  Confined  here  with  the  most  reckless 
class  of  criminals,  lepers  and  Indians,  with  all  classes  of  diseases,  I  have  once  come 
near  dying,  and  am  still  in  wretched  health.  Mr.  Leetch  hss  offered  to  give  any 
amount  of  bond  required  for  me,  but  it  is  refused.  The  Judges  are  all  acting  in  the 
most  illegal  and  extraordinary  manner,  and  are  men  of  utter  irresponsibility,  who, 
outside  of  their  clique  have  uot  the  respect  of  the  most  ignominious  Indian.  I  have 
formally  accused  them  all  before  the  tribunal.  I  feel  that  I  am  the  subject  of  a  de- 
liberate conspiracy,  planned  to  satisfy  private  malice.  Innocent  of  the  accusation 
brought  against  me,  my  character  having  been  hitherto  untarnished,  and  after  being 
a  prisoner  for  more  than  fourteen  months  without  trial,  and  a  determination  being 
evident  not  to  allow  me  one,  and  seeing  no  end  of  this  matter  in  the  near  future,  I 
make  a  positive  and  urgent  appeal  to  yon,  as  my  minister,  to  take  immediate  tele- 
graphic action  to  secure  my  liberty  and  rights  as  an  American  citizen,  for  I  will  die  in 
this  horrible  prison,  which,  from  its  crowded  and  unhealthy  condition  can  be  truth- 
fnliy  compared  to  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta. 

I  ask  only  a  faithful  and  prompt  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  which  would 
set  me  free,  and  I  appeal  to  you  as  the  representative  of  our  nation  to  afford  me  the 
assistance  which  is  in  your  power,  and  which  I  feel  sure  you  would  have  sooner  ex- 
tended had  you  been  fully  cognizant  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Awaiting  your  reply  before  taking  further  steps,  I  am,  &o., 

HOWARD  C.  WALKER. 


[lDclMare2inNo.820.] 
Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Walker, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  Mag  16,  1884. 
Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  received  yesterday. 

Consular  Agent  Hoff's  undated  dispatch,  which  I  received  on  the  15th  of  March 
last,  was  thenrst  intimation  made  to  me  of  your  arrest  and  imprisonment.  On  the 
same  day  that  I  received  his  dispatch  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Qovem- 
ment  to  your  case,  and  asked  for  a  speedy  investigation  thereof. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  relations  replied,  on  the  17th  March,  that  he  had  asked  for 
information  upon  the  subject  from  the  ffovernor  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz.  On  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  l  addressed  another  note  to  the  foreign  office, 
again  asking  that  yo.u  be  afforded  a  speedy  trial,  of  all  of  which  I  informed  Mr.  Hoff 
on  the  21st  March. 

I  have  done,  and  shall  continue  to  do,  everything  in  my  power  to  protect  you  in 
your  rights. 

1  am,  Ac, 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 
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[Indosnre  3  in  No.  820.] 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr.  Fernandez, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  May  15,  1884. 

Sir  :  On  the  15th  March  last  I  called  your  honor's  attention  to  the  case  of  Howard 
C.  Walker,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had  been  arrested  on  the  I9th  of  March, 
1883,  by  the  Mexican  authorities  al  Minatitlan  (or  Coatzacoalcos),  and  who  was,  at 
the  date  of  my  note,  still  in  prison  upon  the  char^^e  of  having  stolen  some  lumber.  I 
anked  that  prompt  Investigation  be  had  of  his  case  in  order  that,  if  innocent  of  the 
charge  under  which  he  was  held  in  continemeiit,  he  might  be  set  at  liberty.  On  the 
17th  of  the  same  month  your  honor  informed  me  that  yon  had  asked  for  information  re- 
spectiug  the  case  from  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz.  Two  months  have  elapsed  since 
the  date  of  your  note,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  further  from  you  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walker,  dated  the  3d  iD«t«nt, 
in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  is  still  in  prison.  Mr.  Walker  states  that  as  the 
shipping  agent  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Leetch  he  hadshipi>e<l  on  the  Norwegian  bark  Circassian 
some  mahogany  logs  ;  that  these  logs  were  claimed  by  Mr.  Jos^  R.  Teran  ;  that  the 
vessel  was  discharged  of  her  cargo  by  order  of  the  tribunal  of  the  district,  and  that 
none  of  the  logs  were  marked  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Teran. 

The  date  at  which  the  circumstance  took  place  I  have  not  been  told,  but  ou  the 
19th  of  March,  1883,  Mr.  Walker  was  arrested,  as  above  stated,  and  thrown  into 
prison.  He  fell  ill  and  was  sent  to  his  own  house.  After  his  recovery  nothing  was 
said  to  him  until  the  12th  of  February  last,  when  he  was  again  arrested  npon  the 
same  charge  and  again  sent  to  prison,  where  he  now  is  *^  confined,''  as  he  says,  '*  with 
all  classes  of  criminals,  lepers  and  Indians,  with  all  classes  of  diseases."  He  informs 
me  that  since  his  second  arrest  he  has  been  once  near  the  point  of  death,  and  that  he 
is  still  in  wretched  health.  He  has  offered  to  give  bond  pending  the  proceedings 
against  him,  but  his  offer  has  been  declined. 

What  Mr.  Walker  asks  is  a  faithful  and  prompt  execution  of  the  laws  of  Mexico. 
And  this,  I  think,  it  must  be  admitted  he  is  entitled  to.     It  is.  therefore,  my  daty  to 
again  call  your  honor's  attention  to  Mr.  Walker's  case,  and  to  claim  for  him  the  speedy 
trial  to  which  he  is  entitled. 
I  renew,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[iDclosare  4  in  No.  820. — Translation.] 

Mr,  Fernandez  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Ifexioo,  Mag  28,  18^4. 

Mr.  Minister  :  As  I  said  to  your  excellency  in  my  note  of  the  17th  of  March  last, 
in  reply  to  yours  of  the  13th  of  the  same  month  with  reference  to  the  imprisonmeut 
of  Howard  C.  Walker,  at  Minatitlan,  this  department  asked  for  information  concern- 
ing the  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Vera  Cruz  who  has 
answered  that  he,  in  turn,  has  asked  for  information  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice 
of  that  State. 

As  well  to  comply  with  the  courteons  application  which  your  excellency  made  in 
your  note  referred  to,  as  well  as  with  the  view  of  bringing  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
competent  tribunal  the  irregularities  which  it  is  alicj^ed  have  been  committed  in 
Walker's  case,  the  department  under  my  charge  considered  it  proper  to  take  that 
step,  as  it  has  taken  it  in  other  similar  cases  which  your  excellency  has  brought  to 
its  notice,  but  without  implyin^^  the  faculty  or  the  possibility  of  this  department  to 
supervise  the  judicial  proc(*edings  which  affect  particular  individuals,  by  reason  of 
the  independence  of  the  public  powers  into  which  the  Government,  Federal  as  well 
as  State,  is  directed. 

I  consider  it  the  more  necessary  to  make  this  explanation  to  your  excellency  in  re- 
spect of  your  note  relating  to  Walker,  of  the  15th  instant^  inasmuch  as  It  does  not 
appear  from  matriculation  register  that  that  individual  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  a  circumstance  which  prevents  me  from  accepting  the  ulterior  official  inter- 
vention of  your  excellency  in  the  matter. 
I  renew,  &c., 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 
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Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  595.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  June  23, 1884. 
Sib  :  Your  dispatch  No.  820,  of  the  2d  instant,  has  been  received. 
It  presents  the  case  of  Howard  G.  Walker,  an  American  citizen,  arrested 
and  imprisoned  at  Minatitlan,  the  19th  of  March  last,  charged  with  hav- 
ing stolen  some  lumber. 

Mr.  Walker's  statement  to  yuu  is  that  for  the  past  two  years  he  has 
been  shipping  or  river  clerk  for  Mr.  R.  H.  Leetch,  of  Minatitlan,  the 
heaviest  mahogany  merchant  in  Mexico,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  his, 
Walker's,  legitimate  business,  he  shipped  on  board  the  bark  Circas- 
sian, together  with  other  timber,  some  hundred  and  odd  logs  of  ma- 
hogany which,  as  afterwards  learned,  were  claimed  by  one  Jos^  R. 
Teran,  but  all  bi  aring  the  brands  of  Mr.  Leetch,  and  undoubtedly  his 
property.  "  The  ship,"  continued  Mr.  Walker,  "  has  been  discharged 
by  order  of  the  tribunal  and  not  one  log  was  found  with  the  mark 
elaimeil  by  said  Teran,  yet,  from  pure  maliciousness,  I  (Walker)  am 
still  held  a  prisoner." 

Yea  accordingly  presented  Mr.  Walker's  case  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, asking  for  a  speedy  investigation  thereof.  Mr.  Fernandez  ad- 
vises you,  in  reply,  that,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  he  will  obtain  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  but  admonishes  you  that,  Mr.  Walker  not 
having  been  registered  at  the  foreign  office,  diplomatic  intervention  in 
his  ^Walker's)  behalf  will  not  in  future  be  admitted. 

Like  yourself,  I  confess  to  not  a  little  surprise  that  the  Mexican  Oov- 
emment  should  have  again  resorted  to  so  untenable  a  ground  as  that 
herein  advanced,  especially,  too,  in  view  of  the  fact,  which  yon  state, 
that  since  your  note  to  Mr.  Mariscal  of  September  25, 1882,  based  upon 
my  instruQtion  of  July  24, 1882,  No.  298,  wherein  the  question  of  matricu- 
lation was  fully  discussed,  you  have  had  occasion  to  repeatedly  call  the 
attention  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  cases  of  American  citizens 
imprisoned  in  Mexico,  with  a  view  of  securing  an  investigation  and 
speedy  trial,  and  in  not  one  of  which  has  objection  been  made  to  your 
interposition  on  the  ground  that  the  accused  person  had  not  matricu- 
lated. 

In  that  instruction  you  were  told  that  this  Government  declined  to 
recognize  the  pretension  of  Mexico  to  limit  the  diplomatic  intervention 
in  behalf  of  abused  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  to  those 
cases  in  which  the  injured  person  had  been  registered  or  matriculated, 
and  that  the  inherent  right  of  such  citizen  to  demand  of  his  Govern- 
ment and  its  duty  to  afford  him  such  protection  as  was  possible  in  a 
foreign  land  could  not  be  controlled  or  abridged  by  a  Mexican  munici- 
pal statute. 

Your  action  and  conclusion  in  respect  of  Mr.  Walker's  case  is  there- 
fore approved.  Until  Mexico  shall  meet  our  argument  as  to  matricu- 
lation on  such  basis  as  this  Government  may  accept,  with  due  regard 
to  its  constitutional  and  international  right  to  protect  its  citizens  abroad, 
you  will  continue  to  ignore  the  Mexican  contention  that  a  failure  to 
matriculate  necessarily  debars  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  the 
assistance  of  its  diplomatic  representative  at  the  Mexican  capital. 
1  am,  &c.,  « 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 

24F  E 
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No.  254. 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  833.]  Mexicoy  June  26, 1884.    (Received  July  5.) 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  jonr  dispatch 
No.  570, 17th  May,  1884.  in  regard  to  the  schooner  Daylight,  I  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Senor  Fernandez  on  the  2d  instant,  in  which  I  brought 
to  his  knowledge  the  contents  of  your  above-mentioned  dispatch. 

You  will  observe  that  my  note  to  the  under  secretary  of  state  in 
charge  of  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  is  nearly  a  copy  of  your 
dispatch. 

No  reply  having  been  made  to  my  note,  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform 
you  what  has  been  done  in  the  premises,  in  order  that  you  may  see 
that  your  instructions  have  been  carried  out. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


[iDcloBure  in  No.  83S.1 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr,  Fernandez, 

Legation  of  tue  Untted  States, 

Mexico,  Junt  2,  1664. 

Sir  :  I  have  again  to  call  yoar  honor's  attention  to  the  case  of  the  American  schooner 
Daylight,  which,  while  at  anchor  ontsideof  the  bar,  near  Tampico,  was,  in  the  ni^ht 
of  the  2lKt  March,  1882,  snnk  by  the  Mexican  gunboat  ludepeudencia. 

The  details  of  the  case  and  the  demand  made  by  my  Government  for  compensation 
to  the  owners  of  the  Daylight  fbr  theslnking  of  their  vessel  by  the  Mexican  gunboat 
are  all  set  forth  in  the  several  notes  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the 
department  over  which  you  preside,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  shonld  at  the  present 
moment  recapitulate  them.  • 

I  take  up  the  case  where  your  honor  lefb  it  in  your  note  of  the  23d  of  April  last. 

,In  that  note  your  honor  assumes  the  position  that  the  owners  of  the  Daylight  can 
make  their  direct  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  before  the  Mexican  tribunals 
without  permission  ;  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  considered  as  a  person,  and  as 
such  can  sne  and  be  sued  before  the  proper  tribunals ;  and  yon  conclude  that  should 
the  Government  deem  it  best  that  the  matter  be  settled  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, the  United  States  minister  and  the  Mexican  department  of  foreign  affairs  will 
be  the  medium  through  which  the  setlement  will  be  made,  the  department  of  war 
and  navy  acting  as  witnesses  only  of  the  facts.  And  your  honor  adds:  *^  But  it  hav- 
ing been  a  practice  constantly  sustained  by  the  Gkivemment  that  a  diplomatic  coarse 
cannot  be  taken  when  it  interferes  in  favor  of  persons  except  in  case  of  denial  of  Jus- 
tice, sefior  Mariscal  and  I  had  the  honor  to  notify  your  excellency  that  the  complain- 
ant (or  complainants)  mnst  himself  appear  before  the  department  of  war  and  navy, 
regretting  that  such  a  course'is  necessary."  And  your  honor's  last  conclusion  is  that 
*Hhe  disaster  of  the  Daylight  having  occurred  in  Mexican  waters,  the  Mexican 
tribunals  are  the  proper  ones  to  hear  this  case  as  well  aa  any  other  which  treats  of  the 
defining  of  civil  or  criminal  responsibility,  and  decide  what  grade  or  form  of  respon- 
sibility mnst  be  laid  upon  the  delinquents  in  the  deplorable  case." 

This  note  was  transmitted  by  you  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  informs  me  that  **  upon  a  careful  examination  of  these  several 
propositions  of  the  distinguished  secretary  for  forei^  relations  of  Mexico,  I  find 
myself  wholly  unable  to  agree  with  him  in  the  conclusion  that  the  doctrine  embraced 
in'  them  can,  with  any  legal  propriety,  be  considered  applicable  to  the  case  of  the 
Daylight." 

In  your  honor's  note  to  me  of  the  same  date,  in  respect  of  the  steamer  Sidbury.  yon 
say  :  *'*  This  opinion  does  not  merely  rest  upon  the  principle  that  the  courts  are  called 
upon  to  redress  injuries  which  are  suffered  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  or  those 
wno  are  transiently  therein,  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  established  is  to  ad- 
minister Justice."  * 
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Giving  to  this  propOBition  the  interpretation  which  it  has  received  from  all  writers 
on  public  law,  and  hitherto  accepted  by  all  civilized  Governments,  that  is,  that  the 
manicipal  civil  laws  of  any  oonntry  can  onl^  be  held  applicable  to,  and  operative  in, 
the  rights,  property ,»and  persons  of  the  citizens  of  the  conntry  and  forei^ers  who 
may  be  either  permanently  or  temporarily  residing  in  the  conntry,  the  position  may 
be  admitted. 

This,  however,  is  all  that  can  be  claimed  for  it,  and,  as  it  is  believed,  it  is  all  that  is 
clAimed  for  it  by  the  Governments  of  Christian  nations,  and  all  that  is  allowed  to  it 
by  the  uniform  declarations  of  writers  on  public  law.  **  Considered,''  says  Halleck, 
*'  in  an  international  point  of  view,  either  the  thing  or  the  person  made  the  subject 
of  the  jnrisdiction  must  be  within  the  territorial  limits  so  as  to  subject  either  persons 
or  property  to  its  judicial  decisions,  and  every  exertion  of  authority  of  its  sort  be- 
yond its  limits  is  a  mere  nullity  and  incapable  of  binding  such  persons  or  property  in 
any  other  tribunal.'' 

The  same  doctrine  is  found  stated  in  different  forms  of  expression  in  Phillimore,  in 
Wheaton,  in  Westlake,  and  in  Woolsey.  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  ever  been 
questioned. 

The  owners  of  the  Daylight  were  never  residents  of  Mexico,  either  permanently  or 
temporarily.  They  are  not  known  to  have  ever  been  in  this  country.  The  master  of 
the  vessel  was  not  a  resident  of  Mexico,  either  permanent  or  temporary,  and  waa 
never  in  the  country  beyond  the  point  at  which  his  vessel  might  touch.  At  the  time 
of  the  occurrence  wnich  gave  rise  to  the  claim,  the  vessel  could  scarcely  be  said  with 
strict  propriety  to  have  been  in  Mexican  waters.  She  was  anchored  outside  the  bar 
near  the  harbor  of  Tampico,  in  an  exceptionally  rough  sea,  at  the  close  of  a  severe 
storm,  which  rendered  it  unsafe  for  her  to  attempt  to  cross  the  bar  or  enter  the  har- 
bor. To  insist  that  these  claimants  shall  go  from  Blaine  to  Tampico  to  seek  redress- 
in  the  Mexican  tribunals  for  a  grievous  wron§j  suffered  at  the  hands  of  a  high  officer 
of  the  navy  of  that  Republic  would,  in  the  estimation  of  my  €k>vemment,  be  a  practi- 
cal denial  of  justice.  The  Mexican  Government  is,  in  the  opinion  of  mv  Government^ 
conceived  to  be  justly  responsible  to  it  for  the  act  of  that  officer,  and  consequently 
the  views  put  forth  by  your  honor  in  behalf  of  your  Government  cannot  be  accepted 
by  mine. 

I  therefore  again  bring  the  case  to  the  consideration  of  your  honor,  and  I  have  been 
instrnoted  to  say  at  the  same  time  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  hopes  and 
expects  that  so  just  a  claim  as  this  is  deemed  to  be  will  receive  early  consideration, 
followed  by  prompt  and  speedy  adjustment  at  the  hands  of  the  Government  of 
Mexico. 

I  renew,  &o., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


Ko.  255. 
Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyseiu 

.rExtrsot.J 

U^o.  843.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

MexicOj  July  1, 1884.    (Received  July  11.) 

Sib  :  •  •  •  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  flrom  Consal  Viosca  of 
the  17th  Jane  last,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  Captain  Caleb  escaped 
from  La  Paz  on  the  11th  of  May  last  on  the  Mexican  steamer  Estaiio 
de  Sonora  and  landed  at  Guaymas,  whence'  he  went  by  rail  to  San 
Francisco. 

Also  a  copy  of  Consul  Kelton's  dispatch  of  the  7th  of  June,  in  which 
he  states  that  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Estado  de  Sonora  informed 
him  that  Captain  Caleb  took  passage  on  his  steamer  at  La  Paz  under 
the  name  of  John  Kelly  about  the  30th  of  May  last,  and  went  to  Guay- 
nias,  whence  he  proceeded  to  San  Francisco. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 
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(InolMore  1  in  No.  843.] 

Consul  Vioaoa  to  Mr.  Morgan, 

United  Stated  ConsulatK; 
La  Pax,  Mexico,  June  12, 1884. 
'  Sir:  *  "*  *  Ou  the  Itth  of  May  last  Captain  Caleb  deserted  the  private  houte 
wherein  he  was  confined,  committing  a  breach  of  parole,  nuder  which  cnstody  he  bad 
been  kept  before  and  after  he  was  sentenced  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  five  years  of  im- 
prisonment, leaving  the  said  house  (from  information  acquired  from  outside  circles) 
on  the  niffht  of  the  date  above  mentioned,  when  he  absconded  on  board  of  the  Mexican 
steamer  Estado  de  Sonora,  and  have  also  been  informed  that  be  was  conveyed  to 
Guaymas,  and  that  he  there  took  the  railroad  train  for  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where  be 
now  still  remains.  The  circumstances  of  his  escape  never  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  consulate  until  the  30th  of  May,  since  which  time  I  have  had  no  chance  for  com- 
municating the  incident. 

I  am,  &c.,  J  AS.  VI08CA, 

ComfuL 


llndosare  2  in  No.  843.] 
Mr,  Kelton  to  Mr,  Morgan. 

COXSULATB  OF  THR  UNITED  STATES, 

MaMaiUn,  MexioOj  Jume  7,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  relative  to  Captain  Caleb. 

The  purser  of  the  steamer  Estado  de  Sonora  informed  me  to-day  that  Captain 

Caleb  (under  the  name  of  John  Kelly),  took  passage  on  said  steamer  from  La  Paz  to 

Guaymas  about  the  30th  of  May  last,  and  from  Guaymas  proceeded  to  San  Francisco. 

I  infer  that  he  escajsed  from  La  Paz ;  probably  assumed  that  no  steps  would  be  taken 

by  the  authorities  to  impede  his  escape. 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  G.  KELTON. 


No.  266. 

Mr.  Frelinghugsen  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  603.]  Department  op  Statk, 

Washington^  July  7,  1884. 
Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
3d  instant)  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Goates,  jr.,  of  Florida,  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Howard  C.  Walker,  which  was  the  subject  of  my  instruction  to 
you,  No.  695  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  observe  that  you  will  promptly  ex- 
tend to  Mr.  Walker  every  attention  consistent  with  justice  and  his 
American  citizenship. 
Mr.  Coatee  personally  visited  the  Department  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Walker. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUY8BN. 


(Inolosure  in  008.  J 

Mr,  Coatea  to  Mr.  Davis. 

Washington,  Jul^  3,  1884. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  case  of  Mr.  Howard  0.  Walker  is  simply  that  be  is  acciised  of  an 
offense  which  was  never  proven ;  cast  into  Jail  at  Minatitlan^  State  of  Vera  Cms, 
and  refused  bond  or  trial,  and  when  oar  consul  went  to  see  hini  was  ordered  away 
until  they  saw  fit  to  let  him  in. 

Humbly,  yours  respectfully, 

J.  W.  COATES,  Jr., 
Suwannee  Station,  Flwida. 

p.  S. — Many  tha  iks  for  your  kind  reception  and  attention  toward  me  this  morn- 
ing. 
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No.  257. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  W9.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  11, 1884. 

Sib  :  By  instruction  No.  550,  of  the  23d  of  April  last,  you  were 
acqaainted  with  a  dispute  then  lately  arisen  concerning  the  legitimate 
jurisdiction  over  certain  islands  in  the  Bio  Orande  (Bio  Bravo)  near 
Boma,  Tex.,  and  you  were  directed  to  present  the  matter  to  the  Mex- 
ican Government  and  ask  consideration  of  our  jilst  claim  to  jurisdiction 
in  the  premises. 

Since  then,  the  Mexican Grovemmenthas  made,  through  SefLor  Bomero, 
under  date  of  June  12  last,  a  counter  complaint,  claiming  Morteritos 
Island  as  Mexican  territory,  with  its  accretions,  and  protesting  against 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  authority  over 
that  island. 

The  note  of  Mr.  Bomero  and  its  inclosures,  being  very  voluminous 
and  not  yet  wholly  translated,  could  not  be  sent  to  you  herewith  with- 
out involving  inconvenient  delay.  Copies  will,  however,  go  to  you  as 
soon  aa  possible,  to  complete  your  record. 

The  question  appearing  to  be  one  of  simple  fact,  to  be  settled  by  the 
records  of  the  Boundary  Commission,  under  the  signatures  of  both  com- 
missioners, now  on  file  in  this  Department,  I  requesteil  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  direct  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  the  United 
States  commissioner  on  the  original  survey,  to  examine  the  records  and 
charts  thereof.  General  Emory  has  done  so,  Seizor  Bomero  having  had 
at  the  same  time  opportunity  to  personally  inspect  the  records  and  charts. 
The  geiieraPs  report  removes  all  ground  for  doubt  that  Morteritos  be- 
longs to  the  United  Stales,  under  the  prescriptions  of  the  treaty  of 
Gnadalupe  Hidalgo. 

I  have  accordingly  replied  to  the  Mexican  contention  by  a  note*  to 
Senor  Bomero,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  for  your  information. 

The  question  would  appear  to  have  been  in  part  founded  on  a  case  ol 
mistaken  identity,  in  assuming  that  two  small  twin  island^  below  and 
near  to  Boma,  and  separated  at  the  time  of  the  survey  by  a  shallow 
water-course  now  believed  to  be  filled  up,  were  the  Morteritos  and 
Sabinos  Islands  of  the  Mexican  contention  and  identical  with  islands 
Nos.  12  and  13.  It  seems  clear  that  Sabiuitos  (or  Sabinos)  is  a  large 
single  island,  lying  some  distance  above  Boma,  and  is  acknowledged 
Mexican  territory  both  by  the  records  of  the  survey  and  in  the  absence, 
so  far  as  known  here,  of  any  occasion  for  dispute  in  respect  thereof. 
Island  No.  12,  to  which  Senor  Bomero  refers  in  one  of  his  notes  on  the 
subject,  lies  lower  down  the  river,  near  Binggold  Barracks,  is  styled  on 
the  survey  charts  Green  Key  Island,  and  likewise  appears  to  belong  to 
Mexico  without  dispute. 

It  is  apparently  in  respect  only  of  the  small  twin  islands,  known  on 
charts  both  as  ^<  Beaver  Islands"  and  as  <^  Island  No.  13,"  that  any  dis- 
pute exists.  The  larger  of  these,  lying  nearest  to  the  Mexican  shore, 
appears  to  be  known  to  the  Mexicans  as  ''Morteritos."  The  other 
smaller  island  of  the  pair  may  or  may  not  be  locally  known  as  *'  Sabinos." 
It  bears  no  separate  name  on  the  charts.  The  fact  is,  however,  wholly 
immaterial,  for  both  the  islands  are  by  the  two  commissioners  assigned 
to  the  United  States. 

*  For  inclosare  see  docament  No.  266  post. 
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After  reading  my  note  to  SeiLor  Bomero  and  familiarizinf?  yourself 
with  the  ground  therein  taken,  yon  will  seek  a  conference  with  the 
Mexican  secretary  for  foreign  afbtirs  on  the  snbject.  You  will  point 
out  to  him  that  under  whichever  aspect  it  be  viewed,  whether  as 
resting  on  a  change  in  the  deepest  channel  snbsequent  to  the  amgn- 
ment  of  the  survey,  or  on  the  allegiance  of  the  reputed  Mexican  owners 
of  the  land  and  on  any  agreement  among  them  of  which  the  Mexican 
courts  may  have  taken  cognizance,  the  Mexican  claim  is  completely  at 
variance  with  the  ground  taken  by  the  Mexican  Government  itself,  that 
the  boundary  fixed  by  the  survey  is  definitive,  and  not  to  be  chuiged. 
You  may  advert  to  (he  proposal  made  to  this  Government  by  Mr. 
Itomero  (in  a  note  dated  31st  May),  to  review  the  negotiation  proposed 
in  1875  by  Seiior  Mariscal  to  Mr.  Fish  for  a  convention  to  settle  bound- 
ary disputes  growing  out  of  changes  in  the  channel  of  the  Bravo  by 
declaring  that  no  such  change  shall  affect  the  actual  boundary  fixed  by 
the  survey,  and  you  may  observe  that  this  (Government  can  hardly  he 
expected  to  attach  much  weight  to  that  proposition  if,  in  the  first  case 
of  dispute  arising,  the  Mexican  Government  is  found  to  adopt  a  diamet- 
rically opposed  theory.  You  may  also  find  it  convenient  to  advert  to 
the  circumstance,  shown  by  the  inclosnres  to  my  No.  550,  that  the 
Mexican  owners  claim  the  subsequent  accretions  to  Morteritos  as  be- 
longing to  them,  and,  consequently,  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Mexico  also,  and  comment  on  its  untenable  character ;  for  even  if  Mor- 
teritos Island  were  Mexican  territory,  which  the  record  of  the  survey 
shows  it  is  not,  the  annexation  of  United  States  territory  by  accretion 
or  by  change  of  channel  could  not  be  recognized. 

Yon  will  further  point  out  that  in  this  contention  we  have  the  right 
to  deem  ourselves  the  aggrieved  party.  The  Mexican  authorities  at 
Mier  have  assumed  to  exercise  territorial  jurisdiction,  not  merely  over 
the  island  of  Morteritos,  but  over  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  which  has  since  accidentally  been  Joined  to  that  island  by  the 
closing  of  a  waterway.  Our  effort  to  assert  the  jurisdictional  power 
belonging  to  us  of  right,  has  been  resented  as  an  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference and  made  the  occasion  of  a  complaint  which  proves  to  bo  base- 
less. Notwithstanding  this,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
promptly  acceded  to  a  request  of  the  Mexican  minister,  and  direcUvi 
Its  authorities  on  the  frontier  to  avoid  all  pretext  of  conflict  with  the 
Mexican  authorities  until  the  question  of  ownership  should  be  ami- 
cably settled.  In  communicating  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury 
and  of  War  the  conclusion  of  this  Government  that  Morteritos  is  wholly 
of  the  domain  of  the  United  States,  the  r«)uest  that  the  officers  of  this 
Government  in  that  quarter  should  continue  to  avoid  forcible  assump- 
tion of  jurisdiction  has  been  renewed. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  you  will  formally  ask  that  the  Mex- 
ican Government  forthwith  cease  any  claim  to  territorial  jurisdiction 
over  the  island  of  Morteritos,  and  cause  to  be  duly  respected  the 
boundary  line  to  the  south  of  that  island,  and  between  it  and  the  Mex- 
ican bank,  as  determined  by  the  United  States  and  Mexican  commis- 
sioners in  the  survey. 

Upon  the  removal  of  this  question  from  the  field  of  debate,  this 
Crovernment  will  have  pleasure  in  taking  up  and  considering  Senor 
MariscaPs  original  proposal,  now  revived  by  Sefior  Bomero,  for  nego- 
tiating a  formal  convention  in  settlement  of  like  disputes  in  future. 
I  am,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FBELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  258. 

Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Morgan. 

No.  629.J  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  August  8, 1884. 
8iR :  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  files,  as  promised  iu  the  Depart- 
ment's instmction  to  yoH,  No.  609,  of  the  11th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the 
note*  of  Mr,  Romero,  the  minister  of  Mexico  here,  of  the  12th  June, 
presenting  the  claim  of  his  Government  to  certain  islands  in  the  Bio 
Grande,  near  Roma,  Tex. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  259. 

Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen; 

No.  880.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

Mexico,  August  12, 1884.    (Received  August  25.) 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  No.  609, 
July  11,  1884,  iu  regard  to  a  dispute  concerning  the  legitimate  jurisdic- 
tion over  certain  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande  near  Roma,  Tex,,  and  in 
irhich  I  was  instructed,  to  <<  formally  ask  that  the  Mexican  Oovernment 
forthwith  cease  any  claim  to  territorial  jurisdiction  over  the  islands  of 
Morteritos,  and  cause  to  be  duly  respected  the  boundary  line  to  the 
south  of  that  island  and  between  it  and  the  Mexican  bank,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  United  States  and  Mexican  commissioners  in  the  survey." 

I  was  unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Sefior  Fernandez  until  the 
3l8t  ultimo, 

I  then  informed  him  that,  as  he  was  aware,  a  question  had  lately 
arisen  between  our  respective  Governments  concerning  the  legitimate 
jurisdiction  over  certain  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande  (Rio  Bravo)  near 
Eoma,  Tex.,  and  the  principal  contention,  and  the  one  to  which  I  would 
at  present  confine  myself,  was  the  island  of  '*  Morteritos,"  the  Mexican 
Government  claiming  that  that  island  with  its  accretions  belongs  to 
Mexico,  while  the  United  States  coutends  that  the  island,  or  what  was 
the  island,  forms  part  of  th^  territory  of  the  United  States. 

1  said  that  the  boundary  commissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  placed  this  island  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  having  been  joined  by  accretion  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  river,  Mexico  claimed  not  only  the  island  but  the  accre- 
tion referred  to,  and  that  the  Mexican  authorities  at  Mier  had  assumed 
to  exercise  a  jurisdiction  not  merely  over  the  island  but  over  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  which  has  since  been  accidentally 
joined  to  that  island  (Morterifos)  by  the  closing  of  a  waterway. 

I  further  said  that  the  efforts  of  the  United  States  to  assert  jurisdic- 
tional power  belonging  to  them  of  right  has  been  resent-ed  as  an  un- 
warrantable interference  and  made  the  occasion  of  a  complaint  by 
Mexico  which  proves  to  be  baseless.  Notwithstanding  this,  however, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  proQiptly  acceded  to  a  request  of 

•For  incloenre  see  document  No.  206 post. 
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the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington,  and  directed  its  authorities  on  the 
frontier  to  avoid  all  pretext  of  conflict  with  the  Mexican  authorities 
until  the  question  of  ownership  should  be  amicably  settled,  and  that 
even  now  in  communicating  to  the  Se.cretar]es  of  the  Treasury  and  of 
War  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  United  States  Government  that 
the  island  was  wholly  the  domain  of  the  United  States,  the  request  had 
been  again  renewed  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  in  that  quarter 
should  continue  to  avoid  forcible  assumption  of  jurisdiction. 

I  further  said  that  the  Mexican  claim  to  jurisdiction  appeared  to  rest 
upon  two  grounds : 

1.  A  scientific  report  of  the  engineer,  Garfias,  dated  16th  April,  1880^ 
which  argues  that  the  present  deepest  channel  to  the  northward  must 
always  have  been  the  deepest  (and  thereupon  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  countries)  in 
pursuance  of  an  observed  peculiarity  of  views  by  which  the  deepest 
flow  of  water  follows  the  hollow  of  a  curve  in  the  river  bed. 

2.  Ownership  by  Mexican  citizens,  and  an  agreement  among  said 
owners  in  March,  1874,  whereby  the  island  of  Morteritos  and  its  accre- 
tions  were  confirmed  to  them  under  the  authority  of  Mexico. 

I  informed  Sefior  Fernandez  that  the  second  of  these  points  must  be 
dismissed  from  consideration,  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
did  not  admit  the  right  of  owners  of  land  to  transfer  under  color  of 
any  judicial  agreement  whatever  the  territorial  domain  over  their  estates 
to  the  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation  to  whom  such  individ- 
uals owe  allegiance. 

I  then  said  that  this  reduced  the  question  to  one  of  simple  flEict, 
namely,  the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  channel  fixed  by  the  com- 
missioners under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  This,  I  said,  as  I 
had  remarked  before,  was  done  by  the  said  commissioners,  they  having 
placed  the  island,  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States. 

I  informed  Sefior  Fernandez  that  I  had  been  instructed  to  formally 
ask  that  his  Government  forthwith  cease  any  claim  to  territorial  juris- 
diction over  the  island  of  Morteritos,  and  cause  to  be  duly  respected 
the  boundary  line  to  the  south  of  that  island  and  between  it  and  the 
Mexican  bank,  as  determined  by  the  United  States  and  Mexican  com- 
missioners in  the  survey. 

I  said  to  Seiior  Fernandez  that  on  the  Slst  May  last  Senor  Bomero, 
the  Mexican  minister  at  Washington,  had  proposed  to  you  to  revive 
the  proposed  negotiations  made  by  Sefior  Marisca)  to  Mr.  Fish  in  the 
year  1875  for  a  convention  to  settle  boundary  disputes  growing  out  of 
changes  in  the  channel  of  the  Bravo,  and  declaring  that  no  such  change 
shall  affect  the  actual  boundary  fixed  by  the  survey. 

I  said  that  upon  the  removal  of  the  question  of  the  island  of  Morteritos 
from  the  field  of  debate  I  was  authorized  to  say  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  would  have  pleasure  in  considering  Senor  MariBcal's 
original  proposition,  which  has  lately  been  renewed  by  Senor  Romero, 
as  above  stated,  for  negotiating  a  formal  convention  for  the  settlement 
of  like  disputes  in  future,  but  at  the  present  moment,  however,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  could  hardly  be  expected  to  attach  much 
weight  to  that  proposition  if  in  the  first  case  of  dispute  arising  the 
Mexican  Government  was  found  to-  adopt  a  diametrically  opposite 
course. 

Seiior  Fernandez  informed  me  that  the  question  of  the  proprietorship 
of  the  island  of  Morteritos  had  been  submitted  to  the  proper  Depart- 
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ment,  and  that  as  soou  as  he  should  receive  a  report  therefrom  he 
would  inform  me  of  the  decision  thereof. 

I  suggested  to  him  that  as  the  question  was  one  of  importance  I 
would  be  glad  to  receive  his  rep^  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Sefior  Fernandez  requested  me  to  transmit  to  him  a  memorandum  of 
the  interview  which  we  had  had  upon  the  subject,  which  I  did  on  the 
day  following  (August  1,  1884,),  which  is  substantially  as  reported  in 
the  foi*egoing. 

I  have  seen  Senor  Fernandez  upon  several  occasions  since  the  31st 
ultimo,  but  he  has  said  nothing  to  me  upon  the  subject  further  than  that 
he  had  received  no  report  from  the  Mexican  authorities  with  reference 
to  the  island,  and  I  therefore  deem  it  proi)er  to  let  you  see  that  I  have 
complied  with  your  instructions. 
I  am,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN, 


Ko.  260. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Morgan  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  896.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

MexieOy  September  4, 1884.    (Beceived  September  15.) 

Sib  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  603,  July  7, 1884,  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Howard  0.  Walker,  imprisoned  at  Minatitlan,  charged 
by  the  Mexican  authorities  at  that  place  with  having  stolen  wood,  Mr. 
Morgan  addressed  a  dispatch  to  our  consular  agent  at  Ooatzacoalcos 
on  the  19th  of  July,  1884,  in  which  be  requested  to  be  informed  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Walker. 

About  the  20th  of  August  last  Mr.  Albert  Langner,  consular  agent 
of  the  United  States  at  Tehuantepec  and  Salina  Craz,  called  at  the 
legation  and  gave  to  Mr.  Morgan  a  draft  of  a  dispatch  which  he  saidi 
bad  been  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Hoff,  our  consular  agent  at  Ooatzacoalcos, 
and  which  had  been  addressed  to  Mr.  Hoff  to  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  30th 
of  July  last.  The  original  of  the  dispatch  in  question,  which  Mr.  Hoff 
said  had  been  forwarded  to  the  legation,  has  never  been  received. 

The  facts  connected  with  Mr.  Walker's  case,  as  reported  by  Consular 
Agent  Hoff,  appeared  to  Mr.  Morgan  to  be  tantamount  to  a  denial  of 
justice,  and  he  therefore  considered  it  necessary  to  again  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Mexican  Government  to  the  facts  connected  with  the  same 
and  request  that  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  by  them  to  obtain 
for  Mr.  Walker  a  trial,  or  in  default  thereof  that  the  bond  of  $40,000 
which  had  been  exacted  of  him  should  be  annulled  and  he  be  set  at 
liberty. 

In  the  note  which  Mr.  Morgan  addressed  to  Senor  Fernandez  upon 
the  subject  you  will  observe  that  he  ignored  the  contention  of  the  Mex- 
ican Government,  as  expressed  in  Sefior  Fernandez's  note  to  him  of  the 
28th  of  May,  1884  (see  inclosure  4,  in  Mr.  Morgan's  No.  820,  June  2, 
1884),  that  diplomatic  int^ervention*  would  not  be  admitted  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Walker,  as  it  did  not  appear  from  the  register  of  the  department 
for  foreign  affairs  that  Walker  had  been  matriculated  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  In  this  connection  Mr.  Mdlgan  complied  with  the  in- 
structions contained  in  your  dispatch,  No.  595,  June  23,  1884. 

1  have  now  to  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  Sefior  Fernandez's 
reply,  received  to-day. 
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Tlie  ODder  secretary  of  state  in  charge  of  the  department  for  foreiea 
affairs  simply  calls  my  attention  to  his  note  to  Mr.  Morgan  of  tibe 
28th  of  May  last,  in  which  he  informed  him  ^<  that  it  did  not  appear  od 
the  register  of  matriculation  that  thAsaid  Walker  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  this  circumstance  prevented  my  (his)  accepting 
the  ulterior  official  intervention  of  his  excellency  in  the  premises.^ 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  H.  MOKGAN. 


[Incloftore  1  in  Ko.  896.] 

Mr,  Morgan  to  Mr,  Bojf, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  July  19,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  bave  to  request  that  you  inform  me  of  the  present  condition  of  the  case  of 
Howard  C.  Walker,  imprisoned  at  Minatitlan  charged  with  having  stolen  wood. 
I  am,  &c., 

P-  H.  MOBGAN. 


[Inclosore  2  injNo.  8M.] 

Mr,  Hojf  to  Mr,  Morgan, 

July  30, 1884. 

In  reply  to  yoor  commnnication  of  July  19,  received  to  day,  asking  the  present 
condition  of  the  case  of  Howard  C.  Walker,  I  heg  to  sav  that  I  consider  it  detpor^ie 
for  the  following  reasons :  Howard  C.  Walker  was  placed  in  Jail  on  March  19, 1863,  on 
the  accneatlon  of  Jos^  Teran  of  having  stolen  wood  and  shipped  the  same  on  board 
of  Norwegian  bark  Circassia. 

Althongh  he  has  repeatedly  demanded  a  trial  of  his  case  he  has  never  received  one, 
nor  has  anv  proof  whatever  been  produced  by  Teran  to  substantiate  his  charges.  By 
an  order  of  tne  conrt  the  vessel  was  discharged  during  the  month  of  March,  1863,  to 
ascertain  if  any  of  the  wood  claimed  by  Teran  was  on  board  of  said  bark,  and  after 
a  careful  examination  of  the  marks  of  every  log,  not  one  was  found  snch  as  claimed 
by  Teran. 

Mr.  Walker  isiihe  shipping  clerk  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Leetch  and  put  the  cargo  on  the  Cir- 
cassia under  bis  order.  The  work  was  done  as  usual  in  the  day  time,  and  a  receipt 
for  the  timber  put  on  board  was  taken  by  Walker  from  the  captain  for  Mr.  R.  H.  Leetch. 
Walker  was  never  notified  by  Teran  or  by  the  court  or  by  any  one  that  there  was 
any  claim  against  the  wood,  and  it  was  not  nntil  after  he  had  been  in  jail  for  several 
days  that  he  knew  the  nature  of  the  accusation  against  him. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  accusation  is  false,  as  was  shown  by  the  official  examina- 
tion of  the  wood  above  spoken  of,  which  proved  it  all  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Leetch, 
but  this  very  fact  has  produced  the  deplorable  results  against  which  he  has  already 

Protested  before  me  (as  appears  by  the  copy  of  protest  which  I  forwarded  to  you  J,  for 
is  accuser,  knowing  that,  shonld'the  case  come  to  trial,  Walker  would  be  clearea  and 
he  himself  punished  for  making  a  false  accusation  against  Walker:  thus  he  has  made 
every  effort  to  postpone  the  trial.  Meantime,  Walker  remains  a  prisoner  nnder  $4U,000 
bail,  which  is  excessive.  It  was  not  nntil  bis  health  was  entirely  broken  down  and 
his  life  imperiled  that  any  bail  was  accepted.  Since  he  left  the  jail  he  has  been  con- 
fined to  his  home,  and  much  of  the  time  to  his  bed,  his  lungs  having  been  so  seriooaly 
affected  that  he  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past,  suffering  daily  from 
hemorrhage  of  the  lungs. 

Under  the  law  as  administered  here  there  seems  to  be  no  hope  that  a  trial  will  be 
reached,  for  by  taking  advantage  of  the  right  to  recuse  the  judges,  and  pntting  every 
possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  trial,  the  case  is  no  nearer  conmletion  than  it  was 
sixteen  months  ago.  Meantime,  should  his  health  improve,  Mr.  Walker  may  at  anv 
time  be  ordered  back  to  jail,  as  bail  was  only  admitted  on  the  account  of  his  ill 
health.  ^ 

The  bail  is  clearly  excessive,  as  the  whole  wood  in  dispute,  that  is,  what  was  daimed, 
is  not  worth  more  than  |2,500  at  the  outside  price,  and  never  was. 

JOSEPH  D.  HOFF. 
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rinoUwiire8inKo.896.] 

Mr,  Morgan  U  Mr.  Femandes. 

Lkoation  of  thv  UKited  States, 

Mexico,  AugMt  26,  l^iSi. 

Sir  :  I  have  again  to  call  your  honor's  attention  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Howard  C. 
Walker,  the  circnmstances  of  which  are  fully  related  in  my  notes  to  yonr  honor  of  the 
13th  of  March  and  15th  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  respectively. 

Since  yonr  honor's  note  to  me  of  the  15th  May  I  nave  received  further  information 
concerning  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate  man. 

He  was  accused,  as  I  have  heretofore  informed  vour  honor,  of  having  stolen  a  num- 
ber of  logs  of  wood,  which  were  said  to  have  been  laden  on  tne  Norwegian  vessel  Cir- 
cassian. 

The  vessel  was  unloaded,  and  no  timber  with  the  marks  which  it  was  alleged  Mr. 
Walker  had  stolen  were  found  thereon. 

Nevertheless  he  was  still  kept  in  prison.  His  health  failins,  he  was  released,  and 
he  remained  at  liberty  for  some  months,  when  he  was  remanded  to  prison,  where  he 
remained  another  series  of  months,  when,  his  health  again  failing  him,  he  was  rMeased 
npon  furnishing  a  bond  of  |40,000.  I  am  informed  that  the  property  which  he  is 
alleged  to  have  taken  was  never  worth  $2,500. 

He  has  endeavored  repeatedly  to  have  his  case  tried,  but  in  vain.  The  authorities 
will  do  nothing.  He  cannot  leave  the  country  if  he  desired  to  do  so,  because  his  bond 
would  be  forfeited  if  he  did,  and  his  friends  would  be  forced  to  pay  |40,000. 

He  has  been  under  arrest  since  the  10th  of  March.  1883.  and  he  has  never  been  able 
to  obtain  a  trial.  This  is  tantamount  to  an  absolute  aenial  of  Justice.  It  is  even 
worse  than  this  in  my  Judgment. 

It  is  the  wanton  exercise  of  power  in  the  authorities  under  whose  Jurisdiction  he 
ia  punished  for  a  crime  which  the  records,  as  I  am  informed,  show  he  was  never 
guilty  of. 

On  the  17th  of  March  last  your  honor  informed  me  that  vou  had  asked  information 
upon  the  subject  from  the  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  tne  28th  of  May  last  you  in- 
formed me  that  that  official  had  in  his  turn  asked  for  information  thereof  fh>m  the 
superior  tribunal  of  Justice  of  that  state,  since  when  I  have  heard  nothing  from  your 
department  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  your  honor's  Government  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  secure  to  this  citizen  of  the  United  States  a  trial,  or  in  default  thereof  that 
the  bond  exacted  of  him  be  annulled,  and  he  be  set  at  liberty. 
I  renew,  &c., 

P.  H.  MORGAN. 


(Inolosiire  4  is  No.  890.— TnuMlttioD.1 

Mr.  Fernandez  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Morgan. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexiooy  Septemher  3,  1884. 
Mr.  Charge  i/Aff  aires:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  his  excellencvMr.  Mor- 
ffan's  note  which  he  addressed  to  this  department  under  date  of  August  26  last,  re- 
ferring to  the  case  of  Mr.  Howard  C.  WalKcr. 

In  my  note  of  the  28th  of  May  of  this  year  I  informed  Mr.  Morgan  that  it  did  not 
appear  on  the  register  of  matriculation  that  the  said  Walker  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  ana  that  this  circumstance  prevented  my  accepting  the  ulterior  official 
intervention  of  his  excellency  in  the  premises. 

In  calling  your  attention,  although  with  regret,  to  my  statement  referred  to  I  re- 
new to  von  the  assurances  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

JOSfi  FERNANDEZ. 


No.  261. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Morgan. 

No.  672.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  16,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  in  connection  with 
recent  correspondence  with  your  legation,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  note* 


*For  inclosure  see  document  No.  2G7  poet. 
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from  the  miuister  of  Mexico  here  of  the  9th  instant,  stating  that  his 
Government  renoances  its  claim  to  the  ownership  of  Morteritos  island, 
so  called,  in  the  Rio  Grande,  near  Soma,  Tex. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Homero's  note  I  have  expressed  the  gratification 
which  this  Government  felt  at  this  decision,  and  added  that  it  was  only 
what  the  President  and  this  Department  had  good  cause  to  expect  from 
the  well-known  high  sense  of  Jastice  of  the  Mexican  Government  and 
people. 

I  am,  &c., 

PRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSEN. 


GOBEESPONDEifCB  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OP  MEXICO  AT 

WASHINGTON. 

No.  262. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TimatUtion.] 

Legation  op  Mexico  in  the  United  States, 

Wa$hingtanj  May  24, 1884.  (Beceived  May  24.) 
Mb.  S£CBETABT>  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  re- 
ceived  a  telegram  from  the  ministry  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  dated  yesterday  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  which  I  am 
informed  that  the  commander  oif  the  United  States  troops  in  Boma, 
Tex.,  says  that  he  has  instructions  from  the  War  Department  to  oc- 
cupy the  island  of  Morteritosy  Sabinos. 

As  Mexico  has  always  had  possession  of  that  island,  my  Government 
instructs  me  to  request  that  of  the  United  States  of  America  that  mat- 
ters may  remain  in  statu  quo  until  both  Governments  come  to  an  agree- 
ment upon  this  subject. 

A  note  from  this  legation,  having  reference  to  a  circumstance  rela- 
tive to  that  isli^nd,  was  sent  to  your  Department  the  13th  of  March  last, 
which  was  answered  by  yon  on  the  8th  of  April  following. 
I  avail,  &c., 

M.  BOMEBO. 


No.  263. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  FrelimgkuyseH. 

••1 


Legation  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  June  3,  1881.  (Received  June  2.) 
Mr. Segretahy :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  today 
received  a  note  from  the  foreign  office  of  the  Unite<l  Mexican  States^ 
dated  Mexico,  May  23  ultimo,  in  which  I  am  informed  that  according  to 
information  possessed  by  that  office  the  islands  of  Morteritos  and  Sabi- 
nos, referred  to  in  my  note  to  your  Department  of  24th  May,  belong  to 
Mexico  by  reason  of  having  remained  when  the  dividing  Ime  between 
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the  two  countries  was  laid  down  in  conformity  with  article  5  of  the 
boundary  treaty  of  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
deepest  channel  of  the  river,  for  which  reason  they  have  since  then  re- 
mained in  the  possession  of  Mexico,  forming  a  part  of  the  municipality  of 
Mier,  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 

It  is  true  that  by  reason  of  a  recent  change  in  the  currents  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  both  of  those  islands  are  now  on  the  left  bank  of  the  greater  arm 
and  deeper  channel  of  the  river  5  but  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican 
Oovernment,  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  countries  is  that  which 
was  laid  down  by  the  mixed  commission,  which  met  in  conformity  with 
the  treaty  of  February  2, 1848,  there  can  be  no  doubt  with  respect  to 
the  legitimate  ownership  of  those  islands. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  say  to  you  that  these  islands  are  those  num- 
bered 12  and  13,  of  which  Maj.  William  H.  Emory,  chief  of  the  bound- 
ary commission  of  the  United  States,  speaks  in  his  Beport  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  dated  in  this  city  July  29, 1866,  page  65,  volume  1. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Government  of  Mexico  hopes  that  the 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States  will  recognize  the  right  of  Mexico  to 
those  islands  which  is  derived  from  an  existing  treaty  between  the  two 
<;ountries,  and  fh)m  the  demarkation  of  the  line  maiie  in  conformity 
with  the  aforesaid  treaty  and  supported  by  an  uninterrupted  possession 
of  nearly  forty  years. 
Accept,  &c., 

M,  ROMERO. 


No.  265. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TrftDsUtioii.J 

Legation  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States, 

Washington^  June  12,  1884.    (Received  June  16.) 

Mb.  Sboretaby:  Referring  to  the  notes  which  I  addressed  to  your 
Department  on  the  13th  of  March  and  the  24th  May  last,  and  on  the  2d 
instant,  in  reference  to  the  islands  of  Morteritos  and  Sabinitos,  in  the 
Rio  Grande,  of  which  Mexico  has  been  in  possession  for  the  reason  that 
she  considered  them  as  an  integral  part  of  her  territory,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  received  from  the  department  of  for- 
eign relations  of  Mexico  various  documents  showing  the  rights  of  Mexico 
to  the  said  islands.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  principal  ones  of  these  doc- 
ameuts  and  of  a  drawing  which  was  sent  as  an  inclosure  to  the  report 
of  Engineer  Oarfias,  of  April  19, 1880,  together  with  an  index  showing 
their  dates  and  giving  a  brief  outline  of  their  contents. 

It  appears  from  the  said  documents  that  the  aforesaid  islands  were 
to  remain  on  the  right  of  the  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande,  when 
the  demarkation  of  limits  was  made  according  to  the  treaties  of  Febru- 
ary 2,  1848,  and  December  30, 1853,  belonging  consequently  to  Mexico, 
according  to  the  report  of  Engineer  Ignacio  Garfias  (inclosure  No.  4) ; 
that,  among  various  changes  that  took  place  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
owing  to  freshets  in  the  year  1865,  the  island  of  Morteritos  became 
united  to  another  which  was  quite  near  it,  but  the  new  island  remained 
on  the  right  of  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river ;  that  Mexicans  were 
the  owners  of  the  island  contiguous  to  the  right  bank  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  the  owners  of  the  other,  but  that  when  both  were 
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uDited  all  the  parties  iDterested  made  an  agreement  on  the  9th  of  March^ 
1874,  before  the  court  at  Mier,  wherebj  Mexicans  remained  in  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  island,  that  the  island  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
Mexico  since  that  time ;  judicial  acts  being  exercised  there,  sach  as  the 
estabhshment  of  a  section  of  vigilance,  and  grain  being  sown  by  Mexi- 
can citizens;  that  another  change  which  took  place  in  the  deepest  chan- 
nel of  the  Bio  Grande  left  the  island  of  Morteritos  on  the  left  side  of  the 
channel,  and  for  this-  reason,  on  the  20th  of  January  last,  several  armed 
I>ersons  from  Roma,  Tex.,  headed  by  W.  W.  Bohorman,  the  judge  at 
Koma,  in  Starr  County,  Texas,  invaded  the  island  of  Morteritos,  de- 
stroyed several  inclosures,  drove  out  the  Mexican  owners,  and  divide 
their  property  among  themselves ;  and  that  a  short  time  before  several 
residents  of  Boma  had  appealed  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  Texas, 
requesting  them  to  declare  that  the  island  belonged  to  them  by  ac- 
cession. 

I  shall  not  now  stop  to  speak  of  the  incident  relative  to  private  prop- 
erty on  the  island  of  Morteritos,  which,  as  appears  from  the  inclosed 
document,  was  declared  to  belong  to  DofLa  Guadalupe  Garcia,  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  Mexico,  dated 
October  24, 1836,  because  in  this  note  I  am  simply  endeavoring  to  dem- 
onstrate its  nationality,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  forms  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico. 

Without  prejudice  to  the  subsequent  transmission  to  you  of  the  report 
of  the  engineer  who  has  been  sent  by  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  the 
Bio  Grande  to  make  a  study  of  this  subject  on  the  spot,  together  with 
such  other  data  as  I  may  hereafter  receive  from  my  Government,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  department  of  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  has  informed  me,  by  a  note  l»ear- 
ing  date  of  the  28th  of  May  last,  that — 

In  the  inclosed  documents  there  are  irrofutahle  and  foil  data,  showing  unmistakably 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  of  Mexico  to  the  island  of  Morteritos,  among  them  the 
survey  and  the  sounding  made  by  our  consul  at  Rio  Grande  City,  the  agreement  made 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries  before  the  court  at  Mier  with  regard  to  the 
possession  of  the  land  on  the  island,  the  report  of  Engineer  Oarfias,  and  the  fact  that 
a  section  of  vigilance  was  established  on  the  island  without  any  attempt  having  hith- 
erto  been  made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  on 
that  island  or  to  interfere  with  that  of  the  Mexican  authorities. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  Government  of  Mexico  instructs 
me  ^*  to  request  that  of  the  United  States  to  issue  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  end  that  the  free  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities  on  that  island 
may  not  be  obstructed.^ 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  &c., 

M.  ROMERO. 


(.Inclosnre  1.— Translation.  1 
3/r.  Almaraz  to  minister  of  foreign  relaUans, 

CONSULATK  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  AT  RiO  GBANDK  ClTY, 

Bio  Orande  CUtfy  December  26,  ld79. 
Desiring  to  comply,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  with  the  instructions  which  you  were 

S leased  to  communicate  to  me  by  your  note  No.  7,  dated  the  9th  of  An^st  last, 
irectinff  me  to  prepare  a  report  upon  the  true  situation,  and  other  circumstances  ot 
an  island  in  the  Rio  Grande  which  is  nsed  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  smugglers,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  chief  of  the  customs,  section  of  Camar^o,  I  have  the  honor 
to  Inform  yon  that  I  have  been  to  visit  the  aforesaid  island,  and  to  measure  myself 
the  depth  of  the  two  branches  of  the  river  which  form  it. 
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The  island  is,  indeed,  very  near  to  the  town  of  Roma,  opposite  to  the  Ameriean 
ranchetia  called  Los  Saenz  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  heing  opposite  to  the  Mexi- 
can ranehes  called  Guardado  and  El  Morterito,  which  is  ahout  2,500  meters  in  length, 
and  abont  200  in  width  in  its  broadest  part,  and  owing  to  its  situation  is  really  very 
favorable  to  smuggling  operations. 

I  measured  the  depth  of  each  channel  of  the  river  fourteen  times  in  different  places 
of  its  longitudinal  extent,  and  obtained  the  following  results,  which  show  the  differ- 
ences in  depth. 

Sonnding  of  the  northern  channel,  American  side:  Im.,  16;  1  m.,  24;  1  m.,  47;  1 
m.,  51 ;  1  m.,  72 ;  1  m.,  78;  2  m.,  35 ;  2  m.,  70.  ' 

Sonnding  of  the  channel  on  the  Mexican  side:  0  m.,  71 ;  0  m.,  89;  0  m.,  96 ;  1  m., 
.05;  lm.,32;  1  m.,  40;  1  m.,  52. 

This  latter  channel,  according  to  information,  sometimes  becomes  dry,  while  the 
other  always  has  water.  From  all  this  it  appears  that  the  deeper  of  the  two  chan- 
nels of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  form  the  island,  is  the  one  on  the  north,  and  accord- 
i  ng  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship  and  limits  of  1848,  and  article  1  of 
the  treaty  of  Mesilla,  that  the  island  is  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  our  national  ter- 
ritory.   As  to  the  history  of  the  island,  I  have  gathered  the  rollowin^  data : 

The  Rio  Grande  was  formerly  divided  at  the  island  into  three  divisions  or  channels, 
one  of  them  being  central  and  following  the  original  direction  of  the  river,  and  two 
being  lateral  and  separated,  one  towards  the  north^and  the  other  towards  the  south, 
after  which  they  again  met,  leaving  between  them  two  strips  of  land,  one  of  which 
was  considered  American  and  the  other  as  Mexican  soil,  their  owners  belonging  to 
the  two  nationalities. 

In  the  year  1865  there  was  a  large  freshet  in  the  Rio  Grande  which  caused  various 
changes  in  its  current,  among  which  was  that  the  two  strips  of  land  in  again  becom- 
in>(  united  formed  the  present  island.  I  myself  have  seen  marks  of  the  former  divis* 
ion  of  the  island,  which  was  still  very  apparent,  and  I  have  passed  through  the  for- 
mer channel  of  the  river.  When  the  two  parts  of  the  island  became  united  their 
varfoQs  owners  privately  agreed  to  own,  in  equal  parts,  that  which  had  recently  been 
formed.  They  soon  disagreed,  however,  and  had  recourse  to  the  law  and  terminated 
their  dispute  by  means  of  the  written  agreement  which  was  authenticated  before  the 
court  at  Mier. 

I  had  not  asked  the  court  at  Mier  for  any  information  with  regard  to  the  truth  of 
this,  because  I  did  not  know  whether  such  a  proceeding  on  my  part  would  be  ap- 
proved. I  think,  moreover,  that  if  such  a  document  is  necessary,  it  will  be  obtained 
more  readily  by  your  department. 

I  mast  inform  you,  in  conclusion,  that  I  was  accompanied  during  my  examination 
of  the  island  by  tne  chief  of  the  customs  section  of  Camargo  and  by  Don  Juan  Vil- 
lareal,  a  respectable  person,  who  is  the  judge  of  the  civil  register  at  Camargo  and 
likewiae  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Tamaulipas,  and  that  we  pro- 
ceeded with  the  utmost  discretion,  preferring  to  make  our  journey  on  the  Mexican 
side,  although  it  was  thereby  rendered  longer  and  more  difficult. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  respectful  consideration. 

JOS£  M.  ALMARAZ. 

Catbtano  1BU>mbro,  Secretary. 


[Indosure  2.— Translation.] 

Department  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury 

AND  PuBuc  Credit,  Section  1. 

Mexico,  February  4,  1680. 
Under  date  of  the  18th  of  January  last  the  maritiqie  and  fVontier  custom-house  at 
Matanloros  wrote  to  this  department  as  follows :  The  chief  officer  of  the  customs-sec- 
tion at  Camargo,  by  a  communication  numbered  '92,  and  dated  the  31st  of  December 
last,  wrote  to  this  custom-house  as  follows :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  dur- 
ing the  month  just  closing  nothing  worthy  of  special  remark  has  occurred  in  the 
section  under  my  charge.  Although  diligent  efforts  have  been  made  to  punish  smug- 
glers, especially  in  the  district  lying  west  of  this  city,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  arrest 
any  of  them,  because,  as  I  said  in  my  last  report,  those  who  convey  tneir  goods  to  the 
interior  via  Roma  take  a  westerly  direction  from  Mier,  having  abandoned  their  old 
route  of  Arroyo  de  San  Antonio  and  the  Aldamas  ranch,  and  making  their  exit  near 
Villa  de  Parras,  or  they  wait  until  the  last  part  of  the  month,  and  then  avail  them- 
selves of  the  absence  of  the  dragoons  who  come  to  be  reviewed.  With  the  consent  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  federal  force,  which  is  under  my  control,  I  ordered 
that  the  party  should  not  return  this  month,  hoping  that  some  of  the  smugglers  who 
avail  themselves  of  this  temporary  absence  might  thus  be  captui^. 
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Of  the  result  of  my  efforts  I  will  inform  the  castom-honse  under  year  charge.  At 
the  request  of  the  Mexican  consul  at  Rio  Grande  City  (who  desired  that  wedioold  go 
together  to  the  little  island  that  is  nearly  opposite  Roma,  to  which  I  refermd  in  my 
communication  of  June  14,  No.  266),  I  went,  in  company  with  him,  on  the  S4th  in- 
stant, for  the  purpose  of  making  an  examination.  The  said  island  measures  nearly 
3  kilometers  from  east  to  west,  and  about  900  meters  in  its  widest  part;  the  narrow- 
est channel,  which  is  on  the  Mexican  side,  is  1  meter  and  52  centimeters  deep  in  its 
deepest  part.  We  took  more  than  twenty  soundings,  and  found  a  depth  of  71  eenti- 
meters— «9,  96,  105,^132,  and  152. 

According  to  the  statements  made  by  the  people  at  Morteritos  ranch,  which  is  sit- 
nated^on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  it  has  out  little  water,  which  is  not  the  case  in 
the  north  channel ;  and  this  is  understood,  because  we  found  in  more  than  twenty 
soundings,  which  were  takm  in  its  entire  length,  from  the  western  extremity  of  tht 
islet  to  the  eastern,  the  following  depths :  f  meter  16  centimeters,  1.24,  1.47,  1.57, 
1.72,  1.78,  2.35,  and  2.70;  the  dinerence  between  the  greatest  depths  in  the  two 
chaunels  being  1  meter  and  18  centimeters,  and  that  between  the  smallest  depths  45 
centimeters.  The  island  is  jointly  owned  by  residents  of  both  sides  of  the  river,  there 
being  two  boats  on  the  Texan  side  and  two  on  the  Mexican  side,  which  are  engaged 
in  carrying  passengers  either  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  or  to  the  islet,  which, 
as  stated  in  my  report,  which  report  occasioned  the  examination  by  the  consul,  ''favors 
the  operations  of  smugglers,  who  can  leave  Roma,  go  to  the  islet,  and  wait  there  until 
the  cuast  is  clear.''  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  foregoing  (although  your 
department  has  probably  received  some  commuuication  on  the  subject  ftom  the  oon- 
snf  of  Mexico  at  Rio  Grande  City),  in  order  that,  as  regards  the  joint  occupation  of 
the  island  by  Mexico  and  the  United  St-ates,  you  may  be  pleased  to  adopt  snob  a 
decision  as  may  be  proper,  and  to  inform  this  department  thereof. 

TORO. 

To  the  Ch^f  Clwk  in  oh4irge  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Relations,  present. 

A  copy.  CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Seoretmrif. 

Washington,  June  12,  1884. 


[iDclosure  3.— TraDiilatiou.l 

Third  Constitutional  Court  at  Mibr  for  1874  and  187S. 
In  the  city  of  Mier,  on  the  9th  day  of  the  month  of  March,  1874,  the  citisens  Lnei- 
ano  MuQoz,  Cesareo  de  los  Santos,  Florentine  Lopez,  Serafio  Mnfios,  having  met  to- 
gether, both  in  their  own  behalf  and  as  representatives  of  their  brothers,  8imon 
I'reviAo  in  his  own  behalf,  and  as  the  representative  of  his  brothers,  Vicentes  Vels, 
Wenceslao  Martinet,  Octaviano  Longoria,  the  three  last  named  representing  their 
wives  and  Rafael  Garcia,  some  of  them  being  residents  of  Roma,  Tex.,  and  others  of 
this  city ;  also  Francisco  Canales,  representing  his  wife,  8ab^  SaldaSa,  in  his  own 
behalf,  and  representing  Jorge  Garza,  his  brother  Juan  de  la  Garza  for  his  wife,  and 
representing  the  children  of  the  late  Antonio  Garza  and  Rafael  Petia  Garza,  as  rep- 
resentatives of  their  mother,  Dofia  Pl^ida  Garza,  all  of  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of 
deliberating  with  reference  to  a  compromise  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  dispute 
which  had  grown  out  of  ft«shets  in  the  river  near  the  island  of  Morteritos,  which  ad- 
joins land  belonging  to  the  former.  These  proposed  to  settle  the  difficulties,  so  far  ss 
they  were  concerned,  if  a  piece  of  land  was  sold  to  them,  whose  dimensions  and  pric« 
were  to  be  fixed  by  agreement,  and  when  the  said  proposal  had  been  accepted  by  the 
heirs  of  the  island  of  Morteritos,  they  agreed  that  the  latter  should  sell  to  the  former 
a  piece  of  laud  that,  being  adjacent  to  that  of  the  latter  and  to  the  right  side  of 
Morteritos,  should  be,  both  on  the  river's  bank  and  on  the  side  which  borders  upon 
land  belonging  to  the  Fellas,  135  paces  in  length,  and  of  the  following  width  :  to  ex- 
tend from  the  place  where  the  river  touches  Brazo  de  Texas  to  where  it  touches  the 
land  belonging  to  the  P6Qas  on  the  line  given  by  both  parties,  for  the  sum  of  |dO,  by 
means  of  a  biU  of  sale  which  they  would  give  extra-judicially  for  all  le^al  effects, 
thus  terminating  the  dispute  wholly  and  forever ;  that  the  permanent  lines  in  the 
present  agreement  shall  be  fixed  by  common  consent  by  both  parties  interested,  draw- 
ing them  with  a  line  of  stakes  in  order  to  avoid  disputes  in  mture ;  that  if  any  law- 
suit or  misunderstanding  shall  arise  hereafter,  the  Messrs.  MuHoz  and  associates  shsll 
help  in  proportion  to  the  accretions  received  by  them  (caused  by  the  freshets),  to  defrsy 
the  expenses  and  costs  occasioned  to  the  Messrs.  Pd&as;  that  after  the  present  ai|;ree- 
ment  has  been  signed  by  all  the  parties,  it  shall  be  judicially  authentica^  and  placed 
on  file,  and  for  its  fulfillment  they  pledge  their  property,  both  present  and  fatore. 
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Asd  in  tesiiiiioiiy  that  ihey  will  ao  fblfill  it,  they  emaab  this  doomnent  to  be  drawn  np 
in  tiie  place  and  at  the  time  afinemaitioned,  signing  it  together  with  MenrB.  Ambroeio 
Gooxalee  and  Porfirio  Zamora  as  aeirirting  witoeanat. 

LUCIANO  MUKOZ. 
Representing  my  fiither,  CE8ARE0  D£  LOS  SANTOa 

NARCISO  DE  LOS  SANTOS. 

FLORENTINO  LOPEZ, 
For  himself  and  representing  his  brothers. 

SIMON  TREYINO. 

VICENTE  VELA. 

OCTAVIANO  LONOORIA. 

WENCESLAO  MARTINEZ. 

FRANCISCO  CANALES. 

sabAs  SALDAKA. 

MANUEL  GARZA. 

RAFAEL  P.  GARZA. 

P.  ZAMORA. 

AMBROSIO  GONZALES. 


TmBD  CoNSTmrnoNAL  Court  at  Mikb,  March  14, 1874. 

On  this  d^  appeared  before  this  oonrt  the  oitisens  Franeisoo  Canales  and  Octaviane 
LoDgoria,  both  in  their  own  behalf  and  as  representatiyes  of  their  oo-heirs,  who  signed 
the  foregoing  agreement,  requesting  that,  in  order  that  the  said  agreement  might  hare 
neater  force  and  yalidity,  It  might  be  authenticated  by  this  court  and  filed  among 
its  other  public  documents. 

And  I,  the  iudge,  oomplyiiu^  with  the  request  of  the  aforesaid  Messrs.  Longoria  and 
Canales,  lend  the  sanction  of  my  authority  and  judicial  decree  to  the  end  that  the 
foregoing  agreement  be  considered  as  a  public  instrument,  and  I  order  the  original 
therm  to  be  filed  among  the  public  instruments  as  requested  by  the  parties,  and  that 
a  eopy  or  copies  thereof  (as  they  may  desire)  be  furnished  to  them.  And  in  testimony 
hereof  I  lasne  this  document. 

Refuffio  Garza,  third  constitutional  alcalde,  pro  tern.,  of  this  city,  signing  itfwith 
my  asswting  witnesses,  with  whom  I  act,  according  to  law.  I  certify  Uistulo  Peres 
sssistne ;  mmon  Hinaiosa.  Charges,  not  iincluding  cost  of  paper,  $4.  A  copy  of  the 
original  which  is  in  the  eitj  of  Mier,  as  I  certify  on  this  S4tn  day  of  Biarch,31890. 
Tomas  Ramires  Ramires,  thud  constitutional  alcalde,  pro  fssi.,  of  this  city,  and  the 
assisting  witnesses. 

IcerUiy. 

TOMAS  R.  RAMIREZ, 

ADOLFO  GARCIA, 

AioiiUmg, 
RAMON  HINOJOSA, 
A  copy. 

CATETANO  ROBiERO, 

SooriUmy* 
WAaHmoTON,  Juno  12, 1884. 


[iDolosure  4.— Tnuaalstion.! 

Mexican  Repxjbuc.  Ministry  of  Public  Works,  Colonization,  Industry, 

AND  Commerce,  Mexico.    Section  3. 

Mr.  Ignacio  G^arfias  writes  to  this  department,  under  date  of  the  16th  instant: 

*'On  ray  return  to  this  capital,  after  havinff  acquitted  myself  of  the  commissions 
ivhioh  you  haye  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  report  to  you 
the  result  of  each  of  them. 

"  Beginning  in  chronological  order,  I  occupied  myself  with  the  reconnoitering  of 
the  Rio  Brayo  del  Norte,  in  that  part  of  it  which  is  occupied  by  the  islands  near 
Boma.  According  to  the  tenor  of  the  communication  of  your  department,  and  of  the 
arti<des  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe,  signed  with  the  Goyemment  of  the  United  States 
of  the  North  on  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  relatiye  thereto,  the  point  to  be  ascertained 
is  whether,  in  conformity  with  this  treaty,  the  islands  are  national  territory  or  be- 
longto  the  neighboring  country. 

**The  text  of  the  fiftb  article  of  the  treaty  is:  'The  diyiding[  line  between  the  two 
Republics  shall  begin,'  Ac,  *  It  shall  run  in  the  middle  of  said  riyer,  following  the 
deepest  part  of  the  channel ;  where  there  is  more  than  one  channel,'  Ac,    *  The  £yid- 
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ing  line  that  is  established  by  this  artkle  shall  be  religiously  respected  by  each  one 
of  the  two  Republics,  and  no  variation  shall  ever  be  nia<le  to  it/  &c. 

**  In  view  of  these  clear  and  definite  clauses  it  was  necessary  to  determine  not  only 
the  actual  state  of  the  channels,  but  also  the  state  in  which  they  were,  according  (o 
the  sj^stem  of  the  river  and  the  maps  relative  thereto,  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of 
the  limits. 

'^  It  is  not,  in  fact,  the  line  as  it  exists  at  any  period  that  the  boundary  commiMioQ 
recognized  as  the  limit.  In  view  of  the  constant  necessity  of  applying  the  articles 
-of  the  treaty  to  all  the  cases  that  may  require  them,  they  have  been  led  to  create  a 
doctrine  that  may  be  expressed  in  the  following  words : 

*'  The  original  nationality  (that  which  existed  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of  the  lim- 
its) is  conceded  to  all  portions  of  land  that  have,  owing  to  some  variation  in  the 
basin  of  the  river,  passed  snbseq^nently  from  one  bank  to  the  other  of  the  river,  and 
only  in  cases  of  criminal  jurisdiction  is  it  admitted  that  the  authorities  of  each  conntir 
can  extend  their  action  to  those  portions  of  territory  that  have  remained  on  the  bank 
that  belongs  to  them,  though  the  nationality  of  those  lands  may  be  different  for  the 
apprehension  of  delinquents  of  their  respective  countries.  It  has  been  observed,  in 
fact,  in  the  first  coses  that  occurred  after  the  change  of  embankment  that  the  original 
nationality  being  rec6|^nized  and  not  meeting  any  natural  obstacle,  criminals  would 
take  refuge  there  pending  the  formal  request  of  extradition  to  arrest  them.  This  in- 
terfered with  the  prompt  course  of  the  tribunals,  and  to  obviate  these  diffionlties  the 
doctrine  was  established,  which  remains  in  force  on  all  the  frontier  and  is  religiously 
observed  by  all  the  authorities  of  both  sides  of  the  river.  There  are  many  caaes  that 
prove  the  strict  observance  of  this  tacit  convention.  Among  others  I  shall  mentioc 
one  of  the  most  notable.  When  the  American  military  encampment  of  Santa  Maria 
was  established  on  the  bank  of  the  river  a  change  in  the  basin  took  place  on  the  right 
side,  leaving  on  the  left  a  considerable  extent  of  land,  though  between  this  land 
and  the  encampment  there  has  been  since  then  no  obstacle  that  would  interfere  with 
a  free  access,  and  it  has  formed  since  then  an  integral  portion  of  Americ4Ui  torritory 
at  one  of  its  military  posts.  As  this  is  simply  a  fact  caused  by  a  case  of  vU  sa- 
joTf  the  right  of  Mexico  has  continued  to  be  respected,  and  the  owners  of  thia  land 
continued  to  pay  their  taxes  in  Mexico,  and  are  subject  in  everything  to  oar  laws. 
*simila  " *       "  " 


Many  other  similar  cases  are  met  with  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  and  in  all  of  1 
the  same  practice  is  observed,  at  least  so  far  as  the  State  of  Tamanlipas  ia  oonocraod. 

"In  view  of  these  facts  and  conformably  to  what  the  treaty  establishes  in  thia  ro- 
spect,  that  no  variation  shall  be  recognized,  but  that  the  limit  shall  remain  alwaft 
the  one  marked  out  by  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of  the  line,  I  thought  it 
necessarv  not  to  limit  myself  to  determining  the  actual  state  of  the  baain«  bnt  to 
deduce  the  locality  of  the  deepest  channel  at  the  time  the  plans  of  the  dividing  line 
were  drawn,  taking  as  data  the  form  of  the  river  as  it  is  found  in  thoee  plana,  and 
studying  and  determining  its  character  at  different  points  from  its  month  to  the  one 
in  question.  As  is  known,  in  every  river  the  channel  is  formed  on  the  concave  side 
of  the  curves,  the  accretions  of  soil  being  formed  on  the  convex  side.  In  the  differ- 
ent rivers  that  I  have  studied,  the  surveys  of  which  may  be  consulted  in  the  archives 
of  your  department,  there  is  not  one  single  case  that  is  not  conformable  to  this  rule.  It 
is  so  generally  recognized  in  all  the  localities  where  the  proximity  of  a  river  allows 
this  observation  to  be  made,  even  by  its  most  ignorant  inhabitants,  that  they,  in  their 
characteristic  language,  use  an  aphorism  as  exact  as  it  is  expressive — **Sujfe  de  la 
plaua  y  cargane  al  harranoo**  (''Avoid  the  playa  and  load  up  at  the  barranoo").  They 
call,  in  ffkct,  playa  those  banks  formed  by  the  deposit  which  the  waters  abandon  at 
low  tide,  and  harranco  the  accessible  part  of  the  dikes  that  the  shock  of  the  currents 
is  constantly  undermining,  determining  there  the  greatest  depth.  Now,  then,  as  w^ 
by  observation  as  by  the  commonest  rules  of  natnral  philosophy,  one  knows  that  the 
shock  of  the  currents  is  on  the  concave  part  of  the  cnrves,  the  waters,  in  fact,  fol- 
lowing the  direction  affected  by  the  dikes  that  hold  them,  when  this  direction  is 
interrupted  by  a  curve.  What  happens  in  reality  is  that  any  obstacle  interposing 
itself  so  as  to  prevent  the  waters  from  following  the  line  drawn  for  them  by  the 
basin,  thev  do  not  change  their  direction  unless  obliged  by  that  obstacle,  the  soock 
between  them  producing  the  consequent  breakings  of  the  groimd.  On  1^  eontrarj, 
the  waters,  following  the  direction  of  the  tangent  of  the  cnrves,  remain  in  relative 
tranquility  all  along  the  convex  side,  the  deposit  of  all  the  bodies  of  greatef  density 
dragged  along  by  the  current  being  produced  there.  In  a  few  canes  fact  and  theoty 
conform  as  well.  It  can  be  established  as  indisputable  that  the  channel  of  a  river  is 
always  on  the  concave  side  of  the  curves,  and  one  can  deduce  from  this  principle 
what  the  deepest  channel  was  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of  the  limit«,  taking  as  data 
the  form  given  to  the  river  in  the  respective  plans. 

**  Before  the  bifurcation  of  the  river  that  formed  the  little  island  of  Sabinitas  the 
convexity  was  on  the  Mexican  side ;  this  detail  leaves  no  doubt  respecting  the  place 
of  the  deex>est  channel  at  the  time  of  the  biiurcation  of  the  river.  There  is,  however, 
the  circumstance  that  all  the  great  curve  (in  which  the  little  island  is  comprised,  as 
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well  as  the  American  town  called  Roma)  holds  the  concave  part  on  the  left  side  and  the 
convex  on  the  right,  leaving  the  coast  on  Mexican  soil.  It  is  clear  that  the  channel 
mnst  have  remained  all  along  the  left  bank,  leavioff  the  little  island  on  the  right.  In 
corroboration  of  that,  which  theory  forces  as  to  dedace,  there  is  the  fact  that  there  ex- 
ist breakers  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel  on  the  right,  formed  by  solid  ground  (pebbly 
conglomeration)  that  since  its  origin  has  prevent^  all  traffic  through  the  right  chan* 
nel.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  onlv  practicable  channel  has  always  been  the 
one  on  the  left,  this  being  consequently  the  frontier  one,  and  for  the  same  reason  the 
little  island  belongs  to  Mexican  territory.  As  is  seen  by  the  plan  that  I  annex,  the 
change  that  has  occurred  in  the  basin  up  to  date  is  reduced  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
channel  on  the  left  in  the  bifurcation,  this  having  marked  more  prominently  the  dike 
in  that  part,  and  verifying  still  more  with  this  fact  the  doctrine  affirmed. 

'*  The  eoandinffs  that  were  made  had  no  result,  and  I  would  have  omitted  them  if  at 
the  time  I  could  nave  foreseen  the  existence  of  the  breakers ;  however,  the  order  and 
direction  in  which  the  plans  were  drawn  were  such  that  the  Said  breiJcers  could  not 
be  reached  till  after  the  taking  of  the  soundings  of  the  sections  marked  in  the  plan. 
In  Uie  little  island  of  Morteritos,  nevertheless^  the  concavity  affected  by  the  basin  is 
more  marked  in  the  left  dike,  which  proves,  refuting  anterior  arguments,  that  the 
deepest  channel  has  always  been  the  left  one.  If  one  compares  the  original  plans 
with  the  one  I  forward  it  will  be  seen  that  the  change  that  took  place  consisted  in 
having  produced  an  accumulation  of  earth  toward  the  right  in  such  quantity  that 
the  central  channel  that  formed  two  little  islands  has  disappeared,  leaving  a  single 
island,  and  in  which  the  waters  have  broken  the  western  extremity  of  the  islet,  leav- 
ing a  small  part  to  the  left,  which  gives  to  the  channel  of  the  same  side  a  much  more 
direct  access. 

"The  ground  accumulated  toward  the  rieht  of  the  convex  side  and  the  formation  of 
a  new  basin  on  the  concave  side  proves  the  exactness  of  the  principle  established. 
To  determine  the  actual  state,  a  snrvey  was  made  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  sound- 
ing the  channel  and  determininff  the  deepest  points;  then  were  taken  the  transversal 
sections.  As  is  seen  by  figures  Nos.  5  and  0,  relating  thereto,  the  south  channel  ob- 
tains a  maximum  depth  of  2  meters,  and  the  north  cnannel  reaches  2  meters  and  90 
eentimetei^,  without  having,  besides,  any  sand  bank  that  prevents  or  interferes  with 
navigation,  being,  on  the  contrary,  more  nniform  in  its  depth  than  the  one  to  the  right, 
llie  statement  shows  in  the  clearest  manner  that  the  two  islets  to  which  I  have  re- ' 
fiorred  occupy  the  riffht  border  of  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river  in  its  actual  state, 
and  that  they  mnst  nave  been  in  equal  condition  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of  the 
limits,  as  both  science  and  experience  demonstrate. 

''This  much  for  the  technical  part ;  let  us  see  now  what  tradition  and  use  can  show 
ns  ia  this  respect.  Before  the  drawing  of  the  dividing  line  the  two  islands  were  in- 
discriminately used  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  banks  of  the  river ;  those  of  the  right 
made  a  more  f^qnent  use  of  them  because  access  was  easier  to  them^  owing  to  the 
fact  of  its  drying  up  at  low  water,  and  being  much  less  deep  at  high  tide,  they  could 
croas  the  channel  dry  footed  in  the  first  case,  and  seldom  deemed  it  worth  while  to 
take  a  boat  in  the  second.  Since  the  tracing  of  the  limits  Mexican  citizens  exclu- 
sively have  made  use  of  the  two  islands.  In  uie  island  of  Sabinita  there  has  been  np 
to  date  no  efforts  to  attempt  to  interrupt  this  custom;  in  that  of  Morteritos  the  resi- 
dents of  the  American  side  have  attempted  to  go  over  to  the  islet  to  take  wood.  How- 
ever this  has  been  the  object  of  immediate  reclamation,  the  result  being  that  the 
abase  has  been  almost  entirely  corrected,  and  only  during  the  night  and  stealthily 
have  they  returned  to  renew  the  attempts;  on  the  coutraiy,  in  the  two  islands, 
there  are  farms  sown  by  the  rancheros  of  the  Mexican  side.  This  custom  and  ouiet 
possession  have  never  been  disputed  by  any  one.  All  of  them  had  knowledge  of  my 
mission  they  accompanied  me  in  my  operations,  and  were  truly  astonished  that  the 
Government  had  thought  it  necessary  to  examine  on  whose  side  was  the  right  to  the 
islets  when  there  has  not  been  the  slightest  motive  for  questioning  it,  at  leant  in  the 
locality  itself.  There  is  the  peculiarity  that  both  islets  are  uncultivated  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  no  one's  ownership  is  acknowledged,  by  prior  or  tacit 
agreement  the  sowing  of  the  one  is  respected,  while  the  others  confine  themselves  to 
taking  fire-wood  or  lumber,  the  trade  in  which  is  the  principal  industry  of  San  Pedro.'' 

It  is  really  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  quote  these  facts,  which  are  the  most  definite 
corroboration  of  my  deductions,  and  conclusively  clear  up  the  question  given  to  be 
solved.  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  to 
yon  the  foregoing  for  your  information,  and  as  a  result  of  your  dispatch  relative 
thereto,  dated  11th  of  July  of  the  past  year. 

Liberty  and  constitution. 

Mexico,  April  19,  1880.  M.  FERNANDEZ, 

Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relatione ,  present. 


A  true  copy. 
Washinoton,  June  12, 1884. 


CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Seorekury, 
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{Indoflue  6.— TnoicUtloB.) 
DbPABTMXNT  of  StaTB  and  of  FORXIOlf  RXLATIOHB, 

Mexiod,  AprU  26,  1880. 
The  chief  clerk  in  charge  of  the  department  of  pablio  works  writes  as  follows: 
"  CmzEX  lONACio  Garfias  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  you  for  yonr  informa- 
tion, and  of  result  of  your  oommuuioation  of  the  8th  (f^,  of  1879,  stating  that  in  view  of 
the  scientific  report  of  Engineer  Oarfias,  inclosed  in  this  communication,  and  of  the  one 
sent  b^  the  consul  of  Mexico  in  Rio  Qrande  City,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose  in 
my  dispatch  of  the  7th  of  February  last,  that  the  islands  of  Sabinito  and  Moc^ 
teritos,  situated  near  Boma,  Tex.,  belong  entirely  to  the  territory  of  the  Republie.'' 

RUELLAS. 
To  the  Secretary  ef  State  and  of  the  Department  ef  ike  Treaeurg. 

A  true  copy. 

CATETANO  ROMERO, 

Seeritarjf. 
Wabhinoton^  D.  C.,June  12,  1884. 


[Indosare  6.— TranBlation.] 

dspabtment  of  state  and  ministry  of  thk 

Treasury  and  Public  Credit, 

Mexico,  June  10, 1880. 
In  Tiew  of  the  contents  of  your  communication  of  the  26th  of  April  last,  in  whidi 
you  transcribe  the  one  you  sent  to  the  department  of  public  works,  inserting  the 
report  presented  by  Engineer  I.  Oarfias,  rolative  to  an  islet  that  is  fodnd  in  the 
Rio  Bravo,  near  Roma,  Tex.,  the  President  of  the  Republic  has  been  pleased  to 
order  that  a  section  of  two  members  of  the  police  force  of  Camargo  shall  be  estob- 
lished  on  said  islet  for  the  pnrpose  of  prerenting  the  contraband  trade  that  isthece 
earned  on  through  that  islet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  you  for  yonr  knowledge,  as  a  result  of  your  oom- 
munication  relative  thereto. 

TORO. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  BeloHone,  preeent, 

A  true  copy. 

CATETANO  ROMERO, 

Seetreiary» 
Washinqton,  D.  C,  June  12, 1884. 


(Inolosare  7.— Tmitlation.  J 

I^anecribed  telegram,  dated  23d  instant,  accompanying  copy  of  etatemente  received  by  Ae 
autkoritiei  of  dudad  Mier,  on  account  of  the  inv<uion  of  Mexican  territory  hy  Amerieam 

.^  citieene,  legging  that  necessary  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  suck  a  flagrant  violation  ef 
ike  treaties. 

Mexican  Repubuo,  Government  of  the  State  of  Taxauupas, 

Victoria,  February  23, 1884. 

Under  date  of  the  23d  I  said  to  you  by  telegram  the  following : 
"  Texans  headed  by  W.  W.  Bohrman  and  O.  W.  Brewerton  invaded  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  island  of  Morteritos  in  the  Rio  Bravo,  despoiUng  and  expeling  Mexusaa 
citizens  who  own  it,  residents  of  the  city  of  Mier.  Said  island  belongs  to  Mecdeaa 
territorv  because  it  Iremained  on  the  right  of  the  largest  arm  and  the  deepest  chan- 
nel at  the  fixing  of  tne  limits  of  the  two  nations.  Please  inform  the  President  of  what 
has  occurred  in  order  that  he  may  take  the  necessary  measures.  By  mail  I  sMid  de- 
tailed information." 

In  fhlflUment  of  the  preceding  message  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  oopy  of  aH 
the  statements  received  from  the  authorities  of  Mier  City,  in  order  that  the  Preddaiit 
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of  the  Republic  may  be  infbnned  through  them,  and  that  he  may  dictate  the  measaies 
that  aie  in  his  power  to  prevent  this  invasion  of  national  territory  in  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  treaties. 

JUAN  GOHAN. 
Maiuako  a.  Llobeitts, 

Seorekurjf. 

To  the  8eoretanf  of  RelaUon$  (Foreign),  Mexico. 

A  tme  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Secretary. 
Washinoton,  D.  C.)  June  12,  1884. 


Ilnclofture  8.— Translation.] 

Dbpartmknt  of  the  Govsrkmbnt  of  Tamauupas, 

Presidbncy  of  thb  Rkpubucan  Municipalitt, 

CUy  ofMier,  February  15,  1884. 

As  the  Government  will  acquaint  itself  bv  the  inclosnres  that  I  have  the  honor  to 
annex,  a  party  of  fifty  men,  coming  from  the  State  of  Texas,  and  headed  by  W.  W. 
Bohrman  and  O.  W.  Brewerton,  took  possession,  on  the  20th  day  of  January  last^  of 
the  island  of  Morteritos,  in  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  an  island  in  the  possession  of  its 
owners,  residents  of  this  city,  and  appertaining  to  tne  territory  of  Mexico  on  account 
of  its  having  remained  on  the  right  of  the  larger  arm  and  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio 
at  the  fixing  of  the  limits  of  the  two  nations  by  the  treaties  of  1848  and  1864,  that 
established  as  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  Republics  at  the  paraUel  of  the  31° 
47'  latitude  north,  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river  where  there  was  more  than  one 
channel,  as  it  was  at  that  time. 

The  invaders  on  taking  possession  of  said  island  drove  away  with  threats  the 
owners  Who  were  found  sowing  the  ground.  They  cut  down  and  carried  off  timber, 
they  scattered  over  the  island,  destroying  the  fences  and  buildings  that  were  there, 
made  by  the  owners,  residents  of  this  city.  A  recent  change  made  in  the  channel  of 
the  Rio  by  the  swelling  of  the  waters  has  given  occasion  for  the  event,  because, 
owing  to  tnis  change  in  the  basin,  the  island  of  Morteritos,  that  was,  at  the  date  of 
the  treaties  of  limits  on  the  right  of  the  larger  arm  and  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  has  now  remained  on  the  left  of  it. 

The  political  authorities  here  were  informed  of  the  event  by  Don  Manual  Ghirza 
Pefia,  resident  of  this  place  and  one  of  the  owners  of  the  island  that  were  driven 
awajr  from  it  bv  those  that  invaded  it.  I  instituted  an  inquiry  on  the  situation  of 
said  island  of  Morteritos,  the  result  of  which  was  that  by  the  declarations  of  Don 
Francisco  Flores  Gonzales,  commissioned  colonel  of  cavalry,  native  and  resident  of 
this  city,  seventy-eight  years  of  age ;  Don  Anastasio  Barrera,  laud-holder  and  resi- 
dent, sixty-eight  years  old ;  Don  Juan  Sabas  Flores,  land-owner,  native,  and  resident 
of  this  city,  seventy  years  old;  Don  Pedro  Barrera,  land-holder,  resident  of  this  city, 
fifty-one  years  old ;  Don  Jos^  Nazario  Rodriguez,  land-o^ner,  native  and  resident  of 
this  city,  sixty  years  old,  and  Don  Jos^  Maria  Garza  Pelia,  land-owner,  native  and 
resident  of  this  city,  fifty-two  years  old,  all  personally  known  to  the  undersigned, 
Xiresident  of  this  republican  council,  and  all  persons  that,  for  their  age,  capacity,  in- 
atmction,  probity,  the  independence  of  their  means,  and  their  personal  antecedents, 
have  always  deserved  faith  and  credence,  having  no  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  said  . 
island  of  Morteritos ;  the  result,  I  repeat,  of  which  was  that  by  the  declarations  of 
these  individuals,  '*the  said  island  has  always  belonged  to  Mexico  and  been  under 
the  jnrisdiction  of  Mier,  the  heirs  of  Don  Francisco  Garcia  nossessing  it  by  owner- 
ship, one  of  whom  is  Don  Manuel  Garza  Pefia,  already  referred  to ;  that  though  there 
has  recently  been  a  change  in  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river,  beifbre  this  the  largest 
arm  of  the  same,  and  its  deepest  channel  have  always  been  on  the  side  of  Texas,  so 
iDQch  BO  that  the  steamer  during  the  war  with  the  United  States  used  to  pass  through 
it,  and  a  long  time  after.'' 

In  view  of  these  declarations,  and  besides  becaase  it  is  notorious  that  said  island 
h*s  always  been  recognized  by  all,  both  authorities  and  Inhabitants  of  both  banks 
of  the  river,  as  Mexican  territory  and  an  integral  part  of  the  municipality  of  Mier 
in  the  State  of  Tamanlipas,  to  which  municipality  and  State  it  has  always  paid  the 
taxes  there  established,  as  the  owners  can  prove  by  their  receipts,  I  ordered  the 
administrator  of  Justice  of  the  demarkatlon  of  Guardado,  in  which  the  said  island  is 
placed,  to  verify  the  facts  as  they  were  stated  by  Don  Manuel  Garza  Pefia. 

In  view  thereof,  there  being  no  in  Starr  County,  Texas,  whence  the  invad- 

ers oame  (<.  •.,  W,  W.  Bohrman,  Justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Roma,  and  O.  W. 
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BrewertODy  the  nurveyor  of  that  county,  and  residents  of  the  same,  who  aceom* 
panied  them),  I  addressed  to  the  coanty  jad|(e  of  Starr  Coontr  the  letter  of  which  a 
copy  is  given,  in  reply  to  which  I  received  a  letter  from  that  Jndge,  of  which  I 
inclose  a  copy  in  order  that  the  Government  may  he  informed  of  the  event,  which  is 
of  fcreat  importance  to  the  integrity  of  oar  territory,  if  left  as  a  precedent  nncared 
fur  hy  the  authorities,  hecanse  other  events  of  the  same  nature  will  follow,  and  in 
view  of  the  accompanying  documents,  may  take  suitable  measures  in  the  case,  ad- 
dressing the  supreme  Government,  I  hasten  to  inform  it  of  all  that  is  stated  in  this 
communication  and  copies  annexed,  hoping  to  receive  the  determination  re^ehed 
on  this  subject,  observing  that  the  invaders  have  had  recourse  to  the  tribunals  of 
Texas,  begging  that  the  land  of  said  island  of  Morteritos  should  be  declined  to  have 
been  acoiiired  by  right  of  accession  by  the  owners  of  the  land  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 

C.  G.  GARCIA. 

Ambrosia  Gonzalez, 

Seottiairy, 

Citizen  Governor  of  the  State,  Victoria  City. 

A  copy. 

^  CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1884.  Secretary. 


[InolMare  9.— Translation.] 

Presidkncy  of  the  Republican  Municipality  op  Mier, 

Mier,  January  29,  1884. 

Don  Manuel  Garza  Pefia  presented  himself  apd  stated  that  a  crowd  of  about  fifty 
individuals,  residents  of  and  coming  from  Texas,  headed  by  the  judge  of  the  peace  A 
Roma,  W.  W.  Bohrman,  and  by  the  surveyor,  O.  W.  Brewerton,  on  the  20th  iuatant, 
invaded  the  Mexican  territory  and  committ-ed  acts  of  spoliation  in  the  island  of  Mor- 
teritos, which  is  Mexican  territory,  includ«*d  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  belongs  to  indi- 
viduals, residents  of  this  municipality.  The  complainant  adds  that  thoy  broke  the 
fences,  cut  down  timber,  and  threatened  the  servants  of  the  owners  that  they  met 
there  with  assault  if  they  remained  on  the  island.  As  this  occurence,  if  it  really  took 
place,  is  of  such  gravity  that  it  requires  that  the  authorities  proceed  with  the  great- 
est thoroughness  and  rapidity  to  verify  and  apply  a  speedy  rem«Hly,  as  soon  aa  you 
receive  this  communication,  you  will  proceed  to  verify  the  facts  and  report  in  writ- 
ing immediately  that  which  is  proper ;  and  I  advise  you  that  the  complainant  states 
that  Messrs.  Don  Felipe  Mul&oz,  Don  Francisco  Gnerra,  Don  Anastasio  Medina,  and 
Don  Jos^  Maria  Gonzalez  were  witnesses  to  the  invasion,  and  Don  Cipriano  Peres, 
Jos6  Maria  Gk>nzalez,  Matias  Guzman  and  Merced  Garcia  to  the  destruction  of  fences 
and  carrying  off  and  cutting  down  of  timber,  and  that  among  the  individuals  those 
known  are  Antonio  Escobar,  Prudencio  Escobar,  Jesus  Saenz,  Ramon  Escobar,  Santos 
Escobar,  Tomas  Saens,  Juan  Saens,  Eugenic  Ibanez,  Timoteo  Garza,  Carlos  Garza, 
and  Justo  Salinos,  all  residents  of  Texas,  except  Eugenic  Ibanez,  who  is  an  inhabitant 
of  this  city. 

C.  G.  GARCIA. 

Ambrosia  Gonzalez, 

Secretary, 

aUzen  Administrator  ofJusHcefor  Upper  Guardado, 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  original. 

C.  G.  GARCIA. 
Ambrosia  Gonzalez, 

Secretary, 
A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1884.  Secretary, 


f  Inolosnre  lO.—TransUtioii.] 


Municipality  of  the  City  of  Mier, 
Office  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  Guardado,  Republican  Council, 

Upper  Guardado,  January  29,  1684. 
I  have  received  your  communication  in  which  you  order  me  to  proceed  to  inveiti 
ffate  the  facts  about  the  island  of  Morteritos,  and  in  fulfillment  of  your  order  of  to 
oay  I  went  to  the  Ranch  of  Morteritos  to  make  suitable  investigations,  and  proceeded 
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in  the  following  way  :  I  anmrnoned  the  parties  who  had  witnessed  the  deetrnction  of 
timber  in  the  island  to  meet  and  present  themselves  before  me,  and  took  the  deposi- 
tions of  citizens  Cipriano  Perez,  Jos^  Maria  Gonzalez,  Matias  Guzman  and  Merced 
Garcia.  I  went  afterwards  in  company  with  two  of  the  number  and  the  interested 
party  to  the  island  for  more  information  concerning;  the  facts.  I  met  with  de8tmction 
of  till  bcr  of  all  kinds,  beside  what  the  individuals  were  able  to  carr>'  away,  becaase 
ono  can  see  the  havoc  which  they  committed,  destroying  iiiclosures  and  breakinj^  the 
fence  in  four  places,  the  first  place  occnpying  4  paces:  the  second,  11 ;  the  thim,  3 ; 
and  the  fourth,  5,  to  which  I  give  testimony.  After  this  I  went  to  Rancho  Nuevo  in 
company  with  one,  an  interested  party,  to  inquire  for  Felipe  MuDoz,  Francisco  Guerra, 
and  Anastasio  Medina,  and  found  them  ready  to  testify  as  to  the  invasion;  of  all  of 
which  I  advise  you  for  your  guidance  and  consequent  purposes. 

MANUEL  G.  GARCIA. 
I  certify  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  original. 

C.  G.  GARCIA. 
Ambbosia  Gonzalez, 

Secretary, 
A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Secretary. 
Washington.  D.  C,  June  12, 1384. 


[Inclosnre  ll.~Traii8lation.] 

Mexico,  March  12,  1884. 

With  your  communication  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  copies  were  received  in  this 
department  of  the  statements  referring  to  the  invasion  of  the  island  called  Morte- 
ritos  belonging  to  the  national  territory,  by  individaals  from  Texas. 

To  enable  this  department  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  I  beg  you  to  inform  me, 
with  the  least  delay  possible,  whether  the  change  in  the  currents  of  the  Rio  Bravo, 
owing  to  which  the  said  island  has  remained  on  the  left  side  of  the  largest  arm  and 
the  deepest  channel  of  said  river,  was  eflfected  in  a  slow  manner  during  the  course  of 
time,  or  whether  this  change  was  sudden  and  violent,  determining  in  a  little  while 
the  present  situation  of  the  above-mentioned  island. 

Ton  will  please,  for  the  further  lUnstration  of  the  point  in  debate,  annex  to  the  re- 
quired information  a  sketch  showing  with  due  precision  the  present  position  of  the 
island  of  Morteritos  and  its  previous  one. 

FERNANDEZ. 

To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  TamauHpaSj  Victoria  City, 

A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO. 

Seoretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1684. 


[Inclosare  12.— Tranalation.] 

Depabtment  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury,  and  Tublic  Credit, 

Mexico,  February  29,  1884. 

By  a  telegram  dated  yesterday  the  collector  of  customs  of  Wier  sends  the  following 
message  to  this  department : 

"  I  have  received  information  of  the  existence  of  contraband  dealings  in  foreign  horses 
and  cattle  on  lands  in  the  island  of  Morteritos;  howev<»r,  as  it  is  situated  in  the  Rio 
Bravo,  I  have  consulted  the  president  of  council  as  to  whether  it  was  Mexican  terri- 
tory ,  and  he  informed  me  that  it  had  always  been  considered  as  belonging  to  this 
Jurisdiction ;  that,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  late  freshets,  the  course  of  the 
river  had  been  changed,  and  the  nationality  of  it  is  now  being  argued  before  the 
American  courts,  a  circumstance  which  has  made  me  hesitate  in  coming  to  a  de- 
cision, begging  you  to  tell  me  what  I  must  do.  It  is  also  proper  for  me  to  inform  you 
that  a  few  days  ago  American  custom-house  guards,  by  order  of  the  collector,  seized 
some  Mexican  cattle  on  said  land,  and  insisted  on  security  from  the  owner  pending 
the  decision  of  the  courts.     I  hope  to  hear  promptly  by  telegram  what  you  decide. '' 

I  have  the  honor  to -transcribe  this  to  von,  begging  you  to  tell  me  with  all  the  speed 
the  case  requires,  whether  the  island  alluded  to  is  part  of  the  national  territory,  and 
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whether  the  Mexican  anthoritiee  exercise  Jnriadictioii  oyer  it,  00  that  in  Tiew  of  this 
information  this  department  may  adopt  the  necessary  measures  respecting  the  fiscal 
serrioe. 

peSa. 

To  the  Secretary  0/  Foreign  Relatione,  preeent. 

A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1884. 


flnolMare  18.~TTuiaUtion.1 


Mexico,  May  21, 1884. 


The  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamanlipas  informed  this  department,  by  a  communi- 
cation of  the  23d  of  Febmary  last,  that  several  individuals  from  Texas,  headed  by 
W.  W.  Bohrman  and  O.  W.  Brewerton,  invaded  the  island  of  Morteritoe,  in  the  Rio 
Bravo,  and  toolE  possession  of  it,  dislodging  from  the  same  tbe  Mexican  citizens  who 
possessed  it,  who  were  residents  of  Mier  City. 

From  the  investigation  made  by  the  council  of  this  city  of  Mier  and  from  the  state- 
ments and  incloBures,  copies  of  wnich  were  sent  to  the  governor,  it  appears  that  the 
invasion  took  place  on  the  20th  of  January  of  this  year ;  that  the  island,  which  was  in- 
habited by  residents  of  Mier,  has  always  been  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  tiie 
territory  of  Mexico,  being  on  the  right  of  the  largest  arm  and  the  deepest  channel  of 
the  Bravo  at  the  fixing  of  the  limits  of  these  two  nations  by  the  treaties  of  1848  and 
1864,  which  established  as  the  dividing  line  as  far  as  the  parallel  of  31^  47'  north 
latitude  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river,  where  it  had  more  than  one  channel,  as  it 
had  at  this  point,  and  that  by  a  recent  change  made  in  the  channel  by  the  freahets 
in  the  Bravo,  the  island  referred  to  has  remained  on  the  left  of  the  largest  arm  of  the 
deepest  channel  of  the  said  river. 

In  order  to  adopt  suitable  measures,  this  department  asked  information  frt>m  the 
governor  of  Tamanlipas,  relative  to  tne  change  in  the  currents  of  the  Rio  Bravo, 
owing  to  which  the  island  aforesaid  has  remained  on  the  left  bank  of  the  largeet  arm 
of  the  deepest  channel  of  said  river,  whether  it  occurred  in  a  slow  manner  in  the 
course  of  time,  or  whether  the  chao^  was  sudden  and  violent,  determining  in  a  abort 
time  the  present  situation  of  the  said  island. 

I  also  asked  said  functionary  to  Join  to  his  report,  for  the  better  illustration  of  the 
point,  a  sketch  in  which  could  be  seen  with  due  precision  the  present  position  of  the 
island  and  the  one  it  held  before. 

The  above-mentioned  governor  has  answered  by  a  communication  of  the  7th  of  the 
current  month,  inclosing  a  letter  sent  to  him  by  the  president  of  the  council  of  the 
city  of  Mier,  in  which  he  says  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  the  request  of  this  de- 
partment, for  want  of  an  engineer  to  make  the  required  sketch.  In  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  matter,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  suitable  measures,  I  beg  you 
to  name  an  engineer  that  could  go  in  person  to  examine  the  disputed  spot,  in  order 
to  present  to  this  department  the  information  and  sketch  requested  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  Tamanlipas. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Public  Worke. 

FERNANDEZ. 

A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 

Secretary, 
Washinoton,  D.  C,  June  12, 1884. 


[Inolosare  14.— Telgrun.~Tnuuil»ti<m.] 

Sent  from  After  May  17,  1884.    Beceived  in  Meaico  on  the  Idth. 

Major  Offley,  commanding  at  Fort  Ringgold,  Rio  Grande  City.  Tex.,  called  at  this 
consulate  to-day  to  make  me  an  ofiiciaf  visit,  informing  me  that  he  had  received 
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eiden  from  the  GoTerniDent  at  WMhis|rUm  to  take  poeBeesion  of  the  island  of  Morte- 
litos,  the  rapreme  GoveniiDent  of  the  United  States  considering  it  as  the  property 
and  the  temtory  of  that  oonntry. 
The  eonsol, 

JOSfi  M.  QUIKOKES. 
A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROBfERO, 

Seotetary, 
Washq^gton,  D.  C,  June  12, 1884. 


rinoliMiire  15. — Tw»1>tion.] 

DspABTinmr  of  State  and  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  Political  Departbibnt, 

Mexico,  May  23, 1884. 
I  have  received  your  telegram  of  the  17th  instant,  referring  to  the  visit  that  was 
made  to  yon  by  the  commander  of  Fort  Rin^cgold,  to  notify  you  of  the  order  which 
he  has  received  from  the  Government  at  WsMTin^ton  to  take j^osseeeion  of  the  island 
of  MortOTitos.  In  answer,  I  inform  yon  that  onr legation  at  Washington  has  already 
been  properly  instmcted  respecting  the  matter. 
I  renew  to  yon  my  highest  consideration. 

FERNANDEZ. 
To  the  dmtul  of  Mexico,  at  Boma,  Tex. 

A  copy. 

CAYETANO  ROMERO, 
Washington,  June  12,*  1884.  Secretary, 


No.  266. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  July  10, 1884. 

Sir  :  Yoar  notes  of  the  13th  of  March,  24th  of  May,  and  2d  and  12th 
of  Jnne  of  the  present  year,  have  presented  the  question  of  the  dis- 
puted ownership  of  two  islands  in  the  Bio  Bravo,  near  Boma,  Tex. 
This  question  has  received  the  careftil  consideration  due  to  its  im- 
portance, and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  with  the  reply  of 
this  Grovemment  to  the  representations  made  on  behalf  of  that  of 
Mexico,  and  especially  to  the  detailed  case  presented  with  your  note  of 
12th  June. 

The  two  islands,  as  you  state,  are  known  in  Spanish  as  Morteritos 
and  Sabinitos,  and  in  your  note  of  the  2d  of  June  it  is  assumed  that 
they  are  the  islands  designated  as  Nos.  12  and  13  at  the  time  of  the 
oriiniial  survey. 

This  is,  however,  incorrect  of  Sabinitos  Island,  which  appears  in  the 
maps  of  the  ori^'nal  survey  made  by  the  boundary  commission  in  1853 
as  No.  14,  and  is  therein  credited  to  Mexico.  As  the  papers  submitted 
by  you  show  no  question  of  importance  affecting  the  island  of  Sabinitos 
(No.  14)  it  may  be  laid  aside  for  the  present 

The  question  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  island  known  as  Mort/critos, 
which  appears  in  the  charts  of  the  boundary  commission  as  Beaver 
Island,  No.  13. 

This  island  was  formerly  the  most  southerly  and  the  larger  of  two 
pod-shaped  islands  lying  in  a  bend  of  the  river  near  the  Texan  town  of 
Boma.  The  channel,  never  at  any  time  navigable,  which  formerly  sep- 
arated the  two  islands  is  now  dry,  and  the  channel  to  the  northward  of 
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tbe  twin  island  »o  formed  is  the  widest,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
deepest  of  the  two  arms  of  the  river. 
The  Mexican  claim  to  jarisdiction  rests  briefly  on  the  following  bases : 

1.  A  scientific  report  of  the  en^neer,  Garfias,  dated  16th  April,  1880, 
which  argues  that  the  present  deepest  channel  to  the  northward  mast 
always  have  been  the  deepest  (and  therefore  nnder  the  treaty  of 
Gnadalnpe  Hidalgo  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  conntries),  in 
pursuance  of  an  observed  peculiarity  of  rivers  by  which  the  deepest 
flow  of  water  follows  the  hollow  of  a  curve  in  the  river  bed. 

2.  Ownership  by  Mexican  citizens,  and  an  agreement  among  said 
owners,  in  March,  1874,  whereby^  the  island  of  Morteritos  and  its  accre- 
tions were  confirmed  to  them  under  the  authority  of  Mexico. 

The  second  of  these  i)oiuts  is  to  be  dismissed  forthwith  from  consider- 
ation, for  this  Government  does  not  admit,  nor  if  the  case  were  reversed 
is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  admit,  the 
right  of  alien  owners  of  land  to  transfer,  under  color  of  any  judicial 
agreement  whatsoever,  the  territorial  domain  over  their  estates  to  the 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation  to  whom  such  individuals  owe 
allegiauce.  This  position  is,  moreover,  wholly  opposed  to  the  contrition 
of  the  Mexican  Government  itself,  that  the  territorial  jurisdictions  es- 
tablished on  behalf  of  the  resi>ective  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe- 
Hidalgo  remain  forever  as  originally  iixe<l  under  that  compact,  and  aie 
not  to  be  affected  by  Pluj  abrupt  changes  in  the  course  of  the  river 
Bravo. 

This  reduces  the  question  to  one  of  simple  fact,  namely,  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  boundary  channel  fixed  by  the  commissioners  under 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe- Hidalgo. 

To  the  end  of  ascertaining  that  fact,  an  examination  of  the  original 
records  and  charts  of  the  commissioner  of  survey  has  been  made  by 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory,  of  the  United  States  Army,  under  whose  su- 
pervision, as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  origi- 
nal survey  and  determination  of  the  boundary  was  effected. 

That  officer,  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  reports  as  follows : 

*  •  *  By  reference  to  orijfinnl  notes  and  maps  in  State  Department,  I  find 
Islands  Nos.  12  and  14  wereassi^ed  to  Mexico,  and  14,  I  believe  to  be  Island  Sabinot 
[Sabinitos]  referred  to  by  Se&or  Roinero. 

Island  No.  13  was  assifped  to  tbe  United  States.  It  is  no  doubt  the  island  oalled 
by  SeQor  Romero  Morteritos,  and  by  me  Beaver  Island.  I  say  of  that  island,  in  my  re- 
port, that  **  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  are  divided  at  that  point  into  three  parts, 
and  the  channel  that  lies  nearest  to  the  Mexican  shore  is  so  narrow  that  steamers  can 
with  difficulty  pass  through  it,  yet  the  branches,  by  reason  of  their  shallowness,  are 
wholly  impassaole  for  them.  An  attempt  was  made  by  the  Mexican  local  authorities 
to  arrest  a  steamboat  in  its  passage  through  the  narrow  channel,  but  the  actual  ex- 
perience of  the  navigator  proved  it  to  be  the  true  channel  and  consequently  the 
boundary  between  the  two  countries. 

It  was  further  agreed  between  tbe  commissioners  that  in  case  the  channel  changed, 
the  right  of  navigation  should  remain  unimpaired  to  both  countries,  bnt  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  land  should  remain  as  we  had  arranged. 

So  far  as  the  question  of  territorial  jurisdiction  in  the  event  of  a 
change  in  the  channel  is  concerned,  the  agreement  of  the  commissions 
remains  merely  an  expression  of  opinion,  which',  however  valuable  as  an 
enunciation  of  a  theoretical  principle,  has  not  been  confirmed  as  between 
the  two  Governments.  That  of  Mexico  has,  however,  on  various  occa- 
sions, put  forth  this  principle  as  its  own,  and  a  proposal  has  been  made 
through  your  predecessor,  Seiior  Mariscal,  and  through  you,  to  negotiate 
a  formal  conventional  agreement  on  that  basis  in  settlement  of  disputes 
touching  the  true  river  boundary  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo.   That  proposal  is  now  under  attentive  consideration. 
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As  to  the  original  ownership  of  the  two  islands  known  by  the  United 
States  commission  as  Beaver  Islands,  being  the  island  known  to  yonr 
Crovernment  as  Morteritos,  and  the  smalk^  island  lying  parallel  with 
Morteritos,  and  to  the  north  of  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  were 
by  the  survey  assigned  to  the  United  States. 

Against  the  actual  record  of  the  commission  (the  original  charts  of 
which  you  have  been  aiforded  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  in  i>erson  in 
company  trith  General  Emory)  the  speculative  and  scientific  report  of 
Engineer  Oarfias  and  his  survey  and  soundings,  made  seventeen  years 
after  the  original  official  determination  of  the  boundary  channel,  can 
have  no  weight  whatever,  being  based  on  an  evidently  changed  condi- 
tion of  things,  whereby  the  old  middle  water-course  between  the  two 
islands  has  disappeared,  and  the  most  northerly  of  the  three  channels 
has  been  deflected  and  deepened  in  the  process  of  time. 

This  Government  must  deny  the  implication  conveyed  in  your  note 
of  June  12,  and  its  accompaniments,  that  the  United  States  have  tacitly 
acquiesced  in  the  jurisdictional  rights  from' time  to  time  assumed  by  the 
Mexican  local  authorities  over  the  territory  covered  by  the  islands  in 
question.  No  case  in  point  has  arisen  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  question.  The  owners  of  the  land  were  Mexican  citi- 
zens, as  It  appears,  and  their  acquiescence  in  the  Mexican  claims  of 
jurisdiction  over  their  land,  although  natural  under  the  circumstances, 
was  wholly  devoid  of  any  confirmatory  power  as  against  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  under  the  treaty.  It  was  not  until  very  recently, 
wheli  the  action  of  the  Mexican  authorities  of  Mier  developed  a  wholly 
.  untenable  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  a  broad  tract  of  low-lying  land  on 
the  United  States  bank  of  the  river,  which  land  it  was  pretended  had 
at  some  time  become  united  with  one  of  the  islands  through  the  filling 
up  of  the  water-way  between  them,  that  a  case  calling  for  investigation 
and  action  was  presented,  involving  also,  as  it  does,  the  question  of  the 
true  ownership  of  the  island  claim^  to  have  been  enlarged  by  the  ac- 
cretion of  United  States  territory.  The  rights  of  the  United  States 
in  the  premises  remained,  perhaps,  dormant,  i»ut  without  laches  on 
their  part,  and,  on  the  issue  being  revived,  those  rights  revive,  too,  in 
all  their  force. 

Touching  the  reference  in  your  note  to  the  statement  found  on  page 
65  of  the  Report  of  the  Boundary  Survey,  that  *'  Islands  Nos.  12  and 
13,  between  Ringgold  Barracks  and  Roma,  both  fall  to  the  United 
States,"  it  should  be  here  stated  that  the  repK>rt  is  erroneous,  through 
a  typographical  mistake.  The  original  charts  and  notes  show  that 
Island  No.  12  is  a  small  island,  named  ''  Green  Key  Island "  on  the 
charts,  situated  in  an  abrupt  bend  of  the  river,  about  half  way  between 
Fort  Ringgold  and  Morteritos  Island.  Island  No.  13,  as  already  shown, 
comprises  the  twin  Beaver  Islands,  whereof  the  larger  and  more 
southerly  was  called  by  the  Mexicans  Morteritos.  The  island  known  to 
both  parties  as  Sabinitos  (or  Sabinos)  is  marked  No.  14  on  the  chart, 
and  lies  a  short  distance  above  Roma. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  your 
several  notes,  that  the  facts  and  record  of  the  case  warrant  and  demand 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  regard  its  territorial 
jurisdiction  over  the  island  of  Morteritos,  otherwise  Beaver  Island 
(No.  13),  as  established  by  the  boundary  commission  under  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and,  consequently,  that  the  Mexican  pretension 
to  that  island  and  to  accretions  thereto  from  the  left  or  United  States 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  shall  be  denied. 
Accept,  (Sic, 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  267. 
Mr.  Bamero  to  Mr.  FreUngkufsen. 

[TrsDflUtion.] 

Legation  of  Mexico  in  the  CTnited  States, 
Washingtanj  October  %  1884.    (Received  October  10.) 

Mb.  SEcnEtETABT :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  received  in 
dne  time  and  transmitted  to  my  Government  yonr  note  of  the  10th 
Jnly  last,  in  reply  to  those  which  I  addressed  to  the  Department  on 
the  13th  of  March  and  the  24th  of  the  precedinfi^  May,  and  the  2d  and 
12th  of  Jnne,  with  respect  to  the  question  raised  touching  the  owner- 
ship of  the  islands  of  Morteritos  and  Sabinitos,  situated  in  the  lEI^o 
Bravo. 

You  were  pleased  to  state  in  the  aforesaid  note  that  the  island  of 
Sabinitos  appeared  marked'  as  No.  14  in  the  maps  of  the  original  sur- 
vey made  by  the  boundary  commission  in  1853,  and  that  it  remained 
on  the  Mexican  side,  for  which  reason  there  can  be  no  doubt  thereto, 
and  with  respect  to  the  island  of  Morteritos  or  Beaver  Island  or  Island 
No.  13,  you  state : 

That  the  facts  and  record  of  the  case  warrant  and  demand  that  the  GoTemment  of 
the  United  States  shall  regard  its  territorial  jurisdiction  over  the  island  of  Morteritos, 
otherwise  Beaver  Island  (No.  13),  as  estahlished  hy  the  boundary  commission  ander 
the  treaty  of  Gnadalnpe  Hidalgo. 

To  the  end  that  the  Mexican  Government  might  better  examine  the 
bases  presented  by  you  in  order  to  reach  the  conclusions  which  you  ex- 
pressed, I  solicited,  together  with  General  Emory,  permission  to  exam- 
ine the  original  maps  of  the  mixed  boundary  commission  which  exist  in 
the  Department  of  State,  since  I  could  not  here  consult  the  copies  ex- 
isting in  Mexico. 

There  appeared  to  be  an  evident  contusion  in  the  name  of  Island  No. 
13,  and  it  did  not  clearly  appear  whether  it  was  or  was  not  the  island 
of  Morteritos. 

A  careful  examination  on  this  subject  having  been  made  by  my  Gov- 
ernment, the  President  has  decided  not  to  insist  upon  the  rights  of 
Mexico  over  the  island  of  Morteritos  in  the  supposition  that  it  is  Island 
B"o.  13,  or  Beaver  Island. 

The  bases  of  this  decision  rest  upK>n  the  stipulations  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  of  February  2, 1848,  that  the  divid- 
ing line  between  our  two  countries  fiom  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Paso 
del  Norte  should  be  the  center  of  the  Bio  Grande,  and  that  where  this 
river  had  more  than  one  channel  the  line  should  follow  the  deepest. 
This  circumstance  being  borne  in  mind  by  the  boundary  commission 
in  laying  down  the  line,  the  channel  which  lay  to  the  south  of  Lriand 
No.  13,  or  Morteritos,  or  Beaver  Island,  left  this  island  upon  the  side  of 
the  United  States. 

As  this  is  the  basis  presented  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  defend ,  its  rights  to  that  island,  it  thus  recognizes  that  the 
limit  between  the  two  Republics  are  those  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,  such  as  were  laid  down  by  the  mixed  commission,  with- 
out having  been  altered  by  the  changes  occasioned  by  the  current  of 
the  river,  whether  in  its  margins  or  the  deepest  of  its  channels. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  see  that  in  this  important  point  there 
is  an  uniformity  of  views  and  principles  between  our  two  Governments. 
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I  oaiiDot  end  this  note  withoat  cftlling  your  attention  to  the  good 
£uth  and  jostioe  of  the  Ooveniment  of  Mexioo  in  the  present  case,  since 
instead  of  leaving  this  matter  pending,  or  proposing  that  it  should  be 
decided  by  the  treaty  which  it  has  sabmittod  for  the  consideration  of 
the  United  States,  it  has  acted  with  loyalty  in  recognizing  their  rights 
withoat  reeerre. 

Be  pleased,  &c. 

M.  BOMEBO. 


No.  268. 
Mr.  FrMnghuy$en  to  Mr.  Bowiero. 

DSPABTMBKT  OF  STATS, 

Washington,  October  16, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
tiie  9th  instant,  wherein  yon  report  that  the  Ooyemment  of  Mexico 
renounces  its  claim  to  the  ownership  of  certain  islands  in  the  Bio 
Grande,  lately  the  subject  of  correspondence  with  your  legation,  and 
to  say  that  the  decision  of  your  Qovemment  respecting  the  island  of 
Mortoiitos,  so  called,  was  only  what  the  President  and  this  Department 
had  good  cause  to  expect  from  the  well-known  high  sense  of  justice 
which  characterizes  the  Mexican  Gtoyemment  and  people. 
Accept,  &C., 

FBED'K  T.  PttBLINGHUYSBN. 


No.  269. 
Mr.  Cainetano  Romero  to  Mr.  Frelingkuysen. 

[TmislfttloB.] 
liBaATION  OF  MBXIOO  IN  THE  UNITBD  STATES, 

WashinfftOHy  D.  (7.,  November  21, 1884.  (Beceived  November  24.) 
Mb;  Sbobstaby  :  As  the  Government  of  Mexico  desires  to  correct 
the  impression  which  might  be  produced  by  the  tenor  of  the  note  whi(di 
your  Department  kindly  transmitted  to  Mr.  Bomero  on  the  16th  Oc- 
tober last,  in  answer  to  one  from  the  latter  gentleman  of  the  9th  of 
the  same  mouthy  communicating  the  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  Mexico  in  the  matter  of  the  island  of  Morteritos,  in 
which  note  mention  is  made  of  the  renunciation  of  the  claim  to  certain 
islands  in  the  channel  of  the  Bio  Bravo,  I  have  been  instructed  to  in- 
form you,  as  I  have  the  honor  of  now  doing,  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico  has  not  renounced  its  claim  to  the  ownership  of  certain  islands, 
but  has  merely  admitted,  in  view  of  the  information  transmitted  to  it 
in  the  matter  by  this  legation,  and  of  the  official  decision  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works,  that  it  has  no  right  to  the  island  of  Mor- 
teritos. 

I  have,  &c, 

OAYETANO  BOMEBO. 
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No.  270. 

Mr.  FrMnghwfsen  ta  Mr,  Ca/^etamo  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  4,  1884.    . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
2l8t  ultimo,  in  which  you  take  exception  to  an  expression  in  my  note  of 
the  16th  of  October  last,  and  say  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has 
not  relinquished  jurisdiction  over  "certain  islands"  in  the  Rio  Grande, 
but  over  "Morteritos''  simply. 

The  original  claim  of  Mexico,  as  you  well  know,  was  to  the  possession 
of  Morteritos  and  Sabinitos  islands,  so-called,  numbered  respectively 
12  and  13,  in  the  Bio  Grande.  An  examination  of  the  charts  showed 
that  these  two  names  never  had  any  existence  in  fact,  but  that  tJiey  had 
been  improperly  applied  to  Beaver  Islands,  twin  islands  in  that  river, 
which  had  been  awarded  to  the  United  States  by  the  commission  of  1848. 
The  expression  "certain  islands"  had  reference  to  the  original  olaim. 
The  examination,  it  is  true,  further  establishes  that  an  island,  Sabinoe, 
belonged  to  Mexico,  but  this  was  neither  numbered  12  nor  13  on  the 
charts,  and  from  its  location  it  seems  improbable  that  it  should  have 
been  confounded  with  Sabinitos.  Sabinos  was,  consequently,  never  in 
dispute. 

I  need  not  assure  you  that  the  United  States  has  no  wish  to  claim 
anything  beyond  that  which  properly  belongs  to  it,  and  that  the  phrase 
"certain  islands,"  while  used  in  the  sense  I  have  explained,  may  be 
understood  as  without  pi^judice  to  any  possible  rights  attaching  to 
Mexico.  If  such  cases  exist,  the  recently  signed  treaty  of  November 
12, 1884.  for  a  more  definite  determination  of  our  common  boundary 
line,  will,  when  completed  by  ratification,  exchange,  and  proclamation, 
afford  bases  for  a  final  adjustment  of  the  question  involved. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  271. 

Mr.  Cayetano  Romero  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Translation.] 

Lbgation  op  Mexioo  in  thb  United  States, 
Washington^  Deeetuber  6,  1884.    (Received  December  8.) 

Mb.  Seobetaby:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  esteemed 
note,  dated  yesterday,  in  answer  to  the  one  I  sent  you  by  direction  of  tke 
ministry  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico  on  the  21st  of  November  altimo, 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  your  Department  to  the 
meaning  of  an  expression  contained  in  the  communication  sent  by  you 
to  Senor  Romero  on  the  16th  of  October  last,  in  respect  to  the  renuncia- 
tiou  of  certain  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  part  of  Mexico. 

You  are  pleased  to  show  me  that  said  expression  refers  to  the  original 
claim  made  by  Mexico  in  the  case,  and  that  meant  the  islands  of  Mor- 
teritos and  Sabinitos,  in  the  belief  that  these  were  those  marked  in  the 
plans  of  the  boundary  commission  of  1853  with  the  Kos.  12  and  13; 
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however,  that  the  examination  of  said  plans  show  that  these  nambers 
did  not  in  reality  exist ;  that  they  were  improperly  given,  and  that  ref- 
erence was  made  to  the  Castor  Islands  (Beaver  Islands),  twin  islands 
that  were  assigned  to  the  United  States  by  the  commission  of  1848 ; 
that  since  then  it  was  discovered  that  the  island  of  Sabinos  belonged 
to  Mexico;  that,  however,  the  latter  was  neither  No.  12  nor  13  that 
appear  in  the  said  plans,  and  it  was  not  probable  that  it  conld  have 
been  mistaken  on  accoant  of  its  position  for  that  of  Sabinitos. 

Yoa  add  that  you  believe  it  unnecessary  to  assure  me  that  the  IJuited 
States  have  no  desire  to  claim  anything  but  what  belongs  to  them  prop- 
erly, and  that  the  expression,  the  sense  of  which  you  are  pleased  to  ex- 
plain, must  be  understood  as  in  no  way  injuring  the  rights  that  Mexico 
may  have  in  the  case;  that  besides,  if  such  riglits  exist,  the  treaty  signed 
on  the  12th  of  November,  1884,  for  a  better  demarkation  of  the  divid- 
ing line  between  the  two  countries  will  regulate,  as  soon  as  it  is  ratified, 
exchanged,  and  promulgated,  the  bases  for  the  final  settlement  of  simi- 
lar questions. 

On  acknowledging  your  answer,  which  I  hnve  the  honor  to  do,  I  shall 
transmit  your  said  note  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico 
for  its  knowledge.  I  must  assure  you  that  1  am  certain  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  has  not  the  slightest  idea  of  wounding  in  any  man- 
ner the  susceptibility  of  the  Goverumeut  of  the  United  States  in  this 
affair,  and  that  its  only  purpose  was  to  make  it  appear  that  the  reso- 
lution taken  in  the  case,  founded  on  the  acknowledgment  that  it  had 
no  right  on  the  island  of  Morteritos,  referred  to  this  one  alone;  also  that 
the  Castor  one  (Beaver,  as  the  United  States  calls  it)  is  formed  of  two 
little  islands  which  have  always  been  considered  as  one,  and  is,  besides, 
the  only  one  in  dispute. 

As  regards  the  island  of  Sabinitos,  in  speaking  of  it  this  legation 
has  always  had  reference  to  Sabinos,  which  appears  on  said  plans 
marked  with  number  14  and  belonging  to  Mexico,  and  your  Department 
as  well  as  General  Emory  have  given  it  indiscriminately  the  one  or  the 
other  name. 

I  avail,  &c., 

CAYETANO  EOMEEO. 


PERSIA. 
No.  272. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 
[Extract.] 

No.  57.]  Leoatton  of  the  United  States, 

TeheraUj  February  15,  1884.  (Received  March  29.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  attention  was  called  offi- 
cially to  a  repetition  of  the  outrages  at  Hamadan  in  November.  •  •  • 
Anxious  to  obtain  official  evidence  as  to  the  cases,  and  also  to  satisfy  my- 
self that  our  citizens  at  Hamadan  had  conducted  themselves  with  discre- 
tion, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  dispatch  our  dragoman,  Mr.  Keiin,  to  Hama- 
dan. He  went  on  the  18th  January,  and  returned  on  the  12th  instant. 
•    •    •    His  conduct  at  Hamadan  was  vigorous  and  effective,  and 
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merits  the  commendation  of  the  Department  Bnt  the  stoiy  of  what 
oocnrred  thdre,  together  with  all  the  evidence  he  obtained,  forms  a  long 
narrative,  which  is  not  yet  complete.  As  soon  as  matters  are  brought 
to  a  snccessfiil  termination  I  shall  report  these  transactions  in  ftdL  In 
the  mean  time  I  beg  to  submit  to  the  Department  the  accompanying 
letter  and  petition,  forwarded  to  me  by  our  citisens  at  Hamadan. 
•  •••••• 

I  have,  &C., 

S.  G.  W.  BENJAMIN. 


[IiiGlomm  in  Ho.  S7.] 
Mr.  HiHfkei  and  Mr,  JUxamder  to  Mr.  B^i^mhi. 

Hamadak,  Fe^m4arf  1, 18S4. 

We,  the  aDdersiffnedy  declftre  that  from  the  time  we  came  to  Hamadan  the  aathor- 
Itiee  thereof  have  been  continually  troahlinjc  ns  by  nnjostifiably  anestingy  ill-treat- 
ing, and  fining  onr  eerrante  and  employ^  by  fining  people  who  rent  ns  their  hooset, 
by  violently  preYentlne  the  Jews  and  Armenians  from  sending  their  children  to 
school,  by  inciting  people  against  ns,  by  preventing,  or  trying  to  prevent,  carpenten, 
blacksmiths,  and  others  from  working  for  ns,  and  by  doing  all  that  could  be  done, 
openly  and  secretly,  to  oblige  us  to  leave  this  city. 

JA8.  W.  HAWKES, 
E.  W.  ALEXANDER. 


No.  273. 
If r.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[BxtMOt] 

No.  73.]  LEaATioi9  OP  the  United  States, 

Teheran^  June  26, 1884.    (Received  Aagost  9.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  of  Jnne  I  was  rid- 
ing out  to  the  country  from  Teheran  in  a  carriage^  on  the  way  to  the 
snmmer  quarters  of  the  legation.  I  was  accompanied  by  my  daughter. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  the  carriage  was  preceded  by 
two  outriders.  The  other  legations  on  such  an  occasion  take  four  to 
eight  outriders,  a  matter  of  necessity  as  well  as  of  display  in  Persia. 
As  we  approached  a  half>  way  coffee-house  I  observed  a  line  of  carriages 
waiting  by  the  roadside  in  the  shade.  As  it  is  very  common  for  sev^al 
vehicles  to  be  seen  standing  there,  while  the  occupants  are  taking  a 
smoke,  I  had  no  idea  that  any  precaution  needed  to  be  taken.  I  was 
greatly  surprised,  therefore,  to  see  a  troop  of  mounted  cavalry  rush  out 
from  tiie  shade  of  the  trees  and  make  a  violent  attack  on  my  outriders, 
who  immediately  cried  out  several  times  that  the  United  States  minister 
was  in  the  carriage,  and  had  the  right  of  way.  I  now  recognized  the 
soldiers  to  belong  to  the  royal  guard,  and  immediately  after  perceived 
that  the  wives  of  the  Shah  were  in  the  carriages.  Although  having 
officially  the  absolute  right  to  pass,  allowed  to  none  except  ministers 
and  their  feunilies,  at  risk  of  immediate  death  to  all  others,  I  ordc^ 
my  driver  to  stop,  in  order  to  give  an  officer  opportunity  to  come  to  the 
carriage  to^apologize  for  the  attack  and  escort  us  safely  through  the 
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guards  stationed  in  front  and  rear  of  the  royal  harem.  But  as  no 
attention  seemed  to  be  paid  to  this,  I  ordered  my  men  to  keep  on,  thus 
throwing  the  responsibility  of  any  results  on  the  guards,  who,  not  sat- 
isfied with  beating  the  outriders  with  the  flat  of  their  swords,  swarmed 
around  the  carriage  itself  with  loud  cries  and  flourishing  their  weapons. 
The  lieutenant  of  the  troop  seized  the  carriage  horses,  others  struck  and 
thrust  at  the  horses,  and  two  even  struck  the  driver  himself.  Fortu- 
nately the  man  was  alike  skillful  and  intrepid,  and  succeeded  both  in 
controlling  the  horses  and  driving  us  safely  out  of  a  disagreeable  melSe 
that  at  one  moment  threatened  serious  results.  The  number  of  men 
attacking  was  about  twenty.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  when  the  chief 
lady  of  the  harem  saw  what  was  going  on  she  dispatched  a  eunuch  to 
escort  us  through  the  lines,  but  he  did  not  arrive  until  the  attack  was 
nearly  ended.  AH  my  men  and  horses  were  more  or  less  bruised,  and  one 
of  the  men  had  his  arm  nearly  broken.    They  all  behaved  well.    •    •    • 

On  the  same  evening  I  sent  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
demanding  the  prompt  chastisement  of  the  offenders,  leaving  it  to  the 
Persian  Government  to  suggest  out  of  its  friendship  such  further  redress 
as  the  occasion  required. 

There  being  some  delay  in  replying  to  my  note,  I  sent  our  dragoman, 
Mr.  KeUn,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  After  quite  an  extended 
interview,  the  minister  replied,  "Tell  your  minister  he  shall  hear  from 
me  to-morrow.  1  am  anxious  that  he  should  be  convinced  of  our  good 
will,  and  I  give  you  my  word  you  shall  be  entirely  satisfied  by  sunset 
to-morrow  that  I  am  sincere  in  these  expressions." 

At  11  a.  m.  the  following  day,  accordingly,  the  sanieh-ed-dowleh,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  cabins,  was  announced.  Coming  at  once  to 
the  point,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  personally  deputed  by  the  Shah 
to  express  the  royal  regret,  and  to  say  authoritatively  that  our  demands 
should  receive  immediate  attention. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  received  an  apologetic  note  from 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  accordance  with  a  request  at  the  end 
of  the  note,  onr  moonchee  went  to  the  foreign  office  next  morning,  and 
was  there  directed  to  take  my  driver  and  outriders  and  proceed  at  once 
to  Sultanalab^d,  the  summer  place  where  the  Shah  is  staying  at  pres- 
ent. On  arriving  there  the  moonchee  was  confronted  with  the  royal 
guards,  and  the  men  who  had  been  most  forward  in  the  attack  on  my 
carriage,  including  their  lieutenant,  were  recognized  by  my  men.  A 
grand  chamberlain  of  the  palace  then  ordered  the  punishment  of  the 
men,  and  they  were  accordingly  punished.  I  think  we  could  not  ask 
farther  proof  of  the  friendliness  of  the  Shah  toward  the  United  States 
than  the  important  fact  that  he  ordered  a  number  of  the  royal  guards 
to  be  punished  at  the  instance  of  a  foreign  legation. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  captain  of  the  company  came  to 
the  legation  and  apologized  in  a  graceful  and  thoroughly  satisfactory 
manner  for  the  hasty  and  unwarranted  action  of  the  guards. 

Two  days  later  I  called  on  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  thanked 
him  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  affair  had  terminated, 
and,  later,  I  acknowledged  his  note  in  a  note  intended  to  reach  the  eye 
of  the  Shah,  who,  I  have  reason  to  know,  as  soon  as  he  fully  appreci- 
ated the  gravity  of  the  occasion,  was  willing,  if  possible,  to  anticipate 
our  demands. 

I  have,  &C., 

S.  G.  W.  BENJAMIN. 
26fb 
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No.  274. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysmi, 

[Eztnot.] 

No.  82.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Teheran^  August  19, 1884.    (Received  October  6.) 

Sir  :  •  *  •  In  1875-76  the  United  States  citizens  [at  Hamadan] 
were  solicited  by  the  Armenian  commanity  to  aid  them  in  their  saffer- 
ings  caused  by  the  famine.  The  missionaries  accordingly  advanced  250 
tomans,  equal  to  some  $410.  As  guarantee  for  the  money,  the  mis- 
sionaries received  possession  of  an  old  Armenian  church.  The  papers 
stipulated  that  the  church  should  be  practically  the  property  of  the 
missionaries,  who  needed  a  church  but  encountered  difficulties  in  build- 
ing a  special  structure.  It  was  further  stipulated  that  if  any  of  the 
community,  including  the  signers  of  the  papers  for  the  Armenians,  at 
any  time  raised  objections  to  this  arrangement  they  should  pay  back 
the  loan  with  compound  interest  at  10  per  cent,  before  regaining  pos- 
session of  the  church.« 

In  November  of  1883,  however,  the  Armenians  seized  the  church  witii- 
out  either  giving  previous  notice  or  offering  to  pay  the  money,  carrying 
off  also  the  chairs  placed  in  it  by  the  missionaries.  Soon  after  this  the 
two  school  buildings  rented  by  the  United  States  citizens  were  violently 
seized  by  the  authorities,  the  locks  forced  off  the  doors,  and  the  doors 
fastened  with  an  official  seal. 

On  receiving  formal  notice  of  these  outrages  I  decided  to  send  Mr. 
KeUn,  our  dragoman,  to  Hamadan.  Mr.  Keiin  prevailed  upon  the  au- 
thorities to  punish  some  of  the  offenders  against  the  personal  security 
of  our  citizens,  and  caused  the  schools  to  be  reopened.  He  also  obtained 
the  names  of  the  chief  offenders  in  the  seizure  of  the  church  and  impor- 
tant testimony  towards  the  repayment  of  the  money. 

But  some  weeks  after  Mr.Ketln's  return,  the  authorities  again  forcibly 
closed  and  sealed  the  doors  of  the  schools. 

I  then  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  present  minister  of 
fore^n  affairs.  I  represented  to  him  that  by  the  terms  of  our  treaty 
the  United  States  have  the  rights  of  the  most  favored  nations ;  that  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty  of  Turkomantchai  no  city  or  authority  in  Persia 
has  a  right  to  prejudge  the  United  States  citizens  or  take  the  law  into 
their  own  hands  in  case  of  complaint,  real  or  imaginary ;  and  that  not 
the  slightest  excuse  now  existed  for  doing  so  since  the  establishment 
of  a  United  States  legation  in  Persia,  to  which  complaints  could  be 
brought  in  regular  form,  and  through  its  mediation  cases  settled  ac- 
cording to  the  modes  prescribed  by  the  treaty.  I  showed  his  excellency 
that  not  only  had  the  authorities  at  Hamadan  entirely  ignored  our 
treaty  rights  in  prejudging  and  punishing  our  citizens  without  bringing 
their  complaints  to  the  foreign  office  and  this  legation,  but  they  had  also 
been  guilty  of  a  very  grave  offense  in  seizing  and  holding  AmericaQ 
property  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  Turkomantchai. 

The  nasr-ul-mulk,  after  considerable  discussion,  frankly  acknowledged 
the  force  of  the  argument  and  signified  that  he  would  exert  himself  to 
give  us  redress  and  teach  the  people  and  authorities  of  Hamadan  to 
respect  our  treaty  rights.  He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  immedi- 
ately sent  very  stringent  orders  to  Hamadan  to  cease  further  meddling 
with  our  citizens,  to  restore  the  property,  and  in  future  report  all  corn- 
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plaints  to  Teheran  instead  of  judging  our  citizens  witrout  the  presence 
of  a  delegate  from  this  legation. 

After  further  negotiations,  the  Shah,  being  weary  of  the  annoyances 
at  Hamadan  and  the  evident  purpose  of  the  authorities  to  obstruct  his 
wishes  towards  a  harmonious  adjustment  of  the  business,  finally  declared 
himself  in  a  mauner  so  emphatic  that  all  opposition  was,  at  least  for  the 
tune,  efTectually  checked.  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  was  ordered 
to  send  a  commissioner  to  Hamadan  without  further  delay,  to  obtain 
the  redress  we  demanded  aud  to  enjoin  the  local  authorities  to  have  a 
care  how  they  ventured  again  to  disobey  the  directions  and  wishes  of 
the  foreigi^  office  or  annoy^  the  United  States  citizens.  Before  leaving, 
the  commissioner  was  sent  to  this  legation  to  explain  to  me  his  instruc- 
tions, and  asked  for  a  letter  of  introduction  from  me  to  our  citizens.  The 
results  of  the  commissioner's  efforts  at  Hamadan  justified  our  expecta- 
tions that  the  Oovernment  of  Persia  is  sincere  in  its  expressions  of 
friendship  and  its  intention  to  afford  all  the  protection  in  its  power  to 
X>eaceable  citizens  residing  in  its  territory. 

Administering  a  very  severe  reprimand  to  the  authorities,  the  com- 
missioner presented  his  orders,  and  commanded  the  school  buildings 
from  which  our  citizens  had  been  ejected  to  be  opened  aud  returned 
without  delay.  After  this  he  called  the  offending  Armenians  before 
him,  who  had  seized  the  church,  and  made  them  understand  that  they 
could  no  longer  expect  to  be  protected  from  the  results  of  their  lawless 
proceedings,  but  that  they  must  pay  the  250  tomans  cash  down  or  pro- 
ceed at  their  own  expense  to  Teheran  for  trial.  Our  citizens  having 
waived  their  demand  for  the  interest,  wisely  as  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  principal  was  paid,  after  much  demur.  Our  citizens  gave 
a  qQi^claim  receipt,  acknowledging  themselves  satisfied.  On  learning 
of  this,  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Department,  considering  the  results  as 
indicating  the^atisfactory  character  of  our  relations  with  the  Persian 
Oovernment  at  present. 

I  think  it  reasonable  to  consider  that  a  valuable  precedent  has  finally 
been  established  here  in  our  favor,  tending  to  increase  our  influence  and 
make  it  easier  to  secure  our  treaty  rights  in  the  future. 
I  have,  &c., 

8.  G.  W.  BENJAMIN. 


PERU. 

No.  275. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  51.J  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

Litnay  PerUy  January  9, 1884.    (Beceived  February  4.) 

Sn:  Little  change  has  occurred  since  my  last  report  upon  the  situa- 
tion. 

It  appears  to  be  settled  that  Gaceres  is  determined  to  maintain  his 
position  and  pretensions,  in  consequence  of  which  Iglesias'  ofBcials 
cannot  assume  authority  beyoud  those  places  accessible  to,  and  under 
threat  of  visitation  by,  Chilian  troops,  an  occurrence  not  at  all  relished 
by  Peruvian  communities. 
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The  rainy  season  npon  the  eastern  side  of  the  Cordillera  gives  Ca- 
ceres  security  from  serious  attack  by  the  enemy,  while  apart  from 
them  he  would  be  more  than  a  match  anywhere  for  Iglesias'  troops. 

On  the  13th  instant  elections  for  deputies  are  to  l^egin  and  may  ex- 
tend at  each  of  the  pQlls  over  a  period  of  twelve  days.  So  far  the  civil 
party  proper  seems  disposed  not  to  take  part,  but  it  is  understood  Gen- 
eral Iglesias  is  urging  some  of  the  leaders  to  become  Government  can- 
didates, and  all  well-wishers  of  the  country  may  hope  he  will  be  suc- 
cessful. Such  men  are  needed  in  the  Government,  and  the  adhesion  of 
very  few  would  have  a  wide  influence. 

Chilian  forces  continue  to  occupy  the  vicinity  of  Lima,  Arequipa, 
Puno,  and  the  line  of  the  Aroya  (Trapsandino)  Eailway  to  the  frontier 
of  Junian,  and  while,  by  declaration,  at  peace  with  the  established  Gov- 
emment  of  Peru,  exercise  most  of  the  powers  of  actual  warfare  and  are 
waging  war  with  Oaceres  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains.  The 
Government  of  Iglesias  is  a  de  facto  one  over  the  larger  part  of  the 
country,  is  seemingly  accepted  by  a  respectable  proportion  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  yet  behind  it  and  over  it  is  always  seen  the  shadow  of  tiie 
protecting  arms  of  Chili.  The  position  is  peculiar  and  full  of  embar- 
rassing questions. 

Caceres  is  reported  to  have  exercised  remarkable  influence  over  the 
most  savage  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  to  have  put  an  end  to  their  dis- 
orders within  the  extent  of  country  under  his  control.  Iglesias  has  still 
to  contend  with  Puga  and  other  like  petty  chiefs  in  the  north.  Beports 
of  their  complete  overthrow  are  constantly  made  and  as  frequently  they 
reappear  upon  the  scene. 

I  am  told  it  is  the  purpose  of  General  Iglesias  to  have  twelve  thousand 
troops  under  arms  by  the  1st  March,  the  date  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  assembly,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  h^self  if  elected 
president  |>ro  tempore.  But  I  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he 
will  submit  himself  entirely  to  the  assembly.  His  officials  and  followers 
will  send  most  of  the  delegates,  and  elections  will  not  be  the  subject  of 
minute  inquiries. 

How  the  Government  is  supported  is  to  me  quite  a  mystery^  but 
many  of  its  expenses  remain  unpaid. 

I  have,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  276. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelingkuysen. 

No.  53.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

lAma^  PerUy  January  23, 1884.  (Received  February  26.) 
Sm :  Having  occasion  for  an  interview  with  Mr.  Larrabure,  minister  of 
foreign  relations  of  General  Iglesias'  Government,  concerning  certain 
decrees  affecting  the  railway  interests  of  certain  Americans,  resident  and 
non-resident,  the  minister  seized  the  occasion  to  speak  about  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Government  by  the  United  States.  He  said  it  appeared  to  him 
perfectly  clear  that  it  is  the  Government  de  facto  of  Peru,  being  supreme 
over  a  large  part  of  the  territory  ]  that  a  dispatch  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment indicated  satisfaction  with  the  existing  condition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  General  Iglesias,  and  that  it  would  be  recognized  on  the 
assembling  of  the  national  assembly ;  that  he  thought  it  strange  that 
the  United  States  should,  being  an  elder  brother  in  the  family  of  re- 
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publics,  abstain  from  recognition  antil  the  example  had  been  set  by 
England  and  European  nations.  I  said  to  him,  yoar  remarks  call  for  a 
very  frank  reply ;  that  the  President,  in  his  message  to  our  Congress, 
had  defined  the  conditions  on  which  his  recognition  would  depend,  and 
that,  as  yet,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  people  of  Peru  had  very  generally 
recognized  Mr.  Iglesias;  that  it  had  been  hoped  that  the  people  of 
Cuzco,  and  of  other  central  and  southern  provinces  and  departments, 
would  spontaneously  proclaim  this  Government ;  that  Cuzco,  after  two 
months,  had  finally  received  a  prefect,  as  there  was  reason  to  believe, 
only  because  of  fear  of  visitation  by  the  Chilian  troops  camped  about  Are- 
quipa  and  Pnno ;  that  Ayacucho,  Huancavelica,  Apurimac,  and  other 
departments  and  provinces  had  not  yet  submitted  to  General  Iglesias; 
that  Chilian  forces  perfectly  dominated  Puno,  Arequipa,  Moquegua, 
Idma  and  Callao,  and  Junin,  being  encamped  near  at  hand,  and  in  the 
latter  were  actually  engaged  in  hostilities;  that  Caxamarca  in  the  north, 
General  Iglesias'  home,  is  actually  in  possession  of  Puga,  who,  although 
reported  as  routed,  it  was  now  known  had  defeated  the  Government 
forces  under  command  of  General  Iglesias'  brother,  sent  against  him ; 
that  Caceres,  whose  strength  as  against  the  Government  is  Sn^^at,  had 
refu&ed  to  submit,  and,  in  short,  that  the  feeling  generally  existed 
amongst  Peruvians  that  General  Iglesias  is  maintained  by  the  presence 
of  the  Chilian  soldiery  about  the  great  center  of  the  country.  That 
I  had  great  desire  to  view  the  matter  otherwise  must  be  apparent  to 
him,  because,  apart  from  the  disagreeable  feature  of  incomplete  official 
relations,  I.  appreciated  the  courage  and  patriotism  that  had  been  so 
conspicuous  in  the  course  which  the  general  had  adopted  in  treating  for 
peace,  and  which  captured  alike  our  sympathies  and  respect. 

I  shall  seek  an  occasion  for  a  more  full  conversation  with  him,  and 
may  think  it  advisable  to  report  by  telegraph. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  recognition  would  give  prestige  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  view  of  its  own  people  and  remove  some,  if  not  many, 
of  its  difficulties.  In  common  with  the  opinion  of  most  Peruvians  and  of 
all  resident  foreigners,  I  cannot  consider  the  power  of  General  Iglesias 
sufficient  to  sustain  him  after  the  departure  of  the  Chilian  army. 

An  editorial,  cut  from  the  Commercio  of  this  morning,  the  most 
able  paper  in  Peru,  touches  upon  some  of  the  points  referred  to  in  the 
communication,  and  I  inclosed  it  without  translation,  being  unable  to 
make  one  in  time  for  this  steamer.  You  will  observe  that  it  opens  with 
reference  to  the  incomplete  character  of  the  late  elections,  because  of 
the  opposing  chiefs  in  the  northern  and  central  provinces,  and  is  ad- 
verse to  the  proposition  to  await  the  assembling  of  the  Congress  until 
those  chiefs  could  be  put  down.  ^  It  presents  a  picture  of  the  condition 
of  Peru  very  disheartening.  The  idea  has  at  times  pressed  upon  me 
that  it  might  be  a  judicious  and  humane  action  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  lend  the  support  of  their  recognition  to  General  Iglesias,  but 
I  am  confronted  now  with  statements  that  not  one-fifth  of  the  popula* 
tion  has  taken  part  in  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  Congress,  and  that 
there  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  a  contest,  except  in  a  limited  sense, 
between  the  Pierolistes  and  the  Government  candidates.  A  few  of  the 
civilistes  have  taken  part,  and  here  the  names  of  some  have  been  used 
as  candidates  against  their  published  remonstrance.  Little  interest 
has  been  evinced  in  Lima,  and  the  proportion  of  men  voting  is  variously 
estimated  at  one-fourth  to  one-seventh  of  the  voting  population.  The 
attitude  of  the  people  is  in  some  senskB  one  of  protest  against  the  Govern- 
ment as  well  as  the  peace,  while  all  alike  are  intensely  anxious  for 
peace. 

I  have,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 

Uigitized  by  'VJi^OQlC 


406  FOREIGN   BELA'nONS. 

No.  277. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelin^huysen. 

[ExtmcU] 

No.  55.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima  J  PerUj  January  23, 1884.    (Received  February  26.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  published  copy  of  Gen- 
eral Caceres'  letter  to  General  Iglesias,  in  reply  to  one  of  his,  a  copy  of 

which  I  sent  you,  appealing  to  Caceres  to  submit  to  this  Government, 

•  •••••• 

The  country  had  erected  Caceres  into  a  sort  of  hero,  being  the  only 
one  about  whom  the  nation  could  throw  any  of  the  halo  of  military 
glory  or  of  patriotic  persistence  in  the  defense  of  the  country.  Had  he 
come  here  at  any  time  in  the  past  few  months,  he  would  have  been 
received  with  a  grand  ovation.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chilian  troops, 
he  could  have  come  triumphant  to  Lima  without  firing  a  shot. 

This  letter  shapes  out  no  line  of  policy,  enters  into  no  details  of  re- 
sources and  means  of  resistance,  offers  nothing  around  which  the  coun- 
try might  rally  in  the  hope  of  forcing  better  terms  from  an  unrelenting 
foe. 

I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


[iDcloeore  in  No.  56.] 

Gtnti'al  Caceres  to  General  Iglesias. 

[El  Brin  Pablioo,  Lima,  JADoary  17, 1884.~TraiislatioD.] 

Ayacucho,  December  29,  1883. 

8sSOR  GbAeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  esteemed  fivor 
of  the  present  month,  the  contents  of  which  had  been  made  known  to  me  thrpogh 
publications  of  the  Lima  press. 

In  replying  to  it  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  hateful  field  of 
recrimination,  to  which  usually  tend  endeavors  to  harmonize  ideas  and  aeniiments 
touching  the  grand  international  contest  in  which  the  Republic  ia  engaged.  Thus, 
perhaps,  I  may  not  altogether  avoid  certain  expressions  which,  from  poverty  of  lan- 
guage, will  awaken  and  wound  susceptibilities. 

I  perfectly  understand  that  peace  is  the  first  necessity  of  the  people,  but  this  once 
broken  I  ali»o  comprehend  that  a  state  of  war  does  not  justify  every  means  to  re-es- 
tablish peace. 

Although  you  flatter  yourself  with  having  realized  your  noble  purpose  of  pacifying 
the  country  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  national  patriotism,  [  either  deceive  myaelf  or 
fear  that  the  treaty  of  peace  made  with  Chili,  the  conditions  of  which  are  yet  un- 
known to  me,  may  be,  in  the  disguise  of  a  decorous  arrangement,  the  text  of  an  omi- 
nous law  imposed  by  an  implacable  and  haughty  victor  upon  the  vanquished,  who,  on 
bended  knee,  implored  his  clemency. 

Amongst  the  reasons  prompting  disconsolate  views  is  the  conviction  that  Cbili, 
blinded  by  sordid  avarice  for  territorial  aggrandizement,  far  from  modifving  ber 
onerous  demands,  will  sustain  them  unaltered,  if  not  augmented,  flattered  by  the 
grand  spectacle  offered  her  of  a  government  owing  its  establishment  exclusively  to 
^e  ignominious  work  of  her  bayonets,  and  which  does  not  dispose  to  forgetfulneas  of 
its  ignoble  origin,  destroying  the  obligations,  and  purposes  you  gained  by  dint  <^  per- 
severance and  self-denial. 

Such  is  the  sad  way  in  which  the  force  of  logic  compels  us  to  view  tbe  coarse  of 
events. 

But,  be  this  as  it  may,  in  order  to  give  a  categorical  answer  to  the  call  which  you 
have  seen  tit  to  extend  to  me  in  your  letter,  it  is  necessary  to  make  me  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  made  with  Chili.  Should  these  conform  to  what 
self-respect  and  the  well-understood  interests  of  the  Republic  require,  believe  me, 
general,  I  shall  hasten  to  offer,  in  good  faith,  the  modest  contingent  of  my  i 
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and  to  share  with  yon  the  arduous  and  glorious  task  of  saving  theeountry,  for  I  shall 
then  secure  the  satisfaction  of  my  most  vehement  desires  and  I  shall  have  attained 
the  object  which  I  have  incessantly  pursued  in  four  years  of  bloody  contest ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  nothing  can  make  me  renounce  the  convictions  and  well-settled  pur- 
poses with  which  I  have  been  inspired  by  the  line  of  couduct  followed  step  by  step, 
and  with  no  ambitious  personal  views,  in  the  long  course  of  the  war,  without  takins 
into  account  the  dangers  and  diflficnlties  of  the  contest,  for  there  is  no  sacrifice  that  I 
am  not  ready  to  make  for  the  service  of  mv  country,  it  being  better  to  ]^rish  in  the 
endeavor  rather  than  to  see  one's  self  humiliated  under  the  yoke  of  an  ignominious 
peace. 

In  this  thorny  path  I  am  accompanied  with  an  unyielding  faith  and  perseverance 
by  the  self-denying  people  under  my  jurisdiction,  who  are  full  of  the  convictions  I 
here  express,  since,  should  fate  be  adverse,  deirauding  our  efforts  of  the  hoped  for 
success,  we  shall  at  least  not  appear,  in  the  eyes  of  posterity,  unworthy  of  the  cause 
we  proiess  and  defend.  Meanwhile,  I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  alive  the  torch  of  faith 
and  patriotic  enthusiasm,  preserving  by  this  ineans  unalterable  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
brave  people  who  sustain  the  beautiful  banner  of  resistance,  under  whose  shadow 
alone  can  now  take  shelter  those  social  guarantees  which  would  soon  be  overthrown 
by  the  whirlwind  uf  popular  sentiment,  violently  opposed  in  what  it  holds  most  sacred, 
the  love  of  country. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDRES  A.  CACERE8. 


No.  278. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Bxtraot.] 

No  58.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Peru^  February  11, 1884.    (Received  March  6.) 

Sib  :  It  ha«  become  an  unpleasant^daty  to  report  acts  committed,  or 
proposed  to  be  done,  by  the  Iglesias  GovernmeDt,  affecting  interests 
of  Americans,  of  a  grave  and  unnsaal  character,  and  for  the  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  possible  reach  of  these  earlier  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  necessary  to  enter  into  considerable  detail. 

It  will  be  known  to  you  that  the  late  Henrj^  Meiggs  entered  into  a 
series  of  contracts  with  the  Government  of  Peru  for  railway  construc- 
tion upon  a  gigantic  scale,  his  contracts  in  hand  at  one  time  aggregating 
$132,000,000,  with  the  result  that  Americans  became  largely  interested  in 
the  railways  of  the  country.  The  Peruvian  Government  was  unable  to 
meet  its  contracts,  resulting  in  a  number  of  the  chief  railways  of  the 
country  coming  into  the  management  of  Americans,  engineers  and 
others,  under  contract  for  the  administration  and  completion  of  the 
lines,  the  roads  generally  to  revert  to  the  exclusive  use  and  benefit  of 
Peru,  upon  fulfillment  by  it  of  specified  conditions.  The  two  most  im- 
l>ortant  roads  of  the  country  are  so  managed,  while  others,  in  the  north 
and  elsewhere,  are  in  the  control  ef  Americans  under  contracts  with  the 
Government  direct,  or  with  the  original  contractors.  The  present  diffi- 
culties have  arisen  in  instances  involving  both  classes  of  contracts. 

General  Iglesias  arrived  here  with  but  little  money,  and  has  been 
since  in  receipt  of  small  revenues,  while  the  credit  of  his  Government 
has  not  been  sufficient  to  secure  loans.  His  officials  have  been  unable 
to  pay  transportation  bills,  and  no  payments  have  been  made  except 
by  sea,  so  that  railway  proprietors  have  been  carrying  without  com- 
pensation and  with  no  very  flattering  prospects  for  future  payment. 
The  exactions,  requirements,  and  requisitions  for  services  have  not  ap- 
peared less  urgent  or  less  in  amount  because  of  the  inability  to  pay. 

The  first  of  the  present  difficulties  to  which  I  refer  relates  to  an 
American  company  operating  the  transandine  railway,  from  Gallao  and 
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Lima,  over  the  mountainB  to  the  Oroya  River  and  to  the  mines  of  Cerro 
del  Pasco.  The  contract  with  the  Government  involves  the  completion  of 
the  road  from  Chicla,  near  the  mountain  summit,  to  the  Oroya,  the  road 
to  Cerro  del  Pasco,  and  the  mining  tunnel  to  drain  the  mines,  of  which 
fabulous  accounts  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  past.  The  company  is 
known  as  the  ''  Compania  de  la  Oroya  y  Minerales  de  Pasco."  The  orig- 
inal company  contracted  to  construct  the  roads,  &c.,  and  provisionally 
to  manage  them.  It  was  to  have  extensive  mining  rights,  and  was  an 
association  of  foreigners  organized  under  Peruvian  laws.  Its  contract 
with  the  Government  was  modified  in  the  year  1880,  with  power  to 
transfer  all  its  rights  to  any  person  or  persons,  company  or  companies, 
foreign  or  Peruvian,  in  order  to  facilitate  procuring  capital  to  complete 
the  work,  the  main  road,  as  before  stated,  being  completed  only  to 
Chicla,  at  an  altitude  of  over  12,000  feet.  This  right  was  exercised  and 
the  transfer  made  to  an  American  organization,  the  new  company  re- 
taining the  old  name. 

When  the  dictator,  Pierola,  was  making  his  strenuous  efforts  for  the 
defense  of  Lima,  and  Oallao  was  blockaded  by  the  Chilians,  the  de- 
pendence of  Lima  for  a  time  was  upon  the  little  port  of  Ancon,  con- 
neeted  with  the  capital  by  the  Chancay  Kailroad.  The  road  was  with- 
out the  necessary  rolling-stock,  and  was  in  bad  condition  for  this  un- 
usual requirement.  In  consequence,  Pierola  issued  a  decree  directing 
the  Oroya  Bailroad  Company,  of  which  William  H.  Cilley  was  then, 
and  is  now,  the  managing  director,  to  manage  the  Chancay  road,  and 
to  supply  such  engines,  cars,  materials,  &c.,  as  might  1:>e  necessary,  for 
which  compensation  was  to  be  made,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Cilley  for  repair  of  the  road,  many  thousands  of  men 
being  put  upon  the  work.  Ancon,  in  time,  was  blockaded,  and  the 
road  to  the  north  of  that  place  buried  and  made  useless  by  shells  fired 
from  the  blockading  vessels.    It  so  remains  to  the  present  time. 

The  Chilian  occupatioo  of  Lima  followed  not  long  after,  and  the  road 
was  under  the  military  control  of  the  enemy  until  the  arrival  here  of 
Iglesias.  The  Chilians  contemplated  carrying  the  railway  iron  and 
rolling-stock  to  Chili,  as  was  done  in  other  instances,  but  surveys  did 
not  result  in  reports  favorable  to  the  project  as  a  paying  enterprise. 
The  road  has  not  paid  expenses,  and  has  fallen  into  still  worse  repair 
than  when  taken  in  hand  by  Mr.  Cilley.  A  system  of  annoyances  and 
exactions  was  inaugurated  at  an  early  day  in  the  office  of  the  minister 
of  Government  respecting  both  the  Oroya  and  Chancay  roads,  but  espe- 
cially the  latter,  Mr.  Cilley  in  consequence  requesting  the  Government 
to  put  some  other  person  in  charge  of  the  road,  as  he  wished  to  be  re- 
lieved of  it  and  of  its  responsibilities.  Correspondence  and  decrees  fol- 
lowed and  an  attempt  was  made  to  put  an  official  on  the  Oroya  road  at 
the  cost  of  the  company  and  in  violation  of  its  contract. 

These  matters  wei*e  more  or  less  known  to  me  as  they  occurred,  in 
part  through  publication  of  the  correspondence,  and  culminated  in  the 
issuance  of  various  decrees,  the  last  in  order  directing  Mr.  Cilley  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Wakulski,  appointed  administrator  of  the  road,  railway 
materials,  cars,  engines,  &c.,  property  of  the  Oroya  company,  or  persond 
by  purchase  or  lease,  to  make  repairs  to  engines  within  specified  time 
at  the  workshops  of  the  Oroya  company,  all  under  penalties,  and  it  or- 
ders that  employes,  several  being  Americans,  should  continue  service  in 
their  respective  positions  until  relieved.  Proceeding  at  once  to  the  for- 
eign office  I  told  Mr.  Larrabnre  I  desired  to  see  General  Iglesias  himself 
concerning  the  decrees,  to  whom  I  said  that  no  government  on  earth 
among  civilized  nations  would  attempt  to»seize  property  in  that  manner, 
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and  that  I  felt  sure*  he  had  not  intended  to  authorize  anything  of  the 
kind  ;  that  if  the  Government  needed  the  property  there  were  proper 
vays  to  secnre  it  by  purchase,  contract,  hire,  or  otherwise. 

After  examining  the  decree  the  general  declared  it  did  not  call  for 
delivery  of  property  not  belonging  to  the  Ghancay  Eailroadand  receipted 
for  by  Mr.  Gilley  on  inventories.  I  replied,  "  Then  I  am  distinctly  to 
understand,  and  can  so  inform  Mr.  Gilley,  that  the  Government  will  not 
call  upon  him  under  that  decree  to  deliver  property  belonging  to  him 
either  by  lease  or  purchase,  and  not  pertaining  to  the  Ghancay  road  t^ 
He  replied,  **Gertainly  you  are;''  adding,  *'I  might  as  well  direct  Mr, 
Gilley  to  deliver  the  coat  off  his  back  as  to  deliver  cars  and  material  not 
belonging  to  the  Government 

Notwithstanding,  a  few  days  later,  notice  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Gil- 
ley, by  the  prefect  of  Lima,  that  he  should  proceed  to  seize  a  certain 
Dumber  of  engines  and  material,  not  property  of  the  Government.  Imme- 
diately I  went,  to  see  Mr.  Larrabure,  and,  not  finding  him,  wrote  an  in- 
formal note,  and  inclosed  copies  of  the  prefect's  notice.  Mr.  Larrabure 
subsequently  informed  me  the  order  to  the  prefect  had  been  modified. 
With  this  assurance  I  rested  content  until  some  days  later,  when,  upon 
receipt  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Larrabure,  I  went  to  the  foreign  office.  Mr. 
Zaldivar,  minister  of  the  Government,  was  called  in.  A  conversation 
began  as  to  details  of  the  road  management,  &c.,  but  I  told  Mr.  Zaldivar 
"  such  details  did  not  concern  me ;  that  it  was  the  seizure  of  property 
I  felt  anxious  about,  and  that  I  was  greatly  interested  in  settling  the 
matter  in  some  satisfactory  manner,  securing  the  Government  the  serv- 
ice it  desired  to  Aucon  and  saving  it  from  greater  difficulties  that  I  saw 
must  arise  from  persistence  in  the  orders  in  question  while  protecting 
Mr.  Oilley's  rights." 

That  gentleman  was  called  in,  and,  I  saw,  completely  won  Mr.  Larra- 
bure's  confidence,  but  Mr.  Zaldivar  insisted  that  ^<  a  decree  once  issued 
was  irrevocable.  A  Government  could  never  recall  or  annull,  and  that 
while  he  asked  Mr.  Gilley  to  deliver  the  next  morning  two  locomotives 
for  service  on  the  Ghancay  road,  he  should  send  soldiers  to  seize  them 
if  not  peaceably  delivered."  In  other  words,  there  was  no  question  of 
contracting  for,  hiring,  or  even  borrowing,  but  a  demand  to  deliver  at 
discretion.  The  minister  remarked  that  '^  the  Government  had  a  right 
to  appropriate  private  property  to  its  necessities."  I  replied,  "The 
necessity  must  first  exist,  and  then  the  condemnation  and  payment  be 
made  in  accordance  with  law."  In  this  instance  the  road  is  usable  to 
AnooD,  a  place  to  which  some  families  of  Lima  resort  at  this  season  for 
bathing,  Mr.  Zaldivar's  family  being  one.  The  railway  otherwise  is 
now  of  little  importance  and  no  public  interest  would  suffer  through  its 
discontinuance. 

The  following  day  I  saw  Mr.  Larrabure,  and  told  him  "  I  had  hoped  to 
be  able  to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjustment,  perhaps  by  some  new 
contract  have  the  road  put  into  effective  and  satisfactory  operation,  thus 
removing  one  of  the  difficulties  seemingly  so  needlessly  thrust  upon  the 
Government,  but  that  I  was  informed  a  force  had  been  ordered  at  2 
p.  m.  to  proceed  to  seize  the  engines  and  to  collect  fines  for  noii-obeyance 
of  decrees,  and  I  felt  such  a  course  to  be  so  arbitrary  and  inexcusable 
that  I  should  feel  it  necessary  to  cable  you  should  the  Government  per- 
sist; that  he  might  be  assured  it  was  a  very  unpleasant  matter  for  me ; 
that  he  had  observed  that  I  limited  myself  to  objecting  to  the  seizure 
of  American  property  without  process  of  law ;  that  there  were  courts  of 
law  to  which  I  thought  questions  of  administration  or  of  accounts  should 
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be  submitted.'^  They  proposed  to  seize  the  safe  of  the  Oroya  Company 
ID  payment  of  a  fine  of  500  silver  soles  imposed  by  decree  of  Zaldivar. 

As  before  remarked  these  events  have  been  known  to  me  during  thdr 
occurrence,  and  while  I  have  been  careful  to  keep  aloof  in  the  hope  of 
a  settlement,  and  because  I  think  diplomatic  intervention  should  be  re- 
sorted to  only  as  an  extremity  in  the  difficulties  our  count^men  en- 
<50unter  in  their  self-imposed  business  pursuits  in  these  countries,  I  have 
been  aware  of  Mr.  Gilley's  good  faith  and  of  his  original  good-will  to  the 
Government  of  General  Iglesias,  and  I  have  viewed  the  official  pro- 
ceedings as  in  entire  disregard  of  individual  rights  as  well  as  of  common 
sense  in  public  procedure.  I  feel  sure  it  did  not  receive  Mr.  Larrabure^s 
approval.  At  all  events  the  order  to  the  prefect  was  recalled  and  an 
arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Gilley  so  far  as  regards  the  two  locomotives. 
The  fine  was  rescinded  and  criminal  proceedings  instituted  against  him 
recalled.  •  •  •  The  other  instance  is  that  of  a  railway  and  pier  at 
Salaverry  and  Trujillo. 

When  General  Iglesias  first  claimed  to  exercise  power  by  virtue  of 
the  local  assembly  of  Caxamarca,  a  delegate,  in  the  person  of  a  membe 
of  his  family,  was  sent  to  represent  him  at  Trujillo.  This  officer  inter- 
fered in  the  contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  pier  and  railway,  from 
which  has  arisen  grand  difficulties,  involving  the  interest  of  foreigners. 

Briefly  the  facts  are  these :  In  1872  the  Government  of  Peru  entered 
into  a  contract  with  St.  Larranaga  for  the  construction  of  the  railway 
of  Trujillo  and  the  pier  at  Salaverry,  but  being  unable  to  fulfill  its  part 
of  the  contract,  in  1876  modified  the  contract;  bonds,  to  be  given  to  him 
in  proportion  to  the  completed  work,  were  issued  to  his  order,  which 
bonds  were  to  have  been  paid  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  works,  and 
a  small  amount  was  so  paid.  Floods  in  1878  caused  heavy  damages 
to  the  road,  and  war  supervened  in  1879.  The  works  are  in  consequence 
incomplete.  As  to  the  validity  of  the  contracts  there  is  no  question, 
but  Larranaga  fell  into  financial  difficulties. 

The  pier  had  been  bargained  for,  as  had  locomotives  and  cars,  but 
although  imported  for  delivery  were  not  given  over  to  Larranaga  from 
his  inability  to  make  payment 

In  1881  the  Chilian  army  seized  the  railway  and  took  possession  of 
the  locomotives  and  cars,  still  in  the  original  cases  in  which  they  had 
been  imported,  and  applied  them  to  use  on  the  railway,  their  owners, 
Grace  Brothers  &  Co.,  protesting  against  the  right  of  seizure. 

At  the  solicitation  of  Larra&aga  the  railway  was  subsequently  deliv- 
ered to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  Chilian  force  in  occupation,  upon 
express  stipulation  of  payment  to  Grace  Brothers  &  Co.  for  the  rolling 
stock  referred  to. 

In  1876  Grace  Brothers  &  Co.  had  purchased  of  the  bonds  issued  on 
account  of  these  constructions  an  amount  equal  to  80,000  soles. 

In  July,  1883,  Larranaga  made  a  contract  of  assignment  for  the  benefit 
of  certain  creditors  named  in  the  contract,  and  Grace  Brothers  &  Go., 
and  B.  Valdeavellano  were  made  receivers  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
other  creditors, 

Larraiiaga's  contract  of  1875  made  him  the  administrator  of  the  road 
and  pier,  under  certain  requirements  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  pro- 
ceeds for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term 
the  Government  might  take  possession  uik)u  condition  of  paying  par 
for  the  bonds  still  unredeemed  from  the  portion  of  the  road  and  pier 
earnings  to  be  applied  to  their  payment,  failing  in  which  the  works 
were  still  to  remain  in  the  management  of  Larranaga.  The  proceeds 
of  the  works  were  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  expenses,  improve- 
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ment,  and  repairs,  and  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  for  the  bonds. 
The  net  proceeds  were  to  be  divided,  two-thirds  for  the  Government 
and  one- third  for  Larranaga.  Larranaga's  assignment  embraced  his 
rights  as  administrator  and  those  he  had  acquired  as  contractor  and 
manager.  The  parties  were  substituted,  as  temporary  administrators, 
as  security  to  his  creditors,  and  the  contract  is  terminated  at  any 
moment  when  Larranaga  can  satisfy  their  claims.  They  are  under  ob- 
ligation to  carefully  fulfill  the  contract  with  the  Government,  and  to 
diligently  prosecute  the  works. 

Under  this  assignment,  which  it  will  be  noted  is  in  no  sense  a  transfer 
of  the  contract  of  Larrafiaga  with  the  Government,  the  pier  has  been 
in  part  erecte<l,  the  road  improved  and  material  purchased,  now  en 
route  to  Peru  for  the  extension  of  the  road. 

In  the  month  of  August  or  about  one  month  after  the  contract  of 
assignment  had  been  made  with  Larrafiiaga,  the  delegate  before  re- 
ferr^  to  intervened  in  the  affairs  of  the  road,  and  besides  demanding 
immediate  payment  by  the  receivers  of  10,000  silver  soles,  and  thence- 
forward of  3,000  soles  per  month,  undertook  to  modify  Larraf[aga's 
contracts.    These  demands  were  paid  under  protest. 

On  the  17th  January  last  a  decree  was  issued,  followed  by  one  dated 
the  23d  of  the  same  month. 

The  first  assumes  that  there  is  an  attempt  to  hypothecate  the  road 
and  impose  claims  upon  it  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Government 
in  the  road  and  pier,  and  that  the  contract  between  Larrafiaga  and  his 
creditors  required  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

There  is  no  foundation  for  either  of  these  assumptions.  The  con- 
tract of  assignment  in  caretul  terms  requires  the  exact  fulfillment  of  the 
conditions  of  his  contract  with  the  Government,  and  using  the  terms 
applied  in  the  contract,  ^^to  assign  particularly  and  temporarily  the  in- 
terests and  rights  I  have  acquired  as  contractor  aud  manager."  There 
is  not  the  least  appearance  of  an  attempt  to  hypothecate  the  property 
in  any  form.    This  part  of  the  decree  is  therefore  founded  in  error. 

The  right  to  transfer  the  contract  of  1875  was  reserved  to  Larrafiaga, 
conditioned  upon  it«  approval  by  the  Government. 

If  there  was  any  Go\'^mment  in  Peru  to  approve  or  disapprove  in 
July  and  August  last  it  was  that  of  Montero  at  Arequipa.. 

But  Larrafiaga  in  his  assignment  to  his  creditors  has  not  pretended 
to  transfer  his  contract,  but  has  expressly  provided  that  the  tempo- 
rary assignment  shall  terminate  at  any  time  upon  payment  of  his  cred- 
itors. In  further  proof  of  the  nature  of  the  contract  it  is  noted  that  no 
provision  is  made  for  the  payment  to  Larrafiaga  of  anything  whatever 
for  the  interest  accruing  to  him  through  large  investments  made  by  him 
prior  to  the  assigoment;  only  the  portion  of  the  net  receipts  falling  to 
him  is  to  be  applied  by  the  receivers  in  liquidation  of  his  debts  and  of 
the  outlay  by  his  creditors  in  the  completion  of  the  pier  and  road. 

The  purpose  of  the  contract  was  the  completion  of  the  pier  and  road 
with  the  rolling  stock  and  appliances  necessary  to  their  profitable  em- 
ployment. It  was  therefore  a  contract  in  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, contractor,  and  creditors. 

The  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  iotervene 
in  the  assignment  is  certainly  not  warranted  by  any  condition  found  in 
the  contracts  of  Larranaga  with  the  state  or  with  his  creditors. 

The  pier  partially  completed,  and  the  cars  and  engines  have  never 
been  delivered  to  Larrafiaga,  but  have  been  placed  in  use  or  construc- 
tion upon  the  faith  of  the  contracts  and  the  assignment.  The  Govern- 
ment has  no  right  of  ownership,  since  it  could  acquire  such  only  through 
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its  contractors,  who  was  to  acquire  it  through  the  folfillmeot  of  the 
assignmeDt. 

The  farther  assertion  in  the  decrees  that  the  contract  with  LarrafL- 
aga^s  creditors  is  evidence  of  his  inability  to  meet  his  responsibility  for 
the  constraction  of  the  works  is  disproved  by  the  very  fact  that  the  as- 
signment secured  the  prompt  commencement  of  work  upon  the  pier  and 
the  improvement  of  the  railway  bed,  the  supply  of  needed  rolling  stock 
and  the  purchase  of  materials  for  the  prosecution  of  the  construction 
and  completion  of  the  road. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  decrees  for  the 
refundment  of  the  10,000  soles  paid  to  the  delegate  by  the  receivers  or 
for  the  material  and  rolling  stock  supplied,  not  property  of  Larranaga 
or  of  the  Government,  and  never  again  into  the  possession  of  either. 

The  seizure  of  the  road  by  the  Government  is  in  violation  of  the  terms 
of  the  contract  with  Larranaga,  it  not  having  paid  off  the  bonds  as  a 
preliminary  to  any  right  of  possession. 

But  its  treatment  only  concerns  the  United  States  in  so  far  as  it 
injuriously  and  wrongfully  affects  the  interests  of  Americans  believed 
to  have  been  acting  in  entire  good  faith. 

The  act  of  seizure  and  appointment  of  a  manager  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  is  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  illegal  and  uiyustiftable, 

and  one  not  called  for  by  any  exigency  of  public  welfare  or  safety. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 

P.  S. — I  have  overlooked  a  portion  of  the  last  of  the  decrees  and  the 
third  article  of  the  decree  of  the  17th  of  January. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  a  formal  assignment  by  contract  is  a  much 
more  complete  and  formal  authorization  to  act  in  place  of  another  thaa 
a  power  of  attorney,  and  that  Grace  and  Yaldeavellano  have  not  pro- 
posed or  pretended  to  act  as  agents  of  Larranga,  but  in  their  own  right 
by  virtue  of  their  contract  with  him,  a  contract  not  calling  for  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  Government.  The  recognition  or  non-recognition  can- 
not effect  its  validity ;  and  the  terms  of  the  contract  do  impose  upon 
the  receivers  all  the  responsibilities  in  the  observance  of  the  contract 
during  their  continuance  in  the  management  which  Larrafiaga  was  under. 
That  they  were  supplied  with  funds  is  proven  by  the  measures  taken 
to  complete  pier  and  roads. 

S.  L.  P. 


1^0.  279. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  Peru,  February  13, 1884.  (Received  March  6.) 
Sib  :  Colonel  Puga,  in  the  north,  who  has  for  a  long  time  been  in 
control  at  Gaxamarca,  the  home,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Government  here, 
and  who  has  been  so  often  reported  destroyed,  has  recently  defeated 
General  Iglesias'  brother,  taken  Trnjillo  and  Salaverry,  seiz^  the  rail- 
way, concerning  which  I  have  written  in  my  No.  58,  and  it  is  farther 
reported,  has  overturned  the  established  authorities  of  Iglesias  at  Lam- 
bayeque,  Pocasmayo,  Puna,  and  other  places.  The  Government  tro<^ 
appear  to  have  gone  over  to  him  with  their  arms,  and  the  outlook  for 
Iglesias  in  that  section  is  not  at  all  encouraging. 
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T  A  commissary  in*  the  Chilian  army  at  Chorillos  stated  this  morning 
that  a  force  is  ordered  to  embark  at  once  for  the  scene  of  Pnga's  ex- 
ploits to  quell  the^  montoneros.  I  have  no  farther  evidence  than  the 
officer's  word.        "  - 

Beports  for  some  days  have  been  circulating  that  two  Chilian  columns 
are  moving  against  General  Caceres,  one  from  this  side  and  the  other 
from  Cnzco,  and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  unaided,  Iglesias  is  unable  to 
contend  with  his  two  enemies  of  the  north  and  central  provinces,  and 
that  the  Chilian  army  alone  supports  him.  It  is  at  least  a  very  singular 
condition  of  affairs. 

The  elections  for  deputies  to  the  National  Assembly  have  been  entirely 
withont  significance,  the  nation  in  the  main  having  stood  aloof  while 
there  have  been  no  contests.  The  final  board  of  supervision  of  the  elec- 
tion returns  for  the  various  localities  of  the  department  divided,  part 
declaring  one  set  of  candidates  elected  and  the  other  portion  returning 
the  other  ticket.  The  rule  in  the  election  has  been  but  one  candidate 
and  public  apathy,  and  I  find  myself  unable  to  determine  what  propor- 
tion of  districts  have  elected  deputies. 

;,  m  or.  -  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Should  the  Chilians  undertake  to  put  down  the  enemies  of  Iglesias 
in  the  north  and  elsewhere  it  becomes  an  acknowledgment  of  the  ab- 
sence of  Peruvian  support  for  the  Government  which  Chili  established. 
i  have,*&c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  280. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

[Extntot.] 

No.  68.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

Limay  PerUy  March  5, 1884.    (Received  April  6.) 

Sir  :  Mr.  Larrabure,  minister  for  foreign  relations,  has  notified  me  of 
the  election  by  the  Assembly  of  Mr.  Iglesias  as  provisional  President  of 
Peru,  and  that  the  former  members  of  the  cabinet  remain  in  their  several 
departments. 

I  telegraphed  you  thereupon,  stating  also  that  the  answer  to  the  joint 
protest  against  the  debt  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  had  not  been  satis- 
factory, and  that  Pierola  is  expected  to  arrive  on  the  8th. 

The  Assembly  yesterday  resolved  that  the  constitution  of  1860,  except 
as  to  certain  articles,  should  be  considered  in  force  provisionally.  This 
removes  some  of  the  embarrassment  connected  with  the  election  of 

General  Iglesias. 

'«  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  281. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  71.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  March  10, 1884.    (Received  April  6.) 
Sib  :  Inclosed  herewith  are  printed  copies  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
all  the  correspondence  relating  thereto,  including  that  had  with  the 
diplomatic  agents  of  the  protesting  Governments.    I  have  already  for- 
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warded  copies  of  the  treaty  and  sapplemental  agreement,  translated.* 
I  now  send  a  translation  of  the  letter  of  protest  of  the  minister  of  France 
and  Mr.  Larrabnre's  reply.  The  other  correspondence  is  in  effect  quite 
similar.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Marquis  Tallenay's  letter  is  very  curt 
and  is  answered  in  much  the  same  terms.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what 
course  the  protesting  powers  will  take. 
I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


[Inclosnre  1  in  No.  71.— Tnuulation.] 

Mr.  TalUnay  to  Mr.  Larrahurt. 

Legation  of  the  French  Republic, 

Lima,  February  20,  1634. 
Monsieur  le  Ministre  :  Articles  4,  6,  8,  and  10  of  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  the 
20th  October,  between  Chili  and  Peru,  provide  for  a  cession  of  territory,  withoat 
taking  into  consideration  the  guaiantees  which  form  liens,  special  or  collectire,  of 
the  creditors  of  Pern. 

The  Goyemment  of  the  French  Repnblic  does  not  consider  it  possible  to  permit  this 
to  be  consnmmated  without  protesting  against  those  clauses  which  mnst  be  considered 
null  so  far  as  regards  its  citizens. 

In  instructing  me  to  announce  to  your  excellency  the  sending  of  an  identical  note 
agreed  upon  between  the  powers  interested,  m^y  Goyernment  insists  that  the  question  of 
debts  shall  be  immediately  reseryed,  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  arrangement  between 
the  two  Governments  and  the  creditors,  or  that  a  solution  more  satisfactory,*  baaed 
upon  contracts,  shall  be  proposed  to  the  Congress  of  Lima. 
Accept,  ^c, 

TALLENAY. 


[Inoloaure  2  in  No.  71.— Tranalmtion.] 

Mr.  Larrabure  to  Mr.  Tallenay. 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Limoy  February  27,  1884. 

The  undersigned  has  received  your  excellency's  communication  of  the  20th  instant, 
intended  to  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Republic,  against  articles  4,  6,  8,  and 
10  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  signed  the  20th  of  October  last,  between  Chili  and  Pern,  and 
to  declare  that  they  consider  them  as  null  and  without  force  with  respect  to  the  citi- 
sens  of  France. 

Yon  advise  him  also  that  an  identical  note  has  been  sent,  concerted  between  the 
powers  in  interest,  and  close  suggesting  that  the  question  of  the  indebtedness  of  Pern 
be  reserved  until  an  amicable  arrangement  be  made  between  both  Governments  and  the 
creditors,  or  that  there  be  proposed  to  the  assembly  convoked  for  the  Ist  of  March  a 
solution  more  satisfactory,  based  upon  a  regard  to  the  contracts. 

Already  in  the  conference  which  the  nndersigned  had  with  your  excellency  in  this 
department,  I  spoke,  among  other  things,  of  one  to  which  regard  must  be  had  before 
a  reply  can  be  given  to  the  note. 

Having  regard  for  the  eminent  endowments  of  your  excellency  the  Goyemment  of 
the  undersigned  regarded  your  selection  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 

S)tentiary  m  Lima  as  an  evidence  of  the  friendly  sentiments  which  the  noble  French 
epublic  entertains  for  Peru,  but  if  a  minister  be  not  invested  with  a  diplomatic 
character  before  the  Government  that  receives  him  except  b^  the  presentation  and 
reception  of  his  credentials,  one  cannot  explain  an  act  of  such  importance  as  the  pro- 
test without  your  excellency  having  first  completed  that  requisite.  The  undersigned 
has  offered  and  continues  offering  your  excellency  all  possible  facilities  for  the  fulfill- 
ment of  your  mission  in  current  affairs,  and  has  observed,  and  will  continne  to  ob- 
serve, all  the  consideration  due  to  your  rank,  but  cannot  tolerate  the  innovation  in- 
troduced by  the  French  legation,  much  less  so  when  treating  of  a  question  suffi- 
ciently grave,  as  your  excellency  observes. 
Returning  to  the  note,  the  treaty  to  which  your  excellency  alludes,  has  not  been 

*See  Foreign  Relations  for  1883,  pp.  730-733. 
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brought  to  the  attention  of  your  Government  because  the  opportunity  has  not  pre- 
sented itself;  it  is  still  in  the  condition  of  a  negotiation  pending,  reserved  by  it^ 
Ter^  natnre  and  private  character  from  other  (Chancelleria  f)  diplomatic  offices  with 
which  it  has  no  direct  relation  whatever. 

A  notification  of  it,  or  simply  its  publication  by  the  Government  of  the  under- 
signed would  have  been  premature  and  in  violation  of  established  usage. 

I'eru  enters  into  it  by  virtue  of  the  right  it  i>ossesses  of  governing  itself,  aright  rec- 
ognized since  early  in  the  century,  at  the  time  of  its  independence,  by  all  powers,  in- 
cluding the  one  your  excellency  so  worthily  represents,  and  cannot  accept  foreign 
intervention  without  violating  its  rights  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  state  and 
without  abdicating  their  prerogatives,  which  it  has  respected  and  does  respect  in  all 
constituted  nationalities ;  hence  it  may  not  give,  nor  feel  itself  called  upon  to  give, 
participation  in  the  -lireaties  it  negotiates  without  destroying  the  foundation  of  its 
own  existence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  debts  which  are  the  cause  of  your  excellency's  protest,  origi- 
nated in  loans  made  by  individuals  whom  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  ask  their  nationality  ;  these  debts  have  never  had  an  interna- 
tional character,  thus,  as  today  it  appears,  part  of  them,  at  least,  are  in  the  hands 
of  Frenchmen,  according  to  your  excellency's  note,  of  which  the  undersigned  does 
not  for  a  moment  doubt,  they  may  to-morrow,  possibly  within  a  few  hours,  pass  into 
the  hands  of  Americans  or  Rassians,  or  business  nlen  of  whatever  nationality.  Pern 
owes  nothing  to  France,  not  as  to  the  Government  or  the  state,  consequently  those 
loans  cannot  become  the  subject  of  diplomatic  intervention. 

The  undersigned  does  not  wish,  as  it  would  offend  your  excellency's  enlightened 
Crovemment,  to  linger  in  pointing  out  here  the  grave  conseo  neuces  that  it  might  have 
upon  the  peace  and  external  security  of  all  nations,  were  such  doctrine  to  be  sustained. 

He  will  point  out  to  you  only  that  with  it  the  doors  would  be  0|)ened  for  reclama- 
tions and  wars,  which  are  precisely  what  modem  international  laws  are  designed  to 
avoid :  the  relations  between  countries  exposed  to  the  fluctuations  of  the  exchange 
would  expose  weak  states  to  the  mercy  of  the  strong,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  new 
rule  whicn  precedent  had  established  as  an  international  practice,  one  nation  would 
be  authorized  to  disturb  the  peace  of  another.  A  like  doctrine,  which  a  Jnst  and  up- 
right Government  like  that  of  vour  excellency  cannot  consent  to,  in  the  course  of  un- 
foreseen human  events  might  place  France  herself  in  the  gravest  dangers. 

A  few  years  since  the  English  bondholders  solicited  the  intervention  of  Her  Brit- 
tanio  Majesty's  Government,  and  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  private  gentlemen,, 
made  as  such,  the  British  foreign  office  (Chancelleria  f)  denied  the  right  of  diplomatic 
intervention,  as  appears  from  records  in  this  office. 

If  such  serious  considerations  do  not  convince  the  Government  of  your  excellency^ 
and  it  should  consider  it  necessary  to  sustain  the  protest,  the  nndersigned  seizes  the 
occasion  to  remind  vou  that  it  is  of  public  notoriety  that  for  more  than  four  years> 
Peru  has  not  controlled  the  hypothecated  products. 

Notwithstanding  since  the  earlier  days  of  the  war  of  the  Pac^^c,  cargoes  of  guano  and 
saltpeter  have  pamed  over  the  seas  without  any  opposition,  Peru  even  has  asked  at 
the  proper  moment,  through  its  diplomatic  or  consular  agents,  the  embargo  of  these 
cargoes  in  European  ports  without  finding  support  on  the  part  of  the  Ghovemments 
which  now  protest.  Under  these  conditions  diverse  arrangements  have  been  made 
between  creditors,  and  a  public  sale  made  of  1,000,000  tons  of  guano  to  which  the  guar- 
antees apply,  without  notice  on  the  part  of  the  Republic  of  France  or  the  other  states. 
It  has  thus  struggled  alone,  and  for  a  long  time,  to  save  thes»  interests,  and  after- 
wards signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  because  it  was  no  longer  in  condition  to  continue  the 
struggle. 

Moreover,  your  excellency  should  not  forget  that  in  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the 
Peruvian  Government  was  engaged  in  an  advantageous  arrangement  with  its  credi- 
tors; the  guano  and  saltpeter  more  than  sufficed  for  the  debts.  If  Peru  later  on  has 
found  itself  obliged  to  despoil  the  nation  oCthe  wealth  which  constituted  the  security, 
it  has  done  so  from  the  need  to  regard  its  own  preservation,  which  is  the  first  obliga- 
tion, as  it  is  the  first  right  of  a  state;  otherwise  we  should  hold  that  war  should  never 
cease  without  the  complete  submission  or  the  total  destruction  of  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerents. 

Such  is  the  situation  of  Peru;  and  these  are  the  reasons  which  alike  prevent  it  from 
accepting  the  protest  or  acceding  to  the  desires  of  the  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  France.  The  undersigned  will,  when  the  opportunity  offers,  submit  the  treaty  of 
20th  October  to  the  national  assembly,  as  it  is  his  duty,  together  with  the  correspond- 
ence relating  thereto.  I  should  at  the  same  time  assure  your  excellency  that  Peru 
on  its  part  will  not  omit  any  means  looking  to  the  continued  maintenance  of  its  good 
relations  with  France ;  relations  which  it  wishes  to  strengthen  as  far  as  possible, 
equally  in  prosperity  as  in  the  hours  of  its  humiliation  and  misfortune. 

The  nndersigned  renews,  &c., 

E.  LARRABURE  Y  UNANUE. 
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No.  282. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

[Extiact] 

No.  77.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  PerUj  March  26,  1884.    (Received  April  15.) 

Sir  :  Recently  tbere  was  introdaced  in  the  assembly  an  act  declaring 
the  contract  with  Henry  Meiggs,  for  the  construction  of  the  Oroya  Bail- 
road,  &c.,  to  be  forfeited,  and  directing  the  Government  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  road,  plant,  &c. 

I  wrote  to  you  in  No.  58,  at  some  length,  concerning  this  road  and 
the  Tmjillo  road. 

I  may  state  here  that  so  late  as  1880  the  Peruvian  Government  re- 
cognized the  validity  of  the  Meiggs  contract,  made  a  new  one  with  the 
then  representatives  of  Meiggs,  and  gave  the  right  of  transfer  to  any 
parties  whatever.  The  transfer  was  made  in  accordance  therewith. 
The  contract  has  been  complied  with.  The  war  and  the  occupation  of 
Lima  and  the  line  of  the  road  by  the  enemy  here,  of  course,  prevented 
prosecution  of  work  in  construction. 

Article  7,  as  modified  by  the  assembly,  provides  "  Property  of  the 

nation  may  be  disposed  of  to  satisfy  the  public  needs." 

•  •••••• 

I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  instructions  how  to  proceed  in  the 
event  of  forcible  proceedings  in  cases  where  I  consider  the  contracts  to 
be  unquestionably  valid. 
I  am,  &c., 

8.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  283. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  78.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Xtma,  Peru^  April  2, 1884.    (Received  April  38.) 

Sib  :  The  mails  brought  the  written  instructions  of  the  several  pro- 
testing Governments,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
text  in  English,  together  with  the  reply  of  the  Peruvian  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs,  with  translation. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  were  duly  exchanged  in  Lima  on  the 
28th  ultimo. 

As  yet  there  is  nothing  given  out  in  respect  to  the  movements  of  the 
Ohilian  troops. 

Meanwhile  most  of  Peru  appears  to  be  in  the  control  of  Oaoeree  and 
of  bands  of  Montoneros.  Gaceres  has  pushed  his  regular  troops  oat 
upon  the  lines  towards  the  sea  and  it  is  reported  that  the  Chilian  troops 
beyond  the  Cordillera  have  been  ordered  to  this  side. 

The  assembly  adjourned  on  the  31st  ultimo  to  meet  the  first  day  of 
March,  1885.  As  reported,  it  conferred  dictatorial  powers  upon  Iglesias 
and  continued  its  own  existence. 

General  Iglesias,in  remarks  made  to  the  assembly,  said  that  he  should, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  given  him,  regard  the  personal  security 
and  honor  of  all  citizens. 

I  am,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 
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[loclosure  1  in  No.  78.] 
JOINT  NOTE  OF  PROTEST. 

«      ,  «  •  «  •  •  • 

Govemmeiit  has  leafned  with  satisfaction  that  a  treaty  of  peace  has  been  con- 
claded  between  the  Republics  of  Chili  and  Pern,  which  treaty,  in  order  to  become 
binding,  only  requires  to  be  ratified  by  the  legislative  power  in  both  countries.  As  a 
Congress  will  meet  at  Lima  early  in  March,  the  time  approaches  when  the  engage- 
ments agreed  upon  will  be  submitted  to  the  lawful  representatives  of  Peru. 

The  text  of  the  said  convention,  which  has  been  made  public  through  various 
channels,  contains  stipulations  which  belong  to  two  different  orders  of  ideas.  Some 
are  exclusively  political  and  regulate  the  respective  situations  of  the  contracting 
countries ;  these     *     •     •    Government  leaves  out  of  consideration. 

Tlie  others  are  relative  to  the  debts  of  Peru,  that  is  to  say  to  the  rights  of  neutrals 
which  are  affected  by  the  cession  of  a  certain  number  of  provinces  to  the  Republic  of 
Chili ;  such  are  Articles  IV,  VI,  VIII,  and  X,  of  the  treaty.  •  •  •  Government 
coald  not  help  taking  notice  of  the  above-mentioned  stipulations  which  interest 
*  *  •  subjects  in  a  direct  manner.  It  appears  to  *  •  •  that  they  constitute  a 
seriouH  derogation  to  the  rules  usually  observed  iu  such  cases,  aud  a  breach  of  the 
contracts  which  have  been  entered  into  between  Peru  and  her  creditors,  the  object  of 
the  said  clauses  in  sanctioning  a  cession  of  territory  in  favor  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  being  to  free  the  said  territory  from  the  obligations  which  weigh  upon  it  iu 
behalf  of  a  third  party.  They  «et  aside  various  mortgages  which  form  the  special  or 
collective  lien  the  creditors  of  Peru  have  upon  the  whole  of  the  valuable  guano  or 
nitrate  deposits  discovered  or  which  may  be  discovered  in  the  ceded  provinces. 
Under  the  circumstances  and  while  experiencing  the  sincere  wish  that  the  essential 
part  of  the  treaty  will  be  ratified  without  delay,  aud  that  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  states  will  be  placed  on  a  durable  basis,  *  '  *  Government  is  of  opinion 
that  »  •  •  cannot  allow  the  clauses  of  the  treaty  concerning  the  settlement  of  the 
Peruvian  debt  to  become  obligatory  without  forn  ally  protesting  against  them,  and 
that  •  •  *  ought  to  consider  them  of  no  value  as  far  as  *  *  *  subjects  are 
concerned.  Therefore  ♦'  *  •  insist  upon  the  said  clauses  being  reserved  with  a 
view  to  a  friendly  understanding  between  the  two  Governments  and  the  interested 
parties  being  arriVed  at,  or  upon  a  more  satisfactory  solution,  which  will  guarantee 
the  contracts  with  the  creditors  being  immediately  submitted  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  congress  which  is  about  to  meet  in  Lima.  Moreover,  they  hope  that  the  cabinets 
of  Santiago  and  Lima  will,  without  diflflculty,  perceive  the  necessity  of  a  modification 
which  will  strengthen  the  credit  of  Peru  aud  add  to  the  good  name  of  Chili. 


[luclosure  2  in  No.  78.— TranBlation.] 

reply  to  the  joint  note  of  protest  concerning  the  debt  btipclatioxs  of 
the  chili-peritvian  treaty  of  peack. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Relations, 

Limay  March  27,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  yesterday's  date,  in  which 
you  are  good  enough  to  inform  me  that  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  you  have  re- 
ceived from  your  Government,  you  place  in  my  hands  the  identical  note,  the  sending 
of  which  you  announced  to  this  ministry  on  the  20th  of  February  last,  signed  by  the 
European  powers,  which  appear  to  have  framed  the  protest  against  some  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  concluded  on  the  20tn  of  October,  1883,  be- 
tween Peru  and  Chili,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  is  already  a  law  of  the  Republic, 
having  been  approved  by  constituent  national  assembly  and  ratified  by  the  executive 
power. 

I  have  to  state  to  you  in  reply,  even  without  taking  into  account  the  fact  above 
mentioned,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  consider  the  contents  of  the  said  note  so  long  as 
my  Government  is  not  officially  and  directly  recognized  by  that  you  so  worthily  repre- 
sent. 

When  that  recognition  has  taken  place  my  Government  will  return  an  appronriate 
answer,  in  accordance  with  principles  of  Justice  and  that  loyalty  which  has  always 
characterized  the  international  policy  of  Peru,  without  forgetting  her  rights  as  a  sov- 
ereign and  indenendent  nation. 

MARIANO  CASTRO  ZALDIVAB. 
27  P  B., 
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No.  284. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyseii. 

No.  81.]  Legation  of  the  Unijed  States, 

lAma^  Peru^  April  2,  1884.    (Received  April  28.) 

Sir  :  I  have  been  compelled  to  protest  decidedly  against  a  renewed 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  seize  the  Tmjillo  railroad, 
and  of  the  property  afloat  and  ashore  being  landed  by  the  administra- 
tors, acting  under  an  assignment  by  Larranaga,  as  explained  in  my  No. 
68. 

The  position  I  have  taken  is  that  the  details  of  Larrafiaga's  performance 
of  his  contract  do  not  affect  the  question ;  that  the  Governments  of  Peru, 
whenever  exercising  control  in  that  part  of  Peru,  have  recognized  Lar- 
rafiaga's contract ;  that  Chili  had  recognized  the  validity  of  his  contract 
with  his  creditors,  and  had  not,  in  consequence,  seized  and  carried  off 
the  property  as  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  other  roads  ]  and.  that,  even 
if  Larrafiaga's  contract  has  been  justly  forfeited,  or  if  his  contract  with 
his  creditors  be  invalid,  these  are  matters  to  be  determined  by  the  proper 
tribunals  of  the  country,  and  that  the  United  States  cannot  permit  the 
rights  of  tbeir  citizens  to  be  assailed  and  their  property  seized  upon  the 
decision  of  a  minister  of  a  government  which  is  itself  a  party  to  the  con- 
tracts declared  by  that  officer  to  have  been  forfeited  5  that  there  must 
first  have  been  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial  hearing  of  the  case  by  the 
proper  court  of  law,  and  the  property  be  taken  possession  of  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  decree  of  such  court. 

1  trust  that  some  understanding  will  now  be  reached  satisfactory  to 
the  American  firm. 

I  have,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  285. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  83.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  April  8,  1884.    (Received  May  5.) 

SiE :  Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  telegraph  you  concerning  |he  rupt- 
ure of  negotiations  between  Chili  and  Bolivia,  and  the  protest  of  Bo- 
livia against  the  continued  occupation  of  tbe  Mollendo-Puno  Kailroad, 
by  Chilian  forces.  Puuo,  upon  Lake  Titicaca,  is,  or  was  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Bolivian  side  by  means  of  small  steamers.  These  were 
seized  by  the  Chilians,  and  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Bolivia  by 
that  route  interdicted. 

Besides,  the  Chilians  carried  one  or  more  torpedo  boats  by  the  rail- 
way to  Puno,  and  are  otherwise  prepared  for  aggressive  warfare,  from 
that  railroad  terminus  and  lake  port,  upon  Bolivia.  It  is  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  Chili  is  disposed  to  give  up  this  great  advantage  until  peace 
is  secured  with  Bolivia. 

As  this  now  seems  to  be  in  peril— and  I  may  add  there  are  indications 
of  movements  of  Chilian  troops  upon  Bolivia  in  the  south — at  this  mo- 
ment, the  forces  would  not  be  withdrawn  from  Peru,  were  it  demanded 

by  General  Iglesias. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

8.  L.  PHELPS. 
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No.  286. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

[Extract.] 
No.  86.]  LBaATION  OF  THE   UWITED  STATES, 

Lima^  PerUy  April  11, 1884.    (Received  May  16.) 

Sib  :  A  few  days  since  I  telegraphed  that  the  negotiatious  for  a  trace 
between  Chili  and  Bolivia  had  failed. 

•  •••••• 

Renewal  of  hostilities  between  Chili  and  Bolivia  was  expected  by  the 
GU>vemment  here  and  by  the  Chilians  at  headquarters.  Preparations 
were  making.  The  Peruvfan  minister  had  returned  from  La  Paz  to 
represent  to  his  Government  the  feeling  existing  in  Bolivia  concerning 
the  continued  occupation  by  the  Chilians  of  Puno,  and  their  stoppage  of 
intercourse  by  that  route.  These  serious  complications  have  been  re- 
moved by  the  signature  of  the  truce,  bereft,  however,  of  two  important 
provisions  which  it  is  known  were  insisted  upon  by  Chili,  viz,  exclusive 
trade  of  Bolivia  with  the  Pacific  through  the  port  of  Arica,  and  the  right 
to  construct  a  railway  from  the  vicinity  of  Antofagasta  to  the  interior 
of  Bolivia.    Chili  doubtless  found  it  politic  to  recede. 

Combinations  looking  to  the  submission  of  Caceres,  coupled  with  an 
influential  support  of  the  Government  hoped  for,  failed,  largely  so  be- 
cause of  the  pretensions  of  Chili  to  further  indemnity  in  the  event  of 
having  to  assume  Peruvian  indebtedness  for  Tarapac^. 

I  observed  a  feeling  that,  cqst  what  it  might,  these  parties  thought 
it  necessary  to  assist  Caceres  with  funds,  that  he  might  still  retain  the 
only  force  in  Peru  that  would  protest  against  further  spoliation.  But 
the  Chilians  are  to  attack  him  as  soon  as  the  rains  pass,  and  he  will  be 
unable  to  offer  effective  resistance. 
I  have,  &c. 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  287. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Phelps. 

No.  44.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  23, 1884. 

Sib  :  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  No.  77,  in  which  you  ask 
instructions  as  to  the  course  you  will  be  expected  to  pursue  in  the  event 
of  forcible  proceedings  in  cases  where  you  consider  certain  contracts 
nnqne^ionably  valid  (such  as  the  one  to  which  you  advert,  apparently 
entered  into  between  Peru  and  the  American,  H.  Meiggs),  which  in- 
quiry you  make  with  reference  to  a  new  enactment  by  the  assembly  at 
Lima,  to  the  effect  that  property  of  the  nation  may  be  disposed  of  to 
satisfy  the  public  needs,  I  have  to  say  that  you  will  protest  and  state 
that  this  Government  will  not  recognize  the  validity  of  any  act  inter- 
fering with  vested  rights,  unless  under  due  process  after  fair  appraise- 
ment and  condemnation. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  288. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Lima,  Peru,  April  29, 1884.    (Received  May  16.) 

Sir  :  Owing  to  departure  on  the  day  following  the  presentation  of 
my  credential  letters  to  the  President  of  Peru,  I  have  been  forced  to 
write  the  repoit  at  sea  and  without  number. 

In  accordance  with  your  telegraphic  instruction  I  received  a  visit 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Peru,  as  did  each  other  chief  of 
a  legation  authorized  to  accept  the  amende^  on  the  23d  instant,  in  which 
he  said  he  had  come  as  an  act  of  courtesy  and  to  express  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  renew  former  diplomatic  relations  precisely  as  if  nothing 
had  occurred  to  interrupt  them,  and  that  it'  was  the  wish  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  they  might  be  cordial.  Subsequently  an  official  letter  in- 
formed me  of  the  change  in  the  cabinet.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Gibbs 
arrived,  and,  as  arranged,  he  accompanied  me  to  the  reception  for  the 
presentation  of  my  credentials,  which  was  a  public  one  and  quite  cere- 
monious. The  German  minister  subsequently  i)resented  his  telegraphic 
authority  to  recognize  the  Government,  the  more  formal  reception  to 
take  place  when  his  letters  anive.  Mr.  Pinto,  minister  from  Salvador 
and  dean  of  the  corps,  also  recognized  the  Government  the  same  day. 

I  presented  Mr.  Gibbs  as  minister  to  Bolivia,  temporarily  placed  in 
charge  of  the  legation  in  Lima  as  well,  during  my  absence  ui>on  urgent 
business 

I  have,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 


Xo.  289. 
Mr,  Gibbs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  94.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

lAmaj  Peru,  May  7,  1884.  (Received  May  29.) 
SiB :  As  Mr.  Phelps  left  here  the  day  after  his  oflBcial  reception,  I 
doubt  if  he  had  time  to  communicate  to  the  Department  the  corres- 
pondence that  took  place  on  that  occasion.  I  inclose  copy  of  Mr. 
Phelps'  oflBcial  note  to  this  Government  and  the  answer  of  Senor  Ur- 
rutia,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  with  translation;  also  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  the  answer  of  the  President  to  Mr.  Phelps'  remarks. 

•  ••••## 


I  am,  &C., 


RICHARD  GIBBS. 


[Inclosure  1  in  Ko.  94.] 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Urrutia. 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Lima,  Peru,  ApHl  22,  1884. 
Your  Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  an  andienoe  with  his  exoelloiey 
the  President  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  ietters  accrediting  me  as  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  near  the  Government  of 
Pern. 
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Ab  I  am  abont  to  leave  the  coantry  temporarily,  I  suggest  the  audience  should  be 
fixed  at  as  early  au  hour  as  may  be  couveuient  to  the  President. 
With  assurance,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


iTnolo«are  2  in  No.  94.— Tnuislatioii.  | 

Mr,  Urrutia  to  Mr.  Phelps. 

Ministry  of  Foreigx  Affairs, 

Lima,  Peru,  April  24,  1884. 
Mr.  Minister  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  with  your  excellency's  esteemed  note,  copy 
of  the  letter  which  accredits  you  with  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipolentiary  of  the  Republic  of  the  Unite<l  States  of  America,  and  also  copy  of 
the  remarks  that  your  excellency  will  make  in  the  act  of  being  received  by  my  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  answer,  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  excellency  that  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon  a 
solemn  reception  of  your  excellency  will  take  place,  for  which  purpose  the  chief 
officer  of  this  ministry  will  call  at  your  excellency's  house  a  few  minutes  before  that 
hour  to  accompany  your  excellency  to  the  palace. 
With  sentiments,  tSrc, 

BALTAZAR  GARCIA  URRUTIA. 


[InclosiireS  in  No.  M.J 
Speech  of  Mr.  Phelps. 

Mr.  President:  By  instructions  from  my  Grovemment  I  have  now  the  honor  and 
pleasure  to  place  in  your  hands  the  lettt»r  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
accrediting  me  as  the  representative  of  my  country  near  the  Government  of  Peru. 

The  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States  feel  great  solicitude  for  the  future 
welfare  of  Peru,  desiring  to  see  the  nation  fully  resuming  its  pursuits  of  peace,  with 
all  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  and  happiness  derived  from  industry,  security, 
and  the  consequent  general  prosperity.  I  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  your  ex- 
cellency may  be  able  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  and  permanent  progress,  coup- 
ling your  name  with  it  in  the  history  of  your  country.  Besides  duties  connected  with 
the  Interests  of  citizens  of  Switzerland*  and  Colombia,  I  am  instructed  to  extend 
snch  aid  as  I  can  to  the  Chinese  in  this  country.  Believing  your  excellency  to  be 
actuated  by  most  humane  motives  in  respect  to  them,  I  shall  seek  an  early  occasion 
for  consnltatlon  with  your  Government,  hoping  for  results  as  advantageous  to  Pern 
as  to  the  Chinese  laborers.  It  will  be  my  pleasure  as  well  as  my  duty  to  cultivate  and 
extend  the  goo<l  relations  that  have  always  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Pern,  and  it  is  my  ambition  to  meet  with  success. 


[Incloanre  4  in  No.  94.  — Translation.] 
Reply  of  President  Iglesias. 

Mr.  Minister:  With  the  greatest  pleasure  I  receive  the  autograph  letter  that 
accredits  you  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Government  of  Peru,  which  felicitates  itself  through  me  on  the  official 
and  solemn  continuation  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  great  Republic  of  the 
north. 

After  a  war  terrible  as  unfortunate  to  our  arms,  whose  adverse  end  the  most  heroic 
sacrifices  could  not  impede,  it  is  to-day  the  groat  desire  of  my  Government  to  devote 
itself  to  the  works  of  peace,  seeking  in  them  the  fruitful  elements  of  reorganization  and 
progress.  With  these  intentions  I  shall  labor  without  ceasing  to  establish  an  honor- 
able and  patriotic  administration  that  will  consolidate  the  rule  of  democratic  insti- 
tutions and  open  a  bright  future  to  the  commerce  of  all  nations. 

I  see  with  great  satisfaction  that  you  are  authorized  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  citizens  of  Switzerland  and  of  Colombia  and  for  the  Chinese  subjects  residing  in 
this  coantry. 
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My  Goremment  takes  pleasure  to  inform  yonr  excellency  in  respect  to  the  last  that 
it  is  resolved  to  extend  to  them  the  protection  that  the  liberal  laws  of  Pern  give  to 
all  strangers  without  distinction  of  nationality. 

I  am  highly  thankful  for  the  sentiments  that  your  excellency  expresses  toward  the 
people  and  the  Government  of  Peru,  and  am  happy  to  answer  them  by  wishing  in  the 
most  fervent  manner  for  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  people  and  the  Government 
of  the  Americans,  and  that  the  relations  of  friendship  that  exist  between  onr  respective 
Governments  will  remain  nnalterable. 

Be  assured  that  all  facilities  will  be  given  you  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  mission  that 
has  been  confided  to  you,  both  as  a  representative  of  a  Republic  so  beloved  by  Pero 
and  for  the  personal  qualities  that  adorn  you. 

You  are  thus  recognized  in  your  elevated  character. 


No.  290. 

Mr.  Oihbs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  95.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Xiwa,  Peruj  May  7,  1884.     (Keceived  May  29.) 
Sir  :  The  French  miuister,  on  30ih  ultimo,  passetl  a  note  to  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  authorizing  him  to 
recognize  the  Iglesias  Government  immediately.    It  is  also  reported 
that  the  Argentine  Republic  has  recognized  this  Government,     I  sup- 
pose that  all  the  governments  of  any  imi>ortance  in  Europe  and  the 
American  continent  have  now  recognized  this  Government. 
Nothing  of  importance  in  political  matters  to  communicate  at  present. 
I  am,  &c., 

RICHARD  GIBBS. 


No.  291. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Qihhs. 

No.  l.J  Department  of  State, 

Wellington,  May  19, 1884. 

Sib  :  The  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Phelps  in  his  No.  83  to  this  Depart- 
ment, under  date  of  the  8th  of  April,  1884,  concerning  the  rupture  of 
negotiations  between  Chili  and  Bolivia,  and  the  protest  of  Bolivia 
against  the  continued  occupation  of  the  Mollendo  Puno  Railroad  by 
Chilian  forces,  are  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

Now  that  General  Iglesias  has  been  recognized,  you,  as  the  TTnited 
States  representative  to  both  Bolivia  and  Peru,  should  omit  no  discreet 
effort  to  include  Bolivia  in  the  benefits  of  whatever  good  results  in  the 
interest  of  peace  may  flow  from  the  recognition  of  General  Iglesias' 
Government. 

I  am,  &c.,  FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  292. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Gihhs. 

No.  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  May  19, 1884. 

SiE :  Mr.  Phelps'  No.  58,  and  later  dispatches,  which  you  will  find  on 
file  in  the  legation  at  Lima,  report  the  action  of  the  Peruvian  authori- 
ties in  issuing  executive  decrees  declaring  forfeited  certain  railway  and 
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other  contracts  in  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  concerned, 
and  providing  for  the  settlement  of  debts  under  such  contracts  by 
extrajudicial  means. 

It  is  thought  unnecessary  to  analyze  these  operations  in  detail,  inas- 
much as  they  rest  on  bases  which  this  Government  does  not  admit. 
This  action  assumes  to  Peru  the  right  to  dictate  a  decision  involving 
the  rights  of  citizens* of  the  United  States  in  contracts  to  which  Peru  is 
itself  a  party.  We  do  not  recognize  the  competency  of  either  party  to 
a  contract  to  void  it  at  will  anaenfoitje  penalties  on  the  other  party. 

I  have  to-day  sent  you  a  telegram  to  this  effect,  in  the  following 
words  : 

OlBBS,  MinisteVy  Lima : 

We  shoaUl  not  accept  executive  decrees  interfering  with  contract  rights  of  our  cit- 
izens wliere  Peru  is  a  party. 

FRELINGHUY8EN. 


1  am,  &c.. 


FEED'K  T.  FKELINGHUY9BK 


No.  293. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Gibbs. 

No.  4.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Wa^hingtony  May  19, 1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Phelps'  dispatch  with- 
out number,  written  at  sea,  April  29,  1884,  reporting  the  presentation 
of  letters  of  credence  to  the  President  of  Peru. 

Now  that  the  suspense  is  over,  it  is  trusted  that  events  will  prove  that 
Peru  is  ready  to  deal  with  us  on  all  points  affecting  the  relations  of 
the  two  countries,  or  the  rights  of  American  citizens. 
I  am,  &c., 

FKED'K  T.  FRELDTGHUYSEN. 


No.  294. 
Mr.  Oibbs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.! 

No.  100.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Xiwkj,  Peruy  May  21,  1884.     (Received  June  16.) 
Sir  :  In  my  dispatch.  No.  95, 1  informed  the  Department  that  France 
had  recognized  this  Government.     Since  then  the  Argentine  Republic  has 
recognized,  so  that  the  Government  of  General  Iglesias  has  been  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  principal  powers  of  America  and  Europe. 
•  *  •  •  *  •  * 

On  the  9th  instant  a  decree  was  issued  saying  that  the  time  for  for- 
bearance and  mercy  had  passed  ;  that  in  the  future  all  disturbers  of  the 
peace  would  be  severely  punished  and  chastised,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  Republic  in  such  cases. 
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On  the  same  day  another  decree  was  published  destroying  what  little 
there  was  left  of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  almost  prohibiting  any  ex- 
pression of  thought. 

A  few  days  afterward  a  decree  was  issued  starting  that  the  pecuni- 
ary resources  of  the  Government  were  in  such  a  condition  that  the 
administration  had  to  resort  to  every  manner  post^ble  toward  creating 
funds,  and  it  was  therefore  ordered  that  all  persons  should  take  out 
passports  to  travel  by  land  or  sea  within  the  dominion  of  the  Biepublic. 
A  small  amount,  20  cents  silver,  for  each  passport  to  be  collected. 

Disturbances  are  taking  place  all  over  Peru  where  neither  party  has 
full  power,  and  troops  sent  out  by  this  Government  oft^n  desert. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  some  cavalrj^  left  here  to  go  to  the  north. 
They  were  150  in  number,  and  arrived  at  Pocas  Mayo  on  the  28th  of 
the  month  mentioned.  On  the  night  of  the  1st  instant  they  mutinied ; 
ninety-threi'.  deserted,  taking  their  arms  with  them,  killing  the  senti- 
nel and  one  officer  and  severely  wounding  the  second  in  command. 

At  Huanuco,  about  180  miles  northeast  of  Lima,  the  Cacerists,  with 
a  body  of  Indians,  took  possession  of  the  place,  murdering  a  number  of 
Chinese  and  sacking  their  stores.  They  also  murdered  the  subprefect 
and  others. 

A  few  days  afterward  another  party  of  Cacerists  entered  Huancayo, 
about  120  miles  east  of  this  city,  took  peaceable  possession  of  the  town, 
and  established  their  own  authorities.  The  CaciJerists  or  Montoneros, 
as  they  are  called,  occupy  nearly  all  of  the  province  of  Ic^  on  the  coast. 
The  line  from  Mollendo  to  Peru,  on  the  south,  being  held  by  the  Chil- 
ians, all  is  quiet  there. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  whoever  acknowledges  the  treaty  made  by  Peru 
with  Chili,  whether  Caceres  or  another,  would  try  to  overthrow  the 
present  Government;  the  Chilians  would  remain  as  spectators,  and 
would  not  interfere  save  to  restrain  outbreaks  or  mob  law. 

The  Chilians  are  sending  off  their  troops  gradually,  and  have  already 
sent  artillery,  cavalry,  one  regiment  of  sappers,  and  another  of  infantry. 
The  cavalry  horses  are  being  sold  as  fast  as  possible,  and  everything 
looks  like  an  abandonment  of  the  country. 

If  any  important  changes  take  place,  I  will  report  by  cable. 
I  have,  &c., 

EICHARD  GIBBS. 


No.  295. 

Mr,  Gibbs  to  Mr.  FrelinghuyHen, 

No.  117.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  Fern,  July  9,  1884.  (Received  July  28.) 
Sir  :  I  have  now  to  inform  the  Department  of  a  very  important  move 
toward  the  pacification  of  the  Republic  made  by  President  Iglesias,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  yesterday,  which  I 
inclose;  also  translation.  I  surmise  that  General  Iglesias  has  made 
a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  has  done  the  best  thing  he  could  do  under 
the  circumstances.  The  Chilians  are  fast  evacuating  the  country,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  mouth  it  is  said  the  last  of  them  would  have  left 
Peru.  As  there  is  no  doubt  but  their  presence  kept  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  power  here  at  Lima,  the  power  of  Caceres  was  increasing,  and 
his  forces  were  slowly  and  gradually  encircling  this  capital. 
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Puga,  in  the  nortb,  had  taken  and  holds  the  port  of  Cosma.  Zamu- 
die  holds  all  of  the  province  of  lea  excepting  the  port  of  Pisco.  La 
Oolero  did  not  return  to  Ecuador,  as  reported,  but  is  near  Puno,  and 
as  soon  as  the  last  Chilian  leaves  Puno  and  Arequipa,  there  is  not  the 
least  doubt  but  the  whole  country  from  Ouzco  around  down  to  Puno, 
Arequipa,  and  Mollendo  will  pass  over  and  recognize  Caceres. 

The  pai)ers  of  last  night  i>ublish  a  correspondence  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  Caceres. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  minister  of  Government,  Senor  Osma,  di- 
rected a  communication  to  General  Caceres.  After  appealing  to  his 
patriotism  he  asks  what  are  his  wishes,  and  stating  his  (Caceres) 
desires  shall  be  granted  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  Government,  and  that  the  Government  is  disposed  to 
do  all  possible  to  avoid  further  shedding  of  blood  among  Peruvians, 
offering  if  it  is  necessary  to  go  in  person  to  have  an  interview  with 
Caceres,  stating  that  he  (Osma)  would  await  with  anxiety  so  as  to 
change  the  unhappy  position  of  Peru  to  one  of  felicity  and  prosperity. 

General  Caceres  answers  Osma's  letter  from  Huancayo  June  19th 
applauding  the  design  and  desires  of  the  minister,  and  states  that 
his  wishes  are : 

(1 )  That  General  Iglesias  make  good  his  [)romises  given  to  thecountry, 
and  in  fulfillment  of  the  treaty  made  by  him  to  demand  the  immediate 
freedom  of  the  Peruvian  territory  from  Chilian  troops. 

(2)  Name  a  new  ministry  of  persons  who  inspire  confidence  to  the 
country.  Osma  and  Colonel  Garcia  Leon,  minister  of  war,  to  remain  as 
members  of  the  cabinet. 

(3)  General  Iglesias  to  resign  his  power  to  the  ministry  so  formed. 

(4)  The  cabinet  to  proceed  to  call  elections  for  President,  Vice  presi- 
dent, and  a  Constitutional  Assembly. 

(5)  Caceres  to  accept  and  recognize  the  authority  of  said  ministry. 
Then  General  Caceres,  in  a  lengthy  document,  gave  his  reasons  for  the 

above  demands.  That  the  country,  since  the  signing  of  the  treaty  last 
October,  desired  to  be  free  of  the  hated  presence  of  a  foreign  enemy  j  that 
it  awaited  with  anxietj^  that  this  would  have  been  the  first  step  of  the 
Iglesias  Government,  but  on  the  contrary  the  Chilians  had  remained 
and  by  their  bayonets  sustained  the  actual  government  which  was  more 
or  less  a  protectorate ;  this  fact  was  degrading  after  the  great  conces- 
sions made  in  the  treaty.  A  small  circle  or  clique  had  possession  of  the 
power  of  the  nation  against  the  protest  of  the  people.  Suffrage  had 
been  suppressed,  and  the  nation  deprived  of  its  rights.  In  separating 
General  Iglesias  from  authority  in  the  Republic  it  is  natural  that  the 
new  ministry  could  call  an  election  for  a  free  expression  of  the  people. 

Caceres  proposes,^  also,  that  General  La  Puerta  could  be  called  to 
power  as  he  was  the  legitimate  vice-president  of  the  Republic  when 
Pierola  made  himself  dictator,  and  he  might  also  convoke  a  call  for 
election  under  the  rule  of  the  constitution  of  18G0.  He  also  appeals  to 
the  patriotism  of  Senor  Osma  to  assist  him  in  carrying  out  this  idea. 

This  correspondence  was  the  cause  of  the  visit  of  Armstrong  to  Ca- 
ceres, and  of  the  coming  of  the  commissioners  to  treat  with  Iglesias. 
The  propositions  direct  of  Caceres  were  not  admitted,  but  they  are  in 
fact,  and  to  a  great  extent,  conceded  in  the  proclamation  inclosed. 

Yesterday,  with  all  the  ceremony  that  is  usetl  in  these  South  Ameri- 
can republics,  the  decree  was  published  through  the  streets  convoking 
new  elections  as  follows: 

Miguel  Iglesias.  provisional  President  of  the  Republic,  says:  Considering  that  it 
is  not  necessary  that  the  provisional  regimen  should  continue  by  this  Gk>vernment, 
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which  believes  it  has  finished  the  task  imposed  on  it  when  it  accepted  the  sapreme 
command,  decrees  that  au  election  shall  be  held  for  President,  Vice-president,  depu- 
ties, and  senators,  according  to  the  const itation  of  1860.  Then  follows  the  mode  and 
mles  for  the  elections,  the  Congress  to  be  installed  December  9  of  this  year. 

The  proclamation  has  been  accepted  by  the  press  very  favorably,  and 
as  far  as  I  can  learn  has  been  very  well  received  by  the  people. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  all  parts  to  stop  all  military  operations,  and 
yesterday  a  steamer  left  for  Pisco  to  bring  back  the  troops  left  there  a 
few  days  ago,  as  reported  in  my  last  note,  and  also  orders  were  sent 
into  the  interior  to  Prefect  Mas  and  troops  to  return  to  this  city. 

Still  I  think  that  when  the  Chilians  leave,  attempts  will  be  made  to 
unseat  General  Iglesias,  as  I  doubt  the  county  waiting  until  December 
to  see  the  result  of  the  elections,  as  the  anti-Iglesias  party  are  the  most 
numerous. 

I  am,  &c., 

RICHARD  GIBBS. 


[Inchmure  in  117.— Translation.] 
PROCLAMATION  OF   GENERAL  IGLESIA8. 

Miguel  Iglesias,  Provisional  President  of  the  Republic,  to  the  nation  ; 

Fate  ma<le  me  the  instnmient  to  carry  out  the  most  difficult  and  painful  act  that  a 
soldier  with  abnegation,  who  defended  his  country  on  the  field  of  battle,  could  un- 
dertake. 

Even  when  I  proclaimed  in  the  north  the  peace  with  Chili,  I  was  not  blind  to  the 
great  obstacles  that  I  would  find  in  my  path,  foreseeing  in  the  future  rehabilitation 
and  greatness.  I  braved  the  anger  of  tnose  who  opposed  me,  and  was  not  detained 
by  the  ingratitude  of  my  cotemporaries. 

Convinced  that  peace  was  the  only  living  idea,  the  spirit  of  all  in  the  calm  hour  of 
patriotic  meditation,  and  the  only  nope  or  sentiment  whose  warmth  could  free  the 
country  covered  in  all  directions  by  smoking  ruins  and  ensanguined  bodies  of  thou- 
sands of  martyrs. 

Impulsed  by  this  saving  thought,  I  arrived  at  the  gates  of  this  capital  surrounded 
by  noble  and  willing  companions.  I  signed  the  peace  of  Ancon,  thereby  realizing  my 
most  vehement  desire,  which  months  previous  was  considered  by  many  as  an  act  of 
lunacy,  and  by  others  as  a  page  of  shame  in  the  national  history. 

But  in  spite  of  all  passions  tne  fiag,  the  symbol  of  our  autonomy,  waved  in  the  Pe- 
ruvian metropolis,  and  at  that  moment  of  ineffable  joy  and  pleasing  hopes  I  was  grat- 
ified at  the  work  of  abnegation  and  sacrifice  that  I  had  passed,  and  from  that  time  I 
awaited  calmly  the  verdict  of  posterity.  More,  after  finishing  the  heavy  task  to  re- 
place the  clash  of  arms  by  the  beneficial  action  of  labor,  to  return  to  the  fields  the  men 
who  were  occupied  in  the  war.  Another  task  more  arduous,  another  object  more  no- 
ble was  called  to  perfect  the  undertaking  which  was  reaching  its  terminus,  occupied 
all  the  attention  of  my  thoughts  and  strength  of  activity. 

What  did  the  Republic  gain  by  international  peace  and  the  freedom  of  its  territory, 
if  the  blind  hate  of  partisanship  would  again  cover  the  soil  with  blood  and  drive  away 
for  many  years  of  disastrous  agony  a  future  of  happiness  and  progress  t 

Then  it  was  necessary  to  consolidate  the  harmony  of  the  Peruvian  family,  to  give  a 
high  example  of  disinterestedness  and  political  abnegation,  founding  at  the  same  time 
an  administration  whose  acts  the  country  can  judge. 

Fellow-citizens,  if  I  have  continued  in  this  position,  having  accepted  the  power 
that  the  constituent  assembly  trusted  to  me,  I  did  so  because  I  did  not  consider  it 
impossible  to  crown  the  noble  mission  which  I  assumed  in  the  bitter  hours  of  pro- 
found despair  believing,  that  as  I  had  put  an  end  to  the  foreign  war  under  the  con- 
ditions the  least  onerous  in  such  difficult  moments,  I  might  bring  back  to  the  country 
the  order  and  stability  of  its  institutions. 

People  of  Peru,  although  not  a  single  protesting  act  has  been  formed  against  my 
Government,  although  I  possess  ample  and  powerful  elements  offeree,  I  will  sacrifice 
all  for  conciliation. 

I  will  leave  the  political  stage  resolutely  and  irrevocably,  and  from  this  day  forward, 
under  the  protection  of  the  constitution  of  1860,  which  I  declare  to  be  in  force,  yon 
may  remain  tranquil,  and  in  electoral  combat  you  can  name  the  citizeu  who  will  re- 
place me. 
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When  that  is  done,  and  I  deliver  to  your  represeutatives  the  power  that  I  hold,  I 
will  retire  to  my  home  with  the  tranqail  spirit  that  accompanies  the  man  who  has 
fulfilled  his  daties  as  a  soldier  and  as  an  executive. 

This  will  be  the  last  act  of  my  political  life,  and  thus  believe  I  have  answered  the 
confidence  that  I  received  from  the  nation. 

If  my  abnegation  is  not  sufficient  to  strengthen  the  foundations  of  peace,  yours  will 
be  the  blame,  if  you  do  not  know  whom  to  elect  with  coolness  as  the  person  worthy 
of  directing  your  destiny. 

Compatriots,  I  promise  you  by  the  word  of  a  gentleman  and  soldier  you  shall  have 
all  the  liberty  conceded  by  the  law  to  exercise  that  most  precious  right  a  free  people 
can  have,  the  right  of  snnrage. 

The  public  force  shall  be  no  obstacle,  only  a  worthy  assistant  to  the  free  expression 
of  your  will,  and  my  complet-e  and  irrevocable  renouncement  of  the  election  is  one 
more  pledge  of  the  loyalty  of  my  intentions. 

People  of  Peru,  never  forget  that  respect  to  law  and  authority  is  the  first  base  of 
the  greatness  of  nations.  Divided  in  the  past,  wo  could  not  obtain  victory  on  the 
battle-field.  Occupied  to-day  in  fratricidal  struggles,  spilling  precious  blood  not  shed 
bj  a  foreign  enemy,  each  day  weaker,  we  will  see  theR  epublio  humiliated  by  ^the 
odious  tyranny  of  disorder  and  an  easy  prey  to  foreign  ambition. 

To  improve  the  realization  of  this  scene  of  destruction  and  shame  is  what9has 
obliged  me  to  take  the  step  which  I  now  inform  you  of.  I  expect  the  assistance  of 
all  to  put  in  practice  this  unity  which  is  the  salvation  of  Pern. 

I  gave  you  external  peace,  and  to-day,  sacrificing  all  that  to  me  is  personal,  I  lay 
the  foundation  for  internal  peace. 
Your  compatriot  and  friend, 

MIGUEL  IGLESIAS. 


No.  286. 
Mr,  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuystn, 

[Extract.] 

No.  129.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jytwa,  Peru^  August  20,  1884.    (Received  September  16.) 

SiE:  •  •  *  A  decided  chauge  in  policy  has  arisen,  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  Civil  party  having  been  banished  from  Lima,  and 
strict  regulations  are  now  enforced,  the  people  being  interdicted  from 
appearing  upon  the  streets  after  certain  hours,  &c. 

Meanwhile  General  Caceres,  who  occupies  about  all  the  ports  and 
territory  of  Peru,  is  reported  encamped  in  an  apparent  state  of  inactiv- 
ity at  a  station  upon  the  Oroya  railway,  not  distant  from  Lima,  his 
outposts  coming  to  within  8  miles  of  the  city.  His  force  of  disciplined 
troofiB  is  variously  rei)orted  at  from  1,200  to  4,000  men,  accompanied  by 
a  large  number  of  irregularly  and  insufficiently  armed  Indians.  The 
maintenance  of  this  force  in  a  mountain  defile  must  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult. 

All  attack  is  daily  looked  for,  but  I  question  if  the  Government  itself 
is  very  well  informed  as  to  the  strength  or  movements  of  its  enemy.  It 
was  proposed  through  the  commission  before  referred  to,  that  Caceres 
should  nominate  the  prefects  of  the  departments,  the  appointments  to 
be  made  by  Iglesias;  that  the  Lima" cabinet  should  be  arranged  satis- 
factonly  for  Caceres,  and,  finally,  that  Iglesias  would  not  become  a  can- 
didate for  election  to  the  Presidency.  The  field  was  thus  to  be  left  free 
for  the  election  of  Caceres,  who  was  to  retire  to  the  interior  and  peace- 
ably await  the  event,  the  hope  being  that  bloodshed  and  civil  war  might 
thus  be  avoided. 

These  proposals  were  declined  by  Caceres  upon  an  apparently  insuffi- 
cient pretext,  an  act  that  has  deprived  him  of  many  supporters  and 
admirers.    His  motives  are  not  comprehended,  as  it  was  clearly  not 
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practicable  for  Iglesias  to  offer  him  anything  more,  except  by  an  abso- 
lute abdication  in  his  favor  of  the  office  of  President. 

The  delay  in  attack  by  Caceres  has  been  as  advantageous  to  the  Qov- 
ernment  as  injurious  to  his  interests. 

A  dash  at  the  outset  would  have  given  him  the  citj'  with  little  re- 
sistance, but  now  the  Government  feels  that  it  has  gained  much  in 
strength  in  its  armed  force  as  well  as  in  popular  support.  It  has,  as 
claimed,  4,500  well-armed  and,  what  is  of  as  much  consequence,  well- 
paid  troops. 

It  is  reported  that  the  people  of  Arequipa  have  revolted  and  received 
a  representative  of  Caceres  in  place  of  the  Government  prefect,  driven 
out.  Mollendo  has  declared  for  Caceres,  and  Puno  had  already  done 
so;  consequently  all  the  south  of  Peru,  as  well  as  the  north  and  central 
sections,  is  in  the  control  of  that  chief,  and  Iglesias  is  confined  prac- 
tically to  the  limit  of  Lima  and  Callao  and  their  vicinity. 
I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  297. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  132.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Xima,  Peru^  September  2,  1884.    (Received  September  27.) 

Sir:  In  my  No,  129  was  given  the  condition  of  affairs  as  understood 
on  the  20th  of  August. 

The  then  reported  revolt  at  Arequipa  was  confirmed,  and  it  is  stated 
the  troops  dispersed,  taking  their  arms.  This  event  completed  the  con- 
trol of  Caceres  over  all  Peru  except  Lima,  Callao,  and  their  vicinities. 
Meanwhile  he  was  in  the  valley  of-  the  Rimac,  a  few  miles  above  Lima. 

Several  minor  engagements  occurred  between  his  irregular  (Monto- 
neros)  forces  and  the  Government  troops  during  the  intervening  days 
to  the  time  of  the  attack  on  this  city,  resulting  in  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  northern  side,  and  in  consequence  the 
attack  from  the  opposite  side  was  a  complete  surprise. 

It  appears  that  Caceres  left  his  position  on  the  Rimac  at  a  statipi  on 
the  Oroya  Railroad  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  one  thousand  or 
thereabouts  being  trained  and  experienced  troops. 

Crossing  the  mountains  to  the  southward,  he  entered  the  plain  upon 
that  side  of  Lima,  intending  to  pass  between  the  city  and  Miraflores, 
en  route  to  attack  Callao.  In  the  darkness  of  a  foggy  and  misty  night, 
so  frequent  at  this  season,  his  guides  became  confused  in  the  various 
roads  early  in  the  evening,  and  the  force,  already  weary  with  long 
marching  and  want  of  food,  wandered  about  until  midnight,  with  the 
result  that  about  3  a.  m.  it  came  in  collision  with  a  picket  guard  of  the 
Government  stationed  in  the  outskirts  of  the  capital. 

The  attempt  to  surprise  Callao  was  necessarily  abandoned,  and  the 
attack  was  perforce  turned  upon  Lima. 

The  cuartel  of  San  Guadalupe  was  captured,  and  by  6  a.  m.  the 
streets  of  Lima  had  become  the  scene  of  a  desultory  fight  and  the  firing 
had  become  general,  a  number  of  bullets  striking  or  entering  the  lega- 
tion house. 
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There  was  apparently  no  organized  and  studied  plan  of  operations. 
Greneral  Caceres  unquestionably  had  been  persuaded  that  he  had  but  to 
make  the  attack  to  have  the  Government  troops  passing  over  to  his  side 
and  to  find  himslef  fortified  by  an  uprising  of  the  pueblo.  He  had  been 
advised  that  all  was  prepared,  and  importuned  to  come  to  Lima. 

There  was  no  popular  movement  in  his  favor,  and  the  Government 
troops  did  not  pass  over  to  his  support. 

It  was  apparent  that  had  he  made  the  Government  house,  or  so-called 
palace,  his  sole  object  of  attack,  and  had  he  entered  with  scaling  ladders 
and  a  force  assigned  to  the  assault,  he  would  have  carried  the  place, 
captured  the  President,  his  cabinet  and  officers,  and  become  master  of 
aU  Peru  without  a  loss  in  men  as  great  as  that,  experienced.  At  8 
o'clock  he  was  in  possession  of  the  larger  part  of  the  city,  but  his  fail- 
ure was  already  manifest,  for  his  men  were  moving  about  without  con- 
cert of  action  or  intelligent  leadership. 

•  •••••• 

Caceres  himself  was  but  a  short  time  in  the  city.  He  had  been  quick 
to  discover  the  want  of  popular  support  and  of  disloyalty  in  the  Gov- 
ernment troops,  and,  accompanied  by  a  small  escort,  went  by  way  of 
Lima  back  to  the  mountains.  His  people,  except  those  who  occupied 
church  towers,  had  left  the  city  by  noon.  The  Government  troops, 
taking  courage,  followed  them  to  the  suburbs,  making  many  prisoners. 

All  of  Caceres'  troops  became  scattered  and  routed.  Exhausted  from 
fatigue  and  hunger,  they  were  incapable  of  an  organized  retreat,  or  in- 
deed of  further  efforts,  and  this,  more  than  the  opposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment forces,  led  to  the  disaster.  The  people  in  the  church  towers 
resisted  till  2  p.  m.,  then  sunendering. 

Caceres  is  said  to  have  gone,  with  a  small  force  retained  at  his  former 
position  on  the  Oroya  Eailroad,  over  the  Cordillera  to  Tarma,  and,  it  is 
presumed,  will  reach  Arequipa  as  quickly  as  possible.  Once  there  he 
will  be  in  command  of  men  and  of  resources.  Meanwhile  the  Govern- 
ment has  dispatched  two  steamers  with  troops  to  the  south,  possibly  to 
Mollendo. 

The  explanation  of  this  turn  of  events  is  to  be  mainly  found  in  the 
support  given  by  Pierola  to  Iglesias.  The  ex-dictator  has  great  influ- 
ence with  the  lower  classes  of  Lima,  this  being  the  order  relied  upon 
in  aid  of  revolutionary  outbreaks. 

Had  Caceres  pushed  on  to  Lima,  continuing  to  closely  follow  up  the 
Chilians  as  they  left  the  line  of  the  Oroya  Railroad  to  embark  for  home, 
he  would  have  had  little  to  contend  with  in  Lima.  The  delay  gave  time 
to  perfect  the  accord  with  Pierola  and  to  strengthen  the  Government, 
as  well  as  to  banish  the  most  influential  of  Caceres'  adherents. 

It  is  difficult  to  form  conclusions  as  to  what  is  likely  to  result  from 
this  triumph  of  Iglesias,  but  it  might  naturally  be  expected  to  lead  to 
a  protracted  civil  war  were  it  not  for  the  uncertainties  arising  in  the 
intrusion  of  Pierola  into  the  problem. 

The  plans  of  that  clever  leader  must  be  understood  as  a  basis  for 
judgment,  and  of  these  the  public  knows  very  little  indeed. 

The  Government,  however,  has  already  entered  upon  a  course  of  fines 
and  imprisonment  not  likely  to  conduce  to  harmony,  or  peace,  or  con- 
fidence, or  even  to  a  permanent  government. 

The  city  and  surrounding  country  have  been  orderly  and  quiet  since 
the  day  ofthe  fight,  but  apprehension  and  sadness  and  stagnation  have 
full  possession. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 
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Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  136.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  September  10, 1884.    (Received  October  9.) 
Sib  :  The  Ooyernment,  since  its  triamph  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  ap- 
parently been  gaining  in  strength  and  in  adherents. 

The  Government  is  now  in  possession  of  lea.  The  port  of  MoUendo 
is  closed  to  shipping  by  order,  and  the  English  steamship  company, 
about  the  only  shipowners  in  interest,  submit  to  the  paper  blockade. 
-  As  the  Government  exercises  a  rigid  scrutiny  of  cablegrams,  no  news 
from  Arequipa  can  reach  us,  Molleudo  being  closed,  and  we  know  noth- 
ing of  what  is  being  done  in  that  stronghold  of  Caceres.  A  storv  was 
in  circulation  that  the  general  is  lying  dangerously  sick  at  a  hacienda 
in  the  interior,  but  it  is  probably  false. 

Fifteen  hundred  troops,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  have 
gone  by  sea  to  the  north  to  pacify — using  the  expression  common  here — 
that  section  of  the  country ;  in  other  words,  to  depose  Dr.  Paga  and 
establish  the  power  of  the  Government. 

Troops  have  also  gone  to  Junin,  m  the  interior,  from  here. 

A  strict  censorship  of  the  press  completely  cuts  off  information  from 
the  public,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  late  of  events  outside  of  Lima,  or,  at 
least,  nothing  which  the  Government  does  not  wish  should  be  known. 

What  must  be  regarded  as  accidental,  or,  perhaps,  more  correctly,  as 
a  success  due  purely  to  want  of  intelligent  command  in  General  Caceres 
on  the  27th  of  July,  has  apparently  greatly  changed  the  face  of  affkirs 
over  the  larger  part  of  Peru.  We  can  only  hope  as  yet  that  it  has  been 
for  the  best. 

I  have,  &c.,  /  S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  299. 

Mr,  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  138.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Liniay  PerUj  September  17,  1884.    (Eeceived  October  14.) 

SiB:  The  Government  has  so  far  fully  succeeded  in  preventing  in- 
formation of  its  military  operations  and  political  acts,  away  from  the 
capital,  from  reaching  the  public.  Two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the 
force  went  north,  and  nothing  is  so  far  known  of  its  operations.  The 
censorship  of  the  press  is  closely  maintained. 

I  had  intbrmation  from  Arequipa  indirectly  a  few  days  since.  Up  to 
that  date  all  was  quiet  and  business  entirely  arrested  by  the  stoppage 
of  commerce  at  Mollendo,  which  port  is  still  subject  to  a  paper  blockade. 

Caceres,  it  is  supposed,  is  now  there. 

In  Lima  all  remains  quiet  and  orderly,  but  all  its  industries,  like 
those  of  all  Peru,  are  prostrated,  and  seemingly  not  soon  to  Im9  re- 
established. 

1  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHBLPa 
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No.  300. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  139.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Idmaj  Peru^  September  24,  1884.    (Received  October  14.) 

Sib  :  Since  my  last  communication  the  Government  has  largely  con- 
cealed its  doings  from  the  public.  Soldiers  in  some  force  have  been  sent 
over  the  mountains  in  the  direction  of  Huancayo,  where,  as  I  learn 
from  an  American  recently  arrived,  there  were  800  very  well-armed 
and  disciplined  troops  of  Caceres,  being  a  reserve  force  not  engaged  in 
the  fight  in  this  city  on  July  27.  No  doubt  the  existence  of  that 
force  accounts  for  the  activity  in  sending  men  in  that  direction. 
!!;  On  the  6th  of  September  Caceres,  being  at  Ayacucho,  issued  a  proc- 
lamation stating  his  purpose  to  continue  war  against  Iglesias ;  says  he 
will  be  at  the  head  of  a  respectable  army  in  Arequipa,  and  will  renew 
the  war  from  thence.  He  must  be  a  man  of  some  power  since  all  ^rho 
come  in  contact  with  him  believe  in  his  capability  and  destiny.  I  notice 
thisjn  case  of  the  foreigners  employed  on  the  trains  captured  by 
Caceres. 

In  the  north  it  is  said  Puga  is  prepared  to  resist  the  Government 
force,  but  our  knowledge  in  that  regard  is  meager. 

In  Lima  and  vicinity  quiet  and  peace  reign,  except  for  suspects  and 
those  against  whom  the  Government  gets  information,  but  confidence 
does  not  increase  and  hopes  for  the  future  do  not  brighten. 
I  have,  &c.. 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  301. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  146.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Xi'ma,  Peru^  October  1, 1884.    (Keceived  October  27.) 

Sib  :  The  political  situation  has  not  changed  materially  since  the  24th 
ultimo. 

The  Government  forces  in  the  north,  it  is  reporte<l,  have  suffered  re- 
verses at  Pocasmayo,  and  Dr.  Puga  is  out  with  a  proclamation  setting 
forth  his  purpose  to  defend  Trujillo  and  maintain  the  Caceres  standard 
in  the  north. 

From  trustworthy  sources  it  is  learned  that  Puga  has  cast  field  guns 
from  church  bells,  and  otherwise  prepared  for  the  attack  upon  Trujillo, 
and  that  he  has  from  1,200  to  1,500  armed  men.  There  are  reports  of 
the  defeat  of  a  second  force  of  Government  troops  sent  to  Pacasmayo. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  announced  that  the  troops  will  march  against 
Puga  at  once. 

Much  for  the  future  of  the  Iglesias  Government  will  depend  upon  the 
issue  of  the  fight. 

At  Puno  the  commander  of  the  Government  forces,  in  emulation  of 
like  doings  at  lea  and  other  places  occupied,  has  levied  military  fines 
upon  all  persons  sympathizing,  or  supposed  jbo  sympathize,  with  Gaceres, 
and  who  have  property,  the  fines  being  in  varied  amounts  per  individ- 
ual, up  to  20,000  silver  soles. 

Mr.  Clark,  consular  agent  at  Puno,  has  been  fearftil  of  an  assessment 
upon  him.    The  people  of  Trcyillo  are  reported  to  have  been  firmly 
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united  for  the  defense  of  tbeir  city  under  Puga  in  consequence  of  these 
military  persecutions  by  Government  troops  at  other  pl.aces  and  the  fear 
of  heavy  exactions  upon  them  should  the  Government  obtain  posses- 
sion. 

It  is  also  said  that  Caceres  has  been  enthusiastically  received  at  Are- 
quipa,  and  that  1,800  armed  men  awaited  his  arrival. 

Wherever  the  Government  trooi)8  are  in  well-established  possession 
there  order  exists,  although  coupled  with  something  like  terrorism. 
I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  302. 

}fr.  Phelps  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

Ko.*148.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima,  PerUj  October  G,  1884.  (Received  November  4.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  report  by  the 
consular  agent  at  Pacasmayo  of  the  murder,  by  a  soldier  of  the  Iglesias 
Government,  of  Owen  Young,  an  American  citizen,  at  the  hacienda  of 
"Tecapa,"  and  of  my  letter  to  the  nnnister  of  foreign  affairs  regarding 
the  same.    •     *     • 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  S.  L.  PHELPS. 


[Inclosnre  1  in  No.  148.] 

Mr.  Kanffman  to  Mr.  Phelps. 

United  States  Consular  Agency, 

FacasmayOf  September  30,  1884. 

Sir  :  The  object  of  the  present  letter  is  to  inform  you  of  a  circomstance  that  oc- 
curred in  this  vicinity,  and  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Owen  Toung,  an  American  citizen,  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

During  the  late  movements  of  the  forces  of  the  Iglesias  Grovemment  and  the  Men- 
toneros,  under  command,  or  in  the  interest,  of  Puga,  the  Montoneros  made  their  ren- 
dezvous in  the  hacienda  "Tecapa,"  where  the  deceased  has  been  living  for  a  number 
of  vears  past  in  a  little  house  belonging  to  himself,  in  a  field  some  distance  from  the 
buildings  of  the  plantation  and  near  the  railway.  The  deceased  was  eDg^aged  in 
planting  rice,  com,  and  having,  also,  contracts  for  supplying  wood  for  the  use  of  the 
Pacasmayo  RaUway. 

On  September  27  a  skirmish  took  place  between  the  troops  of  Iglesias  and  the  Mon- 
toueros  at  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  from  the  house  of  the  deceased.  The  Mon- 
toneros  were  forced  to  retire,  and  retreated  in  the  direction  of  and  passing  the  house 
of  Young.  When  the  troops  of  Iglesias  came  to  the  house  they  commenced  beating 
a  Chinaman  servant  of  Mr.  Young,  who  then  came  out  of  his  house  and  remonstratea 
with  the  soldiers,  saying  that  the  Chinaman  was  his  servant  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Moutoneros.  A  soldier  on  horseback  then  addressed  Youufl^,  saying  in  efiect 
that  ^e  had  consented  to  the  Moutoneros  being  in  that  vioinitg  andwasasiad  at  anp  of^em. 
Without  awaiting  any  reply  and  without  any  act  of  resistance  or  hostility  on  the  part 
of  Young,  the  soldier  shot  him  through  the  chest,  causing  instant  death. 

The  persons  who  witnessed  the  act  are  the  following :  Acha  (Chinaman),  Santi- 
ago Marching,  Manuel  Coutreras,  Jos^  Arroyo,  Pedro  Ascurra,  Paula  Huanil»,  Angel 
Pairasaman,  Francisco  Ascurra,  and  Miguel  Espinoza,  and  all  of  them  are  ready  and 
willing -to  testify  to  the  facts  as  substantially  stated  by  me. 

Mr.  Young  was  an  honest,  peaceable,  industrious  man,  respected  and  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him.    He  has  lived  in  Peru  a  number  of  years,  and  leaves  two  children, 
now  grown  up ;  also  some  property.    At  the  time  he  was  shot  the  American  ^Skg  wis 
hoisted  over  his  little  house,  to  indicate  his  neutrality. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  H.  KAUFFMAN. 
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tlnoUwnre  2  in  Ko.  148.] 

Mr,  Phelps  to  Mr,  Urruiia, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Uma,  Peru,  October  6,  1884. 
Sir  :  From  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  report  received  from  the  United  States  consular 
agent  at    Pacasmayo,  your  excellency  will  learn  of  the  particnlars  attending  the 
murder,  at  the  hacienda  of  "  Tecapa/'  of  Owen   Young,  an  American  citizen,  by  a 
soldier  of  the  Government  of  Peru. 

The  ciroumstances,  as  detailed,  show  it  to  have  been  a  most  cruel  and  barbarous 
murder,  and  aggravated  in  character  by  the  fact  that  the  American  flag  was  flying 
over  the  house  in  front  of  which  the  crime  was  committed,  testifying  to  the  nation- 
ality and  right  of  protection  of  the  murdered  man. 

The  witnesses,  whose  names  are  given,  are  ample  in  number,  and  are  Peruvians 
and  foreigners. 

It  becomes  my  duty  respectfully  to  request  that  your  excellency's  Government  will 
promptly  direct  an  immediate  and  full  investigation  of  the  case  to  be  madt>,  to  the 
end  that  the  soldier  guiltv  of  the  crime  may  meet  quick  punishment  and  the  family 
of  the  murdered  man  receive  just  ice  at  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
I  avail,  &c., 

8.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  303. 

Mr,  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  149.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  PerUj  October  9, 1884.    (Received  November  4.) 

Sib:  The  GovernmeDt  is  expecting  information  to-day  or  tomorrow 
of  the  result  of  the  movement  of  its  forces  against  Trujillo,  where 
the  Caceriatos  have  been  awaiting  attack,  bat  they  had  meanwhile 
revolted  against  Dr.  Puga,  deposing  him,  and  calling  one  Elias  to 
the  chief  command.  This  is  said  to  have  strengthened  them  with  the 
people  of  Trujillo,  who  had  become  greatly'  dissatisfied  with  Puga  while 
opposed  to  this  Government  and  in  entire  sympathy  with  Gaceres.  Elias 
is  one  of  the  men  recently  banished  by  the  Government  from  Lima. 
He  is  said  to  have  1,600  men  with  few  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  the 
Government  1,800  men  with  abundance  of  supplies. 

Beyond  the  fact  that  Caceres  had  reached  Arequipa  and  had  been 
well  received  we  have  little  intelligence  from  the  south  of  Peru. 

The  cloi^ng  of  the  port  of  Mollendo  is  still  effective,  but  the  mer- 
chants there  have  published  a  protest. 

Constant  accounts  of  pillaging,  robberies,  murders,  and  other  atro- 
cities reach  us  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  but  Lima  and  vicinity 
are  perfectly  quiet  and  orderly. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  304. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No  154.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  Peru,  October  22, 1884.    (Received  November  15.) 
Sib  :  The  movements  of  the  Government  forces  in  the  north  of  Peru 
culminated  on  the  10th  instant  in  the  capture  of  Triyillo,  about  five 
hundred  of  the  combatants  having  been  killed  and  wounded.    Repulsed 
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io  the  first  attack  the  commander  of  the  Government  troops^  Lorenzo 
Iglesias,  brother  of  the  President,  appears,  beyond  doubt,  to  have  en- 
conraged  his  men  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  10th  instant  by  a  promise 
of  several  hours'  of  pillage,  and  the  city  was  the  scene  of  destmctioD 
and  plunder  accordingly.  An  American  citizen,  robbed  of  money,  in  his 
claim  refers,  as  a  witness  of  the  act,  to  the  commander  of  regiment  No. 
9,  to  whom  appeal  for  protection  was  made.  There  was  a  small  fight 
at  Chiclayo  last  week.  Puga,  who  was  deposed  by  his  oflSoers  from  the 
command  at  Trujillo  and  was  thought  to  have  fled  the  country,  now 
turns  up  in  the  interior  in  command  of  four  hundred  men.  There  are 
other  people  in  arms,  but  mostly  are  to  be  regarded  as  marauding 
bands,  hostile  to  peace  and  government.  In  the  interior  it  would  seem 
that  the  Government  is  extending  its  limits  of  control,  although  bands 
of  armed  men  spring  up  in  unaccountable  ways  in  every  direction.  A 
commission  has  gone,  or  is  to  go,  south,  ostensibly  to  treat  with  Gaceres, 
the  Government  being  wholly  unequal  to  an  attack  upon  him  at  Are- 
quipa.  It  is  altogether  probable  the  purpose  of  the  commission  is  quite 
as  much  to  discover  and  to  foment  dissensions  in  that  section  as  to  pro- 
pose terms  for  a  settlement  of  the  unhappy  strife  in  the  country.  We 
are  favored  with  long  lists  of  fines  imposed  by  the  military  commanders 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  towns  occupied,  and  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  a  Government  without  an  influential  following  in  the  country— 
without  popularity  or  public  confidence,  supported  largely  by  the  re- 
cent national  enemy  in  supplies  of  arms,  clothing,  munitions,  &c.,  and 
enabled  to  maintain  itself  through  the  general  prostration,  is  pursuing 
a  risky  course  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  the  consolidation  of  its 
power.  The  events  of  Trujillo  have  unquestionably  produced  a  most 
unfavorable  impression  in  the  country  and  weakened  the  Government 
I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  305. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  165.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Idma,  PerUj  October  29,  1884.    (Received  November  25.) 

Sir  :  Inclosed  is  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  affidavits  of  the  per- 
sons who  witnessed  the  murder  of  Owen  Young. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  assured  me  that  the  matter  wfll 
receive  prompt  attention  by  the  official  near  the  sdene  of  the  act. 
I  have,  &c. 

S.  L.  PHELPa 


llncloenre  in  No.  165— TrmnaUtioD.] 

In  the  Hacienda  op  Tbcapa,  October  13,  18S4. 

We^  (Afiiatico)  Achli,  Santiago  Marchen^,  MaDuel  Contreras,  Jos^  Arroyo,  Pedro 
Ascurra,  Paula  Haanila,  Angel  Pairasamau,  Francisco  Ascarra,  and  Miffael  Espinoea 
declare,  that  we  were  present  in  that  part  of  the  hacienda  Tecapa,  Known  as  the 
rancho  of  Mr.  Yoong,  on  the  27th  of  the  month  of  September  of  the  present  rear  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four,  during  the  encounter  at  arms  which  toc^ 
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place  at  that  hacienda  hetween  the  MoDtoneros,  or  revolntionista,  and  the  forces  of  the 
Government  of  Lima. 

We  declare  that  after  the  rout  and  flight  of  the  Montoneros  we  saw  the  late  Don 
Owen  Young  alive  and  well,  and  that  on  the  arrival  of  some  soldiers  of  the  Govern- 
ment force  at  the  house  or  raucho  of  said  gentleman,  they  commenced  to  maltreat  the 
Asiatic  Ach^,  servant  of  Mr.  Yonng^  and  when  said  Young  said  to  them  **  thejr  ou^ht 
not  to  maltreat  his  servant/'  one  or  the  soldiers  of  cavalry  ^ave  him  a  shot  Irom  nis 
rifle:  the  hall  entered  the  breast  of  Mr.  Young  and  killed  him  instantly. 

We  declare,  that  the  late  Don  Owen  Young  gave  no  cause  whatever,  neither  by 
set  nor  word,  by  which  the  soldier  might  have  been  provoked  to  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner he  did. 

Moreover,  the  late  Young  had  at  the  instant  hoisted  above  his  rancho  an  American 
flag,  a  sign  that  he  was  neutral  and  was  not  taking  part  with  either  one  of  the  con- 
tending parties. 

We  swear,  by  the  sign  of  the  Holy  Cro|s  and  in  the  name  of  God,  who  will  Judge 
OS,  that  this  declaration  is  true  in  all  its  parts. 

ACHi. 
.      SANTIAGO  MARCHENA. 
ANGEL  PAIRA8AMAN. 
r  MIGUEL  ESPINOSA. 
Witnesses—  FRANCISO  A8CURRA. 

Franc'o  J.  Oyanguren.  j  PEDRO  ASCURRA. 

Jorge  Young.  ]  PAULA  HUANILA. 

B.  MORANTE.  I  JOSfi  ARROYO. 

I  MANUEL  CONTRERAS. 


I,  B.  H.  Kauffman,  United  States  consular  agent  for  Pacasmayo,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  declaration  duly  made  under  oath  before  me  by  Ach^  (Chinese), 
Santiago  Marchena,  Angel  Pairasaman,  Miguel  Espinosa,  Francisco  Ascurra,  Pedro 
Ascurra,  Paula  Huanila,  Jos^  Arroyo  and  Blanuel  Contreras,  referring  to  manner  of 
death  or  Owen  Young,  was  made  and  signed  at  the  free  will  of  the  parties  named, 
each  having  taken  oath  before  me  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  therein  contained, 
at  the  place  and  date  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflQxed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
Pacasmayo,  Pern,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty- four. 

[SEAL.!  B.  H.  KAUFFMAN, 

Consular  Agent, 


No.  306. 
Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract  1 

No.  175.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Limaj  PerUj  November  17, 1884.    (Received  December  16.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  iuclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  relating  to  the  murderer  of  Owen  Young. 

No  apparent  effort  has  been  made  to  apprehend  him  after  a  lapse  of 
seven  weeks,  the  man  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  in  the  north,  ind 
within  the  reach  of  the  authorities  at  any  moment. 

A  reminder  indicative  of  a  purpose  to  insist  upon  the  apprehension 
of  the  guilty  party  has  seemed  to  me  necessary  under  the  circumstances. 
#  #   .  •  •  #  •  # 

1  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 
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[IndoMire  In  No.  175.] 

Mr,  Phelpi  to  Mr,  UrruHa, 

,  Legation  of  the  Unitkd  Statks, 

Lima,  Peru,  November  14,  It^. 

Sir  :  On  the  6th  nltimo  I  had  the  honor  to  address  yonr  exoelleooy  respeoting  the 
murder,  at  the  hacienda  of  Teoapa,  of  Ovreu  Yoang,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  soldier  of  the  Government  of  Pern. 

It  would  have  given  great  satisfaction  to  my  Government  could  I  have  reported 
that  a  prompt  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  murderer  had  been  secured  by  the 
Government  of  Peru,  and  I  have  been  anxiously  anticipating  intelligence  of  that  char- 
acter from  your  excellency. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  ths  case. 

There  are  soldiers,  and  probably  officers,  who  saw  the  deed  done,  while  the  sub- 
prefect  at  Pacasmayo  was  informed  by  our  consular  agent  of  a  person  who  knew  the 
oulprit.  • 

It  is  a  painful  but  imperative  duty  to  press  this  matter  upon  your  excellency's 
attention,  and  I  now  do  so  in  the  hope  that  prompt  intelligence  may  be  given  me 
that  the  murderer  has  been  apprehended,  triecl,  convicted,  and  executed. 
I  beg,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


No.  307. 

Mr.  Phelps  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

Uo.  181.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lima^  PerUy  December  1, 1884.    (Eteceived  December  25.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yoa  a  letter  and  translation  from 
his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  reference  to  the  kill- 
ing of  Mr.  Owen  Yoang,  an  American  citizen,  at  the  hacienda  of  Tecapa 
at  Pacasmayo. 

His  excellency  mentions  that  orders  have  been  given  for  the  prompt 
trial  and  conviction  of  the  soldier  who  committed  the  deed. 
1  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  received  from  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  a  commnnication  in  reference  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Owen 
Young,  which  I  inclose  with  translation. 


[Inolosare  1  in  No.  181.— Tranalfttion.  1 

Mr,  VrruHa  to  Mr.  Phelps, 

Ministry  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
•  LifM,  November  22,  1884. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoar  esteemed  letter  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your 
excellency  that  I  have  given  the  most  peremptory  and  effeotoal  orders  to  bring  to 
trial  and  daly  pnuish  the  soldier  who,  according  to  the  information  given  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  Pacasmayo,  assassinated  Mr.  Owen  Yonng,  an  Amertoan 
citizen,  on  the  farm  of '' Tecapa/'  in  the  department  of  Caxamaroa. 

When  information  has  been  received  of  the  arrest  and  submittal  to  trial  of  the  delin- 
quent, I  shall  be  happy  to  inform  your  excellency  of  the  same. 
I  take  this  opportunity,  &^c., 

BALTAZAR  GARCIA  URRUTIA. 
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IlnoloMire  2  in  Ko.  IBl TnniUtion.] 

Mr,  Urrutia  io  Mr,  Phelp$. 

Ministry  for  Forkion  Affairs, 

Lima,  December  1, 1884. 
Sir  :  The  mioister  of  justice  has  addressed  me,  under  date  of  28th  NoTember  last, 
the  official  commonicatioD  which  follows : 

"A  copy  of  the  official  commuoication  of  your  excellency,  dated  the  26th  of  the 
present  month,  requesting  that  yon  may  be  informed  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
Jadicial  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  assassination  of  the  citizen  of  North  America, 
u,  Owen  Young,  which  took  place  at  the  hacienda  of  *Tecapa,'  and  also  respecting 
the  making  of  an  inyentory  of  the  efiects  of  the  deceased,  has  been  sent  to  the 
sunerior  court  of  the  district  of  Libertad  and  Lambayeque,  and  directly  to  the 
judge  of  first  instance  of  the  province  of  Pacasmayo,  in  order  that  on  the  return  of 
the  steamer  the  data  asked  for  may  be  remitted." 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  excellency  in  reply  to  your  esteemed 
communication  dated  the  14th  of  NoYember  last. 
I  take  advantage,  Ac, 

BALTAZAE  GARCIA  URRUTIA. 


PORTUGAL. 

No.  308. 
Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

IBxtnotl 
No.  103.]  liEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Lisbony  December  22^  1883.    (Received  January  9, 1884.) 

Sir  :  The  Diario  do  Ooverno  of  the  15th  instant,  contains  a  printed 
copy  of  a  contract  jast  made  by  the  Portnguese  Government  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  the  i>ort  of  Lourenco  Marqaes,  which  will 
traverse  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  Fortuguese  province  of 
Mozambique,  east  coast  of  Africa,  to  the  frontier  of  the  state  of  Trans- 
vaal, in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Pretoria,  its  capital,  a  distance  of 
about  50  miles. 

This  concession  is  granted  to  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Edward 
McMurdo^  in  behalf  of  an  association  composed  in  part  of  Mr.  George 
S.  Sedgwick  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who,  it  is  under- 
stood, have  associated  with  them  a  number  of  foreign  capitalists  in  the 
enterprise.  The  concessionaire  binds  himself  to  have  the  road  completed 
and  in  running  order  within  three  years  of  the  date  of  the  concession, 
which  is  for  ninety-nine  years.  The  sum  of  £5,000  has  been  deposited 
with  the  Portuguese  Government  as  forfeiture  money  in  the  case,  and 
another  deposit  of  £10,000  is  to  be  made  within  a  specified  date  to  assure 
the  carrying  out  of  the  contract.  , 

Liberal  grants  of  land  are  made  to  the  railroad  company  as  bonus, 
amounting  to  250.000  acres,  and  also  a  zone  on  either  side  of  the  road  of 
500  meters,  with  land  for  docks  and  stations,  and  forest  timber  for  con- 
struction, &c.  The  company  is  accorded  freedom  irom  taxation  and 
freedom  from  customs  on  all  material  for  the  use  of  the  road  during  a 
period  of  fifteen  years. 

The  port  of  Lourenco  Marques,  on  Delagoa  Bay,  considered  the  finest 
and  safest  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  hac^  been  claimed  by  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


43H  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

British  Government  in  its  entirety,  or  at  least  in  joint  occapancy  with 
Portugal,  the  latter,  however,  resisting  the  claim  on  the  groand  of  prior 
discovery.  These  differences  were  sabmitt^  in  1873  to  the  arbitrament 
of  the  French  Republic,  and  in  1875  President  McMahon  confirmed  the 
right  of  possession  to  the  Portuguese. 

In  1879  a  convention  was  entered  into  between  Portugal  and  Great 
Britain  by  which  the  latter  bound  itself  to  construct  a  raUway  over  the 
same  route  as  now  proposed  by  the  new  concession,  the  road  to  be  inter- 
national. This  convention  was  signed  by  Senhor  Gorvo,  the  Portuguese 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Morier,  the  then  Brit< 
ish  minister  at  Lisbon ;  but  such  was  the  dislike  in  the  public  mind  to 
the  proposed  concession  to  British  interests  and  convenience  that  it 
was  virtually  rejected  by  the  Cortes,  which  failed  to  take  up  the  con- 
vention when  it  was  presented  for  their  approval. 

#      •       #  #  •  •  #  • 

At  present  the  entire  commerce  of  the  port  of  Louren^o  Marques 
amounts  to  less  than  $300,000  annually.  But  it  is  assumed  that  Uie 
proposed  railroad  now  contracted  for,  connecting  with  other  projected 
roads  traversing  the  great  Transvaal  region  and  securing  a  develop- 
ment of  its  rich  mineral  and  other  resources,  will  create  a  great  and 
important  volume  of  commerce  from  this  port.  At  all  events,  there  is 
reason  for  congratulation  that  by  means  of  the  road  to  be  constructed 
over  Portuguese  territory  to  the  Transvaal  that  great  region  will  be 
thrown  0]>en  to  the  civilizing  influences  of  commerce,  as  it  is  also  a 
source  of  satisfaction  that  the  promised  amelioration  of  Central  Africa 
will  be  largely  due  to  the  courage  and  enterprise  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  309. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  105.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LisboHj  December  29, 1883.    (Received  January  16,  1884.) 

Sib  :  Portugal  has  made  considerable  and  commendable  progress  in 
educational  achievement  during  the  past  fifteen  years. 

A  stimulus  was  given  to  this  paramount  interest  of  the  state  in  1869 
by  the  testamentary  appropriation  of  a  large  sum — £150,000,  1  am  in- 
formed— by  the  late  Count  Ferreira,  of  Oporto,  for  charitable  and  edu- 
cational purposes  in  this  kingdom.  This  included  provision  for  the  con- 
structiou  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  school-houses  in  needy  districts. 

Then  the  Government  directed  its  efforts  with  more  efficiency  than 
ever  before  to  the  important  duty  of  making  additional  provisions  for 
the  education  of  the  children  of  the  state. 

Primary  instruction  as  Aow  existing  in  Portugal  is  based  upon  the 
decree  of  May  2, 1878,  modified  somewhat  by  subsequent  legislation. 
The  primary  schools  are  intended  for  the  instruction  of  children  of  both 
sexes,  and  are  divided  into  two  classes,  namely,  primary  and  advanced 
primary.  They  are  for  the  most  part  under  district  control,  and  sus- 
tained by  district  contributions.  Attendance  at  the  primary  schools 
is  obligatory,  unless  evidence  is  adduced  that  the  children  receive  in* 
structiou  at  uome  or  reside  at  a  greater  distance  than  2  kilometers  from 
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the  poblic  school  In  case  of  non-atteDdance  without  the  above  valid 
excuses,  parents  or  gaardians  are  subject  to  fine.  The  primary  schools 
are  intended  for  all  children  from  six  to  twelve  years  of  age.  As  a 
rule  every  parish  must  have  an  elementary  school,  but  in  cases  where 
the  children  of  adjoining  parishes  do  not  exceed  sixty  in  number,  then 
one  school  may  be  organized  for  two  or  more  parishes. 

The  parochial  authorities  are  required  to  furnish  house,  books,  and 
ftimiture  for  the  school  and  residence  for  the  teacher,  and  to  pay  the 
latter  100  millreis  annually  in  rural  districts,  120  in  towns,  and  150  in 
Lisbon  and  Oporto.  In  addition  to  this  compensation,  the  teacher  is 
entitled  to  5  cents  monthly  for  each  pupil  under  his  instruction,  and  2 
millreis  for  each  pupil  passing  successfully  the  final  examination  in  the 
elementary  branches,  and  further,  for  every  six  years  of  acceptable 
service  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  salary.  There  is  also  a  pen- 
sion system  of  small  allowance  for  ''retired  teachers." 

In  the  primary  school  boys  are  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
elements  of  grammar,  of  the  metrical  system,  rudiments  of  drawing, 
"moral  and  Christian  doctrine^' — the  latter  excepted  in  the  case  of 
children  not  Catholics.  The  same  tuition  for  girls  with  the  addition  of 
needle-work.  Mixed  schools  are  to  be  instructed  by  married  teachers, 
a  lady  to  teach  needle- work.  Boys  may  be  taught  by  teachers  of  either 
sex. 

In  each  district  there  shall  be  an  advanced  primary  school^  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  municipality  thereof;  teachers  of  these  schools  to  be  paid 
at  least  180,  and  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto  200  millreis  per  annum,  receiving 
also  2  millreis  for  every  pupil  passing  into  a  higher  school.  The  ''ad- 
vanced primary"  teaching  for  boys  includes:  1,  reading  and  recitation 
in  prose  and  verse;  2,  writing  and  written  exercises;  3, arithmetic  and 
elementary  geometry;  4,  grammar;  5,  legal  system  of  weights  and 
measures;  6,  elements  of  cosmography,  geography,  and  Portuguese 
history;  7,  sketching;  8,  moral  and  sacred  history;  9,  elements  of  hy- 
giene ;  10,  element  of  agriculture ;  11,  gymnastics ;  12,  choral  singing ; 
13,  rights  and  duties  of  citizens.  For  the  female  sex  same  as  above 
ft'oni  1  to  9,. inclusive,  with  lessons  upon  the  duties  of  a  mother;  also 
embroidery,  making  patterns,  taking  measures,  and  lace  and  flower 
work.  There  shall  be  a  regular  assistant  for  every  sixty  pupils.  The 
municipalities  are  to  appoint  the  teachers  and  pay  them. 

There  should  be  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto  two  normal  schools  for  quali- 
fying teachers  of  either  sex.  Each  school  shall  have  forty  pupils  of 
either  sex,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  7  millreis  monthly  for  maintenance, 
the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  district.  There  shall  be  in  other  districts, 
normal  schools  of  the  second  class  to  the  number  of  ten.  The  state 
will  appoint  and  pay  insi^ectors  and  subinspectors. 

Ib  towns  having  more  than  one  school,  the  municipality  is  authorized 
to  establish  "  central  schools,"  with  three  or  four  teachers  for  each  one. 
The  establishment  of  evening  and  Sunday  schools  for  adults  is  enjoined 
upon  the  various  municipalities  as  a  duty.  In  every  district  there  shall 
be  a  school  committee  to  aid  the  municipality,  and  in  every  parish 
a  parochial  delegate.  There  shall  be  conferences  of  teachers  in  each 
district  annually. 

The  Government  will  give  annually  prizes  of  100  and  200  millreis  to 
students ;  it  will  provide  books  by  public  competition  every  five  years. 
It  will  aid  the  parochial  assemblies  in  the  creation  of  a  school  fund  to 
assist  the  municipalities  in  the  payment  of  teachers,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  evening  and  Sunday  schools,  in  the  establishment  of  "  kinder- 
gartens" for  children,  to  enlarge  educational  institutions,  to  establish 
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libraries,  and  to  bestow  prizes  npon  the  de6er\ing  teachers  and  worthj 
papils,  to  secure  pensions  for  poor  scholars  who  may  enter  the  normal 
schools,  to  provide  proper  instrnments  for  instruction  in  the  natoral 
sciences,  &c. 

Secondary  instrnction  is  given  in  institutions  of  three  classes  accord- 
ing to  the  decree  of  June  14,  1880,  namely,  central  lycenms,  national 
lyceums,  and  secondary  municipal  schools. 

There  is  a  central  lyceum  in  Lisbon,  in  Oporto,  and  in  Coimbra;  in 
the  capitals  of  other  districts  there  is  a  Datioual  lyceum.  All  these  are 
supported  by  the  state.  Other  municipalities  may  upon  petition  open 
secondary  municipal  schools,  they  paying  two-thirds  and  the  state  one- 
third  of  the  cost  of  their  support.  The  object  of  these  lycenms  is  to 
prepare  pupils  for  admission  into  schools  of  superior  instructioii. 
The  course  in  the  central  lyceum  embraces:  (1)  Portuguese  language; 

(2)  French  language;  (3)  Latin;  (4)  geography,  cosmography,  uni- 
versal and  natural  history ;  (5)  architecture,  geometry,  algebra,  book- 
keeping ;  (6)  elements  of  physics,  chemistry,  and  natural  history ;  (7) 
elements  of  civil  legislation,  of  Portuguese  law,  and  political  economy; 
(8)  drawing;  (9)  national  literature;  (10)  natural  and  moral  philosophy 
and  laws  of  nature;  (11)  algebra,  geometry,  and  trigonometry;  (12) 
physics  and  chemistry;  (13)  Latin;  (14)  Greek;  (15)  English;  (16) 
German. 

There  are  taught  in  the  scondary  sihools:  (1)  Portuguese;  (2)  French; 

(3)  arithmetic  and  geometry;  (4)  drawing;  and  there  may  be  one  or 
two  professional  chairs.  No  pupil  under  ten  years  of  age  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  lyceums. 

No  school  for  piivate  instruction  by  individuals  can  be  opened  with- 
out informing  the  supervisor  of  the  district. 

The  teachers  of  central  lyceums  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  600 
millreis ;  of  the  national  lyceums  500 ;  the  rector  of  the  central  lycenms, 
200 ;  of  the  national  lyceums,  150,  and  the  teachers  of  secondary  munic- 
ipal schools,  200,  with  some  additional  fees  for  scholars  and  upon  suc- 
cessful examination  of  latter. 

The  centers  of  superior  education  are  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  Ooimbra. 
The  university  at  Coimbra  has  faculties  of  law,  theology,  mathematics, 
medicine,  and  philosophy  or  natural  sciences. 

In  Lisbon  there  are  the  polytechnic  school,  the  army  and  navy  med- 
ical and  surgical  schools,  school  for  superior  course  of  literature,  com- 
mercial and  industrial  school,  general  institute  of  agriculture,  and  an 
academy  of  fine  arts. 

There  exist  in  every  diocese  of  the  Kingdom  institutions  for  ecclesi- 
astical learning. 

At  Oporto  there  are  a  polytechnic  academy,  an  agricultural  college, 
and  an  academy  of  fine  arts.  Near  Cintra  there  is  also  an  agricultural 
college  with  an  experimental  farm. 

I  have  presented  an  analysis  of  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  education 
in  Portugal.  The  system  embraces  a  wide  and  extended  field,  with  a 
great  deal  of  machinery  for  its  working,  and,  though  it  is  imperfectly 
operated  in  many  cases,  the  fact  is  conceded  that  decided  educational 
advancement  has  been  made  in  this  Kingdom  since  the  enactment  of 
those  laws. 

No  reliable  statistics  of  the  atteudanC'e  of  children  at  the  public  pri- 
mary schools  can  be  obtained.  I  have  seen  a  statement  that  in  1875->76 
(before  the  adoption  of  the  existing  law  enforcing  attendance)  therv 
were  in  the  Kingdom  and  adjacent  islands  141,466  children  attending 
school.    This,  I  am  assured,  was  incorrect,  and  to  my  inquiries  in  regard 
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to  tbe  number  now  in  attendance  I  am  told  in  the  proper  official  de- 
partment that  no  statistics  can  be  fornished  which  would  be  other  than 
vagne  estimates. 

It  is  a  tmth,  however,  that  the  want  of  school-houses  is  severely  felt 
thronghoat  the  Kingdom,  that  those  existing  are  uncomfortably  crowded, 
and  that  in  the  city  of  Lisbon  the  want  is  painfully  felt  However,  grad- 
ually, but  too  slowly  it  is  feared,  buildings  are  provided  for  this  purpose 
to  meet  the  growing  necessity. 

The  criticism  I  have  heard  pronounced  upon  the  educational  system 
of  Portugal  is  that  it  expends  its  greatest  forces  upon  higher  education 
and  fails  to  provide  as  good  schools  as  should  be  maintained  for  ele- 
mentary instruction. 

As  to  expenditures  for  education  by  the  Government  (not  including 
the  larger  local  contributions  for  this  purpose),  it  may  be  stated  that 
under  the  head  of  "  public  instruction"  there  was  appropriated  in  the 
budget  of  1883-'84, 934,762  millreis  for  the  following  purposes : 

HUlieis. 

(1)  Primary  instroction 190,177 

(2)  Secondary  instroction 179,649 

(3)  Specialinstmction 59,944 

(4)  Superior  inetruction 257,999 

(5)Ac»demieB 246,993 

934,7^ 


(1)  Refers  to  district  schools  and  teachers ;  (2)  to  certain  specified  ad- 
vanced schools  and  teachers^  (3)  galleries  of  fine  arts  (opera-house);  (4) 
universities  (Coimbra,  Oporto,  Lisbon);  (5)  academy  of  sciences,  school 
of  fine  arts.  Government  printing  establishments,  &c.,  all  of  which  are 
sx>ecified  in  the  budget. 


I  have,  &c., 


JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  310. 
Mr.  FtmuAs  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  107.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbonj  January  5, 1884.    (Received  January  21.) 

Sib:  Afte|  a  brief  prorogation  from  the  29th  December,  His  Majesty 
Dom  Luiz  opened  on  the  2d  instant  the  new  session  of  the  Cortes  with 
aU  the  form  and  ceremony  invariably  observed  on  this  important  occa- 
sion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  His  Majesty's  speech  delivered 
at  the  opening  of  the  Cortes,  with  a  translation  thereof,  and  enumerate 
briefly  such  of  His  Majesty's  remarks  as  appear  to  me  important. 

His  Majesty  mentions  the  continuance  of  friendly  relations  with  foreign 
powers ;  alludes  to  the  recent  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Spain ;  speaks  with  gratitude  of  the  reception  His  Majesty  and  family 
met  with  on  their  recent  visit  to  that  Kingdom,  and  as  well  for  the  uni- 
versal evidence  of  sympathy  exhibited  for  his  son  during  the  prince's 
recent  journey. 
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His  Majesty  enamerates  yarions  projects  of  law  and  conditional  con- 
tracts which  were  under  discussion  during  the  late  session ;  among  them 
are  prominent  the  measures  tending  to  constitutional  reform,  and  sev- 
eral concessions  for  railways,  that  of  Louren^  Marques,  which  formed 
the  subject  of  my  No.  103,  being  mentioned  m  common  with  otiiers. 

His  Majesty  further  announces  the. intended  presentation  to  the  Cor- 
tes by  his  GU>vernment  of  other  important  measures,  such  as  the  revis- 
ion of  the  penal  code,  the  reform  of  prison  discipline,  the  work  of  im- 
proving the  port  of  Lisbon,  the  reform  of  the  military  system,  and 
finally  the  financial  condition  of  the  country. 

•  #  #  #^#  #  • 

The  prime  minister,  Senhor  Pontes,  at  the  session  of  the  Cortes  to-day 
presented  the  annual  budget  for  1884-'85,  which  I  summarize  as  follows: 

MUlreU. 

Estimated  ordinary  exponditares 31,967,000 

Estimated  ordinary  receipts 31,096,000 

Showing  a  deficit  of 772,000 

To  meet  extraordinary  expenditures  Senhor  Fontes  asks  for  authority 
to  borrow  4,500,000  millreis. 

The  deficit  of  1882-'83,  which  was  estimated  at  917,000  millreis,  is  now 
ascertained  to  amount  to  1,000,000  millreis. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


[Inolosuro  in  No.  107.— Translation.] 
king's  8PBBCH  ON  OPENING  SESSION  OF  TUB  CORTES. 

Worthy  Peers  of  the  Kingdom  and  Deputies  of  the  Nation  : 

lo  falfiUment  of  the  reqnirementBof  the  ooDBtitatiun  of  the  monarchy,  I  oome  with 
pleasare  before  the  national  representatives  to  open  the  legislative  session  of  the 
present  year. 

Oar  good  relations  with  foreign  powers  are  without  change. 

In  the  interestM  of  our  commercial  relations  my  Government  concluded  a  treaty 
with  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in  which  an  effort  was  made  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  Portagal.  My  minister  of  foreign  affairs  will  hring  it  before  the  Cortes,  and 
I  hope  it  will  receive  your  approval. 

After  my  visit  to  the  adjoining  Kingdom,  accompanied  by  my  beloved  c4)nsort,  to 
thank  their  Catholic  Majesties  for  the  visit  which  in  the  previous  year  they  had  made 
to  Portugal,  this  day  is  the  Arst  opportunity  I  have  had  to  speak  of  this  fact  before 
the  national  representatives,  ana  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  declare  how 
thankful  I  am  for  the  nueqiiivooal  proofs  of  friendly  feeling  which  I  received  while 
there,  not  only  from  the  sovereigns,  but  also  from  the  Spanish  people,  as  shown  to  my 
person,  to  my  family,  and  the  Portuguese  nation.  These  proofs  of  reciprocal  sympa- 
thy, while  they  attest  the  mutual  independence  of  the  two  countries,  contribut<e  to 
the  consolidation  of  the  ties  which  unite  them  in  the  interests  of  their  business  re- 
lations. 

The  demonstrations  of  which  the  qneen  was  the  object  dnring  her  journey  call  for 
equally  sincere  gratitude  on  my  part. 

Havmi^  in  view  the  completion  of  my  dear  son's  education  I  directed  that  he  should 
visit  vanous  countries  of  Europe.  During  this  journey  now  terminated,  the  prince 
received  in  the  various  courts  he  visited  such  cordial  reception  from  their  respective 
sovereigns  that  it  calls  for  my  public  acknowledgments.  I  also  here  record  my  most 
fateful  memory  of  the  sympathy  with  wbich  he  was  entertained  by  many  private 
individuals  of  different  nations. 
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Public  tranqnillity  has  been  maintained,  and  the  renewal  of  the  administrative 
bodies  thronghont  the  Kingdom  was  effected  with  order. 

There  remained  nndiscussed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  Cortes  various 
project's  of  law,  the  most  important  of  these  being  the  reform  of  the  charter  and  the 
electoral  law.  Above  all  others  I  call  your  attention  to  these,  that  measures  of  such 
importance  mav  be  sanctioned  by  the  Parliament  with  that  emphasis  which  the 
patriotism  of  all  may  give  them.  • 

Employing  the  power  granted,  my  Government  lately  conttucted  a  loan  to  meet 
the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  state.  My  minister  of  finance  will  give  yon  an 
account  of  this  transaction  and  the  conditions  nnd^r  which  it  was  made. 

Daring  the  last  recess  concessions  were  made  by  public  competition  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Beira  Baixa,  of  the  Foz  Tua  to  Mirandella,  and  of  the  branch  to 
Vizen,  railways.  The  concession  for  the  termination  of  the  railway  system  of  the 
south  and  southwest  was  not  granted,  although  it  was  offered  for  public  competition ; 
accordingly  the  work  on  these  lines  has  been  undertaken  by  the  state.  The  Govern- 
ment will  lay  before  the  Cortes  the  acts  to  which  I  refer,  some  of  which  require  legis- 
lative sanction.  My  Government  has  also  conclnded  with  the  Royal  Company  of  Por- 
tngnese  Railways  the  final  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from  Torres 
Vedras  to  Alfarellos  and  Figueira.  An  agreement  has  been  come  to  between  that 
company  and  the  Beira  Alta  Company — which  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— by  which  the  branch  to  Coimbra  will  be  undertaken  by  the  former  com- 
pany ;  the  latter  withdrawing  its  claim  to  the  construction  of  the  branch  to  Alfarellos. 

Of  various  other  measures  made  public  by  the  different  ministries  employing  ad- 
ministrative authority,  an  account  will  be  given  yon  in  due  time.  The  concession 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  port  at  LeixOes  was  offered  for  public  competition  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  law. 

In  virtue  of  power  granted  by  Article  15  of  the  additional  act  of  the  charter,  various 
measures  of  a  legislative  character  were  adopted  during  the  recess.  The  most  im- 
portant referred  to  the  building  of  a  railroad  from  Louren^o  Marques  to  the  frontier 
of  the  Transvaal.  All  of  these  measures  were  submitted  to  the  Cortes  on  one  of  the 
last  days  of  the  recent  session.' 

Some  proposals  with  reference  to  subjects  of  public  administration  will  be  presented 
to  you  by  my  ministers,  and  I  mention  among  them  the  revision  of  the  penal  code,  the 
additional  enactments  indispensable  to  perfect  the  penitentiary  system,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  port  of  Lisbon,  and  army  reform.  With  these  and  all  others  pending,  you 
are  sure  to  occupy  yourselves  with  your  accustomed  devotion. 

The  finances  as  ever  demand  the  serious  attention  of  the  public  authorities,  and 
within  the  prescribed  time  there  will  be  presented  to  you  by  the  respective  ministers  . 
the  budget  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  as  well  as  various  projects  of  li^w  intended 
to  improve  the  financial  condition  of  the  country.  The  maintenauce  of  credit  de- 
notes the  confidence  which  capital  feels  in  the  resources  of  the  nation.  With  the 
diminution  of  certain  taxes,  which  by  this  measure  will  become  more  productive,  and 
by'some  other  measures  to  be  presented  to  yon,  with  a  scrupulous  and  well-considered 
economy,  my  Gkivernment  is  confident  that  It  may  establish  equality  betireen  the  ordi- 
nary receipts  and  expenditures. 

The  subjects  to  which  I  have  invited  your  attention,  and  which  are  subject  to  your 
disposal  during  the  present  session,  are  the  most  serious  that-  can  be  considered  by  a 
parliament.     However,  they  are  not  superior  to  your  wisdom  and  to  your  devotion. 

The  confidence  with  which  you  inspire  me  is^at  least  equal  to  the  serious  task  you 
have  to  discharge. 

With  this  confidence,  and  convinced  of  your  patriotism,  and  trusting  in  Divine 
Providence,  we  shall  co-operate  in  preparing  the  measui'es  intended  to  secure  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  and  the  future  development  of  the  country.  I  declare  the  session 
opened. 


No.  311. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  117.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  March  5,  1884.     (Received  March  24.) 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  remmioi  the  condi- 
tion of  Portuguese  finances  and  of  the  "  ordinary  budget ''  for  the 
year  1884-'85,  which  was  presented  by  Senhor  Hihtz  Ribeiro,  minister 
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of  finance,  to  the  Cortes,  on  the  5th  of  January  last,  together  with  the 
estimates  of  public  receipts  and  expenditures  for  that  period : 


Department. 


Jontaof  pnblio  credit 

Ministry  of  flnanoe 

MinistiT  of  interior 

Ministry  of  J  astioe 

Ministry  of  war 

Ministry  of  marine  and  colonies 

Ministiy  of  public  works 

Ministry  of  foreign  affairs 


Bzpenditnr 


Mittreit. 
13.093,078 
2,200,1«0 
2,  201  574 
639.814 
4,588.000 
1,778.000 
2.831.000 
380.000 


DcUart. 
14. 191, 173  00 
2.882,651  00 
2,877.099  00 
690,099  00 
4.95S.040  00 
1.018,080  00 
8. 057, 480  00 
856.400  Ot 


84.624,537  00 


Source. 


Beoeipts. 


Direot  taxes 

stamps  and  registration 

Indirect  taxes  and  onstoms 

Additional  tax 

Sale  of  national  domain  and  miscellaneons  receipts. 
Bepayment  and  sundries 


6.280.880 
3.248,600 
16,171,210 
1. 057, 000 
8.386.590 
1, 100. 817 


Deficit. 


DoUan, 
6.788.361  Ot 
8,506,488  00 
17. 464. 906  00 
1, 141. 560  09 
3,008.441  00 
1,188,882  09 


38.090,689  96 
888.807  16 


84.524,537  12 


A  statement  of  the  expenditures  as  estimated  in  detail,  together  with 
the  most  important  items  of  anticipated  revenue  accompanies  this  dis- 
patch. The  latter  is  especially  interesting  as  illustrating  the  extent 
and  resources  of  taxation  in  this  Kingdom. 

From  a  report  laid  before  the  Cortes  by  the  minister  of  finance  on 
the  16th  February  ultimo  it  appears  that  the  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary expenses  of  the  Kingdom  during  the  year  188S-'d4  exceeded  the 
estimates  by  the  sum  of  1,716,000  ($1,853.28  millreis),  while  the  revenue 
was  $259,200  less. 

It  appears  from  an  official  statement  recently  made  to  the  Cortes  by 
the  minister  of  finance  that  the  funded  debt  of  this  Kingdom  was  as 
follows: 

Jane  30,  J883 $465,320,494 

Floating  debt • $12,380,000 

Charges  thereon,  interest,  d^o 1,209,297 

Extraordinary  expenses 4,414,120 

18,005,417 
Loans  already  made  (sanction  for  which  is  asked  of  the  Cortes)  to  liqui- 
date floating  deVt,  d^c.  ($18,005,417),  and  to  deflray  other  expenses. . .      38, 880, 000 

Total  debt  of  Portugal 504,200,494 

During  the  last  decade  the  increase  of  the  public  debt  of  this  King- 
dom has  been  fully  $180,000,000.  It  should  be  stated  in  extenuation, 
however,  that  railroad  and  other  important  public  improvements  com- 
pleted by  the  Government  within  the  period  named  represent  a  larger 
sum  than  this  augmented  public  indebtedness. 

Notwithstanding  the  annual  deficits  in  the*budgets  of  the  Elingdom 
and  the  steady  increase  of  the  public  indebtedness — ^now  quite  as  Urge, 
per  capita,  as  is  that  of  Great  Britain — ^it  is  a  fact  that  the  public  credit 
of  Portugal  is  quite  steadily  sustained.  ItJS  3  per  cent,  securities  at  the 
ruling  rates  stand  about  52,  showing  an  interest  of  considerably  less 
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than  6  per  cent  which  the  Oovernment  has  to  pay  upon  its  loans^  the 
latter,  however,  briuging  to  the  treasury  little  more  than  60  per  cent, 
of  the  amount  of  debt  incurred. 

It  is  conceded  by  prudent  statesmen  and  thoughtful  business  men 
here  that  the  debt  of  Portugal  is  now  quite  as  heavy  as  can  be  borne 
by  this  people  and  that  any  material  increase  of  the  burden  would  in- 
volve grave  peril  to  the  public  credit — already  sufficiently  strained — 
and  to  the  business  interests  of  the  country. 

The  minister  of  finance  makes  a  recommendation  to  the  Oortes  that 
the  tax  on  salt  consumed  in  the  Kingdom  be  reduced  from  8  to  3  reis  a 
litre,  and  that  the  tax  on  imported  alcohol  be  reduced  from  $2.16  a  de- 
calitre (2}  gallons)  to  $1.29. 

An  export  duty  of  1  per  cent,  is  now  imposed  upon  gold  and  silver 
coin.    A  proposition  to  suspend  this  duty  at  the  discretion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  unanimously  accepted  in  the  House  of  Deputies,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  euacted  into  law. 
I  have,  &c.,  • 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


flnoloeore  in  "So.  117.] 

Statement  of  January  5,  1884,  showing  the  estimated  sources  of  the  most  important  items  of 
revenue,  and  the  detailed  expenditure  for  the  financial  year  1884-*85,  as  stated  in  the  '*  or- 
dinary budget"  presented  to  the  Portuguese  Cortes  hj  the  minister  of  finance, 

TOTAL   BXPEKDITVRES  AS  ESTIMATED. 
JUNTA  OF  PUBUC  CREDIT. 

Charges  on  debt  held  in  Portugal :  Millr©i«. 

Pay  to  members  of  the  Junta  and  employes 33, 830 

Interest  on  obligations  of  the  Oovernment  in  circulation 6, 908, 688 

Interest  on  obligations  in  the  treasury 65, 459 

Sinking  fund 3,670 

Various  charges 9,600 

Charges  on  debt  held  abroad : 

Expenses  of  the  financial  agency  in  London 16, 244 

Interest  on  obligations  of  the  Government  in  circulation 5, 799, 414 

Interest  on  obligations  in  possession  of  treasury 9b,  967 

Various  charges .* 19,000 

Administration  of  the  Junta 38. 804 


^14. 191, 172 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Millreis, 

Department  expenses 21,700 

Diplomatic  corps 118,000 

Consular  corps 69, 000 

Eventual  expenses  (secret  service) 101,000 

Decorations 2,000 

1^56,400 

MINISTRY  OF  JUSTICE  AND  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

Millreis. 

Department  expenses 38,000 

Bishoprics 134,000 

Court  of  cassation 37,000 

Courtof  appeals 70,000 

Tribunals : 77,000 

Pris^ms 129,000 

Subsidies  to  nans 2,000 

Miscellaneous 10,000 

Pensions 31,000 

|ti90,99 
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MIKISTBY  OF  WAB. 

Mmreit. 

Departmeut  expenses 39,060 

Staff ^    91,000 

Anny 2,956,000 

Fortifications 27,000 

Military  tribuualH 497,000 

Various  couiniissions 45,000 

Half-pay  officers 12,000 

Retired  officers 651,000 

Veterans  and  invalids 16,000 

Miscellaneous 247,000 


MARINE  AND  COLOKIES. 

Department  expenses  and  auxiliary  offices 

Fl^-et 

Tribunals 

Navy-yard v 

Employes  in  the  colonies,  supernumeraries,  &c A... 

Various  charges 

Colonial  expenses  paid  in  Lisbon 


PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Department  expenses 

Engineer  corps - 

Repairs  of  roads 1 

Railways 

Post,  light-houses  and  telegraphs 

Various  works 

Scientific  schools 

National  forests 

Geodetic,  hydrographic 

Pensions  and  allowances 

Miscellaneous 


MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Depart niout  expenses 

Adniinistrjitive  tribunal 

Governor,  civil - 

Municipality 

Police 

Public  health  

Public  instruction 

Public  charity 

Pensions 

Miscellaneous 


$4,955,040 

HiUreis, 
74,000 

909,000 
97,000 

392,000 

112,000 

94,000 

96^000 

•  — 

$1,918,060 

MUln^ 

49,000 

299,000 

300,000 

691,000 

706,000 

374,000 

187,000 

45,000 

66,000 

119,000 

32,000 

$3,057,480 

Milbeia. 

41,000 

25,000 
108,000 
289,000 
454,000 

64,000 

870,000 

2,000 

3,000 

71,000 

$2,377,699 


MINISTRY  OF  FINANCE. 

MiUreis. 

Civil  list,  royal  family .* 571,000 

Cortes 118,000 

Sundry  redemptions  and  interest 2,691,000 

BureauH,  miscellaneous,  unemployed  persons 647, 000 

Expenses  of  Treasury  Department 175,000 

Administration  of  the  custom-house 964.000 

Mint 60,000 

(ieueral  expenses  of  treasury  other  than  in  Lisbon 745,000 

Pensions 153,000 

Miscellaneous 89,tO0 


$2,382,658 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


PORTUGAL.  447 

PRINCIPAL  ITEMS  OF  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS. 

MUlreis. 

Tax  npon  real  estate 3,152,000 

Tax  npoQ^mannfactnres 1,126,000 

Snmptnary  taxes 104,000 

Taxnpon  interest.... 304,000 

Tax  npon  rents 400,000 

Taxnpon  banks 165,000 

Income  tax 400,000 

Licenses  (tobacco) 53,000 

Tax  npon  mines 32,000 

Registration  fees 1,925,000 

Stamps 1,323,000 

City  antics  Lisbon,  (a  portion  thereof) 1,401,000 

Exportation  dnties  (domestic) 216,400 

Re-exportation  (foreign) 30,500 

Import  dnties  (grain  and  tobacco  excepted) 7, 252, 000 

Import  dnties  (tobacco) 3,233,000 

Import  duties  (grain) 1,292,000 

Tonnage  dnes 102.100 

Sanitary  and  quarantine  fees 49,000 

Railway  traffic  tax 101,000 

On  certain  wines  exported,  2% 208,000 

Tax  on  distillation 74,000 

Tax  on  fisheries 113,000 

Tax,  special,  on  commerce,  to  be  applied  to  improvement  of  ports 110, 000 

Tax  on  production  of  salt 270,000 

Tax  on  licenses  for  retail  of  wines  and  spirits 964, 000 

Tax,  additional,  percentaf^e  on  custom  honse  duties 542, 000 

Sundry  miscellaneous  receipts 175, 000 

Consular  fees 90,000 

Fees  of  secretaries  of  state,  &c 68,000 

Cnstom-house  fees,  Lisbon  and  Oporto 137,000 

Fees  upon  decorations  accorded 1H5,000 

Fee«  of  the  ministries 56,450 

Road  tax 40,000 

Interest  on  deferred  taxes 37,000 

Matriculation  fees 84,000 

General  fees,  custom-house  at  Oporto  and  Lisbon 137,000 

Special  tax  on  wine  entering  Oporto  and  Villa  Nova  de  Siae 85, 300 

Additional  tax,  law  April  27, 1880 1,057, 000 

Powder  manufactory 65,000 

Minho  and  Douro  RaUwav 807,900 

South  and  Southwest  Railway 452,000 

Mint 78,000 

Post-office,  telegraphs,  and  light-houses 800,000 

Government;  Journal 198,000 

Woods  and  forests 43,000 

Inheritances  unclaimed 49,000 

Income  fixim  property  of  suppressed  convents 150,000 

Interest  on  canceled  bonds  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  England 71, 000 

Interest  on  Government  bonds  deposited  with  the  custom-house 891 ,  000 

Contribution  of  the  districts  for  support  of  prisons 64, 000 

Tax  on  common  roads 40,000 


No.  312. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  130.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbotiy  April  29,  1884.    (Received  May  19.) 
Sib:  The  qaestion  of  the  revision  of  the  constitution  of  Portugal  has 
been  the  subject  of  great  interest  and  earnest  discussion  among  pub- 
licists and  in  the  national  legislature  for  many  months  past.    The  reforms 
contemplated  by  such  revision  and  accf)!npanying  laws  proposed  by  the 
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ministry  were  quite  fully  set  forth  in  my  No.  40  of  March  13,  1883. 
Early  in  the  present  session  of  the  Cortes  the  House  of  Deputies  voted 
by  a  large  majority  in  favor  of  the  initiatory  measure  for  the  adoption 
of  the  governmental  reforms.  Aft-er  six  weeks  of  debate  in  the  House 
of  Peers  it  received  the  final  sanction  of  that  body  on  the  22d  instant 
by  a  vote  of  69  yeas  to  14  nays.  The  reforms  embrace  primarily  the 
reconstruction  of  the  House  of  Peers.  This  is  the  constitutional  feature. 
At  present  there  is  no  limitation  to  the  number  of  peers.  They  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  King.  They  have  already  attained  to  one  hundred  and 
forty  in  number.  The  pressure  for  appointment  to  the  peerage  has  been 
a  source  of  embarrassment  to  His  Majesty.  Besides,  His  Mcyesty  felt 
that  questions  of  much  importance  to  the  state  and  eliciting  great  popular 
interest,  and  sometimes  passion,  might  lead,  in  case  of  a  vital  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  houses — ^the  peers  opposing  and  defeating  the 
measures  of  the  popalar  branch  of  the  national  legislature — to  the  sug- 
gestion involving  not  a  little  danger  to  the  throne,  of  a  kingly  peerage 
baffling  the  popular  will  and  so  encroaching  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  To  remove  this  danger,  to  relieve  His  Majesty  of  embarrassing 
responsibility,  and  so  afford  greater  security  to  the  throne,  while  con- 
ceding larger  scope  to  the  popular  will,  tbe  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  proposed  by  the  nunistry  whereby  the  number  of  peers  would 
be  limited,  two-thirds  to  be  appointed  by  the  King  and  one-third  to  be 
elected  by  the  people,  the  hereditary  principle  to  l^  abolished.  This  is 
certainly  an  advance  forward  in  the  policy  of  liberalization.  The  legis- 
lative reforms  relate  to  the  conditions  of  suffrage,  whereby  all  male  sub- 
jects (except  for  disabilities  of  crime  or  non-residence),  who  have  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  have  an  income  equivalent  to  100 
millreis  a  year  shall  be  entitled  to  the  franchise  privilege;  minority  rep- 
resentation to  a  limited  extent  is  assured,  and  other  provisions  are  made 
to  place  the  elections  upon  an  unproved  basis. 

Under  the  action  of  the  Oortes  an  election  will  take  place  at  a  time 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Government,  not  later  than  August,  when  mem- 
bers of  the  hoase  of  deputies  will  be  elected  specially  upon  the  issue  of 
the  reforms.  As  early  as  September  the  new  Cortes  will  assemble 
and  pass  upon  the  details  of  the  measures  which  will  thereafter  go  into 
effect.  This  work  must  all  be  accomplished  before  the  body  meets  in 
regular  session,  January  2,  1886. 

So  far  the  fact  is  established  that  the  reforms  are  to  be  effected  unless 
the  Government  is  defeated  at  the  forthcoming  special  election — an  im- 
probable event.    It  only  remains  for  the  new  Oortes  to  settle  details, 
which  will  doubtless  be  done  substantially  as  the  Government  desires. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


No.  313. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  143.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  June  20, 1884.    (Received  July  6.) 

Sib  :  The  ocean  cable  telegraph  project  between  "  the  mainland  of 

Portugal  and  the  Azores,  and  from  thence  to  America,  Great  Britain, 

and  Ireland,  France,  and  Spain,^  which  has  been  the  object  of  numerous 

concessions  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  to  seven  different  companies 
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who  have  successively  failed  to  take  even  the  preliminary  steps  toward 
the  realization  of  the  measnre,  seems  now  abont  to  be  carried  out  by 
"The  American,  British, and  Continental  Cable  Company,  Limited.'^ 

By  Article  2  of  the  concession  a  monopoly  is  granted  the  company 
in  the  following  terms : 

The  GoYemment  concedes  to  this  coDcessionaire  the  exclnsiye  right  for  twenty 
years  to  lay  submarine  cables  from  Portugal  to  the  Azorean  Islands,  and  such  as  may 
eonneot  these  islands  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  France,  Strain,  and  any  country 
mentioned  in  Article  4, 

Article  4  reads  as  follows : 

The  cable  from  Portugal  to  America  mav  consist  of  five  or  six  sections,  as  follows : 
First,  from  Portugal  to  any  one  of  the  Azorean  Islands,  at  the  choice  of  the  com- 
pany ;  second^ from  theuce  to  Bermuda ;  third,  from  Bermuda  to  the  Bahama  Islands ; 
fourth,  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States  or  America  of  the  North ;  fifth,  from  the 
Bahamas  to  the  Island  of  Cuba.      • 

The  monopoly  thus  granted  is  in  violation  of  the  principle  that  the 
Government  of  the  ITnited  States  should  not  permit  the  landing  of  an 
ocean  cable  on  its  shores ;  the  concession  for  which  involves  a  monop- 
oly. It  is  with  refei*ence  to  this  principle  that  the  attention  of  the  De- 
partment is  called  to  this  enterprise. 

It  is  stipulated  by  the  terms  of  the  concession  that  the  cable  from 
the  Island  of  St  Michael's,  Azores,  to  Lisbon,  '<  or  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Minpo,"  shall  be  ready  for  use  by  the  month  of  September  next^ 
while  that  <'  connecting  the  Islands  of  Flores  and  Fayal  with  Falmoutli 
and  America  '^  is  to  be  completed  by  the  month  of  March,  1886.  The 
project  further  involves  a  system  of  cables  between  the  more  important 
islands  of  the  Azorean  archipelago,  as  well  as  the  establishment  of  land 
lines  in  such  of  the  islands  as  seem  to  require  them. 

Article  8  stipulates  that  the  cable  shall  be  opened  for  traffic  between 
the  Island  of  St.  Michael's  and  <'  one  of  the  American  States  "  within 
eighteen  months  after  date  of  the  concession. 

The  company  has  made  a  deposit  with  the  Portuguese  Oovemment 
of  £3,600  as  a  guarantee  for  the  completion  of  its  work  as  above  set 
forth.  The  capital  of  the  company,  as  stated  in  its  prospectus,  is  6,750 
contos  ($7,290,000). 

The  promoters  of  the  enterprise  express  the  fullest  confidence  of  their 
ability  to  assure  its  success,  doubtful  as  it  is  regarded  by  many  as  re- 
si)ect8  any  promise  of  pecuniary  profits. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FRANCIS. 


RUSSIA. 

No.  314. 

Mr,  Wurts  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[BxtTftCt.] 

No.  124.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  May  12, 1884.    (Received  June  7.) 
Sib  :  The  success  of  the  new  Russian  5  i>er  cent,  gold  loan  of  £15^000,000 
has  exceeded  public  expectation,  and  testites  to  the  recovery  of  Russian 
credit.    Two-thirds  of  this  sum  was  negotiated  through  the  house  of 
29  F  B 
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Bleiohr5der,  of  Berlin,  a  protAg6  of  Prince  Bismarck,  tBAt  rising  into 
prominence  in  the  financial  world,  and  the  Prenssische  Seehandlong, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  soundest  corporations  in  Gkormany,  which  has 
never  before  been  permitted  to  openly  participate  in  or  morally  support 
a  foreign  loan.  That  this  institute  was  authorized  to  subscribe  for  most 
of  the  amount  of  the  loan  allotted  to  Berlin  has  been  much  remarked,  fat 
as  it  is  practically  a  branch  of  the  ministry  of  finance,  its  aid  to  Russia 
is  of  great  significance,  and  goes  far  to  prove  the  cordiality  of  the  rela- 
tions now  existing  between  the  two  Empires. 

The  loan  has  been  covered  more  than  fifteen  times,  principally  in  Qer- 
many  and  Holland.  France  took  but  a  small  sum,  and  England,  it  ap- 
pears, none  at  all.  For  Eussia  itself  the  remaining  third  was  reserved 
and  eagerly  sought.  In  fact,  it  has  not  given  satisCEtction  to  every  one 
here  that  this  loan  was  mostly  contracted  abroad,  by  which  the  already 
heavy  drain  of  gold  from  the  imperial  treasury  lor  the  payment  of  in- 
terest upon  foreign  debts  is  increased,  and  the  promptness  with  which 
her  own  people  subscribed  to  the  loan  raised  at  home  last  December  in- 
dicated tliat  Bussia  need  not  have  had  recourse  to  foreign  bankers. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  new  loan  is  to  build  railways,  especially  in 
Siberia ;  but  it  is  stated  that  not  much  money  firom  abroaa  will  be  avail- 
able for  this  purpose,  as  most  of  it  will  have  to  be  taken  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  upon  former  foreign  loans,  for  which  Eussia  has  at 
this  moment  no  other  funds  at  its  disposition.  Nevertheless,  the  flavor 
with  which  this  loan  has  been  received  abroad  by  bona  fide  investcHV 
has  revived  confidence  in  Bussian  finance,  and  exchange  has  risen  4  or 
5  per  cent,  in  less  than  the  same  number  of  weeks. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  &c,  

GBOEGE  W.  WUETS. 


No.  316. 
Mr.  Wurie  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

[Bxtraot.] 

No.  127.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

8t.  Petersburg^  May  22, 1884.    (Eeceived  June  16.) 

Sib  :  A  few  months  ago  the  Government  of  Bussia  issued  an  order 
requiring  the  railway  companies  of  the  country  to  give  notice  to  all  em- 
ployes of  foreign  nationality  to  become  Bussian  subjects  or  leave  their 
service.  Similar  regulations  have  been  made  in  ptiier  countries ;  tiie 
hardship  of  it  in  Bussia  is  that  many  foreign  employ^,  near  the  e2q[iira- 
tion  of  the  term  at  which  they  are  entitled  to  pension,  by  now  leaving 
the  service  lose  the  right  to  claim  their  pension. 

The  order  was  at  once  enforced,  and  led  to  much  complaint  on  the 
part  of  those  unwilling  to  conform  to  it.  The  German  and  British  am- 
bassadors, who  have  many  thousands  of  compatriots  engaged  on  the 
Bussian  railways,  have  been  powerless  to  unof^cially  effect  any  mitiga- 
tion of  the  measure,  though  in  some  individual  cases  they  have  obtained 
exceptional  favors ;  and  they  admit  that  as  it  is  purely  of  internal  regu- 
lation, their  intervention  on  behalf  of  the  sufferers  cannot  properly  be 
claimed.    Only  two  complaints  thus  far  have  been  made  to  this  legation; 
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not  80  mach  in  remonstrance  against  the  order  itself  as  to  inquire  re- 
garding the  penalty  of  thns  losing  American  nationality  and  the  right 
to  regain  it  at  a  later  day.  •  •  • 

I  luive  declined  to  give  advice ;  I  have  limited  myself  to  the  expres- 
sion of  my  belief  that  there  is  no  law  which  hinders  resumption  of  citi- 
zenship ;  that  in  all  probability  an  Americau  by  birth,  naturalized  as  a 
foreign  sutgect,  would,  on  declaration  of  intent  to  become  an  American 
(atizen  again,  be  treated  as  an  alien,  and  as  such  be  able  to  be  natural- 
ized; that  perhaps  greater  facilities — fewer  formalities — would  be  met 
with  than  in  the  case  of  a  foreigner  wishing  to  become  an  American 
citizen,  but  that  I  could  find  no  statute  bearing  upon  the  subject 

It  is  now  at  the  request  of  one  of  these  complainants  that  I  take  the 
liberty  to  refer  the  question  to  you  for  an  expression  of  opinion. 

I  have,  &c.,  

GEOEGB  W.  WUETS. 


No.  316. 
Mr.  FreUnghnysen  to  Mr.  Wurts. 

No.  103.]  Dbpabtment  of  Statb, 

Washington^  June  20, 1884. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  No.  127  of  the  22d  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  ad- 
vised whether  an  American  citizen  after  becoming  a  Bussian  subject 
temi>orarily,  can  later  on  resume  his  American  citizenship,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  our  statutes  recognize  the  right  of  expatriation  as  in- 
herent and  dependent  solely  on  the  will  of  the  individual. 

An  American  citizen  exercising  that  right,  whatever  be  his  motive, 
and  acquidng  a  foreign  allegiance  by  naturalization  in  due  form,  is 
thereafter  to  us  as  completely  an  alien  as  if  he  had  never  been  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

If  be  should  desire  to  resume  his  American  status,  the  laws  make  no 
distinction  between  him  and  any  other  alien,  and  provide  no  process 
save  naturalization. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEBD'K  T.  FRBLINGHUTSBN. 


SIAM. 

No.  317. 
Mr.  Haldermcm  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

71.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkokj  8iam^  December  11, 1883.    (Eeceived  Feb.  2, 1884.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  correspondence 
with  the  Foreign  Office  relating  to  the  Siamese  embassy  now  en  route 
to  Washington. 
1  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 
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rinoloeare  1  in  No.  71.1 

Mr,  Halderman  io  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Banghohy  December  3,  1883. 

Sir  :  In  Augrust  last  I  yentnred  to  announce  to  my  Oovernment  the  common  ranior 
that  a  Siamese  embassy  had  departed  for  America  via  England.  » 

In  reply  this  day  received,  the  Secretary  of  State  nses  the  following  language : 

*^  The  President  has  been  much  gratified  to  learn  of  the  coming  of  such  an  embiifl^y 
and  will  do  all  that  he  possibly  can  upon  its  arrival  to  properly  manifest  his  pleasore 
and  the  hearty  good  will  and  appreciation  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  St>ates  toward  those  of  Siam." 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the  American  onstoms  officers  have  been  instractedto 
pass  without  examination  all  baggage  belonging  to  the  embassy. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


IXnclosare  2  in  No.  71.~Trftnilation.] 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Mr.  Halderman, 

Foreign  Office, 
Bangkok,  December  10,  1883. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  excellency's  dispatch,  dated  the  3d 
instant)  by  which  yon  inform  me  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
was  prepared  to  receive  the  embassy  from  Siam. 

I  have  conveyed  the  contents  of  your  dispateh  to  His  Majesty,  my  sovereign,  for 
information  of  His  Mi^esty.  ^ 

His  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  state  to  you  that  it  has  given  His  Mi^eety  great 
pleasure  to  learn  from  yon  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  preparine 
for  a  suitable  reception  of  the  embassy  from  Siam,  and  that  His  Maiesty  has  received 
information  from  his  minister  plenipotentiary  that  he  intends  to  leave  for  America 
in  the  month  of  December,  if  not  prevented  by  any  unforeseen  circumstances.  He  will 
proceed  thereto,  conveying  with  nim  the  proof  of  the  high  esteem  which  His  Majesty, 
my  sovereign,  entertains  ror  the  United  States. 


No.  318. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  74.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BanghoJcj  Siam^  January  8, 1884.    (Received  February  27.) 

SiB:  After  a  fortnight's  absence,  I  have  retorned  ftom  Chantabon, 
an  important  Siamese  port,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Siam, 
about  170  miles  southeast  of  Bangkok,  whither  I  had  gone  to  make 
survey  of  the  trade  prospects. 

The  town  has  a  sheltered  harbor  for  junks  and  light-draught  vessels 
only,  and  an  estimated  population  of  30,000  Chinese,  Anamen,  and 
Siamese.  It  sells  annually  for  foreign  consumption  about  25,000  piculs 
of  pepper  (a  picul  equals  133^  pounds). 

Precious  stones,  cardamom  seeds,  and  ivory  in  small  quantities  are 
also  exported.    On  the  hill  sides  near  by,  coffee  is  produced. 

In  the  alluvial  plains,  20  miles  out,  stretching  as  many  miles  more 
toward  Batamboug,  and  in  a  northeasterly  course,  sapphires  are  found. 
The  workers  in  these  deposits  are  now  few  in  number,  and  are  for  the 
most  part  experienced  Indian  and  Burmese  miners. 
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The  gems  are  said  to  be  not  inferior  in  beauty,  brilliancy,  and  value 
to  the  sapphires  of  Ceylon. 

I  found  a  Boman  Catholic  mission,  claiming  2,000  converts,  engaged 
in  what  appeareil  to  be  a  not  unsuccessful  work. 

French  influences  are  seeking  to  establish  a  line  of  steamships  from 
Bangkok,  via  Chantabun,  to  Saigon,  the  capital  of  French  Cochin  China, 
and  give  assurance  of  ultimate  success. 

The  special  inducements  for  American  trade  are  not  now  superior  to 
what  may  be  had  at  other  Asiatic  sea-porta  possessing  better  harbors 
and  safer  anchorage. 

Population  along  the  coast  and  on  the  adjacent  islands  is  sparse. 

This  territory,  lying  contiguous  to  Cochin  China  and  the  protected 
^tate  of  Cambodia,  will,  perhaps,  at  no  remote  day,  receive  attention,  as 
now  nowhere  may  a  fh>ntier  line  be  found  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
two  interested  powers,  France  and  Siam. 

In  my  journey  I  was  accompanied  by  Conite  de  Kergaradec,  the 
French  commissaire  and  consul. 

Near  Chantabun  we  met  His  Majesty  the  King  en  route  to  that  port. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDBBMAN. 


No.  319. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  84.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bangkok^  Siam^  February  23, 1884.    (Received  April  10.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  note  addressed 
by  me  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Siam,  asking,  at  the  request  of  mission* 
aries  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Church,  permission  to  advance  their 
lines. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDEEMAN. 


[Inolotnre  in  No.  84.] 

Mr,  Halderman  to  the  King. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkok,  Siam,  February  %  1884. 

Sire  :  The  Reverend  Doctor  MoQilyary  and  his  associates  of  the  Presbyterian  mis- 
sion at  Cheng  Mai,  desire  permission  to  establish  a  missionary  station  at  Lakon,  in  the 
North  Laos  country ;  to  reside  there  permanently  as  teachers  of  the  Christian  religion ; 
to  have  protection  and  safe  conduct  at  the  station,  aud  in  transit  to  and  from  the 
same ;  to  bnjr  houses  and  grounds  for  the  necessary  buildings;  to  open  schools;  to  es- 
tablish hospitals,  where  the  poor  may  be  supplied  gratuitously  with  medicine  and  med- 
ical attendance:  aud  to  theendthatthey  may  be  aided,  assisted,  and  protected  herein, 
request,  through  me,  a  royal  letter  of  authority  directed  to  the  viceroy  at  Lakon. 

In  a  late  proclamation  it  was  annoui^^d  ''that  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  all 
his  subjects  be  allowed  to  choose  their  mode  and  object  of  worship  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences,"  and  on  a  more  recent  occasion,  when  I  nad  the 
honor  of  presenting,  at  a  royal  audience,  American  men  and  women  engaged  in  Chris- 
tian missionary  work  in  Siam,  your  Majesty  was  understood  to  declare  lor  *'  free  tol- 
eration in  all  religions  th^t  tended  to  the  advancement  of  the  people  and  did  not  con- 
flict with  the  laws  of  the  realm." 

Upon  these  liberal  and  enlightened  promises  my  constituents  rely,  believing,  as  I 
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do,  that  their  religion  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  people  and  does  not  conflict 
with  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  petitioners  are  not  political  agents  or  Jacohins,  hnt  peaceable,  law-abiding 
persons  desirous  of  doing  good,  who  at  all  times  and  places  would  be  loyal  to  your 
Majesty's  Goyemment,  and  to  the  constituted  authorities. 

I  have  pleasure  in  commending  them,  and  in  making  their  request  my  own. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  Migesty  the  assurance  of  my  hi^ 
consideration. 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


No.  320. 
Mr.  Ejilderman  to  Mr,  Frelinghuyaen. 

[ExtlAOt] 

No.  91.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkok^  Siam^  April  9, 1884.    (Received  Jane  12.) 

Sm :  I  had  aadience  of  the  King  this  afternoon,  which  was  not  pro- 
longed, on  account  of  the  information  there  communicated  that  His 
Ms^esty  a  few  hours  before  had  lost  by  cholera  another  half-sister— ft 
princess  highly  esteemed  for  her  many  virtues. 

I  stated  that  I  had  sought  tbe  interview  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what 
might  be  the  royal  pleasure  concerning  the  application  of  certain  Ghns- 
tian  missionaries  presented  by  me  two  months  since  asking  license  to 
establish  a  Christian  mission,  school,  and  hospital  at  Lakon,  North 
Siam. 

The  reply  was  the  petition  had  been  considered,  and  that  the  Siamese 
commissioner  at  Lakon  would  be  instructed  to  obtain  from  the  aatiiori- 
ties  at  Lakon  the  desired  protection,  and  that  I  should  be  furnished 
vrith  a  copy  of  the  royal  order. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Another  royal  promise  was  gratefully  received,  to  wit,  that  the  next 
installment  of  state  scholars  should  be  sent  to  America  to  be  educated. 
Europe  has  thirty  or  more  while  our  own  country  has  none. 

•  •••••  • 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


No.  321. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Haldrntnan. 

[Bxtract] 

No.  45.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

•  Washinqton^  April  29,  1884. 
Sib  :  Adverting  to  the  Department's  No.  28,  of  October  9  last,  to 
you,  I  have  now  to  state  that  the  Siamese  consul  at  New  York  re- 
cently announced  to  the  Department  the  departure  ftom  Liverpool,  tbe 
26th  instant,  of  the  special  embassy  from  Siam  for  the  United  States, 
whither  it  was  expected  to  arrive  about  the  2d  or  3d  proximo. 
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These  facts  were  duly  communicated  to  the  President,  who  properly 
presented  them  to  Congress.  •  •  ♦  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  directed  the  customs  authorities  to  extend  to  the  embassy,  upon  its 
arrival  at  New  York,  every  facility  and  courtesy  for  the  passage  of  the 
personal  baggage  of  His  Majesty's  special  mission,  and  has  placed  at 
its  disposal  a  revenue-cutter  to  convey  the  embassy  to  that  city  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  quarantine. 

The  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  have  also  been  requested  to 
lend  the  co-opeyation  of  their  respective  Departments,  to  the  extent  at 
least  of  firing  a  salute  upon  the  arrival  of  the  ship  off  New  York,  and  to 
otherwise  testify  their  ]  i vely  interest  in  the  approaching  embassy.  Eear- 
Admiral  Eodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  who  will  be  accompanied  by  Mr.  Sevellon 
A.  Brown,  chief  clerk  of  this  Department,  has  been  designated  to  pro> 
ceed  to  New  York,  and  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  embassy  to  extend  to  it,  in 
the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  cordial  and  sincere 
welcome.  From  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  perceived  that  every  precau- 
tion has  been  taken  to  demonstrate  to  the  embassy  the  pleasure  which 
this  Government  feels  at  receiving  it,  and  I  may  also  observe  that  the 
desire  of  the  President  is  that  no  opportunity  shall  be  omitted  whereby 
be  may  further  testify  his  high  appreciation  of  the  presence  of  this  rep- 
resentative body  from  that  distant  friendly  country,  Siam. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  322. 
Mr.  FreUnhuyaen  to  Mr.  Halderman. 

[Extnot.] 

No.  47.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  May  31, 1884. 

Sib  :  The  Department's  instruction  No.  45.  of  April  29  last,  will 
have  apprised  you  of  its  action  in  respect  of  the  expected  special  mis- 
sion from  Siam.  Since  then,  the  mission  has  reached  our  shores  in 
safety,  and  the  preparations  outlined  in  the  Department's  previous  in- 
struction for  the  reception  of  the  Siamese  were  fully  observed. 

I  may  now,  in  continuation  of  that  subject,  briefly  refer  to  what  has 
been  done  for  the  pleasure  of  the  mission,  since  its  arrival  in  the  United 
States  up  to  the  present  time. 

As  stated  in  the  Department's  No.  45,  Bear- Admiral  Bodgers,  whom 
the  President  designated  to  receive  the  mission  in  his  name,  met  it  on 
the  arrival  of  the  ship  and  discharged  the  service  intrusted  to  him  with 
care  and  fidelity. 

The  Serretary  of  the  Treasury  kindly  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
Bear- Admiral  Bodgers  a  revenue-cutter  belonging  to  this  Oovemment 
In  this  boat,  he  met  the  ship  and  conveyed  the  mission  to  New  York. 
In  that  city,  the  mission  remained  during  Sunday  (the  day  of  its  arrival) 
and  Monday,  May  3  and  4,  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  as  the  guest  of 
this  nation,  reaching  this  capital  on  Tuesday  following,  where  they  were 
similarly  cared  for  at  the  Arlington  Hotel,  for  about  ten  days. 

Immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  Washington,  the  members  of  the 
mission  were  formally  presented  by  me  to  the  President,  who  expressed 
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great  pleasure  at  receiving  tbem  and  warm  personal  sympathy  for  their 
coontj^y  between  which  and  tbe  United  States  the  most  amicable  rela- 
tions have  always  existed. 

Every  possible  attention  was  shown  the  mission  during  its  stay  h^^ 
including  a  trip  to  Mount  Yemon,  on  the  United  States  steamer  Des- 
patch, in  order  to  manifest  our  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  its  mem- 
bers personally  and  our  warmest  sympathies  for  their  country.  Not  only 
has  tlie  mission  been  the  subject  of  these  official  attentions,  but  many 
courtesies  have  also  been  accorded  by  private  citizens.  These  latter  I 
have  no  doubt  have  been  much  appreciated  and  contributed  in  no  small 
dejn^ee  to  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  the  individual  members. 

The  mission  has  lately  returned  to  New  York,  whose  citizens  have 
also  manifested  great  appreciation  for  it.  It  is  understood  that  the 
mission  will  leave  that  city  early  next  week  on  a  westward  tour«  which 
may  extend  as  far  as  the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  Isaac  T.  Smith,  the  consul  of  Siam  at  New  York,  and  whose  ef- 
forts and  services  have  been  constantly  exerted  for  the  welfare  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  since  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  has  in- 
formed the  Department  that  the  mission  intended  visiting  Philadelphia 
Monday  next. 

I  at  once  addressed  the  mayor  upon  the  subject,  asking  that  «i 
officer  of  the  city  government  meet,  if  possible,  the  mission  and  escort 
it  to  the  various  places  of  interest,  as  but  one  day's  time  was  available. 
The  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Mint  was  also  addressed  and 
requested  to  extend  to  the  mission  upon  its  arrival  every  possible  op- 
I>ortunity  for  examining  whatever  might  prove  of  interest. 

I  apprehend  that  these  precautions  will  be  all  that  is  necessary  to 
render  their  trip  to  Philadelphia  one  of  success  and  pleasure. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  923. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  99.]  VLADrvosTOCK,  Siberia, 

June  14, 1884.    (Received  September  6.) 

Sib:  This  port  is  Russia's  principal  military  and  naval  station  on 
the  Pacific  It  has  a  population  of  10,000  and  a  prospect  of  healthy 
growth.  It  is  connected  with  Nagasaki,  Japan,  800  miles  distant,  via 
^e  Oorean  ports  Fusan  and  Yuen- San,  by  monthly  steam  servioe. 
During  four  months  of  the  year  navigation  is  suspended  by  the  rigors 
of  winter.  On  the  west  it  has  uninterrupted  connection  with  St.  Peters- 
burg by  post-route  and  telegraph. 

The  situation  is  pleasing,  and  the  harbor  safe  and  capacious.  It 
would  seem  easy  of  defense. 

An  iron  floating  dry-dock,  with  capacity  for  the  largest  vessels,  is 
under  contract  and  will  soon  be  completed. 

On  the  acyacent  lands  cereals  and  vegetables  thrive.  It  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  Siberia  may  yet  supply  Asia  with  bread. 

Large  well-stocked  mercantile  establishments  and  godowns  may  be 
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seen,  owned  or  controlled  by  Germans  who  buy  in  Hamburg  and  ship 
direct  by  steamer  through  the  Suez  Canal. 

Here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  East,  Ghinamen  are  the  workers,  the  day 
laborers,  brick-mafkers,  butchers,  bakers,  shopkeepers,  &c.  A  few 
Coreans  are  employed  in  the  brick-yards.  Bussians,  Siberians,  and 
Cossacks  are  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  drosky  drivers. 

Meat  is  the  staple  article  of  food.  Grood  beef  is  abundant.  People 
of  all  conditions  afl^t  caviar  and  vodka.  Ladies  smoke  cigarettes  at 
the  dinner  table,  and  dress  with  the  elegance  of  their  sisters  in  Wash- 
ington or  Paris. 

Though  tlie  trees  are  in  leaf,  and  the  hillsides  are  carpeted  with 
green,  the  mercury  marks  i(P  Fahrenheit,  while  men  and  women  wear 
winter  clothing,  wraps,  and  fhrs.  Later  in  the  season  8(K>  of  heat  may 
be  reached. 

The  Western  powers  are  not  represented  by  consuls;  Japan  alone  hay* 
ing  a  commercial  agent.  I  was  told  that  such  representation  was  not 
desired,  inasmuch  as  this  is  a  Government  station,  and  not  an  open 
tree  port  soliciting  trade  with  the  outside  world.  No  one  may  venture 
hither  without  a  passport ;  a  strict  surveillance  is  maintained.  The 
Gorean  frontier  is  80  miles  distant  on  the  south.  Saghalien,  an  island 
ceded  by  Japan,  containing  the  Russian  convict  settlements,  is  hard 
by. 

I  have  exchanged  calls  with  the  governor.  At  one  of  our  mterviews 
I  took  occasion  to  observe  that  the  considerate  treatment  awarded  to 
the  heroes,  lost  and  living,  of  the  iU-fated  Jeannette,  by  himself  and 
other  Bufisian  officials  had  made  more  enduring  the  warm  friendship 
entertained  by  my  Government  and  people  for  his  own.  On  account 
of  ill  health  I  have  been  compelled  to  decline  proffered  courtesies. 

En  route  to  Vladivostock  I  visited  Fusan  and  Yuensan  (Gensan)  on 
the  east  coast  of  Corea.  From  what  I  saw  and  learned  of  the  ^^  hermit 
kingdom"  I  could  hardly  recommend  Americans  to  quit  their  own 
country  and  go  thither. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


No.  324. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  103.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

BangkoJcj  Siam^  July  16, 1884.    (Received  September  8.) 
Sib  :  I  have  received  this  day  from  his  royal  highness  Prince  Kxom 
Mem  Nares  Warariddhi,  the  Siamese  minister  at  Washington,  a  letter 
of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy. 

It  wiU  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  embassy  were  highly  pleased 
at  the  warm  welcome  extended  to  them  by  the  American  Government 
and  people. 

Tlm>ugh  other  channels,  strictly  personal,  the  minister  prince  writes 
of  his  journey  as  a  ''triumphal  march,*^  a  "  continued  ovation,"  whereat 
he  and  his  suite  were  made  supremely  happy. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 
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rindosnre  in  No.  108.1 
Prince  Nturm  to  Mr,  Haldermau, 

Washinotok,  Map  11, 1884. 

My  Dear  Gbnerax  Haldxrman:  I  take  the  first  opportanity  since  my  arriyal  in 
the  United  States  to  write  and  let  yon  know  how  deeply  I  have  been  gratified  at  the 
warm  and  ffeneroas  reception  which  has  been  accorded  to  me,  and  at  the  nniTersal 
kindness  which  yonr  countrymen  have  been,  and  still  are,  befttowing  npon  m^  on  all 
sides. 

I  never  doubted  reoeiyinff  a  warm  and  kindly  welcome  here,  but  that  yonr  Oovem- 
ment  should  have  extendea  its  hand  toward  me  in  the  manner  it  has  done,  and  that 
its  members,  one  and  all,  should  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  my  sojourn  here  de- 
lightful, is  more  than  I  could  ever  have  expected  or  than  I  can,  even  now,  realiie. 

In  these  circumstances  you  will  npt,  I  am  sure,  doubt  how  thoroughly  sincere  my 
feelings  are,  nor  will  you  allow  me  (k>  forego  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  expressing  to  you 
personally  my  sentiments  of  friendship  and  of  gratitude,  for,  although  you  are  far 
away.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  fact  that  all  this  Kindness  must,  in  no  small  measure, 
be  attributed  to  you. 
Believe  me,  &,o., 

NARES  WARARIDDHI. 


No.  326. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  1Q9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkok^  Siam^  August  1, 1884.    (Beceived  September  23.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  tran^init  copy  of  a  oommanica- 
tion  received  from  the  prime  miDister  of  Siam. 

Pursuant  to  this  notice,  the  Eajah  of  Tnluban  has  placed  in  my  pos- 
session, for  presentation  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a 
gold- mounted  kris  and  two  gold-mounted  spears  of  Malay  pattern, 
manufactured  by  Malay  artisans  in  the  Bajah's  own  province. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  23d  April,  1883,  as  reported  in  my 
No.  30,  in  the  name  of  our  Oovemment,  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting 
a  gold  medal  and  a  magazine  rifle  to  this  Mohammedan  governor  at  his 
pSace  in  Tuluban,  Malay  Peninsula,  in  recognition  of  aid  and  succor 
extended  by  him  and  his  people  to  shipwreck^  American  seamen. 

The  kris  and  spears  are  of  beautiful  design  and  of  exquisite  work- 
manship ;  they  will  be  forwarded  by  first  safe  opportunity. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDEBMAN. 


[Indosore  in  Ka  109.~Tnmsl»tion  ftirniahecl  by  prime  minister] 
Prime  minister  to  Mr.  Halderman. 

Sir:  The  Rajah  of  TaluhaD,  who  has  come  to  Bangkok  to  pay  homage  to  his  most 
ffracions  M^jetty,  and  to  assist  at  the  cremation  of  his  late  hignness  Somdetoh  Chow 
Phya  Parama  Maha  Sri  Snrriwonffse,  has  hnmbly  made  known  to  His  Mi^eety  that 
he  nas  prepared  a  kris,  with  a  goM  hilt  and  scabbard  of  alloyed  gold,  and  two  spears 
with  gold  scabbards  of  Malay  fashion,  and  mannfactared  by  artisans  of  Tnlnban, 
and  has  asked  the  royal  permission  to  present  them  to  the  United  States  Govemment 
as  a  futnre  remembrance. 

His  Majesty,  being  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  is  of  opinion  that  the  Ri^ah  of  Tn- 
luban's  action  in  assisting  American  sailors  is  very  praiseworthy,  and  the  Rigah  of 
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Tnlaban's  preparing  a  gift  to  preaent  to  the  United  States  Goyemment  in  remem- 
brance also  meets  with  His  Most  Qraoions  Majesty's  approbation.  His  majesty  has 
therefore  granted  his  royal  permission  for  the  Ri^ah  to  send  his  presents  m  accord- 
ance withnis  wishes. 

It  is  therefore  my  intention  to  send  Hluang  Dhamrong  Snrind  Rit  to  accompany  the 
Ri^ah  of  Tulnban  to  hand  the  kris  and  spears  over  to  yonr  excellency  and  I  reqnest 
yonr  excellency  to  receive  them  and  forward  them  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Ri^ah  of  Tulnban. 

I  shall  thank  yonr  excellency  to  acquaint  me  at  what  day  and  hour  it  will  be  con- 
yen  ient  for  yonr  excellency  to  receiye  the  Ri^ah  of  Tulnban. 

Written  on  Friday  the  8th  day  of  the  rising  6th  moon,  in  the  year  Wank  Cho-Sok, 
1246. 


No.  326. 
Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

lExtTIMt.1 

No.  110.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

BtmglcoJc,  SHanij  August  9, 1884.    (Received  Sept.  22.) 
Sm :    •    •    •    I  traoBmit  herewith  a  note  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  acquainting  him  of  the  presentation  herein 
referred  to,  which,  I  beg  yon  to  read  and  cause  to  be  delivered. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


rinoio*<>i^  iA  ^o.  110] 
Mr.  Halderman  to  the  ProHdent. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkok,  Siam,  August  9,  1884. 

Mr^  President:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  yonr  Excellency  that  on  the  6th  in- 
stant I  forwarded  to  yonr  address,  in  care  of  the  Department  of  State^  hy  the  Ameri- 
can hark  Charles  L.  Pearson,  of  Boston,  two  hozes  containing  a  Malay  kris  and  two 
Malay  spears,  presents  through  me  from  the  R^jah  of  Tulnban  to  the  Goyernment  of 
the  United  States. 

These  rare  weapons  are  of  beautiful  design  and  exquisite  workmanship.  They  will 
be  Talned,  I  doubt  not,  because  of  the  sentiment  which  inspired  their  presentation,  as 
also  because  of  the  poetic  interest  which  attaches  to  the  ruler,  people,  and  land 
whence  they  come. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  April,  1863, 1  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  this  Ma- 
lay chief,  at  his  palace  in  Tulnban,  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  a  sold  medal 
and  a  magazine  rifle,  in  recognition  of  his  friendly  offices  to  shipwrecked  American 
seamen  on  the  Malay  coast. 

On  the  occasion  or  his  recent  visit  to  Bangkok,  whither  he  had  come,  as  is  the  ori- 
ental custom,  to  pay  homage  to  the  King  of  Siam,  who  is  the  suzerain  of  his  state, 
he  made  frequent  visits  to  tnis  legation,  where  he  broke  bread  with  yonr  representa- 
tive, and  expressed  a  living  gratitude  for  high  honors  conferred. 

He  desired  me  to  give  ossnrance  that  the  presents  transmitted  were  intended  by 
him  to  symbolize  his  cordial  friendship  for  the  great  American  Government  and 
people. 

I  have,  dLO,, 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 
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No.  327. 
Mr,  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghujfsen. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  114.  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bangkok,  Siam,  September  3, 1884.    (Received  October  20.) 

Sm :  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Siam,  in  consideratioii  of  the  American 
Oovemment's  warm  friendship,  and  of  your  representative's  ^^  fiiithfol 
observance  of  treaty  relations,''  has  been  ptoased  to  present  to  the  United 
States  the  house,  outbuildings,  and  lease-hold  estate  in  grounds  now 
occupied  by  this  legation. 

Particulars  are  set  forth  in  accompanying  copy  of  dispatch  this  day 
received  from  His  Boyal  Highness  Prince  Devawongsa,  His  Majesty's 
secretary. 

I  have  communicated  to  Hia  Mt^esty  my  grateftil  acknowledgmentB 
and  high  appreciation  of  the  sentiment  that  inspired  the  gift,  and  my 
purpose  to  report  same,  without  delay,  to  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States.  "^^ 

The  house  is  now  occupied  by  the  undersigned  and  is  the  same  upon 
which  I  had  obtained  a  lease  for  sixteen  years.  I  have  assigned  that 
contract  of  lease  without  consideration  or  expense  to  my  Government. 

The  improvements  upon  the  compound  have  cost  probably  $10,000  or 
more.  The  main  building,  84  by  58  feet,  is  of  wood,  brick,  and  cement, 
two  stories  high,  with  attap  roof,  fifteen  rooms,  and  wide  verandahs.  It 
will  be  noted  that  a  ground  rent  of  $84  annually  is  expected  to  be  paid. 

The  property  is  advantageously  situated  between  the  British  agency 

and  consulate-general  and  the  Siamese  customs  house,  in  the  midst  of 

the  business  part  of  the  city  of  Bangkok,  with  a  river  frontage  of  166 

feet,  extending  back  149  feet. 

•  •••••• 

I  beg  to  express  the  great  personal  satisfaction  I  have  in  making  this 
communication. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDBBMAK. 


[Incloeiire  in  No.  114.] 

Prince  Devawimgaa  to  Mr,  Halderman, 

Private  Secretary's  Office,  Grand  Palace, 

Bangkok,  September  ^,  1884. 

Monsieur  le  Ministrs  :  In  consideration  of  the  strong  sentiments  of  friendship 

■which  ^ou  and  your  Governnent  have  held  toward  His  Majesty's  Gtovemment,  ana 

in  consideration  of  your  faithful  ohservauoe  of  treaty  relations,  I  have  the  honor  to 

inform  yon  that  my  gracious  soyereign  has  heen  pleased  to  bny  the  house  now  occu- 

Sied  by  your  excellency  as  the  United  States  Legation,  and  to  present  it  to  the  United 
tates  Government  as  a  token  of  His  Mi^esty's  strong  attachment  of  friendship  for 
the  United  States  of  America.  His  Majesty  trusts  that  it  will  be  acceptable  to  your 
Government.  I  am  commended,  therefore,  to  request  that  your  excellency,  as  the 
representative  of  your  Government,  take,  hold,  and  possess  in  perpetuity  the  said 
house,  grounds,  and  all  the  buildings  and  fences  in  the  compound  in  front  of  Wat 
Muang  Khei. 

I  have  to  add  that  the  yearly  contribution  of  one  hundred  and  forty  ticals  ($84)  to 
the  said  Monastery  or  Wat  will  not,  perhapd,  be  objected  to  by  your  Government,  is 
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it  hae  been  the  castoin  of  all  former  Owners  of  this  place  to  contribute  this  charity 
to  that  church,  and,  knowing  the  good  free  will  of  United  States  citizens,  I  am  sure 
yon  will  not  wish  to  violate  the  reasonable  customs  of  the  locality.  I  venture  to 
hope  that  your  excellency  will  not  find  it  burdensome  to  comply  with  this  custom; 
and  so,  the  entire  ownership  of  this  property  hereby  passes  to  your  excellency's  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  avail  myself,  &c., 

DEVAWONGSA  VAROPRAKAR. 


^    No.  328. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Halderman. 

Ko.  67.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  11, 1884. 
SiB:  I  have  received  your  No.  103,  of  July  16  last,  aocompaDied  by  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you,  wherein  Prince  Nares  Warariddhi,  of 
the  special  mission  from  Siam,  lately  ih  the  United  States,  speaker  of  the 
cordial  reception  accorded  his  mission  here.  While  his  letter  has  been 
read  with  appreciation,  yet  I  may  observe  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment has  always  found  pleasure  in  testifying  its  good  will  to  those 
foreign  Governments  which  manifest  a  disposition  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  our  country,  its  institutions  and  modes  of  progress ;  and 
omits  no  course  which  may  serve  to  knit  closer  their  mutual  relations 
of  fHendliness  and  material  benefit. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAVIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


No.  329. 

Mr.  Halderman  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  118.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

BangkoJcj  Siam^  September  16, 1884.    (Received  Nov.  17.) 

Sib  :  In  my  No.  84  of  February  23d  last,  I  reported  application  in 
behalf  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Church  to  establish  a  mission  at 
Liakon. 

After  sundry  promises  of  His  Majesty's  secretary  to  furnish  me  copy 
of  the  royal  edict,  I  addressed  him  in  terms  of  inclosed  paper  No.  1,  of 
date  July  18, 1884. 

For  answer,  I  received  originals  of  drafts  herewith,  numbered  2  and 
3.    They  may  or  may  not  mean  protection  in  the  ftiture. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  ostensibly,  the  power  to  act  has  been  dele- 
li^ted  to  Prince  Byet,'  the  Siamese  commissioner  to  the  Laos  states, 
and  further,  that  if  a  royal  edict  as  promised  has  been  issued  it  does 
not  appear  herein. 

I  shall  not  let  the  matter  rest  here,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  consid- 
ered importunate  by  the  Siamese  Government. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  American  Christian  missionaries 
within  this  Kingdom  and  dependencies  are  not  guaranteed  protection 
by  treaty  stipulation. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 
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pjiekMure  1  in  |ro.  118.] 

Mr,  ffaldermam  to  Ptimce  Devawangfo, 

Lboatiom  of  thk  Unird  Statxb, 

Bangkok,  Siatm,  July  16,  1884. 
FtaxfCE:  At  a  royal  audience  on  9th  April  last,  referring  to  the  application  of  cer- 
tain American  Christian  miasionariee  for  permission  to  establish  a  mission,  school, 
and  hospital,  with  necessary  protection,  at  Lakon,  North  Siam,  presented  by  me  two 
months  previoos.  His  Biajest^  was  pleased  to  observe  that  a  royal  order  granting  the 
reqnest  should  be  forthwith  issued,  and  that  I  should  be  supplied  with  a  copy  Uieroot 
presuming  that  the  matter  has  been  overlooked  in  the  press  of  business,  I  beg  that 
you  will  remind  His  Majesty  that  I  have  received  no  such  order  or  oopy  therecS^  and 
that  I  await  it  with  great  interest  for  transmission  to  the  parties  concerned,  as  abo  to 
mvGovemment. 
With  sentiments,  dbc, 

JOHN  A.  HALDERMAN. 


Ilnolosare  2  in  No.  118.— TnaaUtioii.] 

Prinoe  DevowonfMa  to  Mr,  ffalderman, 

PiYATB  Sbcrbtart's  Officb,  Qbahd  Paulcb, 

Bangkok,  Septombtr  14, 1884. 
MoNSUSUR  LB  MiNiSTRB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  excellency's  informa- 
tion a  copy  of  the  dispatch  received  this  day  from  his  royal  highness  Somdetoh 
Erom  Phra  Bamrap,  the  minister  of  the  interior  of  the  North  to  his  royal  highness 
Erom  Mun  Bijit  Prejakom,  the  special  commissioner  for  the  western  Laos  States^ 
under  the  date  of  the  9th  Aue ust,  in  reference  to  the  efttablishment  of  the  mismonary 
school,  hospital,  &c.,  at  the  Nakbon  Lampang,  or  generally  called  Loi^hon,  one  of  tlie 
northwestern  Laos  States,  in  terms  of  the  appucation  of  Mr.  McGilvary,  made  through 
your  excellency. 
I  avail,  Ac, 

DEVAWONGSA  VAROPRAEAR. 


[Inolosare  8  in  No.  118.— Tnuulstlon.] 
BOTAL  BDICT. 

His  royal  highness  Somdetch  Erom  Phra  Bamrap,  minister  of  the  North,  to  "Hia 
Mivjesty's  younger  brother,  Prince  Erom  Mun  B\jit  Prejakom,  special  commissioner 
for  the  Western  Laos  States. 

The  American  minister  has  presented  a  letter  to  His  Most  Qracious  Ms^esty  stating 
that  the  missionaries  (teachers  of  religion)  located  at  Chengmai  are  desirous  of  pui^ 
chaslDg  a  location  to  build  there  on  a  Christian  school  and  a  nospita)  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  medicines  and  the  cure  of  diseased  persons  at  Lampang. 

His  Majesty  the  Eing  is  of  opinion  that  aa  your  royal  highness  has  gone  up  to 
Chengmai  to  arrange  matters,  the  American  minister's  request  that  the  missionaries 
be  allowed  to  purchase  a  location  for  a  Christian  school  and  for  the  distribution  of 
medicines  should  be  referred  to  your  consideration ;  therefore  the  substance  of  the 
American  minister's  letter  is  sent  for  your  information. 

If  your  royal  highness  can  see  your  way  clear  to  arrange  the  matter  satiafiactorily, 
please  do  what  wiU  be  proper  under  the  circumstances  so  as  in  no  way  to  disturb 
official  or  friendly  relations. 

Whatever  arrangements  your  royal  highness  may  efifect  in  the  premises,  or  what- 
ever obstacles  may  arise,  please  send  down  a  full  statement. 

Given  Saturdav,  9th  lunation,  3d  of  the  waning  year  of  the  monkey,  6th  of  the 
decade,  17th  of  the  present  reign,  civil  era  1246  (i.  e.  August  9,  1884). 
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No- 330. 

Mr.  Frelinghuywn  to  Mr.  Halderman. 

No.  62.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

WashingUm^  September  30, 1884. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowlednre  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  109  aod  110,  of 
the  Ist  and  9th  of  August  last,  respectively,  concerning  two  gold 
mounted  Malay  spears  and  a  gold-mounted  Malay  kris,  presented  by 
the  B%jah  of  Tuluban  to  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
say  that  the  President,  who  has  been  advised  of  thei  contents  of  «your 
dispatches,  as  well  as  of  you|  letter  to  him  of  the  9th  of  August  last^ 
transmitted  with  your  No.  110,  has  been  much  gratified  at  this  evidence 
of  friendliness  on  the  part  of  the  E%jah,  whose  presents  have  been  ac- 
cepted in  the  name  of  the  United  States  Government  with  unfeigned 
pleasure. 

In  making  due  acknowledgment  of  them  you  will  so  state  on  behalf 
of  the  President. 
I  am,  &c.. 

FBBD'K  T.  FBBLINQHUTSBN. 


No.  331. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Halderman. 

No.  68.J  Dbpabtment  op  Statb, 

Washington^  October  24, 1884. 
Sm :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  No.  114,  of  the  3d  ultimo, 
wherein  you  announce  that  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Siam  has  donated 
to  the  United  States  a  house  and  grounds  at  Bangkok  for  legation 
purposes. 

llie  President  has  been  much  gratified  at  this  generous  action  of  His 
MiQCsty,  which  evidence  at  the  same  time  his  great  liberality  and  his 
friendship  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  whose  name, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  I  desire  you  to  express  to  His  Majesty 
its  sincere  thanks,  adding  that  upon  the  meeting  of  Oongress,  in  De- 
cember next,  the  gift  will  be  suitably  communicated  to  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

FBBD'K  T.  FBBLINQHUTSBN. 


OOBBBSPONDBNOB    WITH    THE    LBGATION    OF   SIAM   AT 

WASHINGTON. 

No.  332. 

Credentials  of  Prinoe  Krom  Mun  Naris. 

[Translation.  1 

Somdetch  Phra  Paramindr  Maha  Ghulalonkorn  Phra  Chula  Ghom  EHao 
King  of  Siam,  both  Northern  and  Southern,  and  all  its  dependencies. 
Laos,  Malays,  Kareans,  &c^  to  our  most  illustrious  friend  Oeneral 
Chester  A.  Arthur,  President  of  the  Bepublic  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  greeting  : 

The  desire  of  maintaining  and  strengthening  the  friendly  relations 
which  so  happily  exist  between  Siam  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
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and  of  termiDating  questions  arising  out  of  the  existing  treaties  and 
mooted  points  of  mntaal  rights  and  diplomatic  intercoorse,  and  all 
other  matters  that  may  require  discussion  and  arrangement  has  in- 
duced us  to  accredit  a  minister  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  have  therefore  chosen  our  beloved  brother,  our  trusted  counselor, 
his  royal  highness  Erom  Mun  Narto  Warariddhi,  Knight  of  the  Ulos- 
trious  Order  of  the  Maha  Ohakrakri,  Grand  Gross  of  the  Most  Noble 
Order  of  the  Chula  Ghom  Klao,  commander  of  the  Most  Honorable 
Order  of  the  Grown  of  Slam,  and  appointed  him  our  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to 
reside  in  England,  and  visit  the  United  States  of  America  from  time 
to  time,  as  may  be  desirable  for  the  end  in  view,  with  full  powers  for 
us,  and  in  our  name  to  confer,  negotiate,  conclude,  and  sign  any  con- 
vention <Mr  conventions,  or  other  acts  that  he  may  judge  necessary  for 
the  end  in  view.  We  promising  to  ratify  the  same  within  the  i>eriod 
agreed  upon. 

His  talent,  integrity,  and  fidelity  in  our  service,  of  which  he  has 
already  given  proofs,  make  us  feel  assured  that  he  will  justify  this  new 
mark  of  our  confidence,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  obtain  the  kind  re- 
gard of  your  Excellency. 

His  royal  highness  Erom  Mun  Narte  Warariddhi  knows  the  high 
esteem  we  entertain  for  your  Excellency,  and  will  express  those  senti- 
ments in  our  name,  and  is  charged  by  all  means  in  his  power  to 
strengthen  the  friendly  relations  now  so  happily  existing  between  our 
countries. 

We  pray  your  Excellency  to  give  full  and  entire  credence  to  all  that 
he  may  say  and  do  on  our  part. 

May  the  Supreme  Power  of  the  Universe  bless  and  keep  your  Excel- 
lency in  health,  honor,  and  happiness. 

Given  at  our  Gourt  Ghakrakri  Mahaprasad  at  Bangkok  on  Monday, 
the  12th  day  of  the  waxing  moon  of  the  month  Asalhamas  of  the  year 
goat,  fifth  decade,  1245  of  the  Siamese  astronomical  era,  corresponding 
to  the  16th  day  of  July,  1883,  of  the  Ghristian  era,  being  the  5361st  day, 
or  16th  year  of  our  reign. 

[Mann  Begia]  GHULALONEOfiN,  R.  8. 


No.  333. 
Speech  of  Prince  Krom  Mun  Karda  to  the  President,  May  6, 1884. 

Mr.  Pbesident  :  I  venture  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportonity  on 
which  1  have  the  high  honor  of  presenting  my  letters  of  credence  as 
minister  for  Siam  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  express 
to  your  excellency  the  earnest  wishes  of  my  august  sovereign  for  the 
health  and  prosperity  of  your  Excellency,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  con- 
stant desire  of  the  Eing  of  Siam  to  maintain  and  strengthen  the  friendly 
relations  already  existing  between  the  two  countries,  relations  upon 
which  so  much  of  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  my  country  and  tito 
growth  of  commbrcial  interests  between  the  two  countries  depend. 

Since  the  year  1833,  when  the  first  treaty  was  made  between  the  two 
countries,  my  Government  has  always  been  conscious  of  the  constant 
and  ever-increasing  good  will  shown  toward  Siam  by  the  United  States, 
and  American  citizens  have  always  been  regarded  by  Siam  with  feelings 
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of  firiendship  and  esteem,  particalarly  80  the  American  missionaries, 
who,  by  their  labors,  have  done  so  much  towards  the  advancement  of 
education,  science,  and  art  in  mj  country. 

Siam  has  been  honored  from  time  to  time  by  visits  firom  distinguished 
American  officers  and  citizens,  and  particularly  so  by  the  recent  visit 
of  General  Grant,  which  in  itself,  although  unofficial,  has  been  regarded 
as  a  signal  proof  of  friendship. 

The  appointment  by  the  United  States  Government  of  General  Hal- 
derman  as  resident  minister  at  Bangkok,  being  the  first  minister  to 
reside  near  my  sovereign,  has  given  so  much  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
to  my  Government  that  it  is  by  way  of  reciprocating  this  act  of  friend- 
ship that  I  have  now  the  honor  to  fill  the  appointment  of  Siamese  min- 
ister to  this  Bepublic;  and  in  this  capacity  I  humbly  beg  to  assure  your 
Excellency  that  my  chief  object  will  be  to  study  closely  His  Majesty's 
wishes,  in  the  hope  that  opportunity  may  be  afforded  to  me  to  give 
many  proofs  of  the  good  will  of  my  sovereign  toward  this  country. 

For  the  reception  so  graciously  accorded  to  me  on  my  arrival  by  the 
representatives  of  your  Excellency,,  and  for  the  sincere  kindness  ex- 
tended to  me  upon  all  sides,  I  beg,  in  behalf  of  His  Msgesty,  to  tender 
to  your  Excellency  his  most  sincere  and  cordial  thanks. 


No.  334. 
Reply  of  the  President  to  Prince  Krom  Mun  Nards. 

Prince  :  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  welcome  to  the  United  States  the 
diplomatic  representative  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Siam,  in  the  per- 
son of  one  of  His  Majesty's  royal  family. 

The  intercourse  maintained  between  the  United  States  and  Siam  for 
years  past  has  shown  the  mutual  desire  of  the  two  countries  to  draw 
closer  the  ties  of  friendship  and  commerce  which  join  two  nations  sep- 
arated by  half  the  circuit  of  the  globe.  Wide  apart  as  they  are,  and 
different  as  are  their  Governments  and  the  lives  of  their  peoples,  I  am 
glad  to  believe  that  the  two  countries  are  very  near  together  in  their 
aspirations,  since  both  strive  to  put  in  practice  like  ideas  of  progress, 
and  to  conduct  Government  for  the  benefit  of  the  governed. 

It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  your  purpose  now  is  to  become  acquainted 
with  this  country,  to  visit  its  length  and  breadth,  to  observe  its  natural 
resources  and  its  tireless  activity  in  the  fields  of  invention,  of  industry, 
of  manufacture,  and  of  the  useful  arts.  Probably  no  country  in  the 
world  presents  better  examples  for  the  study  of  the  causes  of  national 
development  and  success  than  our  own,  which,  young  as  it  is,  self- 
made  and  self-contained^  seeks  to  work  out  its  own  aims  with  peace 
and  good  will  toward  all  its  neighbors. 

I  ^g  of  you  to  assure  your  sovereign  of  the  friendship  which  we  of 
the  United  States  bear  to  him  and  to  l^e  people  over  whom  he  is  called 
to  role. 

30  PB 
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SPAIN. 

No.  335. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghupsen. 

No.  121.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statbs, 

Madrid,  December  15, 1883.    (Beceived  December  31.) 

Sir  :  Tbe  condition  of  slavery  in  Cuba,  a  fertile  source  of  discussion 
in  and  out  of  the  Cortes,  has  attracted  increased  attention  daring  the 
past  week  on  account  of  the  public  meeting  of  the  Spanish  Abolition 
Society.  The  law  of  the  13th  of  February,  1880,  established  a  kind  of 
guardianship  over  the  slaves,  who  were  accorded  certain  rights  and 
privileges  in  which  they  were  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  intervention  of 
^*  juntas  "  in  the  various  districts  of  the  island.  My  predecessor,  Mr. 
liOwell,  in  transmitting  a  copy  of  that  law  (No.  216,  November  11, 1879,) 
termed  it  an  "  attempt  to  cross  slavery  with  freedom,  being  in  its  very 
uature  futile,"  and  he  reported  that  "  nobody  expects  that  the  system  of 
guardianship  will  work,  or  that  slaves  can  be  kept  half  emancipated.'* 

The  object  of  the  meeting  referred  to  was  to  expose  the  evil  work- 
ings of  the  law  of  1880,  and  to  demand  the  immediate  and  complete 
emancipation  of  the  slaves.  It  is  insisted  by  this  society  that  the 
influence  of  the  masters  exercised  on  the  local  "juntas '^  and  in  the 
departments  of  the  Madrid  Government  has  been  sufficient  in  many 
instances  to  nullify  .the  most  important  provisions  of  the  law.  It 
states  that  the  district  "juntas"  are  in  most  part  composed  of  masters 
or  advocates  of  slavery,  and  hence  are  always  disposed  to  favor  the 
^^patronft^^  or  masters;  and  that  the  circulars  which  the  ministry  of 
Ultramar  has  sent  to  the  island  enjoining,  in  the  most  explicit  manner, 
the  observance  of  the  rights  of  the  negroes  specified  in  the  law  of 
1880,  have  been  rei)eatedly  disobeyed  or  ignored.  By  that  law  all  cor- 
poral punishment  was  i)rohibited,  but  notwithstanding  this  positive 
provision  the  use  of  stocks  and  the  ball  and  chain  in  the  most  cruel 
manner  has  been  notorious.  Separation  of  families  is  also  prohibited, 
but  this  has  been  openly  disregarded.  For  the  failure  of  the  masters 
to  comply  with  certain  specified  provisions  adopted  for  the  protection 
and  benefit  of  the  slaves,  the  law  decrees  their  immediate  and  unoon- 
ditional  freedom ;  but  this  society  estimates  that  there  are  now  seventy 
thousand  negroes  entitled  to  their  freedom,  who  are  held  in  bondage 
through  the  failure  or  refusal  of  the  ''juntas''  to  give  effect  to  the 
law.  As  illustrations  it  cites  the  fact  that  under  the  law  a  slave  who 
desires  emancipation  may  be  appraised,  and  ui)on  payment  of  the 
amount  fixed  he  is  to  become  freej  but  there  are  instances  where  the 
^* juntas''  have  refused  to  recognize  the  payment  in  Mexican  silver 
(which  is  the  current  coin  in  commerce)  and  have  required  ^oW  of  the 
old  Spanish  coinage  (not  in  circulation),  and  thereby  defeated  the  law. 
In  other  instances  the  '*  juntas"  have  refused  to  consider  the i>etition8 
of  the  slaves  because  they  have  not  been  presented  on  official  paper  or 
have  not  selected  as  their  rei)resentative  a  person  approved  by  the 
"junta";  and  when  no  such  technical  objection  can  be  interposed,  in 
many  cases  the  negroes  are  deprived  of  their  freedom  or  rights  guaran- 
teed by  the  law  by  the  mere  inaction  of  the  ''juntas,"  allowing  their 
petitions  to  remain  unattended  to  for  months  or  years.  Another  pro- 
vision repeatedly  violated  by  masters  without  relief  from  the  **  juntas" 
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is  the  payment  of  the  mouthly  stipend  to  the  slaves.  A  further  injus- 
tice is  cited  in  the  frequent  denial  or  failure  of  the  ^'juntas  "  to  grant 
an  appeal  from  their  decisions,  provided  for  in  the  law. 

Up  to  the  present  it  is  claimed  the  official  influence  in  Cuba  has  al- 
most entirely  been  on  the  side  of  the  ^^ patrons'"  and  against  the  negroes  ;^ 
bat  the  society  recognizes  the  indication  of  a  better  spirit  in  the  new 
governor-general  of  the  island,  and  in  its  recent  meeting  a  note  of 
thanks  was  tendered  to  the  present  ministry,  and  especially  to  the 
president  of  the  cabinet  and  the  minister  of  ultramar,  for  the  adoption 
of  the  royal  decree  of  the  27th  November  last,  abolishing  punishment 
by  stocks  and  the  ball  and  chain.  But  it  is  insisted  that  the  only  remedy 
for  the  injustice  being  inflicted  upon  the  negroes  and  the  evils  suffered 
by  the  island  through  slavery  is  its  immediate  and  unconditional  aboli- 
tion ;  that  any  political  or  economic  reform  is  absolutely  impossible  in 
Cuba  without  first  destroying  slavery,  "  the  center  of  all  abominations, 
the  foundation  of  all  opposition,  the  cause  of  all  antagonisms,  the  foun- 
tain of  all  immorality,  the  supposed  source  of  all  disasters." 

A  considerable  number  of  the  Cuban  representatives  in  the  Cortes 
are  active  members  of  the  Abolition  Society,  and  as  immediate  emanci- 
pation has  been  one  of  the  measures  proclaimed  by  the  public  men  and 
party  now  in  power,  it  is  designed  to  press  the  measure  during  the  present 
session  of  the  Cortes,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success. 

Besides  the  interest  which  our  country  has  in  the  general  and  moral 
aspects  of  a  question  affecting  so  near  a  neighbor,  for  us  additional  in- 
terest attaches  to  the  measures  which  it  is  proposed  by  the  advocates  of 
immediate  emancipation  to  adopt,  to  com[>ensate  the  owners  for  the  loss 
of  their  slaves.  It  is  conceded  that  neither  the  financial  condition  of 
Cuba  or  of  the  mother  country  will  admit  of  a  money  compensation.  It 
is,  therefore,  proposed  to  afford  them  relief  in  two  ways  :  first,  by  re- 
moving all  the  export  tax  on  the  products  of  the  island ;  and  seconi,  by 
negotiating  treaties  of  commerce,  especially  a  reciprocity  convention 
with  the  United  States  by  which  Cuban  products  will  be  afforded  a  more 
advantageous  market,  and  articles  of  ])rime  necessity  of  living  will  be 
introduced  free  of  duty  or  at  a  lower  tariff.  The  adoption  of  these 
measures  it  is  claimed  will  so  greatly  improve  the  interests  of  the 
planters  as  to  abundantly  compensate  them  for  the  loss  of  slave-labor^ 
which  in  its  present  condition  has  already  almost  ceased  to  be  valuable 
to  them. 

1  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  336. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

Ko.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Deceinher  20,  1883.     (Received  January  7,  1884.) 
Sib  :  The  consular  agent  at  Port  Mahon  has  presented  to  the  lega- 
tion a  question  of  citizenship,  based  upon  the  following  statement  of 
facts: 

*  Peter  Lucas,  a  native  of  Spain,  entered  the  United  States  military  serv- 
ice in  1835,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  served  over  twenty-one  years,  par- 
ticipating in  the  war  with  Mexico  and  that  of  the  rebellion,  and  received 
honorable  mention  for  faithful  and  gallant  conduct.  He  lived  several 
years  in  New  York  and  was  naturalized  August  13, 1872.  He  has  sev. 
eral  sons  citizens  of  and  now  resident  in  the  United  States.    He  has  re 
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tamed  to  Spain  and  has  taken  up  hiB  residence  at  the  place  of  his  births 
Port  Mahon.  He  has  a  minor  son  living  with  him  who  was  bom  in 
Spain  before  his  naturalization  as  an  American  citizen.  This  son  has 
never  been  out  of  Spain,  and  hence  was  not  in  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  the  father's  naturalization  nor  before  or  since  that  event-.  I 
have  no  information  that  the  father  intends  to  resume  his  resid^ice  in 
the  United  States. 

The  son  will  next  year  reach  the  age  when  Spanish  subjects  are  re- 
quired to  render  service  in  the  army.  Peter  Lucas,  the  father,  desires 
to  know  if  this  minor  son  will  be  recognized  by  this  legation  as  an 
American  citizen  and  be  entitled  to  exemption  from  such  service  on  ac- 
count of  his  (the  father's)  American  naturalization.  I  have  deferred  an 
answer  until  I  shall  have  referred  the  question  to  the  Department,  and 
I  will  thank  you  to  give  me  the  proper  instructions. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  337. 

Jlfr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  128.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  December  22, 1883.    (Received  January  9,  1884.) 

Sib  :  The  chief  of  the  section  of  the  Ministry  of  State  having  in  charge 
the  subject,  called  to-day  at  the  legation  and  informed  me  that  it  had 
been  decided  to  return  the  cattle  tax  collected  by  the  Spanish  consul 
at  Key  West,  Fla.,  on  the  exportation  of  cattle  to  Cuba,  which  has 
been  tiie  subject  of  correspondence  between  this  legation  and  the  Min- 
ister of  State.  He  said  that  instructions  were  being  prepared  to  be  sent 
to  the  consul  at  Key  West  on  the  subject,  and  that  within  a  few  days  I 
would  be  advised  by  an  official  note  of  the  action  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  have  thought  it  best  not  to  await  the  receipt  of  the  promised  note, 
but  to  give  you  information  at  once  of  the  expected  return  of  the  Illegally 
collected  tax,  which,  if  realized,  will  be  the  first  practical  step  yet  taken 
by  the  Spanish  Government  to  remedy  the  complaints  of  our  citizens 
in  regard  to  the  obstructions  to  commercial  intercourse  with  Cuba. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


|No.338. 
Mr.  Foiter  to  Mr.  Frelinghuffsen. 

(Eztract.J 

No.  131.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  December  27, 1883.  (Received  January  16, 1884.) 
Sib  :  In  my  No.  129.  of  the  24th  instant,  I  reported  to  yon  the  revo- 
cation of  the  fifth  article  of  the  royal  decree  of  March  12, 1867,  by  which 
article  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  United  States  under  the  Span- 
ish flag  was  required  to  pay  the  duties  fixed  in  the  fourth  column  of  the 
Cuban  tariff.    The  Official  Gazette  of  this  morning  contains  the  decree 
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of  revocation,  a  oopy  and  translation  of  which  I  inclose  herewith.  I  do 
not  advise  yon  of  this  action  by  cable,  as  the  order  does  not  begin  to 
take  effect  nutil  thirty  days  after  its  publication  by  the  Spanish  consuls 
in  their  respective  localities ;  and,  besides,  I  do  not  regard  the  measure 
as  of  such  importance  and  satisfactory  character  as  to  require  it. 

Having  occasion  to  call  upon  the  Minister  of  Ultramar  yesterday  on 
other  business,  he  referred  to  the  revocation  as  an  important  coucession 
to  the  United  States  and  as  indicating  the  disposition  of  the  present 
ministry  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  our  Government  in  regard  to  commer- 
cial relations  with  Cuba. 

I  told  the  minister  that  it  was  undoubtedly  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  I  thanked  him  tor  bringing  it  about,  but  it  was  far  i^om  satis- 
fying the  desires  of  the  United  States.  While  in  a  certain  sense  it  was 
a  concession  to  American  products,  it  was,  more  properly  speaking,  a 
favor  to  the  Spanish  flag ;  but  I  doubted  whether  it  would,  in  its  practi- 
cal operations,  result  in  any  benefit  to  either  our  products  or  to  Spanish 
vessels,  as  the  latter  could  hardly  engage  profitably  in  the  trade  carry- 
ing cargo  only  one  way,  and  at  best  it  merely  restored  the  condition  of 
things  as  they  existed  before  1867,  putting  again  in  ftill  rigor  the  objec- 
tionable differential  flag  system,  which  had  occasioned  the  discriminat- 
ing 10  per  cent,  ad  val^em  duties  in  the  United  States. 

The  minister  added  that  he  hoped  in  time  it  would  lead  to  other  meas- 
ures for  the  improvement  of  trade  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Cuba,  a  subject  to  which  his  department  was  then  gi^ng  a  careful 
study. 

On  the  publication  of  the  decree  of  revocation  to-day  I  asked  of  the 
Minister  of  State  an  interview  to  learn  more  fully  the  views  of  his  Gov- 
ernment before  communicating  to  you  the  official  copy  of  the  decree, 
and  I  have  just  returned  from  his  ministry  after  an  hour's  conference 
with  him.  I  elaborated  somewhat  at  length  my  views  expressed  to  the 
Minister  of  Ultramar,  as  above  briefly  indicated,  and  told  Sefior  Buiz 
Gomez  that  the  decree  announced  to-day  would  fall  far  short  of  satis- 
fying our  Government.  He  answered  that  the  ministry  considered  it 
afl  an  important  concession  to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  was  sorry 
to  see  that  I  did  not  esteem  it  so  highly ;  that  it  was  not  claimed  that 
this  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  to  place  the  commercial  re- 
lations of  Cuba  on  a  completely  satisfactory  basis,  but  it  was  a  great 
step  in  that  direction  ;  that  he  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  desirable  to 
abolish  altogether  the  differential  flag  system,  but  that  was  a  radi- 
cal reform  which  required  careful  examination,  both  in  the  interest  of 
the  Cuban  treasury  and  to  secure  ratification  by  the  Cortes  5  that  he 
had  promised  me  the  subject  should  have  special  consideration,  and  in 
ftilfillment  of  that  promise  he  had  asked  his  colleague  of  Ultramar  to 
send  to  him  an  official  of  his  department  with  whom  he  could  discuss 
and  agree  upon  the  reforms  which  were  practicable :  and  he  hoped  in  a 
short  time  to  be  able  to  submit  something  definite  n)r  my  examination. 
I  thanked  him  for  the  repetition  of  this  assurance,  but  asked  him  to 
excuse  me  if  I  went  beyond  diplomatic  propriety  when  I  said  that  I 
wa8  becoming  somewhat  impatient  under  these  repeated  assurances, 
and  that  it  seemed  to  me  the  urgency  of  an  early  arrangement  of  the 
Cuban  commercial  matters  was  not  fully  appreciated  by  his  Govern- 
ment ;  that  more  than  two  months  had  elapsed  since  he  first  discussed 
these  matters  with  me ;  that  in  the  meantime  he  had  been  able  to  ad- 
just commercial  questions  with  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Portugal,  and 
Italy ;  that  if  I  had  failed  in  the  past  to  impress  upon  him  the  neces- 
sity of  reaching  some  agreement  of  our  questions  with  Cuba,  I  desired 
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to-day  to  inform  him  in  the  most  positive  manner  that  these  matters 
were  approaching  a  crisis,  as  he  might  see  from  the  President's  last 
message  to  Congress.  •  •  •  i  added  that  I  thonght  he  was  onder 
a  misapprehension  in  supposing  that  the  adjustment  of  the  differential 
flag  question  was  dependent  upon  the  ratification  of  the  Cortes,  as  I 
understood  that  by  the  law  of  July  20,  1882,  full  power  was  given  to 
the  Government  to  admit  United  States  products  at  once  to  the  benefit 
of  the  third  column  of  the  Cuban  tariff. 

The  minister  •  •  •  assured  me  that  there  was  no  intention  on 
his  part  to  give  preferential  consideration  to  the  questions  of  other 
Governments,  and  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  his  desires  he  said  he  would 
call  the  Ministry  of  Ultramar  by  telephone  to  ascertain  if  it  wan  ready 
to  take  up  the  Cuban  commercial  subjects  immediately.  •  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHy  \V.  FOSTER. 


llmlosurein  No.  131.] 

ROYAL  DKCRKK. 

[Translation.] 

Ministry  of  Ultramar. 
In  onler  to  establish  proper  conditions  of  reciprocity  between  the  commerce  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  of  the  United  States,  and  without  prejudice  to  what  may  lie  de- 
cided in  the  drawing  np  of  tariffs  nnder  consitieratiou  for  such  island,  with  a  view 
to  establish  with  urgency  onr  commercial  relations  with  that  Repnblic  on  a  firm  and 
equitable  footiuir,  and  to  harmonize  all  iuteiests  in  conformity  with  the  report  made 
bv  the  section  of  ultramar  of  the  council  of  state,  on  the  proposition  of  the  minister 
or  ultramar,  and  in  accord  with  my  council  of  ministers,  I  hereby  revoke  article  5  of 
the  royal  decree  of  the  12th  of  March,  1867.  ordering  that  the  merchandise  proceed- 
ing from  the  United  States  under  the  Spanish  flag  will  pay,  on  its  importation  in  the 
island  of  Cnba,  the  dnties  named  in  the  tariff  on  the  same  merchandise  brought  un- 
der a  foreign  flag,  which  measure  will  take  efl'ect  thirty  days  after  the  publication  of 
this  decree  by  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  Spain  in  the  official  papers  of  their  re- 
spective districts. 
Given  at  the  palace  this  26th  of  December,  \SS'^. 

ALFONSO. 
The  Minister  of  Ultramar, 

E8TANisi*\o  SuXrez  InclXn. 


No.  339. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

ISo.  132.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  December  29,  1883.  (Received  Jaunary  19,  1884.) 
Sib  :  As  supplementary  to  my  No.  121,  of  the  15th  instant,  in  regard 
to  slavery  in  Cuba,  I  desire  to  add,  as  an  indication  of  the  pro^^ress  be- 
ing made  towards  complete  emancipation,  that  it  appears  from  the 
official  report  just  published  that  on  the  6th  ultimo  there  were  in  Cuba 
99,566  ^^ patrocinados^^  (the  legal  terra  applied  to  those  still  held  in  bond- 
age). In  the  year  1868,  before  the  Moret  emancipation  law  was  enacted, 
there  were  registered  385,356  slaves. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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No.  340. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.) 

No.  134.  J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madri^^  January  3,  1884.     (Keceived  Jaunary  23.) 

Sir:  My  Nos.  131  and  132  aud  previous  dispatches  have  informed 
you  of  the  steps  taken  and  the  progress  made  in  my  efforts  to  indnce 
the  Spanish  Government  to  bring  about  ah  improvement  in  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  with  the  United  States.  I 
am  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce  that  my  eflforls  have  been  crowned 
with  a  fair  degree  of  success  in  the  signing  with  the  Spanish  Minister 
of  State,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  on  yesterday,  of  the  agreement  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  with  this  dispatch. 

Article  1  of  this  agreement  admits  the  products  of  the  United  States 
to  the  benefit  of  the  third  column  of  the  tariflfs  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
being  thereby  exempted  from  the  30  to  GO  per  cent,  extra  duty  of  the 
fourth  column,  under  which  they  have  heretofore  been  admitted.  But 
its  greatest  gain  is  in  securing  the  abamlonment  by  Spain,  so  far  as 
the  United  States  is  concerned,  of  the  differential  flag  system,  againet 
which  our  Government  has  so  long  remonstrated. 

Article  2  restores  the  Cuban  market  to  the  Floiida  fishermen,  whose 
large  and  profitable  trade  was  broken  up  by  the  Spanish  order  of  March 
13,  1882. 

Article  3  settles,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Si)anish  West  Indies,  the  ir- 
ritating question  of  Spanish  consular  tonnage  fees  on  cargoes  collected 
in  our  ports.  I,  of  course,  understand  that  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  secured  a  full  concession  from  Spain  of  the  international  ille- 
gality of  levying  and  collecting  an  export  tax  by  foreign  officials  in  our 
own  i>orts;  but  as  in  its  application  it  was  mainly  a  burden  on  our 
West  Indian  commerce,  and  as  the  agreement  related  exclusively  to 
that  commerce,  1  thought  it  wise  to  accept  the  concession  in  this  limited 
form.  I  regard  it  as  a  virtual  yielding  of  the  whole  question,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  practice  will  be  entirely  abandoned,  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  legislation  can  be  had  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the  consular 
budget.  • 

Article  4  provides  for  the  removal  of  the  extra  duty  of  10  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  on  cargoes  brought  from  the  Antilles  under  the  Spanish 
flag,  which  our  Government  imposed  in  retaliation  of  the  Spanish  dif- 
ferential flag  duty.  The  latter  being  abolished,  the  removal  of  the  10 
per  cent,  duty  follows  as  a  consequence. 

For  the  fuller  information  of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  arti- 
cles 5  and  C  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  dispatch. 

To  enable  both  Governments  to  issue  the  proclamation  and  orders 
required  by  the  agreement,  and  to  give  ample  notice  to  their  respective 
officials  and  shipping,  aiticle  7  provides  that  the  stipulations  of  the 
agreement  shall  go  into  effect  on  the  Ist  of  March  next. 

Article  8,  relating  to  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, will  also  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  dispatch. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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No.  341. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  135.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  Janitary  4, 1884.    (Received  January  21.0 

Sib  :  The  5th  article  of  the  agreement  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commercial  relations  of  the  Uuitod  States  with  Gaba  and  Porto  Rico, 
transmitted  with  my  No.  134,  of  yesterday,  provides  for  the  removal  of 
all  discriminatiDg  or  extra  duties  in  this  commerce,  and  is  designed  to 
cover  any  cases  not  specified  in  the  preceding  articles.  Daring  the 
negotiations  which  led  to  the  agreement,  my  attention  was  called  to 
the  report  of  the  Spanish  consal  at  New  Orleans,  dated  in  1876,  in  which 
he  states  that  not  only  is  there  imposed  on  the  cargoes  of  Spanish  ves- 
sels arriving  from  Gaba  and  Porto  Rico  the  extra  10  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duty,  but  that  the  vessels  when  they  briag  cargo  &om  Gnba 
have  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  usual  tonnage  dues,  an  extra  charge  of 
$1.62^  for  each  ton  of  measurement. 

I  have  replied  that  I  had  no  information  in  the  Legation  to  show  that 
any  such  charge  existed,  and  that  I  was  satisfied  no  such  discriminat- 
ing tax  was  now  collected  on  Spanish  vessels.  It  was  agreed,  however, 
that  article  5  should  be  understood  to  cover  the  case  cited  by  the 
Spanish  consul  at  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  any  other  discriminating 
charges  which  might  exist  in  the  ports  of  either  the  United  States  or 
the  Spanish  West  Indies. 

Article  6  of  the  agreement  was  framed  to  meet  the  difficulties  arising 
from  the  export  tax  in  Guba  and  Porto  Rico.  It  is  charged  that  frauds 
are  frequently  perpetrated  upon  the  Spanish  treasury  b>-  exporters  of 
sugar  and  tobacco  with  the  connivance  of  the  custom-house  officials  of 
those  islands  in  the  evasion  of  the  payment  of  tbe  export  tax  levied  on 
these  two  products.  To  enable  the  Spanish  Government  to  have  a 
check  upon  its  own  officials,  it  has  been  agreed  that,  whenever  so  re- 
<]uested,  the  collectors  of  customs  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  will 
furnish  to  the  respective  Spanish  consuls  certificates  of  the  cargoe8  of 
dugar  and  tobacco  brought  in  vessels  proceeding  from  both  the  Spanish 
Antilles.  The  Ministry  for  the  Golonies,  in  a  memorandum  which  it  has 
given  me  on  the  subject,  expresses  its  belief  that  the  necessity  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  consuls  to  ask  for  such  certificates  will  ^ery  soon 
be  obviated,  "as  its  object  is  to  verify  and  correct  the  dishonesty  on  the 
part  of  the  officials  of  the  custom  houses,  if  it  exists  in  Guba,  as  some 
charge,  and  as  soon  as  these  officials  learn  that  the  shipments  of  sugar 
and  tobacco  are  compared  on  their  arrival  they  will  cease  to  commit 
frauds  on  the  revenue,  if  they  practice  them." 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  contents  of  this  dispatch  be  made 
known  to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  for  its  information  and 
action. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  342. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Freliiighuysen. 

No.  142.]  liEGATIOlf  OP  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

Madrid,  Januai^  15, 1884.    (Received  February  2.) 
Sib:  In  transmitting  the  printed  copy  of  the  agreement  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, as  published,  with  my  No.  138,  of  the  7th  instant,  I  referred  to 
the  question  which  nad  arisen  in  the  Ministry  of  State  as  to  whether  the 
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third  article  would  uot  require  the  approbation  of  the  Cortes  before  being 
carried  into  effect.  In  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  the  minister  of 
state  on  the  9th  instant,  he  informed  me  that  it  had  been  decided  that 
as  the  consular  to*nnage  fees  were  prescribed  by  a  law  of  the  Cortes,  it 
would  require  the  legislative  authority  to  give  validity  to  the  stipulation 
of  article  3.  He  said  he  would,  therefore,  without  delay,  submit  this 
clause  of  the  agreement  t<o  the  Cortes  for  its  approbation,  and  that  he 
did  not  doubt  that  bis  Government  would  be  able  to  carry  out  the  entire 
agreement  on  the  date  specified.  The  other  stipulations  were  fully  em- 
braced in  the  law  of  July  20, 1882  (see  inclosuie  to  Mr.  Hamlin's  No.  74, 
of  August  Ti,  1882),  and  would  be  carried  into  execution  without  the 
action  of  the  Cortes.  Tn  conformity  with  the  foregoing  indication,  on 
the  12th  instant  the  Minister  of  State  submitted  to  the  chamber  of 
deputies  the  royal  decree,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  and  translation, 
reporting  to  that  body  the  use  which  the  Government  had  made  of 
article  3  of  the  law  of  July  20,  1S82,  and  soliciting  its  approbation  of 
the  abolition  of  consular  tonnage  fees  contemplated  in  article  3  of  the 
agreement. 

While  I  cannot  doubt  the  good  intentions  of  the  Spanish  Government 
in  regard  to  the  exact  execution  of  the  agreement,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  change  of  ministry  within  a  few  days  is  imminent,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  suggest  that  the  issuance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
for  the  susi)ension  of  the  extra  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duties  may  be 
postponed,  until  I  shall  be  advised  of  the  time  when  the  orders  of  the 
Spanish  Government  are  to  be  published,  which,  on  its  part,  carry  the 
agreement  into  effect,  in  order  that  the  respective  publications  may  be 
as  nearly  concurrent  as  possible. 
1  am.  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Inolosnre  in  No.  142.— Translatioii.l 
ROYAL  ORDER. 

In  aocordaDoe  with  the  judgment  of  my  council  of  miniBters,  1  have  ordered  my 
Minister  of  State  to  present  to  the  Cortes  a  project  of  law  asking  the  necessary  author- 
ization for  the  ratification  of  the  commercial  asreement  between  Spain  and  tlie  United 
States  of  America,  signed  at  Madrid  on  the  2d  instant. 
Given  at  Madrid  the  tenth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

ALFONSO. 
The  Minister  of  State, 

Servando  Ruiz  Gomez. 

To  the  C&rtea: 

The  minister,  undersigned,  in  presenting  for  the  deliberation  of  the  Cortes  the  agree- 
ment signed  at  Madrid  on  the  2d  instant l>etween  the  Goyernments  of  Spain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed,  submits  to  its  high  considera- 
tion the  use  which  the  Goyemment  of  His  Majesty  has  deemed  proper  to  make  of  the 
authority  conferred  by  article  3  of  the  law  of  July  20,  1882. 

At  thQ  same  time  he  esteems  it  necessaij  to  resort  to  the  body  of  the  national  rep- 
resentation and  to  solicit  its  approbation  for  the  renunciation  of  the  consular  receipts 
which  must  take  place  in  virtue  of  the  suppression  from  the  1st  March,  1884,  of  the 
mercantile  tonnage  fses  on  the  cargoes  of  vessels  leaving  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  for  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  for  which  purpose  he  has  the  honor  to  propose  for  the 
approbation  of  the  Cortes  the  following  project  of  law : 

Onljf  ArUde.  The  Congress  of  Deputies  appro  yes  the  agreement  signed  at  Madrid 
on  the  2d  day  of  the  present  month  between  the  Governments  of  Spain  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

The  Minister  of  State, 

SERVANDO  RUIZ  GOMEZ. 

Palace,  January  12, 1884. 
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No.  343. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  165.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  January  23,  1884.    (Eteceived  February  11.) 

Sir  :  I  advised  yon  in  my  No.  128,  of  tbe  22d  ultimo,  of  the  informal 
notice  I  bad  received  from  the  Ministry  of  State  that  it  had  been  de- 
cided to  order  the  return  of  the  cattle-tax  exacted  by  the  Spanisb  eonsal 
at  Key  West.  As  the  official  notice  did  not  come  as  promised,  after 
waiting  two  weeks  in  anticipation  of  the  chan^^e  of  ministry,  T  asked 
the  snbsecretary  of  state  to  have  the  matter  dispatched  if  x>os$ible. 
On  the  19th  instant,  the  day  after  the  change  of  ministry,  I  receive<l  a 
note,  dated  the  12th,  signed  by  Senor  Kuiz  Gomez,  of  which  a  copy  and 
translation  is  inclosed,  communicating  the  action,  or  rather  the  inten- 
tion, of  the  Spanish  Government. 

This  note  states  that  having  asked  information  of  the  consul  at  Key 
West,  and  it  appearing  that  the  tax  on  cattle  was  collected  under  a 
misapprehension,  on  the  20th  of  May  last  it  was  ordered  that  tbe  dnty 
should  be  lowered  to  10  cents  per  head,  and  that  now  the  necessary 
orders  will  be  sent  that  the  consul  at  Key  West  may  proceed  to  rectify 
the  sums  which  have  been  wrongfully  received,  in  order  to  return  the 
same  to  the  interested  parties.  It  adds  that  the  modification  of  the 
tonnage-tax  is  a  question  for  very  attentive  and  delicate  study,  requir- 
ing the  approval  of  the  Cortes,  but  that  the  Government  is  examining 
the  subject  with  a  view  to  a  project  of  reform. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  22d  instant  in  reply.  While 
I  thank  the  minister  for  the  promised  return  of  the  illegally  collected 
tax,  I  express  regret  that  the  note  did  not  contain  an  announcement 
of  the  intention  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  abolish  the  tonnage-tax 
altogether,  and  I  thought  it  opportune  to  review  briefly  the  position  of 
our  Government  on  that  question. 

But  in  view  of  the  concession  which  has  been  made  in  the  third  article 
of  the  agreement  of  the  2d  instant  as  to  the  tonnage  dues  in  the  West 
Indian  trade,  I  consider  it  best  not  to  press  too  strongly  the  general 
question,  until  we  have  secured  that  concession,  which  it  seems  will 
require  the  approbation  of  the  Cortes.  When  that  is  gained  tbe  total 
abolition  will  be  more  easy.  I  have  been  the  more  confirmed  in  this 
view  from  an  examination  of  the  facts  attending  the  original  establish- 
ment of  this  tonnage-tax.  By  reference  to  Mr.  Adeems  Nos.  329,  342, 
and  372,  of  October,  1876,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  tax  was  substituted 
for  what  is  known  as  the  ^^  package  "-tax,  against  which  our  Govern- 
ment had  earnestly  remonstrated,  and  that  Mr.  Adee,  in  transmitting 
the  royal  order  of  October  16, 1876,  repealing  the  package- tax  and  im- 
posing the  tonnage-tax  in  its  present  shape,  called  the  attention  of  the 
Department  to  the  very  points  raised  in  the  instructions  of  Se^^retary 
Blaine  to  Minister  Hamlin,  and  asked  the  instructions  of  the  Depart- 
ment upon  them.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  omission  to  give  any 
instructions  is  to  be  taken  as  an  acquiescence  at  the  time  in  the  tonnage- 
tax,  as  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  Department  considered  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  tax  in  specific  cases  as  a£fonling  the  most  opportune  occasion 

to  protest  against  it. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 
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llnoloBore  1  in  Ko.  155.— Translation.! 

Mr,  Gomez  to  Mr,  Foster, 

Ministry  op  State  Palace, 
January  12,  1884.     (Received  January  19,  7.  30  p.  m.) 

Excellency:  This  ministry  duly  received  tbe  notes  which  your  excellency  was 
pleaaed  to  address  to  it  on  the  16th  July  and  18th  October  last,  relative  to  the 
claims  presented  by  Mr.  Mackay  against  the  exaction  of  certain  duties  exacted  by  the 
consular  agents  of  Spain  at  Key  West  on  I  he  exi)ortation  of  live  stock  to  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  and  insisting  at  the  same  time  on  the  point  of  view  atlopted  by  the  Republic 
in  respect  to  the  exaction  of  these  same  duties  in  the  territory  of  the  Union. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  having  opportunely  asked 
of  the  said  consulate  information  as  to  the  collection  of  the  40  cents  on  each  head  of 
live  stock,  and  it  having  been  shown  that  thi#  exaction  was  unjustiiied  and  was 
founded  on  a  misunderstanding  of  one  of  the  ofhcials  who  had  charge  of  the  agency, 
this  ministry  ordered  on  the '^Oth  May  last  that  the  above-mentioned  duty  should 
be  lowered  to  the  sum  of  10  cents,  which  Has  been  collected  mucr  said  date;  and  now 
the  necessary  instructions  will  be  sent  that  the  couhuI  at  Key  West  may  proceed  to 
verify  the  general  liquidation  of  the  sums  whicii  have  bt»en  wrongfully  received,  in 
order  to  return  the  same  to  the  interested  party. 

As  to  the  moditication  of  the  tariff  in  respect  to  tht>  tonnage  duty  on  the  cargoes  of 
vessels,  I  must  repeat  that  it  is  a  question  for  a  very  attentive  and  delicate  study,  as 
it  treats  of  a  reform  of  a  legislative  character,  which  can  only  bo  carried  into  effect 
with  the  consent  of  the  co-legislative  body  ;  and  I  limit  myself,  therefore,  in  assuring 
your  excellency  that  the  Government  is  examining  the  general  question  of  consular 
duties  with  all  care, in  order  to  present  within  the  shortest  possible  time  a  general 
project  of  reform,  which  will  embrace  this  special  (niestion  and  some  others  claimed 
by  the  innovations  which  have  been  introducei^  in  connnercial  matters  and  exacted 
for  the  convenience  of  the  public  service. 
I  avail,  &,c.f 

SEHVANDO  RUIZ  GOMEZ. 


(Tnclosnre  2  in  No.  155.) 
Mr.  Fo8f(r  lo  Mr,  Elduayen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  January  2*2,  1884. 

Excellency:  The  note  which  your  excellency's  predecessor  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me,  under  date  of  the  I2th  instant,  was  i*eceived  at  this  legation  on  the 
19th  instant,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  necessary  instructions  will  be  sent  to 
the  cousnl  at  Key  West  to  return  the  cattle-tax  wrongfully  collecte*!  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  subject  of  tonnage  dues  on  cargoes  of  vessels  exacted 
by  Spanish  consuls  in  American  ports  is  receiving  examination  with  a  view  to  a  gen- 
eral project  of  reform. 

I  iHBg  to  express  to  your  excellency  the  great  gratification  which  I  have  exper- 
ienced in  receiving  this  new  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  justice  which  animates  the 
Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  1  will  hasten  to  commnnicate  to  Washing- 
ton the  resolntion  which  has  been  taken  to  order  the  return  of  the  cattle-tax  wrong- 
fnlly  exacted  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West. 

while  I  thus  manifest  the  pleasure  which  this  information  occasions,  I  am  con- 
strained to  express  some  feeling  of  regret  that  the  note  of  the  l*2th  instant  should 
not  at  tbe  same  time  have  contained  the  announcement  of  the  intention  of  the  Spanish 
Giovernment  to  abolish  the  tonnage  dues  exacted  by  Spanish  consuls  in  Unitt^d  States 
I»ort8  which,  gave  rise  to  this  cattle-tax.  But  it  appears  that  the  resolntion  to  return 
the  wrongful  cattle-tax  only  extends  to  30  cents  of  the  40  cents  per  head  collected, 
and  that  10  cents  per  head  is  to  be  retained  by  the  consul,  by  virtue  of  the  Spanish 
consular  regulation  which  authorizes  the  collection  of  10  cents  per  ton  on  all  cargoes 
of  vessels  sailing  from  ports  of  the  United  States  to  Spanish  ports.  While  the  said 
note  announces  a  determination  to  examine  the  general  subject  with  a  view  to  future 
modifications,  it  would  seem  that  for  the  present  the  Spanish  Government  was  dis- 
posed to  sanction  the  collection  of  a  tax  by  its  consuls  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  which  had  been  expressly  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  of  those  States. 

This  question  of  tonnage  dues  exacted  by  Spanish  consuls  has  been  the  occasion  of 
considerable  correspondence  between  this  legation  and  your  excellency's  predecessors, 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  citing  in  this  connection  tbe  notes  of  the  legation  of  Jan- 
uary 7  and  September  22,  18^,  and  of  July  16  of  the  past  year  as  containing  the 
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views  of  my  Goveroment  thereon.  In  these  notee  it  is  shown  that  the  tax  collected 
by  the  consols  is  not  a  specific  fee  for  a  specific  service  performed  by  the  Spanish  offi- 
cial, but  that  it  is  a  pro  rata  tax  on  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  and  is  to  all  intents  axkd 
purposes  an  export  tax  levied  and  collect^  by  Spanish  consols  in  the  ports  of  the 
united  States ;  that  as  such  my  Govemmbut,  as  long  a^o  as  January  7,  1882,  pro- 
tested against  it  as  objectionable,  offensive,  and  inadmissible,  and  qualified  it  as  a 
system  which  has  for  its  object  tne  collection  of  r  venue  in  the  ports  of  a  foreigo 
government;  and  it  fnrther  gave  notice  that,  if  persisted  in,  it  might  become  n»:e«- 
sary  to  levy  a  similar  doty  in  the  United  States  on  Spanish  products  shipped  from 
the  i>orts  of  Spain  and  its  colonies  to  the  United  States.  I  need  hardly  repeat  the 
conviction  expressed  in  the  note  of  my  predecessor  of  January  7,  1882,  entertained 
by  my  Grovemment,  that  Spi^in  does  not  intend  or  desire  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  free  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  your  excellency^ 
Government  does  not  propose  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  riffht  to  levy  an  export  duty'in 
the  ports  of  foreign  and  friendly  ua^ons ;  but  such  is  the  real  efl^t  of  the  Spanish 
consular  tonuaffe  dues;  and  when  I  add  that  the  people  of  mv  country  are  so  hoetile 
to  all  kinds  of  export  taxes  that  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  day  the  National  Constitution  has  contained  a  prohibition  against  the  levy 
of  all  export  taxes,  your  excellency  will  understand  how  impossible  it  is  that  my 
Government  should  acquiesce  in  the  collection  of  the  tonnage  dues  referred  to,  nor 
can  I  believe  that  when  the  full  gravity  of  the  question  is  understood  by  your  excel- 
lency, yon  will  allow  the  consuls  of  Spain  in  the  United  States  to  continue  to  violate 
the  express  provision  of  the  National  Constitution  and  disregard  the  solemn  protests 
of  my  Government. 

In  view  of  the  statement  which  is  contained  in  the  note  of  your  exoeUency's  pre- 
decessor to  which  I  now  reply,  that  the  subject  was  receiving  examination  with  a 
view  to  a  project  of  reforms  of  consular  duties,  I  have  thought  it  well  to  make  the 
foregoing  reference  to  the  attitude  of  ray  Government,  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
an  early  and  satisfactory  settlement  may  be  reached. 
I  renew,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  344. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Foster. 

No.  126.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  31,  1884. 

Sir:  Your  dispatches  No.  131  of  December  27th  and  No.  136  of  the 
4th  instant  have  been  received.  They  throw  considerable  light  on  the 
negotiations  lately  conducted  between  youi'self  and  the  Ministers  of 
State  and  of  the  Colonies  looking  toward  a  better  understanding  wiUi 
regard  to  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  West 
Indies.  The  text  of  the  agreement  signed  January  2,  which  accom- 
panied your  No.  134,  ha«  just  been  received  and  afforas  occasion  for 
dra>ring  up  the  proclamation  of  the  President  suspending  the  addi- 
tional ten  per  centum  duty  on  products  from  the  Antilles  brought  in 
Spanish  vessels  to  the  United  States. 

Enough  was  already  known  to  satisfy  this  Government  that  the 
negotiation  had  been  carried  on  with  an  equal  desire  on.  the  part  of 
Spain  with  that  which  we  have  shown  to  reach  a  broad  understanding 
of  the  subject  free  from  the  technical  considerations  which  have  at 
times  impeded  it  in  the  past.  As  we  understand  the  agreement,  it 
removes  almost  all  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  that  ftill  and  natural 
commercial  intercourse  which  should  exist  between  our  ports  and  the 
Antilles.  The  good  disposition  of  His  Majesty's  Government  has  been 
shown  in  so  many  ways  in  this  matter,  that  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  Spain  will  with  equal  cheerfulness  remove  the  few  remaining  causes 
of  complaint.  The  promised  revision  of  the  customs  ordinances  of 
Cuba,  for  example,  cannot,  it  is  thought,  result  otherwise  than  in  the 
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abolitioii  of  the  present  very  objectionable  system  of  disproportionate 
fines  upon  foreign  shipping  for  constmctive  faalts  in  a  vessel's  papers, 
and  the  substitution  for  the  moiety  scheme  of  penalties  some  device 
more  jnst  and  equitable  which,  if  through  error  or  excessive  zeal  mis- 
applied, may  be  wholly  undone  by  executive  action.  This  subject,  how- 
ever, is  so  folly  treated  in  the  recent  instructions  of  this  Department  * 
that  it  is  merely  adverted  to  now  in  order  that  its  importance  in  the  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries  may  be  kept  in  view. 

So,  too,  with  respect  to  the  consular  fee  based  on  the  exported  cargo. 
The  agreement  covers  this  as  to  the  future,  and  so  far  as  Antillean  trade 
is  concerned ;  but  a  just  disposition  of  all  pending  questions  would  re- 
quire that  the  remedy  be  made  general  and  effective  as  to  past  exac- 
tions.   These  matters  are  commended  to  your  discretion. 

With  relation  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  agreement  providing  that  the 
two  Governments  shall  consider  a  commercial  treaty  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Spanish  West  Indian  trade  with  the  United  States,  I 
may  remark  that  the  present  seems  a  propitious  time  for  entering  upon 
such  a  consideration  of  a  subject  equally  momentous  to  both.  The  com- 
ing of  a  new  representative  of  His  Majesty,  preceded  by  the  reputa- 
tion won  in  fields  of  statecraft  and  literature,  is  opportune,  and  this 
Government  will  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  careful  attention  to 
whatever  propositions  may  be  made  to  it  by  Seiior  Valera.  It  may  be 
premature  to  consider  now  whether  it  may  be  possible  to  bring  about 
such  intimate  and  reciprocal  intercourse  as  would  make  the  relation  be- 
tween the  Antilles  and  the  United  States  hardly  inferior  to  that  with 
the  mother  country,  but  that  any  commercial  step  in  that  direction 
would  promise  mutual  benefit  can  hardly  be  doubted. 

Congress  having  called  for  the  correspondence  anterior  to  the  late 
agreeement,  copies  thereof  have  been  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
President,  at  a  recent  date,  to  the  Senate,  with  my  report  explanatory 
of  the  situation.  The  papers  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and 
copies  will  be  sent  to  you  as  speedily  as  may  be.  For  the  present,  I 
desire  merely  to  congratulate  you  anew  upon  the  progress  you  appear 
to  have  made  toward  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  the  mutual  needs 
and  wishes  of  the  two  countries  in  respect  of  the  Antillean  trade. 
I  am,  &c., 

FKBD'K  T.  FBBLINGHUYSBN. 


No.  345. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  168.]  liEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Madridy  February  U,  1884.  (Eeceived  March  4.) 
Sib:  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant  I  received  your  telegram  of 
the  8th,  in  which  you  state  that  the  President's  proclamation  will  be 
made  public  as  soon  as  you  have  notice  from  me  that  royal  action  is 
taken  to  put  in  execution  Articles  I,  IV,  and  VI,  on  the  1st  of  March 
next. 

On  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  your  telegrams,  I  called  on  the  Minister 
of  State  and  informed  him  of  your  approval  of  his  proposition  to  put 
in  oi>eration  the  articles  mentioned.  The  question  then  arose  as  to  the 
best  method  of  carrying  them  into  effect    Sefior  Elduayen  said  that  he 
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was  embarrassed  id  the  matter  by  the  action  of  his  predecessor  in  sub- 
mitting the  agreement  of  January  2  to  the  Oortes.  If  that  step  had 
not  been  taken,  he  would  have  been  left  free  to  put  into  operation  sncb 
of  its  stipulations  as  he  felt  authorized  to  execute,  and  ask  authoriza- 
tion of  the  Cortes  for  those  which  required  the  approbation  of  the  l^- 
islative  i>ower.  But  while  Senor  Ruiz  Gomez  may  not  have  intend^ 
to  submit  to  the  Cortes  more  than  Article  III,  the  project  of  law  pre- 
pared by  him  did  in  fact  submit  the  whole  agreement,  and  so  long  as 
it  was  pending  l>efore  the  chambers  he  would  not  feel  authorized  to  a<^ 
upon  it.  He  suggested,  however,  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Cortes  had  been  suspended  and  that  no  action  could  be  had 
upon  the  agreement  before  the  1st  of  March,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
most  practicable  thing  to  do  was  to  make  a  new  agreement  embodying 
the  stipulations  of  the  one  of  January  2,  and  separating  it  into  two 
parts,  embracing  in  the  first  those  articles  which  the  Government  of 
Spain  had  the  power  to  carry  out  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  in  the  sec- 
ond those  articles  which  wotild  require  the  authorization  of  the  Cortes. 

I  responded  that  while  I  had  objected  in  our  previous  interview  to 
his  suggestion  of  annulling  the  agreement,  I  was  quite  ready  to  join 
him  in  any  action  which  would  relieve  his  Government  from  the  em- 
barrassment which  he  had  explained,  provided  the  stipulations  of  that 
agreement  were  not  impaired.  It  was  not  the  form  but  the  substance 
of  that  instrument  which  I  was  interested  in  preserving,  and  sinoe  be 
had  approved  of  all  its  articles  upon  their  merits,  I  would  very  cheer- 
fully accept  his  suggestion,  if  it  would  facilitate  his  Government  in  exe- 
cuting the  stipulations. 

It  was  accordingly  agreed  that  the  minister  would  have  a  draft  of  a 
new  agreement  prepared  in  the  sense  indicated,  and  that  I  should  call 
at  the  ministry  on  the  1 1th  instant  to  examine  it  with  him.  This  I  did 
at  the  hour  indicated,  and  Sefior  Elduayen  submitted  to  me  the  draft 
substantially  as  signed.  He  said  that  he  had  omitted  Article  Y  of  the 
agreement  of  January  2,  for  the  reason  that  it  appeai-ed  that  it  had  been 
suggested  by  the  Spanish  Government  under  a  misapprehension  that 
a  discriminating  tonnage  duty  was  charged  in  the  United  States  on 
Spanish  vessels.  This,  it  appeared,  was  not  the  case  and  there  seemed 
no  necessity  for  retaining  it.  Article  VIII  was  also  omitted  from  his 
draft  for  the  reason  that  in  separating  the  new  agreement  into  two 
parts,  namely,  the  stipulations  which  were  to  be  carried  into  effect  Mardi 
1  and  those  which  required  the  approbation  of  the  Cortes,  in  neither 
of  which  this  article  could  be  embraced.  The  two  Governments  were 
always  authorized  to  negotiate  on  the  subject  of  commercial  matters; 
and  the  minister  said  he  very  heartily  indorsed  the  views  of  his  prede- 
cessor as  specified  in  the  article,  and  was  prepared  to  act  upon  it  at 
the  convenience  of  the  United  States. 

I  told  the  minister  that  as  the  two  articles  omitted  in  his  draft  had 
been  originally  inserted  at  the  request  of  the  Spanish  Government  I 
would  not  object  to  their  omission  in  view  of  his  declarations  respecting 
them.  After  some  further  conversation  as  to  the  preparation  of  the 
new  agreement  for  signature  and  fixing  upon  yesterday,  the  13th  instant, 
as  the  time  for  that  purpose,  I  took  my  leave. 

On  yesterday  at  3  p.  m.  I  called  at  the  ministry  of  state,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Beed,  secretary  of  legation,  who  compared  with  the  sub-secre- 
tary- of  state  the  duplicate  original  agreement.  While  this  was  being 
done  I  said  to  the  minister  of  state  that  while  it  had  been  my  desire  to 
preserve  intact  the  agreement  of  January  2  last,  I  had  yielded  to  his 
(the  minister's)  request  to  modify  it  in  order  to  obviate  what  he  con- 
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oeived  to  be  ioBnperable  coustitational  and  parliamentary  objections  to 
ita  enforcement  on  the  Ist  of  March,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
original  agreement  was  not  to  be  essentially  changed  in  substance,  but 
only  in  form  and  in  the  time  of  its  execution.  In  the  agreement,  how- 
ever, about  to  be  signed  there  were  omitted  articles  5  and  8  of  that 
of  January  2,  and  while  his  reasons  given  for  their  omission  had  been 
accepted  by  me  as  satisfactory  I  thought  it  well  to  place  these  reasons 
on  record  in  writing.  I  accordingly  handed  him  the  memorandum,  of 
which  I  inclose  a  copy,  accompanied  by  a  Spanish  translation. 

The  minister,  after  reading  it,  said  that  it  was  a  perfectly  correct 
statement,  and  he  was  gratified  that  I  had  prepared  it,  as  it  was  a  doc- 
ument quite  pertinent  to  and  explanatory  of  the  modified  agreement. 
He  further  stated  that  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing he  would  address  me  an  official  note  acknowledging  its  receipt  and 
express  his  conformity  with  its  statements. 

The  new  agreement  was  then  signed  by  the  minister  and  myself,  in 
the  presence  of  the  secretary  of  legation  and  the  sub-secretary  of  state. 
I  now  transmit  herewith  the  original  agreement  belonging  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  I  trust  that  my  action  in  connection  therewith  may  meet 
with  your  approval. 

At  7  o'clock  last  night  I  sent  you  a  cablegram  advising  you  of  the 
signing  of  the  new  agreement,  also  that  the  royal  decree  putting  it  in 
operation  March  1  on  the  [lart  of  Spain  would  be  published  on  Satur- 
day next,  the  16th,  and  that  I  had  agreed  that  the  President's  procla- 
mation should  appear  at  as  nearly  the  same  time  as  possible. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


fljiclutfure  io  Ko.  168.1 

Mr.  Foster,  tbe  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  desires  to 
hare  it  understood — 

First.  That  he  has  consented  to  the  omission  from  the  new  agreement  to  be  this 
day  signed  by  him  with  the  minister  of  state  of  the  Spanish  Government  of  article  6 
of  the  agreement  of  Jannary  2  last,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  originally  inserted  at  the 
request  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  that  the  present  minister  of  state  expresses 
the  conviction  that  there  is  now  no  occasion  to  inclade  it. 

Second.  That  he  likewise  consents  to  the  omission  of  article  8  of  the  agreement  of 
January  2  last,  upon  the  declaration  having  been  made  to  him  by  the  minister  of 
state,  the  Marquis  del  Pazo  de  la  Merced,  that  its  insertion  does  not  seem  pertinent 
to  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  agreement  to  be  this  day  signed ;  but  that  such 
omimion  is  not  to  be  understood  as  a  disapproval  of  negotiations  for  a  complete 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  that  the  Spanish  Government  will  hold  itself 
ready  to  enter  upon  such  negotiations  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Madrid,  February  13,  1884. 


Ko.  340. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelingkuysen. 

No.  170.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  February  15, 1884.    (Eeceived  March  5.) 
Sib  :  This  morning  at  an  early  hoar  I  received  your  cablegram  of 
yoBterday,  stating  that  the  President's  proclamation  suspending  the  10 
per  cent  extra  daty  will  be  pablished  on  to-morrow  (Saturday),  and 
asking  for  the  exact  text  of  the  new  agreement 
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I  8ent  yon  at  once  a  cablegram  as  follows :  ^«  New  agreement  pub- 
lished in  Gazette  this  morning,  with  Royal  Decree  patting  it  in  opera- 
tion March  lat.     Will  telegraph  full  text  immediately .'^ 

On  yesterday  afternoon  I  received  a  private  note  from  the  minister 
of  state,  informing  me  that  the  King  had  signed  the  decree,  and  that 
the  publication  of  it  would  be  made  this  morning  in  the  Gazette,  but  it 
was  then  too  late  to  advise  you  in  time  to  secure  the  concurrent  issu- 
ance of  the  President's  proclamation.  The  royal  decree  embodies  the 
text  of  the  agreement  in  full,  and  orders  its  prompt  observance.  The 
minister  of  ultramar  informed  me  to-day  that  the  instructions  to  the 
authorities  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico  were  being  then  prepared,  and  that 
he  expected  to  telegraph  them  to-night. 

At  12.30  to-day  I  sent  you,  as  requested,  a  cablegram,  giving  the  text 
of  the  agreement,  with  an  explanation  as  to  the  omission  of  articles 
5  and  8  of  first  agreement. 

I  met  Senor  Cdnovas,  president  of  the  cabinet,  last  night,  and  the 
ministers  of  state  and  ultramar  today,  and  all  of  them  manifested  great 
satisfaction  at  the  happy  conclusion  of  the  business,  and  expressed 
warm  desires  for  continued  good  commercial  and  political  relations  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  347. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  FreUnghuysen. 

No.  184.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  3, 1884.  (Received  March  24.) 
Sm :  Sefior  Portuondo,  Cuban  deputy  in  the  Cortes,  has  written  an 
article  exposing  the  glaring  inequality,  as  compared  with  the  Spanish 
tarifi,  of  the  import  duties  collected  in  the  Cubah  custom-houses,  and 
showing  their  depressing  influence  upon  the  industries  of  that  island. 
I  think  it  will  be  found  interesting  and  useful  in  connection  with  the 
study  which  I  infer  the  Department  is  making  of  Cuban  commercial 
matters  in  view  of  the  contemplated  treaty  negotiations,  and  I  there- 
fore inclose  a  translation  herewith. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[InolosQie  in  No.  184.] 
From  ''  Revista  de  las  Antillas*'  of  February  27,  1884.    TranBlation. 

BCONOMIOAL  STATE  OF  CUBA. 

The  second  factor  of  ruin  and  destraction  in  Cuba  is  the  import  dnty.  Let  us  ex- 
amine the  tariff:  let  ns  compare  and  coolly  appreciate  its  errors  and  its  enormities. 
Our  assertion  will  thus  be  demonstrated. 

Cereals  pay  at  present  on  entering  the  island  to  the  extent  of  f0.1l5  the  kilogram 
if  they  come  fh>m  Spain,  and  to  the  value  of  (0.42  if  they  proceed  from  foreign  na- 
tions; or,  in  other  words,  $1.15  (5.75  pesetas)  in  the  first  case  for  every  100  kilograms^ 
and  $4.20  (21  pesetas)  in  the  second  case  for  every  100  kilograms.  Fluiirs  pay,  respect- 
ively, $2.25  (11.35  pesetas)  and  $5.51  (27.55  pesetas)  for  every  100  kilograms. 

In  reality  the  export  of  Peninsula  cerfials  to  the  Antilles  is  ntdl,  or  nearly  null, 
and  that  of  fiour,  always  insignificant  in  oompanson  to  the  consumption  which  ouf  hi 
to  correspond  to  2,300,000  inhabitants,  is  now  much  less,  on  account,  doubtless,  of  the 
growing  wants  of  the  consumption  in  the  Peninsula,  of  the  decline  of  harveste  as  an 
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accidental  cause,  and  of  the  known  insnffloiencv  of  the  prodnotion  as  a  permanent 
caase.  The  importers  in  Caba  well  know  that  the  srain  proceeding  from  the  penin- 
sula is  not  Spanish  in  its  greater  part,  but  foreign,  brought  to  Spain  and  re-exported 
thence  for  speculation ;  and  the  retail  merchants  and  consumers  in  the  Antilles  know 
in  the  same  way  that  the  real  price  of  sale  is  regulated  by  the  duty  which  weiglis  on 
that  proceeding  from  foreign  lands.  It  is  therefore  not  to  be  doubted  that  in  order 
to  apprckoiate  tne  conditions  of  life  and  existence  in  Cuba  the  starting  point  is  that 
of  27.55  pesetas  as  import  duty  on  every  100  kilograms. 

Foreign  flours  pay  in  the  Peninsula,  according  to  the  tariff  and  laws  in  vi^or,  6.30 

Sesetas  for  every  1(K)  kilograms.  So  that  here  in  the  Peninsula,  where  there  is  a  pro- 
action  which  the  protectionists  pretend  to  favor,  the  duty  is  6..30  pesetas,  whilst  in 
Caba,  where  this  production  does  not  exist  and  there  is  no  idea  of  protection,  the 
duty  is  27.55  pesetas.  Honest  men,  those  who  occupy  themselves  concerning  the  life 
and  the  fate  of  this  poor  consuming  people  and  concerning  the  labor  classes  in  Spain, 
think  and  declare  with  more  than  reason  that  this  duty  of  6.30  pesetas  imposed  on 
food  has  no  justice,  nor  does  it  arise  from  sentiments  of  humanity.  What  shall  we 
say  of  the  frightful  sum  of  27.55  pesetas  f 

Meats  pay,  on  their  entry  into  Cuba,  according  to  their  various  classes,  from  |0.028 
per  kilogram,  which  corresponds  to  hung  beef,  to  |0.193  which  corresponds  to  the 
snperior  classes,  without  counting  among  Uiem  those  preserved  by  the  extraction  of  air. 
That  which  is  equivalent  to  $2.80  (14  pesetas)  for  tne  first,  for  every  100  kilograms, 
and  I19..30  (91.30  i>eseta8)  for  the  second,  also  forevery  100  kilograms.  The  duty  which 
weighs  on  these  same  articles  in  the  Peninsula,  according  to  tariff  is  2.80  to  5.70 
pesetas  for  every  100  kilograms.  So  that  so  indispensable  an  element  of  life  as  i^  meat  is 
taxed  in  Spain,  on  entry,  at  2.80  or  5.70  pesetas;  which,  without  doubt  is  unjust  and 
the  cause  of  the  bad  food  of  the  working  classes.  For  this  reason  the  poor  people  do 
not  eat  meat  nor  does  hardly  the  soldier  eat  it ;  the  most  eminent  surgeons  and  mili- 
tary doctors  always  fear  fatal  results  when  they  ai-e  obliged  to  operate  on  these  un- 
fortunates who  lack  the  vi^or  and  strength  for  resisting.  There  is  more  than  reason 
for  complaint  for  the  Spanish  people  of  the  Peninsula,  and  the  energetic  protesta- 
tions which  men  of  good  judgment  and  warm  heart  express  against  such  a  grievance 
and  such  a  great  error  are  well  founded.  And  if  we  say  this  in  reference  to  the  con- 
snmer  who  lives  in  the  Peninsula,  what  shall  we  say  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  An- 
tilles? Figures  speak  for  us.  The  state  taxes  the  first  2.80,  and  taxes  the  second 
14 ;  or  exacts  from  one  5.70  and  exacts  from  the  other  91.50. 

Salt  fish  pay  on  entry  to  Cuba,  according  to  their  grades,  from  $2.45  to  $24.10  on 
each  100  kilograms,  or  from  12.25  pesetas  to  120.50  pesetas.  The  duty  which  weighs 
on  these  same  articles  in  the  tariff  of  the  Peninsula  is  from  1.50  to  17.50  pesetas  every 
100  kilograms.    That  is  to  say,  a  difference  of  from  1.50,  to  12.25  or  from  17.50  to  120.50. 

Rice  pays  in  Cuba  for  import  duty,  including  the  subsidy,  52.50  pesetas  per  100 
kilograms.  In  the  Peninsula,  accoixling  to  the  tarifl',  the  duty  is  8  pesetas  for  tne  same 
weight.  With  very  great  reason  this  protection  and  privilege  in  favor  of  the  Valencia 
pro«Tuction  and  detrimental  to  the  consumer  is  cried  out  against.  And  what  shall  we 
think  or  say  of  justice  in  the  Antilles,  where  there  is  no  rice  production  to  protect  T  It 
suffices  to  compare  figures.    The  comparison  is  as  8  to  52..50. 

The  food  of  the  laborer  in  Cuba  comes  so  dear,  in  spite  of  being  bad  and  limited, 
that  in  order  not  to  absorb  completely  the  wages  it  is  necessary  to  raise  them  to  a 
figure  really  indefensible ;  and  even  then  the  pnysical  force  is  poor  and  of  limited 
resistance.  The  preceding  figures,  the  exactitude  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about,  show,  with  vigor,  that  only  by  reason  of  the  rigorous  tariffs,  and  even  without 
counting  impositions,  of  which  we  shall  speak  later,  the  subsistence  of  the  working- 
man  in  Cuba  is  infinitely  dearer  than  in  Spain,  as  it  is  well  known,  in  proportion  to 
the  difference  of  wages. 

The  workingman  must,  besides,  clothe  himself.  Let  us  examine  also  under  this 
head  the  tariff  of  Cuba,  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  Peninsula.  In  the  first  place, 
and  without  even  entering  into  numerous  details,  it  is  remarked  that  the  groups  of 
texture  embrace  28  parts  in  the  tariff  of  the  Peninsula,,  whilst  in  that  of  Cuba  the 
number  mounts  to  130,  with  a  quantity  of  heads  and  classifications  which  is  known 
always  to  constitute  a  motive  or  unjust  exaction,  or  frauds  and  abuses.  Further  it  is 
observed  that  in  manufactures  of  cotton  and  wool,  which  the  working  class  needs  as 
much  in  the  Antilles  as  in  Europe,  these  are  oppressed  with  a  duty  of  2.10  pesetas  the 
kilogram,  those  with  one  of  5. 18  pesetas,  and  those  which  pay  3.50  pesetas  pay  in  Cuba 
up  to  20.81  pesetas.  It  must  oe  taken  into  consideration,  in  conclusion,  that  in 
the  duties  which  affect  the  fabrics  of  linen  and  those  of  silk,  much  used  in  the  An- 
tilles by  the  well-to-do  classes,  there  are  even  greater  differences,  as  from  4.20  pesetas 
tiie  kilogram  to  23.95,  and  from  7.50  to  69.40.  Let  it  be  taken  into  account  that  in 
various  of  the  numbers  that  we  have  cited  from  the  tariff  of  the  Peninsula,  the  reduc- 
tion, lately  granted  by  the  Cortes  on  re-establishing,  although  only  in  part  of  the  re- 
form of  1869,  is  not  made. 

B.  POBTUONDO. 

31  FB 
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No.  348. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Foster. 

[Extract.] 

No.  140.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  12,  1884. 

Sir  :  The  Department  is  iu  receipt  of  a  despatch  from  our  consul- 
general  at  Havana,  setting  forth  the  variety  and  extent  of  annoyance 
and  injury  attendant,  in  Cuba,  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  and 
regulations  concerning  passports  are  there  carried  out,  and,  so  far  as 
this  condition  of  things  affects  American  citizens,  you  are  desired  to 
make  urgent  representations  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Government. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  requires  no  passports  of  foreigners 
coming  here;  but  is  not  for  that  reason  disposed  to  object  in  any  wise 
to  the  just  or  supposed  proper  requirements  of  other  Governments  in 
this  regard,  nor  has  it  done  so.  The  position  of  the  United  States,  in 
either  aspect  above,  or  in  both  combined,  would  seem  to  be  such  as  to 
entitle  it  to  a  very  careful  and  considerate  hearing  when  it  ventures, 
as  it  now  does,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  a  central  Government  a 
catalogue  of  annoyances,  vexations,  and  injuries,  visited  by  the  quite 
unnecessarily  loose  or  more  blamable  methods  of  the  local  officials  of 
that  Government,  upon  all  our  citizens  visiting  the  island,  indiscrimi- 
nately. This  Government  now  brings  no  reflection  on  the  requirement 
of  a  visS  on  the  passport  given  its  citizens,  or  the  charge  therefor,  any 
more  than  on  the  requirement  of  the  passports  themselves,  but  only  on 
the  methods  in  vogue  with  reference  to  its  affix.  The  failure  to  obtain 
a  visS  involves,  in  the  first  place,  a  certain  fixed  penalty ;  but  no  pains 
are  taken  to  acquaint  the  visitor  that  his  failure  so  involves  a  pen- 
alty, while  the  neglect  to  demand  a  passport  in  many  instances,  and 
the  omission  to  visS  the  same,  when  it  is  demanded,  in  many  others, 
are  well  calculated  to  suggest  to  the  visitor  the  non-necessity  of  such 
an  act.  It  is  when  he  is  about  to  leave  the  island  that  he  discovers 
the  infirmities  consequent  on  the  absence  of  the  visSj  which  should 
have  been  required  on  his  arrival.  He  now  finds  that  he  cannot  leave 
the  island  until  his  passport  has  been  visaed  at  the  port  where  he  entered, 
which  may  be  hundreds  of  miles  distant,  and  to  be  reached  only  by 
a  weekly  steamer.  Sometimes  a  new  passport,  obtained  of  the  consul- 
general  at  an  expense  of  $5,  visaed  at  a  further  expense  of  $4.25,  is 
allowed  to  remove  the  hindrance  to  his  departure,  but  not  always,  and 
the  new  passport  in  that  case,  it  is  declared,  must  be  sent  to  the  port 
of  landing  for  a  vis^.  Cases  arise  where,  the  steamer  sailing  at  4  p.  m., 
the  visitor  is  told  by  official  clerks  on  whom  he  calls  at  2  p.  m.,  that  he 
must  come  at  3  p.  m.,  and  this  when  these  clerks  are  idle. 

Again  American  money  has  been  refused  for  these  charges,  though 
worth  10  per  cent,  more  than  Spanish  gold;  but  this  is  mentioned,  not 
as  indicating  any  disposition  to  criticise  the  right  of  the  officials  to  re- 
quire payment  in  the  national  funds  or  moneys,  only  as  (in  the  view  of 
tiie  consul-general)  an  unnecessary  refusal  under  the  circumstances. 

It  may  be,  of  course,  contended  that  ignorance  of  the  law  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  is  no  valid  excuse  for  neglecting  to  ask  for  and 
procure  the  necessary  visSj  and  that  our  own  steamship  companies 
(where  these  are  the  carriers)  should  find  it  their  pleasure,  if  not  their 
interest,  to  make  these  requirements  respecting  visS  known  to  the  pub- 
lic.   It  remains^nevertheless  true  that  it  should  lie  within  the  execution 
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of  the  passport  law  of  His  Majesty's  QovernmeDt  on  the  Island  to  re- 
duce by  jadicious  means,  these  annoyances  and  injuries  to  an  almost 
inappreciable  quantity  and  this  Government  has  a  natural  right  to 
expect  that  no  American  citizen  shall  in  any  case  be  prevented  from 
returning  to  his  home,  at  his  own  free  will,  by  the  simple  neglect  of  any 
Cuban  officer  whatever  to  do  his  official  duty. 

•  .    •  •  •  •  •  • 

Commending  the  matter  to  your  usual  judicious  attention,  I  am, 
sir,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FEELINGHTJYSEN. 


^o.  349. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Foster. 

No.  141.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington^  March  13, 1884. 

Sib  :  Your  No.  168,  of  the  14th  altimo,  has  been  received.  The  text, 
which  it  forwards,  of  the  substitutionary  agreement  signed  by  you  ana 
the  minister  of  state  on  the  13th  ultimo,  has  been  compared  with  the 
text  as  received  by  cable  and  proclaimed  by  the  President,  and  the 
latter  is  found  to  have  been  substantially  correct,  as  you  will  have  seen 
by  the  copies  sent  to  you. 

The  reasons  given  for  the  omission  of  Articles  V  and  VIII  are  ac- 
cepted. Article  YIII  of  the  original  agreement  of  January  2  was  never 
regarded  by  us  as  essential  to  an  understanding  or  as  importing  more 
than  a  mutual  declaration  that  the  two  Governments  desired  a  better 
and  more  comprehensive  commercial  agreement  than  that  thus  created. 
The  declaration  simply  recognized  an  existing  fact;  it  did  not  create 
a  situation.  In  this  sense,  yoar  reference  thereto  in  the  memorandum 
(inclosure  No.  2)  which  accompanies  your  No.  168  is  approved. 

The  situation  as  regards  the  omission  of  Article  Y  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent. It  is  true,  as  the  minister  says,  that  in  the  United  States  there 
is  imposed  n^  discriminating  tonnage  duty  against  Spanish  ships. 
Hence  there  was  no  mutual  obligation  to  decree  their  removal.  But 
the  tonnage  duties  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico  are  understood  to  be  higher 
than  those  in  our  ports,  and  in  the  case  of  vessels  making  regular  trips 
at  short  intervals,  more  onerous  than  ours.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
the  tonnage  dues  on  Spanish  and  American  shipping  should  be  approx- 
imately «qua]  and  uniform  in  the  ports  of  the  two  countries.  The  omis- 
sion of  Article  Y  cannot  therefore  be  construed  as  an  admission  on  our 
part  that  such  an  equalization  of  treatment  is  no  longer  desirable. 

A  fuller  instruction,  touching  the  negotiation  of  a  complete  commer- 
cial treaty  between  the  two  countries,  is  in  process  of  preparation,  and 
will  soon  be  sent  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  PEBLINGHUTSEN. 
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No.  350. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Foster. 

[Extract.] 

TSo.  144.]  '    Department  of  State, 

WashingUmj  March  17,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  copies  of  a  circalar  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  touching  the  suspension  of  discriminating  duties  on  im- 
portations in  Spanish  vessels  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Eioo.    •    •     • 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


[Inclosare  in  No.  144.) 

CIRCULAR. 

no  i)i8criminating  duties  on  importations  in  spanish  vessels  from  cuba  and 

porto  rico. 

Treasury  Department, 
Waahingtony  D,  C,  February  28,  1884. 
To  colleciora  of  customs  and  others  : 

The  attention  of  collectors  of  customs  and  other  officers  concerned  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  from  customs  is  invited  to  the  provisions  of  the  following  proclama- 
tion by  the  President,  whereby  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  Spanish  vessels  from  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico  are  relieved 
from  the  discriminating  duty  of  10  per  oent.  ad  valorem  heretofore  collected  under  sec- 
tion 2502  Revised  Statutes.  The  collection  of  such  discriminating  duties  is  there- 
fore suspended  until  otherwise  ordered. 

CHAS.  J.  FOLGER, 

Secretary, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  a  memorandum  of  an  agreement  executed  at  Madrid  on  the  13th  day 
of  Febniary,  A.  D.  1884,  by  and  between  the  duly  authorized  aget^  and  representfl^ 
tives  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  tne  Government  of 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  given  to  me  that  the 
Government  of  that  country  has  abolished  the  discriminating  customs  duty  hereto- 
fore imposed  upon  the  products  of,  and  articles  proceeding  from,  the  United  States  of 
America  imported  into  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  said  abolition  to  take 
effect  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  March  next : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Chester  A.  Arthur,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  section  4228  of  the  Revised  Statutes, *do  hereby 
declare  and  proclaim  that,  on  and  after  the  said  Ist  day  of  March  next,  so  long  as  the 
products  of,  and  articles  proceeding  from,  the  United  States,  imported  into  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  be  exempt  from  discriminating  customs  duties,  any  such 
duties  on  the  products  of,  and  articles  proceeding  from,  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  under 
the  Spanish  flag  shall  be  suspended  and  discontinued. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  14th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1884  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred  and  eighth. 

rsEAL.]  CHESTER  A.  ARTHUR. 

By  the  President: 

Fred^k  T.  Frelinghuysen, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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No.  351. 

Mr.  Frelifightiysen  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Ko.  145.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  21, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  yonr  information  copies  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed t#  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  my  reply  thereto, 
touching  a  request  made  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Baltimore  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  coUeolor  of  customs  at  that  port  with  periodical  certifi- 
cates of  the  cargoes  of  sugar,  mollasses,  and  tobacco  imported  from  Guba 
and  Porto  Eico,  giving  the  name  and  flag  of  the  vessel,  date  of  entry^ 
X>ort  of  clearance,  number  and  description  of  packages,  and  weight  in 
American  pounds,  &c. 

This  request  of  Mr.  !N*avarro,  the  consul,  would  appear  to  have  been 
made  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  purport  and  scope  of  the  third 
article  of  the  agreement  sigiied  at  Madrid  February  13, 1884.  Such  a 
request  has  not  been  made,  so  far  as  known,  by  any  other  consular  ofl&cer 
of  Spain  in  the  United  States. 

From  the  reply  made  to  Mr.  Folger^s  inquiry,  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
Government  construes  the  engagement  in  accordance  with  its  evident 
intent,  and  will  require  its  customs  officers  to  give  to  any  Spanish  con- 
sul, whenever  he  may  request  it,  a  certificate  in  respect  to  the  cargo  of 
sugar  or  tobacco  brought  by  any  designated  vessel  to  our  ports.  Al 
though  molasses  is  not  mentioned  in  the  agreement,  it  may  be  deemed 
comprised  under  the  general  phrase  ''  sugar." 

It  is  of  course,  evident,  that  the  agreement  could  not  have  contem- 
plated requiring  our  customs  administration  to  prepare  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Spanish  consuls  detailed  periodical  statements  of  every 
package  of  the  articles  in  question  brought  to  the  United  States  from 
the  Antilles.  Besides  entailing  an  amount  of  labor  not  necessary  to 
compliance  with  the  agreement,  and  which  this  Government,  even  in 
the  interest  of  its  own  revenues,  could  not  well  ask  of  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment under  like  circumstances,  there  is  involved  a  question  of  re- 
sponsibility which  appears  to  be  decisive.  There  is  the  distinction  be- 
tween courteously  furnishing  specific  information  when  it  may  be  needed 
and  requested,  and  an  obligation  to  make  a  comprehensive  and  exact 
return,  omitting  not  even  isolated  packages  found  in  a  general  cargo 
or  entered  by  passengers  as  personal  effects. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEl^. 


[Indosnre  1  in  Xo.  145.] 

Mr.  Folger  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

Treasury  Department, 

Wa8hington,  March  13,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  Department  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Baltimore,  in  relation  to  a  request 
of  Mr.  Jos6  de  Navarro,  consul  of  Spain  at  that  port,  to  be  furnished  with  certificates 
from  time  to  time  of  cargoes  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  tobacco  imported  from  Cuba 
and  Porto  Kico,  giving  the  name  and  Hag  of  the  vessel,  date  of  entry,  port  of  clear- 
ance, number  of  hogsheads,  bags,  or  boxes,  net  weight  in  American  pounds,  &c. 

The  collector  states  that  a  compliance  with  the  request  made  involves  considera- 
ble labor,  and  would  require  a  regular  periodical  report  to  the  consul. 
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I  vfUX  thank  yoa  to  state  whether  under  the  recent  agreement  between  the  Spaniah 
Oovemment  and  the  United  States,  mentioned  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  14th  ultimo,  or  any  other  similar  agreement,  this  Oovemment  is  now  required 
to  furnish  the  certificates  above  mentioned. 
Very  respectfully. 

CHAS.  J.  FOLGER, 

Secretary, 


[Incloanre  3  in  No.  145.] 
Mr.  Frelinghuifsen  to  Mr,  Folger, 

DKPARTBffENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  March  20,  lt»4. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  you 
inform  me  of  the  re^^uest  of  the  Spanisn  consul  at  Bammore  to  be  furnished  from 
time  to  time  with  certificates  of  the  cargoes  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  tobacco  im- 
ported front  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  giving  the  name  and  flag  of  the  vessel,  date  of 
entry,  port  of  clearance,  number  of  packages,  and  weight  in  American  pounds,  &j^ 
You  mention  the  collector's  statement  that  compliance  with  this  request  would  in- 
volve considerable  labor  and  require  *'a  regular  periodical  report  to  the  consul." 
Ton  accordingly  ask  whether  these  certificates  are  required  under  the  recent  agree- 
ment. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  my  belief,  founded  on  the  reports  of  Mr.  Foster, 
who  negotiated  the  agreement,  that  the  third  article  of  the  agreement  of  February 
13, 1884,  merely  contemplates  furnishing  in  anv  particular  case,  when  specially  re- 
quested by  the  Spanish  consul,  a  statement  of  the  quantities  of  sugar,  molasses,  «md 
tobacco  forming  the  cargo  of  a  vessel. 

The  object  of  the  arrangement  is  to  enable  the  Spanish  authorities  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  the  export  tax  leviedon  those  products  in  the  Antilles,  in  respect  of  which 
the  insular  reven  ues  are  often  defrauded.  A  case  recently  occurred  at  Cienfuegoa  where 
1.000  hogsheads  of  sugar  were  shipped  without  paying  export  dues.  The  knowledge 
tnat  a  ready  means  of  detecting  such  frauds  is  available  on  the  arrival  of  the  cam> 
here  would,  it  was  thought,  check  the  practice.  When  fraud  is  suspected  by  the 
Spanish  officers,  the  consul  can  immediately  procure  from  the  collector  a  statement 
of  the  quantity  imported  by  the  suspected  vessel,  and  thus  substantiate  or  disprove 
the  suspicion. 

The  intent  was  clearly  that  in  case  of  need  a  special  favor  might  be  asked  and 
granted.  Periodical  reports  in  detail  of  i^l  importations  of  this  character  would 
practically  entail  upon  the  several  custom-houses  a  responsibility  in  the  interest  of 
protecting  the  Spanish  revenues  which  it  could  not  have  been  intended  to  transfer 
from,  the  Spanish  consuls  to  our  collectors  of  customs. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  circular  be  sent  to  the  collectors  of  customs,  instructing 
them  that  whenever  a  Spanish  consular  ofiicer  shall  request  the  certificate  contem- 
plated in  article  3  of  the  agreement  of  February  13,  1884,  it  is  to  be  promptly  for- 
nished  in  respect  of  any  designated  vessel,  and  will  be  confined  to  a  statement  of  the 
quantities  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  tobacco  brought  by  such  vessel. 

A  copy  of  this  correspondence  will  be  furnished  to  the  Spanish  minister  here  and 
to  Qur  representative  at  Madrid,  for  their  information. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHTYSEN. 


No.  362. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  199.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  1,  1884.    (Received  April  21.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  iDStraction  No.  140,  of  tbe  12th  ultimo,  I  have 
to  report  that  on  yesterday  I  sent  to  the  Minister  of  State  a  note  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  the  passport  system  is  enforced  in  Cuba, 
and  in  doing  so  I  have  adopted  almost  the  exact  language  of  yonr  in- 
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struction.    To  this  I  added  the  hoi>e  that  it  might  be  found  oonvenient 
to  send  such  instractions  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba  as  would  put  a 
stop  to  the  evils  complained  of  and  relieve  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  visiting  tliat  island  ft'om  unnecessary  annoyance. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  353. 
Mr,  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

l^o.  200.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridj  April  2,  1884.  (Received  April  21.) 
Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  of  the  26th 
nltimo  from  the  Minister  of  State,  received  on  the  29th,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Cuban  embargoed  estate  claims.  The  minister,  after  excusing 
the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  replying  to  my  note  of  November  14, 
last,  explains  that  the  words  "new  claims''  in  his  predecessor's  note 
of  November  3  did  not  imply  that  they  were  not  already  known  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  but  that  they  were  considered  new  in  relation  to 
those  already  decided  by  the  late  commission.  He  repeats  the  decla- 
rations of  Senor  Ruiz  Gomez,  that  the  importance  of  the  sums  claimed 
and  the  attendant  circumstances  require  a  careful  examination  and  re- 
I)ort  from  the  Minister  of  Ultramar,  and  while  he  assures  me  that  this 
•  will  be  made  with  all  possible  diligence,  he  reminds  me  that  our  own 
Government  knows,  by  its  own  experience  in  considering  the  reclama- 
tions of  Spain  in  regard  to  th^  Florida  and  civil  war  claims,  how  delays 
in  the  settlement  of  questions  of  this  character  must  necessarily  occur. 
In  view  of  my  expected  early  visit  to  Washington  I  have  thought  it 
beet  to  defer  the  acknowledgment  of  this  note  until  after  I  have  had  a 
<5onference  with  you.  I  am  promised  by  the  minister  an  interview  to 
discuss  this  as  well  as  other  pending  subjects  before  my  departure,  and 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  satisfactory  account  of  the  views 
of  the  Spanish  Government  respecting  these  claims  than  I  have  thus 
far  done.  * 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[Indosare  in  No.  200.— Translatioii.] 

Mr.  Elduayen  to  Mr,  Foster, 

Ministry  op  State  Palace, 

MadHd,  March  26,  1B84. 

Excellency  :  This  ministry,  at  present  nnder  ray  change,  duly  received  your  ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  14th  November  last,  in  answer  to  that  which  my  predecessor, 
SeQor  Ruiz  Gomez,  had  addressed  you  on  the  3d  of  the  same  mouth,  in  regard  to  the 
claims  presented  by  the  legation,  under  date  of  the  2d  and  3d  July  of  last  year,  on 
account  of  the  embargo  of  estates  of  North  American  citizens  during  the  late  Cuban 
insurrection. 

In  now  charging  myself  with  the  said  note  of  your  excellency  of  the  14th  Novem- 
ber, whose  answer  has  been  delayed  by  the  many  occupations  which  demand  the  at- 
tention of  every  minister  in  the  first  month  of  his  ministerial  duties,  I  must,  above 
all,  inform  your  excellency  that  in  my  judgment  the  words  which  your  excellency 
controverts,  to  wit,  '•new  claims''  (nuevas  reclamaciones),  employed  by  my  prede- 
cessor in  referring  to  those  presented  on  the  preceding  2d  and  3d  July,  do  not  sig- 
nify that  they  were  not  already  known  to  the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  but  that 
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they  were  considered  new  in  relation  to  those  which  had  Just  been  decided  by  the 
late  commission  of  arbitration,  on  account  of  which  Spain  was  on  the  point  of  paying 
to  the  United  States  10,000,000  of  reals,  approximately,  an  amount  of  some  importance 
for  the  resources  of  the  Spanish  treasury,  and  at  present  already  paid  in  its  totality. 

As  to  the  other  arguments  contained  in  your  excellency's  note,  to  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  answer,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  they  weaken  in  any  respect  tliat  whi<^ 
my  predecessor  expressed  to  your  excellency  on  the  3d  of  November  last.  In  exam- 
ining the  voluminous  correspondence  remitted  to  this  ministry  by  your  legation  on 
the  2a  and  3d  of  July  of  last  year,  from  which  it  results  that  Spain,  which  within 
recent  dates  has  paid  to  the  United  States  more  than  thirty  million  reals,  would  still 
appear  as  debtor  for  another  hundred,  my  predecessor  informed  your  excellency  that 
the  importance  of  the  sums  which  were  claimed,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  verifying 
their  correctness,  and,  above  all,  to  ascertain  if  the  claimants  compared  with  the 
subjects  of  His  Majesty  had  made  use  of  all  the  measures  which  Spanish  legislation 
concedes  to  them  for  the  defense  of  their  interests,  the  authorities  of  Cuba  denying 
them  justice,  the  only  case  iu  which  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  admits  diplo- 
matic action — all  these  circumstances  exacted  a  careful  examination  and  a  just  report 
from  the  Ministry  of  Ultramar  (colonies),  the  only  competent  authority  to  noake  the 
necessary  explanations  on  each  one  of  the  questions  which  are  the  object  of  the  rec- 
lamations of  your  excellency. 

On  my  part  I  will  add  that  these  [claims]  have  already  been  transmitted  to  the 
said  ministry,  recommending  to  it  all  possible  dilij^ence  without  considering  it  neces- 
sary that  I  should  repeat  that  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  will  attend  to  the  recla- 
mations presented  by  your  excellency  in  your  notes  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  July  of  last 
year,  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  just  and  equituble,  with  the  same  spirit  of  equity  of 
which  it  has  given  repeated  proofs  to  the  Government  of  the  American  Union,  nopinx 
that  the  latter  will  not,  in  its  turn,  fail  to  take  into  consideration  the  difficulties  wnicE 
oppose  a  resolution  as  promptly  as  Spain  would  wish,  since  it  knows  bv  experienee, 
recalling  not  only  our  already  repeated  reclamations  relating  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Florida  debt,  but  the  more  recent  claims  arising  in  conse(^uence  of  the  ii^ures  suffered 
by  Spanish  subjects  during  the  war  of  secession,  the  indispensable  procedure  neces- 
sary for  the  settlement  of  questions  of  such  a  nature,  as  well  as  the  delays  which,  on 
account  of  its  character,  it  must  necessarily  encounter.  • 

I  improve,  &c., 

J.  ELDUAYEN. 


No.  354. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  201.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  April  4, 1884.    (Received  April  21.) 

Sir  :  It  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosures  herewith  that  steps  have  at 
last  been  taken  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  carry  oat  the  long-prom- 
ised reform  iu  its  consular  tarifi*.  A  commission  has  been  appointed  by 
royal  decree  to  revise  the  existing  consular  tariff's  with  a  view  to  the 
submission  of  the  projected  reform  to  the  Cortes  for  its  approbation. 

The  minister  of  state  in  his  ^^  exposition  "  refers,  among  other  reasons 
for  the  revision,  to  the  international  engagements  recently  contracted, 
doubtless  having  in  mind  the  additional  article  of  our  agreement  of 
February  13  last,  respecting  the  abolition  of  constdar  tonnage  dues  for 
the  West  India  Islands.  I  have  not  omitted  the  opportunity,  afforded 
by  the  publication  of  the  royal  decree  nominating  the  commission,  to 
bring  to  his  attention  the  remonstrances  of  our  Government  against 
these  tonnage  dues.  In  my  note  of  the  2d  instant,  of  which  a  copy  is 
inclosed,  I  have  recited  the  correspondence  of  this  legation  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  have  asked  the  Minister  of  State  to  bring  this  correspondence 
to  the  notice  of  the  commission  with  such  favorable  recommendation  as 
will  secure  the  abolition  of  the  objectionable  dues  for  the  entire  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

I  propose,  also,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  my  di{ 
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matic  colleagues  of  the  leading  commercial  nations  by  notes  of  similar 
purport  as  the  one  I  have  sent  to  the  Minister  of  State.    The  represent- 
atives of  Great  Britain  and  of  other  Governments  have  already  signified 
to  me  their  intention  to  follow  my  action. 
I  am.  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


llnclotnre  1  in  No.  201.~TTaD8lAtion.] 
[From  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  March  28, 1884.] 

MINISTRY  OF  STATE  EXPOSITION. 

SeKor  :  On  the  15th  June,  1874,  the  consular  tariffs  were  revised  with  an  ohject  to 
regnlate  and  make  uniform  on  ecjuitable  bases  the  collection  of  the  obventional  fees 
received  by  the  agents  of  Spain  id  foreign  countries  on  account  of  the  numerous  acts 
of  their  official  duties,  providing  at  the  same  time  that  the  special  services  which  they 
render  may  be  justly  recompensed  by  the  persons  soliciting  them. 

The  well  known  and  constant  spread  which  mercantile  transactions  have  acquired 
since  then,  the  reforms  introduced  in  the  public  administration,  and  even  the  indlca- 
tioDB  of  opinion,  now  advise  that  all  possible  facility  be  given  to  trade,  modifying 
the  orders  and  the  application  of  regulations  little  Justified,  and  harmonizing  the 
consular  tariff  with  the  internationfd  compromises  recently  contra^'ted,  without  on 
this  account  leaving  unprovided  for  the  legitimate  remuneration  of  the  |(uarantee 
which  the  intervention  of  consular  agents  oners  to  commerce  in  its  lucrative  opera- 
tions. 

In  order  to  prepare  this  work  with  indispensable  care  and  attention,  so  as  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  approbation  of  the  Cortes,  the  undersigned  minister  believes  the  nomi- 
nation of  a  commission  composed  of  functionaries  of  recognized  competency  is 
necessary,  which  may  in  a  brief  time  carefully  examine  the  points  which  ought  to  be 
reformed,  fix  with  clearness  the  articles  of  the  tariff,  with  the  object  of  preventing 
doubtful  interpretations,  and  draw  up  the  project  of  the  new  consular  tariff,  endeav- 
oring to  satisfy  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  commerce  without  impairing  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state. 

Founded  on  these  reasons  the  undersigned  minister  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
approbation  of  Your  Majesty  the  following  project  of  decree. 

Madrid,  March  27,  1884. 

JOSfi  ELDUAYEN. 

ROYAL  DECREE. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  reasons  exposed  to  me  by  my  Minister  of  State,  in 
accord  with  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  ministers,  I  decree  the  following: 

Article  1.  The  nomination  of  a  commission  composed  of  the  chiefs  of  the  section 
of  administration  and  commerce,  of  the  ministry  of  state,  of  the  directors-general 
of  customs  and  of  taxes  (*'impnest9s"),  of  the  ministry  of  finance,  and  of  two  offi- 
cials of  the  consular  corps,  the  most  recent  appointee  performing  the  duties  of  secretary, 
is  approved,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  revision  of  the  present  consular  tari&. 

Art.  2.  The  Minister  of  State  is  authorized  to  attach  to  said  commission  one  or 
more  merchants,  or  persons  who  may  possess  recognised  competency  in  the  matter, 
in  order  that  they  may  illustrate,  with  their  practical  knowledge,  the  resolutions 
adopted. 

Ajit.  3.  The  commission  will  endeavor  to  report  its  work  within  a  brief  time,  and 
vrill  confosm  itself  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  charge  to  the  regulations,  which  will  be 
previously  dictated  for  the  arrangement  of  this  question. 

Given  at  the  palace  on  the  37th  of  March,  1884. 

ALFONSO. 

The  Minister  of  State, 

J08±  Eld  C  A  YEN. 

Ministry  op  State,  Office  of  Undersecretary. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  royal  decree  of  the  27th  March,  1884,  creat- 
ing a  commission  for  the  revision  of  the  present  consular  tariffs.  His  Majesty  the  King 
(whom  God  guard)  has  been  pleased  to  nominate  on  the  same  date,  to  form  part  of 
the  said  commission  Don  Jacobo  Prendergast  y  Gordon,  Don  Isidore  Millas,  Don 
Flacido  de  Jos^  y  Hevia,  Viscount  de  Campo  Grande,  Don  Rafael  Atard,  Don  Balbino 
Cortes  y  Morales,  consul-general,  pensioned,  and  Don  Antonio  Vazquez  y  Lopez, 
sul  of  the  second  class,  retired,  who  will  perform  the  duties  of  secretary. 
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llnelomire  3  in  No.  ML] 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Elduapem. 

Lboation  of  tbb  Unitkd  Statks, 

Madrid,  AprU  2,  1884. 

ExcELLENCT:  I  have  been  greatly  gratified  to  notice  the  enlightened  exposition 
which  yoar  excellency  addressed  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the'27th  ultimo  and  the 
reyal  decree  of  the  same  date,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commiaaion  to  re- 
vise the  existing  Spanish  consular  tariff  and  to  have  it  conform  to  existing  international 
compromises  and  the  freedom  of  commercial  intercourse  with  other  nations.  I  tnut 
I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  conviction  I  entertain  that  in  the  appointment  of  this  com- 
mission yonr  excellency  had  in  view,  among  other  reforms,  tne  abolition  of  the  ton- 
nage dues  levied  and  collected  by  Spanish  consuls  on  cargoes  of  vessels  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  and  other  nations. 

I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  of  the  attitude  assumed  by  my  Government  on 
this  subject,  but  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  attention  of  said  commission  may  be  di- 
rected to  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  this  legation  and  your  excel- 
lency's department,  and  enpecially  to  tne  notes  of  this  legation  of  January  7,  1882, 
July  16,  IHd:),  and  January  22  of  the  present  year.  The  last  of  these  notes  contains  a 
recapitulation  of  the  views  of  ray  Government,  showing  that  it  is  Virtually  an  erpori 
tax,  levied  and  collected  by  Spanish  consols  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  as  all  export  taxes  are  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  if 
an  exaction  of  duties  in  which  it  is  not  possible  for  my  Government  to  acquiesce.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  your  excellency,  with  a  commendable  spirit  of  commercial  free- 
dom, has  already  agreed  with  me,  by  virtue  of  the  agreement  of  February  13  last^  to  ask 
the  Cortes  to  authorize  the  abolition  of  this  duty  so  far  as  trade  with  Cuba  and  Porto 
Bico  is  concerned,  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  l>e  decided  by  said  commission  to  extend 
the  abolition  to  the  entire  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

Confident  that  your  excellency  will  submit  this  subiect  with  such  favorable  recom- 
mendation to  the  attention  of  the  commission  referred  to  as  will  secure  an  entire  abo- 
lition of  these  objectionable  dues, 
I  have,  &c. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  355. 

Mr,  Reed  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  247.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Madrid^  April  8,  1884.  (Received  April  210 
SiE :  Referring  to  Mr.  Foster's  No.  199  in  regard  to  passports  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your 
farther  information^  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  dated  the  3d  in- 
stant, from  the  Minister  of  State,  stating  that  the  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Minister  of  Ultramar,  whose  reply  thereto  will  be  sent  to 
this  legation  as  soon  as  received. 
I  am,  &c., 

DWIGHT  F.  REED. 


[Incloaiire  hi  Ko.  247.— TrMidstion.] 

Mr.  Elduayen  to  Mr.  Heed. 

Ministry  of  State  Pau^ce, 

AprU  3,  18d4. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  excellency  that  so  soon  as  I  re- 
ceived  your  note  of  the  Slst  of  March  on  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  passports  are  applied  in  the  island  of  Caha,  I  referred  its  contents 
to  the  minister  of  ultramar,  whose  answer  I  will  hasten  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency  so  soon  as  it  arrives  in  my  power 
Availinfff  &c., 

J.  ELDUAYEK. 
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No.  356. 
Mr,  Reed  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

Ko.  249.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  April  16, 1884.    (Received,  May  3.) 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  the  "  bases  ^  agreed  npon  for  the  proposed  reform  of  the  Span- 
ish cnstoms  regulations,  as  published  in  El  Gorreo  and  copied  by  El 
Estandarte  of  the  29th  of  March  last.  I  also  inclose  a  translation  of 
such  of  them  as  are  deemed  of  interest  to  us. 

Since  the  publication  of  these  "  bases,"  I  have  made  inquiry  in  regard 
thereto,  and  have  ascertained  that  a  commission  is  now  engaged  in  the 
ministry  of  hacienda  (finance)  on  the  revision  of  the  regulations  on 
the  bases  referred  to.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  new  regulations 
agreed  upon  will  net  require  the  approval  of  the  Cortes,  but  will  be 
carried  into  effect  by  royal  decree. 

It  is  expected  that  these  new  regulations  will  be  a  decided  improve- 
ment upon  those  now  in  force.    The  most  important  reform,  however, 
is  that  mentioned  in  base  twelfth,  which  proposes  the  doing  away  with 
what  is  known  as  the  moiety  system. 
I  have,  &c., 

DWIGflT  F.  REED. 


[Inoloeare  in  No.  240.— Translation.  J 
[From  the  Bstandarte  29th  March,  1884.] 

The  Correo  has  published  the  approved  bases  on  which  the  reform  of  the  customs 
regnlatioDs  is  to  be  made.    They  are  these : 

1.  Commerce  of  importation  ;  obligations  of  captains  ;  (a)  from  abroad  by  »ea. — WiU  con- 
tiDoe  to  exact  from  them  the  manifest  of  the  cargo  visaed  by  the  consul  of  the  port  of 
origin,  in  which  must  be  included,  with  the  convenient  separation,  merchandise  des- 
tined to  parts  of  the  Peninsula  and  those  of  transit. 

EXCBPTI0N8. 

(1)  Win  not  require  manifest  visaed  b^the  consul,  complete  cargoes  of  all  merchan- 
dise which  i>ay  less  than  100  pesetas  tariff  duty  per  metrical  tonnage. 

(2)  Captains  of  steam  vessels  of  a  fixed  scale,  may  present  in  substitution  of  visaed 
manifests,  bills  of  lading  of  the  cargo,  numbered  and  sealed  by  the  consuls  with  a 
concise  extract  of  said  bills  of  lading  visaed  by  the  said  oflQcial. 

The  administrators  of  customs  may  admit  manifests  written  in  a  foreign  language, 
exacting  an  official  translation  of  the  same,  only  in  case  it  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Captains  need  only  present  at  each  port  of  arrival  a  general  manifest  of  the  cargo 
and  only  a  partial  manifest  of  what  they  carry  for  a  specified  port. 

•  »  •  •  *#  m 

3.  Consignees, — Passengers  and  crews  of  vessels  may  be  consignees  of  any  class  and 
amount  of  merchandise  which  they  bring  in  their  baggage,  with  the  restriction  that 
there  must  be  included  in  the  manifests  of  the  captains  or  in  the  route  certificate 
merchandise  the  duty  on  which  amounts  to  more  than  500  pesetas. 

The  consignees  may  ask  the  previous  examination  of  the  packages  which  come  to 
their  order,  and  the  administrators  of  customs  must  concede  it  witnin  a  time  not  ex- 
ceeding forty-eight  hours. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  customs,  leaving  assured  the  duties,  the 
agents  and  commission  merchants  of  the  cities  (or  towns)  where  there  is  a  custom- 
house of  the  first  class  will  constitute  a  corporation  body  without  numerical  limi- 
tation, and  its  individuals  will  deposit  a  guarantee  (flanza),  personal  or  collective, 
to  respond  for  the  duties  on  the  merchandise  dispatched  and  for  the  trouble  that 
may  be  incurred. 

5.  Transit, — ^Transit  in  vessels  of  whatever  tonnage  will  be  permitted,  with  re- 
strictions only  for  tobacco,  textures,  and  goods  (generos)  called  colonial. 
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Greater  facilities  will  be  given  than  at  present  exist  for  transit  by  land.  YeaMli 
with  a  fixed  itinerary  may  take  merchandise  in  all  ports,  whatever  may  be  the  habili- 
tation  of  its  customs,  giving  previous  notice  to  the  direction-general  of  the  brancL 

6.  Transshipment  of  merchandise  will  be  consented  to  for  vessels  of  whatever 
tonnage,  with  the  restrictions  named  for  transit. 

12.  Fines  and  additional  duties. — ^The  participation  which  the  employes  of  the  cus- 
toms at  present  have  in  fines  and  additional  duties  will  cease,  the  total  amount  of 
which  will  be  turned  into  the  treasury. 

In  order  to  recompense  the  officials  of  customs  for  the  losses  which  this  change 
may  cause  them,  they  will  receive  2  per  cent,  of  the  annual  increase  of  the  receipts 
(on  account  of  fines). 

This  gratification  will  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  which  will  bo  distributed 
among  the  employ^  of  those  custom-houses  which  have  rendered  extraordinary  <a 
verv  laborious  services,  by  previous  declaration  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  "hacienda," 
and  the  balance  in  proportion  to  the  salaries  of  all  the  officials  of  the  corps,  acoording 
to  distribution  which  will  be  made  by  the  direction-general  of  customs. 


No.  357. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Reed. 

[Extract.] 

No.  163.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  17,  1884. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  instruction  No.  145  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  I  inclose  a 
a  copy  of  a  note*  to  the  Spanish  minister  here,  touching  the  reqaest 
of  the  consul  of  Spain  at  Baltimore  to  be  furnished  with  certificates  of 
cargoes  imported  from  Cuba,  &c.,  and  of  the  answer*  thereto. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  » 

I  am,  &c. 

FEED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  358. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Reed. 

[Extract] 

No.  165.]  Department  of  State, 

W<Mhingtony  April  24,  1884. 
SiE :  Referring  to  Mr.  Foster's  No.  201,  with  regard  to  "  Spanish  con- 
sular tonnage  fees,"  I  have  to  express  the  hope  that  the  action  of  tiie 
legation  directed  to  their  abolition  may  be  continued  with  good  results. 
You  will  profit  by  any  proper  occasion  to  manifest  the  interest  which 
this  Government  takes  in  the  matter. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


*  For  inclosures  see  documents  numbered  365  and  366. 
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No.  369. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Reed. 

[BxtnMSt] 

No.  167.)  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washingtanj  April  30, 1884. 

Sib:  The  recent  departure  of  one  Carlos  Aguero  with  a  few  adher- 
ents from  Key  West  in  a  small  schooner  for  Cuba  has  attracted  consid- 
erable attention,  and  coupled  with  the  reports  of  the  secret  organiza- 
tion of  other  similar  expeditions,  has  been  given  an  importance  greater 
probably  than  it  alone  merits.  For  your  information  and  for  such  use 
as  occasion  may  hereafter  demand,  I  communicate  to  you  herewith  the 
facts  in  the  matter. 

Aguero  being  in  Key  West,  a  demand  for  his  extradition  under  the 
treaty  was  made  by  Spain.  He  was  arrested  in  January  last,  pursuant 
to  the  extradition  statute  of  the  United  States,  and  taken  before  a  com- 
missioner, who,  finding  the  proofs  insufficient,  discharged  him  from  cus- 
tody. 

In  a  note  to  this  Department  of  the  17th  ultimo  Mr.  Valera,  the 
Spanish  minister  here,  referred  to  conspiracies  of  Cuban  refugees  in 
this  country  against  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  stated  that  some  of 
them  professed  a  purpose  of  carrying  their  hostile  designs  into  efi'ect 
by  means  of  dynamite.  Mr.  Valera  further  stated  as  a  proof  of  public 
sentiment  at  Key  West  that  ui>ou  the  occasion  of  Aguero's  discharge 
from  custody  there,  the  collector  of  customs  and  others  gave  public 
utterance  to  their  exultation,  and  the  minister  expressed  a  hope  that 
through  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Attorney-General  a  remedy 
would  be  applied  for  this  condition  of  affairs.  You  will  notice  that  no 
charge  against  specific  individuals  was  made  other  than  the  statement 
as  to  the  collector's  utterances.  1,  however,  communicated  the  sub- 
stance of  Mr.  Valera's  suggestion  to  the  Attorney-General,  in  order  that 
the  officers  of  the  Department  of  Justice  might  be  upon  the  alert. 

Under  date  of  the  27th  March,  Seiior  Valera  informed  the  Depart- 
ment that  Spanish  newspapers  in  this  country  were  threatening,  and 
that  he  had  received  private  information  that  Carlos  Aguero  was  or- 
ganizing, a  hostile  expedition  at  Key  West  against  Cuba,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  which  be  asked  that  all  means  at  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive might  be  employed.  • 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  note,  I  immediately  communicated  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Attorney- 
General,  stating  that  Carlos  Aguero,  a  fugitive  whose  extradition  was 
recently  requested  and  not  granted,  was  reported  by  the  Spanish  min- 
ister as  organizing  and  equipping  at  Key  West  a  hostile  expedition 
against  Cuba  with  over  100  men  in  his  party,  fully  armed,  and  provided 
with  bombs  and  other  destructive  explosives ;  that  such  an  expedition 
falls  clearly  under  the  provisions  of  the  neutrality  laws,  exposes  its  au- 
thors to  criminal  prosecutions,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  this  coun- 
try to  investigate  the  report,  and,  if  verified,  to  use  all  available  means 
to  prevent  the  unlawful  act.  I  therefore  requested  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral to  give  by  telegraph  such  orders  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  guid- 
ance of  his  officers  in  the  case,  and  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that,  as  the  Treasury  officials  at  Key  West  had  been  indicated 
as  sympathizing  with  Aguero,  it  might  be  necessary  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation through  other  agents. 

Both  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General  imme- 
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diately  sent  telegraphic  instructions  to  the  officers  at  Key  West  to  pre- 
vent the  departure  of  the  expedition ;  revenue  cutters  were  dispatched 
there,  and  orders  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  steamship  Yandalia,  then  in  that  port,  to  aid  in  the 
protection  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 

iN^otwithstanding  these  exertions,  Aguero  escaped  in  the  night  of  the 
1st  ultimo  in  a  small  schooner  with  some  adherents.  There  is,  however, 
no  confirmation  of  the  report  that  they  were  armed  with  bombs  or  had 
with  them  means  of  offensive  warfare  other  than  their  personal  equip- 
ment. 

The  United  States  steamship  Swatara  having  arrived  at  Key  West^ 
orders  were  immediately  sent  that  the  Swatara  and  the  Yandalia  should 
proceed  toward  Cuban  waters  in  order  to  intercept  the  expedition,  if 
possible,  and  they  were  aided  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  coast  by  reve- 
nue cutters.  The  expedition,  however,  succeeded,  I  am  informed,  in 
effecting  a  landing  upon  the  coast  of  the  island.  The  schooner  whidi 
conveyed  them  returned  to  Key  West,  and  judicial  proceedings  were 
immediately  commenced  against  it  and  the  crew. 

Upon  the  5th  instant,  the  Attorney -General  ordered  one  of  the  most 
active  and  efficient  assistant  attorneys  in  his  Department  to  go  at  once 
to  Key  West,  giving  him  full  authority  in  writing  to  do  all  that  could 
be  done  to  enforce  the  neutrality  laws,  to  prevent  any  violation  of 
them,  and  to  arrest  and  break  up  any  such  combinations  as  are  supposed 
to  exist  for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  island  of  Cuba  in  vessels  armed 
and  equipped  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Blair,  the  assistant  attorney,  immediately  started  for  Key  West, 
and  has  been  energetically  engaged  in  the  duty  assigned  him.  Besides 
his  authority  from  the  Department  of  Justice,  he  took  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  giving  him  authority  in  connection' with  the 
customs  authorities  and  the  revenue  cutters. 

On  account  of  the  distrust  in  the  collector  of  customs,  a  special  agent 
of  the  Treasury  Department  was  also  sent  to  Key  West,  and  is  now 
there,  and  the  President  has  removed  the  collector  of  customs  at  that 
point. 

In  a  note  to  the  Department  of  the  10th  instant,  Sefior  Yalera  repre- 
sented that  he  had  received  trustworthy  information  that  the  excite- 
ment at  Key  West  against  the  Spanish  consul  was  such  that  his  life 
was  in  danger,  and  the  minister  requested  that  all  available  means 
might  be  employed  to  insui^  the  personal  safety  of  that  officer. 

This  information  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  Attorney-General, 
with  the  suggestion  that  instructions  be  telegraphed  to  the  agent  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  at  Key  West  to  at  once  adopt,  after  consultation 
with  the  other  Federal  authorities,  whatever  measures  might  seem  ex- 
pedient for  the  personal  safety  of  the  Spanish  consul  and  the  protection 
of  the  consulate  from  violence,  informing  him  also  that  Mr.  Yalera's 
statement  had  been  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  so  that  the  aid  of  forces  in  barracks  at  Key 
West,  or  on  board  of  any  naval  vessel  there,  might  be  availed  of  should 
such  an  extreme  step  seem  to  be  necessary. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I  suggested  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  vessel  visiting  Key  West  should  be  properly  instructed, 
so  that  if  mob  violence  be  apprehended  the  Spanish  consul  might  be 
protected  or  afforded  a  secure  restin'g:  place  on  board,  and  a  letter  upon 
the  same  subject  was  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Upon  April  10,  the  date  of  Mr.  Yalera's  note,  the  United  States  dis- 

.  trict  attorney  in  Key  West  telegraphed  to  the  Attorney-General  that 

the  Spanish  consul  had  received  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  from  the  Ctap- 
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tain-Greueral  of  Cuba,  a  dispatch  stating  that  one  Aurelio  Mayol  had 
left  Havana  on  the  steamer  Hutchinson,  alleging  that  "  he  goes  to  kill 
the  Spanish  consul."  The  district  attorney  added  that  he  had  procared 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  Mayol,  and  the  sheriff,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  revenue  cutter,  had  arrested  him  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer ;  that 
the  district  attorney  had  appeared  for  the  consul  before  the  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  Mayol  had  been  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  for  one- 
month  to  await  further  evidence.  As  the  United  States  vessel  Tennes- 
see, llag'Ship  of  the  North  Atlantic  squadron,  was  then  present  at  Key 
West,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  invoke  military  aid,  especially  a» 
the  military  barracks  there  are  not  now  occupied,  and  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  send  troops  from  another  post.  The  Secretary  of  War  waa 
so  informed. 

Under  date  of  the  12th  instant,  the  Attorney- General  transmitted  to- 
me a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Blair,  the  assistant  attorney  deputed 
to  aid  in  enforcing  the  neutrality  laws,  reporting  his  arrival  at  Key 
West,  and  the  Attorney-General  added  that  he  would  immediately 
telegraph  him  to  see  to  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  consular  repre- 
sentative, and  that  Mr.  Blair  had  instructions  of  the  most  peremptory 
character  to  4o  all  in  his  power  to  maintain  the  neutrality  of  this  coun- 
try and  to  repress  any  attempt  to  violate  the  law  by  persons  who  pro- 
ject or  contemplate  armed  expeditions  against  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Under  the  same  date  he  communicated  another  telegram  from.  Mr. 
Blair,  stating  that  Mayol  had  been  arrested  on  arrival,  was  under  bonds* 
to  keep  the  peace,  was  carefully  watched,  and  that  Admiral  Cooper,  in 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  fleet,  had  taken  every  precaution  ta 
protect  the  Spanish  consul. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Department,  on  the  11th  instant,  had  informed 
Mr.  Valera  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by  which  the  special 
agent  of  the  Department  of  Justice  at  Key  West  might,  in  case  of  need^ 
command  the  aid  of  any  Federal  force  which  might  be  at  that  place 
both  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  in  protecting  the  Spanish  consulate. 
For  this  action  Mr.  Valera  returned  his  thanks  in  a  note  of  the  14th. 
Apnl. 

Upon  the  16th  instant  I  informed  Mr.  Valera,  referring  to  hi&  note  of 
the  10th,  of  the  action  in  the  matter  of  Mayol. 

Under  date  of  the  14th  instant  Mr.  Valera  represented  that  he  had 
information  thai  a  hostile  armament  against  Cuba  was  preparing  at 
New  Orleans.    •    •    • 

The  action  heretofore  set  forth  of  this  Government,  in  sending  a  spe- 
cial agent  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and  one  from  the  Treasury 
Department  to  Key  West,  the  active  movements  of  the  national  vessels^ 
and  the  course  of  the  President  in  removing  the  present  collector  of 
customs  at  that  port,  sufficiently  show  that  this  Government  effectively 
carries  out  its  desire  to  protect  its  shores  from  violation  of  international 
obligations  and  neutrality  laws,  and  to  prevent  its  territory  from>  being 
made  the  base  of  hostilities  against  a  friendly  government. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Valera's  note  in  relation  to  the  rumored  con- 
templated expedition  from  New  Orleans  I  immediately  communicated 
with  my  colleagues,  who  have  taken  appropriate  steps  similar  to.  those 
taken  at  Key  West,  but  I  am  informed  by  the  Attorney-Genenal  that 
no  one  in  New  Orleans  knows  of  any  expedition.  The  officecs  of  the 
Government,  however,  are  upon  the  watch,  and  will  use  every  exertion 
to  prevent  any  expedition  leaving  our  shores,  should  one  be-  contem- 
plated. 

I  am.  &c*. 

PEBD'K  T.  FEBLINGHUTSEN. 
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No.  360. 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  233.J  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  July  28, 1884.     (Received  August  11.) 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  law  julb  passed 
by  the  Cortes  conferring  upon  the  Executive  the  power  to  adopt  c^ain 
dispositions  of  an  economical  and  mercantile  character  affecting  Uie 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico.  It  is  what  is  known  as  the  ^'  author- 
izations," which  the  ministry  asked  of  the  Cortes  to  remedy  the  embar- 
rassed condition  of  the  West  Indian  provinces,  and  which  were  under 
discussion  for  two  weeks,  and  after  an  animated  debate  were  finally 
passed  almost  without  opposition. 

It  was  conceded  on  all  sides  that  the  situation,  especially  of  Caba, 
was  critical ;  that  relief  in  some  shape  was  necessary  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible ;  and  the  ministry  contended  that  as  the  Cortes  were 
not  willing  to  remain  in  session  during  the  heated  term  sufficiently  long 
to  consider  and  adopt  the  requisite  measures  of  relief,  it  would  be  better 
to  confer  upon  the  Executive  full  power  to  concert  and  carry  out  these 
measures  daring  the  legislative  recess. 

The  first  of  the  "  authorizations  "  :s  to  make  all  possible  reductions  in 
expenses  of  the  public  service.  Already  the  ministry  have  reduced  the 
budget  of  ex]>enses  $2,000,000  over  last  year,  leaving  the  total  expenses 
of  Cuba  $32,000,000.  It  is  contended  by  many  of  the  senators  and  depu- 
ties from  that  island  that  this  amount  ought  to  be  reduced  to  $24,000,000 
or  $26,000,000,  but  the  ministry  declare  this  to  be  impossible. 

The  second  measure  of  relief  authorized  is  the  transfer  to  the  budget 
of  the  Peninsula  of  the  expense  of  the  diplomatic  service  ia  America 
and  of  the  island  of  Fernando  Po,  two  items  heretofore  charged  to  the 
Cuban  treasury,  and  which  have  been  the  occasion  of  long-continaed 
complaint.  It  is  also  contemplated  to  relieve  the  West  Indian  prov- 
inces of  a  considerable  part  of  the  mail  service  now  charged  to  them. 

The  third  authorization  is  understood  to  confer  upon  the  ministry  the 
power  to  make  any  reductions  it  may  think  proper  in  the  tariff  of  im- 
ports and  exports  or  in  the  other  branches  of  taxation,  only  being  lim- 
ited to  maintaining  the  obligations  of  the  budget.  Sugar  is  especially 
mentioned,  because  it  is  one  of  the  burdens  most  complained  of;  and  it 
is  anticipateil  that  the  reduction  in  the  import  duties  would  be  brought 
about  by  means  of  the  commercial  treaties  contemplated  in  the  seventh 
authorization.  The  slight  reduction  made  in  the  export  duty  on  sugar 
by  the  decree  of  June  5,  sent  in  my  No.  232  of  the  26th  instant,  does 
not  satisty  the  planters,  and  an  eiibrt  will  be  made  to  obtain  still  fur- 
ther reductions. 

The  fourth  authorization  is  for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  some  ar- 
rangement with  the  holders  of  the  Cuban  bonds,  and  other  creditors, 
whereby  the  debt  may  be  funded  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  The 
interest  and  other  annual  charges  on  the  Cuban  debt  were  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  $10,186,028,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  entire  budget, 
and  a  large  part  of  the  debt  is  yet  unfunded  and  no  interest  is  paid 
thereon. 

The  fifth  relates  to  the  conversion  or  withdrawal  of  the  pap^  cur- 
rency of  the  Spanish  Bank  of  Havana,  which  was  issued  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  civil  war  in  Cuba,  and  which  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
forced  loan.  It  is  estimated  that  there  still  remains  in  circulation 
$41 ,000,000  of  this  paper.    It  bears  a  heavy  discount  under  gold,  and  has 
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exerted  a  most  embarrassing  influence  on  all  commercial  transactions. 
Coupled  with  this  is  the  sixth  paragraph  of  the  law  which  authorizes 
the  remission  of  a  portion  of  indebtedness  of  tax  delinquents  and  the 
acceptance  of  this  currency  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  remission. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  law  authorizes  an  increase  in  the  Penin- 
sula tariff  duties  on  foreign  sugars  in  the  interest  of  Antillean  importa- 
tion, and  to  celebrate  commercial  treaties  with  other  Governments,  in 
respect  to  the  trade  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  The  law  as  originally 
introduced  was  unlimited  in  its  application,  but  an  amendment  adopted 
by  the  Cortes  confined  the  complete  authorization  as  to  treaties  to 
the  West  Indian  provinces,  but  permits  the  ministry  to  negotiate  trea- 
ties affecting  the  Peninsula  on  condition  that  they  are  subject  to  the 
ratification  of  the  Cortes.  It  is  understood  that  this  law  confers  upon 
the  Executive  full  jiower  to  ratify  and  put  the  commercial  treaties  in 
operation  without  further  legislative  action.  In  the  discussion  in  the 
Cortes  the  relations  of  the  Antilles  with  the  United  States  were  fre- 
quently referred  to,  and  this  section  was  framed  mainly  with  a  view  to 
the  execution  of  a  treaty  with  our  Government,  although  a  slight 
reference  was  made  by  the  Minister  of  Ultramar  to  a  possible  treaty 
with  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  it  is  seriously 
contemplated  to  secure  a  commercial  arrangement  with  any  country 
other  than  the  United  States,  by  which  the  export  trade  of  Cuba  can 
be  improved. 

The  eighth  section  relates  to  the  trade  between  the  Peninsula  and  the 
Antilles,  by  which  it  is  contemplated  to  reduce  the  tariff  on  specified 
articles  and  to  hasten  the  establishment  of  coastwise  or  free  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  these  provinces;  and  the  ninth  has  ref- 
erence to  the  consumption  tax  on  liquors  in  Cuba. 

Up  to  this  point,  the  law,  as  passed,  is  a  substantial  adoption  of  the 
project  submitted  to  the  Cortes  by  the  ministry,  but  the  following  sec- 
tions were  added  in  the  Cortes. 

The  first  addition,  or  tenth  section,  confers  authority  to  promote  the 
free  immigration  of  laborers  to  the  Antilles.  The  disorganized  condition 
of  labor,  especially  in  Cuba,  growing  out  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves,  it  is  alleged,  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  present  depression 
of  the  industries  of  the  island,  and  it  was  urged  in  the  Cortes  that  the 
best  method  of  remedying  this  matter  was  the  introduction  of  free 
laborers  by  immigration. 

By  virtue  of  the  eleventh  section,  it  is  contemplated  to  substitute  the 
tobacco  of  Cuba  for  that  part  which  the  Government  has  heretofore  ob- 
tained from  foreign  countries  for  the  national  monopolies,  and  by  other 
means  to  encourage  the  production  and  sale  of  this  important  article 
of  Cuban  growth. 

The  twelfth  section  confers  upon  the  ministry  full  power  to  reorganize 
the  personnel  of  the  administration  of  the  colonies,  establishing  a  civil 
service  therefor,  and  making  other  changes  to  secure  its  greater  effi- 
ciency. Two  causes  of  complaint  on  this  subject  have  been  given  great 
prominence,  one  being  that  the  service  in  the  Antilles  has  been  reserved 
exclusively  for  families  of  the  home  Government,  and  the  natives  or 
residents  of  the  islands  almost  entirely  excluded ;  and  the  second,  that 
bad  administration  and  corruption  are  rather  the  rule  than  the  excep- 
tion. 

Another  great  need  of  the  islands  is  said  to  be  better  means  of  in- 
ternal communication.    To  improve  this  state  of  things  in  Cuba,  the 
Minister  of  Ultramar  is  authorized  to  modify  the  existing  conditions  for 
the  construction  of  the  Central  Railroad. 
32  FB 
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The  last  section  gives  the  Executive  power  to  so  amend  the  mortgage 
law  of  Cuba  as  to  give  greater  protection  to  loans  upon  estates,  and  to 
assimilate  that  law  to  the  existing  legislation  of  Spain. 

The  foregoing  review  will  show  that  almost  unlimited  power  is  con- 
ferred upon  the  Executive,  and  the  passage  of  the  law  is  a  striking 
proof  both  of  the  confidence  which  the  Cortes  repose  in  the  present 
ministry  and  of  the  conviction  that  the  condition  of  the  Antilles 
demands  important  reforms. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  361. 

Mr,  Foster  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen, 

No.  251.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  August  23,  1884.    (Received  September  6.) 

Sib  :  In  my  No.  249  of  this  date,  I  reported  one  of  the  measure 
adopted  to  relieve  the  depressed  condition  of  Ouba  in  the  remission  of 
50  per  cent,  of  clelinquent  taxes  estimated  to  exceed  $5,000,000,  and  the 
acceptance  in  payment  of  the  balance  in  the  depreciated  war  currency. 
The  criticisms  of  the  Madrid  press  on  that  measure  have  been  followed 
by  an  exposition  of  the  methods  observed  by  the  Spanish  Bank  of  Ha- 
vana in  the  management  of  this  issue  of  war  currency,  of  which  I  in- 
close a  copy  and  translation,  from  the  Imparcial  of  the  21st  instant. 

Prom  this  it  appears  that  owing,  to  the  good  credit  sustained  by  the 
Spanish  Bank  of  Havana,  it  was  intrusted  by  the  Government  with  the 
emission  and  redemption  of  the  large  issue  of  paper  currency  which  it 
became  necessary  to  make  to  aid  in  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  civil 
war.  But  the  bank  also  made  use  of  the  authority  it  possessed,  by  its 
charter  and  increased  the  issue  of  its  own  bills  to  the  extreme  limit  of 
its  legal  circulation,  exceeding  $20,000,000.  At  first  both  issues  wei« 
maintained  at  par  with  gold,  but  the  natural  result  of  excessive  issne 
followed.  The  bank  was  authorized  to  suspend  redemption,  and  both 
the  Government  and  bank  paper,  which  were  in  the  same  form  and  con- 
founded by  the  public,  the  one  with  the  other,  shared  the  same  fate  and 
depreciated  to  one-third  their  face  value  in  gold.  The  bank,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  heavy  discount,  bought  in  its  own  paper,  so  that  in  1881 
its  circulation  had  been  reduced  from  $20,198,060  to  $4,043,280,  realiz- 
ing, as  is  alleged,  a  profit  thereby  of  about  $10,000,000,  and  by  the  ofii- 
cial  statement  oublished  on  the  17th  instant  the  only  paper  currency  now 
out  is  that  of  the  national  treasury,  which  amounts  to  $41,427,474.75. 

It  is  further  alleged  that  the  bank  has  during  this  period  from  time 
to  time  taken  advantage  of  the  fluctuations  of  the  market  to  make  new 
issues  of  its  own  paper  in  favorable  seasons,  and  to  withdraw  the  same 
when  the  depreciation  was  the  greatest,  thus  making  a  considerable 
profit  out  of  the  transactions. 

The  inference  of  the  newspaper  is  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  "re- 
forms are  found  necessary  to  raise  the  island  of  Cuba  from  its  pros- 
tration.^ 

I  am,  &c., 

.      JOHN  W.  FOSTEE. 
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flndosare  in  No.  251.~Trftnslation.1 
[El  Imparcial,  2l8t  Angost,  1884.] 

THE  COLONIAL  REFORMS. 

The  reforms  established  up  to  the  present  time  in  compliance  with  the  authoriza- 
tioDs  disclose  a  tendency  worthy  of  applause — that  of  availing  of  every  possible  means 
of  taking  np  the  notes  which  the  Spanish  Bank  of  Havana  omitted  on  account  of  the 
Cuban  treasury. 

That  emission,  designed  to  meet  the  war  expenses  with  the  commendable  purpose 
that  it  should  be  carried  out  under  the  protection  of  the  respectable  credit  engaged 
by  the  Spanish  Bank,  had  such  good  results  at  tirst  that  the  notes  circulated  with- 
out nneasiness,  thanks  to  the  facility  of  their  exchange  at  the  counter  of  the  bank; 
but  afterwards,  this  becoming  diflScult,  disasters  arose  from  which  the  Antillian  treas- 
ury has  not  yet  been  able  to  free  itself. 

As  an  evil  which  now  has  no  other  remedy  than  that  of  diminishing  as  much  as 
possible  the  circulation,  we  ought  not,  as  it  would  seem,  to  give  our  attention  to  an 
examination  of  the  past,  but  lend  support  to  every  effort  tending  to  the  extinction  of 
the  debt  which  weighs  upon  the  island  of  Cuba. 

But  as  the  Government,  in  the  preamble  of  the  decree  on  the  condonation  of  debits, 
has  revealed  to  the  country  the  errors  of  the  ultramar  administration,  we  have  to 
add  to  the  abuses  pointed  out  by  the  ministry  of  ultramar  certain  acts  which,  with- 
out precisely  constituting  an  abuse,  have  contributed  to  complicate  the  economical 
situation  of  the  Great  Antilla,  showing  that  they  have  not  only  engendered  difficulties 
by  the  irregularity  of  administrative  proceedings,  but  also  by  the  toleration  which 
has  been  extended  to  extensive  stock-jobbing,  growing  out  of  the  nature  of  the 
operation. 

We  hope  that  what  we  have  to  say  about  this  mass  of  bank  notes^  which,  after 
having  so  greatly  disturbed  all  transactions,  must  now  be  taken  up  by  measures 
which  diminish  the  receipts  of  the  Cuban  budget,  will  serve  as  a  lesson  in  the  future. 

When  there  was  necessity  to  raise  means  to  meA  the  war  expenses,  the  Spanish 
Bank  of  Havana  was  authorized  to  increase  the  emission  of  notes  on  account  of  the 
Cnban  treasury,  and  those  notes  were  issnetl  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the 
bank,  hence  one  was  confounded  with  the  other  in  circulation,  both  participating  in 
the  same  vicissitudes. 

The  natural  consequences  of  a  superabundant  circulation  of  paper,  payable  on  pre- 
sentation, soon  arose.  The  moment  arrived  in  which  the  vaults  of  the  bank  could 
not  meet  the  demands,  and  it  was  relieved  from  the  obligation  of  paying  the  notes 
which'  were  presented  for  redemption. 

There  at  once  came  a  gradual  depreciation,  which  at  last  represented  a  loss  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  value  of  the  notes.  These  reached  a  discount  at  the  rate  of  ^290  in 
paper  for  $100  in  gold. 

Did  the  Spanish  Bank  of  Havana,  which  had,  according  to  its  own  legally  authorized 
emission,  nearly  attained  the  entire  amount  of  its  circulation,  amounting  in  1873  to 
$20,198,060,  avail  itself  of  the  gradual  depreciation  of  the  notes  to  witndraw  from 
circulation  those  emitted  on  account  of  the  Cuban  treasury?  Certainly  not,  but  its 
own  ;  hence  in  March,  ld81,  it  only  had  of  its  own  emission  $4,043,280  in  circulation, 
having  realized  a  profit  of  $9,755,605  in  gold,  as  is  shown  from  day  to  day  since  1868 
in  a  work  published  in  lb81. 

Since  then  the  bank  has  completed  its  work  in  such  a  way  that,  according  to  the 
last  balances  published  in  the  Oaoeia  de  Madrid  of  the  17th  instant,  there  were  no 
other  notes  in  circulation  than  those  for  which  the  Cuban  treasury  was  reponsible. 

That  circulation  amounti*  at  present  to  the  sum  of  $41,427,474.75,  and  some  years 
must  yet  pass  before  it  is  canceled,  while  the  bank  has  been  able  to  take  up  its  own 
authorized  circulation  without  other  difficulties  than  that  of  making  new  emissions 
of  its  notes  at  times  of  an  improved  rate  of  exchange,  in  order  to  take  up  a  larger 
sum  during  the  periods  of  depreciation. 

The  profit  obtained  by  this  operation  has  been  at  the  expense  of  public  prosperity, 
because  tbe  notes  of  the  bank  emission  being  taken  as  cash  the  public  has  lost  the 
whole  amount  of  the  discount  when  the  bank  withdrew  them. 

And  this  has  been  going  on  during  several  years,  without  the  Government  fixing 
its  attention  upon  it,  which  demonstrates  that  there  is  much  carelessness  in  Spanish 
administration. 

We  do  not  censure  the  bank,  other  than  that  having  coufttituted  itself  the  guardian 
of  the  war  emission  it  did  not  endeavor  to  save  more  than  its  own.  Like  good  .mer- 
chants, the  administrators  of  the  bank  utilized  the  circumstances  to  do  business  and 
to  secure  profits  to  its  shareholders. 

What  we  do  condemn  is  that  Governmental  apathy  which  allowed  the  events  to 
run  without  even  comprehending  what  was  occurring,  resulting  in  the  end  in  an  in- 
supportable charge  upon  the  Cuban  treasury  and  a  considerable  relief  for  the  bank. 

It  is  not  strange  therefore  that  reforms  have  become  necessary  to  raise  the  Island  of 
Caba  from  its  prostration. 
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Ko.  362. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  264.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  /September  16,  1884.     (Received  September  29.) 

Sib:  Referring  to  your  instructious  Nos.  184  and  220,  I  have  now  to 
inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  ray  note  of  the  llth 
iUvStant  to  the  minister  of  state,  renewing  the  request  for  the  retorn  of 
the  so  called  cattle  tax  collected  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHy  W.  POSTER. 


[Inclosore  in  Ko.  264.] 
Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Elduayen. 

Legatiox  of  thk  United  States, 

Madrid^  Sept4>mber  11,  lrt84. 

Excellency  :  By  reference  to  the  files  of  the  ministry  of  state  your  exceUency  will 
note  that  for  several  years  past  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ha»  been  earn- 
estly remonstrating  againsr  the  system  of  the  Spanish  Government  of  levying  and 
collect ing  in  the  ports  of  the  Unjj^cd  States  an  export  tax  or  duty,  styled  consular 
tonnage  dues,  and  which  has  heen  the  source  of  much  complaint  on  thepartof  Am<?r- 
ican  shippers.  One  form  of  that  tax  was  the  collection  of  40  cents  per  head  upon 
cattle  shipped  to  Cuba,  and  as  this  had  come  to  be  a  considerable  export  trade  from 
the  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the  tax  proved  onerous  and  led  to  vigorous  pro- 
tests. About  two  years  ago  these  protests  were  formulated  iu  a  note  of  this  legation, 
dated  September  26,  1882,  in  which  the  claim  of  Mr.  D.  James  McKay  was  presented 
to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Government  for  the  return  of  several  thousand  dollars  of 
theee  unwarranted  taxes.  The  reply  of  your  excellency's  Government  was  that  uo 
law  or  regulation  had  existed  since  lt-76  which  authorized  Spanish  consuls  to  collect 
the  particular  tax  complained  of,  and  that  instructions  would  be  sent  to  those  offi- 
cials to  desist  from  its  collection  in  future ;  but  uo  answer  was  made  to  the  demaLd 
for  the  return  of  the  taxes  acknowledged  to  have  been  illegally  exacted. 

It  therefore  became  my  duty  on  the  16th  of  July,  1883,  under  specific  instrtiction» 
of  my  Government,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  then  minister  of  state  to  this  omis- 
sion, and  to  repeat  the  request  for  the  return  of  the  confessedly  illegal  taxes  exacted 
by  the  Spanish  consuls.  As  three  months  passed  by  without  any  reference  to  my 
not-e,  I  was  instructed  to  again  repeat  the  demand  for  payment,  and  to  urge  a  prompt 
return  of  the  money.  This  last  note  was  followed  up  by  personal  reference  to  the 
subject  on  my  part  to  your  excellency's  predecessor,  and  finally,  under  date  of  January 
12  last,  a  note  was  received  from  him,  in  which  I  was  informed  that  instmctions 
would  he  sent  to  the  consul  at  Key  West  (where  the  greater  amount  of  the  taxes 
had  been  collected)  to  make  a  liquidation  of  the  sums  which  had  been  wrongfully 
received  in  order  to  return  the  same  to  the  interested  parties. 

This  tardy  but  gratifying  resolution  was  communicated,  through  the  Department 
of  State  at,  Washington  to  the  claimant-s,  who  songht  for  the  repayment  of  their  money 
from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West ;  but  that  official  persists  in  disobeying  the 
orders  of  the  Government  at  Makdrid,  if  they  have  been  sent  to  him,  as  he  neglects  to 
make  the  promised  repayment.  Despairing  of  a  settlement  through  the  consulate 
where  the  wrongful  and  illegal  taxes  were  exacted,  the  claimants  have  presented 
their  itemized  accounts  in  due  form  to  the  Department  of  State  «t  Washington,  and 
these  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  my  Government.  And,  in  obedience  to  its  instruc- 
tions, I  have  to  again  present  a  demand  for  the  return  of  the  taxes  which  the  Spanish 
Grovemment  has  acknowledged  to  have  been  collected  without  warrant  of  law  or  reg- 
ulation, to  ask  that  the  payment  bo  made  to  this  legation,  and  to  express  the  hope 
cherished  by  my  Government  that  no  further  delay  will  occur  in  repairing  the  wrong 
inflicted  on  American  shippers.  Your  excellency  will,  I  am  sure,  recognize  that  my 
Government  has  just  cause  of  complaint  at  the  past  delays,  when  you  remember  how 
vigorously  it  has  resisted  the  pretensions  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  collect  an 
export  duty  in  American  ports,  and  when  this  portion  of  the  duty  at  least  has  been 
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acknowledged  by  the  latter  to  be  unwarrauted  and  illegal,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
you  will  allow  no  further  impediments  to  be  interposed  to  its  prompt  return. 

I  beg  to  add  that  I  will  cheerfully  hold  myself  ready  to  meet  any  official  your  ex- 
cellency may  see  proper  to  designate  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  several  claimaots; 
or,  should  it  be  preferred  to  send  me  a  copy  of  any  liquidation  made  by  the  consul  at 
Key  West,  I  will  promptly  compare  it  with  the  accounts  on  file  in  the  legation,  and 
advise  your  excellency  oi  the  result  without  delay. 
I  am,  <&c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


No.  363. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen, 

No.  273.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  October  8,  1884.    (Received  October  23.) 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  264,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  now 
to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  further  information,  a  copy  and  translation 
of  a  note  from  the  minister  of  state,  dated  the  2d  instant,  in  reply  to 
mine  of  the  11th  ultimo  renewing  the  request  for  the  return  of  the  so- 
called  cattle  tax  collected  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West. 

As  will  be  perceived,  the  minister  states  that  new  and  urgent  instruc- 
tions will  be  sent  to  the  consul  to  remit  without  delay  the  necessary 
information  heretofore  asked  of  him  upon  the  subject  with  a  view  to 
returning  the  tax  in  question  to  the  interested  parties. 

I  shall  continue  to  give  the  subject  my  attention. 
I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER. 


[IncloBure  in  No.  273.    Translation.] 
Mr.  Elduayen  to  Mr,  Fo8tei\ 

Ministry  of  State, 
Madridj  OoUher  2,  1884. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  the  uote  which  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  ad- 
dross  to  me  on  the  11th  nltimo  relative  to  the  representations  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  against  the  system  of  the  Spanish  Government  of  exacting 
and  collectine  in  the  port«  of  that  country  an  export  tax,  or  duty,  called  consular  ton- 
nage lees.  I  liad  the  honor  to  iuform  vour  excellency  in  regard  to  this  matter  on  the 
12th  January  last  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West, 
at  which  port  the  greater  part  of  the  said  tax  had  been  collected,  to  make  a  liquida- 
tion of  the  sums  which  might  result  as  having  been  unjustly  received  in  order  to  re- 
turn the  same  to  the  int^jrested  parties.  As  up  to  date  the  reply  of  the  said  consul 
has  not  been  received  in  this  ministry,  and  without  the  data  which  the  same  will  sup- 
ply it  is  not  possible  to  adopt  any  resolution.  Urgent  new  orders  will  be  communicated 
to  said  agent  to  remit  without  delay  the  necessary  information  to  the  eflfect  indicated, 
and  so  soon  as  it  is  received  I  will  make  known  to  your  excellency  the  result  of  the 
same  and  the  corresponding  disposition. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  ELDUAYEN. 
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CORRESPONDENCE    WITH  THE   LEGATION   OF   SPAIN  AT 

WASHINGTON. 

No.  364. 

"Mr.  Valera  to  Mr,  Frelmghuysen. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  March  17,  1884.     (Received  March  17.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  Kin^  of  Spain,  ha«  the  honor  to  address  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
some  matters  to  his  notice  for  which  this  Government  is  doubtless  not 
responsible,  and  which  it  is,  perhaps,  disposed  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  in  order  to  show  that  it  fully  reciprocates  the  sincere  friend- 
ship which  is  entertained  for  it  by  both  my  Government  and  my  nation. 

Owing  to  the  noble  hospitality  which  is  oflfered  to  all  men  by  this 
great  Republic,  and  to  the  great  degree  of  freedom  that  is  here  enjoyed, 
a  certain  turbulent  minority  of  Spaniards,  born  in  Cuba,  take  refuge  in 
this  country  for  the  purpose  of  conspiring,  without  molestation ;  they 
insult  their  mother  country  and  its  most  venerable  institutions,  and 
they  proclaim  war  to  the  knife  against  Spain  in  public  meetings  and 
printed  papers  of  all  kinds. 

They  now  call  the  war  which  they  propose  to  wage  a  scientific  war, 
that  is,  a  war  in  which  dynamite  is  to  be  used,  together  with  other  in- 
ventions for  blowing  up  barracks,  destroying  vessels,  and  demolishing 
whole  cities  with  their  inhabitants.  Any  one  taking  a  charitable  view  of 
these  projects  would  be  inclined  to  regard  such  talk  and  such  threats 
as  ridiculous  bluster ;  yet  the  encomiums  passed  on  wholesale  murder, 
accomplished  through  treachery,  and  the  open  incitements  thereto 
which  are  uttered  so  freely,  are  repugnant  to  the  moral  sense  of  all 
right-minded  persons. 

The  Cuban  revolutionists  assert,  in  their  newspapers,  that  they 
already  have  in  their  possession  all  the  means  that  they  require  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  scientific  war,  and  that  they  are  preparing  to  use 
them ;  they  have  a  Russian  professor  of  that  science,  who  is  known  as 

Dr. ,  and  who,  it  appear^,  gives  them  public  instructions;  they,  in 

their  turn,  feeling  grateful  for  his  services,  regard  him  as  a  public  ben- 
efactor, and  place  him  in  the  same  category  with  Gutenberg  and  Wash- 
ington. 

They  say  that  a  single  Cuban  revolutionist,  having  been  pro[>erly  in- 
structed by  the  learned  Russian,  can  blow  up  one  or  two  thousand 
Spanish  soldiers  quite  conveniently  and  cheaply,  and  almost  without 
danger. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  send  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  two  newspapers,  published  at  Key  West,  in  which  he  will  find 
stated  at  length  what  is  here  summarized. 

This  conduct  of  the  Cuban  refugees  would  be  the  more  odious  (if  it 
were  not  so  grotesque)  inasmuch  as  recently,  on  the  occasion  of  Agti- 
ero's  discharge  from  custody,  the  mayor,  the  lieutenant-governor  of  5ie 
state,  and  the  collector  of  customs  took  part  in  the  triumph,  during 
which  the  grossest  insults  and  the  most  savage  threats  were  uttered, 
both  in  speeches  and  in  yells,  against  my  country  and  my  Grovemmeut. 


Digitized  by  LjO.OQ  IC 


SPAIN.  503 

The  nndersigned,  who  has  come  to  this  glorious  and  floarishing  con- 
federation full  of  sympathy  with  the  well-concerted  organism  that  con- 
stitutes its  greatness,  and  of  admiration  for  its  growing  and  extraor- 
dinary prosperity,  is  ashamed  of  his  degenerate  countrymen  who  find 
refuge  here,  perhaps  doing  us  some  material  injury,  but  abusing  the 
freedom  which  they  meet  with  among  a  noble  people,  and  showing  them- 
selves to  be  unworthj^  of  that  freedom  upon  which  they  are  trying  to 
cast  a  dark  blot;  to  which  condition  of  things  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
lionorable  Secretary-  of  State,  with  the  means  which  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Attorney -General,  will  apply  a  remedy. 
The  undersigned  avails,  &c., 

JVAN  VALEBA. 


No.  365. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  21, 1884. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  for  your  information, 
copies  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
my  reply*  thereto,  touching  a  request  made  by  the  Spanish  consul  at 
Baltimore  to  be  furnished  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  that  port  with 
periodical  certificates  of  the  cargoes  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  tobacco  im- 
ported from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  giving  the  name  and  flag  of  the  ves- 
sel, date  of  entry,  port  of  clearance,  number  and  description  of  pack- 
ages, and  weight  in  American  pounds,  &c.  This  request  of  Mr.  Navarro, 
the  consul,  would  appear  to  have  been  made  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  purport  and  scope  of  the  third  article  of  the  agreement  signed  at 
Madrid,  February  13,  1884.  Such  a  request  has  not  been  made,  so  far 
as  known,  by  any  other  consular  oflQcer  of  Spain  in  the  United  States. 

From  the  reply  made  to  Mr.  Folger's  inquiry  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
Government  construes  the  engagement  in  accordance  with  its  evident 
intent,  and  will  require  its  customs  officers  to  give  to  any  Spanish  con- 
sul, whenever  he  may  request  it,  a  certificate  in  respect  to  the  cargo  of 
sugar  or  tobacco  brought  by  any  designated  vessel  to  our  ports.  Al- 
though molasses  is  not  mentioned  in  the  agreement,  it  may  be  deemed 
comprised  under  the  general  phrase  "  sugar." 

It  is,  of  course,  evident  that  the  agreement  could  not  have  contem- 
plated requiring  our  customs  administration  to  prepare,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Spanish  consuls  detailed  periodical  statements  of  every 
package  of  the  articles  in  question  brought  to  the  United  States  from 
the  Antilles.  Besides  entailing  an  amount  of  labor  not  necessary  to 
compliance  with  the  agreement  and  which  this  Government,  even  in  the 
interest  of  its  own  revenues,  could  not  well  ask  of  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment under  like  circumstances,  there  is  involved  a  question  of  respon- 
sibility which  appears  to  be  decisive.  There  is  the  distinction  between 
courteously  furnishing  specific  information  where  it  may  be  needed  and 
requested  and  an  obligation  to  make  a  comprehensive  and  exact  return, 
omitting  not  even  isolated  packages  found  in  a  general  cargo,  or  entered 
by  passengers  as  personal  effects. 

Accept,  &c.,  ' 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 

*For  inolosures  see  inoloenrea  to  dooument  numbered  :{51,  page  4n^, 
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No.  366. 
Mr.  Valera  to  ^fr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Tranalation.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington,  March  25,  1884.    (Received  March  26.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  he  has  received  his 
note  of  the  21st  instant,  relative  to  the  interpretation  by  the  consul  of 
Spain  at  Baltimore,  of  Article  III  of  the  convention  signed  at  Madrid 
on  the  13th  of  February  last,  and  that  he  has  transmitted  said  note  to 
the  minister  of  state  of  the  King,  his  august  sovereign,  who  will  un- 
doubtedly furnish  such  explanations  as  will  obviate  in  future  any  dif- 
ficulties that  might  otherwise  arise  from  excessive  zeal  on  the  part  of 
consuls  of  Spain  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasioq  to  thank  the  Hon. 
Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen  for  having  instructed  collectors  of  customs 
to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Article  HI,  and  to  reiter- 
ate, &c. 

JUAN  VALERA. 


No.  367. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  March  26,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  17th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  designs  of  persons  resident  in 
the  United  States  at  the  present  time,  against  the  Government  of  Spain, 
and  alluding  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Key  West,  as  joining  in 
a  demonstration  reflecting  on  your  Government,  on  the  occasion  of 
Agiiero's  discharge.  Observing  that  I  have  communicated  with  the 
proper  departments  on  the  subjects  of  your  note,  I  improve  the  occa- 
casion,  &c. 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  368. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TrauRlatlon.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington,  March  27,  1884.  (Received  March  28.) 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenii>otentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  would  not  again  trouble  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  State  about  the  threats  of  sending  armed  expeditions 
to  Cuba,  which  are  constantly  made  by  Spanish  newspapers  published 
in  this  Republic,  especially  in  New  York  and  Key  West,  if  these  threats 
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were  not  made  simaltaneonsly  with  advices  received  by  him  to  the 
effect  that  Carlos  Agiiero  is  organizing  an  expedition  at  Key  West;  he 
has  a  force  of  one  hundred  armed  men,  together  with  bomb-shells  and 
other  destrnctijFe  materials,  which  are  to  be  used  against  us. 

Although  public  feeling  in  the  it^land  of  Cuba  is  not  now  favorable 
to  another  civil  war,  yet,  if  Aguero  were  to  land  in  Cuba,  he  might 
plunder  and  rob  as  he  has  done  before;  and,  if  he  should  sail  from  a 
pK)rt  of  this  country,  and  be  captured  before  he  effected  a  landing,  the 
Cuban  authorities  would  be  obliged  to  inflict  a  very  severe  punishment 
upon  him  and  his  companions. 

At  all  events,  Agiiero's  expedition,  just  like  any  other  organized  by 
Cuban  refugees,  might,  if  it  should  sail  from  an  American  port,  give 
rise  to  much  unpleasantness.  The  undersigned  therefore  thinks  that 
he  is  performing  an  imperative  duty  in  advising  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  of 
the  design  which  it  is  apparently  sought  to  accomplish,  in  order  that, 
so  far  as  this  may  be  allowed  by  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, the  evil  may  be  prevented,  and  that  no  conspiracy  and  the 
accomplishment  of  no  plan  may  be  permitted  in  this  country  for  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace  within  the  territory  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion. 

The  undersigned  avails,  &c., 

JUAN  VALERA, 


No.  369. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Bepabtment  of  State, 
Washington^  March  29, 1884. 
Sib  :  In  response  to  your  note  of  the  27th  instant,  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  yesterday,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  have  requested 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General  to  cause  in- 
vestigation to  be  made  as  to  the  alleged  hostile  expedition  against  Cuba^ 
said  to  be  fitting  out  at  Key  West  under  the  leadership  of  Carlos 
Agiiero :  and,  if  the  rumor  should  be  verified,  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  suffice  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United  States  applicable  to  the 
case,  and  secure  the  punishment  of  those  who  may  be  found  to  have 
violated  those  laws. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  370. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

(TnmslaiioD.I 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  April  10, 1884.  (Eeceived  April  11.) 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that,  according  to  tele- 
graphic dispatches  which  he  has  just  received  from  the  Spanish  consul 
at  Key  West,  the  irritation  and  excitement  at  present  existing  there 
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among  the  Oaban  refagees  and  their  sympathizers  is  so  great  that  it 
appears  that  an  attempt  against  the  life  of  that  consular  representative 
is  imminent. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  grave 
situation  in  which  such  an  occurrence  would  place  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  name  of  international  law,  and  of  the  good  friendship  which 
exists  betweeathe  Government  of  the  Union  and  that  of  His  Majesty 
the  King,  he  begs  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  cause  such  measures  as 
may  be  within  reach  to  be  immediately  taken  to  insure  the  personal 
safety  of  the  Spanish  agent  at  Key  West,  and  to  ward  off  any  criminal 
attempt  directed  against  that  officer. 

The  undersigned  trusts  to  the  efficacious  and  energetic  attitude  which 
the  United  States  will  doubtless  adopt  in  the  present  circumstances, 
and  improves  the  opportunity,  &c. 

JUAN  VALEEA. 


No.  371. 

Mr.  Frelingliuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 
Washifigtonj  April  11,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday's  date,  wherein  you  inform  me  of  the  telegraphic  advices  you 
receive  from  the  consul  of  Spain  at  Key  West,  to  the  effect  that  great 
irritation  and  excitement  exist  there  among  the  Cuban  refugees  and 
sympathizers,  and  that  rumors  are  abroad  of  intended  violence  to  the 
consul.  In  view  of  this,  you  ask  that  measures  be  forthwith  taken,  if 
possible,  for  the  protection  of  that  officer. 

In  reply  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time 
in  arranging  so  that  the  special  agent  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
who  has  just  been  sent  to  Key  West  to  investigate  the  condition  of 
affairs  there,  may,  in  case  of  need,  command  the  aid  of  any  Federal  force 
which  may  be  at  that  place,  both  in  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  in  pro- 
tecting the  Spanish  consulate. 

I  trust,  however,  that  the  alarming  reports  which  have  reached  you 
will  prove  groundless. 
Accept,  &c., 

FKED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  372. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 

Washington^  April  12, 1884. 
Highly  esteemed  Sib  and  Dear  Friend:  I  tender  to  you  my  sin- 
cerest  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  effective  orders  you  gave  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West,  and  also  for  the  reassuring 
news  you  sent  me  in  your  letter  of  yesterday. 
Believe  me,  &c., 

JUAN  VALEEA. 
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No.  373. 
Mr.  Val^ra  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TrauslatiuD.] 

Lbgation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  April  14,  1884.     (Received  April  14.) 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  received  the  note  of  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  the  11th  instant,  and 
takes  pleasure  in  thanking  him  for  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  any  attempt  against 
the  consul  of  Spain  at  Key  West. 
Improving,  &c., 

JUAN  VALBRA. 


No.  374. 


Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TranaUtioD.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  April  14, 1884.  (Received  April  15.) 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that,  according  to  a  com- 
munication which  he  has  just  received  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  New 
Orleans,  a  new  expedition  is  being  prepared  there  which  will  set  out 
from  the  Gulf  in  the  course  of  a  week,  or  sooner,  with  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  landing  in  Cuba. 

The  undersigned  begs  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen, to  be  pleased  to  cause  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
such  an  expedition  from  being  effected,  and  improves,  &c. 

JUAN  VALBRA. 


No.  375. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  April  16,  1884. 
Sir  :  Ivcferring  to  your  note  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
say  that  according  to  a  telegram  of  the  same  date,  from  G.  B.  Patter- 
son, United  States  attorney  at  Key  West,  to  the  Attorney-General,  the 
Spanish  consul  received,  on  the  9th  instant,  the  following  telegram  from 
the  captain-general  of  Cuba :  "  Left  to-night  on  steamer  Hutchinson, 
Aurelio  Mayol,  who  said  he  goes  to  kill  the  Spanish  consul.''    The  dis- 
patch of  Mr.  Patterson  also  states  that  he  procured  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  Mayol,  and  that  the  arrest  was  effected  on  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer.    The  United  States  attorney  appeared  before  the  justice  for 
the  consul,  and  Mayol  was  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  for  one  month 
to  await  further  evidence. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  376. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysm  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  April  16,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  14th  instant,  relative  to  a  projected  expedition  against  the  Island  of 
Cuba  said  to  be  fitting  out  at  New  Orleans.    Your  note  was  not  deliv- 
ered at  this  Department  until  half  past  3  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon. 
I  have  hastened  to  communicate  its  contents  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General,  to  the  end  that  all  measures  within 
rea«h  of  their  respective  Departments  may  be  promptly  taken  to  in- 
vestigate the  truth  of  the  report  which  reaches  you,  and,  if  it  should 
be  verified,  to  prevent  the  expedition. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSEN. 


No.  377. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

I  Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  April  18, 1884.    (Received  April  18.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  he  learns  from  dispatches 
which  he  has  received  from  the  consuls  of  his  nation  at  New  Orleans 
and  Mobile  that  the  steamer  Crawford  has  been  sold  to  a  merchant  of 
the  latter  city  for  the  sum  of  $2,750,  and  that  the  said  steamer  is,  to 
all  appearances,  intended  to  convey  another  expedition  to  the  island 
of  Cuba. 

This  steamer  will  not  be  delivered  without  the  authorization  of  the 
Government  at  Washington,  and  the  undersigned  hastens  to  write  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  the  end  that  his  Government  may 
refuse  to  grant  such  authorization  unless  a  satisfactory  guarantee  is 
previously  furnished  that  the  vessel  in  question  shall  not  t)e  used  for 
carrying  filibusters  and  outlaws  from  these  coasts  to  make  war  upon  a 
friendly  nation. 

The  undersigned  has  also  been  informed  by  the  consular  officers  of 
Spain  that  arms  are  being  sold,  and  that  shells  and  other  explosive  ma- 
terials are  being  manufactured  at  New  York,  Key  West,  and  other 
places  in  order  that  they  may  be  used  for  fresh  expeditions  against  Cuba, 
He  thinks  it  proper  to  communicate  this  information  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  and  he  hopes  that  the  shipment  of  these  articles, 
which  are  contraband  of  war,  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  will  be  pre- 
vented by  all  the  means  at  the  disiwsal  of  this  Government,  and  that 
those  who  are  guilty  of  thus  violating  the  laws  of  this  country  will  be 
punished  as  they  deserve. 

The  undersigned  avails,  &c., 

JUAN  VALERA. 
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i^o*  378. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  April  18,  1884. 

SlB-:  deferring  to  the  note  you  were  pleased  to  address  on  the  17th 
altimo,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  designs  of  persons  in  the  United 
States  against  life  and  property  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  to  my  ac- 
knowledgment thereof,  under  date  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  inform  you  of  the  purport  of  the  reply  I  have  received  from 
the  Attorney- General,  to  whom  your  note  was  referred  for  the  expres- 
sion of  his  views. 

Mr.  Brewster  adverts  to  your  remark  that  *'it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  means  which  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Attorney-General,  will  apply  a  remedy";  and  observes  that  he 
does  not  see  what  remedy  the  statutes  of  this  country  afford  for  check- 
ing violations  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  character  alluded  to  in 
your  note,  beyond  those  to  which  the  Department  of  Justice  had 
already  called  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  that  Department,  in  the 
general  circular  of  March  12  ultimo.  Inasmuch  as  that  notice  regard- 
ing the  shipment  of  dangerous  explosives  is  not  confined  to  any  one 
particular  nation,  or  to  any  one  particular  foreign  port,  and  is  wholly 
general  in  its  character,  it  is  thought  that  any  specific  acts  of  an  overt 
nature,  of  which  the  Spanish  Government  could  have  just  cause  to 
complain,  may,  in  virtue  of  that  circular,  be  brought  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  officers  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Attorney-General  Brewster's 
circular  for  your  information. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  I  shall  much  regret  if  our  existing  laws  are 
found  not  to  furnish  the  adequate  means  of  preventing  evil-disposed 
persons  from  committing,  within  our  territory,  acts  repugnant  to  the 
sense  of  right  and  justice  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
on  no  occasion  omitted  to  testify  their  abhorrence  of  such  criminal 
designs. 

Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


flDcloAure.] 

Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  March  12,  1884. 
To  the  Diuirict  Attorneys  and  Marshals  of  the  United  States : 

By  direction  of  the  President  I  have  to  inform  you  it  is  reported  that  certain  per- 
sons are  aiding  in  the  prosecution  of  heinous  crimes  by  shipping  to  foreign  ports  ex- 
plosives dangerous  in  the  highest  degree  to  life  and  property.  No  proof  nas  been 
adduced  that  this  rumor  is  founded  upon  fact,  and  the  President  cannot  believe  its 
truth.  The  honor  of  this  nation,  however,  requires  that  it  should  not  be  open  to  the 
imputation,  unfounded  though  it  be,  of  the  slightest  appearance  of  tolerating  such 
crimes,  whether  to  be  committed  against  our  people  or  those  of  other  countries. 

Your  attention  is  therefore  callea  to  sections  5353,  5354,  5355,  4278,  and  4279  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  which  regulate  the  shipment  of  explosives, 
and  the  punishment  of  those  who  infringe  their  provisions,  and  you  are  instructed  to 
be  diligent  in  your  efforts  to  prevent  the  offenses  described,  and  to  detect  and  prose- 
cute those  who  have  committsd  them  or  who  may  commit  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS  BREWSTER, 

Attorney-Gentral, 
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No.  379. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  April  19,  1884. 
Sir  :  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th  instant, 
touching  the  presumed  purchase  of  a  vessel  called  the  Crawford,  for 
use  against  the  peace  of  Spain,  and  also  with  relation  to  the  shipment 
of  explosives  to  Cuba,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  have  addressed 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General  in  the  premises. 
Accept,  &c., 

FKED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  380. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washingtouy  April  22,  1884. 
Sir:  Eeferring  to  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
say  that  the  Attorney-General  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  21st 
instant  from  Mr.  Root,  United  States  attorney,  intimating,  in  view  of 
your  above  communication,  that  very  probably  you  were  in  possession 
of  some  specific  information  as  to  the  place  where  and  the  persons  by 
whom  such  manufacture  of  explosives  as  your  note  contemplates  is  con- 
ducted.   The  attorney  observes  that  when  he  receives  any  such  in- 
formation he  shall  employ  all  means  in  his  control  to  prevent  or  sup- 
press it.    Doubting  not  that  any  information  in  this  direction  which 
may  reach  you  will  be  communicated  to  me  for  the  end  proposed, 
I  improve,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  381. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  April  24,  1884. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  recent  note  concerning  the  shipment  of  ex- 
plosives for  use  in  Cuba,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  Attorney 
General,  on  receipt  of  the  information  communicated  in  your  note,  at 
once  telegraphed  to  the  United  States  district  attorneys  at  New  York, 
Mobile,  and  Key  West,  to  the  United  States  marshal  at  New  Orleans, 
and  to  Mr.  Blair,  the  assistant  attorney  of  his  Department,  now  at  Key 
West,  instructing  them  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  check  any  operations 
such  as  you  rall^  attention  to. 

As  to  the  reported  sale  of  the  Crawford,  it  seems  by  a  letter  of  the 
22d  instant  from  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  revenue  steamer 
Crawford  was  recently  offered  at  public  sale  at  Mobile,  but  as  the  sum 
bid  was  regarded  too  low,  and  to  avoid  any  possible  question  as  to  her 
intended  use,  the  sale  was  set  aside. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSBN. 
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No.  382. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Tranalation.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington^  April  30, 1884.     (Received  April  30.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  consuls  of  Spain  at  New  Or- 
leans, Savannah,  and  Baltimore  report  to  him  that  the  enemies  of  the 
public  peace  in  Ouba  are  preparing,  or  give  out  that  they  are  preparing, 
expeditions  against  that  Spanish  province. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  his  duty  to  communicate  these  reports 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  the  confi- 
dence that  he  will  cause  the  truth  thereof  to  be  investigated,  and, 
whether  warfare  against  a  friendly  nation  be  contemplated,  or  the 
purpose  be  to  create  alarm  to  the  prejudice  of  the  commerce  of  both 
countries,  or  to  collect  money  from  dupes,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  order  the  Federal  authorities  to  exact  from  the  in- 
surgents the  strictest  compliance  with  the  laws,  thereby  affording  an 
additional  proof  of  the  good  relations  which  happily  join  the  United 
States  and  Spain. 

The  undersigned  improves,  &c., 

JUAN  VALERA. 


No.  383. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  Apnl  30,  1884. 
Sib  :  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th  instant,  in 
which  you  communicate  reports  of  the  Spanish  consuls  at  Savannah, 
New  Orleans,  and  Baltimore,  with  reference  to  alleged  plots  against 
the  peace  of  Cuba,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  contents  thereof 
have  been  made  known  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  At- 
torney General. 

Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  384. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  VaJera. 

-  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtouj  May  2, 1884.    , 

Sib  :  Referring  to  former  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  reported 

plots  in  this  country  against  the  peace  of  Ouba,  I  have  the  honor  to 

say  that  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Attorney  General  of  late  date 
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which  makes  it  apparent  that  his  Department  encounters  peculiar  diffi- 
culties in  the  investigations  it  is  pursuing  into  the  particulars  of  the 
enterprises  which  are  alleged  to  be  on  foot  harboring  enmity  to  the 
peace  of  Cuba,  from  the  circumstance  that  the  statements  of  the  Span- 
ish consuls  transmitted  hither  fail  to  specify  any  tangible  facts.  The 
consul  at  Key  West,  for  example,  furnishes  our  officers  with  the  simple 
fact  that  Cubans  hail  been  seen  hauling  barrels  and  boxes  eastward, 
but  will  not  state  confidentially  "the  house  from  which  this  hauling 
was  observed/  the  road,  nor  distance  from  the  wharf";  nor  will  he  place 
his  detectives  in  communication  with  those  of  the  United  States. 
Eegretting  these  embarrassments,  I  beg,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  385. 

Afr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera, 

Department  of  State, 

WojthingUmj  May  2,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that,  as  appears  by  letters  from  the 
Departments  of  Justice  and  the  Treasury,  the  schooner  Winfield,  re- 
ported stolen,  has  been  found  adrift  near  Green  Key.  The  vessel  broke 
from  her  anchor  and  was  blown  to  sea  with  no  one  on  board. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  apprised  me  that  telegraphic  in- 
structions have  been  sent  to  the  collectors  of  customs  at  New  Orleans^ 
Baltimore,  and  Savannah  to  prevent  the  threatened  violation  of  the 
neutrality  laws,  of  which  you  received  information  from  Spanish  con- 
suls at  those  ports. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  38(;. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Dkpartment  op  State, 

Washington^  May  10,  1884. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  the  minister  of 
Spain,  and  communicates  hereby  the  substance  of  a  telegram  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  Special  Agent  E.  Hubbs,  now 
in  Florida,  viz,  to  the  effect  that  Castro  left  for  a  neighboring  key  on 
May  8,  after  sunset,  with  a  few  men  in  a  small  boat,  and  that  he  fthe 
agent)  had  sent  the  Dix,  by  anticipation,  at  midday  to  intercept  nim 
and  to  watch  suspected  points,  aud  that  a  naval  detachment  followed 
at  11  o'clock  ;  also,  that,  according  to  the  Spanish  consul,  who  desired 
this  information  to  be  sent  to  His  Majesty's  legation  here,  still  another 
^pedition  is  nearly  ready  to  start. 
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No.  387. 

Mr.  Frtlinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  op  State, 
Washingtonj  May  16, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inforni  you  that  a  telegram  was  this  mora- 
iDg  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  special  agent  at 
Key  West  reporting  that  the  Gabans  at  that  place  publicly  threaten 
the  Spanish  cousnl  with  mob  violence,  and  that  the  consul  had  accord- 
ingly been  tendered  protection  in  the  custom  house  building,  which 
he  had  declined. 

In  view  of  this  information  I  hastened  to  cause  orders  to  be  sent  by 
telegraph  by  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  to  employ 
whatever  means  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  consul. 

It  is  trusted  that  the  prompt  adoption  of  preventive  measures  may 
avert  the  occurrence  of  any  Ruch  attempt  as  appears  to  be  apprehended. 
Accept,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  388. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington^  May  17,  1884. 

Sib  :  Referring  to  my  note  to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  concerning  the 
reports  of  intended  mob-violence  against  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key 
West  on  the  part  of  Cubans  resident  there,  I  have  now  the  hooor  to 
inform  you  that  careful  investigation. b^'  the  naval  and  civil  authorities 
there  affords  the  gratifying  assurance  that  the  report  is  exaggerated. 
The  rumor  would  appear  to  have  originated  in  a  threat,  uttered  in  a 
grogshop  on  Thursday  night,  to  tar  and  feather  the  consul,  but  this  idle 
and  probably  drunken  menace  appears  t^  have  passed  without  any  re- 
sult whatever. 

Nevertheless,  the  commander  of  the  Galena  at  Key  West  has  renewed 
to  the  Spanish  consul  the  offer  made  to  him  last  week  to  place  a  guard 
of  marines  to  guard  the  consulate,  residence,  and  person  of  the  consul. 
The  consul,  however,  declines  a  guard,  but  expresses  fear  of  assassina- 
tion. Arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  he  can  summon  assist- 
ance from  the  naval  vessels  by  signal  at  any  hour. 

The  most  adequate  precaution  against  the  personal  attempts  which 
the  consul  would  seem  to  apprehend  appears  to  lie  in  the  protective 
guard  which  he  has  declined.  This  Government  cannot,  of  course,  un- 
dertake to  place  a  foreign  officer  under  military  surveillance  of  any  kind 
without  his  consent  or  the  consent  of  his  Government,  and  I  have  ac- 
eordingly  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  advise  me  whether  it  is 
your  wish  that  the  consul  should  be  personally  guarded.  If  this  be 
desired  this  Government  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 
Accept,  &c., 

FEED^K  T.  FEELINGHDISEN. 

33  P  B 
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No.  380. 

Mr.  Frelinffkuf9en  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  17, 18S4« 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acqaaiht  you  with  a  saggeBtion  made  to  me 
by  the  Attorney  Oeneral  in  view  of  the  investigation  now  in  progicsB 
at  New  York  touching  the  alleged  fabrication  of  dynamite  th^  in  aid 
of  revolntionary  enterprises  directed  against  Cuba.  The  United  States 
attorney  at  New  York,  Mr.  Elihn  Root,  intimates  that  his  investigation 
might  be  mach  facilitated  were  he  authorized  to  communicate  direotiy 
wiUi  the  consul-general  of  Spain  in  that  city,  informing  him  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  instructions  under  which  he  is  acting  and  receiving  from  the 
consul-general  the  specific  information  which  the  consul  may  posa^asor 
be  able  to  obtain  as  to  the  alleged  preparations. 

I  have  requested  Mr.  Brewster  to  so  instruct  Mr.  Boot,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  this  action,  to  the  end  that  yoa  may,  if  nec- 
essary, authorize  and  direct  the  consul  general  at  New  York  to  frankly 
communicate  to  the  United  States  attorney  whatever  information  he 
may  possess  tending  to  subserve  the  ends  of  justice  in  this  matter. 
Accept,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FBELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  390. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TraiulAtioD.] 

Legation  of  Spain, 
Washington,  May  19, 1884.    (Beceived  May  2U.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoteotiMy 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  state  to  the  h<MkOT- 
able  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  he  has  received  his 
note  of  the  17th  instant,  informing  him  that  the  rumor  which  had  tieen 
spread  that  a  mob  was  about  to  arise  and  was  on  the  point  of  committing 
violent  acts  against  the  consul  of  Spain  at  Key  West,  had  been  exag- 
gerated. 

The  undersigned  has  received  this  information  with  satisfaction,  and 
is  thankful  for  the  offer  which,  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  made  to  him  by  the  Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frding- 
huysen,  to  protect  the  security  of  the  consul  with  a  military  guard,  bat, 
it  not  being  possible  for  him  to  know  the  situation  in  Key  West,  he 
cannot  f^dvise,  a?  the  Secretary  of  State  asks  him  to  do,  whether  tiie 
guard  which  the  consul  has  declined  should  be  set.  That  officer  is  the 
sole  judge  in  the  matter,  and  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duty  he  exposes 
himself  to  the  risk  of  some  evil  disposed  persons  taking  his  life,  as  has 
so  often  occurred  in  past  times,  without  the  dignity  of  Kings  or  of  Pres- 
idents being  sufficient  to  save  them. 

The  undersigned  knows  very  well  that  all  the  good  will  of  the  Gov- 
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emmeut  of  the  United  States  could  not  prevent  sucb  a  tfamg  from  hap- 
peningy  but  what  he  believes  should  be  prevented,  perhaps,  is  the 
occarrence  of  that  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  tolerate, 
and  which  every  cultured  people  seeks  to  prevent,  however  ample  and 
nniversal  may  be  the  libeity  which  its  citizens  enjoy,  and  that  is  that 
daily  and  hourly  in  the  street,  in  caf6s  and  taverns,  in  newspapers  and 
broadsides,  a  functionary  of  a  friendly  nation  should  be  thi^tened, 
insulted,  and  disparaged,  whether  those  who  proffer  such  threats,  in- 
sults, and  outrages  be  drunken  or  not. 

In  Key  West,  as  the  undersigned  opines,  the  object  is  now  not  to 
prevent  but  suppress  and  punish  constant  infractions  of  the  laws,  and 
be  believes  that  if  the  zeal  of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  United  States, 
freshly  invoked  by  the  Federal  Government,  could  succeed  in  imposing 
the  punishment  which  is  merited  upon  a  few  of  the  many  criminals  there 
sheltered,  much  would  be  accomplished  towards  calming  the  alarm  which 
exists,  and  towards  removing  the  opportunity  for  events  which  both 
Governments  would  regret. 

The  undersigned  improves,  &c., 

JUAN  VALEEA. 


No.  391. 

Mr.  Frelingbuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 
Washingtonj  June  2, 1884. 

Bib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo  rel- 
ative to  present  events  at  Key  West,  and  in  especial  answer  to  my  note 
to  yon  of  the  17th  ultimo. 

As  your  note  leaves  open  the  question  whether  the  guard,  with  which 
this  Government  offered  to  protect  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West,  and 
which  that  officer  declined,  should  be  placed  for  his  protection,  no^ 
withstanding  such  declension,  the  suggested  precaution  will  not  be 
taken,  but,  as  my  note  of  the  17th  informed  you,  the  naval  commander 
holds  himself  ready  to  respond,  on  signal,  to  any  request  which  the 
coDBiil  may  make  for  protection. 

This,  I  believe,  sufficiently  defines  whatever  responsibilities  the  sit- 
uation at  Key  West  may  imply  with  respect  to  the  personal  safety  of  the 
coDsal. 

As  to  the  other  point  in  your  note,  let  me  say  that  when  we  are  doing 
all  we  ean  to  fulfill  our  obligation  to  Spain,  you  ask  us  to  do  that  which 
the  executive  of  no  nation  can  do. 

Threats  of  personal  injury  may,  at  times,  take  such  direct  form  as  to 
come  within  the  cognizance  of  the  courts,  but  action  thereon  is  a  judi- 
cial function,  which  may  not  be  exercised  by  the  executive. 
Accept.  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINQHUYSBN. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


516  ^^FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

No.  3d2. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghup$en. 

|Ti«atl«tioii.] 

Legation  of  Sfain, 
Washington^  June  2, 1884.    (Received  Jane  3.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  hoaor  to  bring  to  Uie  knowl- 
edge of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  that  in  conformity  with  his 
promise,  in  the  interview  had  with  him  on  Saturday  last,  he  haa  tele- 
graphed to  the  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West  enjoining  upon  him  extreme 
prudence  in  order  to  avoid  pretexts  of  conflict,  and  ordering  him  in  case 
his  life  be  threatened  to  put  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  by  land  or  sea,  even  if  there  should  be  a  Spanish 
man-of-war  iu  the  harbor,  since  the  undersigned  desires,  and  he  believes 
that  with  this  desire  he  interprets  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  that 
the  good  harmony  of  the  two  Governments  be  clearly  shown,  and  that 
even  the  most  distant  pretext  be  not  given  for  saying  that  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States  the  consul  of  a  friendly  nation  has  been  protected 
by  a  foreign  force. 

The  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West  has  answered  the  undersigned's 
telegram  that  he  has  not  given  and  will  not  give  any  pretext  for  the 
disturbance  of  peace  in  that  island,  but  that  the  Cubans  theie,  diasat- 
isfied  by  his  extreme  vigilance,  are  endeavoring  at  all  ha^^utls  to  pro- 
cure his  removal  from  his  post,  where  he  has  lent  signal  service  to  tiie 
Government  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

The  consul  also  states  that  some  of  the  authoritiea  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  being  desirous  of  attracting  the  Cubans  in  order  to  gain  their 
votes,  are  temporizing  with  those  who  by  their  insults  and  ridicale  seek 
to  make  the  consul's  residence  intolerable. 

The  undersigned,  who  has  received  so  many  proofs  of  the  good  wishes 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  feels  gratelul  for  the 
repeated  efforts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  protect  the 
security  of  the  Spanish  consul  and  to  cause  the  neutrality  laws  to  be 
obeyed,  deems  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  foregoing  facts  to  Mr.  Preling- 
huysen's  knowledge,  to  the  end  that  by  means  of  the  agents  which 
the  Federal  Government  has  in  Florida  he  may  endeavor  to  investigate 
the  truth  thereof,  and  be  pleased  in  view  thereof  to  give  such  orders  as 
he  may  deem  most  proper  for  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  consul  and 
for  the  fulfillment  of  the  laws. 

The  undersigned  improves,  &c., 

JUAN  VALBRA. 


lfo.393. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyien  to  Mr.  Valero. 

Depabtmbnt  op  Statb, 
WashingtoHj  June  14, 1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
2d  instant  relative  to  afifairs  at  Key  West  in  connection  with  the  Spanish 
consulate  there. 
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We  appear  to  be  in  entire  agreement  in  defining  the  consnPs  attitude 
and  bis  resort  in  any  emergency  of  personal  danger. 

This  Qovemment  will  spare  no  eflfort  to  act  upon  any  other  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  which  Spain  may  have  cause  to 
complain. 

Accept*  &c.. 

FRBD^K  T.  FBELINGHUYSEK 


No.  394. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghwfaen. 

[Traatlatioii.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
Washingiony  July  12, 1884.    (Received  July  14.) 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
His  Mnjesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  honorable  F.  T.  Frelinghnysen,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that,  under  date  of  to-day,  he  has  received  a  commuuication 
from  the  consul  of  Spain  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  wherein  he  informs  him 
that  the  Cuban  filibusters  have  made  various  deposits  of  arms,  muni- 
tions, and  dynamite  as  well  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans  and  at  a 
point  westward  of  Mobile,  as  in  the  keys  of  Florida  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Key  West,  and  in  Turk's  Island,  from  which  point  they  propose 
to  remove  those  munitions  of  war  to  Ouba  in  small  vessels,  with  the 
object  of  better  firustratlng  the  vigilance  of  the  war  vessels  which  navi- 
gate that  part  of  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Reiterating  the  most  sincere 'thanks  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  for  what  his  Government  is  doing  to  the  end  of  preventing  at- 
tempts against  peace  and  order  in  the  territory  of  a  friendly  nation,  the 
undersigned  begs  him  that,  if  it  be  possible,  the  proper  steps  may  be 
taken  to  discover  the  reported  deposits  of  arms  and  munitions,  and  he 
improves,  &c., 

JTJAN  VALERA. 


No.  396. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  July  14,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  note  of  the 
12th  instant,  whereby  you  acquaint  me  with  reports  furnished  by  the 
consul  of  Spain  ut  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  the  effect  that  the  Ouban  filibusters 
have  established  deposits  of  arms,  munitions,  and  dynamite  at  points 
near  New  Orleans,  to  the  westward  of  Mobile,  in  keys  in  the  vicinity 
of  Key  West,  and  in  the  Turk's  Islands,  with  the  purpose  of  removing 
them  therefrom  in  small  smacks  which  may  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
war  vessels  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  consequence  of  this 
information  you  request  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  take 
appropriate  steps,  if  possible,  to  discover  the  reported  deposits. 
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This  GoTernmenty  whieh  has  omittod  no  effort  to  lay  ita  hamd  oa  any 
overt  act  of  hostility  agaitifit  Spaio,  and  to  enforee  its  own  laws  in  tin 
pFemisea,  will  gladly  eoutinae  to  do  all  that  mi^  be  poaaible  in  this 
direction.  To  this  end  I  ccNnmaniiMtte  copies  of  yonr  note  to  tke  Se^e- 
taries  of  the  l^avy  and  of  the  Treasury  and  to  the  Attomey-Oeoaral  for 
such  action  as  way  be  feasible. 

Permit  me,  howevery  to  observe  tliat  this  information,  coming  irom 
a  point  distant  from  those  indicated,  lacks  the  essential  qnality  of  defi- 
niteuess,  and  would  appear  to  embody  the  substance  of  floating  mmors 
which  have  reached  the  Spanish  consul  at  Savannah.  Let  me  add  that 
it  seems  not  to  have  occurred  to  you  that  the  rumored  deposit  at  Tnrk'^ 
Islands  is  not  within  the  competence  of  this  Government  to  investigate, 
those  islands  being  possessions  of  the  British  crown. 
Accept,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  396. 

ilr.  Frelinghvysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Depabtmbwt  op  State, 
Washington^  July  U,  1884. 
My  Dbab  Mb.  Ministeb  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  unofficial  and  per- 
sonal communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  l>f  avy,  in  which  be  asks  if 
it  is  desirable  that  the  United  States  steamer  Galena  and  the  Marine 
gnard  remain  longer  at  Key  West,  where,  as  you  are  aware,  they  are 
now  stationed. 

Commander  Batchellor  reports  that  all  is  quiet ;  that  he  apprehends 
no  danger  to  any  person,  and  has  no  reason  to  believe  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  from  Key  West  to  violate  the  neutrality  laws. 

Before  replying  thereto,  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  can  inform  me  of 
yonr  views  upon  the  sul^ject  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  PRELINGHCTTSBK 


No.  397. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frdinghuysen. 

[TnmelatioD.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
Waahingtanj  July  14,  1884.  (Beoeived  Joiy  16.) 
Yeby  DiSTiNamsHED  Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date^  which 
I  have  just  received,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  if,  in  virtue  of  the  re- 
port of  Commander  Batchellor,  and  of  those  furnished  to  you  by  the 
Federal  nutborities  at  Key  West,  relative  to  the  quiet  state  of  that 
locality,  the  United  States  Government  thinks  that  the  proper  time 
has  arrive<l  for  ordering  the  withdrawal  of  the  steamer  Gfldena,  I,  for 
my  part,  have  no  objections  to  make  to  that  step,  and  confine  myself 
to  repeating  to  the  Government  of  the  Union  my  warmest  thanks,  is 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SPAIN.  519 

tbe  Dame  of  mj  own  OorenifDent,  for  all  that  it  has  hitherto  done  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  adventurers  from  leaving  these  shores  in 
order  to  commit  outrages  against  the  lives  and  property  of  the  peace- 
fal  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 
I  avail,  &c., 

JUAN  VALBRA. 


No,  398. 

Mr,  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
Washington^  July  24,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  intbrmation,  a 
copy  of  a  report  from  O.  Bowue  Patterson,  United  States  district  at- 
torney at  Key  West,  to  the  Attorney-General,  under  date  of  the  12th 
instant,  relating  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  schooner  Shavers  and  the  cases 
of  Emilio  Diaz,  Patrick  Berry,  and  Bruno  Alphonzo,  all  bearing  upon 
the  subject  of  Cuban  expeditions. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRBD^K  T.  FRELINGHUT8EN. 


[IncloBure. ' 
Mr,  PMiieriim  io  Mr.  Brewster. 

Key  Wbst,  July  12, 1884. 

8ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  United  States  district  oonrt  for  this  dis- 
trict commenced  its  reffnlar  session  here  on  the  16th  nltimo,  and  on  the  17th  I  brouffht 
to  a  hearing  the  case  oi  The  United  States  versus  The  Schooner  Shayers,  against,  which 
I  had  filed  two  "  libels  of  information  '^  for  forfeiture ;  one  for  forfeiture  under  the 
neutrality  laws,  Section  5288  Revised  Statutes,  the  ojther  for  proceeding  on  a  *' foreign 
▼oyage''  in  violation  of  Section  4337  Revised  Statutes;  on  the  19th  concluded  tne 
hearing,  and  on  the  5th  of  July  the  district  Judge  (Locke)  decreed  the  schooner  for- 
feited  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  term  I  also  filed,  bv  leave  of  court,  information  (ciim- 
iDal)  against  Emilio  Diaz  and  Patrick  Berry,  who  had  previously  been  arrested  on 
the  retnm  here  of  the  schooner  Shavers,  ftt>m  Cuba,  and  had  a  hearing  before  the 
United  States  commissioner,  and  Berry  held  under  bond  for  trial,  and  Diaz  dis- 
cbarffed.  I  found  out  that  he  was  the  one  who  prepared  the  means  of  the  Agiiero 
expedition,  hired  the  vessel,  and  managed  the  whole  business. 

1  also  had  one  Brnno  Alphonso  arrested  on  the  I7th  ultimo,  having  evidence  of  his 
having  been  one  of  the  Agiiero  expedition,  and  had  returned  to  this  place  from  Cuba 
disguised. 

Patrick  Berry  having  failed  to  appear,  an  alias  oanias  was  issued,  and  Judgment 
entered  against  his  bondsmen  for  |o!i9.69,  amount  of  bond  and  costs,  and  on  the  5th 
instant  the  amount  was  collected  and  paid  into  the  registry  of  the  court. 

On  the  1st  instant  £milio  Diaz  was  tried  and  convicted,  and  on  the  5th  was  sent- 
enced by  the  court  to  pay  a  fine  of  |500  and  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  of  eight  months. 
On  the  Ist  instant  Clinton  Shavers,  the  owner  of  the  schooner  Shavers,  was  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  for  violating  the  neutrality  laws,  and  arrested  and  placed  under 
bonds,  and  npon  the  case  being  called  for  trial  it  was  continued,  on  motion  of  the  de- 
fsodaafs  attorney,  by  order  of  the  court. 

On  the  same  day  the  grand  jury  indicted  Carlos  Agtiero,  the  commander  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  I  had  a  oa|Ha«  isbued  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  instruct- 
ing him  to  hold  it  and  to  arrest  Agtiero  if  he  should  return  within  this  district. 

Case  ot  Bruno  Alpbonzo  was  continued,  and  he  placed  under  bonds. 
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The  forfeiture  of  the  schooner  Rhairers  and  the  arrest  of  her  owner,  and  Uiec 
Tiction  of  Diaz,  the  manager  of  the  Agiiero  expedition,  and  the  activity  and  vigila 
of  the  officers  here  have  thoroughly  convinced  tbe>Be  people  of  the  eamestnesci  of  the 
Government  to  enforce  its  neutrality  laws,  and  I  feel  fully  satisfied  that  there  will  be 
no  further  attempts  in  this  district  to  organize  expedition^  in  the  interest  of  the 
Cuban  revolutionists,  at  least  for  some 'time  to  come. 
I  am,  &o,f 

G.  BOWNE  PATTERSON, 

United  Siatt9  AUomep, 


No.  399. 

Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[TnukslAtioii.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
WaahingtoUy  July  31, 1884.    (Received  Aagaat  4.) 

The  nndersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy 
of  His  Msyesty  tbe  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  of  informing  the 
Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that  he  has  received  his  note  of  the  24th  instant,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  the  communication  directed  by  the  attorney  of  the  district  of 
Cayo  Hueso  to  the  Attorney -General,  in  regard  to  the  confiscation  of 
the  schooner  Shavers  and  the  trial  of  Emilio  Diaz,  Patrick  Berry,  and 
Bruno  Alphouso. 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  his  Government,  warmly  thanks  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  its  zeal  in  sustaining  the  laws 
thereof,  by  bringing  to  trial  and  punishing  the  organizers  of  expeditions 
against  the  public  peace  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  gladly  avails,  &c 

JUAN  VALEBA. 


No.  400. 
Mr.  Valera  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[TranaUtion.] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
Washington^  October  7, 1884.    (Eeceived  October  8.) 

The  undersigned,  envy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
His  M^ajesty  the  King  of  Spain,  has  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that,  according  to  information  received  by  him  from  the  consul- 
general  of  Spain  in  New. York,  of  which  communication  has  already 
been  made  to  the  attorney  of  {he  district,  Maximo  Gomez,  Maceo  Grom- 
bet.  Dr.  Hernandez,  Carrillo  Aguilera,  and  other  Guban  insurgents  are 
publicly  conspiring  in  that  city  against  Cuba,  and  propose,  with  various 
other  refugees  there  resident,  to  make  a  turbulent  manifestation  against 
Spain  on  the  10th  day  of  the  present  month. 

The  undersigned  hastens  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary  of  State  to  this  matter,  and  begs  him  that,  by  the  legal  means 
which  may  be  at  the  disposition  of  this  Government,  he  will  endeavor  to 
prevent,  as  a  mark  of  deference  to  the  friendly  relation^  which  exist  be- 
tween this  Kepublic  and  Spain,  the  conspiracies  of  the  aforesaid  indi- 
viduals and  the  realization  of  their  projected  tumultuous  manifestation. 
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The  nndersigned  has  no  doabt  of  the  good  desire  and  the  activity 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  show  and  will  employ 
under  the  present  circumstances  to  frustrate  the  evil  aims  of  those  ob- 
stinate disturbers  of  the  public  peace  of  Spain,  and  he  improves,  &c. 

JUAN  VALERA. 


No.  401. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  9, 1884. 

Sis  :  Tour  note  received  on  the  8th,  and  laid  before  me  this  morning, 
states  that  certain  persons  named  are  publicly  conspiring  in  New  York 
against  Cuba  and  propose  to  make  a  turbulent  manifestation  against 
Spain  on  the  10th  instant.  Your  confidence  that  the  United  States 
will  employ  all  proper  measures  in  this  country  to  frustrate  the  designs 
of  those  who  would  disturb  the  public  peace  of  Spain  is  not  misplaced. 

If  the  "turbulent  n  anifestation'^  anticipated  should  be  a  breach  of 
the  peace  here,  it  will  be  checked  by  the  local  authorities.  If  it  should 
prove  to  be  only  the  gasconade  of  discontents  it  would  be  unwise  to 
dignify  it  by  official  notice  even  if  our  laws  aflForded  a  censorship  of 
mere  speech. 

At  the  same  time  the  proceedings  of  any  manifestation  thought  to  be 
against  the  peace  of  Spain  will  be  carefully  watehed  as  such  proceed- 
ings may  indicate  contemplated  overt  acts  unfriendly  to  Spain,  which 
acts  will  be  promptly  suppressed,  as  the  past  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment I  am  satisfied  fully  assures  you. 

By  reason  of  the  brevity  of  the  notice  you  were  able  to  give  of  the 
anticipated  manifestation  its  true  character  cannot  be  more  accurately 
conjectured  than  is  herein  indicated. 
Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  402. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Valera. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  October  39, 1884. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  recent  notes,  in  which  you  express  apprehen- 
sion of  further  unlawful  acts  on  the  part  of  the  Cuban  sympathizers  at 
Key  West,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  in  further  reply  that,  in  a  letter  of 
the  10th  instant  to  the  Attorney-General,  the  United  States  district 
attorney  at  Key  West  employs  the  following  language : 

There  have  been  no  attempts  to  violate  the  nentrahty  laws  here  since  the  trial  and 
conviction  here  of  those  arrested  for  assisting  the  **  AgUero  expedition/'  and  1  am 
satisfied  there  will  not  be  any  further  attempts  made  here. 

Accept,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY. 

No.  403. 

Mr.  Thoma%  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  25.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Stockholm^  November  8, 1883.    (Received  Nov.  27th.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  6th  of  November  was  cele- 
brated in  Sweden  as  a  festival. 

The  day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  victory  and  death  of  the  great 
Gostavas  Adolphos  at  Liitzen,  and  the  Swedes  love  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  their  great  King,  ^*  the  Lion  of  the  North,"  whose  ^^  sword 
was  mighty  as  the  pen  of  Luther." 

On  the  evening  of  the  6tli  at  Stockholm,  the  entire  space  around  Rid- 
derholras  church,  the  Westminster  of  Sweden,  was  filled  with  a  vast 
multitude  of  people,  a  selected  choir  of  two  hundred  voices  marehed 
with  banners  to  the  outer  walls  of  the  church,  and  halting  just  outside 
the  mausoleum  of  Gustavus  sang  paeans  to  his  memory. 

Other  choirs  sang  around  the  bronze  equestrian  statue  of  the  heroic 
King,  which  rises  from  the  center  of  the  square  that  bears  his  name. 

'^  Long  live  the  memory  of  Gustavns  Adolphus!"  cried  the  choir  as 
the  song  died  away  on  the  evening  air,  and  the  great  throng  of  many 
thousands  responded  with  four  royal  cheers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  November  the  American  flag  was  run 
up  at  this  legation  in  honor  of  the  great  Gustavns  of  Sweden.  This 
is  the  first  time  I  have  hoisted  our  flag  in  Scandinavia.  I  did  this  with 
some  little  hesitation,  for  foreign  ministers  at  this  capital  have  not  been 
accustomed  to  display  the  flag  of  their  country.  Indeed,  I  have  failed 
to  learn  that  they  have  ever  done  so.  I  believed,  however,  that  this  was 
<^  a  custom  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance,"  and  that 
the  flag  of  a  free  people  might  well  be  flung  to  the  breeze  in  honor  of 
the  greatest  warrior  in  the  cause  of  religious  ft-eedom  ;  that  the  flag  of 
America  might  well  wave  at  the  festival  in  commemoration  of  the  Swed- 
ish King  who  founded  the  first  Swedish  colony  within  the  limits  of  tbe 
United  States.  And  so  the  beautiful  new  flag,  just  sent  me  by  the  De- 
partment, was  run  out  from  the  American  legation  over  the  spacious 
King's  Park,  where  it  was  seen  from  every  part  of  the  great  promenade 
of  Stockholm,  across  the  harbor  to  the  palace,  and  from  beyond  North 
bridge  and  Wasa  bridge  far  out  on  the  Maelar  Lake.  It  was  the  only 
flag  displayed  by  the  representative  of  any  foreign  country  at  Stock- 
holm. 

This  American  tribute  to  Sweden  is  deeply  appreciated  by  the  Swedes, 
and  was  received  by  them  with  touching  expressions  of  gratitude.  The 
Swedish  newspapers  very  generally  speak  of  this  tribute  and  always  in 
thankful  recognition  thereof.  The  Nya  Dagligt  Allehanda  and  the  Af- 
tonbladet,  the  two  evening  papers  of  Stockholm,  and  the  Haudels  Sid- 
ning,  the  chief  newspaper  of  Gothenburg,  make  this  hoisting  of  the 
American  flag  the  subject  of  special  editorials. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  editorial  in  the  Nya  Dagligt 
Allehanda,  the  evening  paper  of  the  largest  circulation  in  Stockholm: 

Tbe  death  of  Gastavas  Adolpbus  will  be  commemorated  here  to^^  hi  the  time- 
honored  manuer,  with  siDging  at  the  QnstaTian  maasoleum  at  Ridderholms  charoh. 
and'at  the  statue  of  the  hero  King  on  the  square  of  Gustavas  Adolphns.  An  especiil 
tribute,  beautiful  but  simple,  and  unostentatious,  as  becomes  that  land,  the  United 
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8iaie«  of  Amerioa,  by  whose  minigter  this  Mbnte  has  to-day  been  paid,  deeerves  a 
gratofal  mention.  Minister  Thomas  has  to-day,  fW)m  the  balcony  of  his  residence  on 
the  King's  Park,  hoisted  the  starry  banner  of  America. 

This  sWedish-ioving  American,  who,  during  a  long  sojourn  in  Sweden  as  oonsnl  for 
h%B  Dative  land,  has  learned  to  know  and  to  appreciate  oar  land  and  ita  people,  has  to- 
day, far  ike  fir$t  timet  hoisted  the  American  nag,  not  to  celebrate  any  holiday  of  his 
owa  country,  but  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  greatest  among  warriors  for  re- 
ligious liberty.  By  this  act  Mr.  Thomas  also  honrirs  the  founder  of  the  first  New 
Sweden  in  America,  the  Swedish  colony  on  the  Delaware,  which,  as  is  well  known, 
was  settled  under  King  Ghistavne  Adolphus. 

I  forward  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  this  editxwial  in  Swedish, 
clipped  from  the  newspaper  itself. 

I  shall  continue  to  flj  the  American  flag  fh)m  this  legation^  unless 
otherwise  instructed,  on  the  national  holidays  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  THOMAS,  Jr. 


No.  404. 
Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

(Extract.) 

No.  2P.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Stockholm^  November  30, 1883.    (Received  December  17.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
subject  of  direct  steam  communication  between  Sweden  and  the  United 
States. 

The  traveler  from  the  United  States  to  Sweden  usually  takes  one  of 
the  great  transatlantic  steamern  from  America  to  Liverpool,  thence  a 
few  hours  by  rail  carries  him  across  the  country  to  Hull  on  the  east  coast 
of  England.  Embarking  here  a  voyage  of  two  days  carries  the  traveler 
over  the  stormy  North  Sea,  i)a8t  the  Skaw  on  the  nortbern  sandy  point 
of  Denmark,  and  into  the  port  of  Gothenburg,  Sweden. 

One  may  also  leave  America  by  the  German  Atlantic  steamers,  and, 
lauding  at  Bremen  or  Hamburg,  keep  on  by  rail  and  boat  to  Copen- 
liagen,  whence  a  steamer  will  take  him  across  the  sound  to  Malm5, 
Sweden,  in  less  than  two  hours» 

Some  four  years  ago  the  Danish  Thingvalla  Steamship  Company  was 
founded ;  this  line  plies  once  a  fortnight  between  Copenhagen  and  New 
York.  One  may  now  therefore  sail  from  New  York  to  Copenhagen  di- 
rect, and  then  changing  steamer  and  crossing  the  sound  arrive  at  Malmo, 
Sw^en. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  traffic  between  Sweden  and  America  passes 
over  the  first-mentioned  route,  to  wit,  from  Gothenburg,  Sweden, 
across  the  North  Se^,  to  Hull,  England,  thence  by  rail  to  Liverpool, 
thence  by  steamship  to  America.  In  fact  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the 
emigrants  from  Sweden  to  the  United  States  take  this  route. 

Each  of  these  lines  has  its  peculiar  advantages,  but  they  all  have 
this  one  gi*eat  disadvantage  in  common :  that  goods  sent  from  America 
to  Sweden  must  be  discharged  and  re-loaded  at  a  foreign  port  en  route^ 
with  all  the  delays,  breakages,  damages,  agencies,  custom-house  super- 
vision, and  annoyances  which  such  transshipment  is  sure  to  occasion. 

Of  course,  the  same  is  equally  true  of  goods  sent  from  Sweden  to 
America,  ana  passengers  and  immigrants  from  either  country  to  the 
other,  together  with  all  their  baggage,  must  likewise  be  transshipi>ed. 
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Yet  spite  of  all  hindrances  and  inconveniences  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Sweden  has  attained  large  and  eyer-iucreasing 
proportions. 

The  United  States  export  to  Sweden  large  quantities  of  pork,  lard^ 
cotton,  petroleum,  rosin,  maize,  tools,  sewing-machines,  and  Yankee 
notions,  and  some  cheese,  wheat,  and  black- walnut  timber;  while 
Sweden  sends  to  the  United  States  thousands  of  honest,  industrious 
emigrants,  and  thousands  of  tons  of  iron  every  year.  Since  last  July, 
there  has  been,  also,  an  active  shipment  of  matches  from  Sweden  to  cor 
country. 

Of  pork  alone  (chiefly  sides)  the  yearly  export  from  the  United  States 
to  Sweden  may  be  reckoned  at  from  40,000  to  60,000  boxes,  or  10,000  to 
15,000  tons;  while  Sweden  sends  to  the  American  Union  every  year 
about  60,000  tons  of  iron. 

Of  emigrants,  there  mailed  from  the  port  of  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  for 
the  United  States,  in  round  numbers,  in  1881,  30,000;  in  1882,  40,000; 
in  the  present  year,  1883,  the  number  will  reach  25,000,  notwithstanding^ 
the  hard  times  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  obtaiuiug  employment 
in  the  United  States. 

Here  then  is  a  grand  commerce,  sufficient  to  handsomely  support  a 
weekly  line  of  steamships,  yet  no  steamer  plies  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. Furthermore,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  present  extensive 
traffic  must  be  materially  increased  by  direct  steam  commuuication. 
Indeed  it  can  never  reach  anything:  near  its  full  fruition  without  this. 

As  long  AgQ  as  LS63, 1864,  and  1865,  while  £  was  stationed  at  Goth- 
enburg as  consul  for  the  United  States,  the  subject  of  a  line  of  steamers 
from  Gothenburg  to  Ne^v  York  demanded  and  received  much  of  my  at*  . 
tention  and  effort,  and  I  remember  with  pleasure  that  one  of  the  Goth- 
enburg merchants  who  was  most  impressed  with  the  practicability  and 
importance  of  the  matter  was  Mr.  Adolf  Meyer. 

On  my  return  to  Sweden  in  August  last  in  the  service  of  tiie  United 
States,  I  found  that  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Meyer,  had  not  lost  his  inter- 
est in  this  subject,  and  that  during  all  the  intervening  time,  more 
especially  during  the  last  ten  years,  he  had  been  actively  at  work 
endeavoring  to  form  a  company  and  raise  the  necessary  funds  to 
establish  a  Swedish  steamship  line  between  Gothenburg  and  IJew  York. 

He  had  prepared  tables  by  which  it  was  clearly  proved  that  there 
was  already  more  than  sufficient  business  between  the  two  ports  to  keep 
foar  steamships  constantly  and  remuneratively  employed.  Yet,  despite 
this,  and  Mr.  Meyer's  own  very  influential  position  among  the  business 
men  of  Sweden,  he  had  not  succeeded  in  getting  the  necessary  capital 
subscribed. 

One  cause  which  no  doubt  operated  largely  against  the  enterprise 
was  the  Swedish  emigrant  law  of  1869,  by  the  provisions  of  which  50 
per  cent,  more  space  on  ship  board  was  required  for  each  emigrant 
tlinn  is  exacted  by  the  laws  of  England  or  the  United  States.  A  steamer, 
therefore,  that  sailing  from  England  could  take  on  board  nine  hundred 
emigrants,  in  sailing  from  Sweden  could  take  but  six  hundred,  and  thus 
the  receipts  of  the  Swedish  ship  from  emigrants  would  be  diminished 
one  third,  a  very  important  consideration. 

This  great  obstacle  however,  is  now  happily  removed.  The  King,  by 
a  royal  order  of  the  2d  of  March  of  this  year,  1883,  has  so  modified  the 
Swedish  emigrant  laws  that  they  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  respect  to  the  space  to  be  accorded  to  each  emigrant,  so  that 
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no-w  B  sbip  may  sail  from  Sweden  with  as  many  emigrants  on  board  as 
she  would  be  allowed  if  she  sailed  from  England  or  Germany. 

Daring  the  past  three  months  the  project  has  advanced  with  rapid 
strides.  Failing  to  get  the  requisite  capital  for  a  steamship  line  sub- 
scribed in  Sweden,  Mr.  Meyer  turned  to  the  North  German  Lloyds  of 
Bremen.  After  extensive  and  minute  negotiations,  Mr.  Meyer  has  been 
SQccessfnU  and  I  have  the  honor  and  pk^sure  to  announce  that  a  con- 
tract has  been  made.    •    •    • 

The  line  will  at  first  consist  of  but  two  steamships,  the  Baltimore 
^and  Berlin^  which  will  make  monthly  trips  between  New  York  and 
Oothenburg,  performing  the  voyage  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  days.  •  •  • 
It  is  believed  that  the  line  thus  inaugurated  will  be  permanent,  that 
miew  ship8  will  be  added,  and  that  at  no  distant  date  fortnightly  and 
4heu  weekly  steamers  will  ply  across  the  North  Sea  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  facilitating  and  increasing  trade,  commerce,  and  immigration. 

This  line  is,  of  course,  owned  in  Germany,  but  the  project  of  a  line 
to  be  owned  in  Sweden  has  not  been  abandoned.  Subscription  pa^iers 
are  being  circulated  by  respected  and  efficient  merchants  in  Stockholm 
aud  Gothenburg,  who  are  hopeful  of  obtaining  the  sum  of  $533,000, 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  purchase  two  steamers  of  3,000  tons  burden 
•each,  whose  trips  will  alternate  with  those  of  the  ships  of  the  North  Ger- 
man Lloyds,  and  together  with  them  form  a  fortnightly  line. 

it  is  intended  that  the  Swedish-owned  ships  shall  sail  from  Stock- 
tiolm,  thence  coasting  around  the  southern  jend  of  the  Swedish  penin- 
sula they  will  touch  at  Malmo  and  Gothenburg,  whence  they  will  sail 
direct  for  New  York,  passing  to  the  north  of  Scotland.  Beturuing,  they 
i^ill  steam  directly  to  Gothenburg,  and  then  keep  on  to  Malmo  and 
Stockholm. 

But  whether  this  latter  line  be  put  in  operation  or  not  the  most  im- 
portant fact  remains.    •    •    • 

Next  spring  for  the  first  time  the  American  exporter  may  ship  his 
goods  on  board  a  steamer  at  New  York,  and  have  them  earned  by  that 
«tearoer  directly  to  Sweden  without  transshipment.  Next  spring  the 
thousands  of  Swedish  emigrants  may  go  on  board  a  steamer  in  a  har- 
bor of  their  own  country  and  in  this  steamer  sail  directly  to  America. 
This  direct  communication  must  naturally  and  inevitably  increase 
the  export  of  American  products  to  Sweden. 

In  this  connection  I  would  call  particular  attention  to  Sweden  as  fur- 
nishing a  market  for  American  wheat.  The  consumption  of  wheat  is 
increasing  in  Sweden,  and  as  a  large  portion  of  this  country  is  too  far 
north  for  its  profitable  production,  it  is  imported  in  increasing  quanti- 
ties. In  1882  the  wheat  import  of  Sweden  reached  a  value  of  more  than 
^2,000,000. 

An  inconsiderable  fraction  of  this  came  from  the  United  States,  but 
the  great  bulk  thereof  was  imported  from  Denmark  and  was  the  prod- 
uct of  Danish  soil. 

With  direct  steam  communication,  I  am  confident  that  the  United 
States  can  supply  Sweden  at  a  profit  with  all  the  wheat  she  imports. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  write  this  dispatch,  for  the  assured  establish- 
ment of  direct  steam  communication  between  the  (Jnited  States  and 
JSweden  is  certainly  a  just  cause  of  congratulation  in  both  countries. 
I  have,  &c.. 

W.  W.  THOMAS,  Jk. 
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No.  405. 

Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Frelinghuy^en. 

Ko.  35]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

8i4>cJcholm^  December  26, 1883.    (Beoeived  Janoary  11,  1884.) 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  29  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
sabject  of  direct  steam  communication  between  Sweden  and  the  dnited 
States.  I  took  occasion  in  that  dispatch  to  speak  at  len^h  of  the  amount 
and  importance  of  the  commerce  between  the  two  countries,  and  the 
large  emigration  from  Sweden  to  the  United  States,  and  to  annonnce 
that  direct  steam  communication  between  Sweden  and  America  would 
be  inaugurated  in  1884  by  steamers  of  the  North  German  Lloyds,  which 
would  ply  once  a  mouth  between  Gothenburg  and  New  York,  the  pio- 
neer steamer  leaving  Gothenburg  on  April  24. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  second  line  of  steamships 
between  the  United  States  and  Sweden  will  be  put  in  operation  in  1884. 
The  name  of  the  new  company  is  the  Direct  Swedish  Steamship  Line. 
It  will  at  first  be  composed  of  three  steamers  of  about  3,500  tons  capac- 
ity each,  named,  respectively,  Lincoln  City,  Stockhol.ij  City,  and  Goth- 
enburg City. 

These  are  iron  screw  steamships,  entirely  new,  and  now  being  fitted 
up  in  England.  They  are  first-class  vessels,  and  rated  100  A 1  at  Lloyds. 
They  will  contain  commodious  quarters  for  emigrants,  and  also  aooom- 
modations  for  a  limited  number  of  first  and  second  class  passengers. 
The  hull  of  each  ship  will  he  divided  into  eight  compartments  suitable 
for  carrying  grain  in  bulk. 

These  ships  will  sail  from  Stockholm,  and,  coasting  around  the  south- 
ern end  of  the  Swedish  peninsula,  touch  at  the  Swedish  ports  of  Malmo 
and  Gothenburg,  whence  they  will  steam  direct  to  America.  Their  re- 
turn trips  will  l^  to  Stockholm,  touching  at  Gothenburg  and  Malmo,  if 
there  be  freight  or  passengers  for  those  ports. 

The  vessels  of  this  line  will  sail  about  ouce  in  three  we^s  between 
the  two  countries.  The  first  ship  will  depart  firom  Stockholm  about  the 
middle  of  April,  1884,  for  the  port  of  New  York.  The  second  ship  will 
sail  for  Boston,  the  third  for  New  York,  and  so  on,  the  steamers  making 
alternate  trips  to  New  York  and  Boston. 

This  line  is  owned  in  England,  but  it  will  be  managed  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic  by  the  energetic  and  honorable  firm  of  Olsen  &  Wright, 
Stockholm.  The  agents  in  New  York  will  be  Messrs.  Simpson,  Spence  & 
Co.,  and  in  Boston,  Messrs.  «ri  B.  Brigham  &  Co. 

I  desire  to  call  the  att^'ution  of  American  exporters  to  the  facilities 
attbrded  by  this  Stockholm  line,  as  well  as  by  the  Gothenburg  line, 
mentioned  in  my  dispatch  No.  29,  for  increasing  the  volume  and  varietj 
of  American  exports  to  Swenen,  and  more  especially  the  export  of 
grain  and  fiour,  agricultural  machinery,  and  bulky  articles,  and  fruit, 
and  other  perishable  goods. 

Grain. — ^The  unavoidable  necessity  of  taramsshipping  all  grain  in  a 
foreign  port  has  hitherto  prevented  the  shipment  ot  grain  from  America 
to  Sweden  by  any  of  the  regular  lines.  An  occasional  cargo,  however, 
has  been  exported  by  sailing  vessels.  But  the  cargo  of  grain  (juried 
by  vessels  suited  to  the  North  Atlantic  trade  amounts  to  from  5,000  to 
8,000  quarters.  This  amount  is  too  large  to  be  economically  handled 
by  any  one  Swedish  merchant  at  one  time. 

Wheat. — Again,  the  flour-mills  of  Sweden  are  of  limited  capacity, 
and  none  of  them  can  advantageously  receive  a  whole  cargo  of  wheat  at 
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once.  The  resalt  is  that  although  the  wheat  import  of  Sweden  for 
1882  reached  a  value  of  more  thnn  $2,000,000,  it  was  nearly  all  imported 
from  Denmark  or  Stettin,  only  an  inconsiderable  fraction  thereof  com- 
ing from  the  United  States.  These  direct  steamers  now  offer  for  the 
first  Mme  a  twofold  advantage  to  the  American  exporter  of  grain : 

(1)  Wheat  may  be  exported  directly  from  Kew  York  or  Boston  to 
Oothenburg,  Malmo,  or  Stockholm,  Sweden,  by  steam,  without  trans- 
shipment. 

(2)  These  direct  steamers,  being  divided  into  eight  compartments, 
can  carry  small  amounts  of  grain  in  bulk — from  1,000  to  3,000  quar- 
ters per  trip — which  amounts  can  be  most  economically  handled  in 
Sweden. 

Maize. — What  is  said  of  wheat  is  equally  true  of  maize.  Maize  is  now 
used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Sweden  for  feed  and  in  the  distilleries. 
A  large  amount  of  maize  may  be  profitably  exported  from  America  to 
Sweden  with  the  opportunity  for  direct  and  limited  shipments  in  bulk 
now  offered. 

Flour, — It  is  my  belief  that  flour  in  barrels  may  be  successfully  shipped 
to  Sweden  by  the  direct  steamers. 

Agricultural  machinery ^  itc. — I  am  convinced  that  the  improved  Ameri- 
can agricultural  machinery  could  be  sold  at  a  profit,  especially  in  the 
southern  provinces  of  Sweden.  Such  machinery,  and  indeed  all  bulky 
articles,  can,  of  course,  be  most  conveniently  transported  by  a  direct 
line,  the  difliculties  of  transshipment  being  increased  by  the  bulk  of  the 
goods. 

Fruit. — In  the  winter  of  1882-'83  American  apples  were  imported  into 
Swe^len  in  considerable  quantities,  and  met  with  a  ready  sale.  The 
Baldwin  is  the  variety  preferred  here.  Of  course  transshipment,  even 
the  most  careful,  is  sure  to  bruise  and  injure  fruit,  and  cause  its  speedier 
decay.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  direct  steamers  may  bring  to 
Sweden  not  only  apples  but  some  of  our  more  delicate  fruits  and  perish- 
able articles  generally,  the  shipment  of  which  has  hitherto  been  difficult 
or  impracticable. 

Canned  goodn. — But  few  of  the  American  canned  goods  are  consumed 
in  Sweden,  while  large  quantities  of  the  French  goods  are  used  here. 
I  feel  sure  thnt  Sweden  offers  a  desirable  and  extensive  market  for 
the  sale  of  American  canned  fruits,  vegetables,  lobsters,  and  oysters. 

YanJcee  notions. — The  thousand  and  one  little  articles  of  daily  use  and 
convenience  embraced  under  the  prolific  appellation  of  Yankee  notions 
can  be  sold  in  Sweden  in  respectable- quantities  and  at  a  good  profit. 

To  recapitulate,  I  would  call  the  special  attention  of  American  mer- 
chants to  the  advantages  direct  steam  communication  offers  for  the 
shipment  of — 

(1)  Wheat  and  maize  in  bulk  in  limited  quantities,  suited  to  the 
Swedish  market. 

(2)  Agricultural  machinery  and  bulky  articles  generally. 

(3)  Fruits,  flour,  and  perishable  goods. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  the  well-estab- 
lished Atlantic  steamship,  lines  have  cause  to  look  with  jealousy  upon 
these  new  direct  steamers.  Th|e  business  done  by  the  new  ships  will 
be  largely  such  as  they  themselves  create,  and  such  as  is  not  at  present, 
and  can  never  be,  advantageously  done  by  the  older  lines,  which  must 
inevitably  transship  all  goods  carried  by  them  to  and  from  Sweden. 
The  present  Swedish  business  done  by  the  old  lines  will  quite  gener- 
ally remain  to  them.    It  is  the  increase  of  business  which  the  direct 
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Steamers  will  chiefly  carry,  and  of  this  increase  they  will  themselTes  be 
largely  the  occasion. 

It  seenie  to  me  that  the  direct  steam  communication  between  Sweden 
and  the  United  States,  which  is  to  be  inaugurated  in  April  next, 
will  be  permanent,  and  must  of  necessity  materially  increase  •trade, 
commerce,  and  immigration,  and  at  the  same  time  invigorate  and 
strengthen  the  friendship  and  good  will  which  have  always  sabdated 
between  America  aud  Scandinavia. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  THOMAS,  Ja. 


No.  406. 

Mr.  ThomM  to  Mr.  Frelingkuys&n. 

No.  65.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Stockholm^  May  3, 1884.  (Beceived  May  21.) 
Sib  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  29  on  the  subject  of  direct  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  Leipzig,  the  pioneer  steamer  of  the  first  direct 
steamship  line  between  the  two  countries,  sailed  from  Gothenlmrg, 
Sweden,  direct  for  New  York,  at  2  o^clock  on  the  afternoon  of  May  1, 
having  on  board  228  emigrants,  and  220  tons  cargo. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  THOMAS,  Jb. 


No.  407. 
Mr.  Thomas  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  72.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Stockholmj  May  31, 1884.    (Received  June  16.) 

Sir  :  Keferriug  to  my  dispatch  No.  35  on  the  subject  of  direct  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  Stockholm  City,  the  pioneer  steamer  of  the  Di- 
rect Swedish  Steamship  Line  between  Stockholm  and  the  United  States, 
sailed  this  afternoon  at  4  o^clock  from  Stockholm  for  Boston. 

The  Stockholm  City  is  an  entirely  new  English-built  iron  steamship. 
She  carries  3,600  tons  heavy  goods,  or  4,500  tons  measured  goods,  and  is 
permitted  to  carry,  under  tlie  laws  of  Sweden,  840  passengers. 

She  sailed  from  Stockholm,  having  on  board  1,200  tons  freight,  chiefly 
iron,  and  5  first-class,  10  second-class,  and  114  steerage  passengers. 
She  will  touch  at  the  Swedish  ports  of  Malmo  and  Gothenburg,  where 
she  will  take  on  board  800  tons  of  iron,  3  first-class  and  300  steerage 
passengers.  The  Stockholm  City  will  therefore  take  across  the  North 
Sea  and  Atlantic  Ocean  to  Boston  2,000  tons  cargo,  chiefly  iron,  and 
434  passengers,  nearly  all  emigrants. 

This  steamer  will  be  followed  by  the  Lincoln  City,  sailing  from  Stock- 
holm for  New  York  June  14,  and  thereafter  by  the  Gothenburg  City, 
sailing  from  Stockholm  for  Boston  about  July  10. 

In  my  dispatch  No.  65  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  first 
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Steamer  of  the  Gothenburg  line  sailed  on  May  1,  from  Gothenburg  for 
ZN'ew  York. 

The  two  lines  of  direct  steamships  announced  to  the  Department  in 
my  dispatches  Nos.  29  and  35  of  last  year  are  now  in  actual  operation. 
Direct  steam  communication  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden  is 
now  a  fact.  Sweden  is  now  for  the  first  time  open  to  the  direct  shipment 
of  American  products  and  manufactures  by  regular  lines  of  steamships. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  American  exporters  will  give  im- 
mediate and  careful  attention  to  this  new  direct  market,  which  is  ready 
to  receive  and  consume  considerable  quantities  of  American  wheat, 
flour,  maize,  agricultural  machines,  fruit,  canned  goods,  and  Yankee 
notions. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  W.  THOMAS,  Jr. 


SWITZERLAND. 

No.  408. 

Mr.  Cramer  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bernej  March  25, 1884.    (Received  April  8.) 

Sib:  It  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  the  Department  to  learn  that 
the  Swiss  Federal  Council  has  issued  an  order,  under  date  of  March  22, 
1884,  by  virtue  of  which  four  so-called  Anarchists  have  been  or  will  b© 
expelled  from  Switzerland. 

It  is  known  that  during  the  past  few  months  fearful  crimes  have  been 
committed  in  Austria  and  Germany ;  that  two  men,  Hermann  Stell- 
macher  and  Anton  Kammerer,  have  been  arrested  in  Vienna  under  in- 
dictment of  having  committed  some  of  these  crimes  ;  that  these  two 
men  have,  during  the  past  few  years,  been  frequently  domiciled  in 
Switzerland,  and  that  they,  in  their  nefarious  business  of  rendering  life 
and  property  in  Austria  and  Germany  insecure,  have  been  maintaining 
active  personal  relations  with  the  following  named  four  foreigners,  now 
residing  in  Switzerland,  namely:  Frederick  Philip  Kennel,  from  Bava- 
ria; Maurice  Schulze,  from  Prussia;  Karl  Faik,  from  Steiermark ;  and 
Mathias  Lissa,  from  Bohemia. 

The  Swiss  Federal  Council,  in  view  of  the  fact  "  that  the  public  safety 
in  Germany  and  Austria  is  endangered^  by  anarchists,  who  have  com- 
mitted crimes  above  referred  to,  and  in  virtue  of  the  authority  vested 
in  them  by  article  70  of  the  federal  constitution,  which  reads,  "The  con- 
federation has  the  authority  to  expel  from  its  territory  foreigners  who 
endanger  the  internal  or  external  safety  thereof,''  have  decreed  that  the 
above-named  four  foreigners  shall  be  expelled  from  Swiss  territory. 

It  appears  from  the  press  that  this  action  of  the  Federal  Council  is  gen- 
erally approved  by  the  public. 
I  have,  &c., 

M.  J.  CEAMEE. 

34FB 
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No.  409. 

Mr.  Cramer  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  137.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Bernej  April  18, 1884.    (Received  May  3.) 

Sib  :  Almost  every  American  mail  brings  letters  addressed  to  this  le- 
gation (or  to  the  coDsnlate  general) by  natives  of  Switzerland  who  have 
acquired  citizenship  in  the  United  States,  requesting  our  good  offices  in 
the  collection  of  patrimonies,  legacies,  and  other  forms  of  property.  As 
the  Swiss  Federal  Council  does  not  like  to  see  the  foreign  legations  at 
this  capital  placing  themselves  in  direct  correspondbnce  with  the  can- 
tonal governments,  this  legation  has  therefore  declined  to  officially  at- 
tend to  the  collection  of  such  property,  unless  instructed  to  do  so  by  the 
Department. 

All  such  requests  have,  however,  been  attended  to  by  the  consnl- 
general  connected  with  this  legation,  Mr.  J.  B.  Hinnen,  the  vice  and 
deputy  consul-general,  acting  under  my  supervision  as  the  medium  of 
communication  between  the  cantonal  or  communal  authorities  and  the 
parties  in  the  United  States  whose  property  is  to  be  collected. 

In  attending  to  such  business  we  meet  with  many  difficulties,  the 
chief  of  which  is  that  the  parties  desiring  us  to  collect  their  property 
have  generally  failed  to  comply  with  the  Swiss  law  concerning  expa- 
triation. 

This  law  requires,  among  other  things,  that  those  who  have  expa- 
triated themselves  and  acquired  citizenship  in  other  countries  should 
transmit  to  the  government  of  the  canton  of  their  birth  a  duly  aa- 
thenticated  statement  of  their  renunciation  of  citizenship  in  said  can- 
ton, with  a  request  to  release  them  therefrom.  This  statement  to  be 
accompanied  with  legal  proofs  of  their  having  acquired  citizenship  else- 
where 5  that  is,  a  duly  certified  copy  of  their  naturalization  certificate. 
The  principal  reason  therefor  is  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  such 
persons,  in  case  of  poverty,  to  return  to  the  community  of  their  birth, 
for  the  purpose  of  claiming  financial  and  other  aid  from  the  local  aa- 
thorities  thereof. 

Unless  these  requirements  are  complied  with  these  local  authorities 
are  not  willing  to  surrender  such  property  and  legacies.  All  this  causes 
much  unnecessary  correspondence  between  this  legation  and  consulate*  1 
general  on  one  hand,  and  said  local  authorities  and  American  citizens  J 
of  Swiss  birth  on  the  other,  to  say  nothing  of  the  insulting  letters  the 
latter  class  of  persons  often  address  to  us,  if  we  are,  for  the  reasons 
stated  above,  unsuccessful  in  collecting  their  claims. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  the  De- 
partment cause  a  statement  to  be  published  in  English  and  German 
journals  in  the  United  States  making  known  to  American  citizens  of 
Swiss  birth  what  the  requirements  of  the  Swiss  law  are  respecting  the 
collection  of  their  claims  in  their  native  homes.  Much  unnecessary 
correspondence  and  hard  feelings  would  thereby  be  avoided. 
I  have,  &c., 

M.  J.  CRAMER 
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No.  410. 
Mr.  Cramer  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen, 

yio.  139.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berne,  April  22, 1884.  (Received  May  6.) 
Sir  :  The  new  constitution  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  of  1848,  was 
revised  in  1874,  and  came  into  force  on  the  29th  of  May  of  that  year. 
Accortog  to  this  instrument,  the  legislative  power  is  lodged  in  the  Fed- 
eral Assembly,  which  consists  of  two  houses,  the  "  National  Coancil  ^ 
(House  of  Representatives)  and  the  "  States' Council^  (Senate).  Among 
the  articles  of  this  constitution  defining  and  limiting  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Assembly  is  article  89,  which  contains  a  unique  provision. 
Translated  this  article  reads  as  follows : 

For  federal  laws  and  federal  resolutions  the  consent  of  both  houses  is  necessarj. 

Besides,  federal  laws,  as  well  as  universally  binding  federal  resolutions  which  af« 
not  of  an  nrgent  character,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  adoption  or  rejection  in 
4Miae  30,000  Swiss  citizens  who  are  entitled  to  vote,  or  eight  cantons,  shall  demand  it. 

Article  90  states  that  the  Federal  Assembly  shall  have  the  power  by 
appropriate  legislation  to  make  provision  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
intentions  of  the  preceding  article. 

Now,  since  the  a<loption  of  the  revised  constitution,  May  29, 1874,  the 
referendum^  as  it  is  called,  that  is,  the  submitting  to  the  people's  direct 
vote  of  laws  passed  by  both  houses  of  the  Federal  Assembly  has  been, 
adopted  in  ten  distinct  cases ;  that  is,  ten  separate  and  distinct  laws 
passed  by  said  assembly  have  thus  been  submitted  to  the  people  upon 
the  demand  of  the  prescribed  number  of  citizens. 

The  smallest  number  pf  citizens  making  such  a  demand  was  35,886, 
and  the  largest  180,995. 

Out  of  these  ten  different  laws  only  three  were  endorsed,  adopted  by 
the  people,  and  seven  were  rejected.  The  result  of  the  popular  vote  in 
each  case  was  as  follows : 

The  first  law  was  adopted  with  213,199  against  205,069  votes. 

The  second  law  was  rejected  with  207,263  against  205,583  votes. 

The  third  law  was  rejected  with  193,253  against  120,068  votes. 

The  fourth  law  was  rejected  with  184,894  against  156,157  votes. 

The  fifth  law  was  adopted  with  181,204  against  170,857  votes. 

The  sixth  law  was  rejected  with  181,883  against  170,223  votes. 

The  seventh  law  was  rejected  with  213,230  against  131,557  votes. 

The  eighth  law  was  adopted  with  278,731  against  115,571  votes. 

The  ninth  law  was  rejected  with  318,139  against  172,  010  votes. 

The  tenth  law  was  rejected  with  254,340  against  68,027  votes. 

Here  we  have  democracy,  pure  and  simple.  In  this  manner  the  rights 
and  wishes  of  the  mitiority  are  respected  and  maintained. 

Besides,  if  the  Federal  Assembly  should  at  any  time  during  its  term 
of  service  lose  its  hold  upon  the  people,  or  no  longer  represent  their 
wishes  and  convictions,  said  assembly  will  be  taught  by  this  method 
what  the  will  of  the  people  is  in  any  important  matter. 

Btit,  on  the  other  hand,  such  an  operation  may  be  convenient  only 
for  a  comparatively  small  country ;  for  a  large  country  like  the  United 
States  a  political  machinery  of  this  character  would  doubtless  be  too 
cumbersome  and  expensive. 

One  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  results  of  the  nse  of  the 
*^  referendum  "  in  Switzerland  is,  that  in  the  msgorityof  cases  the  peo- 
ple appear  to  be  more  conservative  than  their  chosen  representatives, 
and  the  lesson  taught  thereby  is:  The  people  may  always  be  trusted* 
I  have,  &c., 

M.  J.  ORAMEB.  ^ 
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No.  411. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Cramer, 

ISo.  95.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  3, 1884. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  Ko.  137  of  April  18  last,  in  which  you  allude 
to  the  requirements  of  Swiss  law  in  cases  of  expatriation,  1  have  to  say 
that  the  existence  of  the  diflBcuIties  which  you  point  out  in  the  matter 
of  collection  of  their  claims  to  property  by  our  naturalized  citizens  of 
Swiss  origin  further  shows  the  necessity  of  adjusting  the  whole  ques- 
tion by  a  proper  treaty  of  naturalization  between  the  two  countries. 

Your  attention  is  called  in  this  connection  to  instruction  Ko.  7,  of 
October  19,  1882.    The  requirements  of  the  Swiss  layr  to  which  you 
allude  have  been  communicated  to  the  press. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELIKGHUYSEN. 


TURKEY. 

No.  412- 
Mr,  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  303.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  December  16,  1883.  (Eeceived  Jan.  lO,  1884.) 
Sib  :  Respectftilly  referring  to  my  dispatch  No.  298,  dated  the  15th 
of  November  last,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the  further  informa- 
tion of  the  Department,  regarding  the  complaint  of  Messrs.  E[napp  and 
Reynolds,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  recently  from  the  former,  describ- 
ing his  identification  of  Moussa  Bey,  their  principal  assailant,  and  of  the 
latter's  subsequent  release.  I  send  also  a  copy  with  translation  of  a 
note  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  8th  instant,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  15th  of  November  last,  and  of  my  answer  to  the  same 
dated  the  13th  instant.      *     •     • 

I  have  informed  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  that  I  should  refer  the 
matter  to  my  Government. 

The  legation  must  now  suspend  further  action  in  this  case  until  it 
shall  receive  such  instructions  as  it  may  please  the  Department  to  give. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP, 
Chargi  d^ Affaires  ad  interim. 


llnolosnre  1  in  No.  303.] 

Mr,  Knapp  to  Mr,  Heap, 

BiTLis,  Turkey,  Novemi>er  12, 1883. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  •    •     «     •      i  have  been  requested  bv  Mr.  Eyres,  of  Van,  to  send 

him  details  of  my  identifjinff  the  Kurdish  assassin  who  so  severely  wounded  Dr. 

Beynolds,  and  beat  and  robbed  both  him  and  me  on  May  23.    Thinking  ii  might  be 

due  to  Justice  and  yourself  to  send  you  the  same  account»  I  will  here  giro  it.    On  ili« 


Uigitize'd  by 


Google 


TURKEY.  533 

29th  of  September  last  I  made  a  call  npon  Arif  Effeudi,  our  Yoli  Pasha,  and  during 
tbe  interview  he  took  occasion  to  say  that  we  had  reported  to  the  officials  at  Constan- 
1;iii6ple  that  one  Moussa  Bey  was  the  man  who  attacked  Dr.  Reynolds  last  May.  He 
said  that,  according  to  instructions  received,  he  would  summon  him,  and  if  I  did  not 
recognize  him  as  the  assailant  he  should  let  him  go ;  otherwise  he  would  detain  him 
as  a  prisoner. 

On  October  4  it  was  rumored  that  Moussa  Bey  went  to  the  mountains  south  of  his 
villapfe,  and  that  word  was  brought  back  by  the  biubachi  that  the  Bey  was  ill  and 
could  not  come. 

This  officer  was  sent  again  with  specific  instructions  to  bring  the  Bey  without  faiL 

On  October  22,  just  five  montbs  to  a  day  since  the  assault,  I  was  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  Moodier  Ocmooiuy  to  ideutify  the  assailaut. 

Before  going  I  called  Hohannes  Agh,  our  Protestant  arzkevbet,  and  inquired  if  he 
thoaght  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  go  ;  could  I  not  require  that  Moussa  Bey  he  brought 
to  my  door,  as  were  the  four  prisoners.  I  was  told  that  these  prisoners  were  subse- 
quently released  on  their  paying  a  bribe  of  two  Turkish  pounds  each  a  few  days 
after  the  tragedy.  He  told  me  that  Moussa  Bey  would  submit  himself  to  be  flayed  alive 
rather  than  condescend  to  come.  He  furthermore  t,old  me  that  I  was  bound  to  an- 
swer but  one  question,  '*  Do  you  recognize  the  assailant  among  those  brought  before 
you  t " 

I  felt  quite  ill  from  a  severe  cold  and  should  like  te  have  been  released  from  going. 
However,  taking  Baron  Havatvoa  as  interpreter,  and  two  servants,  we  mounted  our 
horses  and  in  twenty  minutes  reached  the  court-house. 

On  arriving  I  soon  saw  that  I  was  to  be  questioned  the  same  "Tadakhaz"  or 
jnd|2:e  before  whom  I  was  summoned  on  this  matter  June  11.  What  I  supposed 
iPTOuld  take  only  ten  minutes  proved  to  be  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  will  state  a  few 
questions  asked  me,  from  which  it  appeared  to  my  interpreter  and  me  they  were  be- 
iriending  Moussa  Bey. 

First,  the  Tadakhazsaid  to  me,  "  It  is  some  five  months  since  the  assault;  have  you 
an  opinion  who  committ<^d  it  ? '' 

I  replied,  "  I  do  not  know  who  did  it." 

**■  But  you  have  telegraphed  your  ambassador  that  Moussa  Bey,  the  son  of  Meza 
Bey,  and  two  others  named,"  giving  the  names. 

I  replied,  ''I  have  sent  no  such  names;  it  is  possible  my  associate  has,"  meaning 
Dr.  Beynolds. 

Another  question,  *'  Do  you  know  your  assailants  ?  " 

I  replied,  "  I  might  not  recognize  all  of  them,  but  I  thought  I  should  the  one  who 
used  the  sword." 

After  several  more  questions,  he  said:  *' We  have  summoned  your  assailants ;  do 
yon  wish  me  to  bring  them  before  you  t"  I  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Four,  I  think, 
were  ushered  into  the  court-room  attended  by  th-  ir  guards  and  several  spectators.  I 
scanned  the  face  of  each  very  closely,  and  pointing  my  finger  to  one,  said,  *'That  is 
.  the  man,  for  I  recognize  his  face."  He  had  come  in  with  an  afiected  unconcern,  but 
when  I  pointed  my  finger  at  him  his  countenance  suddenly  blanched.  He  was  of  me- 
dium height ;  had  a  florid  complexion ;  his  mustache  of  a  light  sandy  color,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  a  shade  darker ;  of  a  full  face,  and  apparently  near  thirty  years 
of  age.  He  had  on  a  large,  gay  head-dress  of  many  colors,  a  dark-colored  broad- 
cloth frock  coat,  and  high-heeled  shoes,  but  **  I  see  that  he  has  on  a  different  kind  of 
dress,"  said  I.  To  which  the  '*Tadakhaz"  replied,  **That  is  not  possible,  for  the  one 
he  has  now  is  his  customary  dress."  I  should  have  said,  'Hhat  is  the  man  who  used 
the  sword."  The  **Tadakhaz  "  wrote  down  his  name  as  Moussa  Bey,  son  of  Meza  Bey,  ' 
as  I  was  subsequently  told  by  my  interpreter.  I  was  asked,  **  Did  you  not  see  this  man 
at  your  stopping  place  the  night  before  the  attack  ?"  I  replied,  "  No."  At  this,  the 
man  left  his  companions  and  ascended  the  three  or  four  steps,  that  took  him  to  the 
platform,  and  stood  by  the  side  of  the  chair  in  which  I  was  seated.  I  was  then  asked, 
'*  How  was  it  that  he  should  have  come  into  the  room  where  you  were,  and  you  not 
see  him  f  "  I  replied,  **  The  room  was  very  dark  ;  the  light  of  the  only  tallow  candle 
was  dim.  I  was  very  much  fatigued,  and  I  did  not  pretend  to  notice  any  one,  and  on 
drinking  the  tea  the  doctor  gave  me,  I  immediately  lay  down  to  rest."  Upon  this 
moment  my  assailant  interrupted  me  by  saying,  **That  was  strange,  that  you  did 
DOt  see  me."     Whereupon  he  was  told  to  be  silent. 

I  was  repeatedly  cautioned  to  see  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  the  man,  at  whicfh  I 
told  the  court  the  particulars  of  the  appearance  of  the  three  assailants  as  they  walked 
in  Indian  file  up  the  hill  to  meet  us  singing  a  weird  song.  How  I  then  marked  his 
features,  and  then  said  to  myself  I  should  carry  the  expression  of  that  face  to  my 
grave,  and  that  I  thought  I  could  not  be  mistaken. 

Of  the  three  others  brought  before  me,  I  did  not  recognize  any  one  as  our  other  as- 
sailants, but  I  was  afterward  told  that  one  was  Moussa  Bey's  servant,  and  the  other 
two  were  strangers  brought  in  purposely  to  perplex  me. 

After  the  prisoners  were  taken  out  the  "  Tadakhaz  "  turned  around  and  feeling  that 
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he  was  going  to  trip  me  by  a  qnestion,  said,  *'  On  May  23,  wben  your  deposition  wm 
taken,  yon  said  that  Moussa  Bey  called  npon  yon  the  night  of  May  21.  How  la  it  that 
you  now  say  you  never  saw  him  t "  I  replied,  **I  have  never  seen  him  to  know  him, 
and  even  now  I  do  not  know  him  by  name.  When  the  deposition  you  refer  to  was 
taken  both  Dr.  Reynolds  and  I  were  present.  He  migh<.  have  said  that  Monsea  Bey 
called  upon  us,  but  I  then  made  no  such  statement." 

Ther*^  >*aH  one  Ha^ab  Efieudi,  brother  of  Arides  Effeudi,  present  in  court,  of  which 
he  is  a  uiember.  My  assailant  was  his  guest,  of  whom  he  stands  in  awe,  and  this 
Hagab  plied  me  with  questions  with  the  view  of  puzzling  me  and  so  defending  the  as- 
sailant. 

On  returning  home  I  inquired  of  Baron  Havatova,  my  interpreter,  what  was  die 
name  of  the  man  I  pointed  out  as  Dr.  Reynolds's  assailant.  He  replied,  "  Monsaa 
Bey."    Till  then  I  was  positive  that  it  was  he. 

During  this  investigation  there  was  a  man  in  the  ante-room  who  told  my  servant 
that  he  believed  Moussa  Bey  was  the  assailant,  and  added,  "he  murdered  my  brother.** 
I  have  been  told  that  Moussa  Bey,  while  a  boy,  mnnlered  a  Kurd.  It  is  the  prevailing 
opinion  that  he  is  the  man  who  attacked  the  doctor. 

He  was  not  imprisoned  while  here,  and  after  appearing  in  our  streets  a  few  days  he 
was  allowed  to  return  to  his  home  under  the  pretense,  I  am  told,  of  producing  the 
real  assailant,  he  saying  that  I  have  mistaken  the  man. 

Please  express  to  General  Wallace,  when  you  write  to  "him,  my  sincere  thanks  for 
his  sympathizing  letter;  and  I  pray  that  he  may  meet  with  abundant  snccesa  in  his 
attempt  to  protect  the  Amencan  missionaries  from  the  abuse  of  Turkish  subject 
1  remain,  &c., 

GEO.  C.  KNAPP, 
Missionary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F,  if. 


llnolosure  2  in  No.  808.— Translation.] 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr,  Heap. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  Deoemher  8,  18S3. 
MONSiKUR  LE  Charq^  D'AFFAIRES :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  two  notes  ^ou 
were  pleased  to  address  to  me  on  the  7th  and  12th  of  November  last.  No.  185,  relating 
to  the  act  of  aggression  of  which  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Knapp,  American  missionaries, 
were  the  subject,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ghuari^. 

T)ie  governor-general  of  the  vilayet  of  Bitlis,  of  whom  explanations  had  been  de- 
manded on  the  subject,  has  just  telegraphed  to  us  that  the  judicial  authorities  of  the 
province,  far  from  giving  evidence  of  the  least  negligence,  are  acting  with  the  greateal 
eelerity  in  the  examination  of  the  affair. 

Moussa  Bey,  designated  by  the  plaintiff  as  the  leader  of  the  aggressors,  was  imme- 
diately delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  authorities.  As  to  Osmon  and  Hassan,  accused 
of  complicity,  it  has  been  impossible  so  far  to  arrest  them,  their  domicile  not  having 
been  discovered.  Mr.  Knapp,  on  being  questioned  on  this  subject,  has  declared  that 
he  did  not  know  them  and  that  he  had  no  couiplaint  against  them.  The  tribunal 
before  which  the  case  was  brought  has,  in  consequence,  been  obliged  to  write  to  the 
.  attorney-general  at  Van  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  from  Dr.  Reynolds,  who 
is  at  present  in  that  town. 

Finally,  Arif  Pasha  gives  the  assurance  that  nothing  will  be  neglected  to  haatea 
the  course  of  justice. 

In  bringing  these  facts  to  your  knowledge,  I  seize,  &o., 

A.  AARIFI. 


|Inclo8ure  3  mNo.  303.— Translation.] 

«  Mr.  Heap  to  Aariji  Pasha. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  December  13, 1883. 
Monsieur  le  Ministre  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
that  your  highness  was  pleased  to  address  to  me  on  the  8th  instant,  No.  72953,  37, 
relative  to  the  explanations  which  bavd  reached  the  imperial  minlsti^  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  aggression  against  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  American  missionaries,  in 
If  ay  last,  in  uie  neighborhood  of  Ghuari^. 
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I  greatlj  regret  that  my  duty  obliges  me  to  inform  yonr  highness  that  the  reports 
I  have  reoeiyed  on  the  subject  do  not  agree  with  those  that  nave  been  made  to  the 
imperial  roinintry. 

Aliboagh  it  is  true  that  Mou»sa  Bey,  the  principal  assailant  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and 
HeynoldK,  and  who  Inflicted  the  nearly  mortal  wounds  on  the  latter,  from  which  he 
i8  not  yet  recovered,  was  requested  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  at  Bitlis.  to  be  con- 
fronted with  Mr.  Knapp,  by  whom  he  was  identified  as  one  of  his  assailants,  it  is  not 
the  leas  true  that  instead  of  being  delivered  up  to  justice,  as  stated  by  Arif  Pasha, 
he  ^vas  allowed  to  return  to  his  country  upon  promising  to  send  to  Bitlis  the  person 
who,  af'-cording  to  him,  was  the  real  culprit,  for^he  naturally  claimed  to  be  entirely 
^ailtless  of  the  crime. 

It  18  with  pain  that  I  must  state  that  the  proceedings  06 the  vilayet  of  Bitlis  in  the 
•curse  of  this  unfortunate  afluir  have  exhibited  the  most  indescribable  inertia  and 
indifference.  Moreover  the  unfortunate  reputation  of  Arif  Pasha  gives  us  but  little 
Teaaon  to  hope  that  the  assailants  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds  will  be  brought  to 
Jnstice  as  long  as  this  functionary  is  maintained  in  the  post  of  which  he  has  shown 
nimself  so  unworthy,  the  more  so  as  nearly  seven  months  have  elapsed  without  any 
serioQs  steps  being  taken  to  this  end. 

This  legation  having  been  unsuccessful,  notwithstanding  all  its  efforts,  in  obtaining 
any  reparation  for  the  outrages  of  which  my  fellow-citizens  have  been  the  victims, 
the  only  course  remaining  for  me  to  take,  your  highness,  is  to  protest  energetically 
ag^aiost  the  imperial  authorities  of  the  vilayet  of  Bitlis,  who  have  so  entirely  neglected 
their  duty,  and  to  transmit  to  my  Government  a  report  on  this  deplorable  affair,  with 
all  the  accounts  relating  to  it. 
I  beg,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


No.  413. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Ko.  148.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  17,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  received  Mr.  Heap's  dispatch,  No.  303,  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  complaint  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  who  were 
assaulted  by  brigands  in  Armenia  in  May,  1883. 

In  response  to  Mr.  Heap's  request  for  additional  instructions,  I  have 
to  say  that  this  Government  regards  the  case  of  those  gentlemen  as 
clearly  made  out  and  the  identification  of  the  principal  assailant  as 
complete.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  entirely  incompatible 
with  this  Government's  sense  of  dignity  to  attempt  to  support  by  argu- 
ment what  is  so  patent  as  to  need  no  such  support,  or  to  make  appeal 
to  Turkish  sense  of  equity  and  good-will  when  the  aggrieved  parties 
have  the  fullest  right  to  justice.  Consequently,  no  additional  instruc- 
tions will  be  given,  but  the  case  should,  upon  the  facts  as  they  are 
known  and  understood  by  your  legation,  be  energetically  renewed  and 
pressed  to  a  just  and  speedy  conclusion. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  414. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  315.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  January  24, 1884.     (Received  February  20.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  correspondence  with  his  highness, 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  certain  persons  claiming 
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American  citizenship  by  naturalization,  but  at  present  domiciled  in 
Palestine,  and  to  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  notes  upon  the 
subject  interchanged  up  to  the  present :  a  copy  of  the  minister's  com- 
munication, a  translation  of  that,  and  my  reply  thereto. 

1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Sub- 
lime Poi-te  has  application  to  the  little  colony  of  naturalized  American 
Jews,  which,  when  visiting  Jerusalem,  I  found  resident  there,  in  number 
thirty-five  or  forty.  They  are  mostly  old  men,  and  quite  i>oor,  who 
have  betaken  themselves  to  Palestine  as  the  most  sacred  of  places, 
thinking  that  if  they  bbhaved  themselves  and  lived  orderly  lives  they 
might  be  permitted  to  die  and  be  quietly  buried  theie.  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  more  than  probable  that  some  of  them  were  originally  llussian 
subjects. 

Permit  me  to  hope  that  my  reply  will  meet  your  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Inclosure  1  in  No.  315.— -Translation.] 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

note  vkrbalk. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affaika, 

Sublime  Porte,  January  *22,  1864. 

AccordiDg  to  reports  received  from  the  authorities  of  Jerusalem,  a  certain  namb«r 
of  Russian  subjects,  who  left  their  country  about  live  ^ears  ago  to  live  in  Palestine, 
have  been  declared  by  the  Russian  consular  authoiities  to  have  forfeited  their  na- 
tionality and  have  succeeded  at  a  subsequent  date  to  have  themselves  admitted  as 
American  citizens. 

A  naturalization  obtained  in  snch  conditions  could  evidently  not  be  recognized  by 
the  Imperial  Government  as  legitimate  and  valid.  The  ordin.-iry  principles  of  right 
oppose  themselves  to  its  admission  in  European  countries,  and  also,  a  fortiori,  in  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  where  the  capitulations  assure  to  foreigners  exceptional  immuni- 
ties,  and  where,  consequently,  the  control  to  be  exercised  by  the  authorities  on  a 
change  of  nationality  presents  an  indisputable  question  of  order. 

In  principle  and  in  strict  right,  any  foreigner  established  in  the  Empire  who  should 
lose  his  rights  to  his  original  nationality  must  be  considered  as  an  Ottoman  subject, 
and  if  he  desires  to  embrace  this  or  that  other  citizenship  he  is  bound  to  go  to  the 
country  whose  naturalization  he  desires  to  acquire  to  live  there  the  number  of  years 
fixed  hy  the  local  laws  and  conform  in  all  points  required  to  obtain  a  change  of 
natiouality. 

In  calling  the  att'Cntion  of  the  United  States  legation  to  the  preceding  considera- 
tions, the  Sublime  Porto  likes  to  hope  it  will  be  ^ood  enough  to  acknowledge  the 
justness,  and  transmit  conforma,ble  instructions  to  it«  consul  at  Jerusalem. 


[Inclosure  2  in  No.  315.] 

Mr,  JVallaoe  to  Aarifi  Pasha. 

Legation  of  the  United  Statf^s, 
Constantinople,  Januartf  SM,  18^4. 
Highness:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  vour  note  verbale,  No.  73^75, 
1,  dated  January  22, 1884,  relative  to  certain  persons  in  Palestine  who  were  originally 
Russian  subjects  but  have  succeeded  in  having  themselves  admitt«<l  as  Au.erican 
citizens. 

Ir.  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  communication  is  not  as  particular  in  its  terms 
as  the  importance  of  the  princii>les  involved  would  seem  to  justify.  There  are  three 
classes  oi  persons,  however,  to  which  the  application  may  be  meant:  Firot,  a  cia«a 
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olaiming  Americau  citizenship  who  have  not  even  taken  out  the  first  paper  required 
of  them  by  the  law  ;  second,  a  class  asserting  the  claim  who  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
take  out  the  first  paper,  renouncing  their  original  allegiance,  but  there  stopped ;  and 
third,  a  class  who  have  in  every  point  perfected  their  uaturalization  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  American  consul  at  Jerusalem  for  his  government  in 
the  matter  may  be  substantially  stated  for  the  sarisfaction  of  your  highness. 

A  copy  of  the  note  with  which  your  highness  has  honored  me  has  been  transmitted 
to  that  official  for  his  information ;  his  attention  is  then  particularly  called  to  the 
description  of  the  ptTHons  referred  to  therein,  and  he  is  directed  to  make  diligent  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  if  there  are  such  pertions  in  his  consular  jurisdiction.  If  he  finds 
there  are  any  fairly  within  tbe  first  of  the  classes  above  given,  he  is  simply  to  inform 
them  that  they  have  no  ri^ht  to  his  protection  ;  if  he  finds  any  who  are  proporly  of  the 
second  class  he  is  to  examine  their  papers,  take  copies  of  them,  and  report  upon  their 
autheiiticity ;  of  this  second  class  he  is  also  to  inquire  when  they  left  America,  how 
long  they  have  been  aboard,  how  loug  in  Pivlcsrine,  why  they  came  abroad,  why  they 
took  up'  residence  in  Palestine,  what,  business  they  are  there  engaged  in,  if  any, 
whether  they  intended  returning  to  America  when  they  left  its  shores,  and  keep  a 
record  of  their  an8W«*rs,  together  with  all  the  evidence  for  and  against  such  intention 
which  he  can  procure,  including  why  they  have  not  returned,  and  when  they  now 
purpose  doing  »o.  When  these  iuquirieH  are  concluded,  ho  is  directed  to  transmit  a 
full  report  of  everything  pertinent  to  the  subject  to  this  legation  through  the  con- 
sul ate-gen«^ral  in  Constantinople,  the  object  being  to  refer  each  of  such  cases  to 
Washington  for  consideration  there.  I  shall  be  happy  lo  apprise  your  highness  of  the 
decisinuB  arrived  at,  and  the  instructions  I  may  receive  concerning  them,  but  until 
then  I  cannot  admit  the  principles  and  rules  stated  in  your  note  as  applicable  to  per- 
sons of  this  second  class. 

As  to  persons  whom  he  may  find  of  the  third  class,  be  is  told  that  if  they  are  or- 
derly and  going  about  their  lawful  business,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  mindful  of  the 
laws  of  the  Empire,  they  have  a  right  t^o  live  there  unmolested ;  that  this  right  is  de- 
rived from  the  an(^ient  capitulations,  of  late  days  reaffirmed  by  the  treaties  existing 
between  the  two  Governments;  that  for  conveniency,  rather  than  a  yielding  up  of 
principle,  the  United  States  have,  in  instances,  temporarily  submitted  to  claims  in- 
sisted upon  by  friendly  Governments  against  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States 
formerly  subjects  of  those  friendly  Governments,  but  who  voluntarily  returned  and 
placed  themselves  under  their  jurisdiction;  that  as  yet  all  such  cases  have  been  set- 
tled by  amicable  diplomatic  arrangement ;  that  the  United  States  have  never  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  a  foreign  government  to  decide  upon  and  nullify  in  any  manner 
tbe  franchises  conferred  under  its  naturalization  laws,  much  less  have  they  sanc- 
tioned the  extraordinary  principle  which  appears  for  the  first  time  enunciated  in  yonr 
highness'  not«,  that  if  a  person  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  but  resident  in 
Turkey,  has  lost  his  original  nationality,  he  becomes  an  Ottoman  subject,  regardless  of 
his  American  naturalization  ;  that  whatever  ground  in  right  this  principle  may  have 
with  respect  to  naturalized  Aaierican  citizens  formerly  Tnrkish  subjects,  it  cannot  be 
permitted  application  to  a  naturalized  American  citizen  originally  the  subject  of  a  power 
not  Turkish.  In  accordance  with  these  views  the  consul  is  instructed  that  if  he  finds 
in  his  jurisdiction  many  or  few  naturalized  Americans  of  the  third  class  they  have  a 
right  to  call  upon  him  for  protection,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  protect  them:  and  to  that 
end  he  must  exhaust  the  means  usuall}^  of  resort  on  such  occasions;  failing  in  them, 
he  mnst  close  his  consulate  and  come  away,  if  possible  bringing  the  threatened  peo- 

Ele  with  him ;  and  that  I  have  no  doubt  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
ave  a  vessel  ready  to  receive  him  and  them.     These  are,  in  substance,  tbe  instruc- 
tions given,  and  I  leave  them  to  derive  additional  force  and  meaning  from   your 
highness'  great  intelligence  and  long  experience  in  international  affairs. 
I  avail,  &c.. 


No.  415. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  317.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  January  25,  1884.     (Received  February  20.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department,  for  its  consid- 
eration, a  copy  of  a  note  which  will  be  delivered  to  his  highness,  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  as  soon  as  a  translation  of  it  can  be  prepared. 
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The  subject  is  the  murderous  assault  committed  last  year  by  Kurds  upon 
Eev.  Mr.  Kuapp  and  Dr.  Eeynolds,  the  particulars  of  which  have  h^n 
heretofore  given  you. 

The  decision  to  resort  to  demands  for  indemnity  in  these  cases  is  the 
result  of  much  careful  reflection,  and  a  firm  belief  that  there  is  no  other 
method  of  accomplishing  redress.  A  reading  of  the  course  pursued  in 
the  matter  by  the  Turkish  authorities,  high  and  low,  will,  it  is  believed, 
bring  the  Department  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  to  an  approval  of  the 
step  i  have  assumed  to  take. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


finolosare  in  No.  317.] 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Aarifi  Pasha, 

note  vkrbalk. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  January  24,  18B4. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention 
•f  his  highness^  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  matters  following: 

By  note  No.  167,  June  13,  18d3,  the  legation  informed  his  highness  that  two 
American  citizens,  traveling  in  the  vilayet  of  Bitlis,  had  been  set  upon  by  Knrda, 
robbed,  and  left  to  die,  and  that  the  governor-general  of  the  vilayet  had  manifested 
the  most  singular  indifference  about  the  affair,  and  might  be  fairly  charged  with  re- 
sponsibility for  the  escape  of  the  malefactors.  The  suggestion  was  then  made  that  his 
highness  would  serve  the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice  by  ordering  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  to  be  taken  for  the  apprehension  of  the  robbers. 

By  a  communication.  No.  71236,  June  13,  1H83,  his  highness  was  good  enough  to 
answer  the  note  of  the  legation,  and  give  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  governor- 
general  had  succeeded  in  discovering  the  goods  taken  from  the  two  gentlemen,  and 
that  the  robbers  had  been  arrested  and  delivered  up  to  justice.  This  informatloQ 
his  highness  reported  as  derived  from  the  governor-general. 

This  report,  the  legation  found  it  necessary  to  correct,  and  for  that  purpose  it  ad- 
dressed a  second  note  to  his  highness  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  No.  179,  dated 
September  10,  1883,  declaring  that  the  robbers  had  not  been  arrested,  and  that  the 
goods  and  money  taken  from  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds  had  been  returned  to  them, 
but  in  small  parts.  Under  impression  that  it  was  yet  possible  to  obtain  the  powerftil 
assistance  of  the  Sublime  Porte  in  bringing  the  thieves  and  assassins  to  justice,  the 
legation  in  the  same  note  proceeded  to  give  the  full  particulars  of  the  affair,  both 
those  connected  with  the  assault  and  those  descriptive  of  the  action  of  the  governor- 
general.  Of  the  assault,  it  remarked  that  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  accepting 
tne  assurance  of  the  governor-general  that  the  roads  were  perfectly  safe,  set  out  on 
their  journey  without  a  guard  of  zaptiehs.  They  put  up  for  anight  at  a  house  where 
there  was  present  Moreoussa  Bey,  son  of  Meza  Bey,  an  influential  Kurdish  chief. 
When  they  took  their  coffee  they  failed  to  send  a  cup  of  it  to  the  said  Moussa,  who, 
feeling  himself  insulted  by  the  inattention,  took  four  assistants  and  next  day  waylaid 
the  gentlemen,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Knapp,  they  beat  with  clubs  until  they  supposed  him 
dead.  Moussa  Bey,  with  his  own  hand,  cut  down  Dr.  Reynolds,  giving  him  ten  cnte 
with  a  sword.  The  two  were  then  bound  and  dragged  into  the  bushes  and  there  left 
to  die.  That  there  might  be  no  excuse,  such  as  that  the  murderers  were  unknown,  the 
legation  gave  his  highness  the  names  of  the  subordinate  assassins  and  their  places 
of  abode,  Sherif  Oglon  Osmon  and  Iskan  Oglon  Hassan,  both  of  the  villege  of  Movnok. 
A  third  one  was  pointed  out  as  the  servant  of  Moussa  Bey,  living  in  the  village  of 
Kabiaa.  Of  the  action  of  the  governor- general  the  legation  said  further  that  when 
the  affair  was  reported  to  him  he  made  a  show  of  action  by  sending  zaptiehs  to  arrest 
the  robbers,  but,  singular  to  remark,  he  selected  Meza  Bey,  the  father  of  Moussa.  to 
take  charge  of  the  party.  Going  to  the  village  of  Auzont,  Meza  Bey  pointed  out 
four  Kurds  of  another  tribe  as  the  guilty  men,  took  them  into  custody  and  carried 
them  for  indentification  to  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  who  said  they  were  not  the 
assailants. 

During  the  night,  in  Aozou,  a  bundle  was  thrown  through  a  window  into  a  room 
occupied  bv  the  police,  which  on  examination  proved  to  contain  a  portion  of  the 
stolen  goods.    With  this  the  governor-general  rested  from  his  efforts  and  dispatched  to 
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Ilia  highness  the  minister  of  foreispi  affairs,  that  the  stolen  goods  were  recovered  and 
xetumed,  and  the  felons  captured  and  punished.  Ttiis  report  the  legation  took  the 
liberty  of  informing  his  highness  was  not  true,  also  that  the  chief  of  the  assassins, 
Hfonssa  Bey,  was  still  at  large;  and  to  emphasize  its  statement,  the  legation  further 
eaid  to  his*  highness  that  the  details  it  communicated  were  current  through  all  the 
rei^ion  of  Biths,  having  heen  first  given  out  by  Moussa  himself.  The  legation  then, 
in  tht)  same  note,  exposed  the  malt^ministration  of  the  governor-general  in  language 
plain  as  respect  for  his  kighness,  the  minister,  and  for  the  Sublime  Porte  would  per- 
mit, and  suggested  as  the  only  means  of  accomplishing  anything  like  redress  that  a 
"brave,  impartial  officer  be  sent  to  Bitlis  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  governor 
and  take  the  afi'air  in  his  own  hands.  *'  Such  a  step,''  it  was  added,  '*  might  serve  to 
save  the  lives  of  man^  Christians,"  and  it  was  furtner  represented  that  "  could  th« 
aasassins  be  brought  to  just  sentence  it  would  unquestionably  lessen  the  demand  for 
indemnity  which  otherwise  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  legation  to  present  against 
^e  Imperial  Government  in  this  connection." 

On  November  7,  1883,  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  by  a  third  note,  No.  184, 
communicated  to  his  highness,  the  minister  of  foreign  afi'airs,  that  the  governor- 
general  of  Bitlis  bad  confronted  four  persons  with  Mr.  Knapp  for  identification,  and 
that  that  gentleman  had  recognized  Moussa  Bey  as  one  of  those  who  had  robbed  and 
i^onnded  him.  The  legation  of  the  United  States  then  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
minister  of  foreign  afiairs  would  give  proper  orders  for  bringing  Moussa  Bey  and  his 
companions  in  crime  before  the  tribunals  for  trial. 

Still  later,  on  November  1'2,  18H3,  the  legation  of  the  United  States  addressed  a 
fbnrth  note,  No.  185,  to  his  highness,  the  minister  of  foreign  afi'airs,  detailing  again 
the  circumstances  of  the  attempted  murder  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  and  rep- 
resenting the  untrust worthiness  of  the  governor-general  by  charging  that  Moussa 
Bey  had  already  obtained  from  him  assurances  of  immunity  in  the  event  of  a  trial 
and  (conviction. 

His  highness,  the  minister,  was  then  requested  that,  if  it  was  decided  to  maintain  the 
governor-general  at  his  post,  orders  be  given  for  the  transfer  of  the  criminals  to  Oon- 
stantino]>le  for  trial. 

The  three  notes  last  named  of  the  leiratiou  of  the  United  States  have  not  been  an- 
swered by  his  highness,  the  minister  ot  foreign  afi'airs,  except  in  a  note,  dated  Decem- 
ber 8,  18&,  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  renew  assurances  based  upon  telegrams  from  the 
govei-nor-general,  which  are  utterly  unreliable. 

Wherefore,  abandoning  hope  of  justice  through  the  governor-general  of  Bitlis,  and 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  empire,  the  legation  of  the  United  States  finds  itself  com- 
pelled to  change  its  form  of  application  for  redress,  and  demand  of  the  Sublime  Porte 
mdeinnity  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds  for  the  former  £1,500,  and  for  th« 
latter,  because  of  the  more  serious  nature  of  his  injuries,  £2,000. 


No.  416. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 
[Extract.] 

No.  31 8. J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  January  26,  1884.    (Received  February  20.) 

Sib  :  The  legation  has  been  in  receipt  of  several  notes  from  his  high- 
nesSt  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  lists 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  in  Constantinople  and  other 
part«  of  the  Empire.  Of  these  notes  copies  are  transmitted  as  inclos- 
ures  1,  3,  and  5,  with  translations  numbered  2, 4,  and  6.  Understanding 
from  other  quarters  that  the  movement  for  such  lists  will  be  extended 
to  the  whole  country,  dependent  in  a  measure  upon  the  nature  of  the 
replies  received  in  response  to  these  invitations,  it  occurred  to  me  to 
draw  a  paper  which  might  be  taken  as  of  general  application,  and  a 
copy  of  it  is  accordingly  forwarded  for  your  information. 

That  the  Sublime  Porte  has  a  design  underlying  the  requests  here- 
with inclosed,  there  is  little  doubt.  The  measure  started  against  the 
colony  of  Jewish  Americans  in  Palestine  may  be  accepted  as  an  indica- 
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tion  of  the  natare  of  that  design ;  and  as  in  that  measure  the  Sablime 
Porte  appears  disposed  to  take  jurisdiction  of  questions  concemingr  the 
validity  of  the  naturalization  of  American  citizens  of  foreign  birth  red- 
dent  in  its  jurisdiction,  it  has  seemed  to  me  advisable  to  oppose  such  a 
claim  in  its  inception. 

Probably  this  is  as  good  an  opportunity  as  may  present  itself  to  re- 
mark upon  the  o|>po8ition  which  would  appear  the  general  rule  to  meas- 
ures proposed  by  the  Turks,  not  a  few  of  which  on  their  face,  and,  in 
fact,  are  reasonable  and  proper  enough. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  always  remembered  that  while  the  Christian 
powers  have  no  hope  of  acquiring  for  their  subjects  in  Turkey  any  new 
or  additional  privilege — political,  social,  religious,  or  commercial — the 
serious  and  persistent  attempts  to  deprive  those  subjects  of  rights 
already  conceded  have  driven  the  powers  unitedly  into  a  policy  of  de- 
fense, and  that,  simply  speaking,  is  the  meaning  of  these  constant  re- 
fusals of  the  overtures  and  assertions  which  come  to  them  from  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Secondly,  confining  observation  to  American  interests 
exclusively,  it  will  in  most  iustances  prove  the  case  that  we  must  resist 
measures  set  on  foot  by  the  Sublime  Porte,  not  because  the  measures 
themselves  are  unjust,  but  because,  if  we  consent  to  them  and  the  other 
powers  protest,  it  will  follow  necessarily  that  our  people  will  be  thrown 
into  conditions  of  comparative  disadvantage. 

•  •••««• 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[luolosure  1  in  No.  318  — Transladon.] 

Jarifi  Pasha  to  Mr,  Wallace, 

circular  note  verbale. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte^  July  26,  1863. 
It  appears  from  a  commuuioation  received  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that 
foreigners  living  at  Makrikeny  refuse  to  allow  themselves  to  be  inscribed  on  the  censos 
re^ster  until  their  consulates  invite  them  to  submit  themselves  totho  formality. 

In  bringing  this  fact  before  the  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
ministry  of  foreign  affairs  begs  it  to  be  good  enough  to  instruct  whom  it  may  concern 
so  that  the  American  citizens  established  in  the  locality  above  mentioned  may  no 
longer  object  to  the  census. 


[InoloRure  2  in  No.  818.~Traiul»tion.] 
Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr,  Heap, 

CIRCUlyAR. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  PorU,  December  16,  1883. 
Monsieur  le  Charge  d'affaires: 

To  be  able  to  answer  with  greater  facility  questions  addressed  to  it  by  the  dilferent 
administrations  coucerniug  the  nationality  of  foreign  subjects  who,  to  carry  on  their 
business,  are  obliged  to  establish  their  identity  and  their  qualification,  the  bureau  of 
nationality  of  my  department  asks  to  be  put  in  possession  of  a  list  of  foreign  subjects 
living  in  Constantinople  and  the  suburbs.  I  would  therefore  be  much  obliged  iC  yon 
would  kindly  have  a  list  made  containing  the  names  of  those  under  your  jurisdiction 
and  transmit  it  to  the  Imperial  minintry. 
Accept,  Ac, 

A.  AAKIFI. 
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[Indosare  3  in  No.  818.~Traoslatioii.  i 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  3fr.  Wallace, 

circular  note  verbalb. 

Ministry  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  December  19,  1883. 

It  appears  from  a  recent  report  of  the  governor-general  of  Adrianople  that  the 
American  consul  in  that  city  refuses  to  assist  the  commission  charged  with  the  in- 
scription of  foreign  subjects  residing  in  the  province,  until  he  receives  formal  instruc- 
tions  from  his  superior  aathorities  to  that  end. 

The  formality  in  question  beins  in  the  interest  of  foreiguers,  and  as  it  will  facilitate 
the  expedition  of  their  atfairs  and  put  an  end  to  contestations  of  nationality,  the  min- 
istry of  foreign  affairs  thinks  necessary  to  refer  to  the  former  communications  on  this 
subject,  and  has  the  honor  again  to  beg  the  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  be  good  enough  to  have  the  necessary  instructions  transmitted  to  it«  agent  at 
Adrianople  so  that  he  may  no  longer  object  to  the  inscription  of  American  citizens  by 
tbe  above  mentioned  commission. 


rinolotnre  4  in  No.  318.  | 

Mr,  fVallaoe  to  Aarifi  Pasha, 

note  verbale. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Conhianiinopley  January  25,  1884. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  ot  circular  notes  verbales  from  his  highness  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  rela- 
tive to  the  inscription  of  American  citizens  resident  in  the  empire. 

The  legation  ot  the  United  States  observes  that  his  highness  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  is  pleased  to  remark  that  the  inscriptions  requested  are  formalities  of  interest 
to  foreigners  themselves,  being  essential  to  facilitate  their  business,  and  put  an  end 
to  contests  touching  their  nationality.  The  wisdom  of  the  purpose  stated  is  admitted 
bv  the  legation  of  tne  United  States,  and  to  still  further  promote  the  very  laudable 
object,  I  will  be  very  happy  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  nis  highness,  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  upon  the  conditions : 

(1)  That  the  Sublime  Porte  will  consent  that  the  persons  whose  names  are  inscribed 
in  the  lists  as  they  ma^  be  returned  to  the  legation  by  the  several  consuls  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  transmittal  to  his  highness  are  in  fact  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  contest  about  the  citizenship  of 
those  inscribed  6n  any  of  them  by  any  official  or  before  any  tribunal  of  the  Imperial 
Government  after  the  lists  are  transmitted  to  his  highness,  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs. 

(2)  That  a  certificate  of  any  consul  or  consular  agent  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica resident  in  the  Empire,  duly  attested  by  his  official  seal,  stating  that  the  bearer 
of  the  certificate  is  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  shall  be  definitive  proof  of  that 
fjAot  and  receivable  as  such  for  all  intents  and  purposes  by  all  officials  of  the  Imperial 
Government  of  Turkey  to  whom  they  may  at  any  time  be  presented. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  trusts  that  his  highness  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  will  accept  the  conditions  stated  as  equitable  and  just,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
designed  the  more  certainly  to  promote  the  interest  of  every  person  inscribed,  by  re- 
ferring the  question  of  citizenship  as  a  fact  where  it  rightfully  belongs — that  is  to  the 
oonsnis  and  consular  agents  of  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United^States. 

Upon  receiving  the  assent  of  his  highness  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  con- 
ditions named,  the  legation  of  the  United  States  will  take  pleasure  in  directing  fuU 
lists  of  the  kind  requested  to  be  immediately  perfected,  whereupon  they  will  be  at 
once  transmitted  to  nis  highness,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


642  FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

Ko.  417. 
Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

1  Extract.] 

No.  322.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  February  6,  1884.    (Received  Febraary  25.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  oom- 
mnnication  from  the  Sublime  Porte  upon  the  subject  of  the  attack  upon 
Messrs.  Knapp  and  Eeynolds.  It  would  seem  to  have  been  prepared 
before  the  reception  of  my  note  demanding  indemnity,  although  it  act- 
ually came  to  hand  after  that  paper  had  been  dispatched  to  his  big- 
ness, the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

It  is  in  effect  but  a  repetition  of  former  notes,  having  no  better  fouA- 
dation  for  its  explanations  and  assurances  than  the  reports  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Bitlis. 

His  highness,  the  minister  of  foreign  affiairs,  has  not  been  to  his  oflioi 
for  more  than  two  weeks.    ♦    *    ♦ 

The  last  time  I  had  the  hon^T  of  an  interview  with  his  highness,  the 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  he  told  me  plainly  that  it  had  been  re- 
solved in  the  council  of  ministers  to  recall  the  governor  of  Bitlis.  I 
pressed  him  to  tell  me  when  the  order  would  be  put  in  execution.  H.% 
would  give  me  no  assurance  or  promise.  From  the  note  forwarded  to 
you,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  governor  is  still  in  of&ce  and  that  the  Sab- 
lime  Porte  continues  him  in  its  confidence. 
I  have,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLAOB. 


[Inolosare  in  No.  822.--Tran8]Ation.] 
Aarifi  Paaha  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  January  ^  ISSI. 

Mr.  Envoy  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  Mr.  Heap  was  flfood  enoneh  to  addra« 
me  the  13th  December  last,  No.  190.  relative  to  the  attack  of  which  Messrs.  Kni^p 
and  Reynolds  were  the  objects,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ghnvrie. 

I  have  not  failed  to  commanicate  the  matter  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  wlw 
has  in  response  transmitted  me  the  explanatory  circumstances  which  the  imperial 
authorities  of  the  province  of  Bitlis  have  given  him  of  the  subject.  As  a  resoltof 
the  information  which  has  been  ^iven  them  of  the  attack,  the  imperial  authorities 
have  shown  the  greatest  zeal  in  investigating  the  affair.  All  the  goods  and  eflfeeto 
stolen  were  immediately  recovered  and  restored  to  their  owners.  At  the  same  tims 
the  suspected  persons  found  in  the  village  where  the  said  property  was  secreted  havs 
been  arrested,  but  when  confronted  with  Mr.  Knapp,  he  having  declared  that  hs 
did  not  recognize  them  as  his  assailants,  they  were  naturally  turned  loose.  Ldater, 
upon  the  representation  of  the  United  States  legation,  Moussa  Bey  was  arrested  as 
the  principal  culprit :  Uut  upon  being  confronted  in  turn  with  Mr.  Knapp,  the  latter 
declared  that  he  had  no  grievance  against  him,  and  he  was  not  recognizable  by  hiB 
associate,  and  that  he  had  never  made  complaints  agaiubtthem.  Nevertheless,  orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  imperial  attorney  at  Van,  that  he  ask  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  is 
at  present  in  that  city,  some  explanations  on  the  point.  But  as  Moussa  Bey  eoald 
not  be  equitably  eommitted  on  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Knapp,  he  was  also  turned  loose 
under  bail,  conformably  to  the  law. 

The  local  authorities  continue  to  exert  all  their  efforts  to  accomplish  the  discoYery 
and  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  who  are  sought  for  with  all  possible  diligenoe. 

In  consequence  of  the  explanations  above  given,  I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  so 
good  as  to  recognize  in  Justice  that  the  imperial  authorities  of  the  vilayet  of  BitUs 
are  exeriing  themselves  all  they  can  to  fulfill  their  duties. 
Kindly  accept,  &o., 

A.  AABIFL 
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No.  418. 

Mr.  WalUice  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  327.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  February  14,  1884.  (Received  March  5.) 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  instructions  sent  Mr. 
Merrill,  United  States  consul  at  Jerusalem,  for  his  government  in  the 
matter  of  American  naturalized  citizens  resident  in  his  consular  juris- 
diction whom  the  Imperial  Government  proposes  to  convert  into  Turk- 
ish subjects.  See  my  dispatch  No.  315,  January  24  last. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACH. 


rindoanre  1  in  No.  M7.1 

[ExtnMst.J 

Mr,  Wallace  to  Mr.  Heap, 

Lkoation  of  the  United  States, 

Conhtantinophj  January  4,  1884. 

Sir:  Toar  attention  is  respectfully  caUed  to  the  accompanying  noieverbale  from  th« 
Sublime  Porte,  and  you  are  requested  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  a  copy  of  it  to  Mr. 
MerriU,  the  United  States  consul  at  Jerusalem,  for  his  information.  Touching  th« 
snhject  of  the  said  note,  you  are  also  requested  to  instruct  Mr.  Merrill  as  follows : 

There  are  three  classes  of  persons  to  whom  the  note  of  the  Sublime  Porte  may  haT« 
application :  First,  a  class  claiming  American  citizenship  who  have  not  even  taken 
out  the  first  papers  required  of  them  by  the  law ;  second,  a  class  asserting  the  claim 
who  have  gone  so  far  as  to  take  out  the  first  paper  renouncing  their  original  aUe- 
giance. but  there  stopped;  and  a  third  class  who  have  in  every  point  perfected  their 
naturalization  as  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

If  Consul  Merrill  finds  within  his  jurisdiction  persons  claiming  his  protection  wb* 
are  fairly  within  the  first  of  the  classes  given,  he  will  inform  them  they  have  no  claim 
upon  him;  if  he  finds  any  who  are  properly  of  the  second  class,  he  will  examine 
their  papers,  take  copies  of  them,  and  report  upon  their  authenticity.  Of  this  second 
class  he  will  also  inquire  when  they  left  the  United  States,  how  long  they  have  been 
in  Palestine,  what  business  they  are  there  engaged  in,  if  any,  why  they  came  abroad, 
why  they  took  up  residence  in  Palestine,  whether  they  intended  to  return  to  America 
when  they  left  its  8hort>s,  why  they  have  not  returned,  and  if  they  intend  to  return. 
He.will  keep  record  of  their  answers,  together  with  all  evidence  of  whatever  kind  he 
«an  procure  for  or  against  such  intention.  When  his  inquiries  are  concluded  he 
will  transmit  a  full  report  of  everything  pertinent  to  the  subject  to  this  legation 
through  your  consulate,  the  object  being  to  refer  each  of  such  cases  to  Washington  for 
oonsioeration  there.  As  to  persons  whom  he  may  find  of  the  third  class,  if  they  art 
orderly  and  going  about  their  lawful  business,  whatever  it  be,  they  have  aright  to  liv* 
there  unmolested.  This  right  is  derived  from  the  ancient  capitulations,  of  late  days 
reaffirmed  by  treaties  existing  betwee  >  the  two  Governments;  that  for  conveniency, 
rather  than  a  yielding  up  of  principl6,  the  United  States  have  in  instances  temporarilT 
submitted  to  claims  insisted  upon  by  friendly  Governments  against  naturalized  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  formerly  subjects  of  those  friendly  Governments,  but  who 
voluntarily  returned  and  placed  themselves  under  their  jurisdiction;  that  as  yet  all 
such  cases  have  been  settled  by  amicable  diplomatic  arrangements;  that  the  United 
States  have  never  admitted  the  right  of  a  foreign  Government  to  decide  upon  or  nullify 
in  any  manner  the  franchises  conferred  under  its  naturalization  laws,  much  less  have 
they  sanctioned  the  extraordinary  principle  which  appears  for  the  first  time  enun- 
ciated by  the  Sublime  Porte — that  if  a  person  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  but 
resident  in  Turkey,  has  lost  his  original  nationality,  it  having  been  other  than  Turk- 
ish, he  becomes  an  Ottoman  subject  regardless  of  nis  American  naturalization  ;  that 
whatever  ground  in  ri^ht  this  principle  may  have  as  respects  naturalized  American 
citizens  formerly  Turkish  subiects,  it  cannot  be  permitted  application  to  a  natural- 
ized American  citizen  originally  the  subject  of  a  power  not  Turkish.  In  accordance 
with  these  views,  Consul  Merrill  wiU  be  informed  that  all  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
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United  States  within  his  jnrisdictiou  have  a  right  to  eall  upon  him  for  protection, 
and  that  it  is  his  duty  to  protect  them.  To  that  end  he  must,  if  ne<;essary,  ezhaast 
the  means  usually  of  resort  on  such  occasions. 

•  #*•*•  • 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


No.  419. 
Mr.  Frelimjhuysen  to  Mr.  Wallace, 

No.  163.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  23,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  317,  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.Mr.Knapp  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  mur- 
derously attacked  by  Kurds  near  Bitlis,  and  to  say  that,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  before  the  Department,  the  inaction  of  the 
governor  of  Bitlis  and  the  failure  of  the  supreme  Government  to  force 
him  to  undertake  such  measures  as  the  case  evidently  demanded,  must 
be  regarded  as  a  denial  of  justice.  While  this  Government  is  always 
averse  to  making  money  demands  for  indemnity  in  countries  whose  ad- 
ministration of  justice  may  differ  from  our  own,  the  Department  feels 
compelled  to  resort  to  this  remedy  under  circumstances  which  mani- 
festly make  the  local  officers  and  the  Government  of  the.  Porte  respon- 
sible for  the  failure  to  do  justice  in  this  case. 

The  action  reported  in  your  dispatch  is,  consequently,  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

PRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  420. 
Mr,  Wallace  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  337.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

GonstantinoplCj  February  28, 1884.     (Received  March  21*.) 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  and 
translation  of  a  communication  received  last  night  from  his  highness^ 
the  minister  of  foreign  afi'airs,  in  reply  to  the  portion  of  my  note  to  the 
grand  vizier.  No.  201,  pertaining  to  the  demand  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Man- 
rice  Pflaum. 

With  my  previous  dispatches  upon  this  subject  on  the  flies  of  the  De- 
partment, and  of  easy  reference,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  particularly 
notice  the  points  the  worthy  minister  is  pleased  to  dwell  upon  in  the 
communication  now  transmitted.  To  one  sentence,  however,  I  beg  per- 
mission to  call  your  attention.  Referring  to  Dr.  Pflaum's  alleged  bat- 
tery of  a  sergeant  and  corporal,  bis  highness  says : 

This  act  falling  within  the  pnrview  of  the  law,  the  jndioial  anthorities  have 
necessarily  to  takehold  of  it,  all  the  more  that  the  Imperial  Oovemment  cannot  aban- 
don the  position  it  has  always  maintained  in  affirmance  of  the  competency  of  the 
Ottoman  coarts  in  criminal  canses.  The  meaning  is  very  plain.  It  is  a  declaration 
of  the  intent  of  the  Snblime  Porte  to  give  effect  to  its  pretension  with  respect  to  Ar- 
ticle IV  of  the  treaty  of  1830.  Thus  understood  it  is  for  the  President  to  deoide 
whether  oar  view  of  that  article  is  to  be  maintained  or  not. 
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Another  point  put  forward  by  his  highness  is  equally  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. It  will  be  observed  he  defends  the  assumption  of  the  court 
at  Axos  to  hear  and  condemn  Dr.  Pllaum  in  a  criminal  prosecution, 
there  being  no  consular  delegate  present.  This  is  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  plain  meaning  of  paragraph  10  of  the  protocol  of  1874,  concern- 
ing the  right  of  foreigners  to  own  real  estate  in  Turkey.  The  '*  nine 
hours'^  provision,  as  it  there  ai)pears,  gives  jurisdiction  to  the  native 
tribunals  for  the  trial  of  foreigners  without  the  assistance  of  a  consular 
delegate  within  limitations:  first,  for  for  actions  (civil)  not  exceeding 
1,000  piasters ;  and,  second,  for  offenses  (criminal)  entailing  a  maximum 
tiue  of  500  piasters.  Unfortunately  Dr.  Pflaum's  sentence  was  imprison- 
ment. To  make  the  usurpation  of  the  authorities  of  Axos  still  more 
glaring,  they  executed  the  judgment  in  violation  of  paragraph  13  of 
the  same  protocol,  which  says : 

In  all  cases  the  forcible  execution  of  the  judgments,  issued  on  the  conditions  de- 
termined hei*etofore  ($  10),  shall  not  take  place  without  the  co-operation  of  the  consul 
or  of  his  delegate. 

p^The  authorities  imprisoned  Dr.  Pflaum  without  such  co-operation,  in 
fact,  against  the  protest  of  the  American  consul. 

These  two  clauses  as  always  heretofore  interpreted  have  formed  most 
important  defenses  for  Christians  remotely  resident  from  their  consuls, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  good  policy  requires  their 
steady  maintenance  against  the  assumptions  put  forth  by  his  highness, 
the  minister  of  foreign  aflfairs. 

My  reply  to  his  highness  is  inclosed  by  copy. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Indosore  1  in  No.  337.~Tran8lation.] 

AaHfi  Pasha  to  Mr,  Wallaoe. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  February  27.  1884. 

Monsieur  l'Envoy^:  With  my  note  of  the  30th  of  September  last,  No.  7i2,  62,  32, 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  qnestion  of  Dr.  Pflaum,  an  American 
citizen,  had  been  submitted  to  the  appreciation  of  the  ministry  of  justice. 

The  answer  of  that  department  has  arrived  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  which  has  thought 
necessary  to  make  it  the  object  of  a  new  examination. 

The  facts  as  disclosed  by  the  inquiry  to  which  it  had  been  proceeded  on  the  spot  have 
been  confined  in  the  note  of  my  department  dated  the  14th  of  August,  No.  717,  14,  27. 
Thev  establish  to  the  evidence  the  wrongs  of  Dr.  Pflaum,  who,  not  being  satisfied  by 
having  insulted  the  director  of  the  tithes,  ill-treated  and  beat  a  sergeant  and  a  cor- 
poral, wounding  also  the  latter,  while  they  were  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
This  act  falling  under  the  thumb  of  the  law,  the  judicial  authority  had  to  take  it  up, 
BO  much  the  more  that  the  Imperial  Ooveriiment  cannot  abandou  the  point  of  view 
to  which  it  has  always  placed  itsolf  to  affirm  the  competency  of  the  Ottoman  tribu- 
nals in  penal  matters. 

If,  however,  the  court  of  Axos  has  tried  Dr.  Pflaum  in  the  absence  of  a  consular 
delegate,  the  reason  of  this  is  that  no  consulate  was  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity,  that 
is  to  say,  within  a  distance  of  nine  hours  from  the  place  where  the  acts  laid  to  his 
charge  took  place — a  circumstance  that,  in  conformity  with  the  dispositions  of  the 
protocol  annexed  to  the  law  of  the  7th  September,  1284,  gives  within  some  limits  to 
the  local  authorities  the  right  to  have  a  foreigner  tried  without  the  assistance  of  the 
consular  delegate.  It  is  true  also  that  the  protocol  appealed  to  does  not  grant  the 
right  of  trial  without  any  consular  assistance  except  in  cases  where  the  committed 
contraventions  would  not  carry  but  the  condemnation  to  a  fine  of  500  piasters  maxi- 
mom. 

With  that  the  minister  of  justice  is  of  opinion  that  the  administratiye  authority 
having  no  quality  to  intervene  in  the  action  of  the  tribunals,  the  independence  of 
which  is  solemnly  consecrated  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  Dr.  Pflaum  may  on  the 
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basis  of  tbe  same  protxtcol  make  an  appeal  before  tbe  conrt  of  tbe  saDdjak  against 
the  judgment  given  by  tbe  court  of  Axos  and  get  himself  attended  by  a  delegate  of 
tbe  couHulate  to  which  he  belongs. 

On  its  side  my  department  will  renew  its  correspondence  with  the  competent 
ministry  in  order  to  apply  to  the  official  who  sbould  be  found  in  fault  in  this  affair 
such  measure  of  punishment  as  ho  shall  have  incurred  by  his  conduct. 

I  hope  the  decision  arrived  at  will  satisfy  your  excellency. 

As  to  according  Dr.  Pflaum  a  pecuniary  indemnity,  the  Im|>erial  Government  can- 
not recognize  such  a  claim,  judicial  redress  being  open  to  him,  as  I  had  the  honor  to 
state  above.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judicial  authorities  to  examine  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  and  for  them  to  give  a  final  decision ;  besides,  in  penal  causes,  there  is  no 
legal  provision  giving  a  private  individual,  who  feels  himself  injured,  tbe  right  to 
claim  pecuniary  indemnity  from  the  state. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  kindly  appreciate  at  their  true  value  the  preceding 
considerations. 

Please  accept,  &c., 

A.  AARIFI. 


llncloanre  2  in  No.  337.] 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Jarifl  Pasha, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinoplef  Februartf  27,  1864. 

Highness  :  In  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  date.  No.  73708,  6,  in  reply 
to  so  much  of  the  communication  which  I  bad  the  honor  of  delivering  to  bis  highness^ 
the  grand  vizier,  as  pertained  to  my  demands  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Pflanm,  I  beg  per- 
mission to  state  some  objections  to  certain  positions  which  it  baa  pleased  yon  to  as- 
sume therein. 

Tbe  declaration  you  indulge  respecting  ^Hbe  competency  of  the  Ottoman  conrts 
in  criminal  cases,"  while  carefully  noted,  is  sufficiently  covered  by  former  protests  of 
mv  Government. 

Your  highness  also  defends  the  assumption  of  right  to  try  and  condemn  Dr.  Pflanm 
on  a  criminal  charge  in  tbe  absence  of  an  American  consnl  or  delegate,  resting  the 
claim  of  right  upon  ^paragraph  10  of  the  protocol  of  1874,  regnlative  of  the  holding  of 
real  property  by  foreigners  in  Turkey.  You  will  permit  me  to  object  to  your  interpre- 
tation of  that  paragraph.  If  it  be  true  that  Axos  is  nine  hours  distant  from  the 
nearest  American  consular  agency,  still  Dr.  Pflanm's  case  was  not  a  civil  action,  nor  was 
it  an  offense  (criminal)  entailing  a  maximum  fine  of  500  piasters.  The  conrt  sentenced 
him  to  imprisonment,  and  in  doing  so  was  guilty,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  flagrant  nsar- 
pation.  Nor  did  the  misconduct  stop  at  that ;  in  violation  of  paragraph  13  of  tbe 
same  protocol,  the  authorities  proceeded  to  a  forcible  execution  of  the  judgment 
against  Dr.  Pflanm  **  withont  the  co-operation  of  a  consul  or  of  bis  delegate." 

These,  I  beg  to  say,  are  the  essential  abuses  complained  of  in  the  case  by  this  lega- 
tion. 

I  await,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


No.  421. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Wallas. 

Na.  167.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  29,  1884. 

SiE :  Your  dispatch  No.  318,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  reports  the  several 
requests  addressed  to  you  by  the  Porte  looking  to  your  interveotion  to 
secure  an  official  census  registry  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  Turkish  dominions,  and  acquaints  me  with  your  reply 
of  January  25,  in  the  form  of  a  note  verbale  sent  to  the  imperial  minis- 
try for  foreign  affairs. 

I  readily  comprehend  the  difficulties  pointed  out  in  your  dispatch, 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  prompt  accession  to  these  apparently  simple  and 
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practical  requests.  In  addition  to  tliese,  however,  most  of  which,  as 
yon  rightly  explain,  concern  only  the  peculiar  relations  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Porte  which  spring  from  the  capitulations  and  from  the 
radical  differences  of  administrative  methods  in  the  two  countries,  there 
is  another  consideration,  general  in  its  application,  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  found  it  necessary  to  insist  upon  in  its  dealings  with  certain 
of  its  neighbors,  notably  Mexico,  and  which  might  arise  with  Turkey, 
if  it  be  admitted  that  we  are  under  an  obligation  to  cause  a  registry  or 
our  citizens  abroad  to  be  made.  While  such  registry  may  be  conven- 
ient in  the  relations  of  countries,  it  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  determina- 
tion of  the  question  of  citizenship.  Failure  to  register  should  not  ex- 
clude the  party  from  opportunity  to  show  his  citizenship  by  competent 
proof;  and  a  Government  which  has  failed  through  any  cause  to  procure 
the  registry  of  one  of  its  citizens  in  the  consular  list  can  under  no  cir- 
cumstances be  deemed  to  have  thereby  barred  its  citizen  or  estopped 
itself  from  the  diplomatic  resort  in  case  of  wrong  being  done  to  him. 

Hence  this  Government  abstains  from  any  action  which  might  imply 
an  obligation  on  its  part,  or  on  the  part  of  its  ofBcers,  to  furnish  any 
foreign  Government  with  lists  of  those  whom  it  will,  in  a  given  emer- 
gency, protect  as  citizens.  The  laws  of  the  foreign  state  may  require 
some  form  of  registration.  In  such  a  case,  although  it  is  no  part  of  the 
duty  of  our  ofBcers  abroad  to  execute  the  local  police  regulations  with 
regard  to  their  fellow-citiavens,  we  place  no  obstacle  in  the  way ;  on  the 
contrary,  where  such  local  registry  requires  the  production  and  filing 
of  a  consular  certificate  independent  of  or  supplementary  to  a  regular 
passport,  our  regulations  permit  the  issuance  of  such  a  certificate. 
(Consular  Eegulations,  1881,  paragraph  163.) 

These  being  the  views  of  this  Department,'!  cannot  entirely  approve 
your  proposition  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  Your  first  condition 
prescribes  the  unquestioned  recognition  of  the  citizenship  of  any  person 
borne  on  the  consular  lists  as  transmitted  by  the  legation  to  the  foreign 
office,  which  may  imply  a  responsibility  on  our  side  to  perfect  such 
lists,  and  a  disability  on  the  part  of  any  omitted  citizen  to  prove  his 
status  or  claim  diplomatic  redress. 

Your  second  condition  asks  that  a  consular  certificate  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  Turkish  officers  everywhere  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  fact  of 
citizenship.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  correspondence  you  transmit 
that  the  Turkish  authorities  request  the  issuance  of  such  certificates,  or 
that  the  exhibition  of  a  regular  passport  is  not  entirely  sufficient  to 
comply  with  their  police  requirements.  Statute  and  regulations  are 
alike  clear  in  inhibiting  the  granting  or  issuing  of  any  instrument  in  the 
nature  of  a  passport  as  a  substitute  therefor.  As  the  issuance  of  the 
certificates  yon  suggest  does  not  appear  to  fall  within  the  exception 
contemplated  by  section  163  of  the  Consular  Begulations  of  1881,  and 
does  not  appear  to  be  made  dependent  upon  the  possession  of  a  pass- 
port, it  is  thought  that  it  would  prove  an  embarrassing  irregularity  to 
prescribe  the  issuance  by  the  several  consuls  and  consular  agents  in  Tur- 
kish dominions  of  an  independent  certificate  of  citizenship  for  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  same  immediate  respect  is  to  be  claimed  as  is 
usually  paid  to  a  formal  passport. 

The  true  principle  would  appear  to  be  to  regard  local  registration  as 
a  police  requirement,  which  it  is  not  our  concern  to  perfect  or  in  any 
way  to  make  conclusive  against  any  unregistered  citizen.  In  the  prov- 
inces our  consuls  may  counsel  their  fellow  countrymen  to  register  as 
required ;  in  Constantinople  you  may,  for  convenience  sake,  fornish  a 
list  of  American  residents  there,  so  far  as  known  to  yon.    For  all  pur- 
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poses  of  protection  a  passport  should  saffice  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 
citizenship  and  identity.  If  required,  a  consular  officer's  certificate  in 
the  Turkish  language  may  supplement  a  passport,  and  be  entitled  to 
consideration. 

With  these  explanations  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  remodeling 
your  proposition  to  the  minister  of  foreign  afifairs,  especially  if,  as  is  not 
unlikely,  an  indisposition  should  be  manifested  to  accept  your  proposi- 
*  tion  in  toto. 

I  am,  &c.,^  / 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  422. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Prelinghuysen. 

No.  340.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  March  1, 1884.    (Received  March  21.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a  note 
received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  aflfairs,  declining  the  redress  de- 
manded of  his  Government  in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds. 

You  will  please  excuse  a  remark  explanatory  of  a  point  in  my  tele- 
gram to  you,  dated^yesterday.  I  say  therein,  "  Indemnity  and  punish- 
ment refused  in  each  case."  In  reading  the  inclosed  reply  of  the  min- 
ister you  may  possibly  be  attracted  by  his  repeated  references  to  the 
action  of  the  judiciary  tribunals  of  Bitlis.  That,  I  beg  to  say,  is  noth- 
ing. The  tribunals  of  that  province  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  do  justice. 
They  have  been  already  fully  appealed  to  in  these  cases.  To  refer  us 
to  them  is  simply  a  refusal  of  redress.  In  that  view  I  telegraphed  you. 
Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Inclosnre  in  No.  340.— Tranalation.  | 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr,  Wallace. 

Ministry  op  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  February  27,  1884. 

Monsieur  l*Envoy6  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  year  excellency 
kindly  addressed  to  me  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  No.  198,  relative  to  the  ag^^TttSsion 
Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds  have  been  subjected  to  in  the  viclyity  of  Ohnvn^. 

Whichever  may  be  tne  contradictions  which  exist  between  the  information  which 
has  reached  the  legation  of  the  United  States  and  that  famished  to  us  by  the  imperial 
authorities  of  the  vilayet  of  Bitlis,  your  excellency  will  permit  me,  before  knowing 
the  result  of  the  correspondence  in  which  I  have  engaged  upon  this  subject  with  the 
competent  ministry,  not  to  desist  from  the  affirmations  of  the  local  authorities  which 
have  insisted  over  and  over  again  that  they  have  fulfilled  their  duties  since  the  be- 
ginning, and  if  the  culprits  have  not  yet  received  their  punishment  it  is  not  their 
fanlt,  a«  they  have  given  to  this  affair  a  continued  attenr.ion  and  vigilance. 

The  justice  being  busy  with  the  case,  it  isof  necessity  to  let  it  have  its  regular  course, 
and  if  there  are  some  delays,  evidently  the  fault  should  not  be  thrown  upon  the  au- 
thorities. 

In  fact,  your  excellency  will  kindlv  admit  that  in  all  the  countries  of  the  earth, 
often  the  circumstances  amidst  which  occurrences  of  such  a  kind  take  place,  and  the 
difficulties  which  are  most  of  the  time  inherent,  place  the  justice  in  the  impossibility 
of  deciding  with  all  the  promptitude  and  celerity  desirable.  It  has  never  been  dis- 
puted that  its  duty  is  to  surround  itself  with  the  greatest  precautions  to  bring  the 
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light  so  as  not  to  have  later  to  reproach  itself  -with  the  fatal  consequences  of  a  Judicial 
«rror. 

I  can  but  beg  your  excellency  to  be  kind  enough  to  leave  to  the  competent  authori- 
ties the  care  of  doin^  their  duty.  Yon  may  be  assured  that  we  will  do  all  that  is 
possible  for  us  to  do  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  contradictions  which  subsist  be- 
tween the  information  furnished  on  both  sides,  and  to  accelerate  the  course  of  th» 
affair,  within  the  limits,  however,  which  the  independence  of  the  judicial  power  im- 
poses upon  us. 

Per  all  these  reasons  the  demand  for  indemnity  presented  by  your  excellency  can- 
not be  taken  in  consideration ;  the  more  so  as  the  laws  of  the  Empire  in  no  case  per- 
mit it. 

I  am  in  the  firm  hope  that  in  your  enlightened  sentiment  your  excellency  will  rec- 
ognize the  justness  of  the  preceding  appreciations. 
I  avail,  &c., 

A.  AARIFI. 


No.  423. 
Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

ISo.  360.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  March  12,  1884.    (Received  March  31.) 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  informatioi)  a  copy  and 
traiislation  of  a  communication  received  yesterday  from  the  Sublime 
Porte  relative  to  certain  persons  in  Jerusalem  claiming  to  be  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  whose  claims  the  Sublime  Porte  could 
not  recognize. 

The  subject  is  fully  disclosed  in  my  dispatch  to  the  Department,  No. 
315,  dated  January  24, 1884. 

The  explanation  given  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the  present 
paper  will  doubtless  be  satisfactory,  and  serve  to  remove  the  idea  that 
the  Sublime  Porte  was  contemplating  assumption  of  a  right  to  decide 
ux>on  questions  of  Amercan  naturalization. 

To  prevent  possible  complications  between  the  imperial  authorities 
of  Jerusalem  and  Mr.  Merrill,  our  consul  there,  and  especially  to  reserve 
to  the  latter  the  decision  of  claims  of  right  to  his  protection,  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  send  him  the  additional  instruction  referred  to  in  my 
reply  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith 
inclosed. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Inclomire  1  in  No.  360.— Traualation.J 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr.  Wallace, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  March  11,  1884. 

Monsieur  l'Envoy^:  :  I  received  the  note  yonr  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to 
addre.ss  me  on  the  *^4th  of  January  last.  No.  196,  in  answer  to  the  note  vei'bale  of  my 
department,  dated  January  22,  No.  7:^375,  1,  relative  to  some  individuals,  foimerly 
Russian  subject!*,  who  would  seem  to  be  trying  to  place  themselves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States  consulate  at  Jerusalem. 

The  observations  your  excellency  makes  in  connection  with  this  question  renders  it 
my  duty  to  return  to  the  import  and  the  real  meaning  of  my  communication. 

The  imperial  ministry  ha«i  no  intention  of  jjenerally  discussing  the  question  of  nat- 
uralization or  foreign  nationality.  Its  intention  was  neither  to  contest  the  validity 
of  the  natural izatioti  obtained  in  the  United  States  by  persons  who  are  not  of  Turk- 
ish origin  nor  to  establish  a  control  on  the  change  of  nationality  etfected  in  this  way 
by  them.  Still  less  had  it  the  idea  of  questioning  the  status  of  real  American  citizens 
residing  in  the  territory  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
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The  object  of  the  above-mentioned  note  was  Bimply  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie 
Unit^  States  legation  to  the  particular  and  altogether  irregular  case  of  some  personSr 
formerly  Rnssian  subjects,  who  left  their  country  to  come  and  establish  themselves 
at  Jerusalem,  and  who,  without  ever  having  been  in  America,  claim  the  privileges  of 
American  citizens.  In  disputing  the  right,  these  individuals  have  conferred  upon 
themselves,  the  Sublime  Porte  rests  on  the  incontestable  principle  everywhere  recog- 
nized in  matters  concerning  change  of  nationality. 

Any  individual  who  desires  to  renounce  his  original  nationality  and  become  the 
subject  or  citizen  of  another  state,  must  have  emigrated  from  his  native  country  and 
have  established  himself  in  the  country  which  in  future  is  to  become  his  adopted 
country. 

This  has  not  been  the  case  with  the  former  Russian  subjects  mentioned  in  the  note 
of  my  department. 

They  have  at  no  time  made  a  sojourn  in  the  United  States,  and  the  naturalization 
they  claim  to  have  obtained  being  but  ficiitwus  and  delusive  the  Sublime  Porte  orfnnot 
recognize  them.  The  Imperial  Government  considers  any  inhabitant  of  the  Empire 
who  does  not  belong  to  another  country,  or  has  ceased  to  have  another  nationality,  as 
a  Turkish  subject,  and  must  regard  any  foreign  naturalization  of  such  individuals, 
when  obtained  during  their  residence  iu  the  Ottoman  Empire,  as  irregular  and  ficti- 
tious. 

I  am  pleased  to  hope,  Monsieur  TEnvoy^,  that  the  above  explanations  will  suffice 
to  clear  away  any  misunderstanding  which  may  have  arisen  from  my  preceding  com- 
munication, andVill  give  your  excellency  to  understand  the  motive*  for  which  the 
Imperial  Government  must  continue  to  consider  as  Turkish  subjects  the  former  Rus- 
sian subjects  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note  verbale  from  my  department. 
Accept,  &c., 

A.  AARIFI. 


[Incloaure  2  in  Xo.  350.1 
Mr.  JVaUace  to  Aarifi  Pofhn, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  March  12,  1884. 

HiGHKESS :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  note  No.  73H20,  10,  and 
dated  March  11  instant,  which  you  kindly  addressed  to  me  relative  to  certain  persons. 
formerly  Russian  subjects,  and  at  present  in  Jerusalem,  claiming  to  be  United  States 
citizens,  but  whose  naturalization  you  impeach  on  the  ground  that  they  have  never 
been  in  the  United  States. 

I  hasten  to  thank  your  highness  for  the  very  clear  explanation  ^i  ven  in  the  present 
note,  and  to  say  that  I  will  take  pleasure  in  immediately  forwarding  it  to  the  author- 
ities of  my  Government. 

I  will  also  cause  it  to  be  communicated  to  the  American  consul  at  Jerusalem. 

By  reference  to  my  note  No.  196,  January  24  last,  your  highness  will  ob8er\e  the 
classification  there  given  of  persons  who  might  be  at  present  iu  Jerusalem  claiming 
to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  first  class  is  of  those  who  have  no  ground  for  such  claim,  not  having  taken  out 
the  first  paper  required  of  them  by  the  law. 

These  the  consul  is  instructed  to  inform  that  they  have  no  right  to  protection  by 
my  Government ;  and  following  the  present  note  of  your  highness  it  will  be  my  dnty 
to  farther  iustruct  the  American  consul  at  Jerusalem  to  famish  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  Jerusalem  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  persons  whom,  upon  investigation, 
he  discovers  to  be  fairly  within  the  definition  of  the  said  first  class. 
I  avail,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


:N^0.  424. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghxiysen. 

No.  353.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  March  22,  1884.     (Received  April  8.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of 
a  commnnicjition  from  the  imperial  ministry  of  foreign  affairs.  No.  73964, 
11,  relative  to  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds. 
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Availing  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  see  his  hiirhness,  the  nain- 
ister,  last  Thursday,  1  directed  his  attention  to  the  business  and  begged 
to  know  of  him  if  the  autliorities  were  doing  anything  to  accomplish  the 
punishment  of  Moussa  Be^^.  While  the  conversation  was  in  progress 
he  sent  for  the  note,  which  is  inclosed  by  copy,  and  delivered  it  to  me. 
The  communication  will  doubtless  be  read  with  interest.  The  impres- 
sion it  i)roduced  upon  me  was  such  that,  speaking  in  moderation,  1  will 
be  more  than  ever  surprised  if  Moussa  Bey  is  brought  to  trial.  It  would 
seem  that  he  was  discharged  from  custody,  and  that  now  the  greatest 
exertion  is  being  made  to  accomplish  his  rearrest. 

The  remark  that  1  know  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the  de- 
tention of  the  Kurd,  is  a  reference  to  the  assertion  of  the  governor  of 
Bitlis,  heretofore  reported  to  you,  that  w  hen  Mr.  Kuapp  was  confronted 
w  ith  th<'  man  he  failed  to  identify  him,  an  assertion  in  which  I  have  not 
the  slightest  faith. 

Whatever  my  own  views  of  the  outcome  of  the  new  eftbrt  to  secure 
Moussa  Be.\  and  ])unish  him  may  be,  1  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  your 
instructions  ^)re  re<!eived  as  definitive  of  my  duty. 
Verv  respectfullv,  &c., 

LEWIS  AVALLACE. 


[IncloHuro  In  No.  353.— TranBlation.  ] 

Aarifi  Pasha  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Subliihe  Porte,  March  20,  1884. 
Monsieur  l^En voy^:  :  By  my  note  of  the  27th  of  last  February,  No.  7:J709,  7, 1  had 
the  honor  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  imperial  authorities  would  co'^itinue  to 
make  every  elFort  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  the  Knapp-Reyuolds  affair. 

Yonr  excellency  knows  the  circumstances  which  prevented  our  keeping  Moussa  Bey 
and  the  other  prisoners  under  arrest. 

A  telegram  received  to-day  from  the  governor-general  of  the  vilayet  of  Bitlis,  ad- 
dressed to  the  ministry  of  theinterior,  says  that  in  conseqnence  of  further  orders  given 
by  the  competent  authorities  agents  have  been  dispatched  to  all  parts  of  the  prov- 
ince to  pursue  and  ari'est  these  individnals. 

Your  excellency  will  notice  by  the  preceding  that  nothing  has  been  neglected  in 
order  that  justice  may  take  its  natural  course  promptly.  1  shall,  moreover,  keep  you 
informed  of  all  communications  we  may  receive  on  this  subject  from  the  authorities 
of  Bitlis. 

I  seize,  &c., 

A.  AARIFI. 


Xo.  425. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,   Wallace, 

No.  162.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  25,  1884. 

Sir:  Your  'So.  315  of  January  24  last,  inclosin<T^  the  correspondence 
between  your  legation  and  the  Turkish  Government  touching  certain 
persons  of  Russian  origin  claiming  to  be  American  citizens  domiciled 
in  Palestine,  has  been  received,  as  also  your  No.  327  of  February  14. 

It  would  appear  tliat  those  persons  have  been  declared  by  the  Rus- 
sian consular  representatives  to  have  lost  liussian  citizenship,  and  it  is 
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understood  to  be  the  claim  of  the  Turkish  Government  that  by  the  feet 
of  so  ceasing  to  be  Russians  they,  being  within  Ottoman  jurisdiction, 
become  subjects  of  the  Porte,  thus  ignoring  their  claim  to  American 
citizenship. 

Your  note  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  as  to  the  rights  of  fully- 
naturalized  citizens  is  approved.  The  Department  reserves  to  itself, 
however,  the  decision  of  ultimate  measures  of  protection  in  such  cases 
if  ordinary  steps  are  unavailingly  exhausted,  which  is,  of  course,  not  to 
be  anticipated. 

A  decision  as  to  the  second  class  of  persons  possibly  claiming  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  as  set  forth  in  your  note,  viz,  those  who 
may  have  declared  their  intention,  is  reserved  until  the  consul's  report 
called  for  by  you  shall  be  received,  although  it  may  be  said  now  that  so 
far  as  it  may  concern  persons  of  an  original  allegiance  other  than  Turk- 
ish the  declaration  of  intention  is  not  of  itself  a  renunciation  of  original 
allegiance,  but  simply-  a  record  of  declare<l  intention  to  renounce  such 
allegiance  on  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  While,  as  an  ab- 
stract question,  they  continue,  from  one  point  of  view,  to  be,  for  exam- 
ple, Eussiau  subjects,  they  acquire  by  such  declaration  of  intention,  a 
quasi-right  to  protection  as  against  the  claim  of  a  third  power  to  their 
allegiance.  This  Government  could  not,  in  that  case,  a<lmit  that  per- 
sons of  the  second  class  became  Turkish  subjects  because  they  intended 
to  throw  off  Eussian  allegiance  at  some  future  day.  We  would  hold  in 
case  of  dispute  on  this  point  that  they  retain  a  future  right  to  perfect 
their  naturalization  in  conformity  with  our  laws. 

As  to  the  first  class,  your  view  is  approved.    No  one  can  be  lawfully 
naturalized  outside  of  American  jurisdiction. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  426. 

Mr.  Frelinghuys&n  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

No.  168.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  26,  1884. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  No.  340,  of  the  1st  instant,  stating 
that  the  Government  of  Turkey  has  refused  the  demands  of  your  lega- 
tion in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  and  I  have  to  say  that 
our  recent  instruction  shows  the  attitude  this  Government  maintains  with 
reference  to  those  claims.  As  you  have  already  been  advised,  the  Turk- 
ish minister  here  has  been  informed  that  we  do  not  admit  that  the  court 
at  Bitlis  has  done  its  duty.  In  renewing,  as  was  done,  demand  for  the 
arrest  and  trial  of  Moussa  Bey,  we  sufficiently  imply  our  inability  to  re- 
gard the  proceedings  at  Bitlis,  on  which  the  Porte  relies  for  justification, 
as  other  than  a  denial  of  justice,  which,  under  international  law  and 
usage,  is  a  legitimate  subject  of  complaint  and  redress  through  diplo- 
matic channels. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
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No.  427. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Ho.  169.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  27.  1884. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  the  inclosed  copies  of 
dispaches  No.  67,  of  January  18  last,  and  No.  323,  of  the  5th  ultimo, 
from  our  consul  at  Beirut,  Syria,  and  consul-general  at  Constantinople, 
in  relation  to  the  difficulties  encountered  by  American  citizens  and  grad- 
uates of  the  American  college  at  Beirut  in  their  endeavor  to  practice 
their  profession  in  the  Ottoman  Dominions. 

To  some  extent  the  onerous  and  unjust  discriminations  of  the  Turkish 
authorities  in  respect  of  this  general  subject  are  familiar  to  your  lega- 
tion, the  case  of  the  late  Dr.  Calhoun  being  a  recent  one  in  point. 

In  that  case,  where  it  was  sought  to  impose  unreasonable  restrictions 
in  regard  to  Dr.  Calhoun's  medical  practice,  the  Department  endeav- 
ored to  secure  for  him  only  such  treatment  in  respect  to  his  examination 
as  was  enjoyed  by  medical  practitioners,  citizens  or  subjects  of  other 
countries,  residing  and  practicing  in  Turkey.  So,  too,  in  the  present 
instance,  where  the  cases  are  practically  the  same,  we  ask  only  fair  and 
impartial  treatment  for  our  citizens  who  desire  to  follow  their  profession 
in  that  country. 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  Turkish  Government  would  know 
ingly  permit  its  local  authorities  to  so  unjustly  discriminate  against 
American  medical  practitioners.  This  is  the  more  singular  and  to  be 
regretted  when  it  is  remembered  that  our  citizens  have  been  regularly 
graduated  from  the  college  at  Beirut,  a  chartered  and  trustworthy  in- 
stitution, having  authority  to  confer  such  diplomas,  and  in  view  of  the 
andoubted  statement  that  no  such  exactions  as  are  sought  to  be  imposed 
upon  our  citizens  are  attempted  or  enforced  against  medical  practitioners 
of  other  nationalities,  even  when  they  have  not  followed  any  prescribed 
course  of  study.  Yet  this  is  precisely  the  situation  a«  represente«l  bj 
Mr.  Eobeson,  whose  strenuous  efforts  have  unfortunately  been  thus 
far  unavailing  to  stop  or  prevent  so  unjust  a  discriminatory  practice. 
Nor,  I  regret  to  add,  so  far  as  Mr.  Heap's  knowledge  goes,  have  those 
which  have  been  put  forth  by  the  legation  or  consulate-general  for  the 
relief  of  our  citizens  in  such  cases  been  hardly  more  satisfactory,  not- 
withstanding the  orders  and  promises  of  the  Turkish  Government. 
The  faculty  of  the  college  at  Beirut  now  hope  for  one  of  the  following 
privileges : 

First.  A  charter  as  an  independent  medical  college,  with  power  to 
grant  legal  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery. 

Second.  The  privilege  of  granting  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery, 
which,  to  bo  legalized,  shall  be  forwarded  to  Constantinople  through 
the  American  minister  or  consulate-general,  to  be  signed  and  sealed  by 
the  Imperial  College  officials. 

Third.  Failing  in  either  of  these,  the  appointment  of  an  examining 
board  of  Government  physicians  in  Beirut  or  Damascus  with  power  to 
grant  a  certificate  to  the  graduates  of  the  American  college  after  they 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  the  said  board,  which 
certificate  shall  authorize  the  holder  to  practice  medicine  anywhere  in 
the  Ottoman  Empire. 

These  propositions  appear  reasonable  and  just,  and  any  one  of  them, 
if  adopted,  would  doubtless  afford  a  practical  and  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  present  difficulties  surrounding  American  medical  practitioners 
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in  tliat  couDtry.  In  the  opinion  of  this  Government,  therefore,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Turkej'  should  be  willing  to  grant  one  or  the  other  of  these 
privileges  and  enforce  a  compliance  with  its  orders  by  the  local  authori- 
ties throughout  the  Empire. 

The  inclosed  correspondence  will  enable  you  to  fully  and  carefully 
present  this  subject  to  the  Government  of  the  Porte.  This  you  will 
accordingly 'do,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  through  the  adoption  of  one  of 
the  courses  suggested  above,  or  some  other  equally  satisfactory'  method, 
recognition  of  the  competent  diplomas  issued  by  the  American  college  at 
Beirut  to  its  medical  graduates. 

This  Government  is  disposed  to  admit  that  every  country  has  the 
right  to  ])rescribe  the  mode  of  recognition  of  medical  practitioners  within 
its  borders.  While  granting  this,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect,  there- 
lore,  that  any  regulations  governing  in  such  case^  should  be  fair  and  im- 
partial and  not  discriminate  in  favor  of  any  one  nationality.  All  that  is 
demanded  in  the  interest  of  our  citizens  is  that  the  rule  adopted  shall 
be  unitorm  and  without  any  practical  discrimination  against  duly 
graduated  American  practitioners.  Common  justice  and  international 
intercourse  alike  suggest  that  no  other  course  should  be  recognized  or 
permitted. 

Yon  will  give  this  subject  your  earnest  consideration,  and,  if  possible, 
press  It  to  an  early  and  equitable  conclusion. 
1  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELIKGHUYSEN. 


LIuclosure  1  in  No.  169.] 
Mr.  Roheson  to  Mr.  A  dee. 

No.  67.]  CONSULATK  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

Beirut,  January  18,  1884.  (Received  February  2;$.) 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  subiiiit  for  your  kind  couaideration  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper  in  the  case  a  few  Htateinents  rejiardiog  the  diffienlties  under 
which  the  American  Medical  College  in  neirut,  the  graduates,  and  Aniericaus  ■who 
wii*h  to  practice  medicine  in  this  part  of  Turkey  labor,  with  the  earnest  hope  ot 
Americans  in  general,  and  the  medical  fraternity  in  Syria  in  particular,  that  the  De- 
partment may  use  its  best  iullneiico  with  the  Sublime  Forte  to  secure  for  them  due 
consideration  and  fair  treatment. 

The  II  edical  department  of  the  American  Protestant  College  at  Beirut  was  estab- 
lisbt^d  in  18()7,  under  the  general  law  of  the  Stateof  New  York,  the  board  of  trustees  con- 
sisting of  the  following  distingni.shed  and  philanthropic  gentlemen  :  William  A.  Booth, 
William  E.  Dodge,  David  Hoadley,  Simeon  B.  Chittenden,  of  New  York;  Abuer  King- 
man, and  Joseph  S.  Ropes,  of  Boston,  Mass.  In  1G70,  before  the  first  class  was  ready 
to  graduate.  a])plication  was  made  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  throngh  the  American  min- 
ister, Mr.  MacYeagh,  for  an  authorization  to  the  college  l)y  the  Ottoman  (Jovernment 
to  confer  medical  diplomas  which  would  be  legal  in  Turkey.  The  Porte  leferred  this 
question  to  the  imperial  faculty  of  medicine  in  Constantinople,  which  body  declined  to 
allow  any  school  or  examining  body  bnt  its  own  to  confer  diplomas  in  medicine,  bat 
promised  to  recognize  the  Beirut  school  as  a  qualifying  body,  and  to  a«lmit  ita  students 
to  examination  without  further  preparation.  The  Porte  promised  further  to  defray  the 
traveling  expenses  of  the  students,  and  to  lc»dge  and  board  them  in  the  imperial 
school  pending  their  examination.  Our  minister,  Mr.  MacVeagh,  advised  the  college 
to  accept  this  offer  for  the  time  being,  assuming  that  it  was  made  in  good  faith,  and 
pointing  out  the  ditticulty  and  even  impossibility  of  the  Government's  overriding  the 
decision  of  its  own  medical  faculty  unless  it  were  proved  incapable  or  corrupt  in  car- 
rying out  its  decision.  In  no  case,  however,  although  freqnently  applied  to  by  indi- 
gent students,  has  the  (rovernmeut  afforded  the  sliglitest  aid  to  any  studeut  in  going 
or  returning  nor  given  them  board  and  lodging,  as  promised.  Soon  after  the  gn- 
nouncemenr  of  this  decision  the  Ottoman  Government  began  to  send  menacing  com- 
munications to  the  college  and  stringent  orders  to  the  governments  of  Syria  and 
Lebanon  for  the  prevention  of  the  unlicense^l  practice  6f  medicine.     During' the  last 
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two  yeare  there  has  been  a  dUpositiou  on  the  part  of  the  Tnrkish  authorities  in  Syria 
to  enforce  the  regnlat ions  that  require  all  persons  to  present  their  diplomas  in  person 
and  undergo  an  examination  before  the  Imperial  Mmlioal  College  at  Constantinople 
before  bein^  permitted  to  practice  medicine  in  Turki*y. 

No  one  will  depy  the  right  of  the  Turkish  Government  to  pass  such  laws,  but  the 
strange  part  of  the  laws  and  re^nlations  regarding  this  matter  is  that  they  have 
been  only  enforced  against  American  citizens  who  hold  diplomas  from  American  col- 
leges and  natives  who  have  graduated  at  the  American  college  in  Beirut.  No  German, 
French,  English,  Italian,  Austrian,  nor  any  other  foreigner  practicing  medicine  has 
in  any  instance  been  molested  by  the  Turkish  authorities  in  Syria,  while  American 
doctors  have  been  harassed,  insulted,  prohibited  from  practicing,  and  forced  to  go 
to  Constabtinople  to  pass  an  examination  before  the  board  of  the  Imperial  Medical 
College  there. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Heap,  United  States  consul-general  at  Constantinople,  I  col- 
lected and  fumiHhed  him  during  July  last,  at  considerable  trouble  and  expense,  with 
a  list^  of  the  names  and  residences  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  doctors  practicing 
mediciue  in  my  consular  district.  I  find  that  over  four  hundre<l  of  the  number  have 
no  diplomas  from  the  Imperial  Medical  College  at  Constantinople,  mostly  natives,  and 
over  three  hundred  have  no  diplomas  from  any  college,  never  having  studied  medi- 
cine. I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  governor-general  of  Syria  to  these  facts,  but 
no  notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  the  subject,  nor  is  it  likely  that  any  will  be  given  by 
the  Tnrkish  anthorities  to  the  matter.  Dr.  Skandarani,  the  chief  liiunicipal  and  sani- 
,  tary  physician  of  Damascus,  the  second  city  in  the  Empire,  has  never  studied  in  any 
medical  school,  nor  has  he  a  diploma  from  any  educating  body.  It  is  impossible  for 
these  ignorant  native  practitionerKtopass  an  examination  before  a  medical  board,  but 
no  one  here  believes  that  they  will  be  prohibited  from  practicing  or  in  any  way  mo- 
lested by  the  Turkish  authorities.  They  may  get  diplomas,  however,  by  ]mying  the 
required  fee,  7  Turkish  pounds.  lu  lbT7  Dr.  Post,  of  the  faculty  of  the  medical  col- 
le>»e  of  Beirut,  spent  several  months  at  Constantinople  endeavoring  to  obtain  more 
favorable  conditions  for  the  graduates  of  the  college.  He  receiveil  promises,  but  these 
pledges  have  been  entirely  ignored  by  the  Imperial  C(dlege.  I  am  informed  that  in 
ev^ry  case  the  candidates  from  Beirut  college  proved  themselves  capable  of  ]>aAsing 
the  examination  at  Constantinople,  and,  thonch  they  have  been  subject  to  many  an- 
noyances, they  fiflally  received  diplomas  whicn  made  no  mention,  however,  of  their 
studies  in  the  American  school  at  Beirut,  but  their  Beirut  college  certificates  have 
been  confiscated.  Di-s.  Bliss,  Van  Dyck,  Post,  Dennis,  and  other  Americans  have 
devoted  many  years  of  their  lives  to  establishing  the  Protestant  Medical  College  in 
Beirut,  while  large  sums  of  money  have  been  spent  in  buying  ground  and  erecting 
suitable  buildings,  which  are  second  to  none  in  the  country  ;  but  all  this  will  prove 
comparatively  futile  unless  proper  concessions  be  granted  to  the  college  by  the  Otto- 
man Government.  The  iuHtruetions  have  lately  been  changed  from  the  Arabic  lan- 
gu;^ge  to  English  in  the  medical  department.  The  college  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, having  two  hundred  students,  a  considerable  number  of  whom  are  studying  medi- 
cine.    The  faculty  request  and  hope  for  one  of  the  following  privilegcH: 

(1)  A  charter  as  an  independent  medical  college,  with  power  to  grant  legal  degrees 
in  medicine  an<l  surgery. 

(2)  The  privilege  of  granting  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery  which,  to  be  legal - 
izedy  shall  be  forwarded  to  Constantinople  through  the  American  minister  or  consul- 
general,  to  be  sigued  and  sealed  by  the  Imperial  College  oflftciaJs. 

(3)  Failing  in  either  of  these,  theappointiuentof  an  examining  boaid  of  Government 
physicians  in  Beirut  or  Damascus,  with  power  to  grant  a  certiticate  to  the  graduates 
of  the  American  college  after  they  have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  the 
said  board,  which  certiticate  will  authorize  the  holder  to  practice  medicine  anywhere 
in  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

The  course  of  instruction  and  standard  of  exauiinations  in  the  college  will  be  seen, 
from  the  inclosed  catalogue,  to  be  thorough,  and  the  many  graduates  of  the  college 
now  engaged  in  Government  service  or  occupying  high  positions  as  private  practi- 
tioners in  the  east  have  established  its  reputation  on  a  firm  basis. 

Mr.  Heap,  our  consul-general  at  Constantinople,  has  endeavored  to  get  the  Imperial 
Medical  College  to  accept  the  diplomas  of  Americans  who  desire  to  practice  medicine 
in  Turkey  (without  having  the  parties  appear  in  person  to  undergo  an  examination 
before  the  Imperial  College),  and  after  having  their  diplomas  registered,  to  grant 
them  permission  or  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  but  in  this 
he  has  not  8uccee<led.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  Americans  in  this  part  of  Turkey  and 
the  American  Medical  College  here  that  I  have  presumed  to  address  you  this  dispatch, 
with  the  sincere  hope  that  the  Department  of  State  may  use  it<<  best  influence  with 
the  Sublime  Porte  to  have  it  grant  one  of  the  three  privileges  desired  by  the  American 
Protestant  Medical  College  in  Beirut. 
I  am,  &C.J 

JOHN  T.  ROBESON, 

Consu h 
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[Inclosare  2  in  Xo.  180.] 

Mr.  Heap  1o  Mr.  Adee. 

No.  323.]  Consulatk-Gexeral  of  the  United  States, 

Constaminople^  February  5,  1884.     (Received  February  23.) 

Sir:  ReferriDg  to  Mr  Robeson's  dispatch  to  the  Department  of  State,  No.  67, 
dated  January  18,  1884,  inclosed  herewith,  I  beg  to  say  that  what  he  stafea  in  regard 
to  the  exJimination  and  licensing  of  the  graduates  from  the  American  College  of  Med- 
icine ac  Beirut  deserves  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Department.  The  efforts 
made  here,  whether  by  the  legation  or  the  consulate- general,  to  obtain  sotifie  relaxa- 
tion of  the  stringent  rules  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  in  their  favor  have  been  nosao- 
cessful.  It  is  true  that  no  diflSculty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  license  to 
practice  when  the  candidate  has  presented  himself  for  examination  with  a  diplonuk 
duly  certified  to  by  the  consul-general,  whether  it  w^as  granted  by  the  college  at 
Beirut  or  a  medical  college  in  the  United  States,  and  upon  payment  of  the  estab- 
lished fees  to  the  Turkish  faculty.  The  Porte  appears  to  have  taken  striDgent 
measures  to  prevent  unauthorized  persons  from  practicing  in  the  provinces;  b«t 
these  measures  do  not  seem  to  have  been  attended  with  success. 

If  a  decree  were  obtained  recognizing  the  validity  of  diplomas   issued  by   the 
American  college  at  Beirut,  after  registration  here,  without   the  presence  of  the 
candidate,  and  after  the  payment  of  the  fees,  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  is  the^ 
principal  concern  of  the  College  of  Medicine  of  Constantinople,  the  ground  of  com- 
plaint would  be  lessened. 

The  examination  or  oolloquium  is  a  mere  fonnatity. 

It  may  be  well,  to  state  that  no  fee  is  charged  at  this  consulate  for  the  certification 
of  diplomas. 

I  am^  <&o., 

G.  H.  HEAP, 
ConsyUGtneraL 


No.  428. 

Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen 

"So,  357.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  March  28,  1884.     (Received  April  14.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No. 
167,  of  February  29,  1884,  relative  to  my  note  to  the  Sublime  Porte 
offering  to  accede  to  its  request  for  lists  of  American  citizens  in  Turkey 
upon  conditions  named. 

The  views  you  were  pleased  to  present  therein  in  support  of  objec- 
tions to  the  concession  as  proposed,  are  certainly  unanswerable,  and 
while  it  is  true  that  it  was  not  in  my  mind  to  make  a  consular  certificate 
of  citizenship  take  the  place  of  a  formal  passport,  or  leave  the  list  fur- 
nished by  the  legation  determinative  of  all  who  might  be  entitled  to  pro- 
tection as  citizens,  the  points  you  present  have  given  me  new  light 
upon  the  subject.  In  fact  my  faith  in  the  possibility  of  gaining  the 
object  aimed  at — reservation  to  consuls  of  right  to  determine  questions  of 
citizenship  to  the  exclusion  of  Turkish  authorities — is  so  shaken  by  your 
paper  that  instead  of  remodeling  my  note,  as  you  kindly  suggest,  I  have 
taken  the  Uberty  of  altogether  withdrawing  the  proposals  presented  to 
the  Sublime  Porte.    The  note  of  withdrawal  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Being  satisfied  that  this  is  at  least  the  safest  course,  I  venture  to  hope 
it  will  meet  your  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 
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flncloeare  in  No.  857.] 

Mr.  Wallace  io  Aarifi  Pasha, 

notk  verbale. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  March  27,  1884. 
The  Imperial  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs: 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  of  America  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  from  the  imperial  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  of  a  circular  note  relative  to  the 
inscription  of  American  citizens  resident  in  the  Empire  and  to  assure  the  said  min- 
istry of  its  willingness  to  comply  with  the  desires  expressed  therein  upon  certain 
eonditions. 

The  reply  of  the  legation  is  contained  in  a  note  verbahj  No.  199,  bearing  date  Janu- 
»rv  25,  1884. 

^The  legation  begs  to  say  now  that  further  consideration  of  the  subject  has  disclosed 
4be  great  inoouveuieucy,  if  not  absolute  impossibility,  of  such  compliance,  due  re- 
£^ara  being  had  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  t^  regulations  of  long  standing 
thereunder,  and  to  a  prudent  conservatism  with  respect  to  rights  of  American  citi- 
sens  in  the  imperial  dominions. 
^  The  legation  of  the  United  States  therefore  withdraws  its  offers  contained  in  the 
said  note  verbale,  No.  199,  and  defers  conclusions  on  the  subject. 

The  imperial  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  not  having  as  yet  signified  acceptance  of 
tbe  conditions  proposed  by  the  legation,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  deferment  herein 
announced  will  not  be  provocative  of  any  inconvenience. 


No.  429. 
Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 
No.  358.]  LEGAtlON  OF  THE    CFnITED   STATES, 

Constantinople^  March  28,  1884.    (Received  April  14.) 
Sib  :  ReferriDg  to  your  telegraphic  instruction  relative  to  compro- 
mising the  petroleum  concession  dispute,  it  will  be  recalled  that  a  com- 
promise, if  effected,  was  to  be  without  special  advantage  to  dealers  in 
the  Russian  article. 

Acting  under  the  instruction  and  pursuing  the  line  of  conduct  indi- 
cated in  my  dispatch  to  the  Department,  No.  351,  I  have  the  honor  now 
to  forward  a  copy  of  a  note  transmitted  to  the  Sublime  Porte  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  and  to  remark  that  it  is  identical  with  a  note  delivered  at 
the  same  time  by  Mr.  Nelidow,  the  Russian  ambassador. 

You  will  please  observe  that  while  the  paper  is  quite  energetic  in 
tone,  it  nevertheless  leaves  a  door  open  to  compromise  upon  the  basis 
to  reduction  of  storage  charges.  That  in  fact  is  the  end  aimed  at  by 
the  identic  presentment.  A  ])roposition  to  settle  without  some  new 
and  decided  turn  given  the  affair  would  have  been  simple  waste  of 
time.  Moreover,  a  compromise,  if  accomplished  now,  will  be  with  the 
Russians  conjointly,  and  upon  terms  of  absolute  equality.  I  could 
see  no  better  mode  of  obtaining  this  latter  point,  and  of  putting  an  end 
to  sales  from  the  decks  of  small  vessels,  a  practice  so  ruinous  to  our 
intere43ts,  than  by  square  co-operation  with  my  colleague  in  the  manner 
here  indicated. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 
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[Inolosure  in  No.  358.] 

Mr,  Wallace  to  Aarifl  Pasha, 

note  verbale. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constanlinopley  March  24,  1684. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  had  the  honor  to  repeatedly  declare  most  em- 
pbatically,  by  its  notes  and  verbally,  that  it  could  not  accept  the  views  of  the 
Snblinie  Porte  relative  to  the  right  of  monopoly  granted  to  the  depots  of  petrolenm 
of  Sami  Bey,  at  Tchibonkei,  and  to  the  taxes  levied  on  this  account  by  the  conces- 
sionary. 

The  United  States  legation  in  demonstrating  that  the  taxes  in  question  constituted 
an  onerous  charge  on  the  commerce  of  petroleum  and  gave  rise  to  just  complaints  on 
the  part  of  AiLcrican  importers,  requested  amongst  other  things  that  the  company  of 
Sami  Bey  be  required  to  reduce  them  to  an  equitable  rate,  failing  in  which  the  le- 
gation of  the  United  States  reserved  to  American  importers  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
right  to  entablish  their  own  depots  in  confoimity  with  the  exigencies  of  public  se- 
curity, without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  question  of  indemnities  to  be  claimed  for 
the  exhorbitant  dues  arbitrarily  exacted  of  them. 

Until  now,  notwithstanding  the  importance  of  this  question  as  regards  the  com- 
mercial interests  m vol ved.  no  sufficient  answer  has  been  given  by  the  Sublime  Porte 
to  the  legitimate  complaints  of  the  legation,  nor  has  it  been  informed  of  the  result  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  commission  ad  hoc  appointed  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  although 
if  has  ma<le  its  report  some  time  since. 

The  legation  of  the  United  States  cannot  insist  too  earnestly  on  the  urgency  of  reg- 
ulating, without  further  delay  and  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  this  question  whose  in- 
ternational character  is  so  clear;  in  fact,  the  regime  to  which  the  commerce  in  peto- 
lenm  is  now  subjected  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  and  the 
capitulations  in  vigor,  in  virtue  of  which  articles  of  importation  into  Turkey  are 
liable  to  a  fixed  customs  dutv  only  and  cannot  be  subjected  to  any  other  imposition. 
The  Sublime  Porte  will  he  pleased  to  acknowledge  that  the  motive  for  the  8t4>rage  ol 
petroleum,  which  is  an  indamable  matter,  being  altogether  for  considerations  of  public 
security,  should  not  be  made  a  source  of  revenue  for  the  state,  and  still  less  for  a  pri- 
vate company.  Therefore  the  tax  levied  on  this  account  should  be  in  strict  propor- 
tion with  the  expenses  of  installation  and  the  maintenance  of  the  depots. 

Any  sum  levied  over  and  above  the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  constitntes 
an  absolutely  illegal  charge.  Such  is  manifestly  the  case  as  regards  tne  tax  collected 
by  Sami  Bey,  which,  according  to  the  data  collected  by  the  legation,  amounts  to  nearly 
the  treble  of  the  sum  to  which  he  might  clainf  to  cover  his  expenses  and  have  a  reason- 
able profit. 

As  regards  the  article  of  the  regulation  of  the  port  of  Constantinople  prescribing 
the  storage  of  petrolenm  in  a  depot  fitted  up  with  a  view  to  public  secnrityi  it  cannot 
be  quoted  in  support  of  the  pretension  of  Sami  Bey,  as  it  was  only  with  the  consider- 
ation in  view  that  the  representatives  of  the  powers  gave  their  assent  to  that  article, 
and  most  assuredly  it  was  not  with  the  intention  oi  creating  a  new  source  of  taxes 
and  an  onerons  mono^ly  for  commerce. 

Therefore,  and  considering  the  increasing  importance  of  the  commerce  of  petroleum 
for  the  United  States,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  legation  to  protest  against 
the  present  state  of  things,  which  is  unjust  as  it  is  injurious  to  the  interests  of  its 
commerce,  and  to  demand  prompt  redress  for  the  losses  it  has  sustained. 

In  case  the  Ottoman  Government  should  not,  without  delay,  cause  the  taxes  col- 
lected by  Sami  Bey  &  Co.  to  be  reduced  to  an  equitable  rate,  to  be  established  in 
concert  with  the  powers  interested,  the  American  legation  will  find  itself  ander  the 
necessity  of  insisting  upon  the  indisputable  right  of  American  merchants  to  establi^ 
depots  of  petroleum  of  their  own  under  more  favorable  conditions,  as  well  as  to  .re- 
onire  an  indemnity  for  what  may  be  due  them  for  the  violation,  as  regards  thern^  of 
tne  liberty  of  commerce. 


No.  430. 
Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  362.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  April  4,  1884.    (Received  April  21.) 

Sib  :  In  the  affair  of  Messrs.  Kuapp  and  Reynolds,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  some  advance  toward  an  end. 

The  Sublime  Porte  has  been  induced  at  last  to  dismiss  the  governor 
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of  Bitlis.  That  you  may  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  how  far  that 
is  likely  to  forward  the  business,  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  yestenlay  from  Mr.  Knapp.  For  my  part,  I  fear  the 
step  comes  too  late  to  give  hopes  of  the  punishment  of  Moussa  Bey. 

The  new  governor  may  have  the  best  intentions,  and  may  go  out  tuUy 
energized  by  orders,  and  yet  fail. 

•  •  •  •  »  #  # 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Inclosure  in  No.  362.] 
Mr,  Enapp  1o  Mr.   fTallace. 

BiTLis,  Turkey,  March  10,  1884. 

MyDkarSir:  I  received  7th  iDstant  your  unexpected  letter  of  20th  ultimo,  in 
'wliich  you  speak  of  having  cbauged  the  demand  from  the  Imperial  Grovernment,  in 
relation  to  Moussa  Bey,  to  one  of  money.  Allow  me  to  inquire  whether  this  is  an  un> 
conditional  demand. 

Snppose  the  officials  here  choose  to  deliver  up  Moussa  Bey,  shall  you  insist  upon 
tlie  payment  of  the  indemnitication  notwithstanding  ? 

On  the  day  your  letter  arrived,  I  was  told  that  several  days  previous  our  governor- 
general  received  two  most  inexorable  orders  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to 
attend  to  this  matter  at  once ;  but  that  he  laid  by  the  papers,  affecting  no  concern 
about  it.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Van.  of  February  26th,  in 
which  he  states  he  was  the  day  before  cited  by  the  officials  to  answer  some  questions 
with  reference  to  this  case,  which  were  sent,  they  said,  from  Bitlis.  He  referred 
them  to  Mr.- Eyres,  Her  Britanic  Majesty^s  consul,  as  his  representative. 

I  am  now  credibly  informed  that,  on  October  22,  the  day  I  identified  Moussa  Bey 
as  the  assailant,  his  father,  Meza  Bey,  was  in  town,  and  that  he  paid  the  officials  a 
bribe  of  £200  (T.),  and  the  result  was-  that  his  son  was  allowed  to  return  home ;  that 
sabseqnently  to  this,  on  hearing  that  the  affair  was  still  being  followed  up,  he  resolved 
to  take  £400  (T.)  in  cash,  and  sixty  botmans  (lyOOOpounds)  of  butter  and  bring  here, 
with  a  few  friends  as  mediators,  present  me  in  person  the  above,  kiss  my  hand,  and 
secnre  my  forgiveness ;  but  that,  when  he  arrived  here  with  his  money,  the  voli  and 
other  officials,  hearing  of  his  intention,  persuaded  him  to  desist,  which  he  did,  they 
assnrinff  him  that  notning  more  would  come  of  it. 

I  am  furthermore  informed — I  cannot  vouch  for  its  accuracy— that  on  October  22, 
when  Mussa  Bey  was  brought  before  me.  and  I  then  stated,  '*That  is  the  man,''  the 
scribe  wrote,  **  This  resembles  the  man."  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  in  keeping 
with  what  is  really  being  done  to  thwart  justice. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  secure  the  sum  demanded,  for  I  am  sure 
the  recovery  of  it  will  have  a  greater  moral  effect  than  the  imprisonment  of  the  as- 
sailants in  comparison,  for  life  is  held  of  little  account  among  the  twenty  or  more 
Kurdish  clans  in  this  vilayet. 

Meanwhile,  what  ai^  we  to  do  in  regard  to  the  future  f  I  am  informed  that  there 
were  over  a  aozen  murders,  mostly  for  money,  say  nothing  of  the  many  wounded  and 
robbed,  in  this  vicinity  last  summer.  If  there  shall  contmne  the  same  degree  of  an- 
archy here  as  last  summer,  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  wholly  without  apprehension  about 
oar  personal  safety. 

#  i^  •  •  •  •  • 

I  send  to-day  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Dr.  Reynolds. 
Thanking  you  for  your  noble  efforts  in  our  behalf, 
I  am,  icCf 

GEO.  C.  KNAPP. 
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No.  431. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Wallace, 

¥o.  174.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin{ftonj  April  8,  1884. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  350,  of  the  12th  oltimo,  in  further  reference  to  the 
question  of  certain  persons,  of  Russian  origin,  domiciled  in  Jerasalem, 
and  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  has  been  received. 

My  No.  162  to  you,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  anticipated  in  some  points  a 
reply  to  jour  present  dispatch. 

It  appears  that  the  Turkish  Government  disclaims  intention  to  inter- 
fere with  any  persons  who  may  show  that  they  have  duly  acquired  the 
status  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  merely  seeks  to  call 
the  aitention  of  the  legation  to  the  irregular  case  of  persons  within 
Turkish  jurisdiction,  who,  "  without  ever  having  been  in  America,  claim 
the  privileges  of  American  citizens." 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  broad  contention  on  which  the 
Sublime  Porte  rests  its  argument,  that  no  change  of  allegiance  can  be 
made  unless  the  person  affected  be  actually  an  emigrant  to  and  resident 
in  the  country  of  his  allegiance.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
present  question  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  contemplate  such 
actual  presence  and  residence  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  the 
effect  of  naturalization  under  those  laws  that  we  must  take  as  a  starting 
point,  and  not  a  general  theorem  which  may  involve  the  right  of  the 
person  to  change  his  allegiance. 

To  make  this  point  clearer,  the  Porte  claims  that  the  persons  in  ques- 
tion "  have  at  no  time  made  a  sojourn  in  the  United  States,  and  the  nat- 
uralization they  claim  to  have  obtained  being  but  fictitious  and  delu- 
sive, the  Sublime  Porte  cannot  recognize  them."  Granting  that  the 
conclusion  is  correct,  the  fictitious  and  delusive  character  of  the  alleged 
naturalization  would  have  to  be  determined  with  respect  to  the  natu- 
ralization laws  of  the  United  States,  and  not  in  conformity  with  a  the- 
oretical declaration  of  the  Turkish  Government 

Inasmuch  as  this  contention  of  the  Porte  coincides  in  fact  with  our 
naturalization  laws  as  to  those  persons,  natives  of  a  third  country,  who 
may  never  have  taken  the  lawful  steps  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  that  is,  as  to  persons  of  the  ''  first  class,"  described  in  your  pre- 
vious dispatch  No.  315,  of  January  24, 1884,  your  reply  to  his  excellency 
Aarifi,  of  March  12,  and  your  instructions  to  the  consul  at  Jerusalem 
are  approved,  so  far  as  that  class  of  persons  is  concerned. 

As  to  the  ''third  class  "you  describe,  those  fully  naturalized,  tiiere 
can  be  no  doubt  of  their  rights,  and  of  the  Porte's  eh  tire  willingness  to 
recognize  those  rights. 

The  ''  second  class  "  embracing  persons  who,  ha\ing  taken  out  their 
first  papers  conformably  to  our  law,  may  be  found  thereafter  in  Turkish 
jurisdiction,  does  not  appear  to  be  touched  by  the  minister's  reply,  unless 
his  delaration  that"  the  Imperial  Government  must  continue  to  consider 
as  Turkish  subjects  the  former  Russian  subject*  mentioned "  is  to  be 
construed  as  applying  to  such  persons.  My  No.  162,  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
will  have  shown  you  that  I  take  some  pains  to  reserve  any  partial  rights 
which  an  alien  may  acquire  by  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  It  is  not  thought  likely  that  any  specific  case 
will  present  this  issue,  and  you  may  not  now  need  to  do  more  than  gen- 
erally reserve  it.    But  if  a  case  should  arise,  yon  will  claim  that  the 
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person  affected  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  become  a  sabject  of  the 
Porte  uiiiil  after  he  nball  have  had  full  option  to  avail  himself  of  his 
previou8  declaration  of  intention  and  tocompletehis  nataralization  con-< 
fbrmably  to  our  laws. 
1  am,  &C.J 

FEED'K  T.  FEELINQHUYSEN. 


:5To.  432. 
Mr,  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

[Extract.] 

la'o.  374.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  April  16, 1884.    (Received  May  6.) 

Sib  :  Referring  to  your  dispatch  No.  169,  touching  rights  of  American 
practitiouers  of  medicine  in  Turkey,  and  the  concessions  considered  de- 
sirable in  behalf  of  graduates  of  the  American  Medical  College  at  Beirut^ 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  read  your  comments  upon  the  subject,  and  the 
papers  of  Consul  Robeson  and  Consul-General  Heap,  with  great  inter- 
est. It  will  of  course  give  me  pleasure  to  renew  my  eflforte  to  obtain 
one  or  other  of  the  three  points  stated  as  satisfactory  to  the  college  au- 
thorities. 

It  would  not  be.  just  to  me  to  leave  you  under  inference  that  I  have- 
not  already  tried  to  do  this  service  for  that  very  creditable  institution* 
I  have  made  the  attempt  repeatedly,  though  informally,  and  always 
^with  reference  to  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  had  between  the 
Porte  and  niy  predecessors. 

It  may  be  useful  also  to  inform  you  of  the  diflSculties  in  the  way,  a 
branch  of  the  subject  upon  which  the  consular  pHpers  are  silent. 

The  Porte  holds,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  college  is  not  a  Turkish 
institution. 

•  •••••• 

In  the  next  place,  the  imperial  college  is  jealous  of  its  rights  and  rep- 
utation. In  it«  department  of  science,  it  is  of  great  influence  with  the 
authorities  at  the  Porte.  It  even  forms  a  kind  of  quasi  bureau.  Things* 
pertinent  to  surgery  and  medicine  that  come  before  the  Porte  are  re- 
ferred to  its  faculty  for  opinion  and  report. 

With  this  in  mind,  you  can  readily  see  that  any  one  of  the  three  points 
submitted  as  agreeable  to  the  Beirut  administration  will  have  to  be  car- 
ried  over  the  heads  of  their  imperial  brethren  of  Constantinople. 

•  •••••• 

In  the  third  place,  the  Porte  looks  with  unfriendly  eyes  at  the  propo- 
sal to  confer  special  privileges  upon  the  American  college,  because  it 
has  an  appearance  of  interference  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Em- 
pire. In  reailing  your  dispatch  I  was  struck  with  the  fact  that  you  seeD» 
to  regard  the  Beirut  graduates  as  Americans.  They  are  natives  of  the 
country  and  Ottoman  subjects. 

The  parental  regard  the  Sublime  Porte  believes  it  has  for  its  own 
people  is  tacitly  impeached  by  requests  for  favors  presented  by  foreign- 
ers on  the  ground  of  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  those  people. 
36  FB 
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In  the  last  place,  the  most  insuperable  objection  lies  in  the  on  willing- 
ness of  the  Porte  to  do  anything  to  snstain  a  foreign  college  of  what- 
-^ver  kind  in  Turkey.  Within  six  weeks  past  a  permit  was  refus^  au- 
thorizing the  founding  of  a  medical  college  at  Beirut  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Jesuits,  although  the  application  was  pressed  zealously  by  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  my  colleague  of  France. 

Doubtless  you  inferred  from  Consul  Robeson's  dispatch  that  there 
were  other  foreign  medical  colleges  in  Turkey,  and  that  the  Porte  was 
discriminating  in  their  favor,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  there  are  but 
two  medical  colleges  proper  in  this  country,  the  Imperial  College  at 
Constantinople  and  the  American  at  Beirut.  There  may  be  a  medical 
department  in  the  American  college  at  Harpoot. 

^  So  that  altogether  the  prospect  of  success  in  the  business  by  direct 
application  to  the  Porte  is  not  encouraging.    Xot  impossibly  I  may  do 
better  by  trying  to  interest  the  Sultan  in  it.    I  shall  watch  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  it  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


No.  433. 
Mr.  Wallace  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

[Bxtract] 

2Jo.  378.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^, April  21,  1884.    (Keceived  May  6.) 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  to  the  Department,  No.  358,  and  to 
the  note  (a  copy  of  which  wa«  therein  inclosed)  forwarded  to  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  after  agreement  with  my  colleague,  the  Kussian  ambassador, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  and  a 
translation  of  the  reply  received  thereto.    •    •    » 

The  reservation  contained  in  the  next  to  last  clause  of  the  paper, 
of  a  right  to  review  the  work  of  the  commission  with  a  view  to  lessen- 
ing the  storage  charges  at  present  collected  under  the  concession, 
means,  when  literally  interpreted,  that  the  council  of  ministers  will  now 
undertake  a  reduction  in  the  way  of  compromise.  Accordingly,  among 
the  last  acts  of  the  late  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Aarifi  Pasha,  was  a 
reference  of  the  identic  note  to  the  council,  with  an  earnest  recommen- 
dation that  the  charge  be  reduced  to  70  paras  the  case. 

When  I  heard  of  the  return  to  office  of  Assim  Pasha,  I  paid  the 
new  official  a  congratulatory  visit.  This  was  done  yesterday.  I  found 
his  excellency  friendly  to  the  compromise ;  he  even  volunteered  to  exert 
himself  to  have  the  council  take  the  matter  up  at  its  next  meeting. 
That  meeting  was  held  yesterday. 

From  the  office  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  I  went  next  to  that 
of  the  minister  of  the  interior.  The  latter  official  made  no  concealment 
of  his  position.  He  was  most  pronounced  in  advocacy  of  a  compromise, 
and  agreed  to  join  his  excellency  Assim  Pasha  in  pushing  the  affair  at  the 
next  council. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 
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[iDclosnre  in  No.  378.— Translation.] 

A$8im  Pasha  to  Mr.  Walltioe, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  April  12,  1884. 

The  ministry  of  foreign  affairs  has  receiyed  the  note  verhale  the  United  States  lega- 
tion did  it  the  honor  to  address  it  the  24th  of  last  March,  No.  208,  rehitiye  to  the  pe- 
trolenm  de]^ts  of  Tohiboukei. 

The  Sablime  Porte  regrets  not  to  be  able  to  regard  this  qnestion  from  the  same 
Doint  of  view  as  the  United  States  legation.  In  its  eyes  the  establishment  of  the 
aepots  presents  no  international  character  and  does  not  attack  commercial  liberty. 

It  concerns  a  measure  of  internal  order  and  pnblic  secnrity  that  *the  territorial 
Government  evidently  has  the  right  to  settle  for  itself  by  observing  the  interests  of 
everybody. 

It  conla  not  therefore  recognize  the  right  of  importers  either  to  establish  depots 
or  to  claim  indemnification. 

However,  while  maintaining  the  standpoint  it  has  already  developed  concerning  the 
the  point  of  right,  the  Sublime  Porte  did  not  omit  examining  the  objections  to  which 
the  tariff  in  force  ini^ht  give  rise.  The  qnestion  was  referred  to  a  special  commission, 
which  has  recorded  m  a  report  the  result  of  its  deliberations.  The  Sublime  Porte 
reserves  to  itself  the  examinations  of  this  work  to  ascertain  if  it  be  necessary  or  not 
to  lower  the  dues  at  present  collected. 

The  United  States  legation  may  be  sure  that  the  Imperial  Government  has  given 
this  affair  the  most  serious  attention,  and  that  its  greatest  desire  is  to  conciliate  all 
interests  engaged. 


No.  434. 
Mr.  WalUice  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  381.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  April  26, 1884.  (Received  May  13.) 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  papers  touching  the  affair 
of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds;  one,  from  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  conveying  the  idea  that  the  authorities  of  Bitlis  have  been  mak- 
ing extraordinary  exertions  to  bring  Moassa  Bey  to  justice,  and  that 
they  are  now  making  such  exertions  and  mean  to  continue  them ;  the 
other  is  a  copy  of  an  official  report  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice- 
-counsel  at  Van,  which  states  that  the  zaptiehs  sent  to  arrest  Moussa 
found  him,  but  let  him  go.     For  the  latter  I  am  indebted  to  Lord 

Duflferin. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

LEWIS  WALLACE. 


[Inolosare  1  in  No.  381.— Translfttlon.J 

AsHm  Pasha  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  April  21,  1884. 
Monsieur  l'Envoy1&  :  To  follow  the  note  from  my  department  dated  the  20th  of 
last  March,  No.  78964,  11,  relative  to  the  affair  of  Mewrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  yonr  excellency  that  the  jndicial  authorities  of  Bitlis,  to  whom 
the  Minister  of  Justice  had  addressed  h^  telegraph  most  urgent  recommendations,  have 
Just  answered  him  that,  notwithstanding  all  their  efforts  the  inquiries  and  investiga- 
tions made  hy  them  had  not  yet  obtain^  the  desired  result,  but  that  they  would  h% 
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continued  with  the  greatest  energy.  In  presence  of  this  situation  the  department  of 
justice  has  thought  proper  to  ask  to  have  the  papers  concerning  this  affair  tsent  to  Con- 
btantinople  to  have  them  submitted  to  the  minute  examination,  and  to  satisfy  itself 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  inquest  had  been  conducted.  Meanwhile  it  has  not  failed 
to  renew  to  the  competent  authorities  categorical  orders  to  exert  the  greatest  activity 
to  obtain  the  solution  Justice  has  in  view. 

In  reserving  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  future  information  I  may  receive 
concerning  this  affiiir,  I  beg  you  to  be  persuaded  that  the  Imperial  Government  will 
not  lose  sight  of  this  affair. 
Accept,  &c., 

M.  A88IM. 


*     [iDcloanre  2  in  No.  S81.] 
ifr.  Eyrea  to  LieuienanUColonel  W.  BveretU 

Van,  ifarc*  31,  1884. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  news  from  Bitlis  to  the  effect  that  Meza  Bey,  father  of  Mouma 
Bey,  has  been  dismissed  from  his  post  of  Caimma  kam,  of  Modkan.    The  deflerdar 
of  Bitlis,  Husseim  Bey,  has  also  bet*n  dismissed. 

The  governor-general,  Arif  Pasha,  lately  sent  a  summons  to  Moussa  Bey  to  ap- 
pear b<7ore  the  criminal  court  and  stand  his  trial  for  the  attack  on  the  Anieriean 
missionaries.  No  attention  was  paid  to  this  summons,  and  zaptiehs  were  sent  to  ar- 
rest him,  but  Moussa  Bey  refused  to  accompany  them,  and  the  zaptiehs  returned 
without  effecting  their  purpose. 
I  have  &o.f 

H.  C.  A.  EYRES. 


1^0.  435. 

Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  388.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

ConstantinoplCj  May  14, 1884.  (Received  June  2.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  trausmit  a  copy  and  translatiou  of  a  note 
from  the  Sublime  Porte,  received  recently  at  the  legation,  which  I 
think  may  be  accepted  as  an  ultimatum  respecting  the  case  of  Dr. 
Pflanm.  Further  action  on  our  part,  if  any  is  taken,  now  rests  with 
the  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  HL  HEAP. 


[Indosore  in  No.  888.— TranaUtion.] 
AeHm  Pasha  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

MiNISTBT  OF  FOKBION  AFFAIR^, 

Sublime  Porte,  April  30,  1884. 
Monsieur  l'EnyotA  :  The  imperial  ministry  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note 
your  exceUenoy  was  good  enough  to  address  it  the  27th  of  last  Fehruary  (No.  204), 
relative  to  the  affair  of  Dr.  Pflaum. 

This  communication  presents  no  new  considerations  in  the  discussion  which  would 
Justify  a  modification  of  the  views  exposed  hy  my  Department  in  its  verbal  note  Ka 
73708,6. 

Your  excellency  wiU  permit  me,  therefore,  to  wait  for  the  result  of  the  measures 
we  have  taken  in  relation  to  this  affair  with  the  ministry  of  justice  and  of  the 
interior. 

Accept,  Slo., 

M.  ASSIM. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


TURKEY.  565 

No.  436. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr,  Wallace. 

No.  192.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  May^  20,  1884. 

Sib  :  Your  No.  381,  of  the  26tli  ultimo,  has  been  received.  It  is  diffl- 
ealt  to  see  what  further  steps  can  be  presently  taken  to  press  the  case 
of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Reynolds.  No  more  positive  assurances  could 
be  asked  or  given  than  those  furnished  to  you  by  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs  that  every  effort  is  in  progress  to  procure  the  arrest  of  Moussa 
Bey,  and  that  the  delinquent  oflBcials  concerned  in  the  previous  failure 
of  justice  in  this  regard  have  been  removed. 

The  statement  of  Mr,  Eyres,  British  vice-consul  at  Van,  that  "zap- 
tiehs  were  sent  to  arrest  him,  but  Moussa  Bey  refused  to  accompany 
tbem,  and  the  zaptiehs  returned  without  effecting  their  purpose"  is  not 
inconsistent  with  a  possibility  that  the  arresting  party  may  not  have 
been  strong  enough  to  attempt  the  seizure  of  Moussa  by  force  at  his 
own  residence. 

Further  events  can  only  determine  whether  any  fresh  proofs  of  de- 
linquency in  the  proceedings  against  Moussa  are  to  be  added  to  those 
of  which  we  already  think  we  have  such  good  cause  to  complain.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  you  shpuld  continue  to  receive,  in  a  friendly  way. 
such  information  todching  events  at  Bitlis  as  the  British  vice-consul 
may  chance  to  report,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lord  Dufferin  will,  in 
this  respect,  continue  to  extend  to  you  his  marked  courtesy,  which  this 
Oovemment  highly  appreciates. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEBD'K  T.  FRELrN^GHUYSBN. 


No.  437. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

No.  196.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  May  28,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
comm'unication*  from  Edward  W.  Gilman,  secretary  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Turkey. 

If  the  law  allows  the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Turkey,  the  rights 
of  American  vendors  must  be  protected. 

You  should  leave  nothing  undone  to  protect  the  lawful  rights  of 
American  citizens  engaged  in  such  occupations,  and  have  extended  to 
them  whatever  privileges  the  citizens  of  other  nations  have. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 

*  For  inclosare  see  inolosure  to  document  No.  192  anle,  page  262. 
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No.  438. 
Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

'So.  396.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  June  4,  1884.  (Received  June  23.) 
Sir  :  •  ♦  •  a  note  was  sent  to  me  on  the  2d  instant  by  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs,  reminding  me  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  would 
cease  to  exist  on  the  5th  of  June,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  this  commnnica- 
tion  as  well  as  of  my  reply  to  it  dated  to  day,  informing  his  excellency 
that  in  the  view  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  treaty  of 
1882  is  not  duly  ended,  bat  if  the  Imperial  Government  maintains  its 
intention  of  denouncing  that  treaty,  I  am  instructed  to  declare  to  his 
excellency  that  the  United  States  Gfovernment  falls  back  on  the  treaty 
concluded  in  1830,  which  remains  in  full  force  and  effect  in  all  its  parts 
after  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  of  1862.  •  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


[Inoloenre  1  in  Ko.  396.— TranslatioD.J 

As9im  Pasha  to  Mr,  Heap, 

Ministry  of  Foreigx  Affairs, 

Sublime  Porte,  June  2, 1884. 
Mr.  Charge  d'affaires  :  In  sequel  to  the  oommanications  from  my  Department 
relative  to  the  renewal  of  the  existing  treaty  of  commerce  between  Turkey  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  I  have  to  remind  you  that  this  treaty  was  denounced  by 
the  Sublime  Parte  at  the  proper  time. 

Subsequently,  the  conclusion  of  a  provisional  convention  for  the  prolongation  of 
this  act  was  proposed  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  but  as  no  agreement  on 
this  subject  has  been  come  to  up  to  this  time,  the  treaty  will  have  ceased  to  exist 
from  the  5th  of  June,  1684. 

As  the  application  of  the  new  custom-house  system  is  near  at  hand,  I  have  consid- 
ered it  my  duty  to  remind  you  of  the  fact. 
Accept,  dec, 

M.  ASSDL 


[Inolosure  2  in  No.  896.] 

Mr,  Heap  to  AsHm  Pasha, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  June  4,  1884. 

Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
oommunication  of  the  2d  instant,  Nos.  74806, 23,  relative  to  ihe  treaty  of  commeroe 
between  the  Uuited  States  of  America  and  Turkey,  which  your  excellency  reminds 
me,  has  been  denounced  by  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Your  excellency  is  pleased  also  to  observe  that  subsequently  a  provisional  conven- 
tion was  proposed  to  the  legatiou  of  the  United  States  for  the  prolongation  of  this 
instrument,  but,  as  no  agreement  was  come  to  on  the  subject,  the  treaty  will  cease  tb 
exist  from  the  5th  June,  1884. 

Your  excellency  is  good  enough  to  remark  in  conclusion  that  it  is  your  d'Uty  to  in- 
form me  of  this  fact,  as  the  inauguration  of  a  new  system  of  customs  dues  is  near  at 
hand. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  a  protocol  was  proposed  to  his  excellency  TevfikPasha, 
the  Ottoman  minister  at  Washington,  by  the  Department  of  State  ,on  the  21st  of  March 
last,  in  view  of  the  intention  of  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Government  to  denounce  the 
treaty  of  the  25th  of  February,  1862.    This  protocol  was  rejected. 
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The  object  of  the  protocol  was  to  place  the  two  GrovernmenU  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  regard  to  other  Governments,  and  its  principal  stipalation  is  to  the  effect  that 
they  shall  reciprocally  enloy  the  rights  granted  to  other  most  favored  nations.  These 
provisions  being  eminently  jnst  and  equitable  it  was  reasonable  to  entertain  the  ex- 
pectation that  the^  would  be  found  acceptable  by  the  Imperial  Government,  particu- 
larly as  they  were  intended  to  bridge  over  the  inconvenience  of  a  period  of  transition, 
between  the  denunciation  of  the  existing  treaty  of  commerce  aod  the  negotiation  of 
»  new  one. 

However,  in  the  view  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  treatv  of  1832  is- 
noi  duly  ended,  but  if  the  Imperial  Government  maintains  its  intention  of  denouncing 
that  treaty.  I  am  iastructed  to  declare  to  your  excellency  that  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment falls  back  on  the  treaty  concluded  between  our  two  respective  Governments- 
in  1830,  which  remains  in  full  force  and  effect  in  all  its  parts  after  the  expiration  o£* 
the  treaty  of  1862. 
I  beg,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP.- 


No.  439. 
Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  402.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  June  19, 1884.    (Received  July  7.) 

Sib:  •  •  •  Referring  to  dispatch  No.  196,  relative  to  the  re- 
strictions  imposed  upon  the  sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  Turkey,  com» 
plained  of  by  the  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society  of  New  York^ 
I  have  to  state  that  I  waited  on  the  minister  for  foreign  afifairs  the  day 
I  received  the  dispatch  and  called  his  attention  to  this  often-repeated 
grievance.  There  is  now  reason  to  believe  that  this  question  is  in  a 
fair  way  of  adjustment,  although  some  time  will  elapse  before  the  nec- 
essary orders  can  reach  all  the  governors  and  other  provincial  author- 
ities. 

Similar  restrictions  have  occurred  here,  but  upon  being  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  legation  or  consulate-general  the  causes  for  com- 
plaint have  been  remov^. 

The  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  American  Bible  Society^ 
particularly  in  the  sale  of  their  books,  come  less  from  Mohammedans  than 
firom  Christian  sects. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


No.  440. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Heap. 

No  207.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  30, 1884. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  No.  388,  of  the  14th  ultimo^  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  Dr.  Pflaum,  and  have  to  observe  that  no  serious  objection 
is  here  perceived  to  awaiting  the  result  of  the  examination  by  the  min- 
ister of  justice,  who,  it  may  be  assumed,  is  charged  with  the  essential 
point  of  the  complaint,  namely,  the  imprisonment  of  Dr.  Pflaum,  and 
may  thus  be  deemed  a  recession  from  his  extreme  ground  that  the  treat- 
ment of  Dr.  Pflaum  was  justified  at  every  step. 
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If  the  Oovernment  of  the  Porte  shoald  find  that  the  Turkish  ezecm- 
tion  of  the  sentence  was  justifiable,  you  will  protest  against  the  same 
SL8  an  undeniable  violation  of  article  4  of  the  treaty  of  1830. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSEK 


No.  441. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Heap. 

1^0.  208.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingtoHy  July  1,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge,  with  approval,  your  No.  396,  of  the  4th 
ultimo,  concerning  the  deimuciatioii  of  the  treaty  of  1862  by  the  Sub- 
lime Porte,  and  your  note  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  reserving 
All  rights  of  this  Government  under  the  treaty  of  liSo. 

In  your  note  to  Assim  Pasha  you  appoar  to  have  met  the  implication 
of  the  Porte  that  its  proposal  to  establish  a  modus  vivendi^  under  the 
treaty  of  1862,  had  been  unsuccessful  through  our  i^ilure  to  come  to  an 
agreement.  The  protocol  submitted  by  this  Government  was  in  re- 
sponse to  the  Porte's  general  and  unformulated  proposal,  and  it  waa 
rejected  without  being,  as  would  appear,  ever  considered  or  being 
•deemed  to  merit  the  submission  of  a  counterdrafl ;  neither  does  Tevfik 
Pasha's  note  of  rejection  even  show  in  what  respects  it  was  unaccepta- 
ble nor  suggest  any  amendment. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHXTYSEK 


No.  442. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Heap. 

3^0. 214.]  ,  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  17,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  of  thanks,  of  the  14th  instant,  from 
the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society  at  New 
York,  to  whom  the  information  imparted  by  your  dispatch  No.  402,  of 
the  19th  ultimo,  was  communicated.  Mr.  Gilman  refers  in  his  letter  to 
two  recent  cases  occurring  at  Constantinople,  where  the  customs  author- 
ities have  so  far  declined  to  pass  the  Bibles  ordered  from  Beirut,  on 
the  ground  that  the  books  are  printed  in  Arabic  and  cannot  easily  be 
read  by  the  oflBcials.  They  are  uncertain,  therefore,  whether  the  Biblet 
-are  what  they  purport  to  be. 

Whatever  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  these  books, 
provided  they  have  not  been  passed  upon  the  receipt  of  this  instruc* 
iion,  you  will  do. 
1  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLINGHDTSEN. 
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[Indckare  in  Ko.  314.] 

Mr.  Oilman  to  Mr.  FreUnghuyten, 

BiBLB  House,  Astor  Place, 

New  York,  July  14,  1884. 

8iR :  I  take  this  early  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  information  con- 
t«ln«'d  in  your  communication  addressed  to  me,  under  date  of  July  11,  and  for  th« 
pr  >mptness  with  which  the  instructions  of  the  Department  were  given  to  the  minis- 
ter at  Constantinople,  in  respect  to  matters  which  had  led  the  American  Bible  Society 
to  invoke  the  kind  offices  of  the  Government. 

I  cannot  forbear,  however,  to  express  the  conviction  that  something  more  is  needed 
to  secure  for  the  society  and  its  agents,  even  in  the  capital  of  the  Empire,  the  rights 
of  American  citizens  engaged  in  lawful  trade.  An  illustration  of  this  is  contained  in 
A  letter  which  1  have  just  received  from  Constantinople,  written  ten  days  after  th« 
date  of  Mr.  Heap's  dispatch  No.  40'^.  My  correspondent  says,  *^Two  casea  of  Arabic 
Bibles  and  Testaments  which  1  ordered  from  Beirnt  some  months  ago,  and  which  have 
been  in  the  custom-house  here  for  seven  weeks,  although  having  the  regular  papers 
and  pronounced,  over  and  over  again,  all  good  and  harmless,  are  not  yet  piven  up. 
If  we  in  the  capital  sutler  such  things  you  can  imagine  the  state  of  things  m  the  in- 
terior. We  hope  in  the  end  to  get  our  books,  but  the  whole  thiu|^  is  an  outrage." 
We  understand  the  excuse  in  this  cane  to  be  that,  as  the  books  are  in  Arabic,  the  offl- 
eials  cannot  read  them  well,  and  that  they  are  not  sure  they  are  what  they  purport 
to  be. 

We  are  thankful  to  learn  that  in  the  case  of  the  colporteur  who  was  arrested  near 
Smyrna  some  months  ago  our  consul,  Mr.  Stevens,  took  very  energetic  measures, 
which  resulted  not  only  in  the  release  of  the  man,  but  in  the  issue  by  the  Government 
of  a  paper  which  will  prot«>ct  him  in  future. 

With  renewed  thanks  for  the  courtesy  we  have  uniformly  received  from  the  De- 
partment, I  am,  &c., 

EDWARD  W.  GILMAK, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


No.  443. 

Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  414.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  July  18, 1884.    (Received  Aagast  2.) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ioclose  copies  of  a  note  from  the  Earl  of 
Dufferin  dated  the  14th  instant,  with  its  inclosures,  and  of  my  reply  to 
the  same ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herrick,  a  mis- 
sionary residing  here,  concerning  the  difficulties  and  obstructions 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  American  missionaries  in  Armenia  by  the  local 
authorities  in  the  smaller  towns  and  villages  to  prevent  the  sale  of  their 
books. 

This  is  a  frequent  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  missionaries, 
not  only  in  the  smaller  towns  in  the  interior,  as  stated  in  this  corres- 
pondence, but  also  in  the  larger  cities,  not  excepting  Constantinople. 
This  opposition  to  the  sale  of  these  books  comes  in  part  from  the  Arme- 
nians, particularly  the  clergy,  who  have  considerable  influence  in  Asia 
Minor,  and  who  look  upon  them  as  the  cause  of  the  conversion  of  many 
of  their  people  to  Protestantism,  and  in  part  from  the  Turks  themselves 
who  believe  that  it  is  owing  to  the  teachings  of  the  missionaries  through 
their  publications  that  so  many  young  Armenians  emigrate  to  America, 
and  after  obtaining  naturalization  return  here  and  ^laim  the  protection 
of  the  United  States.  The  Turkish  Government  is  beginning  to  refuse 
recognition  of  the  foreign  naturalization  of  their  subjects  who  have  left 
their  country  without  permission.    This  is  the  case  with  nearly  all  the 
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ArmeniaDs  who  go  to  the  United  States.    Hence  they  have  freqient 
trouble  with  the  anthorities  on  their  retarn. 

Colonel  Everett,  Her  Majesty's  consal  at  Erzeroum,  takes  a  sensible 
view  of  the  question,  and  the  missionaries  would  do  wisely  in  following 
his  advice. 

It  is  extremely  difficult,  in  the  present  disposition  at  the  Porte 
towards  our  missionaries  in  Armenia,  to  induce  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  to  send  categorical  and  energetic  orders  to  the  governors  and 
sub-governors  in  the  provinces  to  respect  and  protect  their  rights — 
orders  that  are  meant  to  be  obeyed.  There  is  a  strong  occult  Ar- 
menian influence  at  the  Porte  which  renders  it  difficult  to  effect  a  satis- 
factory settlement  of  any  question  in  which  an  Armenian  is  involved. 

As  we  have  no  consular  representative  in  those  distant  and  extensive 
regions,  throughout  which  so  many  Americans  are  scattered,  I  was  glad 
to  avail  myself  of  Lord  Dufferin's  very  courteous  offer  to  instruct  the. 
British  consuls  there  to  look  after  their  interests. 
I  am,  &c. 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


[Inolosure  1  in  No.  414.] 

I4>rd  Dufferin  to  Mr,  Heap, 

TuBRAPiA,  July  14,  18S4. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received 
from  Her  Majesty's  consal  at  Erzeroum  inclosinj;  a  copy  or  a  communication  addressed 
to  him  by  the  Rev.  Robei*t  Chambers,  an  American  missionary  stationed  at  that  olaoe. 
This  communication,  as  yon  will  perceive,  sets  forth  the  restraints  which  are  Deing 
^placed  on  the  Erzeroum  American  mission  by  the  Ipcal  anthorities,  and  suggeste  tluit 
it  might  be  conducive  to  their  better  treatment  if  certified  copies  of  the  firman  granted 
to  the  Protestant  subjects  of  the  Sublime  Porte  by  Sultan  Mecyid,  accompanied  by 
strict  orders  to  maintain  its  provisions,  were  sent  by  the  Erzeroum  government  to 
the  various  local  anthorities  of  that  vilayet. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  a  further  dispatch  from  Colonel  Everett  reporting 

tiie  seizure  of  some  of  Mr.  Chambers'  books  and  the  action  taken  by  him  in  conseqaeno^ 

I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me  whether  yon  are  disposed  to  take 

any  steps  in  this  matter,  and  I  need  hardly  state  that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  assist 

jou  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

I  have,  d^., 

DUFFERIN. 


[Inolo6are2iiiKo.  414.] 

Mr,  Heap  to  Lord  Dufferin, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Therapia^  July  18, 1884. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  been  expecting  a  letter  from  the  Bible  House,  which  has  delayed 
my  acknowledging  the  note  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  14th 
instant,  inclosius  copies  of  two  letters  from  Colonel  Everett,  concerning  the  restric- 
tions which  are  placed  by  the  anthorities  in  Asia  Minor  on  the  sale  of  books  by  Amer- 
ican missionaries. 

I  beg  to  thank  your  lordship  for  your  kind  oflTer  to  assist  me  as  far  as  lies  in  your 
power.  Your  lordship  having  already  instructed  Colonel  Everett,  and,  through  him, 
Her  Majesty's  other  consular  officers  in  Asia  Minor,  to  give  protection  and  assistance 
to  Americans  in  that  part  of  the  Empire,  I  vent u re  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  condu- 
cive to  much  additional  advantage  if  the  Porte  were  officially  informed  that  British 
consuls  are  in8truct<»d  to  extend  their  protection  to  Americans. whenever  they  are 
found  residing  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  consular  authorities.  If  this  sug- 
gestion meetfi  with  your  approval  I  shall  write  to  the  Porte  to  the  eflfect  that  Amer- 
ican citizens  are  authorized  to  apply  to  Her  Majesty's  consuls  for  protection  and  as- 
sistance. 
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I  have  been  asked  by  the  missionaries  to  make  this  suggestion,  and  your  uniform 
kindness  to  our  citizens  encourages  me  to  comply  with  their  reqaest. 

I  shall  also  ask  the  Porte  to  send  the  orders  to  the  volis  that  Colonel  Everett  speak» 
of,  and  hope  that  they  will  have  the  effect  he  anticipates. 
J  remain,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


[Inolosare  8  In  Ko.  AH] 

Mr.  Merrick  to  Mr.  Heap. 

July  15, 1884. 
D^R  Sir  :  I  find  in  my  latest  note  from  Rev.  Dr.  Bamum,  of  Harpoot,  the  follow- 
ing: 

'*  Colonel  Everett  has  told  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Erzeroam,  that  American  subiecta 
kare  been  placed  under  British  protection,  but  the  Porte  and  the  volis  have  not  been 
informed  of  it,  and  that  the  American  legation  should  give  the  necessary  informa- 
tion." 

Would  it  suit  your  view  of  the  case  to  officially  inform  Dr.  Barnum  and  other 
American  citizens  remote  from  American  consuls,  that  they  are  to  apply  to  British 
oodbuIb,  and  also  to  request  the  Turkish  Goverment  to  so  notify  the  volis  ? 
Yours,  Ac, 

GEO.  F.  HERRICK. 


[Inclosure  4  in  No.  414.  ]  * 

Mr.  Everett  to  Lord  Dufferin. 

Erzeroum,  June  26,  1884. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  havo 
received  from  the  Rev.  R.  Chambers,  an  American  missionary  stationed  at  this  place. 

In  presenting  it  to  me  Mr.  Chambers  begged  that  I  would  bring  his  request  to  the 
notice  of  your  excellency,  whose  kind  officeshe  solicits.  At  the  same  time  he  is  writing 
to  his  chiefs  at  Constantinople,  req nesting  them  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency, 
the  American  minister,  to  the  grievous  restraints  which  are  being  placed  on  the  mis- 
sion at  the  present  time  bv  the  local  authorities. 

These  restraints,  Mr.  Chambers  informs  me,  comprise  the  mutilation,  and  in  some 
cases,  confiscation,  of  their  books  by  the  education  department  here,  although  these 
books  have  already  passed  the  censorship  at  Constantinople,  a  prohibition  to  sell  any 
of  them  except  in  the  principal  towns,  under  the  penalty  of  imprisonment,  detention 
in  jail  of  their  agents  m  the  sab-provinces  by  the  local  governors,  and  confiscation  of 
the  books  found  upou  them,'  a  growing  tendency  to  ignore  the  Protestants  as  a  sepa- 
rate community,  and  in  fact  every  sort  of  annoyance  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  Chambers  appears  to  have  formed  an  opinion  that  some  of  these  evils  might  be 
lessened  if  it  were  more  generally  known  in  the  sub-provinces  that  a  Protestant  fir- 
man exists. 

It  is  probable  that  in  many  of  the  cazas  the  sub-governors  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  a  Protestant  firman,  and  that  in  many  others  there  is  entire  ignor- 
ance of  its  terms,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  would  be  any  amelioration  of  the 
oondltion  of  the  Protestants,  even  if  the  governors  of  the  cazas  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Chambers  were  so  provided.  I  base  this  opinion  on  the  ground  that  the  rights  of  the- 
Protestants  are  well  known  to  the  authorities  by  whom  tne  books  are  mutilated  and 
confiscated,  and  from  whom  the  Instractions  proceed  restricting  their  sale.  An  order 
from  the  Sublime  Porte  reminding  the  authorities  here  of  the  rights  ac(][uired  by  the 
Protestants  through  the  firman  and  enjoining  them  to  take  care  that  in  future  this 
community  should  be  in  no  way  molested,  would  be,  perhaps,  more  efficacious. 


I  aui,  &o.. 


WILLIAM  EVERETT. 


[Inclosure  5  in  No.  414.] 

Mr.  Chambers  to  Colonel  Everett. 

Erezroum,  June  20,  1884. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Great  Britain  has  been  the  chief  instrument  in  the  Divine  hand 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  in  this,  as- 
in  many  other  countries.    The  firman  which  secures  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tho 
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Protestant  sabjeots  of  the  Porte  was  obtained  from  the  Saltan  Abdol  Medjid  by  thm 
good  o£Qce8  of  the  British  Goyernment,  which  has  never  remitted  its  efforts  for  ob- 
taining eqnal  rights  for  all  classes  of  the  snbjects  of  this  Empire. 

I  am  yery  sorry  to  have  to  say  that  the  provisions  of  the  aoove-mentioned  firmaa 
4ure  often  ignored  or  imperfectly  acknowledged  in  many  of  the  provinces  of  the  Ene- 
Tonm  vilayet,  which  state  of  things  mav,  I  think,  bf  accounted  for,  in  parr,  on  the 
snpposition  that  the  firman  and  its  provisions  are  generally  unknown. 

May  I  ask  yon  kindly  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  conducive  to  good  resnlte 
in  many  wavs  that  certified  copies  of  the  firman,  accompanied  also  by  strict  iniuno- 
tions  from  the  Erzeroum  government  to  the  various  local  governors  and  officials,  be 
sent  to  the  following  seats  of  local  government,  viz  :  £mnK<*n,  Kemakh,  Momakho- 
tnn,  Kasaba  (Keghi),  Khanous,  HassankalHh,  Toprakkalsh,  Kora,  Kilissa,  and  Bayaxid. 
At  the  present  time  o^enses  against  liberty  of  conscience  are  being  coniniitt«*d  in 
Khanons  and  Keghi — offenses  the  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  which  empha^^zes 
the  need  of  some  such  steps  as  those  which  I  have  above  indicated. 

Your  kind  attention  to  this  request  will  confer  another  lasting  favor  upon  many  of 
the  bubjects  of  this  Empire. 
I  am,  Sec, 

R.  CHAMBERS. 


[Inclosure  6  in  No.  414.] 

Mr.  Everett  to  Lord  Dufferin, 

Erzeroum,  July  3, 1884. 

My  Lord:  I  had^barely  written  my  dispatch  No.  28,  of  the  26th  nlti mo, before  1 
Teceived  another  communication  from  Mr.  Chambers,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  nam- 
ber  of  books  which  had  been  seized  by  the  authorities  at  Khanous  were  detaintnl  bj 
the  censor  here,  who  refuse<l  to  deliver  them  up  unless  the  colporteur  on  whom  tbej 
were  found  signed  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  he  would  not  again  sell  any  boon 
except  in  the  chief  towns  of  the  sub- provinces  of  the  vilayet. 

Believing  that  I  might  be  able  to  render  Mr.  Chambers  some  assistance  in  this  mat- 
ter without  going  beyond  my  instructiona,  I  directed  Mr.  Devey  to  see  the  censor, 
and  if  he  remsed  to  give  up  the  books  to  call  on  the  voli.  The  censor  refusing,  Bfr. 
Devey  called  upon  the  voli,  who  at  once  ordered  the  books  to  be  returned.  They 
were  ^iven  back  the  next  day. 

Dunng  Mr.  Devey's  interview  with  the  voli  his  excellency  pointed  out  that  he  haA 
received  an  order  from  Constantinople,  applicable  to  all  communities,  that  in  futora 
no  books  of  any  kind  were  to  be  sold  except  in  the  chief  towns  or  villages  of  tha 
sanjaks,  cazas,  and  mahichs  of  the  vilayet. 

No  doubt  this  order  is  a  certain  restriction  to  the  Protestants  who  have  always  beem 
in  the  habit  of  hawking  their  books  about  in  the  villages,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  tha 
Government  may  have  good  reason  for  controlling  the  saje  of  books  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  certainly  could  not  be  expected  ihat  the  Protestants  should  be  placed  om 
a  more  advantageous  footing  in  this  respect  than  the  other  Christian  commnuitiea. 

For  the  present  I  have  recommended  Mr.  Chambers  to  instruct  his  agents  to  comply 
strictly  with  the  existing  orders,  and  I  have  also  advised  him  to  court  the  examina- 
tion of  his  books,  and  nuve  them  all  stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  vilayet,  befora 
being  issued  to  the  colporteur  for  sale,  and  whether  or  no  they  may  have  passed  tba 
censorship  at  Constantinople. 

By  huch  measures,  it  appears  to  me,  he  will  not  only  entirely  avoid  collision  witk 
the  authorities,  but  he  will  be  likely  to  gain  their  respe^  and  confidence. 
I  am,  <&c., 

WILLIAM  EVERETT 


No.  444. 

Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  422]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinople^  August  13,  1884.    (Received  September  1.) 
Sm:  Adverting  to  year  dispatches  Dumbered  196  and  214,  dat^d  th« 
^th  of  May  and  17th  July  respectively,  relative  to  the  restriction  on 
the  sale  of  the  American  Bible  Society's  books,  and  more  especially  to 
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the  detention  by  thecastomhouse  hereof  their  Bibles  printed  in  Arabic^ 
I  bave  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  minister  of  public  instruction 
directed  the  cusrom-house  on  the  4th  of  July  last  to  deliver  these  books 
to'tbeir  owner  or  consignee. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  interior  as  well  as  here  the  authori- 
ties, particularly  the  subordinate  and  more  illiterate  ones,  through  mis- 
directed or  ignorant  zeal,  interfere  so  often  with  the  colporteurs  of  the 
Bible  Society  although  they  are  duly  licensed  and  the  books  they  have 
for  8nle  have  passed  the  censorship.  The  superior  authorities  appear 
to  disapprove  of  the  arbitrary  acts  of  their  subordinates,  but  do  not 
seem  able  to  prevent  them,  and  when  a  seizure  of  books  takes  place 
they  allow  so  many  delays  and  formalities  to  be  interposed  that  much 
time  usually  elapses  before  redress  can  be  obtained. 

The  olil  time  rough  and  ready  justice  of  the  pashas,  who  received 
examined  and  gave  decisions  on  complaints  in  a  single  sitting,  had  its 
advantages,  but  all  this  is  changed  and  the  celerity  of  Turkish  legal 
promliue  exists  only  in  tradition. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


No.  445. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Heap. 

No.  220.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  19, 1884. 

8iR:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  414,  of  the  18th 
nltinio,  respecting  the  protection  of  American  citizens  in  Asia  Minor 
(AruuMiia)  hy  British  consuls,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Department 
was  oxrtMMllngly  gratified  to  learn  of  the  very  courteous  offer  made  by 
Lord  l)tif1*»'rln,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  representative  at  Constantinople, 
in  rei'eivnct*  to  the  protection  by  British  consular  officers  of  the  rights 
of  Aiaei  iean  citizens  engaged  in  the  sale  of  books  in  those  distant  re- 
gions of  Tnrkcy  remote  from  our  consular  representatives. 

The  occasion  for  such  protection  seems  to  have  arisen  on  account  of 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  sale  of  books  by  the  local  authorities  in 
Armenia. 

The  restraint,  complained  of  to  the  British  consular  authorities,  seems 
to  comprise  the  mutilation  and  in  some  instances  the  confiscation  of 
their  books  by  the  education  department  of  the  local  authorities,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  books  have  already  passed  the  censor- 
ship at  Constantinople. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  atErzeroum,  Mr.  Everett,  in  his  report 
of  the  matter  to  Lord  Dufferin,  says:  "It  is  probable  that  in  many 
cas<'s  the  ]o<;al  authorities  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a 
Protestant  Firman,  and  that  in  many  others  there  is  entire  ignorance 
of  its  terms,"  and  suggests  that  it  might  be  conducive  to  the  better 
treatment  of  the  American  citizens  engaged  in  the  book  trade  if  an 
order  be  issued  by  the  Sublime  Porte  reminding  the  local  authorities  in 
Asia  Minor  of  the  rights  acquired  by  the  American  citizens  through 
the  firman,  and  enjoining  them  to  take  care  that  in  the  future  those  en- 
gaged in  such  work  be  in  no  way  molested. 

This  snggesti(»n  would  doubtless,  if  executed,  prove  efficacious  in 
many  cases.  You  are  therefore  instructed  to  use  your  good  offices  to 
prouiote  such  a  result. 
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Citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  sale  of  books  in  Tnrkey 
should,  at  all  times,  be  willing  to  show  the  local  authorities  that  the 
books  offered  for  sale  have  passed  the  censorship  at  Constantinople, 
and,  to  avoid  collision  with  such  authorities  in  the  interior,  the  books 
should  be  stamped  to  show  that  fact 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  such  measures  may  gain  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  such  authorities. 

You  are  authorized  to  express  to  Lord  Dufferin  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Everett,  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Erzeronm,  through  him,  the  thanks  of 
thin  Department  for  their  kind  and  courteous  intervention  on  behalf  of 
the  Bev.  Kobert  Chambers,  an  American  missionary  at  Erzeroum. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELWGHUYSEN. 


No.  446. 
Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.1 

/No.  430.]  *    Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Constantinople,  September  12, 1884.  (Received  Sept.  29.) 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  19th  of  August  last,  No.  220,  relative  to  the  protection  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  in  Asia  Minor,  the  sale  of  books,  and  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  active  part  the  Earl  of  Dufferin  has  taken  in  giving  protection, 
through  British  consuls,  in  that  portion  of  the  empire,  to  our  country- 
men in  need  of  it. 

I  met -Lord  Dufferin  last  evening  and  conveyed  to  him  the  expression 
of  your  gratification  to  learn  of  his  courteous  offer  in  reference  to  the 
protection  of  Americans  in  Armenia.  I  regret  that  we  shall  lose  by  his 
appointment  as  viceroy  of  India,  one  upon  whose  sympathy  we  coald 
always  rely  in  case  of  necessity.  •  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  H.  HEAP. 


No.  447. 
Mr.  Heap  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  441.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Constantinopley  October  10,  1884.    (Received  October  27.) 

Sib:  Referring  to  your  dispatch  of  July  17th  last.  No.  214,  relative 
to  the  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  the  publications  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  by  the  Ottoman  authorities,  I  regret  that  I  have  nothing  satis- 
factory to  rej>ort. 

I  have  had  repeated  conversations  with  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs on  the  subject  and  he  has  assurreil  me  that  he  has  asked  the  min- 
ister of  public  instruction  to  issue  orders  to  put  a  stop  to  the  arbitrary 
acts  of  the  subordinate  officials  in  the  provinces  who  interfere  with  and 
practically  stop  the  sale  of  books  hawked  about  the  country  by  colpor- 
teurs.   If  such  orders  have  been  given  they  have  had  no  effect.    The 
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authorities  do  not  seem  to  object  to  the  sale  of  books  by  stationary 
vendors  in  the  large  towns,  where  there  are  employes  who  are  able, 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  to  control  the  sales,  by  determining 
whether  the  publications  have  been  duly  approved  by  the  censorship ; 
but  they  do  object  to  books  being  hawked  about  the  country  and  in 
villages  where  there  are  no  competent  officials. 

Although  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  loyalty  of 
the  missionaries  and  are  sure  that  they  will  not  transgress  any  law 
or  regulation  upon  the  circulation  of  printed  matter,  it  is  difficult  to  in- 
spire the  Turk  with  the  same  confidence. 

The  frequent  emigration  of  young  men  to  the  United  States,  who  re- 
turn to  this  country  with  naturalization  papers,  is  attributed  in  a  large 
degree  to  the  influence  of  the  books  issued  by  the  American  Bible  House, 
and  especially  to  the  instruction  given  at  numerous  schools  established 
in  Armenia  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. 

The  Turks  are  probably  indifferent  to  this  proselyting  which  is  con- 
fined to  Armenian  Christians,  but  the  Armenian  clergy  do  not  take  so 
calm  a  view  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  owing  to  their  influence,  which  is, 
in  some  matters,  very  strong,  that  the  missionaries  encounter  so  many 
difficulties  in  the  prosecution  of  their  beneficent  and  civilizing  work. 

This  influence  is  daily  felt  not  only  in  the  sale  of  their  books,  but  in 
the  opening  of  schools,  which  were  formerly  licensed  without  much 
difficulty,  but  are  now  strongly  opposed  by  the  Turkish  authorities. 
The  refusal  to  grant  permission  for  the  establishment  of  printing  presses 
is  another  frequent  occasion  for  complaint. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  H.HEAP. 


VENEZUELA. 

No.  448. 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen. 

No.  839. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas  J  February  6,  1884.    (Received  February  25.) 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
No.  269,  of  date  22d  ultimo,  in  response  to  my  No.  808,  of  date  3d 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  B.  Wheelock,  and  approving 
my  memorandum  to  Mr.  Seijas  on  the  subject. 

It  will  have  been  seen  from  my  No.  824,  of  date  20th  ultimo,  that  my 
intention  of  following  up  the  matter  further  at  that  time  was  superseded 
by  the  receipt  of  a  verbal  note  from  Mr.  Seijas  which,  referring  to  the 
interviews  touching  the  matter  of  Mr.  Wheelock,  indicated  that  instruc- 
tions relative  to  Mr.  Wheelock's  case  were  being  sent  by  the  then  going 
mail  to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  Venezeula  at  Washington ;  and  from  my 
No.  829,  of  date  29th  ultimo,  it  will  be  seen  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
verbal  note  my  view  was  that  it  was  completely  within  the  competence 
of  this  Grovernment,  if  it  so  chose,  to  transfer  the  consideration  of  the 
matter  to  Washington,  through  the  instrumentality  of  its  charg6  d'af- 
faires at  that  capital,  and  that  the  verbal  note  in  question  was  an  indi- 
cation of  such  choice  on  the  part  of  this  Oovemment.    I  have  not  been 
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informed  what  are  the  instructious  sent  to  the  Venezuelan  charg^  d'af- 
faires relative  to  the  case. 

If,  in  any  possible  aspect  of  the  matter,  I  should  be  mistaken  in  the 
view  which  I  have  taken  as  to  the  legitimate  diplomatic  effect  of  Mr. 
Seijas's  said  verbal  note,  I  request  that  the  Department  will  advise  me 
thereof. 

I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER 


.    No.  449. 

Mr.  Frelinghvysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

Ko.  276.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  29,  1884. 
Sir  :  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  8J4,  (if  the 
20th  ultimo,  and  839,  of  the  6th  iustant,  relative  to  the  ca.se  of  John  E. 
Wheelock,  I  have  now  to  say,  with  especial  reference  to  the  latter  of 
these  dispatches,  that  the  reply  of  theYenezeulan  Government  upon  that 
subject,  as  i^ecently  received  through  its  charge  d'affaires,  Mr.  Soteldo,  is 
receiving  consideration.  You  will  therefore  await  further  instructi^ma 
before  taking  any  action. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  450. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

[Extract] 

No.  286.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  8,  18H4. 

SiE :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  •  from  Mr.  Soteldo,  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  Venezuela  here  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  in  nd»- 
tion  to  the  claim  of  John  E.  Wheelock  against  that  Republic,  and  of  my 
reply  to  Mr.  Soteldo  of  the  4th  instant,  wherein  I  set  forth  the  reasons 
which  made  it  inexpedient  anl  impracticable  to  accept  the  contention 
of  the  Venezuelan  Government  in  that  case. 

Tou  will  accordingly  renew  the  demand  heretofore  made  in  ]Slr. 
Wheelock's  behalf,  and  press  it  with  all  consistent  dispatch  to  a  spee<ly 
and  equitable  conclusion.    ♦    •    • 

Adding  that  the  correspondence  upon  this  subject,  subsequent  to  that 
contained  in  House  Executive  Document  No.  87,  Forty-eighth  Congress, 
first  session,  is  being  prepared  for  transmission  to  that  body  an  supple- 
menting that  of  February  7. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 

*  For  inolosares  see  docaments  numbered  468  and  4G&po8i, 
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No.  451. 
Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  892.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  April  10,  1884.  (Received  April  28.) 
SiB:  A  matter  affecting  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at 
Ciadad  Bolivar,  has  recently  occurred  in  this  capital.  The  Opinion 
Naeional  of  the  3l8t  ultimo  contained  a  letter,  which  is  really  an  order 
from  the  President,  Guzman  Blanco,  directing,  in  substance,  that  Mr. 
John  Dalton  and  some  twenty  or  more  other  persons  of  Ciudad  Boli- 
var, be  subjected  to  an  arrest  of  three  days  in  the  quarters  of  the 
national  force ;  that  is,  in  effect,  be  subjected  to  three  days'  imprison- 
ment in  the  military  quarters  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  for,  in  short,  having 
made  a  representation  touching  a  certain  matter  of  the  domestic  econ- 
omy of  the  country,  in  terms  which  the  President  regards  as  disrespect- 
ful. I  first  saw  this  letter  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  prepare  a  note  to  Mr.  Seijas  on  the  matter,  concluding 
with  a  respectful  request  that  said  order  be  not  executed  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  Mr.  Dalton,  and  a  respectful  and  solemn  protest  against  its 
execution  as  applied  to  him.  This  note  I  sent  to  Mr.  Seijas  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  1st  instant.  On  the  8th  instant  1  received  from  Mr.  Seijas,  in 
answer,  a  somewhat  lengthy  and  completely  unsatisfactory  note,  of 
date  7th  instant,  setting  at  naught  my  request  and  my  protest.  With 
other  work,  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  prepare  a  proper  reply,  and  a  full 
report  of  the  case  and  correspondence  must  necessarily  await  the  next 
mail.  I  merely  write  this  for  your  early  preliminary  information.  •  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


No.  452. 

Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  902.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  April  18,  188  i.    (Received  May  3.) 

Sib  :  Referring  to  my  No.  892,  of  date  10th  instant,  relative  to  an 
order  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at  Ciu- 
dad Bolivar,  and  others,  I  now  write  to  say  that  I  find  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  send  a  full  report  of  the  case  by  the  present  mail.  There 
are  some  things  which  Mr.  Seijas  refers  to  in  his  note  on  the  subject 
which  I  wish  to  look  at  before  writing  my  answer,  and  which  I  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  examine.  I  wish  to  make  no  possible 
mistake  in  the  matter. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  communication  on  the  subject  from  Mr. 
Dalton,  and  have  to  day  written  him  a  dispatch,  informing  him  of  the 
prompt  action  which  1  took  with  the  view  of  preventing  his  arrest; 
that  1  am  left,  however,  to  infer  from  the  order,  and  from  Mr.  Seijas' 
note  that  he  has  actually  been  arrested ;  and  telling  him  that,  if  he  has 
not  already  done  so,  he  should  as  soon  as  practicable  make  a  full  re> 
port  of  the  matter  to  the  Department  of  State  and  to  this  legation.  I 
will  communicate  further  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 
37  PB 
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No.  453. 
Mr  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

No.  907.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas  J  April  27,  1884.    (Received  May  19.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  892,  of  date  10th  instant  and  to  my  No.  902, 
of  date  18th  instant,  both  relative  to  the  ease  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  (Tuited 
States  consal  at  Giudad  Bolivar,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith: 

1.  A  printed  copy  of  the  letter  or  order  of  the  President,  Gazman 
Blanco,  which  I  referre<l  to  in  my  No.  892  as  the  same  appears  in  the 
Opinion  National  of  the  31st  ultimo,  together  with  a  translation  thereof. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  note  referred  to  in  ray  No.  892,  of  date  Ist  instant, 
which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Seyas,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  arrest 
of  Mr.  Dalton. 

3.  A  copy  and  translation  of  Mr.  Seijas'  note,  of  date  7th  instant,  in 
reply  to  mine. 

4.  A  copy  of  my  note  of  date  26th  instant,  in  rejoinder  to  the  note  of 
Mr.  Seijas. 

5.  A  copy  of  the  dispatch,  of  date  18th  instant,  and  referred  to  in  my 
No.  902,  which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Dalton. 

6.  A  copy  and  translation  of  a  part  of  Venezuelan  law,  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Seijas'  note. 

1,  of  course,  draw  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  all  of  these  in- 
closures  in  extenso. 

My  view  is  that  the  President's  order  is  in  violation  of  constitutional 
guarantees,  and  especially  aud  plainly  in  violation  of  the  gaarantee 

relative  to  ind  vidual  security. 

•  •  •  #  •  •  • 

I  have  still  received  no  communication  from  Mr.  Dalton  on  the  8ub> 
ject. 

I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


[Indosure  1  in  Ko.  007.— Translation.] 

Letter  of  the  President, 

Caracas,  March  29,  1884. 

Mr.  Minister  of  Public  Works  :  What  tbe  Goverumnntbas  done  in  the  territories 
during  tbe  last  three  years  has  bad- as  much  foresight  as  its  results  have  been  satis- 
factory. Although  there  were  no  mom  than  that,  it  would  suffice  to  prove  that  tbe 
admiuistration  which  closes  has  known  how  to  conduct  the  Government  with  siugo- 
lar  prudence. 

Before  tbe  consequences  of  tbe  crisis  we  are  passing  through  could  be  felt  in  tbe 
country,  it  proceeded  to  create  for  it  rev-enues  which  would  supply  the  deficiency 
about  to  supervene  in  the  existing  revenues. 

The  territories  being  organized  one  after  another,  with  laws,  authorities,  and  ad- 
ministration, it  began  to  yield  the  working  of  their  natural  products  ;  it  afterwards 
increased  tbe  yielci^  aud  it  is^ncreased  in  a  manner  so  happy  that  the  revenne  created 
from  the  territories  has  advanced  to  cover  that  which,  on  account  of  the  depreciation 
of  coffee,  the  revenue  of  the  Republic  is  losing,  as  may  be  seen  by  studying  my  recent 
message  to  tbe  present  Congrens. 

But,  Messrs.  John  Dalton  &Co.,  Palazzi  Brothers,  Habn,  Grillet  &  Co.,  Frilsbsttlck 
Brothers,  P.  Battistini  <fc  Co.,  N.  Gardes  &  Co.,  C.  Vicentini  &  Co.,  Moncb,  Kraft  & 
Co.,  W.  Kilhn  &  Co.,  Luis  A.  Portillo,  and  Michelaugeli  and  Figarella,  of  Cindad 
Bolivar,  protesting  against  what  tbe  Government  has  done  for  tbe  working  of  Caora, 
have  ma<le  representation  in  terms  truly  improper,  as  being  disrespectful ;  for  which. 
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withont  loss  of  a  moment,  yoiwwill  commuDioate  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  who 
will  communicate  on  the  matter  to  the  president  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  the  coiisti- 
tational  agent  of  the  federal  government,  in  order  that  he  may  impose  on  said  persons 
an  arrest  of  three  days  in  the  quarters  of  the  national  force. 

Furthermore,  improving  the  departure  of  the  first  steamer,  yon,  the  minister  of 
finance  and  of  the  interior,  should  commnnicae  to  your  respective  dependents,  recom- 
mending to  thein  tbe  most  rigid  fulfillment  of  all  the  dispositions  relative  to  the  ter- 
ritories, especially  respecting  the  Sarrapia,  which  may  have  come,  or  may  come,  from 
Caura,  that  which  the  merchants  of  Ciudad  Bolivar  may  have  inclusive— he  it  of' 
whatever  harvest — and  whether  or  not  they  may  have  permits  signed  by  SeBorPazos, 
who  has  fled  without  giving  an  account  of  the  government  of  the  territory  with  which 
he  was  charged,  and  for  which  it  is  also  urgent  to  decree  his  subjection  to  trial.  ^ 
I  am,  &c., 

GUZMAN  BLANCO. 


[Inelorare  2  in  No.  907.] 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Seijas, 

'  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  April  1,  1884. 

Sir:  My  attention  was  arrested  this  morning  by  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the 
President  of  the  Republic  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  public  works,  of  date  29th 
ultimo,  as  the  same  appears  in  the  Opinion  yaoional  of  the  31st  ultimo.  Upon  in- 
quiry I  learn  that  it  has  not  yet  been  published  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial.  The  nature  of 
tne  contents  of  the  letter,  the  violent  presumption  of  its  authenticity,  though  pub- 
lishetl  in  an  unofficial  periodical,  and  my  clear  conviction  that  it  is  my  plain  duty 
to  draw  your  excellency's  urgent  attention  to  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  wiU 
obviously  justify  my  reference  to  it  in  its  present  form  of  publication. 

The  letter  in  question,  which  is  really  an  order,  states  in  effect  that  Mr.  John  Dal- 
ton  and  various  other  persons  of  Ciudad  Bolivar,  protesting  against  what  the  Govern- 
ment has  done  for  the  working  of  Caura,  have  made  representation  in  terms  truly 
improper,  as  being  disrepectful;  and  directs  that  for  this,  without  loss  of  a  moment, 
the  minister  of  public  works  will  communicate  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  who 
will  communicate  on  the  matter  to  the  president  of  the  State  of  Bolivar,  in  order  that 
he  may  impose  on  said  persons  an  imprisonment  of  three  days  in  the  quarters  of  the 
national  force. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  there  can  be  no  real  law  of  Venezuela  which  authorizes 
the  summary  seizure  and  imprisonment,  upon  an  executive  order,  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  domiciled  in  Venezuela,  for  the  mere  joining  with  others  in  making  a 
representation  touching  a  matter  of  the  domestic  economy  of  the  country  in  terms 
which  the  President  may  regard  as  disrespectful.  I  should  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
there  is  such  a  law  in  any  republic  on  the  globe.  ^:^ 

Mr.  John  Daltou,  of  Ciudad  Bolivar,  is  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
I  understand  he  is  also  a  citizen  thereof,  domiciled  in  Ciudad  Bolivar.  Therefore,  aa 
in  duty  bound,  as  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  do  respectfully 
request  that  said  order  be  not  executed  so  far  as  it  applies  to  Mr.  Dalton ;  and  I  do 
respectfully  and  solemnly  protest  against  its  execution  as  applied  to  him. 
I  avail,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


[Inolosnre  3  in  No.  907.— Tnmslatioii.l 

Mr.  Seijas  to  Mr.  Baker. 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Caracas,  April  7,  1884. 

Mr.  Minister:  On  the  2d  I  received  your  excellenojr^s  communication  of  the  1st, 
in  which,  grounding  yourself  on  the  presumed  authenticity  of  a  letter  published  in 
the  Opinion  Naoional,  you  protest  against  its  contents,  after  requeHting  that  there 
may  not  be  applied  to  Mr.  John  Dalton,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Ciudad  Boli- 
var, the  order  of  the  President  there  communicated  for  the  imprisonment  of  him  and 
others  who  have  addressed  themselves  to  the  first  magistrate  in  disrespectftil  terms. 

I  will  begin  by  indicating  to  your  excellency  that  in  fact  the  President  of  the  Re- 
pnblic  has  expedited  such  order,  although  not  for  imprisonment,  as  your  excellency 
qualifies  it,  but  for  arrest,  by  way  of  correction  of  the  fault  committed. 

In  Venezuela,  by  article  555  of  the  penal  code,  the  violation  of  the  respect  due  to 
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authority  is  ranked  as  a  fault  against  public  order  and  ivpunished  by  arrest  for  the  time 
of  five  to  twenty  days,  unless  on  account  of  its  gravity  it  may  constitute  the  crime 
designated  *'  desecration,"  in  which  case  the  punishment  is  much  greater.  For  this  a 
proceeding  is  necessary  and  the  punishment  is  applied  by  the  tribunals.  But,  more- 
over, the  authorities,  as  well  legislative  as  political  and  judicial,  can,  without  previous 
trial,  impose  by  way  of  correction  mulcts  and  arrests  which  are  not  considered  as 
punishment,  according  to  article  43  of  the  code  cited. 

Almost  daily  are  read  in  the  periodicals  of  this  city  notices  of  arrests  decreed  by 
the  governor  or  the  prefects  of  tne  federal  district,  in  virtue  of  power  which  has  been 
conceded  to  tbem  by  the  President  of  the  Republic,  who  has  constitutional  power  to 
organize  it  and  act  in  it  as  tirst  authority,  civil  and  political.  (Article65,  No.  7  of  the 
Constitution.) 

By  No.  10 of  the  same,  in  cases  of  foreign  war,  the  President  can  "arrest  or  expel  in- 
dividuals who  may  belong  to  the  nation  with  which  this  is  at  war,  and  who  may  be 
adverse  to  the  defense  of  the  country." 

According  to  article  1.37  of  the  penal  cwle,  the  national  Executive,  the  country  be- 
ing declared  in  civil  war,  can  aetatn  all  individuals  who  for  political  motives  he  may 
believe  prejudicial  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  Republic. 

**In  time  of  peace,"  says  the  second  part  of  the  article,  "the  national  Executive 
cannot  detain  any  citizen  for  political  motives.^' 

Then  it  is  clear  that  for  other  motives  he  can  detain  them. 

In  fact  it  would  bo  an  absurdity  that  the  President  of  the  Republic,  chief  of  the 
general  administration,  sole  representative  of  the  respect  of  foreign  powers,  colaborer 
of  the  legislature,  charged  wiih  the  fulfillment  of  the  laws,  supreme  chief  of  the  na- 
tional army,  and  to  whom  is  committed  the  security  of  the  country,  and  the  guarding 
of  its  interests  and  its  honor,  should  have  his  hands  tied,  and  should  have  to  leave 
unpunished  lacks  of  respect  for  the  Government — estimated  according  to  his  own  cri- 
terion. 

That  of  the  United  States  has  not  proceeded  thus  when  it  has  believed  itself  offended 
in  itfl  dignity  by  foreign  diplomatic  agents,  as  took  place  in  1809  with  Mr.  Jackson, 
British  minister ;  in  1818  with  General  Lino  de  Clemente,  charg^  d'affaires  of  Vene- 
zuela;  in  1849  with  Mr.  Poussin,  representative  of  France;  and  in  various  other 
cases  in  which  it  has  judged  it«  respect  offended  by  publications  made,  or  letters  ad- 
dressed to  the  supreme  magistrate,  on  matters  pending  in  the  department  of  exterior 
relations. 

There  is  no  treaty  in  force  between  Venezuela  and  the  United  States.  So  to  their 
citizens  article  10  of  the  constitution  is  applicable,  which  gives  to  foreigners  the 
same  civil  rights  as  to  Venezuelans,  and  the  same  security  in  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty. 

Nor  does  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Dalton  being  a  consul  hinder;  for  the  RepubliOi 
in  accord  in  this  with  the  United  States,  does  not  admit  that  consuls  may  have  dip- 
lomatic privileges  or  may  be  exempt  from  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the 
place  of  their  residence,  as  to  what  does  not  concern  their  functions,  chancerieH,  flag, 
escutcheons,  archives,  and  seals. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Dalton,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  a  consul,  is  a  merchant 
in  Ciiidad  Bolivar;  and  in  such  character,  which  gives  him  no  right  above  the  other 
merchants,  but  on  the  contrary  places  them  on  a  level  at  every  point,  it  was  that 
he  associated  himself  with  the  other  signers  of  the  protest. 

But  there  is  more :  Mr.  Dal  ton's  character  of  consul  is  a  circumstance  aggravating 
his  fault ;  for,  according  to  the  regulations  prescribed  for  the  use  of  the  consnlm: 
service  of  the  United,  States  edition  of  1881,  which  I  have  in  view,  their  consuls, 
when  for  lack  of  a  diplomatic  agent  they  may  communicate  directly  with  the  Gk>v- 
emment,  ought  to  do  it  in  a  courteous  and  dignified  manner,  a  precept  which  is  ex- 
tended to  every  class  of  correspondence  with  the  local  authorities. 

It  is  there  likewise  seen  that  they  are  commanded  to  avoid  public  discourses  as  far 
as  possible,  and  above  all  to  abstain  from  unfavorable  or  critical  comments  on  the 
institutions  or  acts  of  the  government  to  which  they  may  be  accredited. 

It  is  remembered  that  in  the  United  States  the  French  consul,  Mr.  Dillon,  was  ar- 
rested for  not  having  complied  with  the  order  of  appearance  of  the  tribunal,  not- 
withstanding that  a  clause  of  the  respective  conventions  excepted  the  consul  from 
such  obligation. 

According  to  the  same  book  which  I  have  before  cited,  the  consuls  of  the  United 
States  in  Belgium,  Germany  and  Holland,  are  free  from  arrest,  unless  for  crimes.  In 
France  they  have  personal  immunities  ;  but  if  they  are  Frenchmen  or  occupy  them- 
selves in  trade,  they  can  only  claim  the  immunities  conceded  to  other  citizens  of  the 
country  who  possess  property  or  are  merchants.  In  Austria-Hungary  merchant  con- 
suls can  only  be  detained  for  mercantile  debts.  In  Colombia  the  consuls  of  the  United 
States  have  no  diplomatic  character.  In  Great  Britain,  Liberia,  Holland  (as  to  col- 
onies), Nicaragua,  and  Paraguay  they  are  considered  as  chosen  for  the  protection  of 
commerce. 
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Id  Venezuela,  I  should  add^consnls  have  no  diplomatic  character,  nor  immunity 
from  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  as  was  declared  in  1852  and  in  1872,  and  lastly 
in  the  decree  of  the  25th  of  January,  1883. 

As  the  Republic  has  made  no  consular  convention  with  the  United  States,  nor  re- 
mains in  force  the  last  treaty  of  commerce  of  le60,  which  included  some  consular 
articles*  these  rules  of  said  instructions,  paragraph  77  are  applicable  to  the  consuls 
of  the  United  States  here  :  ^*  However,  a  consul,  according  to  public  law,  is  subject 
to  the  payment  of  contributions  and  imposts  and  municipal  taxes  on  his  property  in 
the  country,  or  on  his  trade,  and  in  general,  to  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
the  country  where  he  resides.  It  is  probable  that,  if  he  does  not  engage  in  business, 
and  possesses  no  immmovable  property,  he  would  not  be  subject  to  arrest  or  incarce- 
ration except  for  a  criminal  charge,  and  in  case  of  committing  a  crime  he  can  be  pun- 
ished by  the  local  laws,  or  returned  to  his  own  country." 

Besides  being  a  merchant,  the  consul,  Mr.  Dalton,  is  proprietor  of  immovable 
property;  so  that  all  the  circumstances  favorable  to  his  arrest  concur  in  him. 

In  the  extinguished  treaty  of  1860,  between  Venezuela  and  the  United  States,  the 
case  is  provided  for,  and  solved  in  the  following  manner,  article  26: 

**The  high  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the  liberty  of  having  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  their  own  appointment,  who  shall  enjoy 
the  same  privileges  and  powers  as  those  of  the  most  favored  nation ;  but  if  any  of 
said  consuls  carry  on  trade  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  usages  to  which 
private  individuals  of  their  nation  are  subject  in  the  same  place.'' 

Finally,  if  tbe  President  should  not  have  sufficent  power  for  what  he  has  done — 
which  is  denied — tbe  present  first  magistrate  would  derive  it  from  the  extraordinary 
powers  conferred  on  him. 

The  measure  taken  with  Mr.  Dalton  is  merely  one  of  police.  Had  it  been  desired 
to  subject  him  to  a  punishment  he  would  have  been  ordered  to  be  proceeded  against, 
after  withdrawing  his  exequatur,  or  he  would  have  been  expelled  for  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct. 

What  has  been  exposed  will  ( ouviuce  your  excellency  of  the  reason  which  has  sup- 
ported the  first  magistrate  in  imposing  a  correction  on  Mr.  Dalton,  not  in  jail,  but 
in  the  quarters  of  the  national  forces,  for  a  want  of  respect,  which  without  doubt  is 
punished  in  all  countries  of  the  globe  where  authority  is  conscious  of  its  duties. 
I  renew,  &c.,  .   . 

RAFAEL  8EIJAS. 


finoloeure  No.  4  in  No.**©?.! 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Seijas. 

Legaiion  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  April  26,  1884. 

Sir:  Your  excellency's  note  of  date  7th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  date  1st  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at  Ciudad  Boli- 
var, has  been  received,  attentively  considered,  and  I  regret  to  be  constrained  to  add 
found  to  be  completely  unsatisfactory. 

Your  excellency's  preliminary  corrective  observation,  indicating  that  the  order  of 
the  President  was  *'  not-  for  imprisonment,"  as  I  had  qualified  it,  '*  but  for  arrest  by 
way  of  correction  of  the  fault  committed,"  is  found  to  be  without  substantial  weight. 
To  arrest  and  detain  one  in  custody  in  military  quarters  for  three  days  is,  in  reason 
and  in  the  general  legal  sense,  an  imprisonmetit  for  that  time. 

Nor  do  I  find  any  substantial  weight  in  your  excellency's  palliative  observation 
that  "  the  measure  taken  with  Mr.  Dalton  is  merely  one  of  police." 

There  is  nothing  upon  which  my  Government  places  so  high  a  store  as  upon  the 
rightful  liberties  of  its  citizens.  The  summary  seizure  and  det^nti«m  for  three  days 
in  military  custody  of  a  man  who  is  at  once  a  citizen  and  a  consul  of  the  United 
States^  is  very  serious  business,  demanding  a  clear  warrant  therefor,  a  warrant  which 
in  this  case  I  am  wholly  unable  to  discover. 

Nor  do  I  find  any  cogent  weight  in  your  excellency's  general  observation  to  the 

gurport  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  President  *' should  have  his 
ands  tied,  and  should  have  to  leave  unpunished  lacks  of  respect  for  the  Qovernment, 
estimated  accordinj^  to  his  own  criterion."  To  be  sure  the  President,  as  every  chief 
magistrate  of  a  nation,  must  be  supposed  to  have  proper  power,  limited  by  domestic  and 
public  laWf  to  look  about  and  attend  to  such  matters,  but  I  am  persuaded  that  your 
excellency  must  see  on  reflection  that  the  tremendous  power  you  seem  to  claim  for 
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the  President  in  ttieae  matters,  unlimited  except  by  his  own  criterion  or  judj^ment, 
is  wholly  untenable. 

In  short,  I  must  candidly  say  that  it  appears  to  me  that  none  of  the  observations 
of  your  excellency  go  with  any  cogent  weight  to  the  case. 

Saving  without  prujudice  all  other  things  that  might  be  said,  it  appears  to  rae  that 
the  following  is  sufiloient  and  conclusive. 

As  your  excellency  observes,  article  10  of  the  constitution  gives  to  foreigners  the 
same  civil  rights  as  Vo  Venezuelans.  I  draw  your  excellency's  attention  tt»  the  guar- 
antees to  Veuez^lelan^  contained  in  article  14,  section  6  of  the  constitution  relative 
to  the  liberty  of  expressing  thought;  in  article  14,  section  10,  relative  to  the  liberty 
of  petition;  and  in  article  14,  section  14,  clause  4,  relative  to  individual  security. 
The  provision  of  this  last  is  : 

**  The  nation  guarantees  to  Venezuelans  •  •  *  neither  to  be  taken  nor  arrested 
without  the  proceeding  of  a  summarv  information  of  an  offGune  (delito)  having  been 
committed  which  merits  corporal  punishment,  and  a  written  order  of  the  functionary 
who  decrees  the  seizure  with  an  expression  of  the  motive  which  causes  it,  unless 
taken  in  the  act." 

This  is  the  fundamental  law  of  Venezuela^  in  conflict  with  which  any  other  law  or 
oaage  of  the  country  is  wanting  in  real  legalitv,  in  presence  of  it,  I  regard  the  ar- 
rest and  detention  of  Mr.  Dalton  as  plainly  illegal.     If,  as  your  excellency's  note 
leaves  me  to  conclude,  the  order  in  question  has  in  fact  been  executed  at  against  him. 
I  avail,  «&c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


[Indoiiare  5  in  No.  907] 

Mr.  Baker  to  Mr,  Dalton. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caraoasy  April  18,  1884. 

Sir:  Doubtless  you  have  sometime  since  been  made  aware  of  a  recent  letter  or  order 
of  the  President,  Qnzman  Blanco,  directing,  in  substance,  that  you  and  some  twenty 
or  more  other  persons,  of  Ciudad  Bolivar,  he  sutjjected  to  an  arrest  of  three  days  in 
the  quarters  of  the  national  force — that  is,  in  effect,  be  subjected  to  three  days  im- 
prisonment in  the  military  quarters  at  Ciudad  Bolivar — for,  m  short,  having  made  a 
representation  touching  a  certain  matter  of  the  domestic  economy  of  the  country,  in 
terms  which  the  President  regards  as  **  disrespectful."  This  letter  or  order  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Opinion  Naoional  of  the  3Ist  ultimo.  I  first  saw  it  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  instant,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  sent  to  the  minister  of  exte- 
rior relations,  "bfr.  Seijas,  a  note  on  the  matter,  concluding  with  a  respectful  reauest 
that  said  order  be  not  executed  so  far  as  it  applies  to  yon,  and  a  respectful  and  solemn 

Srotest  against  its  execution  as  applied  to  you.    On  the  8th  instant  I  received  from 
[r.  Seijas,  in   answer,  a  somewhat  lengthy  and  completely  unsatisfactory  note,  of 
date  7th  instant  setting  at  naught  my  request  and  my  protest. 

This  much. for  the  purpose  of  informing  you,  as  is  eminently  proper  in  such  a  case, 
of  the  prompt  action  which  I  took  with  the  view  of  preventing  your  arrest.  I  am 
left,  however,  to  infer  from  the  order,  and  from  Mr.  Seijas'  note  that  you  have  in 
fact  been  arrested. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  communication  from  you  On  the  subject,  and  it  may  yet 
be  too  early  for  that.    I  draw  your  attention  to  paragraph  83  of  consular  regulations, 
18S1.    If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  you  should  as  soon  as  practicable  make  a  full 
report  of  the  matter  to  the  Department  of  State  and  to  this  legation. 
I  am,  &o., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


[Inoloaare  6  in  No.  907.— TransUtioii.l 

Article  555.  Those  will  be  chastised  by  arrest  for  the  time  of  five  to  twenty  days 

*    *    14th,  who  shall  be  wantii^  in  the  respect  and  consideration  dae  to  authority, 

or  who  shall  lightlv  disobay  it,  failint^  to  fulfill  the  particular  orders  it  may  dictate 

to  them,  if  the  lack  of  respect  or  the  disobedience  shall  not  constitute  .an  offense 

{delito).'-Codijo8  de  Venezuela,  1873. 
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No.  454. 

Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysm. 

!No.  918.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

CaracaSy  May  6,  1884.     (Received  May  19.) 

Sib  :  Referring  to  my  No.  839  of  date  February  6  last,  and  to  your 
dispatch  numbered  276,  of  date  February  29  last,  both  relative  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  John  E.  Wheelock,  I  write  to  say  in  reply  to  your  dispatch 
Dumbered  286,  of  date  8th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  same  case,  that  I  have, 
as  promptly  as.  practicable,  executed  the  instruction  contained  in  the 
last-mentioned  dispatch,  wherein  I  am  informed  that  it  is  found  to  be 
inexpedient  and  impracticable  to  accept  the  contention  of  the  Vene- 
zuelan Government  in  that  case,  and  wherein  I  am  accordingly  directed 
to  renew  the  demand  heretofore  made  in  Mr.  Wheelock's  behalf,  and  to 
press  it  with  all  consistent  dispatch  to  a  speedy  and  equitable  conclu- 
sion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I  have 
this  day  addressed  to  Sefior  Amengual  in  the  premises.    Though  not 
long,  it  is  intended  to  be  a  complete,  accurate,  and  properly  phrased  exe- 
cution of  your  instruction. 
I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 

[Indoaare  to  dUpfttoh  No.  918.] 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr,  Amengual, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  May  6,  1884. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  E.  Wheelock,  and  for  accarate  understand* 
ififf,  referring  particularly  to  the  verbal  note  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  exterior 
relatioDs,  Sefior  Seijas,  to  myself,  of  date  19th  of  January  last,  indicating  to  me,  with 
reference  to  interviews  toncning  that  cane,  that  at  that  opportunity  instructions  on 
the  particular  were  given  to  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  Venezuela  at  Washington,  I  have 
now  to  say,  in  pursuance  of  an  instruction  recently  received  from  my  Government, 
that  it  iinds  it  inexpedient  and  impracticable  to  accept  the  contention  of  the  Vene- 
znelau  Government  in  that  case :  and  that  I  am  accordingly  directed  to  renew  the  de- 
mand heretofore  made  in  Mr.  Wheelock's  behalf,  and  to  press  it  with  all  consistent 
dispatch  to  a  speedy  and  equitable  conclusion. 

In  complying  with  this  instruction  of  my  Government,  permit  me  to  recall  your 
excellency's  attention  to  the  signal  and  enormous  cruelty  of  the  outrage  perpetrated 
npon  the  person  of  Mr.  Wheelock  by  the  Venezuelan  commissary  Sotillo  and  his  ac- 
complices ;  to  the  long  time  that  the  case  has  been  pendin^'in  your  excellency's  min- 
istry;  to  the  numerous  times  that  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  my  Government 
it  has  been  urged  npon  tlie  attention  of  your  excellency's  Government;  and  to  re- 
spectfully add  that,  in  the  view  which  my  Government  takes  of  its  obligation  to  pro- 
tect its  citizens,  and  in  the  view  which  it  takes  of  the  facts  and  the  law  of  this  case, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  case  has  now  reached  a  stage  when  no  other  discussion  than 
that  which  looks  directly  to  its  equitable  settlement  can  longer  be  profitable. 
1  avail.  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER, 


No.  455. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  294.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  7,  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  ackuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No.  892  of 
the  10th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  order  of  the  President  of  Venezuela  for 
the  arrest  and  imprisoument  of  Mr.  John  Daltou,  United  States  consul 
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at  Gmdad  Bolivar,  and  to  approve  your  promptness  in  seeking  to' inter- 
pose your  protest  in  behalf  of  American  citizens. 

I  now  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  note*  of  the  2d  in- 
stant upon  the  subject  to  Mr.  Soteldo,  the  Venezuelan  minister  at  this 
capital,  and  observe  that  before  iustructing  you  further  in  the  premises, 
the  Department  will  await  your  promised  report  with  full  and  explicit 
particulars  of  the  case,  which  it  is  not  doubted  you  will  transmit  with- 
out unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


^^0.  456. 
Mr.  Frelinghiiysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  296.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  8,  1884. 

Sir  :  Your  No.  893  of  the  11th  ultimo  has  been  received.  You  therein 
speak  of  your  purjiose  to  prepare  a  comprehensive  despatch  on  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  claims  differences  between  the  CTnited  States  and  Vene- 
zuela, and  as  an  important  point  in  this  connection  you  recommend 
that  the  decree  of  February  14,  1873,  be  exhaustively  examined  with  a 
view  to  determining  whether  or  not,  taken  as  a  whole,  its  provisions 
constitute  a  domestic  law  which  should*  be  recognized  and  respected 
as  such  by  foreign  governments. 

My  No.  2«>G  of  the  8th  ultimo,  sending  you  transcripts  of  the  corre- 
spondence lately  exchanged  between  Mr.  Soteldo  and  myself  in  regard 
to  the  Wheelock  case,  will  have  shown  you  that  the  bearing  of  the  de- 
cree of  February  14,1873,  on  the  question  had  already  been  c<»nsidered. 

As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Soteldo  asserts  that  our  Court  of  Claims  is  the 
prototype  of  the  high  federal  court.  In  this  he  is  mistaken,  as  I  show. 
It  is  true  that  besides  the  special  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in 
matters  of  contract  and  statutory  obligations,  it  may  also  take  cogni- 
zance of  such  claims  as  may  be  referred  to  it  by  Congress.  A  foreign 
claim  for  tort  might  be  so  referred,  but  only  with  the  assent  of  the 
foreigner's  Government.  A  case  in  point  occurred  quite  recently,  where 
this  Government  proposed  to  that  of  Great  Britain  that  a  claim  of  a 
British  subject  should,  by  authority  of  Congress,  be  referred  to  the 
Court  of  Claims  for  adjudication.  The  British  Government  declined 
the  proposition  on  the  grouml  that  the  exclusively  domestic  organiza- 
tion of  the  court  made  it  inappropriate  as  a  substitute  for  an  interna- 
tional tribunal. 

It  is  probable  that  this  instruction,  jomed  to  the  correspondence  sent 
with  my  No.  286,  will  sufficiently  answer  your  No.  893.  Your  full  examin- 
ation of  the  subject  is,  however,  awaited  and  will  receive  due  considera- 
tion. You  wiJl  probably  find  it  advisable  to  consider  how  the  nnquali- 
ified  acceptance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  high  federal  court  over  all 
alien  cases  would  affect  proceedings  looking  to  redress  in  case  the 
threatened  invasion  of  Mr.  Dalton's  consular  and  personal  rights  (re- 
ported in  your  Nos.  892  and  902)  should  be  unhappily  affected. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


*  For  incloBuresee  docament  numbered  472,j)a«t. 
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No.  457. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  297.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  12, 1884. 

Sib  :  1  have  received  your  No.  902,  of  tbe  18tb  altimo,  in  the  matter  of 
the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at  Oiudad  Bolivar, 
by  order  of  the  President  of  Venezuela,  and  have  to  approve  your  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Dalton  to  be  immediately  furnished  with  ftiU  particulars 
in  the  premises. 

My  instruction  No.  294,  of  the  7th  instant,  will  have  shown  you  the 
action  thus  far  taken  with  Mr.  Soteldo,  the  Venezuelan  minister  here, 
in  refjard  to  the  case.  You  will  hav^  observed  from  that  instruction 
the  Department's  intention  to  await  details  before  formulating  a  spe- 
cific complaint. 

Mr.  Dalton  belongs  to  a  class  of  consuls  authorized  to  transact  busi- 
ness. If  he  does,  Im  is  for  all  purposes  of  such  business  subject  to  the 
same  treatment  as  any  other  American  resident  engaged  in  trade  in 
Venezuela.  He  is  manifestly  subject  to  no  less  favorable  treatment, 
although  he  may  have  no  specific  personal  exemptions  or  privileges  by 
reason  of  his  oflftce.  But  if  he,  a  consul,  ha«  been  subjected  to  treatment 
to  which  no  American  citizen  under  the  treaty  can  be,  that  is,  to  impris- 
onment in  virtue  of  an  executive  order  without  trial  or  opportunity  for 
legal  defense,  then  the  fact  of  his  being  known  as  the  representative  of 
a  friendly  power  might  be  deemed  to  aggravate  the  injury  committed. 

You  should  lose  no  time  in  sending  hither  copies  of  all  documents, 
the  petition,  the  order  of  arrest,  the  correspondence  between  yourself, 
the  Venezuelan  (ioverument,  and  Mr.  Dalton,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion bearing  upon  the  case,  in  order  that  the  Department  may  give  to 
it  a  full  and  impartial  consideration. 
I  am,  &;c., 

FRED'K  T.  I^RELINGHUYSBN. 


No.  458. 

Mr.  Frelingkuysen  to  Mr.  Bakei\ 

No.  299.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  20, 1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  No.  907,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  concerning 
the  supposed  subjection  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at 
\}indad  Bolivar  to  arrest  and  detention  in  the  military  barracks  there 
in  virtue  of  an  executive  order  of  President  Guzman  Blanco. 

My  No.  297,  of  the  12th  instant,  will  have  already  shown  you  the  in- 
terest which  is  here  taken  in  this  question. 

I  have  now  to  approve  your  note  of  protest  addressed  to  Mr.  Seijas 
on  the  1st  ultimo,  and  also  your  reply  of  April  26  to  Mr.  Seijas's  note  of 
the  7th. 

•  You  appear  to  correctly  understand  the  situation,  and  have  in  great 
measure  met  the  strangely  sophistical  and  fallacious  argument  of  Mr. 
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Seijas.  The  gist  of  the  matter  is  Bot  that  a  consalar  officer  may  have 
been  adjudged  liable  to  arrest  for  alleged  conteuipt  of  the  authority  of 
the  couutry,  but  that  an  American  citizen  should  be  punished  for  such 
charged  contempt  by  a  mere  executive  order,  without  intervention  of 
any  competent  judicial  authority,  and  without  process  of  any  kind,  or 
bearing,  or  opporiunily  of  defense.  In  other  words,  our  ground  may 
be  briefly  summarized  as  holding  that  in  time  of  peace  the  executive  or 
military  arm  may  not  usurj)  the  functions  of  the  judiciary  as  towardan 
alien,  without  violating  the  laws  of  nations,  the  rights  of  hospitality, 
and  the  comity  of  tieatment  usual  among  friendly  States. 

These  considerations  are  merely  general,  arid  their  application  to  the 
case  in  hand  necessarily  depends  on  whether  Mr.  Dalton,  or  any  other 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  in  fact  been  subjected  to  deprivation 
of  liberty  by  military  force  without  civil  process.  It  is  still  hoped  that 
this  may  not  have  been  the  case.  If,  however,  it  has  been  done,  a  reply 
to  Mr.  Seijas's  note  of  April  7  will  be  in  order,  and  you  will  be  instructed 
accordingly. 

I  am,  &c., 

FKED'K  T.  FRELIKGHUYSEN, 


No.  459. 
Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract  1 

"So.  938.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  May  29,  1884.    (Received  June  10.) 
SiB:  Referring  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith: 

1.  A  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dalton  to  myself,  of  date  13th  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  case. 

2.  A  copy  of  my  note,  of  date  27th  instant,  to  Sefior  Amengual,  rela- 
tive to  the  case. 

3.  A  copy  of  my  dispatch  of  this  date  to  Mr.  Dalton,  relative  to  this 
case. 

In  view  of  the  nature  of  the  subject,  I  invite  the  careful  attention  of 
the  Department  to  all  these  inclosures. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Dalton  reports  that  he  was  not  personally 
arrested,  being  confined  by  sickness  at  the  time,  but  that,  in  his  place 
his  son,  John  Dalton,  jr.,  was  taken  as  a  substitute,  and  kept  in  prison 
three  days.  I  have  taken  the  view  that  this  was,  in  effect,  equivalent 
to  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Dalton  himself.  I  feel  so  confident  that  thiflv 
view  is  correct,  and  that  to  suppose  else  is ''  to  stick  in  the  bark"  of  the 
true  meaning  and  substance  of  the  matter,  that  I  have  to  respectfully 
request  that  if  the  Department  should  by  possibility  think  otherwise  it 
will  suspend  final  judgment  on  the  point  until  I  can  have  an  opportun- 
ity to  say  something  further  in  relation  thereto.  *  •  • 
I  am,  &c., 

JBHTJ  BAKER. 
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[Inoloeure  1  in  Ko.  WS.] 

Mr.  Dalton  to  Mr,  Baker* 

United  States  Consulate, 
Ciudad  Bolivar j  Venezvela^  May  13,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  valued  favor  of  April  18, 
and  for  your  kind  endeavors  in  my  behalf  I  beg  leave  to  ofl'er  you  ray  best  thanks.  I 
am  sorry  that  your  protest  against  uiy  arrest  was  of  no  avail,  but  that  could  have 
been  expected  if  you  take  into  consideration  the  scandalous  and  unlawful  treatment 
that  the  principal  merchants  of  this  place  have  been  subjected  to»  and  for  what? 
Because  they  made  a  representation  against  a  contract  made  bv  the  Government  of 
Venezuela  with  a  company  who  intend  to  create  a  grand  mouopo'ly  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  merchants  established  here.  They  say  in  Caracas  that  the  language  of 
the  representation  he  ma<ie  was  very  disres]»ectful,  but  to  show  you  the  matter  clearly 
I  have  had  all  the  documents  translated  into  English,  and  submit  them  to  you  for 
your  careful  consideration,  and  leave  it  to  your  good  judgment  to  say  whether  we 
deserved  such  outrageous  treatment. 

Inclosure  1.  A  contract  entered  into  by  the  Venezuelan  Government  with  Messrs. 
Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.,  dated  February  2b,  1883. 

Inclosure  2.  A  representation  made  to  the  Government  at  Caracas  by  the  principal 
merchants  of  this  place  in  reference  to  the  aforesaid  contract. 

Inclosure  3.  A  letter  written  b^  General  Guzman  Blanco,  President  of  Venezuela, 
to  the  minister  of  public  means,  m  reference  to  the  representation  mentioned. 

Inclosure  4.  An  order  of  arrest  issued  by  the  President  of  this  State  in  compliance 
with  instructions  receiveii  from  Caracas. 

Inclosure  5.  An  article  inserted  in  one  of  our  local  newpsapers,  El  Bolivarensef  in- 
forming the  public  of  the  arrest  of  the  principal  merchants  of  this  place. 

Inclosure  6.  An  article  from  the  constitution  of  Venezuela,  clause  10,  article  14, 
regarding  the  liberty  of  petitions  with  right  of  obtaining  resolutions,  and  clause  14, 
section  4,  regarding  arrests  and  imprisonment. 

Inclosure  7.  Newspapers  bearing  on  the  case. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  these  documents  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  for 
his  consideration.  I,  personally,  was  not  arrested,  being  confined  by  illness  at  the 
time;  in  my  place  they  took  as  a  substitute  my  son,  John  Dalton,  jr.,  whom  they 
kept  in  prison  three  days.  • 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DALTON, 

United  States  ComuL 


[iDoloaare  1  to  inolosare  1  in  No.  988.— TrftDsIfttion.] 
From  the  Gaoeta  Oficialy  No.  '3003,  Caracas,  July  6,  1883. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  decree  : 

Sole  Article.  The  following  contract  entered  into  by  the  minister  of  public 
works  with  Messrs.  Polly.  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.,  on  the  28th  of  February  of  the  present 
year,  for  the  gathering  or  all  the  vegetable  products  of  the  territory  Caura,  is  hereby 
approved,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela  grants  Polly,  Aurrecoe- 
chea &  Co.,  for  the  term  of  tweuty-flve  years,  to  be  extende<l  for  twenty- live  years 
more,  at  the  discretion  of  the  federal  executive,  the  exclusive  ri^^ht  of  gathering  all 
the  vegetable  products  discovered  or  to  be  discovered  in  the  federal  territory  El  Caura, 
snch  as  tonca-beaus,  rubber,  quinine,  piassava,  palms,  agaves,  copaiba,  mazarauda, 
▼anil la,  reeds,  almonds,  called  Para  chestnuts,  rosins,  barks,  &c. 

Art.  2.  The  Government  willexemnt  from  the  payment  of  import  duties  the  indis- 
pensable machinery  and  apparatus  for  the  establishment  and  de^velopment  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vegetable  products,  which  form  the  principal  subject  of  this  con- 
tract, to  which  effect  and  whenever  it  occurs  the  requisites  of  the  law  shall  be  com- 
plied with. 

Art.  3.  The  Government  grants  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  «fe  Co.  the  right  of  extracting 
the  grease  and  all  that  may  ne  profitable  from  the  alligators  and  turtles  of  the  rivers, 
streams,  lagoons,  and  marshes,  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  actual  State  of 
Bolivar. 

Art.  4.  It  is  farther  granted  to  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &,  Co.  the  use  of  the  navigable 
rivers  within  the  territory  ** Caura"  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  same  small 
tteAmboats  for  carrying  the  produce  gathered  by  the  company. 
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Art.  5.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.,  on  their  part,  bind  themselves  to  puj  the  Got- 
eminent  of  Venezuela,  as  sole  national  impost,  50,000  bolivares  (|9,615  United  States 

fold)  in  cash  for  each  46,000  kilograms  of  tonca-beans,  50,000  bolivares  for  every  46,000 
ilograms  of  rnbber,  and  2,000  bolivares  for  every  46,000  kilograms  of  tartle  or  aJli^tor 
grease.  After  this  contract  has  been  in  force  five  years,  they  shall  pay  a  conventional 
impost,  stipulated  by  an  additional  clanse  to  this  contract,  on  all  romns,  balms,  and 
other  marketable  products. 

Art.  6.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &.  Co.  are  bound  to  organize  and  preserve,  with  same 
carefulness  as  their  own  property,  the  tonca-bean,  rubber,  and  other  nsefol  planta- 
tions, as  well  as  to  explore  the  virgin  forestH  exi'^ting  in  the  territory  "Canra,"  with 
the  object  of  discovering  all  natural  riches  therein  contained,  reporting  the  resalt  to 
the  federal  Government. 

Art.  7.  The  Government  of  Venezuela  will  dictate  a  special  resolution,  by  which 
the  custom-house  at  Ciudad  Bolivar  shall  exact  from  the  exporters  of  the  prodncts 
herein  descril>ed  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  company,  stating  the  tme  origin  of  the 
product  to  be  exported  aud  describing  the  quantity  and  place  where  it  has  been 
gathered.  When  the  products  proceed  from  the  territories  Upper  Orinoco  aud  Ama- 
zonas,  the  certificate  will  be  signed  by  the  authority  appointed  by  the  Government 
to  supervise  the  explorations  in  said  territories. 

Art.  8.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.  bind  themselves  to  co-operate  to  their  best 
ability  toward  subduing  and  civilizing  the  errant  tribes  existing  in  the  territory 
**Caura,"  rendering  to  these  natives  the  same  protection  granted  to  those  from  the 
Upper  Orinoco  and  Amazon;  and  when  said  natives  should  build  houses  or  hnts,  re- 
main two  years  in  civilized  living,  the  federal  executive  will  grant  them  the  benefit 
stated  in  article  5,  of  the  law  of  June  2,  1^82,  concerning  natives  and  their  respective 
securities. 

Art.  9.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.  are  authorized  to  transfer  this  contract  in  foil 
or  in  part  to  auotber  person  or  company,  with  no  other  requisites  than  its  notiticatioD 
to  the  Government  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  10.  At  the  expiration  of  the  stipulated  term  of  this  contract  all  the  buildings, 
machinery,  and  properlies  purchased  by  the  company  for  the  cultivation  and  work- 
ings of  these  stipulated  products,  Mhall  become  the  property  of  the  Government,  with- 
out any  claim  of  indemnilication  on  their  part. 

Art.  11.  The  term  of  this  contract  shall  commence  from  the  date  of  its  approval 
by  Congress,  aud  from  same  date  all  its  stipulations  shall  be  binding. 

Art.  12.  Any  difl'erence  which  might  occur  concerning  the  present  contract  shall 
be  settled  by  the  courts  of  tbe  Republic. 

Signed  two  of  a  tenor  to  the  same  purpose  at  Caracas,  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1883. 

M.  CARABAt^O. 

POLLY,  AURRECOECHEA  &  CO. 

Given  in  the  house  of  the  federal  legislative  corporation,  at  Caracas,  the  26th  day 
of  June,  18K3,  2Uth  year  of  the  law  and  25th  of  the  Fedenvtiou. 
The  president  of  the  Senate, 

FULJENCIO  M.  CARUS. 
The  president  of  the  Deputies, 

I.  B.  PALENCIA 
The  secretary  of  the  Senate, 

M.  CABALLERO. 
The  secretary  of  the  Deputies, 

L  NICOMEDES  RAMIREZ. 

Federal  capitol,  at  Caracas,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1883,  20th  year  of  the  law  and  25th 
of  the  Federation. 
Be  it  executed. 

NICANOS  BORGES. 
[l.  q.  8.]     (Countersigned.) 
The  m  mister  of  works, 

M.  CarabaRo. 


[Inclosnre  2  to  inolosure  1  in  No  938.— Tnuialation.  | 

From  ''El  BoUvaren^ey"  No.  1079,  Ciudad  Bolivar,  March  l6,  lHtt4. 

To  the  Minister  of  Means  {Fomento)  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  merchants  resident  in  this  city,  do  hereby  most  respectfully 
set  forth :  By  the  contract  entered  into  by  that  department  with  Messrs.  Polly,  Aor* 
recoechea  &  Co.,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1883,  it  is  granted  to  said  gentlemen  for  tbe 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


VENEZUELA.  589 

t«nii  of  twenty-five  years,  to  be  prolonged  twenty-five  yean  more,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  federal  executive,  the  exclusive  right  of  gathering  all  the  vegetable  prodocts 
discovered  or  to  l)e  discovered  in  the  federal  territory  **  El  Canra,"  snch  as  tonca- 
beans,  rubber,  quinine,  piassava,  palms,  agaves  (aloes),  copaiba,  mazaranda,  reeds, 
iranilla,  almonds  (Para  chestnuts),  rosins,  barks,  &c.  The  greater  part  of  the  above- 
mentioned  products  are  well  known  articles,  and  have  been  of  free  barter  in  this  com- 
inerce  for  many  years  past,  and  as  there  is  no  reason  that  Justifies  the  privilege  granted 
to  said  gentlemen,  we  find  it.  highly  prejudicial  inasmuch  as  it  restrains  the  liberty  of 
industry  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Republic. 

We  beg  leave  to  make  a  brief  analysis  of  the  above-mentioned  contract  in  order  to 
demonstrate  its  inconvenience  ;  although  it  oflfers  great  ailvantages  to  Messrs.  Polly, 
Anrrecoechea  &  Co.,  in  detriment  to  traders  in  said  article,  the  nation  derives  no 
benefit  from  it.  This  refers  to  article  1 ;  as  regards  the  others  we  shall  have  to  make 
the  following  brief  remarks: 

By  article  2  the  Government  exempts  from  the  payment  of  import  duties  the  in- 
dispensable machinery  and  apparatus  for  the  establishment  and  development  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vegetable  products  which  form  the  principal  subject  of  that  con- 
tract, but  Messrs.  Polly,  Anrrecoechea  &,  Co.  have  not  imported  any  kind  of  machinery 
nor  apparatus  for  the  Iwtter  development  of  the  concessions,  which  undoubtedly  was 
the  object  of  the  Government  in  granting  said  privilege. 

By  article  3  it  is  further  granted  to  the  contractors  the  right  of  extracting  the 
grease  and  all  that  may  be  profitable  from  the  alligators  and  turtles  of  the  nvers, 
streams,  lagoons,  and  marshes  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  actual  State  of 
Bolivar ;  this  concession,  which  deprives  the  Sfate  of  Bolivar  of  its  right  of  taxing 
snch  products,  restrains  at  the  same  time  the  liberty  of  industry,  preventing  other 
Venezuelans  from  dealing  in  said  article,  which  constitutes  a  small  business  for 
retailers. 

By  article  4  it  is  likewise  granted  to  the  contractors  the  use  of  the  navigable  rivers 
within  the  territory  **  Canra"  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  there  small  steamboats 
for  carrying  the  products  gathered  by  the  company.  Messrs.  Polly,  Anrrecoechea  &, 
Co.,-  however,  have  done  nothing  to  that  efiect,  inasmuch  as  they  have  not  estab- 
lished small  steamboats  or  vessels  of  any  other  description  for  the  said  navigation. 

By  article  5  Messrs.  Polly,  Anrrecoechea  &  Co.  bind  themselves  to  pay  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  sole  national  impost,  50,000  bolivares  for  46,000  kilograms  of  tonca-beans. 
while  the  exporters  of  this  produce  have  so  far  paid,  and  are  willing  to  pay,  175,000 
bolivares  for  46,000  kilograms ;  this  causes  a  loss  to  the  national  treasury  of  125,000 
bolivares  on  each  46,000  kilograms  exported. 

By  articles  6  and  8  Messrs.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.  bind  themselves  to  or- 
ganize and  preserve  with  same  carefulness  as  their  own  property,  the  rubber,  tonoa- 
bean,  and  other  useful  plantations,  as  well  as  to  explore  the  virgin  forests  existing  in 
the  territory  **  Caura,"  and  to  co-operate  toward  the  subduing  and  civilizing  of  the 
natives  existing  in  said  territory.  These  gentlemen,  however,  have  done  nothing 
whatever  toward  complying  with  the  regulations  of  said  articles,  for  which  reason  the 
object  the  Government  bad  in  view  in  dictating  same  will  not  be  attained,  to  wit, 
The  discovery  of  all  natural  riches  of  said  territory,  and  the  settlement  of  natives 
inhabiting  same.  The  contractors  have  confined  themselves  to  coming  to  this  city 
to  appoint  agents,  with  power  to  grant  permits  to  gather  tonca-beans,  but  with  the 
express  condition  that  they  muet  be  «o23  to  them  at  the  fixed  rate  of  two  and  a  half  bolivaree 
per  pound. 

By  this  uncommon  pretension  of  Messrs.  Polly,  Aurrecoechea  &  Co.  it  is  easily 
perceived  the  monopoly  which  they  intend  to  establish,  with  evident  prejudice  to 
those  who  expose  their  lives  in  gathering  said  product,  protected  by  a  contract,  with- 
out complying,  on  their  part,  with  any  of  the  obligations  stipulated  in  same,  and  if 
they  have  not  fulfilled  the  condition  of  their  contract,  which  has  been  demonstrated, 
how  can  they  consider  themselves  authorized  to  fix  a  price  which  is  but  half  the  value 
of  the  article,  and  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of  purchasing  same  at  so  low  a  price? 
The  commerce  of  this  city  have  advanced  funds  to  the  retail  dealers  of  the  district 
CedeRo  and  the  territory  Caura,  contracting  tonca-beans  at  5  bolivares  per  pound. 
Would  it  be  right,  then,  to  let  the  contractors  prevent  trailers  in  said  product  from 
selling  their  stock  at  the  price  of  5  bolivares  per  pound,  because  the  merchants  of 
Ciudad  Bolivar  have  been  deprived  of  their  right  of  purchasing  same,  thus  com- 
pelling stockholders  to  sell  their  products  to  them  (the  contractors)  at  2^  bolivares  per 
pound  based  on  their  privilege? 

This,  besides  being  restraint  of  liberty,  is  highly  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
traders  of  Cedefio,  Caura,  and  to  others,  who,  aspiring  to  some  gain,  come  from  other 
sections  of  the  Republic  to  gather  the  tonca-beans.  Hence  the  Government,  which  is 
in  duty  bound  to  protect  industry  and  to  watch  over  the  rights  and  security  of  its 
citizens,  cannot  permit  that,  making  use  of  its  name  and  protected  by  a  privilege 
which  only  favors  the  contractors,  the  legitimate  interests  of  commerce  are  prejudiced, 
without  the  nation  deriving  any  benefit  whatever  therefrom. 
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Tonca-beans,  rubber,  copaiba,  piassava,  and  turtle  ^ease  are  products  which  haTe 
long  been  exported  throngii  this  market,  forming  one  of  the  most  important  branches 
of  commerce,  ns  much  in  this  market  as  in  the  other  districts  of  the  State  and  the 
territories  El  Canra  and  Amazonas.  The  Government  in  granting  the  exclnsiTe 
privilege  to  Messrs.  Polly,  Anrrecoechea  &  Co.  for  speculating  upon  said  prod  nets, 
deprives  this  commerce  of  one  part  of  its  transactions  and  causes  great  losses  to 
other  speculators  from  the  moment  the  contractors  only  offer  to  pay  one-half  of  its 
value,  thus  establishing  an  odious  monopoly,  which  the  Government  is  in  duty  bonnd 
to  prevent  in  accordance  with  the  guarantees  of  the  liberty  of  industry  and  the 
rights  of  Venezuelans. 

As  above  state<l,  Messrs.  Pdlly,  Anrrecoechea  &  Co.  have  not  imported  any  machinery 
or  apparatus  for  the  development  of  the  products  mentioned  in  their  contract;  they 
have  established  neitlier  steamboats  nor  vessels  of  any  other  description  for  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Caura  River ;  they  have  taken  no  steps  whatever  for  the  subduing  and 
civilization  of  the  natives,  nor  for  the  organization  and  preservation  of  the  tonca-bean, 
rubber,  and  other  useful  plantations,  neither  with  carefulness,  nor  in  any  other  way; 
moreover,  they  have  not  even  taken  the  trouble  to  visit,  the  territory  which  they  in- 
tend to  speculate  upon  with  the  Government's  consent  and  with  the  work  of  unfortu- 
nates who,  stimulated  by  poverty,  penetrate  in  the  forests  to  return  after  many  perils 
and  sufferings,  with  a  few  products  to  support  their  families;  and  would  it  be  just, 
we  repeat,  that  beiog  able  to  place  these  pr«>duct8  at  5  bolivares  perponnd,  they  should 
be  compelled  to  sell  them  in  this  city  at  2^  bolivares  per  pound  to  the  agents  of 
Messrs.  Poll^,  Anrrecoechea  «fe  Co.  ?  We  cannot  believe  it ;  we  have  rather  the 
firm  conviction  based  on  the  known*  rectitude  of  the  Government,  that  upon  being 
informed  of  the  abuses  which  the  contractors  seek  to  put  in  practice,  protected  by 
a  contract  undoubtedly  granted  with  laudable  motives,  the  Government  will  hasten 
to  declare  same  void  on  account  of  non-fuItHlmeot  of  any  of  its  stipulations,  as  they 
only  have  In  view  the  advantages  they  have  to  nrolit,  to  the  detriment  of  the  legitimate 
interests  of  the  commeree  of  this  city  and  of  other  places  in  the  Republic  of  Venezuela. 

In  view  therefore  of  the  above-stated  facts  we  now  beg  to  apply  to  you,  entreating 
you  to  submit  this  petition  to  the  President  of  the  Republic,  in  order  that,  taking 
same  into  consideration,  he  may  declare  the  above-mentioned  contract  rescinded  as 
an  act  of  strict  justice  which  we  do  not  doubt  to  obtain. 

At  Ciudad  Bolivar,  March  13,  1884. 

John  Dalton  &.Co.  Palazzi  Hkrms. 

Hahn,  Grillet  &  Co.  FRU8TUCK  Hkrms, 

P.  Battistini  &  Co.  N.  Gardbs  &  Co. 

C.   ViCENTINI  &  Co.  MONCH,   KRAFT  &  CO. 

W.  KuHN  &  Co.  Louis  A.  Portillo. 

MiCUELANGELI,   FlOARELLA  &  CO. 


flnclosare  8  to  inclostire  1  in  No.  938. — Translation. J 

From  "  El  Bolirarensf^y^  No.  1101,Cindad  Bolivar,  April  14,  1884. 

Caracas,  JfaroA  29,  18S4. 
Seiun"  Minister  of  Means  (Fomento) : 

The  foresight  of  tbe  Goveromeut  in  regard  to  the  territories  has  been  justified  by 
the  satisfactory  result  obtained  during  the  last  three  years.  This  fact  alone  would 
suffice  to  prove  that  the  administration  that  is  about  to  terminate  has  been  conducted 
with  singular  ability. 

Before  the  consequences  of  the  crisis  we  are  now  going  through  were  felt  in  the 
country,  I  endeavored  to  create  sufficient  revenues  to  supply  the  decay  of  those  that 
existed.  The  territories  being  organized  one  after  the  other  with  laws,  anthoritiea, 
and  administration,  the  cultivation  of  their  natural  products  commenced  to  yield  and 
soon  after  increased  and  is  increasing  in  such  a  prosperous  manner  that  the  revenues 
of  the  territories  have  been  sulficieut  to  cover  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  deprecia- 
tion of  tbe  coflTee,  as  may  be  seen  by  perusing  my  recent  message  to  Congress,  now  in 
session.  But  in  opposition  to  and  protesting  against  what  has  been  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  development  of  '*  Caura,"  Messrs.  John  Dalton  &  Co.,  Palazzi  Herms, 
P.  Battistini  &  Co.,  Hahn,  Grillet  &  Co.,  W.  Kuhu  &  Co.,  N.  Gardes  &  Co.,  C.  Vi- 
centini  &  Co.,  Frustuck  Ilernis,  Louis  A.  Portillo,  Monch,  Kraft  &  Co..  and  Michel- 
angcli  «Sr.  Figarella,  of  Ciudad  Bolivar,  having  petitioned  in  terms  truly  inoonvenieot 
for  its  disn^speetfulness,  you  will  without  a  moment's  delay  communicate  officially  to 
minister  of  the  interior,  who,  on  his  part,  will  do'  the  same  to  the  president  of  tbe 
State  of  Bolivar,  the  constitutional  ai^eut  of  the  federal  Government  in  the  present 
instance,  to  have  confined  in  the  barracks  of  the  national  garrison  for  three  days  the 
al>ove-mcntioned  gentlemen. 

Moreover,  profiting  by  the  departure  of  the  first  steamer,  you  will,  with  tbe  minis- 
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ters  of  finance  and  of  the  interior,  communicate  to  ^our  respective  subordinates,  rec- 
ommending to  them  tbe  most  rigid  fnlfillment  of  all  the  regulations  concerning  the 
territories,  especially  regarding  tonca-beans  that  have  arrived  or  may  arrive  from 
Caara,  inclusive  of  what  may  be  in  possession  of  merchants  at  Cindad  Bolivar, 
from  whatever  year  the  crop  may  belong  to,  and  whether  or  no  they  have  permits 
signed  by  Mr.  Pazos,  who  has  absconded  withont  rendering  any  account  of  his  admin- 
istration of  the  territory  nnder  his  charge,  and  for  which  it  is  also  urgent  to  decree  his 
impeachment. 

I  am,  &,c.. 

GUZMAN  BLANCO. 


[Inolosare  4  to  inclosure  1  in  No,  038. — Trauslation.] 

Order  of  arresU 

United  States  of  Venezuela.    Presidency  op  the  State  ok  Bolivar. 

CiUDAD  Bolivar,  April  1*2,  1864. 
(Year  2lst  of  the  law  and  2Gth  of  the  Federation.) 
The  citizen  General  Rafael  Villanueva,  military  chief  of  this  town,  will  receive  in  hi 
barracks,  under  arrest  for  three  days,  Mr.  John  Dalton,  Jr.,  in  accordance  with  thfi 
resolution  of  the  national  Executive  dated  the  1st  instant 
God  and  federation. 

I.  M.  BERMUDEZ  GRAU. 

Note. — Mr.  John  Dalton,  jr.,  representative  of  the  firm  John  Dalton  &,  Co. 


[IncloAare  6  to  inolotnre  1  in  No.  038.~Trui8latiOD.] 

Advertisement  taken  from  *'  El  Bolivarense,''  No.  1101,  April  14,  1884. 

Arresied, 

Since  yesterday,  the  I2th  instant,  Messrs.  John  Dalton  &,  Co.,  Palazzi  Hermanos, 
P.  Battistinl  &,  Co.,  Hahn,  Grillet  &  Co.,  Kuhn  &  Co.,  N.  Gardes  &  Co.,  C.  Vicentini 
6l  Co.,  Frustuck  Hermanos,  Louis  A.  Portillo,  Monch,  Kraft  Sl  Co.,  and  Michelangeli  dt 
Figarella  are  under  arrest  in  the  barracks  of  the  national  garrison  by  order  of  the 
federal  Executive. 

llnclosnre  6  to  inclosure  1  io  No.  938.] 
Taken  from  the  constitution  of  Venezuela. 

Clause  10,  article  14,  of  the  constitution  of  Venezuela  grants  the  liberty  of  petition 
with  right  to  obtain  a  resolution  ;  same  may  be  addressed  to  any  functionary,  author- 
ity, or  corporation.  If  the  petition  be  addressed  by  several,  the  first  five  subscribed 
shall  be  responsible  for  the  authenticity  of  the  signatnres,  and  all  for  the  truth  of  the 
facts  stated. 

Clause  14,  section  4«  regarding  arrests  and  imprisonment,  says  neither  to  be  im- 
prisoned nor  to  be  arrested  without  previous  snmmary  information  of  having  com- 
mitted a  crime  that  deserves  corporal  punishment,  and  a  written  order  of  the  author- 
ity ordering  the  imprisonment,  expressing  the  motive  of  same,  provided  he  is  not 
caught  flagrant. 


[Incloenre  2  in  No.  088.] 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr,  Amengual. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  May  *27,  lrtri4. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  to*his  excellency  Mr.  Rafael  Seijas,  of  date  Ist  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  also 
to  Mr.  Seijas'  note  t-o  me,  of  date  7th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine,  also  to  my  note  to  Mr. 
Se^as,  of  date  26th  ultimo,  in  rejoinder  to  his,  I  have  now  to  add  that  I  received  last 
night  a  report  from  Mr.  Dalton  relative  to  the  matter,  in  the  light  of  which  I  deem 
It  my  duty  to  recur  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to  the  subject. 
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I  am  DOW  informed  by  Mr.  Daltou  to  the  purport  that  he  was  not  personally  ar- 
rested, being  confined  by  sickness  at  the  time,  bnt  that  in  his  place  his  son,  JohnDal- 
ton,  jr.,  was  taken  as  a  substitute  and  kept  in  prison  three  days. 

Thus  the  fatner,  the  citizen  and  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  most 
effectively  punished  in  his  own  person  and  humiliated  in  his  own  feelings  by  tbe 
substituted  imprisonment  inflicted  upon  his  sou. 

It  appears  to  me  it  will  be  vain  to  pretend  that  there  is  any  exculpating  differeooe 
between  the  extraordinary  case  as  thus  stated  and  the  case  as  it  would  have  been 
had  Mr.  Dalton  been  personally  imprisoned,  and  I  must  logically  presume,  from  the 
vicarious  theory  which  appears  to  have  been  resorted  to  and  acted  upon  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  no  such  difference  Will  be  claimed;  and  this  is,  to  say  nothing  as  to  the 
rights  which  may  attach  to  John  Dalton,  jr.,  himself,  an  aspect  of  the  case  which  is 
for  the  present  reserved. 

As  I  am  made  more  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  case,  it  becomes  more  intensely 
displeasiug.  I  had  supposed  there  might  be  something  personally  disrespectful  in  the 
terms  of  the  representation  or  petition  which  was  the  occasion  of  the  order  for 
arrest,  and  which,  although  it  would  by  no  means  justify  a  summary  seizure  and 
imprisonment,  would  have  to  be  looked  at  as  an  extenuating  circumstance.  Bat 
upon  an  examination  of  a  copy  of  this  document,  as  sent  me  by  Mr.  Dalton,  I  am 
unable  to  discover  so  much  as  the  slightest  ground  for  any  such  extenuation. 

Therefore,  limiting  myself  strictly  to  the  bearings  of  the  uiattor  on  the  rights  of 
persons  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  now  regard  the  pro- 
ceeding in  question  as  having  been  wholly  without  rightful  warrant  or  palliating  ex- 
tenuation— a  view  which  I  feel  confident  my  Government  will  fully,  promptly,  and 
heartily  take  of  the  subject. 

Deeply  regretting  the  occurrence  of  an  incident  so  painful,  so  uncalled  for,  and  so 
gravely  and  justly  offensive  to  my  Government, 
I  avail,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKER. 


[Inclosnre  3  in  No.  9S8.] 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr,  Dalton, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

CaracoBf  May  29,  1884. 
Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  in  response  to  mine  of  the  I8th  ultimo,  was 
received  ou  the  night  of  the  26th  instant,  and  commanded  my  immediate  attention. 
The  proceeding  in  reference  to  which  you  write,  I  regard  as  an  outrage  without  miti- 
gation. The  imprisonment  of  your  son,  as  stated  by  you,  I  regard  as  tautamoont — in 
its  international  legal  effect — to  your  own  imprisonment. 

It  is  of  much  importance,  as  you  will  readily  see,  that  the  very  truth  in  regard  to 
what  you  describe — in  as  mu<;h  extent  and  detail  as  possible,  and  supported  oy  evi- 
dence  of  the  particular  facts — should  be  promptly  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  our 
Gk>vernment. 

Therefore  I  advise  that  you  proceed  at  once  to  take  the  fullest  and  most  detailed 
evidence  practicable  in  the  matter,  being  conscientiously  and  scrupulously  careful  to 
elicit  the  truth,  and  only  the  truth.  A  certified  copy  of  this  evidence  should  be  sent 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  another  to  this  legation. 

Also,  in  reference  to  one  aspect  of  the  case,  please  inform  me  of  the  place  and  time 
of  birth  of  your  son  John,  and  of  any  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  that  may 

have  a  bearing  on  the  question  of  his  citizenship.  

I  am,  &c.,  JEHU  BAKER. 


.No.  460. 
Mr,  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No.  941.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  June  1, 1884.    (Received  June  10.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  918,  of  date  6th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  John  B.  Wheelock,  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  note,  of  date  31st  ultimo,  which  1  addressed  to  Senor  AmengoaJ, 
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relative  to  tlie  same  matter,  and  also  relative  to  the  general  position  of 
this  Government  in  regard  to  remanding  to  the  high  federal  coart 
claims  presented  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Government  of  Venezuela.  The  latter  part  was  written  in  view  of 
what  yon  say  relative  to  the  matter  in  your  dispatch  numbered  286,  of 
date  8th  of  April  last,  taken  in  connection  with  your  note  to  Mr.  Soteldo, 
of  date  4th  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  as  an  inclosure  with 
your  said  dispatch,  and  also  in  connection  with  your  dispatch  numbered 
296,  of  date  8th  ultimo.    •     •    • 

I  believe  j'ou  will  find  the  substance  of*the  matter  condensed  and 
clearly  expressed  in  the  concluding  part  of  my  note  to  Senor  Amengual. 

As  this  matter  is  of  very  high  legal  and  practical  importance,  I  draw 
your  special  attention  to  this  note. 

I  am,  &c.,  JEHU  BAKER. 


[IncIoRare  to  No.  941.1 

Mr,  Baker  to  Mr,  Amenguel. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  May  31,  1884. 

Sir  :  ReferriD^  to  my  note  to  your  excellency,  of  date  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  John  E.  Wheelock  (to  which  note  I  liave  not  as  yet  had  the  honor  of  receiv- 
ing response),  I  have  now  to  say  that,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  nionstrositv  of  the 
outrage  committed  q|)on  Mr.  Wheelock  hy  the  Venezuelan  official  Sotillo  and  his  ac- 
complices, the  length  of  time  the  case  has  been  pending  and  postponed  by  your  excel- 
lency's Government,  and  the  stringent  character  of  the  instructions  under  which  I  am 
acting,  I  deem  it  appropriate,  in  an  entirely  friendly  and  respectful  manner,  to  again 
earnestly  and  urgently  draw  your  excellency's  attention  to  that  case,  and  to  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  disposing  of  it. 

In  the  light  of  recent  instructions  and  information  from  my  Qovernment,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  distinctly  add  that  the  general  position  of  your  excellency's  Government  in 
regard  to  remanding  to  the  high  federal  court  claims  presented  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Government  of  Venezuela  can  in  no  wise  be  admitted. 
Claims  thus  presented  hj  my  Government  against  yours,  in  behalf  of  persons  or  in- 
terests under  its  protection,  are  international  in  their  character,  and  hence  have  an 
inherent  right  to  international  treatment,  that  is,  to  diplomatic  treatment,  as  distin- 
guished from  domestic  treatment. 

Any  convenience  which  might  otherwise  suggest  resort,  in  any  such  case,  with  the 
assent  of  my  Government  to  the  adjudication  of  the  hi^h  federal  court,  meets,  to  sav 
the  least,  with  an  insuperable  obstruction  in  the  provisions  of  the  law  or  decree  whicn 
has  been  made  and  provided  for  in  such  cases  in  Venezuela. 

I  avail,  dtc.  JEHU  BAKER. 


Ko.  461. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  312.]  Department  op  State, 

Waahingtony  June  19,  1884. 
Sir  :  Your  No.  941,  of  the  Ist  instant,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Mr. 
John  E.  Wheelock,  has  been  received. 

Your  declaration  to  the  minister  for  foreign  aflfairs  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Wheelock's  case  wa«  perhaps  timely,  and  does  at  Caracas  what  my  note 
to  Mr.  Soteldo,  the  Venezuelan  minister  at  this  capital,  does  here, 
namely,  requires  a  final  disposition  of  the  case.  You  will  not,  however, 
address  any  more  arguments  to  the  Venezuelan  Government  regarding 
the  subject  unless  instructed  by  the  Department  to  do  so. 
1  am,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FEELINGHUYSEN. 
38  PR 
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Ko.  462. 

Mr.  Frelinghusen  to  Mr.  Baker.  ^ 

No.  316.]  Department  of  State, 

Waahingtoriy  July  5,  1884. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dal  ton,  United 
States  consul  at  Oiudad  Bolivar,  have  been  received. 

Mr.  Dalton  did  send  to  the  Department  the  papers  to  which  you  refer, 
and  they  have  been  fully  and  carefully  examined.  Pending  the  deter- 
mination of  the  citizenship  of  young  Mr.  Dalton,  as  requested  by  yon, 
no  definite  action  has  been  taken  in  the  premises.  The  visit  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Guzman  Blanco  to  Washington  recently,  gave  me  an  opportunity 
to  express  the  sentiments  of  this  Government  respecting  the  assumed 
right  of  that  of  Venezuela  to  subject  American  citizens  to  arrest  with- 
out form  of  trial  or  opportunity  for  defense. 

In  conclusion  I  may  remark  that  the  matter  is  held  under  reserve. 
I  am,  &;c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUYSEN. 


No.  463. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  321.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  8,  1884. 

Sir  :  The  question  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Dalton,  at  Giudad  Bolivar, 
came  up  during  my  recent  conversation  with  General  Guzman  Blanco. 
He  sought  to  justify  the  proceeding  by  detailed  argument,  which  in  the 
main  followed  the  line  laid  down  by  Senor  Seijas  in  his  note  to  you  on 
the  subject,  and  was  equally  unsatisfactory  as  to  the  legaUty  of  the  ar- 
rest, without  trial  or  opportunity  of  defense,  and  without  judicial  pro- 
cess, of  an  alien  who  may  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  Govern- 
ment under  international  law  and  the  comity  of  nations. 

I  contented  myself,  however,  with  reserving  all  discussion  of  the 
points  advanced  by  the  general,  until  the  facts  connected  with  the  ar- 
rest of  the  younger  Dalton  should  be  known.  From  your  Ko.  960,  of 
the  23d  ultimo,  it  appears  that  you  had  not  yet,  up  to  that  date,  been 
able  to  obtain  the  information  sought. 
1  am,  &c., 

FRED'K  T.  FRBLlNGBnCTYSEN. 


Ko.  464. 

Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

No.  994.]  LEaATiON  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  August  29, 1884.    (Received  September  13.) 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  938,  and  to  your  dispatch  numbered  321, 
relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  late  United  States  consul,  at 
Oiudad  Bolivar,  I  write  to  say  that  not  having  yet  received  any  anaw^ 
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to  my  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dalton,  of  date  May  29  last  (a  copy  of  which 
was  sent  as  inclosure  No.  3  with  my  said  No.  938),  I  have  addressed 
a  dispat<)h,  of  this  date,  to  Mr.  William  Henderson,  United  States  vice- 
consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy  herewith  drawing, 
his  attention  to  my  said  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dalton,  and  requesting  that 
he  send  me  an  answer  thereto,  particularly,  to  the  closing  part  of  it,  in 
which  I  requested  Mr.  Dalton  to  inform  me  of  the  place  and  time  of 
birth  of  his  son  John,  and  of  any  other  facts  within  his  knowledge  which 
might  have  a  bearing  on  the  question  of  his  citizenship.  As  soon  as  I 
can  get  this  information  I  will  communicate  it  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKEK. 


[Inclosare  to  No.  904.  J 

Mr*  Baker  to  Mr,  Henderson, 

Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Caracas,  August  ^^  i884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  draw  your  attention  to  my  dispatch  to  the  late  John  Dal- 
ton, esq.,  United  States  consul,  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  of  date  May  29th  last,  and  to  re* 
quest  that  you  send  me  an  answer  thereto,  particularly  to  the  olosinfi[  part  of  it,  in 
which  I  requested  Mr.  Dalton  to  inform  me  of  the  place  and  time  of  birth  of  his  son 
John,  and  of  any  other  facts  within  his  knowledge  which  might  have  a  bearing  on 
the  question  of  his  citizenship. 

I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  to  my  said  dispatch.    Meantime  as  reported,  by 
you  in  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Dalton  died  on  the  19th  of  that 
month,  three  weeks  after  the  date  of  my  dispatch.    I  will  thank  you  to  send  me  an 
answer  to  the  dispatch  in  question  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I  am,  &c., 

JEHU  BAKEE. 


^O.  465. 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Baker. 

No.  8.]  DfiPABTMENT  OF  STATE, 

Washin0onj  September  19, 1884. 
Sm :  I  have  received  your  Nos.  993  and  994,  of  the  28th  and  29th 
ultimo,  respectively,  touching  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  and  have  to 
approve  your  action,  reported  in  the  latter  of  these  dispatches,  in  ad- 
dressing Mr.  Henderson,  vice-consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  detinitely  young  Mr.  Dalton's  nationality.  In  obtaining 
further  information  upon  that  point,  it  may  also  be  well  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  whether  young  Dalton  submitted  voluntarily  to  the  order  of 
the  President  of  Venezuela,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  which  his  de- 
ceased father  was  the  head,  and  without  protest.  Tl^is  fact,  if  estab- 
lished, may  affect  any  argument  founded  on  the  assumption  that  young 
Dalton  suffered  vicariously. 
I  am,  &c., 

FBBD^K  T.  PBBLINGHUYSEK 
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No.  466. 
Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract] 

;No.  1027.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  October  13,  1884.  (Received  October  38.) 
Sir:  Eeferring  generally  to  the  past  correspondence  between  myself 
and  the  Department  relative  to  the  Dalton  case,  and  especially  to  my 
Nos.  994  and  938,  relative  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith, 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  of  date  23d  ultimo,  from  Mr.  William  HendersoD, 
United  States  vice-consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  to  myself,  relative  to  said 

case. 

•  •  «  •  •  .  •  • 

Mr.  Henderson's  dispatch  was  received  on  the  10th  instant,  and  I 
bring  it  promptly  to  the  attention  of  the  Department,  at  the  same  time 
drawing  attention  to  what  I  say  in  my  dispatch  in  response  thereto. 

•  •••••  • 

I  am,  &c.,  JEHU  BAEEB. 


flnolosare  in  No.  1027.J 
Mr,  Henderson  to  Mr.  Baker. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Ciudad  Bolivar,  September  23,  1884. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  of  owning  receipt  of  yoar  dispatch  dated  Augast  39,  last, 
and  must  heg  yonr  pardon  for  my  seeming  inattention  in  not  answering  yoar  dispatch 
of  29th  May,  bnt  the  fact  of  the  matter  was  that  said  dispatch  arrived  on  or  aboat 
the  time  of  the  death  of  my  lat«  superior,  Mr.  Dalton,  and  was,  unfortunately,  mis- 
laid. As  regards  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  Dalton,  Jr.,  in  the  place  of  his  £ftther, 
would  say  when  Mr.  Dalton,  sr.,  was  notified  of  his  arrest  (along  with  the  other 
principal  merchants  of  this  place)  he  was  confined  in  his  bed  in  a  very  low  state  of 
health,  so  much  so  that  his  doctor  said  his  life  would  be  ejidaneered  should  he  be 

gut  in  prison.    For  this  reason  the  president  of  this  state  of  Bolivar,  Mr.  Jos6  Ma. 
ermudez  Grau,  accepted  as  a  substitute  his  son  John  Dalton,  jr.,  who  remained 
under  arrest  three  days. 

Regarding  the  citizensjiip  of  John  Dalton,  ir.,  I  am  quite  sure  it  would  not  be  rec- 
ognized here,  as  according  to  the  laws  of  this  country  (as  per  message  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  ex-President  Guzman  Blanco)  any  person  born  in  Venezuela  ia  a  Vene- 
zuelan and  always  remains  one.  John  Ualton,  jr.,  was  born  in  this  town  the  17th  of 
April,  1859.  He  has  been  educated  in  the  United  States,  going  there  when  he  was 
about  eight  years  of  age.  He  returned  from  there  after  having  completed  twenty- 
one  years.  If  he  resided  in  the  United  State^i  he  would  be  recognized  as  an  American, 
but  as  long  ns  he  stays  here  this  Government  will  not  qualify  him,  bnt  as  a  Venezue- 
lan, although  his  father  was  an  American  citizen. 

Hoping  you  will  please  excuse  the  delay  in  answering  your  dispatch,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  HENDERSON, 

United  States  Ftoe-C^nsml 


No.  467. 
Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Baker. 

[Extract.] 

No.  17.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Nove^nher  1,  1 884. 
Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  1027  and  1028, 
of  the  13th  and  14th  altimo,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  late  Joba 
Dalton,  and  to  say  that  the  expression  used  in  yonr  No.  1028,  <<  takes 

Uigitized  by  VJ^/v^v  IV 


VENEZUELA.  597 

(or  accepted),"  when  speaking  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  son  instead 
of  the  father,  the  precise  alternative  is  formulated.  It  is  regarded  as 
material  to  know  whether  Dalton  senior  being  the  real  object,  young 
Dal  ton  was  "taken  "  as  a  personal  and  vicarious  substitute,  irrespect- 
ive of  his  being  a  member  of  the  firm,  or  whether  he  was  "accepted" 
as  a  sufficient  representative  of  the  firm,  and  equally  competent,  with 
his  father,  to  extinguish  the  penalty  arbitrarily  imposed  on  "John 
Dalton  &  Co."  In  other  words,  would  the  son  or  any  other  substitute 
have  been  taken  if  not  a  member  of  the  firm. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Department's  decision  is  therefore  reserved  awaiting  further 
proof. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  DAYIS, 
Acting  Secretary. 


COBEESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  LEGATION  OF  VENEZUELA 

AT  WASHINGTON. 

No.  468. 

Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States  op  Venezuela, 

Washington,  February  8,  1884.    (Received  February  8.) 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  my  promise  to  your  ex- 
cellency, I  wrote  to  my  Government  urp:ing  the  importance  of  a  speedy 
settlement  of  the  citizen  Wheelock's  claim. 

l^ot  content  with  recommending  this  officially,  I  addressed  a  private 
letter  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  Riapublic,  very  specially 
ur^ng  an  immediate  settlement  of  the  case,  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  every  obstacle  that  might,  even  indirectly,  give  rise  to  any  difference 
between  two  nations  which  should  constantly  draw  closer  the  bends  of 
friendship  and  good  will  that  already  happily  exist  between  them. 

At  the  time  of  writing  those  communications  I  was  not  familiar  with 
all  the  phases  of  the  case,  nor  did  I  know  how  it  conflicts  with  the  vital 
institutions  of  the  country  which  I  represent. 

The  facility  with  which  the  people  of  Venezuela  and  of  other  Spanish- 
American  republics  are  burdened  with  enormous  debts  for  the  payment 
of  claims  of  friendly  powers  growing  out  of  injuries  suffered  by  their 
citizens  or  subjects,  has  given  rise  to  abuses  which  threaten  to  absorb 
the  revenues  of  them  all,  and  to  precipitate  them  into  ruinous  conflicts. 
The  history  of  the  past  appears  incredible  as  regards  these  claims,  to 
secure  the  payment  of  which  the  facts  have  been  distorted  and  exag- 
gerated in  every  conceivable  way,  so  that  trivial  acts  have  been  made 
to  appear  as  most  scandalous  outrages. 

It  is  wholly  impossible  for  any  people  to  pay  fabulous  sums  for  every 
injury  suffered  by  the  citizens  of  other  countries,  who,  in  such  cases, 
have  enjoyed  privileges  that  have  never  been  accorded  to  the  natives 
of  any  country,  among  which  has  been  that  of  having  direct  recourse 
to  diplomatic  intervention  on  the  part  of  their  respective  Governments, 
in  disregard  of  the  methods  of  redress  established  by  law,  that  is  to 
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say,  of  the  courts  and  other  constituted  authorities,  which  alone  are 
now  competent  in  Venezuela  to  take  cognizance  of  and  decide  cases 
like  that  of  Wheelock,  the  Executive  having  no  power  whatever  to  in- 
terfere with  their  proceedings. 

I  make  these  remarks  in  order  that  your  excellency  may  see  the  special 
reasons  which  have  compelled  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Venezuelan 
Government  to  put  a  stop  to  these  abuses,  and  to  relieve  the  people  of 
the  constant  pressure  which  was  exhausting  their  resources  and  vital 
elements.  Laws  have  been  enacted,  similar  to  those  of  other  coun- 
tries, for  the  purpose  of  dispelling  the  hope  of  making  a  fortune  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  treasury,  which  was  so  frequently  entertained  by 
those  who  had  some  real  or  imaginary  grievance,  and  who  sought  to 
realize  their  expectations  without  having  recourse  to  the  courts  of  the 
country,  which  are  absolutely  the  same  for  both  natives  and  foreigners 
seeking  the  redress  of  their  wrongs. 

Your  excellency  will  be  convinced,  in  the  matter  in  question,  of  the 
very  great  interest  which  has  been  taken  by  Venezuela  in  Wheelock's 
case,  it  having  spared  no  pains  to  redress  his  grievance. 

The  President's  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  will 
convince  your  excellency  that  no  charge  can  be  made  against  my  Qovem- 
ment  on  account  of  occurrences  over  which  it  had  absolutely  no  oonCrol, 
of  which  it  had  no  knowledge,  and  to  secure  reparation  for  which  the 
proper  course  for  the  complainant  would  have  "been  to  have  reoourseto 
the  methods  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  country  which  were  in  force 
at  the  time  when  his  complaint  was  made. 

With  the  most  distinguished  consideration,  &c., 

A.  M.  80TELD0. 


[Inolosare.— Trtaslatioii.] 
PreMeni  Blanco  to  Mr,  Soteldo. 

Caracas,  J4mucr$  14, 1684. 

Esteemed  Fbibnd  :  By  your  letter  of  December  15,  and  by  the  report  of  tibe  miniBt 
ter  of  foreiflp  relations,  1  have  been  informed  of  the  recommendation  made  to  yoa  by 
Mr.  Frelin^^aysen  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Wheelock.  I  have  also  beon  inforoiea 
of  the  8te]^8  taken  in  this  case  by  Mr.  Baker. 

Entertaining  as  I  do  the  most  ardent  desire  to  act  in  consonance  with  the  wishee 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  sought  to  devise  some  means  of  doing  so  without  infriiuc- 
ing  the  laws  of  February  14,  1^3^  and  without  establishing  a  precedent  that  mlm 
at  one  blow  render  my  arduous  toil  and  important  work  in  uie  matter  of  claims  oino 
avail.  Neither  I  nor  other  persons  have  been  able  to  succeed  in  devising  soch  means. 
The  (Government  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  investigi^uff  the  fihcts  of  and  in  inflict- 
ing proper  punishment  for  the  onense  which  gave  rise  to  Mr.  Wheelock's  oompUunt. 
It  even  sent  a  lawyer,  at  its  own  expense^  to  Gnayana,  that  he  might  expedite  the 
preliminary  proceedings  in  the  case.  To  its  efforts  have  been  due  the  issuance  of  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  ex-Commissioner  Eusebio  Sotillo  and  for  the  seizure  of  his 
property,  with  the  view  of  making  him  criminallv  and  civilly  responsible.  Unforto- 
nat<ely,  he  effected  his  escape,  and  it  has  thus  far  been  found  impossible  to  arrest  and 
bring  him  to  trial.  The  Executive  has  done  and  is  stiU  doing  all  in  his  power  to  secore 
his  arrest,  trial,  and  punishment. 

As  to  the  indemnity,  it  has  been  maintained  that  the  Republic  owes  him  none,  but 
he  may  bring  his  case  before  the  high  federal  court  and  demand  such  reparation 
from  the  party  who  injured  him  as  he  may  consider  himself  entitled  to.  The  law  has 
made  the  nation  resposible  for  seizures  of  property,  damages,  and  injuries  done  by 
federal  officers  of  the  States,  but  it  has  not  empowered  the  Executive  to  make  awards 
in  such  cases. 

The  laws  of  February  14,  1873,  iu  relation  to  foreigners  and  claims,  have  been  vin- 
dicated at  considerable  length  by  the  dispatch  of  the  department  4>f  foreign  relations, 
which  contained  many  opinions,  decisions,  and  arguments  of  United  States  authori- 
ties. 
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To  take  a  i-etrograde  step  in  this  matter  would  be  not  only  to  act  in  violation  of 
XK>8itive  laws,  bnt  to  make  the  action  of  the  OoverDment  inconsistent  witli  itself. 

The  nltimatum  of  the  French  Republic  of  March  31,  1881,  was  rejected  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  demanded,  in  addition  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  provisional  quota  of 
1673,  x)ayment  of  those  claims  which,  like  that  of  Mr.  Wheelock,  should  have  been 
laid  before  the  aforesaid  court. 

I  trust  that,  having  examined  the  case  in  question,  you  will  duly  appreciate  the 
force  of  these  observations,  and  that  you  will  communicate  them  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  as  an  explanation  of  the  insurmountable  obstacle  which,  in  spite 
of  my  best  wishes,  prevents  me  from  acceding  to  the  arrangement  proposed. 
I  am,  sir.  &c., 

GUZMAN  BLANCO. 


No.  469. 
Mr.  Frelinghuyaen  to  Mr.  Soteldo.* 

Department  of  State, 
WashingtoUj  April  4,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  bonor  to  receive  from  you  in  dae  course  a  note  dated 
tbe  8tb  of  February,  in  relation  to  tbe  Wheelock  case,  which  has  now 
for  four  years  been  the  occasion  of  remonstrance  and  reclamation  by 
this  Government  against  that  of  Venezuela. 

My  thanks  are  personally  due  to  you  for  the  prompt  and  friendly 
manner  in  which  you  endeavored  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  settlement 
by  supplementing  the  representations  of  this  Government  and  urging 
an  immediate  disposition  of  the  claim.  I  must  equally  express  fiy  re- 
gret at  your  want  of  success,  for,  as  now  appears  from  your  note  and 
from  the  letter  address^  to  you  by  President  Guzman  Blanco,  the  Ven- 
ezuelan Government  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  this  Government 
to  seek  diplomatic  redress  for  one  of  its  citizens  iiyured  under  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  hardship. 

The  argument  is,  as  I  understand  it,  briefly,  that  Venezuela,  having 
in  past  times  been  involved  in  much  expense  by  reason  of  compensa^ 
ing  foreigners  injured  in  person  or  property  by  unlawful  acts  of  the 
Venezuelan  authorities,  has  devised  a  domestic  scheme  of  laws,  whereby 
foreigners  suffering  any  such  wrong  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  re- 
course to  the  diplomatic  interposition  of  their  Governments  and  con- 
strained to  abide  by  such  action  as  the  local  tribunals  may  take  upon 
their  complaints,  and  that  in  making  efforts  to  secure  the  arrest,  trial, 
and  punishment  of  the  officer  who  tortured  Mr.  Wheelock,  the  Vene- 
zuelan Government  has  exhausted  all  possible  resources  which  it  might 
be  disposed  to  employ  as  an  act  of  friendly  deference  to  another  power. 

I  must  frankly  express  disappointment  at  this  unexpected  reply.  It 
is  impossible  in  the  first  place  for  this  Government  to  accept  the  propo- 
sition that  Venezuela  is  not  liable  now,  because,  in  view  of  the  expense 
of  recompensing  those  foreigners  who  suffer  from  the  inadequate  pro- 
tection the  domestic  administration  of  the  country  affords,  that  Gov- 
ernment has  enacted  domestic  laws  disclaiming  such  liability. 

There  is  no  principle  of  international  jurisprudence  more  firmly  rooted 
than  that  independent  states  have  the  sovereign  right  of  intervention 
to  protect  their  citizens  in  a  foreign  state  and  redress  the  wrongs  they 
may  there  suffer,  and  that  this  right  becomes  doubly  assured  in  the 
presence  of  a  denial  of  justice. 

This  Government  has  abundantly  recognized  this  principle  in  its  in- 
tercourse with  other  states.  Their  claims  are  admitted  to  ample  dis- 
cussion, and  in  case  of  final  disagreement  as  to  the  merits  of  the  com- 
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plaints,  international  modes  of  settlement  are  resorted  to.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  a  court  of  arbitration  just  held  in  Washington  has  decided  the 
unsettled  claims  of  France,  on  behalf  of  French  citizens  injured  by  the 
acts  of  our  oificers.  Consideration  of  the  rights  involved  outweighs  in 
such  cases  all  considerations  of  mere  expense.  In  no  case  do  we  resort 
to  legislative  expedients  to  restrict  the  right  of  foreigners  in  this  coun- 
try to  seek  the  aid  of  their  own  Governments  for  the  redress  of  alleged 
wrongs. 

The  issue  has  been  raised  in  various  ways  by  several  of  the  repub- 
lics of  the  American  continent,  and  this  Government  has  consistently 
contended  against  such  restriction.  We  hold  that  the  status  of  a  for- 
eigner is,  under  international  law,  inherent,  and  can  be  neither  affected 
nor  destroyed  by  the  municipal  law  of  the  state  where  such  foreigners 
may  happen  to  be  sojourning.  A  foreigner's  right  to  ask  and  receive 
the  protection  of  his  Government  does  not  depend  upon  the  local  law, 
but  upon  the  law  of  his  own  country.  His  citizenship  goes  with  him 
into  whatever  country  he  may  visit,  and  the  duty  of  his  Government  to 
protect  him  so  long  as  he  does  nothing  to  forfeit  his  citizenship  accom- 
panies him  everywhere.  This  duty  his  Government  must  discharge,  and 
it  could  not,  if  it  would,  be  relieved  therefrom  by  the  fact  that  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  the  country  where  its  citizen  may  happen  to  be  has  seen 
fit  to  provide  under  what  circumstances  he  may  be  permitted  to  apiiear 
before  the  authorities  of  that  country.  Such  a  law  cannot  control  the 
action  or  duty  of  his  Government,  for  governments  are  bound  among 
themselves  only  by  treaties  or  by  the  recognized  law  of  nations,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  the  existing  treaties  between  the  two  countries  or  in 
the  law  of  nations  which  recognizes  as  pertaining  to  Venezuela  the  right 
by  the  enactment  of  a  municipal  law  to  say  how,  or  where,  or  under 
what  circumstances  the  Government  of  the  United  States  may  or  may 
not  ask  justice  in  behalf  of  one  of  its  own  citizens. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  broadly  admitted  that  when  the  courts  of  a  coun- 
try afford  adequate  remedy  to  foreigners  and  natives  alike  in  cswe  of 
Titrrongful  treatment,  resort  thereto  in  the  first  instance  by  the  aggrieved 
party  may  be  proper;  but  even  in  such  a  case  the  right  of  the  sufferer's 
Government  to  watch  over  the  proceedings  from  the  outset  is  inalien- 
able. It  is  its  duty  to  see  at  every  stage  that  justice  is  done,  to  urge  fall 
and  speedy  compliance  with  the  laws,  and  by  it«  counsel  and  remon- 
strance, its  moral  and  material  support,  to  advance  the  interest  of  its 
wronged  cifizen. 

Mr.  Wheelock's  case  has,  however,  passed  far  beyond  the  initial  stage 
to  which  President  Guzman's  letter  would  now  seek  to  recommit  it  It 
has  reached  the  higher  plane  of  an  apparent  denial  of  justice. 

The  correspondence  lately  published  shows  that  the  departmental  and 
State  courts  of  Venezuela  successively  decided  that  no  grounds  existed 
for  continuing  the  process  or  ordering  the  arrest  of  the  commissary, 
Sotillo,  who  inflicted  the  illegal  torture  upon  Mr.  Wheelock.  On  his 
excellency's  own  showing,  this  would  have  sufficed  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint forever,  without  recourse  or  appeal. 

Conceding  the  right  of  this  Governmeut  to  ask  justice  for  its  injured 
citizen,  the  Federal  Government  of  Venezuela  ordered  the  State  gov- 
ernmeut to  reopen  the  examination.  This  was  done  and  the  result  was 
the  same.  Heie,  then,  we  have  three  failures  of  justice,  any  one  of 
which,  if  President  Guzman's  argument  be  admitted  as  well  founded, 
was  necessarily  final. 

But  two  years  afterward  the  Venezuelan  Government  discovere  d  tha 
«Hhe  result  of  the  proceedings  involves  civil  responsibilites,"  and  a 
fourth  investigation  was  held,  the  result  of  which  amply  bore  out  the 
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allegations  of  Mr.  Wheelock's  complaint.  Warrants  were  issued  for 
the  arrest  of  Sotillo,  who  had  meanwhile  left  the  country,  and  orders 
were  issued  to  confiscate  Sotillo's  property,  which  he  had  before  this 
placed  out  of  reach  of  judicial  embargo. 

Now,  after  more  than  four  years  have  passed,  it  is  claimed  that  the 
responsibility  of  Venezuela  to  punish  the  offender  is  met  by  these  tardy 
and  ineffectual  proceedings;  and,  further,  that  the  sufferer  is  wholly 
without  civil  recourse  for  material  reparation,  save  such  as  the  federal 
court  may  find  due  to  him  from  the  commissary,  Sotillo. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  pass  over,  as  not  meriting  serious  consideration 
or  argument,  the  allegation  which  your  note  implies,  that  the  Government 
of  Venezuela  is  not  liable  "  on  account  of  occurrences  over  which  it  had 
absolutely  no  control  and  of  which  it  had  no  knowledge.'^  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  Federal  Government  directed,  or  was  cognizant  of,  or 
consented  to,  the  outrage  perpetrated  by  its  public  servant  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  public  functions. 

The  simple  complaint  of  this  Government  is,  that  an  officer  of  justice 
of  Venezuela,  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions,  subjected  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  whom  he  had  arrested  on  suspicion,  to  grievous  bodily  torture 
to  extort  from  him  a  confession  of  guilt.  For  this  act  this  Government 
asks  the  punishment  of  the  offender,  and  expects  that  Venezuela  will 
tender  an  equitable  indemnity  to  the  victim. 

The  President  is  surprised  at  the  tardy  proposal  of  Venezuela,  now 
for  the  first  time  heard  of  in  connection  with  the  case,  that  Mr.  Wheelock 
shall  seek  redress  at  the  hands  of  the  high  federal  court.  Even  if  he 
had  been  disposed  to  consent  to  such  a  disposition  of  the  matter  in  the 
interest  of  friendship  and  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  a  casual 
examination  of  the  provisional  decrees  of  14th  February,  1873,  concern- 
ing the  rights  and  indemnification  of  foreigners,  which  prescribe  the 
procedure  to  which  the  complaint  would  be  subjected,  leads  the  Presi- 
dent' to  withhold  his  acceptance  of  such  a  resort. 

This  Government  cannot  waive  the  right  of  its  citizens  to  claim  dip- 
lomatic protection  as  those  decrees  require.  It  cannot  admit  that  if  the 
court  shall  deem  the  claim  for  indemnity  exaggerated  the  American 
claimant  shall  forfeit  all  rights  and  incur  heavy  fine  or  prolonged  im- 
prisonment. It  cannot  consent  to  allow  the  court  i>ower  to  dismiss  the 
claim  because  more  than  two  years  have  passed  since  the  commission  of 
the  injury.  It  cannot,  in  a  word,  regard  those  decrees  as  controlling 
the  equitable  or  moral  rights  of  an  injured  American  citizen. 

I  have  remarked  that  more  than  two  years  elapsed  before  any  judicial 
resort  of  Venezuela  admitted  Uiat  Sotillo  was  even  liable  to  process. 
Permit  me  to  ask,  in  no  captious  spirit,  how  it  is  supposed  Mr.  Wheelock 
would  have  fared  had  he  submitted  to  those  provisional  decrees  in  the 
face  of  the  solemn  adjudication  of  three  judicial  tribunals  of  Venezuela 
that  no  grounds  existed  for  subjecting  the  commissary,  Sotillo,  to  legal 
process?  Would  fine  and  imprisonment  have  been  added  to  the  wrong 
under  which  he  already  lay  f  If  so,  would  it  not  have  been  alleged  that 
diplomatic  redress  was  effectually  barred  to  him  by  reason  of  his  volun- 
tary submission  to  the  operation  of  those  decrees? 

A  copy  of  the  present  correspondence  will  be  sent  to  the  United  States 
minister  at  Caracas  with  instructions  to  say  that  this  Government  does 
not  accept  the  reply  made  to  its  representations,  and  that  it  renews  its 
demand  for  the  punishment  of  the  offender,  and  repeats  its  expectation 
that  the  Government  of  Venezuela  will  tender  to  Mr.  Wheelock  a  just 
indemnification. 

Accept,  &c., 

FRBD'K  T.  FKELINGHUYSBK 
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No.  470. 

rTnDslaiioD.] 

Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr,  Frelinghuysen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 

Washington^  April  10,  1884.    (Received  April  11.) 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency's  communication  of  the  4th  instant.  I  think  that  ita 
contents  require  some  observations  on  my  part,  which  I  trust  will  be 
favorably  received,  since  they  are  dictated  by  a  sinceil^  desire  to  bring 
about  the  most  cordial  understanding  in  respect  to  the  point  in  ques- 
tion. 

I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  complimentary  expressions  whereby 
your  excellency  recognizes  my  efforts  to  bring  to  a  final  settlement  the 
claim  of  the  citizen  Wheelock,  when  I  was  not  aware  of  its  importance, 
nor  of  its  intimate  relation  with  certain  grave  complications,  nor  with 
the  institutions  of  vital  importance  for  Venezuela  in  common  with  the 
other  sister  republics  of  the  continent,  which,  if  disregarded,  woold 
precipitate  us  into  difficulties  of  all  kinds,  greater  than  that  which  we 
should  have  avoided. 

In  order  to  proceed  methodically,  I  shall  begin  my  observatipns  in 
the  order  of  the  arguments  and  conclusions  of  the  oommunication  to 
which  I  propose  to  reply. 

Your  excellency  infers  from  my  note  and  from  that  of  Us  Uxoellency 
President  Guzman  Blanco,  which  acex)mpanied  it,  that  the  Government 
of  Venezuela  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  this  Government  to  have 
recourse  to  diplomacy  in  oMer  to  secure  the  redress  of  a  wrong  sofbred 
by  one  of  its  citizens,  who  ha«  been  maltreated  under  drcomatancee  of 
peculiar  cruelty.  This  assertion  is  not  sustainable  in  this  absolute  and 
isolated  form.  What  his  Bxcellency  thus  maintains  in  the  casein  ques- 
tion is  precisely  what  has  been  maintained  by  the  United  States,  which 
have  been  our  model  sinoe  the  very  establishment  of  their  ind^^eadeooe, 
{.  e.j  that  foreigners  entering  a  country  become  subject,  ip$ofaeio,  to  the 
laws  of  that  country,  which  they  are  under  obUgations  to  respect  and  obey 
during  the  whole  time  of  their  residence  tfaera,  and  if  they  soffer  iiya* 
ries  they  are  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  seeking  redress  thereto*, 
according  to  the  usual  legal  methods,  before  the  competent  ooorta  of  the 
nation.  They  are  not  to  have  immediate  recourse  to  diplomacfy  or  to 
prefer  intefiiational  complaints  unless  they  have  exhansted  all  d^oaiy 
methods. 

In  cases  in  which  they  think  that  they  have  ground  for  a  complaint 
against  the  Government  for  offenses  received  from  public  officers,  with 
the  sanction  or  approbation  of  the  Government,  or  in  pursuance  of  its 
orders,  they  must  have  recourse  to  the  high  federal  court,  which  is  a 
tribunal  in  every  respect  equal  in  its  attributes  and  powers  to  t^e 
United  States  Court  of  Claims,  and  the  same  methods  are  to  be  par- 
sued  as  in  this  country.  Just  as  in  this  Republic,  recourse  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  would  be  considered  irregular  in  the  case  of  any  in- 
jury done  the  citizens  of  another  nation  with  a  view  of  securing  pecuni- 
ary compensation  and  the  punishment  of  the  parties  implicated  in  the 
offense,  without  taking  the  trouble  to  have  recourse  to  the  courts  of 
justice,  or  to  present  sufficient  proofs  or  anything  more  than  a  simple 
statement  of  the  party,  so  is  such  a  proceeding  considered  by  the  laws 
of  Venezuela.    Such  is  likewise  the  doctrine  of  the  United  States,  es- 
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pecially  iu  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  diplomacy  in  cases  iu  which  the 
cognizance  of  such  cases  belongs  to  the  courts  of  justice.  This  was 
claimed  by  his  excellency  Mr.  Seijas.  minister  of  foreign  relations,  in  his 
note  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Baker,  bealring  date  of  August  23, 1881,  which 
was  recently  published  here,  and  the  arguments  of  which  I  think  proper 
to  reproduce  at  the  present  time. 

Attorney-General  Bandolph,  in  his  report  in  relation  to  the  case  of 
Pagan^  a  British  subject,  February  22, 1792,  confirms  my  statement  in 
regard  to  abstention  from  recourse  to  diplomacy  in  cases  which  properly 
belong  to  the  courts,  and  both  in  this  and  the  other  matters  to  which  I 
have  called  attention  he  is  iu  accord  with  Webster,  who  in  the  case  of 
the  New  Orleans  riot  in  1851  refused  indemnity  to  Spanish  citizens  and 
only  allowed  it  to  the  consul  of  Spain  in  view  of  his  special  character. 

The  aforesaid  note  mentions  the  observations  of  Attorney- General 
Gashing  in  the  case  of  the  bark  Eliza,  May  27, 1855,  in  which  he  shows 
that,  the  United  states  are  not  responsible  for  the  failure  of  an  American 
pilot  who  caused  it  to  run  aground,  and  shows  that  every  country  has 
power  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  foreigners,  and  to  com- 
I>el  them  to  obey  the  laws,  as  well  as  the  duty  to  observe  international 
rules  towards  the  Spanish  American  states,  with  respect  to  which  he 
says: 

Great  Britain,  France,  and  the  United  States  have  assumed  on  varions  occasions 
rights  of  intervention  in  behalf  of  their  subjects  or  citizens  in  those  countries  which 
none  of  us  would  tolerate  in  our  own  country,  in  some  cases  through  necessity,  and 
in  others  with  very  doubtful  discretion  or  Justice.  This  has  ai»ravated  the  evils  of. 
mis^ovemment  there,  as  will  palpably  appear  to  anyone  carefhlly  studying  the  inter- 
national condition  of  the  Republics  of  South  America. 

The  reflections  which  I  have  just  made  render  it  unnecessary  for  me 
to  demonstrate  to  your  excellency  that  if  Venezuela,  in  the  matter  of 
the  claims  of  foreigners  residing  in  her  territory,  whether  permanently 
domiciled  or  not,  considers  them  as  being  subject  to  its  laws,  and  allows 
them  the  same  means  of  redress  that  it  does  to  its  own  citizens,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  laws  and  practices  of  the  United  States,  it  can- 
not be  said  that  that  country  has  devised  any  method  peculiarly  its 
own  that  is  not  based  upon  the  law  of  nations  and  upon  the  practices 
of  this  great  Bepnblic,  in  order  to  debar  foreigners  who  have  suffered 
iigury  from  having  recourse  to  the  diplomatic  intervention  of  their  re- 
spective Governments,  and  to  compel  them  to  submit  their  complaints 
to  the  competent  local  tribunals. 

Suppose,  jour  excellency,  that  during  the  excitement  consequent  upon 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  whenever  an  injury  was  done  to  one 
of  the  many  foreigners  who  rushed  to  that  distant  region,  the  diplo- 
matic ministers  of  the  nations  to  which  the  aggrieved  parties  belonged 
had  addressed  the  Department  of  State,. demanding  pecuniary  redress, 
such  as  is  asked  in  the  present  case,  and  the  punishment  of  the  delin- 
quent, even  though  the  latter  had  been  a  police  of&cer  of  the  plaoe, 
having  charge  of  purely  local  matters.  If  this  would  have  been  inad- 
missible at  that  time,  and  is  so  now,  has  been,  and  will  ever  be  so  in  this 
country,  there  have  not  been  wanting  those  who  have  sought  to  im- 
pose it  upon  the  Spanish  American  liepublics.  All  have  hitherto  re- 
sisted it  by  themselves  alone,  and  all  have  endeavored  to  protect  them- 
selves by  their  laws,  to  the  extent  that  some  have  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish as  a  constitutional  rule  the  principle  that  foreigners  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  the  country  receiving  them  into  its  territory.  The 
rule  being  one  of  international  law,  it  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  men- 
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tion  it  in  the  laws  or  constitutions,  save  for  greater  clearness  and  defi- 
niteness. 

Kothing  would  be  more  dangerous  than  to  allow  to  foreigners  the 
privilege  of  burdening  a  nation  with  enormous  international  payments 
for  every  injury  received  by  them  or  to  relieve  them  from  the  obligation 
of  having  recourse  to  the  courts  to  establish  the  truth  of  their  allega- 
tions and  the  re^l  rights  of  the  parties.  Your  excellency  will  admit, 
with  my  Government,  that  foreigners  entering  the  territory  of  a  nation 
cannot  claim  greater  or  more  important  concessions  of  individual  liberty 
and  of  local  protection  than  the  natives  themselves,  and  that  there  would 
be  no  reason  to  im]>ose  upon- it  the  burden  of  a  more  special  guarantee 
because  of  any  accident  to  those  who,  retaining  their  foreign  nationali^, 
reside  in  the  republic.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  the  principle  of  juris 
prudence'  which  extends  the  protection  of  a  government  to  its  citizens 
whithersoever  they  may  go. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  understood  that  such  protection  in  nowise  re- 
lieves them  from  the  duties  and  obligations  contracted  by  them,  par- 
ticularly from  that  of  obeying  its  laws,  since  two  opposing  sovereignties 
be  admissible  at  the  same  time.  In  such  a  collision  the  sovereignty 
of  the  place  would  naturally  have  to  be  recognized,  because  a  foreigner 
could  never  arrogate  to  himself  more  favorable  conditions  than  the 
native  in  his  own  home.  In  the  case  of  the  present  claim  it  cannot  be 
said  that  there  has  been  any  denial  of  justice,  because  what  has  not 
been  asked  cannot  have  been  denied.  The  complainant  has  not  ap- 
peared before  any  Venezuelan  court  asking  for  the  punishment  of  the 
party  who  injured  him,  or  for  the  pecuniary  redress  of  his  wrongs.  On 
the  contrary,  as  soon  as  he  was  released  on  the  ground  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  charges  of  G.  Patroni  who  caused  his  arrest,  and  who  was 
likewise  an  American  citizen,  he  at  once  addressed  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  in  the  capital  of  the  State,  instead  of  having  recourse  to 
the  courts.  He  next  went  to  the  island  of  Trinidad,  whence  he  re- 
quested the  United  States  minister  at  Caracas,  by  letter,  to  cause  the 
Government  of  Venezuela  to  pay  him  an  indemnity  of  $50,000.  He 
then  came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  continued  urging  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  afterwards  the  American  Congress,  to  procure  for 
him  an  indemnity  of.  $250,000  for  the  injury  suffered  by  him  and  for 
the  Venezuelan  Government's  delay  in  making  payments  of  the  first 
claim. 

Where  constitutional  powers  are  divided  as  they  are  here,  the  Execu- 
ti\re  is  not  the  proper  officer  to  hear  the  complaints  of  private  citizens, 
whether  native  or  foreign.  They  must  substantiate  their  claims  before 
the  courts  speciall}^  charged  with  the  administration  of  justice,  and  of 
the  forms,  without  which  there  is  no  possibility  of  discerning  facts  or  law. 
I  have  not  studied  or  had  an  opportunity  to  render  myself  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  cases  cited  by  your  excellency  of  the  damages  claimed 
by  French  citizens,  and  am  consequently  unable  to  appreciate  their  re- 
semblance to  the  present  case. 

When  I  said,  in  my  note  of  February  11,  that  Venezuela  had  been 
obliged  to  raise  a  barrier  to  the  ruinous  abuses  introduced  as  diplomatic 
claims,  I  cannot  have  stated  that  it  had  had  recourse  to  any  other 
methods  than  to  the  sound  principles  of  public  law  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  powers ;  still  less  that  it  had  disregarded  the  rules  of  conduct 
which  should  be  observed  by  all  members  of  the  great  family  of  nations. 

The  argument  that  its  courts  hail  not  furnished  an  adequate  remedy 
to  foreigners  for  injuries  suffered  by  them  could  scarcely  be  admitted  in 
any  State. 
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In  the  case  in  questiolF  the  claimant  did  not  appear  for  the  purpose 
of  demanding  the  punishment  of  the  party  who  had  injured  him,  or  the 
pecuniary  redress  to  which  he  thought  himself  entitled,  before  any 
Venezuelan  court.  If  such  a  thing  should  occur  here,  and  if,  when  the 
ease  was  commenced  before  a  court,  the  injured  party  had  not  appeared, 
no  one  would  consider  as  a  denial  of  justice  the  declaration  of  such  a 
court  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  continuance  of  the  case  owing 
to  the  lack  of  an  interested  party  and  of  the  corps  du  delit. 

When  this  happened,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  aggrieved  party, 
both  the  Presidenl^of  the  State  of  Guayana,  where  the  case  occurred, 
on  which  Wheelock's  claim  is  based,  and  the  President  of  the  Republic, 
took,  each,  in  his  turn,  all  measures  within  the  sphere  of  their  powers 
to  secure  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  offender. 

Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  Wheelock,  the  aggrieved  party,  and 
of  the  difficulty  of  proving  his  statements,  as  he  admits  in  his  published 
letters,  and  as  is  admitted  by  all,  sufficient  evidence  was  secured  after 
a  most  persistent  and  very  careful  investigation,  to  justify  the  courts 
in  ordering  the  arrest  of  the  offender  and  the  seizure  of  his  property. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  by  the  Government  to  bring  the  guilty 
party  to  justice,  yet  he  has  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape.  The  good 
name  of  the  Republic,  and  a  solemn  conviction  of  what  was  its  duty, 
rendered  this  a  task  that  had  to  be  performed. 

The  meacs  are  not  yet  exhausted,  most  excellent  sir,  which  have  been 
and  which  will  be  used  by  Venezuela  until  the  culprit  is  brought  to 
justice.  From  the  very  outset,  however,  my  Government  has  deeply 
regretted  to  be  obliged  to  differ  from  that  of  your  excellency  in  respect 
to  pecuniary  indemnities  due  from  it  on  account  of  injuries  done  to  in- 
dividuals by  persons  not  acting  under  its  orders,  much  less  with  its 
sanction  or  approval.  In  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  only  in  cases  in 
which  subordinates  act  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  their  Government 
or  with  its  approval,  that  their  acts  render  the  nation  responsible  to 
foreigners  and  to  foreign  Governments.  An  act  performed  by  a  public 
officer,  especially  by  a  mere  commissary  of  police,  whq|e  grade  is  the 
lowest  in  the  municipal  and  local  department,  entails  no  obligation  of 
an  international  character,  unless  the  officer  obeys,  in  the  performance 
of  such  act,  orders  received  by  him  from  his  Government.  Although 
this  circumstance,  in  your  excellency's  opinion,  is  entitled  to  no  consid- 
eration, I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  fact  is  acknowledged  tbat  my  Gov- 
ernment neither  ordered,  sanctioned,  nor  had  the  slightest  knowledge 
of  the  outrage  which  is  the  basis  of  this  claim. 

If  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Venezuela  has  pointed  out  the 
proper  course  for  the  aggrieved  party  to  pursue,  and  has  not  himself 
brought  the  case  before  the  courts  of  justice,  he  has  taken  this  course 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  pointing  out  the  real  means  of  redress  furnished 
by  the  laws  in  such  cases. 

Tdo  not  think  that  this  case  has  by  any  means  reached  what  may  be 
considered  as  a  denial  of  justice,  for  the  reason  which  I  have  already 
stated,  t.  e.y  that  there  can  be  no  denial  where  there  is  no  petition.  The 
applications  which  have  been  made  by  the  complainant  to  the  authorities 
of  his  nation  will  doubtless  be  considered  as  a  petition,  as  will  also  the 
demands  made  by  the  United  States  Government  of  the  ministry  of 
foreigns  relation  of  Caracas  and  of  the  president  of  the  State  of 
Guayana,  who  have  done  and  are  still  doing  all  in  their  power  to  bring 
the  guilty  party  to  justice  as  a  criminal ;  because,  as  regards  pecuniary 
redress,  it  was  scarcely  necessary  to  tell  officers  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment, where  the  attributes  of  the  various  administrative  branches  are 
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perfectly  well  defined,  that  that  was  a  matter  with  which  they  had 
nothiDg  to  do,  and  that  if  the  party  interested  desired  to  obtain  the 
amount  claimed  by  him,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  bring  his  case  be- 
fore the  counts  of  the  country,  just  like  any  other  private  individual. 

When  the  national  Government  was  addressed^  at  the  beginning  of 
the  controversy,  in  relation  to  the  indemnity  claimed  in  this  case,  his 
excellency  Mr.  Saavedra  informed  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the 
United  States  at  Caracas,  in  his  note  of  August  24, 1880,  that  the  na- 
tion was  not  bound  to  pay  any  indemnity.  In  the  concluding  portion 
of  the  published  translation  of  that  note,  the  follo\fing  passage  occurs: 

The  Govemment  tbiuks  that,  if  there  has  actually  been  a  crime,  the  obligation  of 
the  Republic  is  satisfied  by  the  judgiueDt  and  puuisumeut  of  its  authoi-s,  aud  that  it 
would  not  mve piecuniary  indemnifCsation  to  the  offended. 

As  it  is  not  customary  in  this  country  to  have  recourse  to  the  Execu- 
tive for  the  redress  of  grievances  or  for  the  substantiation  of  cases  in 
which  private  individuals  are  concerned,  and  as  the  courts  are  open  to 
both  natives  and  foreigners  in  Venezuela,  without  restriction,  it  can  be 
said  neither  there  nor  here  that  the  Executive  dispenses  or  denies  jus- 
tice, in  a  forensic  or  international  sense. 

It  seems  superfluous  to  remark  that  the  adverse  decision  of  the  courts 
cannot  be  considered  as  notorious  injustice,  when  there  is  no  absolute 
evidence  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  proofs  presented.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  occurred,  however,  or  could  occur,  for  the  reason  that  the  party 
interested,  whose  presence  was  necessary  in  a  case  in  which  pecuniary 
indemnity  was  claimed  on  account  of  personal  injury,  left  the  place  a 
very  few  days  subsequently  to  the  perpetration  of  the  outrage,  without 
bringing  his  case  before  the  couits  at  all,  so  that  a  petition  which  was 
never  presented  cannot  have  been  denied. 

I  regard  as  inadmissible  the  conclusion,  in  the  note  now  under  consid- 
eration, that  there  have  been  three  repeated  denials  of  justice,  because, 
in  the  case  of  the  proceedings  instituted  against  Eusebio  Sotillo,  the 
accused,  who  was  prosecuted  on  a  criminal  charge,  declarations  were 
made  by  the  toferior  courts  to  the  effect  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
cause  for  his  arrest  or  for  the  continuance  of  the  case.  Is  there  any- 
thing strange  in  this,  when  the  injured  party  absented  himself  and  de- 
clared it  impossible  to  secure  proof,  as  he  did  in  the  concluding  portion 
of  his  letter  to  Consul  Dalton  ?    He  there  says : 

I  shoald  have  gotten  you  proofs  of  the  above  facts  in  affidavits,  bnt  the  principal 
torture  was  inflicted  in  the  woods,  where  every  one  was  carefully  kept  back  exc^t 
the  few  peons  and  the  interpreters,  aU  of  whom  have  such  a  fear  of  Sotillo  thai  it  u 
difficnlt  to  get  them  to  swear  to  the  truth. 

What  the  party  interested  found  it  impossible  to  do  cannot  have 
been  an  easy  matter  for  the  government  of  the  state  or  for  that  of  the 
nation. 

The  efforts  of  the  Venezuelan  authorities  were  really  most  laudable, 
since  they  obtained  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  the  arrest  of  the  ac- 
cused, although  this  being  done,  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  the 
proceedings  until  his  arrest  should  be  effected,  since  the  laws  of  Vene- 
zuela do  not  allow  a  person  to  be  tried  in  contumaciam,  1  think  I  have 
answered  by  the  foregoing  your  note  of  the  4th  instant  relative  to  the 
case  of  Wheelock. 

As  this  matter  is  now  before  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  your  ex- 
cellency might  transmit  my  communications  to  that  honorable  body, 
together  with  the  letter  of  his  Excellency  President  Guzman  Blanco,  on 
the  subject  of  this  claim,  so  that  all  its  phases  may  be  made  known. 
I  avail,  &c., 

A.  M.  SOTBLDO. 
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No.  471. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Soteldo. 

Depaktment  of  State, 
Washington,  April  25,  1884. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoar  note  of  the  10th  instant 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  John  B.  Wheelock  against  Venezuela. 

After  a  carefal  consideration  of  your  arguments,  I  am  obliged  to  relin- 
qaish  the  task  of  refuting  them  in  detail.  The  groundwork  on  which 
they  rest  being  fallacious,  the  whole  argument  falls.  You  proceed  on 
the  assumption  that  the  high  federal  court,  to  which  it  is  assumed  that 
Mr.  Wheelock  should  have  in  the  first  instance  submitted  his  claim,  is 
a  tribunal  in  every  respect  equal  in  its  attributes  and  powers  to  the 
United  States  Court  of  Claims,  and  from  this  you  infer  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  two  countries  in  this  particular  is  identical,  and  that 
Venezuela  prescribes  for  the  injured  alien  the  same  judicial  resorts  as 
do  the  United  States. 

The  Court  of  Claims,  however,  permit  me  to  say,  has  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  cases  of  aliens  making  claims  of  the  nature  of  Mr.  Wheelock^s. 
It  has  only  jurisdiction  of  alien  claims  founded  on  statute  or  contract. 
There  is  no  tribunal  here  which  is  competent  to  render  judgment  against 
the  United  States  for  personal  damages  occasioned  by  the  act  of  a  fed- 
eral officer. 

As  I  stated  in  my  note  of  the  4th  instant,  those  are  matters  for  diplo- 
matic settlement,  and  in  default  of  agreement  thereon  by  friendly  arbi- 
tration. 

I  observe  also  that  you  take  exception  to  my  statement  that  the  Gov- 
ermnent  of  Venezuela  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  this  Government 
to  have  recourse  to  diplomacy  in  order  to  secure  the  redress  of  a  wrong 
suffered  by  one  of  it«  citizens  who  has  been  maltreated  under  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  cruelty.  Permit  me  to  remind  you  that  the  repre- 
sentations of  this  Government  have  uniformly  been  confined,  as  a 
demand,  to  asking  the  execution  of  Venezuelan  law  against  the  ag- 
gressor. 

Your  Government  claims  that  there  has  been  no  miscarriage  of  jus- 
tice in  the  case.  We  think  and  aver  that  at  every  step  of  the  case 
there  has  been  an  evident  miscarriage  of  justice.  As  to  the  claim  for 
indemnity,  we  have  not  demanded  a  fixed  sum.  We  have  diplomat- 
ically represented  to  Venezuela  that  the  circumstances  appear  to  fully 
warrant  the  expectation  that  a  tender  of  compensation  for  the  wrong 
suffered  will  be  voluntarily  made  to  Mr.  Wheelock. 

Tour  Government  pays  no  heed  to  this  temperate  and  just  sugges- 
tion, so  put  forth,  and  attempts  to  relegate  the  sufferer  to  the  courts  of 
the  country.  This  seems  to  be  a  practical  denial  of  the  diplomatic  re- 
course even  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  a  question  which  this  Gov- 
ernment felt  reluctant  to  press  to  the  graver  stage  of  a  positively  for- 
mulated demand  for  indemnity. 

It  has  been  the  consistent  effort  of  this  Government,  in  dealing  with 
this  case,  to  keep  the  channel  of  diplomatic  adjustment  open.  If  it  be 
closed  by  the  Venezuelan  Government  denying  our  recourse  thereto, 
our  regret  would  be  most  keen,  but  at  the  same  time  the  responsibility 
would  not  be  ours. 

This  further  correspondence  in  the  case  will  now  be  submitted  to 
Congress. 

Accept,  &c., 

FEBiyK  T.  FEELINGHUYSBN. 
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No.  472. 

Mr.  Frelinghuygen  to  Mr.  Soteldo. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  2,  1884. 

aiR:  In  compliance  with  my  request  you  were  so  good  as  to  lavor  me 
with  an  interview  tliis  morning,  when  I  took  occasion  to  advert  to  a 
recent  occurence  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  whereby  Mr.  John  Dal  ton,  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  point,  together  with  some  twenty 
other  ]>er8ons  of  that  place,  had  been  by  an  executive  ordet  of  his  excel- 
lency President  Guzman  Blanco,  subjected  to  three  days'  incarceration 
in  the  military  barracks,  and  I  expressed  to  you  the  painful  eflfects  whidi 
such  action  would  impose  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States  if 
it  Avere  found  that  such  an  arbitrary  proceeding  had  in  fact  been  en- 
forced against  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  especially  one  holding 
a  consular  appointment  under  our  flag. 

You  were  pleased  to  state  the  facts  of  the  occurrence  as  they  had 
been  communicated  to  you.  Briefly,  a  recent  federal  law  of  Veneznela 
has  granted  certain  extensive  rights  and  usufructs  over  tracts  of  unoc- 
cupied Government  land  to  a  foreign  citizen  or  association,  the  g:rant 
carrying  with  it  commercial  privileges  at  Ciudad  Bolivar;  a  number  of 
respectable  residents  of  that  city,  among  them  Mr.  Dalton,  joined  in 
signing  a  protest  against  the  provisions  of  this  grant.  The  language 
of  the  protest  is  said  by  you  to  have  been  severe  and  in  effect  subver- 
sive of  the  law,  which  the  signers  were  bound  to  obey  and  respect;  and 
moreover,  the  petition  or  protest  was  printed  in  the  local  papers  before 
it  reached  the  Government  at  Caracas;  in  view  of  all  which  you  say 
the  Venezuelan  Executive  adopted  a  recourse  allowable  in  that  country 
and  undertook  to  enforce  respect  for  the  laws  by  ordering  the  military 
arrest  for  the  constitutio'bal  term  of  three  days,  of  all  those  who  by 
their  action  had  shown  disrespect  to  the  law  and  the  Government. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Baker  has  already  addressed  a  remonstrance  to  the 
Venezuelan  secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs,  and  elicited  from  Mr.  Seijas  an 
unsatisfactoiy  reply. 

From  your  statement  of  the  occurrences,  I  must  consider  Mr.  BakeFs 
remonstrance  to  have  been  warranted  by  the  facts,  and  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  say  also  to  you,  as  the  accredited  representative  of  Venezuela, 
that  this  Government  would  and  does  feel  bound  to  protest  against  any 
summary  act  of  the  Executive  of  Venezuela,  whereby  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  subjected  to  military  condem- 
nation and  sentence  to  any  term  of  imprisonment,  however  brief,  with- 
out due  form  Of  trial  and  opportunity  for  defense  under  the  treaty  of 
18G0,  and  under  the  accepted  principles  of  international  law. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped,  however,  that  the  executive  order  of  President 
Guzman  Blanco  will  not  be  found  to  have  been  enforced  against  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States.      Until   that  material  fact  is  known,  I 
reserve  further  comment  in  the  matter. 
Accept,  &c., 

FEED'K  T.  FRBLINGHUTSBir. 
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No.  473. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  Mr.  Soteldo. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20^  1884. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  claim  of  Mr. 
John  B.  Wheelock,  which  has  long  been  pending.  In  this  connection 
I  beg  to  refer  to  the  conversation  upon  the  subject  had  with  Greneral 
Guzman  Blanco,  when  lately  in  this  cit^',  and  to  the  Department's  ex- 
pectation that  you  were  to  be  instructed  to  tender  suitable  reparation  to 
Mr.  Wheelock  without  prejudice  to  the  real  liability  of  Venezuela. 

Permit  me  to  ask,  therefore,  whether  you  are  prepared  to  come  to  a 
definite  understanding  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  the  President  greatly 
desires  to  dispose  of  it,  if  possible,  before  the  reassembling  of  Congress 
in  December  next. 

Awaiting  your  response,  I  avail,  &c., 

FBED'K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 


No.  474. 
Mr.  Soteldo  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela, 

Washington,  October  21,  1884.    (Received  October  21.) 

Most  Excellent  Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  to  your 
excellency  the  receipt  this  evening  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  calling 
my  attention  to  the  long  pending  and  still  unsettled  claim  of  Mr.  John 
E.  Wheelock;  to  the  conversation  held  upon  the  subject  with  his  Excel- 
lency General  Ouzman  Bianco,  during  his  recent  visit  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  asking  me  if  I  am  prepared  for  the  definitive  settle- 
ment of  the  case,  it  being  the  desire  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  to 
have  it  settled  befoi^e  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  December  next. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  tell  your  excellency  in  reply,  that  my  Gov- 
ernment promises  to  send  me  by  the  next  mail  steamer  instructions 
which,  concerning  this  case  of  Mr.  Wheelock  and  all  others  pending,  I 
solicited  without  loss  of  time  after  the  conferences  with  his  Excellency 
Cteneral  Guzman  Blanco.  Unfortunately  my  letters  reached  Caracas 
when  the  season  scarcely  permitted  attention  to  matters  urgently  im- 
perative, not  to  be  set  aside. 

For  my  part,  I  earnestly  desire  the  early  settlement  of  this  case. 
1  am,  &c., 

A.  M.  SOTELDO. 
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American  and  other  foreign  grain ;  proposition  to  tax,  strongly  opposed.      24-26 
Bert,  M.  Paul :  opinion  concerning  admission  of  American  pork  into  France, 

and  concerning  trichinosis 138 

Bolivia,  failure  of  truce  between  Chili  and 419,422 

Brazil,  slavery  in  :  liberation  of  slaves  in  the  province  of  Cear^,  and  history 

ofthe  slave  traffic 27-30 

monastic  orders ;  law  ordering  that  their  real  property  be  sold  and  the 

proceeds  invested  in  national  stock ^ 31 

efforts  of  Government  to  encourage  foreign  immigration ;  status  of  im- 
migrants        32-34 

Breidenstein,  Friedrich :  claimed  for  military  service  in  Germany ;  American 

minister  refuses  to  interfere ;  action  approved 192,195 

611 
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C. 

Cablea :  refaeal  to  permit  Commercial  Cable  Company  to  laud  in  France,  ex- 
cept on  certain  conditions 141, 150, 164 

report  of  privy  conncil  of  Canada  on  projected  cable  connecting  Canadian 
Government  telegraph  system  near  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island,  and 
Point  Augelos,  Washington  Territory ;  permission  asked  to  land  in 
Washington  Territory;  refused,  unless  certain  conditions  were  com- 
plied with 230, 236, 238, 949,  %4 

ocean  cable  project  between  Portugal  and  the  Azores,  and  thence  tm 

America,  Great  Britain,  &c 448 

Caceres :  accou'nt  of  his  forces,  &c.,  in  Peru 424 

Caleb,  George,  imptisoned  in  Mexico 344, 346, 363, 371 

Canals:  difficulties  in  construction  of  Panama  Canal 119 

concessions  of  territory  to  canal  company  in  Colombia 124 

Panama  Canal  Company  purchases  controlling  interest  in  Panama  Bail- 
way  Company 121 

Canton  :  obstruction  of  port  of 66,96 

Canton  riots 46,47,53,79,103 

Cattle  tax  at  Key  West 469,474,500 

Central  America :  the  Republic  of  Salvador  promulgates  a  new  constitntion : 
religions  liberty  guaranteed ;  presidential  term  four  years,  without  re- 
striction as  to  re-election 34,35 

constitutions  of  Salvador  and  Gnat-emala  compared;  apparent  discrimi- 
nation against  foreigners ;  explanation  of  minister  of  foreign  relations 

of  Salvador 3^ 

Limon  made  a  free  port  by  the  Costa  Bican  Congress ;  subsequent  repeal 

of  the  law  ;  correspondence  on  the  subject 38 

Chew  Heong,  case  of:  habeas  corpus,  to  test  acts  of  Congress  of  May,  1888, 

and  1884,  in  connection  with  treaty  of  1880  with  China .*. 117 

China :  riotous  demonstrations  against  foreigners  at  Canton 46, 47 

petroleum  trade ;  disposition  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  encourage: 
governor  of  Canton  grants  to  a  local  company  the  monopoly  to  sell,  ana 

imposes  a  tax  on  the  sale ;  efl'ort-s  to  secure  removal  of  this  tax 48, 84 

Canton  riots:  losses  of  foreigners  oy  destruction  of  their  property;  con- 
certed action  of  foreign  ministers  to  induce  the  Chinese  Government 
to  submit  the  matter  to  arbitration ;  incendiary  proclamation  of  the 

imperial  commissioner  Pang  ^  attack  on  a  Christian  chapel 52 

rupture  with  France ;  obstruction  of  Chinese  ports 64 

suffering  in  the  northern  provinces,  owing  to  floods  and  failure  of  crops  .  64 

correspondence  relating  to  the  obstruction  of  the  port  of  Canton 66, 96 

adjustment  of  claims  for  destruction  of  missions  m  Canton  and  elsewhere^  79 

complications  with  France 88, 95, 104, 105 

American  missionaries  at  Chinanfoo ;  settlement  of  grievances 91 

refusal  of  Chinese  officials  in  the  interior  to  recognize  transit  passes;  at- 
tempts by  American  citizens  to  make  improper  use  of  such  passes 96, 100, 101 

Chinese  merchants  permitted  to  land  at  San  Francisco 99. 100. 112, 113 

convention  between  China  and  France 101, 102 

payment  by  the  Cantonese  authorities  of  a  claim  for  losses  during  th« 

riot  of  September,  1883 103 

refusal  of  customs  authorities  at  San  Frandsco  to  permit  Chinese  laborers 

bound  for  British  Columbia  to  land  temporarily 103, 109 

certificates  to  Chinese  merchants,  travelers,  students,  &c.,  in  the  United 

States 105,113 

case  to  test  effects  of  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  on  treaty  of  1880 117 

Chinaufoo  :  grievances  butv^een  missionaries  aud  Chinese  authorities 91 

Chinese  immigration  : .  restriction  on,  in  Hawaiian  Islands 281 

Chinese  laborers :  not  permitted  to  land  at  San  Francisco 103, 109 

transit  of,  across  territory  of  United  States,  to  British  Columbia 103, 113 

Chinese  merchants:  certiticates  to 100, 112, 114 

Church  and  state :  conflict  between,  in  Argentine  Bepublic 3,5 

in  Brazil 31 

in  the  Republic  of  Salvador 34 

Citizenship:  in  Austria-Hungary 7 

in  Venezuela 596 

case  of  Alfred  P.Jacob,  in  France 135,139,145,148,180 

case  of  John  B.  Faichat,  in  France 145,174 

status  in  France  of  naturalized  American  citizens  of  French  origin 176 

German  cases 100,910 
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Page. 
Citiienship : 

Irish  cases 216 

«ase  of  Peter  Lacas,  in  Spain 467 

(See  Expatriation ;  Naturalization.) 

Claims  Commission :  French  and  American 183,186 

Colombia :  Panama  Canal ;  difficulties  in  construction 1 19 

controversy  between  Colombian  Government  and  the  Panama  Canal  Com- 
pany, resalting  from  purchase  by  the  latter  of  controlling  interest  in 

the  Panama  Railway  Company 121 

concessions  of  territory  to  the  canal  company 124 

Commerce:  of  Argentine  Republic S 

with  Cuba 471,476,483,486,496,503 

Commercial  Cable  Company.    (See  Cables.) 

Commercial  intercourse  with  Sweden  and  Norway 526 

Communism :  in  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Germany 188 

Constitution  of  Portugal :  proposed  revision  of 447 

of  Switzerland  ;  provision  defining  and  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Federal 

Assembly 531 

Consul :  request  of  Spanish,  at  Baltimore,  to  be  furnished  with  periodical  cer- 
tificates of  cargoes  of  sugar,  &c.f  imported  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico ; 

not  complied  with 485, 492, 50'i 

Consular  tariff",  Spanish  :  promised  reforms  in : ..  488, 491 

Corea :  present^ition  at  court 124 

special  mission  to  the  United  States 125, 126 

sluggishness  of  commerce ' 126 

iuTitatiou  to  the  offlders  of  the  United  States  ship  Trenton  to  visit  the 

capital  as  the  guests  of  the  Government  127 

proposed  establishment  of  a  mission  school  at  Se6ul 127, 128 

Costa  Rica:  action  of  Congress  with  respect  to  making  Port  Limon  a  free 

port i. 38 

Cuba:  embargoed  estates  claims ; 487 

import  duties  collected  in  custom-houses 480 

condition  of  slavery 466, 470 

commercial  relations 471, 476, 483, 486, 496, 513 

remission  of  portion  of  delinquent  taxes,  and  acceptance  of  depreciated 
war  currency  in  payment  of  balance  ;  methods  of  Spanish  Bank  of  Ha- 
vana    498,499 

alleged  sending  of  armed  expedition  from  the  United  States 504, 

507,510,517.519,521 

alleged  sending  of  explosives  from  the  United  States  to 509, 512, 514, 517 

Cuba  and  Porto  Rico :  commercial  relations  of  United  States  with ;  revocation 

of  fifth  article  of  royal  decree  of  March  12,  1867,  relating  to  duties 468,471 

agreement  for  improvement  of  commercial  relations  with  United  States        472. 

476,483 

Cuban  refugees  in  United  St'ites 493,502.504,505,521 

rumor  of  intended  violence  by,  against  Spanish  consul  at  Key  West 505, 

513,514,515,518 
Cosioms  regulations,  Spanish :  '*  bases  ^*  for  proposed  reforms 491 

D. 

Dalton.  U.  S.  consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar.    (See  Venezuela.) 
Daylight.    (S^e  Schooner  Daylight.) 

Debts,  public:  of  Austria  Hungary IS 

of  Argentine  Republic 1 

Duties :  imposed  by  Spain  on  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  United  States 

under  Spanish  flag 468-470 

acceptance  of  United  States  coin  in  payment  of  duties  in  Hawaiian  Isl- 
ands  266,275,288,292 

E. 

Education  :  progress  of,  in  Argentine  Republic li  2, 3 

in  Portugal 438 

proposed  establishment  of  mission  school  at  SeAul 128 

Egypt.    (See  Mixed  tribunals.) 

Emancipation  :  in  Brazil S7,32 

Embargoed  estates  claims:  in  Cuba 487 

Estates  in  England,  unclaimed :  fraudulent  schemes  in  relation  to 904-239 
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Expatriation :  etatns  of  Datnralized  American  citizens  of  French  origin  in 

France 176 

of  German  origin,  in  Germany 190, 192, 194, 195, 199, 200, 206,  «10 

ander  constitution  of  Guatemala 35 

case  of  Vitus  Taxacher,  in  Austria-Hnnear^ 9 

attitude  of  French  Government ;  general  discussion  of  subject 176 

case  of  John  R.  McCormack,  in  Ireland 216 

in  Russia 451 

expatriated  American  can  resume  his  American  status  only  by  becoming 

naturalized .  451 

requirements  of  Swiss  law 532 

law  as  to  citizenship 596 

in  Venezuela.    (See  Citizenship ;  Naturalization.) 

Explosives :  alleged  sending  of,  from  the  United  States  to  Cnba.509-511,512,514,515 


Famines:  in  the  north  of  China 64 

Ferry  privileges  between  the  United  States  and  Canada 243, 250, 255. 256 

Finance :  in  Argentine  Republic 1 

general  budget  in  Austria-Hungary  for  1865 15 

new  loan  in  Greece '. 257 

Hawaiian  Islands;  acceptance  of  United  States  coin  in  payment  of  cus- 
toms duties 266,275,288,292 

native  coinage * 278,286 

report  of  minister  of  finance  of  Hawaiian  Islands v 284 

r^sum^  of  condition  of  Portugese  finances  and  of  the  "  ordinary  budget " 

forl884-'85 443 

success  of  new  5  per  cent,  ^old  loan  in  Russia 449 

Fishery  treaty,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  ])Topo8ed  revis- 
ion of .- 214,251 

Foichat,  John  B. :  arrested  in  France ;  naturi^lization  case 145, 174 

Foreiffiiers :  disorimination  against,  in  Central  America 35 

riotous  demonstrations  against,  at  Canton,  China 46,47,^ 

transit  passes  in  China 96 

order  or  Russian  Government  to  railway  companies  to  give  notlee  to  em- 
plo^^  of  foreign  nationality  to  become  Russian  subjects  or  to  leave 

their  service 45(> 

passports  in  Cuba 482,486»490 

expulsion  of  anarchists  from  Switzerland 5529 

France :  prohibition  of  the .  f^ee  importation  of  American  pork ;  inspection 

required,  &c 128,136,141,185 

case  of  AU&ed  P.  Jacob;  claims  exemption  from  military  service.  135, 136, 145, 150 
permission  to  Commercial  Cable  Company    to  land  on    the  coast  of 

France , 141,150,164 

case  of  John  B.  Foichat , 145,174 

the  Statue  of  Liberty 157 

naturalized  American  citizens  of  French  origin ;  their  statns  in  France  .  176 

France  and  China :  complications 68,94 

treaty 101 

duties  of  neutrals 103 

French  and  American  Claims  Commission :  case  of  G.  A.  Le  More  v.  The  United 

States 183,185,186 


Oarrido,  Eugene  V.,  injuries  sustained  by,  at  Port  an  Prince,  September  22 

and23,l«83 317,326.331 

Qeist,  Dr.  G.  W. :  naturalized  American  of  German  origin ;  status  in  Ger- 
many   196 

Germany:  socialism 168-190 

cases  relatiuff  to  American  citizenship 190, 192, 194, 195, 199. 200, 201, 206, 210 

opening  of  the  Reichstag ;  speech  from  the  throne 191 

consumption  of  pork 193,196 

Mormon  missionaries ;  compelled  to  leave  Bavaria 198, 202,  ^USi 

emigration 

military  cases 

(Winnelhausen,  Broom,  Bendixen,  de  la  Roi,  Lang,  Friedriohsen,  Brad- 
ersen,  Held,  Gerson,  Kubis,  Nagel,  Renpert.) 
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German  pork :  disooTery  of  a  new  panwite  in 21 

(See  Pork  ;Meftt0.) 

Grain :  competition  of  American  and  other  foreign,  in  Belgium,  with  the  na- 
tive proidDOt 24 

Great  Britain :  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  termination  of  certain  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  May  8,1871 ; 214 

nft  of  the  Alert  to  the  United  States  Government 215,216 

McCormack,  John  R.,  qaestion  of  expatriation 216 

duty  on  kerosene  oil  in  Ceylon 219 

Mormon  missionaries  at  Calcutta ^ ;  223, 224 

unclaimed  estates  in  England  :  ihkadulent  schemes 224 

landing  of  cables  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 229, 236, 238, 249, 254 

slaves  said  to  have  been  purchased  from  an  American  citisen  in  Zanzibar, 

captured  and  freed  by  the  King  of  Johanna 233,237 

burial  at  Tokahama  of  a  seaman  who  bad  been  discharffed  from  the 
United  States  Navy ;  expenses  defrayed  out  of  the  Bntisb  consular 

chest:  qaestion  as  to  citizenship 233,240 

proi>osai  to  remove  certain  Sioux  Indians  from  the  northwest  territories 

back  to  the  United  States 234,236,239 

mixed  tribunals  in  Egypt 235,237 

case  of  lynching  in  British  Columbia  said  to  have  been  committed  by 

persons  from  the  United  States .* 241,245,252,254 

ferry  privileges  between  the  United  IJtates  and  Canada 243, 250, 255, 256 

fishery  treaty  ;  proposed  revision  of 251 

rescue  of  Greely ;  congratulations  of  the  Queen 253 

labor  traffic  in  the  Western  Pacific  islands 253.254 

Greece :  importation  of  American  pork ;  prohibition  of,  and  subsequent  re- 
moval of  the  restriction 257,259,260,264 

a  new  loan  contracted  by  the  Government 257 

sale  of  Bibles  by  agent  of  American  Bible  Society ;  interference  with 260 

Greely  Belief  Expeaition :  gift  of  the  Alert  by  British  Government 215 

congratulations  of  the  Queen  on  rescue 253 

Guatemala :  nrovisions  of  new  constitution  affecting  citizenship 35 

Gustavus,  Adolphus:  celebration  in  Sweden  of  his  victory  and  death  at 

LtLtzen 522 

H 

Hausding,  Ludwig :  passport  refused  b^  American  minister  at  Berlin 201 

Hawaiian  Islands  :  social  condition  ;  vital  statistics 265 

transportation  of  Chinese  laborers :  transfer  of  exclunive  permission  from 
the  Pacific  Mail  to  the  Oceanic  Company  ;  exclusive  privileges  opposed 

by  the  United  States 265,276,279 

financial  measures  ;  report  of  minister  of  finance 266, 275, 276, 278, 284, 286 

restriction  of  Chinese  immigration 281 

general  commercial  condition 285,292 

customs  duties  ;  law  requiring  payment  to  made  in  gold  coin  of  the 

United  States  not  enforced ;  treaty  of  1875 286,288,289 

Pacific  Mail  Company  declines  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  San 

Francisco  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands ;  supfiosed  reasons  therefor 287 

Hayti :  President  Salomon  requests  the  diplomatic  corps  at  Port  an  Prince  to 
treat  a  vessel  called  La  Patrie  as  a  pirate;  request  refused ;  action 

approved 293,297 

bombardment  of  Jacmel ;  rights  of  American  citizens 295, 296, 297 

troubles  at  Port  an  Prince  ;  indemnity  for  losses  suffered  bv  foreigners  in 

consequence  of  the  events  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  September,  lSs3 298-301, 

311,320,329,331 

Van  Bokkelen,  C.  A. ;  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Port  an  Prince 306, 320, 

329,330,335.336 
message  of  President  Salomon :  disturbances  at  Port  au  Prince  Septem- 
ber 22  and  23,  1883;  finances 309 

I. 

Iglesias  government  in  Peru:  recognition  of 420,423 

Immigration :  encouragement  of,  in  Argentine  Republic 2 

in  Brazil • 32 

(See  Hawaiian  Islands.) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


611  ALPHABETICAL   mUElL. 

Indians :  proposed  removal  of  certain  Siooz  from  Canada  back  to  tho  Uniled 

States , fU^9aSy9» 

lynching  of  Indian  Lem  Tam  in  British  Columbia ;  alleged  to  baye  bean 
done  by  persons  from  the  United  States 241,24fi,2G8,2S4 

Islands :  dispnte  with  Mexico  concerning  two,  in  the  Rio  Grande,  near  Boma» 

Tex 373-377, 37^-39i 

Italy :  refnsal  to  permit  a  naturalized  citisen  of  the  United  States,  who  bad 
evaded  the  laws  relating  to  military  service,  to  return  without  molesto- 
tion ■ 33^ 


Jaomel  and  J^r^mie :  bombardment  of 106, 997 

Jacob,  Alfred  P :  claims  exemption  from  military  service  in  France 195, 145. 159 

Jacoby,  Sigismund :  refused  passport  by  legation  in  Berlin ;  fraudulent  natn- 

ralization 196,197 

Jews :  naturalized  American,  in  Palestine 535, 539, 543, 549, 651, 5^ 

R. 

Kerosene  oil:  question  as  to  duty  in  Ceylon 919 

Knapp  and  Reynolds,  American  citizens :  attacked  by  brigands  in  Ameriaa..  539-5^ 

•537^39, 542, 544, 548, 550, 55»-5»,  503, 501 

L. 

Labor:  condition  of,  in  Brazil ,..  3K 

measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  laborers  in  Oermanj..  186 

labor  traffic  in  Western  Pacific  islands ^ 163,954 

Lacazette,  Eugene :  naturalized  American  citizen  of  French  origin ;  noUfled 

to  leave  France 179,185^ 

Lanciotte,  Rev.  Father  Valentine  Tbeodoro;  seeks  permission  to  revisit  Iti^; 

refused  by  Italian  Government 335 

Lucas,  Peter :  citizenship  of . ., 467 

M. 

McCorroaok,  John  R. :  arrest  ofj  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland 11* 

Marriage  of  foreigners :  in  Belgium 11,13 

*Meats :  prohibitiou  of  free  importation  of  American  pork  in  France ;  Inspee- 

tion  required,  ^ko 128,  HO.  141. 18& 

views  of  M.  Paul  Bert  as  to  free  admission  of  salted  meats  in  France 138 

French  Academy  of  Medicine  favors  withdrawal  of  decree  prohibiting 

importation  of  American  meats 

consumption  of  American  pork  in  Germany 193, 19<^ 

importation  of  American  pork  into  Greece  prohibited ;  removal  of  pro- 
hibition   257,159,100,264 

(See  Pork.) 
Meiggs,  Henry :  his  contracts  for  construction  of  railways  in  Pern ;  action  of 

Peruvian  Government 407,416,419 

Merchants,  Chinese :  refused  permission  to  land  at  San  Francisco 99 

Mexico:  case  of  schooner  Daylight,  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Tampico  by  the 

Mexican  gunboat  Independencia 340, 345, 358, 361, 370, 372 

imprisonment  of  George  Caleb,  master  of  the  Adriana,  charged,  with  viola- 
tion of  customs  regulations 344,340,363,371 

Walker,  H.  C,  imprisonment  of,  at  Minatitlan 300,306,377 

dispute  concerning  jurisdiction  over  two  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande,  near 

Roma,  Tex 373,379 

Military  cases:  in  Austria-Hungary 9 

in  Germany 106 

Missionaries :  settlement  of  grievances  at  Chinaufoo 91 

proposed  estiiblishment  of  mission  school  and  hospital  at  SeAul 127 

privileges  grante<l  to  missionaries  in  Siam 453,454,461,461 

attacks  on  property  of  missionaries  in  Canton 58,80,91 

opposition  to  American  missionaries  in  Armenia 569,570,571,573,574 

Mixed  tribunals  in  £g.vpt :  circular  concerning,  addressed  to  the  powers  by 
Great  Britain ;  United  States  waits  for  proposal  from  Khedive's  Qot* 
emment;  receives  such  proposal  and  assents 100,137 
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MoDMitie  orders:  sale  of  realty  of,  in  Brazil 31 

MormoDA :  meaaares  against,  in  Austria IS 

expulsion  of  missionaries  from  Bavaria 198, 202, 203, 206 

-    from  British  India 233- 

Morteritos,  island  of.     (See  Mexico.) 

MosseU,  C.  W.,  mobbed  at  Port  au  Prince  during  disturbances  of  the  22d  and 

23d  of  September,  1883 ;  indemnit  y  for  losses,  &c . .  ^ 315. 323, 331 

N.    . 

Natnralisiation:  refusal  of  Italy  to  permit  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 

States,  who  had  evaded  military  laws,  to  return  without  molestation .  3:)4 
refusal  of  passport  b^  legation  in  Germany,  to  a  person  fraudulently  nat- 
uralized in  the  United  States 196, 197 

(See  Citizenship ;  Expatriation;  Foreigners;  Jews;  Military  cases.) 

Neutrality  :  preserved  by  Argentine  Republic  in  west  coast  struggle 2 

Neutrals :  duties  of,  during  complications  between  France  and  China 103 

P. 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  :  complaint  of,  against  Hawaiian  Govern- 
ment, respecting  transportation  of  Chinese  laborers 265, 276, 279, 281 

declines  passenger  traffic  between  Sah  Francisco  and  Hawaiian  Islands.  287 

Palestine.    (See  Turkey.) 

Panama  Canal:  difficulties  in  construction  of 119 

controversy  with  Colombian  Government  respecting  a  loan 121 

concessions  of  lands  by  Colombian  Government 124 

,     purchases  controlling  interests  in  Panama  Railroad  Company 1 13 

Passes,  transit:  (see  Transit  parses.) 

Passports :  case  of  Sigismnnd  Jacoby ;  refusal  of  passport  to,  by  American  min- 
ister in  Germany 196,197 

regulations  conoeniing,  in  Cuba 482,486,490 

Patrimonies,  legacies,  &c.,  collection  of,  in  Switzerland,  by  expatriated  na- 
tives  530,532 

(See  Estates  in  England.) 

Peace,  treaty  of,  between  Chili  and  Peru 416 

Persia :  cases  of  American  citizens  at  Hamadan 399, 402 

attack  on  outriders  and  driver  of  the  American  minister 400^ 

Peru:  political  events 403,412,413,418,427 

interests  of  American  citizens ;  acts  of  Iglesias  government 407 

treaty  of  peace  with  Chili 413,416 

contracts  for  construction  of  Oroya  Railroad,  &o. ;  forfeiture,  &c 416,419,422 

difficulties  between  Chili  and  Bolivia 418,419,422 

recognition  of  Iglesias  government,  presentation  of  credentials  by  Mr. 

Phelps,  and  renewal  of  diplomatic  relations 420, 423, 424 

the  Caceres  movement 428, 433 

murder  of  Owen  Young,  an  American  citizen,  by  a  soldier  of  the  Iglesias 

government 432,434 

pillage  of  Trujillo  by  Government  troops 433 

attempt  of  Government  to  sieze  the  Trujillo  Railroad  418 

Petroleum :  general  regulations  in  China 48, 84 

importation  into  Turkey 557,562 

Piracy :  the  Haytian  Government  seeks  to  have  ship  La  Patrie,  belonging 

to  insurgents,  treated  as  a  pirate 293 

refusal  of  United  States  to  do  so 297 

Pork  :  trichinosis  in  German  pork 21 

interview  of  Mr.  Morton  with  M.  Ferry,  respecting  importation  of  Amer- 
ican pork  in  France 136, 142 

inspection  of  American  pork  in  France 143 

opposition  to  importation  of  American  pork  in  France;  prohibition  of 

its  free  admission  ;  extension  of  time  for  free  admission 128, 132, 

136, 137, 138. 185 
ministerial  circular  in  Germany  touching  danger  of  consuming  raw  pork .  193, 196 

prohibition  of  American  pork  in  Greece;   prohibition  removed 257,259,264 

(See  Meats.) 

Port  au  Prince :  disturbances  at,  September  22  and  23,  1883 309 

indemnity  for  losses  suffered  by  foreigners 298,301,311,320,329,331 

Port  Limon :  action  of  Costa  Ricau  Congress  respecting 38 

orto  Rieo:  commercial  relations  with 471,476,483,486,496,503 
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Page. 
Portunil:  oontraot  with  American  oitizens  for  oomtmotlon  of  railroad  in 

Mozambique 437,444 

progress  in  education 438^41 

opening  of  Cortes :  speech  of  His  M^esty  Dom  Lniz 441-443 

finances 443-447 

proposed  revision  of  the  constitution 447 

ocean  cable  project  ...^ 448 

Public  debts.    (See  Debts,  Public.) 

R. 

Railways :  construction  of,  in  Argentine  Republic 1,2 

purchase  of  controlling  interest  in  Panama  Railway  Company  by  Panama 

Canal  Company 121 

decrees  of  Government  of  Peru  affecting  interests  of  Americans  in  rail- 
ways in  that  countiy  404,407,416,419,428,423 

seizure  of  rail  ways  in  Fera 412,418 

American  citizens  contract  with  Portuguese  (Government  to  construct  rail- 
ways in  Mozambique 437,442 

railway  companies  in  Russia  forbidden  by  the  Qovemment  to  employ  for- 
eigners    450 

Reed,  Rev.  Orville :  marriage  of,  in  Belgium ;  question  of  law  as  to  foreign 

marriages 22 

Reichard,  Augustus :  case  of  citizenship  in  Germany 210 

Reli^ioas  liberty:  in  Argentine  Republic 3 

m  the  Republic  of  Salvador 34 

Russia:  success  of  new  5  per  cent,  gold  loan 449 

order  requiring  railway  companies  to  give  notice  to  all  employ^  of 

foreign  nationality  to  become  Russian  subjects  or  leave  their  service..  450 

expatriation 451 

S. 

Salvador,  Republic  of:  new  constitution  promulgated 34 

Schooner  Daylight :  sinking  of,  in  harbor  of  Tampiop . . .  340, 345, 346, 358. 362, 370, 372 
Seamen :    burial  at  Yokohama  of  a  destitute  seaman,  of  British  nativity, 
who  had  been  discharg^ed  from  the  United  States  Navy ;  defrayment 

of  expenses  out  of  British  consular  chest 233,240 

Siam :  coming  of  Siamese  embassy  to  Washington 451, 452, 454, 455, 457„458 

condition  of  trade 45S 

privileges  granted  to  missionaries ^ 453,454,461,462 

sending  of  State  scholars  to  United  States  to  be  educated 454 

description  of  port  of  Vladivostock 456 

present  to  Unite<l  States  Government  from  the  Rajah  of  Talnban 458, 463 

legation  C|uarter8  presented  to  United  States  by  King  of  Siam 460, 451, 463 

presentation  of  credentials  of  Prince  Krom  Mun  Naros,  as  minister  to  the 

United  States 463-465 

Slavery :  history  of,  in  Brazil ;  liberation  of  slaves  in  provi  nee  of  Cear6 27,  ^ 

liberation  by  King;  of  Johanna  of  slaves  said  to  have  been  purchased  from 

an  American  citizen  at  Zanzibar 233,237 

condition  of,  in  Cuba 466,470 

Socialism:  in  Germany 188 

Spain:  condition  of  slavery  in  Cuba 466,470 

citizenship  of  Peter  Lucas 467 

cattle  tox  at  Key  West 468,474,500 

duties  on  merchandise  proceeding  from  United  States  under  Spanish  flag-         468 

commercial  relations  or  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  with  the  United  States 471,476, 

483,486,496,503 

import  duties  colleot<ed  in  the  Cuban  custom-houses 480 

passports  in  Cuba 482,486,490 

Cuban  embargoed  estates  claims 487 

revision  of  Spanish  consular  tariff 488,491,492 

Cuban  refngees  in  the  United  States:  case  of  Aguero 493,502,504,505,521 

remission  of  portion  of  delinquent  taxes  in  Cuba,  and  acceptance  of  de- 
preciated war  currency  in  payment  of  balance ;  methods  of  the  Spanish 

Bank  of  Havana 489,499 

alleged  sending  of  armed  expeditions  to  Cuba 504, 507, 510, 517, 519, 521 

rumor  of  intended  violence  by  Cuban  refngees  against  Spanish  consul  at 

Key  West 505,513,514,515,518 

sending  ofexplosives  to  Cuba 609,512,614,517 
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Steam  oommoiiioation  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden * 523 

Stem,  Oscar :  claimed  for  military  duty  in  Germany 190, 194, 197 

Sweden  and  Norway:  celebration  of  the  yictory  and  death   of  Gustavus 

Adolphns  at  Liitzen,  November  6 •. j 522 

Steam  communication  between  Sweden  and  United  States 523 

commercial  intercourse 526 

Switzerland:  expulsion  of  anarchists 529 

collection  of  legacies,  &c.y  of  natives  of  Switzerland  who  have  been  nat- 
uralized in  United  States 530,532 

new  constitution ^. 531 

T. 

Tariff,  Spanish  consular:  revision  of 488,491,492 

Telegraphs:  construction  of,  in  Argentine  Republic 2 

(See  Cables.) 

Transit  passes :  China 96,100 

Treaties :  termination  of  certain  articles  of  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  May 

a,  1871 214,251 

treaty  between  China  and  France 101 

of  commerce  with  Turkey 566,568 

Treaty  ports:  closing  of,  in  China 64,66 

Trichinosis:  in  German  pork 21 

erroneous  report  of  Dr.  Dettmers  concerning  American  swine 131 

opinion  of  M.  Paul  Bert 138 

deaths  from  trichinosis,  at  Emersleben,  Germany 193 

Truiillo,  pillage  of 433 

Turkey :  case  of  Messrs.  Knapp  and  Beynolds,  attacked  by  brigands  in  Ar- 
menia  532,537,542,544,548,550,558,563,565 

naturalized  American  Jews  in  Palestine 535, 539, 543, 549, 551, 560 

criminal  prosecutions ;  case  of  Dr.  Pflaum 544,564,567 

registration  of  citizens  of  the  United  Statep 539,546,556 

difficulties  encountered  by  American  citizens  and  graduates  of  the  Ameri- 
can college  at  Beirut  in  practice  of  medicine 553,561 

petroleum ! 557,562 

restrictions  imposed  on  sale  of  Holy  Scriptures 565, 567, 568, 569, 571, 572, 574 

treaty  of  commerce 566,568 

opposition  to  American  missionaries  in  Armenia 569, 570, 572, 573, 574 

V. 

Van  Bokkelen,  C.  A. :  arrest  and  imprisonment  of,  at  Port  an  Prince 306-308, 

230  S2Q  330  335  336 

Venezuela :  claim  of  John  E.  Wheelock 575, 583,'  584,*  592,*  597,*  609 

arrest  of  Mr.  Dalton,  United  States  consul  at  Ciudad,  Bolivar. .  .577, 583, 585, 594, 

596,608 
law  as  to  citizenship 596 

W. 

Walker.  H.  C,  imprisonment  at  Minatitlan 360,366,377 

Weber,  Johannes :  question  as  to  naturalization 202 

Weniger,  Charles:   claimed  by  the  German  GoTcrnment  for  military  serv- 
ice  199,200,213 

Wheelock,  John  E.     (See  Venezuela.) 

Wurglitz,  Anton  and  sons,  claimed  for  military  service  in  Austria-Hungary  .  6 

Y. 
Young,  Owen:  killed  in  Peru,  by  soldier  of  Iglesias  government 432,434, 437 
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